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PREFACE  TO  THIRD  EDITION. 


In  the  evolution  of  the  Western  water  laws  there  resulted  un- 
certainties; as,  for  example,  in  not  distinguishing  the  California 
law  and  the  Colorado  law,  nor  the  corpus  of  water  and  its  usufruct. 
There  are  also  various  changes  occurring  in  the  law  of  prior  ap- 
propriation as  it  is  breaking  away  fi^om  its  origin  as  a  possessory 
right  upon  the  public  domain.  Considerable  latitude  was  conse- 
quently necessary  in  endeavoring  a  clear  and  full  presentation,  so 
that  the  analysis  of  the  subject,  the  division  and  plan  of  the  book, 
should  picture  the  accumulation  of  Western  water-law  authorities 
as  a  whole,  while  being,  at  the  same  time,  complete  in  detail.     . 

In  numbering  the  sections,  some  numbers  were  left  blank  be- 
tween each  chapter  to  allow,  in  revising  the  manuscript  for  the 
press,  opportunity  to  shift  the  sections  into  a  more  suitable  order, 
or  to  add  new  ones.  Sections  were  renumbered,  owing  to  new 
matter  and  rearrangement,  so  that  numbers  in  previous  editions  do 
not  correspond  to  those  here.  Every  endeavor  has  been  made  by 
the  author  and  by  the  publishers  to  insure  accuracy.  If  any  errors 
have  still  crept  in,  the  author  will  be  grateful  to  readers  who  will 
kindly  point  them  out  to  him. 

It  need  hardly  be  said  that  in  dealing  with  matters  involving 
,  regulation  of  public  services,  or  with  public  lands,  the  aim  has 
been  to  report  the  authorities,  and  not  private  beliefs  of  what  the 
law  "ought  to  be";  with  no  effort  to  make  out  a  case  for  a  side  of 
any  doctrine  or  controversy.  In  these  things,  as  in  other  matters, 
there  has  been  the  object  (than  which  there  is  none  harder)  simply 
to  state  truly  and  accurately,  to  the  best  of  a  very  limited  ability, 
the  law  as  it  is  now  found  in  the  authorities.  A  small  success  in 
that — in  the  cause  of  truth — is  all  that  this  book  pretends  to,  or 
desires. 

(iii) 


ly  PREFACE   TO   THIRD   EDITION. 

Use  has  been  made  of  articles  contributed  by  the  author  to  the 
Harvard  Law  Review,  Yale  Law  Journal,  American  Law  Review 
and  Columbia  Law  Review,  to  whom  acknowledgment  is  made  in 
the  passages  where  they  occur.  The  author  further  expresses  his 
thanks  to  the  State  ^Engineers  and  to  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture of  the  University  "of  California,  whose  members  extended  many 
courtesies. 

As  a  final  word :  This  is  the  last  edition  of  this  book  which  will 
be  prepared.  The  second  edition  having  been  exhausted  within  a 
year  and  some  months  after  issuance,  an  opportunity  was  pre- 
sented, in  preparing  this  third  one,  to  improve  and  enlarge  in  the 
light  of  further  study,  and  of  developments  in  the  law  within  the 
last  three  years.  The  author  now  takes  leave  of  the  book  per- 
manently. If  in  later  days  he  should  return  to  it,  it  will  not  be 
until  many  years  have  passed ;  and  probably  it  will  not  be  at  alL 

August  1, 1911. 

SAMUEL  C.  WIEL. 
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§  1.  Classification  of  Waters. — ^From  the  point  of  view  of  the 
law,  occurrences  of  water  consist  of  two  great  classes:  Those 
definite  in  form  and  occurrence,  and  those  diffused,  indefinite 
in  form  and  occurrence.  The  definite  class  includes  running  water 
(watercourses,  surface  or  subterranean)  and  standing  water 
(lakes  and  ponds).  The  indefinite  class  includes  diffused  surface 
water  (rain  water,  swamps,  etc.,  the  sea),  and  diffused  under- 
ground water  (percolating  water).  It  is  with  definite  bodies  of 
running  water,  that  is,  watercourses,  that  the  law  has  most  to  do. 

The  law  of  watercourses  is  a  law  of  streams  as  natural  re- 
sources. The  water  running  therein  unrestrained  is  the  property  of 
no  one,  but  a  portion  of  it  taken  out  of  the  stream  and  confined  in 
the  possession  of  an  individual  becomes  the  taker's  private  property, 

WmterBightf— 1  (1) 
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belonging  to  him  while  under  his  possession  and  control;  and  the 
law  of  watercourses  is  a  development  of  the  rules  under  which  one 
may  thus  take  of  the  water  and  make  it  his  own.  There  is  a  large 
body  of  law  specifying  who  may  avail  themselves  of  this  privilege 
and  to  what  limitations  they  are  subject,  forming,  in  the  common 
law,  '*the  law  of  riparian  rights,"  and  in  the  West,  **the  law  of 
prior  appropriation."  It  is  our  object  here,  in  this  first  part,  to 
consider,  in  its  elementary  lines,  this  framework  of  the  law  of 
watercourses;  leaving  to  later  presentation  the  rules  of  "riparian 
rights"  or  "appropriation"  that  have  been  built  around  it.* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  2.    The  Negative  Community. — ^In  the  Institutes  of  Justinian 

it  is  declared  concerning  things:  "They  are  the  property  of  some- 
one or  no  one." *  As  further  expressed  in  the  Institutes,  "By  nat- 
ural law  these  things  are  common  to  all,  viz. :  Air,  running  water, 
the  sea  and  as  a  consequence  the  shores  of  the  sea."'  Comment- 
ing on  this  Vinnius  says:  "Things  common  are  such  because, 
while  by  nature  being  things  everyone  has  use  for,  they  have 
not,  as  yet,  come  into  the  ownership  or  control  of  anyone."* 
That  is,  they  are  the  property  of  no  one,  within  the  first  quota- 
tion from  the  Institutes. 

This  classification  of  running  water  with  what  has  been  called 
"the  negative  community,"  such  as  the  air,  runs  through  the 
civil-law  authorities.    Pothier's  exposition  of  it  is  as  follows:' 

"The  first  of  mankind  haid  in  common  all  those  things  which 
God  had  given  to  the  human  race.  This  community  was  not  a 
positive  community  of  interest,  like  that  which  exists  between 
several  persons  who  have  the  ownership  of  a  thing  in  which  each 
has  his  particular  portion.  It  was  a  community  which  those 
who  have  written  on  this  subject  have  called  a  negative  com- 


1  Acknowledgment  is  made  to  th^ 
Harvard  Law  Review,  to  which  the 
writer  contributed  part  of  the  fol- 
lowing chapters.  22  Harvard  Law 
Review,  190. 

2  "Vel  in  nostro  patrimonio  vel 
extra  nostrum  patrimonium."  As 
translated  in  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69  Cal. 
315,  10  Pac.  674. 

8  *'Et  quidem  naturali  jure,  com- 
mnnia  sunt  omnium  haec :  aer  et  aqua 
profluens,  et  mare,  et  per  hoc,  littora 
maris."     Institutes  of  Justinian,  lib. 


2,  tit.  1,  sec.  1.  Mr.  Ware  (Ware's 
Roman  Water  Law)  gives  chiefly  the 
Pandects  or  Digest,  and  does  not 
give  this  passage  in  the  Institutes. 

4  "Communia  sunt  quae  a  natura 
ad  omnium  usum  prodita,  in  nullius 
adhuc  ditiqnem  aut  dominium  per- 
venerunt."  Quoted  in  Mason  v.  Hill, 
5  Barn.  &  Adol.  1,  110  Eng.  Re- 
print, 692. 

5  Pothier,  Trait6  du  Droit  de  Pro- 
pri6t6,  No.  21. 
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munity,  which  resulted  from  the  fact  that  those  things  which 
were  common  to  all  belonged  no  more  to  one  than  to  the  others. 
[Then,  after  saying  that  in  the  course  of  time  men  divided  up 
among  themselves  almost  all  things,  and  most  things  have  passed 
out  of  the  negative  community  and  become  recognized  as  private 
property,  proceeds:]  Some  things,  however,  did  not  enter  into 
this  division,  and  remain,  therefore,  to  this  day  in  the  condition 
of  the  ancient  and  negative  community.  These  things  are  those 
which  the  juris-consults  called  res  communes.  Marcien  refers  to 
several  kinds — the  air,  the  water  which  runs  in  the  rivers,  the  sea 
and  its  shores.  .  ^  .  .  As  regards  wild  animals  ferae  naturae, 
they  have  remained  in  the  ancient  state  of  the  negative  com- 
munity.** All  these  things,  which  remained  in  the  ancient  state 
of  the  negative  community,  are  called  things  common  because 
subject  to  becoming  the  property  of  anyone  who  takes  of  them. 
They  are  also  called  res  nulliu^,  because  no  one  owns  them  while 
in  this  state,  and  cannot  own  them  but  by  getting  them  into  his 
possession.  These  are  the  things  which,  belonging  to  no  one  to  the 
extent  that  they  have  remained  in  the  negative  community,  are 
susceptible  of  being  held  by  right  of  possession.""^ 

The  law  is  laid  down  to  the  same  effect  by  Puffendorff,  Grotius, 
Vattel,  Pardessus,  and  the  other  great  civil-law  commentators.  A 
later  chapter  has  been  devoted  to  their  presentation,  as  other- 
wise they  would  be  inaccessible  to  most  readers,  and  they  throw 
light  upon  this  fundamental  matter.  They  will  also  be  of  use  to 
practitioners  in  the  Southwest,  where  the  Mexican  law  sometimes 
crops  up.  There  is  no  need,  however,  to  encumber  this  part  of  the 
book  by  cumulative  quotation  here.  The  reader  is  referred  for  them 
to  another  place.® 

This  was  found  to  be  the  civil  law  by  the  common-law  cases 
which  investigated  it.  In  an  early  English  case  the  civil-law 
authorities  are  stated  as  follows:  **By  the  Roman  law,  running 


6  Thus  far,  the  translation  is  that 
given  in  Geer  v.  Connecticut,  161  U. 
S.  525,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  600,  40  L. 
Ed.  793.  The  remainder  of  the  pas- 
sage is  the  present  writer's  transla- 
tion, to  which  the  original  is  ap- 
pended. 

T  "Toutes  ces  choses,  qui  sont  de- 
mnrr^es  dans  Fancien  6tat  de  com- 
munant^  negative,  sont  appellees  res 
eomiuunes,  par  rapport  au  droit  que 


chacun  a  de  s'en  emparcr.  Elles  sont 
aussi  appellees  res  nullius,  parce 
qu'aucun  n'en  a  la  propri^t^,  tant 
qu'elles  demeurent  en  cet  6tat,  et  ne 
peut  racqu6rir  qu*en  s'en  emparant. 
Ce  sont  ces  choses  qui,  n'appartien- 
nent  k  personne,  en  tant  qu'elles  sont 
rest('«s  dans  la  communaut6  negative, 
qui  sont  susceptible^  de  racquisition 
qui  se  fait  &  titre  d'oocupation.'* 
8  Infra,  sec.  1025   et  seq. 
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water,  light  and  air  were  considered  as  some  of  those  things 
which  had  the  name  of  res  communes,  and  which  were  defined 
'things  the  property  of  which  belongs  to  no  person/  "  etc.*  In 
a  leading  English  case  where  the  civil-law  authorities  are  set 
forth  and  examined,  the  same  conclusion  was  reached  concerning  the 
Roman  law.^^  It  is  also  the  civil  law  as  in  force  to-day.  A  modem 
French  work  says:  "The  things  which,  suited  alike  to  the  use  of  aU 
men  are  not  susceptible  of  exclusive  possession  cannot,  on  this  ac- 
count, form  the  object  of  a  right  of  property.  These  things, 
which  the  Roman  law  called  res  omnium  communes,  are  the  air, 
the  deep  sea,  and  running  water  as  such;  that  is  to  say,  in  the 
sense  that  one  sees  it  in  its  state  of  continual  motion  and  cease- 
less change.  "^^  Likewise  the  modern  Spanish  law,  regarding 
which  Eschriche  says  that  waters  of  fountains  and  springs  as 
they  go  out  from  thence  ''Become  running  water  (aqua  profluens), 
and  pertain  like  common  things  (cosas  comunes),"  etc.^ 

The  result  of  these  authorities  is  that  the  corpu^s  of  naturally  run- 
ning water — ^the  water  in  the  natural  resource — ^was  classed  in  the 
Institutes  and  civil-law  writers  with  the  air,  and  those  things  which 
cannot  be  owned  while  in  their  natural  state  and  condition,  or  as 
they  have  been  called,  the  "negative  community."  " 


(3d  ed.) 

§  3.  Development  in  the  Common  Law. — ^This  civil-law  prin- 
ciple that  running  water  is  in  the  "negative  community"  passed 
into  the  common  law.  It  was  taken  up  by  the  mediaeval  English 
law-writers.    As  regards  a  related  branch  of  the  law  of  waters 


»  Liggina  v.  Inge,  7  Bing.  692. 

10  Mason  v.  Hill,  5  Barn.  &  Adol. 
1,  110  Eng.  Reprint,  692,  quoted  in 
the  next  section. 

11  "Les  choses  qui,  destinies  a 
I'usage  commun  de  tons  lea  hommes, 
ne  Bont  pas  susceptibles  de  possession 
ei^clusive,  ne  peuvent,  par  cela  mdme, 
former  I'object  du  droit  de  propri6t6. 
Oes  choses,  que  le  droit  Roman  ap- 
pellait  res  omnium  communes,  sont 
I'air,  la  haut  mer,  et  Veau  courante 
•comme  elle;  c'est-§i-dire  en  tant  qu'on 
Tenvisage  dans  son  etat  de  mobility 
continue,  et  de  renouvellement  in- 
^tesant."  (Droit  Civile  Francais,  br 
Aubrey  &  Rau,  4th  ed.,  vol.  II,  p.  34.) 

u  "Las   aguaa    de    fuentes   7   ma- 


nantiales  son  proprias  de  los  duefios  de 
los  terrenos  en  que  nacen  6  de  los 
campos  inferiores  que  han  adquirido 
derecho  4  su  aprovechamiento,  mi6n- 
tras  permanecen  dentro  de  su  reciato; 
pero  asi  que  salen  de  61  se  hacen 
aguas  corrientes,  aqua  profluens,  j 
pertenecen  como  cosas  comunes  al 
primero  que  las  ocupa,  en  cuanto 
tiene  necesidad  de  ellas.  Los  pri- 
meros  que  pueden  ocuparlas  son  los 
duefios  de  las  heredades  que  aquellas 
banan  6  atraviesan."  Eschriche, 
"Aguas.*' 

13  Pothier  and  Pardessus,  supra; 
Ohio  Oil  Co.  V.  Indiana,  177  IT.  S.  190, 
20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  576,  44  L.  Ed.  729, 
20  Hon.  Min.  Rep.  466. 
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(the  law  of  accretion)  it  has  been  expressly  said:  "Our  law  may 
be  traced  back  through  Blackstone,**  Hale,^*^  Britton,^®  Fleta,^^  and 
Bracton,^  to  the  Institutes  of  Justinian,^®  from  which  Bracton 
evidently  took  his  exposition  of  the  subject."^  The  passage  in 
the  Roman  Institutes  above  quoted,  classing  running  water,  as 
a  substance,  with  the  air,  is  transcribed  by  Bracton  as  the  law  of 
England,  saying:"  **By  natural  law  itself,  these  things  are  com- 
mon to  all — running  water,  air,  and  the  sea,  and  the  shores  of  the 
sea,  as  the  sea's  accessories."  The  passages  in  Fleta  and  Britton 
are  somewhat  similar.^  In  the  rest  of  this  chapter  we  shall  follow 
this  down  the  history  of  the  law  until  we  find  it  in  the  modern 
authorities. 

The  classification  of  running  water  with  the  air  is  taken  up  by 
another  of  the  older  writers,  frequently  referred  to  in  the  English 
reports.^  He  finds  the  civil-law  rule  in  conflict  with  the  maxim, 
"Cujus  est  solum,  ejus  est  usque  ad  caelum."  Callis  says:  *'It 
may  here,  as  I  take  it,  be  moved  for  an  apt  question,  in  whom  the 
property  of  running  waters  was.*  In  my  conceit,  the  civil  law 
makes  prettier  and  neater  distinctions  of  those  than  our  common 
law  doth;  for  there  it  is  said  that  naturali  ratione  quasdam  sunt 
communia,  ut  aer,  aqua  profluens,  mare,  et  littora  maris,  I  concur 
in  opinion  with  them,  that  the  air  is  common  to  all ;  and  I  hold  my 
former  definitions  touching  the  properties  of  the  sea  and  the  sea- 
shores. But  that  there  should  be  a  property  fixed  in  running  waters, 
I  cannot  be  drawn  to  that  opinion ;  for  the  civil  law  saith  further, 
quod  aqua  profluens  non  manet  in  certo  loco,  sed  procvl  fuit  extra 
diiionem  ejus  quod  flumen  est  ui  ad  mare  tandem  perveniat;  for  in 
my  opinion,  it  should  be  strange  the  law  of  property  should  be  fixed 
upon  such  uncertainties  as  to  be  altered  into  meum,  tuum,  suum, 
before  these  words  can  be  spoken,  and  to  be  changed  in  every 


14  VoL  II,  c.  16,  pp.  261,  262. 

15  De  Jure  Maris,  cc.  1,  6. 

16  Bk.   II,  c.   2. 

17  Bk.  in,  e.  2,  sec.  6,  etc. 

18  Bk.  II,  e.  2. 

w  Just.  II,  1,  20. 

»  Lindlej,  L.  J.,  in  Foster  ▼. 
Wright,  4  C.  P.  D.  438,  49  L.  J.  C. 
P.  97. 

21  ''Naturali  vero  jure  communia 
rant  omnium  haec — aqua  profluens, 
aer,  et  mare,  et  littora  maris,  quasi 


maris  accessoria."    Bracton,  lib.  2,  f. 
7,  sec.  6. 

1  Quoted  infra,  sec.  5. 

2  Callis  on  Sewers,  p.  78,  original 
edition  (1622),  quoted  in  Medway 
Co.  V.  Eomney,  9  Com.  B.,  N.  S.,  587, 
7  Jur.,  N.  S.,  846,  30  L.  J.  C.  P.  236. 
"Sewer"  anciently  signified  small 
streams  and  brooks  of  fresh  water. 

8  Citing  Natura  Breva,  fol.  123; 
and  PI.  Com.  154;  and  12  H.  7,  fol. 
4,  as  recognizing  a  plaintiff  as  hav' 
ing  a  property  in  the  water  as  well 
as  the  soil. 
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twinkling  of  an  eye,  and  to  be  more  uncertain  in  the  proprietor 
than  a  chameleon  of  his  colours."  This  is  the  first  express  recogni- 
tion the  writer  has  discovered,  of  the  conflict  between  this  prin- 
ciple and  the  maxim  **Cujus  est  solum."  * 

In  one  of  the  older  cases  holding  that  ejectment  would  not  lie 
for  a  watercourse  it  is  said  that  livery  could  not  be  made  of  it, 
"for  non  moratur,  but  is  ever  flowing,"  and  comparing  running 
water  to  the  water  in  the  sea.*  This  case  is  cited  in  the  well- 
known  case  of  Shury  v.  Piggot  (1625),  where  (among  many  other 
things  said)  **aqua  profluens"  was  compared  to  the  air,  which 
**aut  invenit,  aut  facit  viam,"  and  also  **The  same  [the  water- 
course] being  a  thing  which  arises  out  of  the  land,  but  no  interest 
at  aU  by  this  claimed  in  the  Icmd,  but  quod  currere  solebat  in  this 
way,  and  so  to  have  continuance  of  this."^  Lord  Bacon  spoke 
of  *' common  property  which,  like  the  air  and  watery  belongs  to 
everybody."^  The  peculiar  nature  of  running  water  was  later 
referred  to  by  Blackstone,  who  gives  several  emphatic  statements 
of  it  as  the  settled  law  of  England.  He  says :  **But,  after  all,  there 
are  some  few  things  which,  notwithstanding  the  general  introduction 
and  continuance  of  property,  must  still  unavoidably  remain  in 

common Such  (among  others)  are  the  elements  of  light,  air 

and  water,"  and  he  also  speaks  of  **the  very  elements  of  fire  or 
light,  of  air  and  of  water.  A  man  can  have  no  absolute  permanent 
property  in  these,  as  he  may  in  the  earth  and  land,  since  these  are 
of  a  vague  and  fugitive  nature";  and  again^  **For  water  is  a  mov- 


*  Lord  Coke  says:  "Land  in  legal 
Bignification  comprehendeth  any 
ground,  soil  or  earth  whatsoever,  as 
meadows,  pastures,  woods,  moors, 
waters,  marshes,  furses  and  heath," 
discussing  the  meaning  of  "land," 
adding  in  the  same  note:  "Also  the 
waters  that  yield  fish  for  the  food 
and  sustenance  of  man  are  not  by 
that  name  demandable  in  a  praecipe; 
but  the  land  whereupon  the  water 
floweth  or  standeth  is  demandable,  as, 
for  example,  viginti  acras  terrae  aqua 
coopertas.  And  lastly  the  earth 
hath  in  law  a  great  extent  upwards, 
not  only  of  water,  as  hath  been  said, 
but  of  aer  and  all  other  things  even 
up  to  heaven ;  for  cujus  est  soltum  ejus 
e$t  uaqtie  ad  caelum^  as  is  holden  in 


14  Hen.  Vni,  fol.  12;  22  Hen.  VI, 
59;  10  Edward  IV,  14."  Coke  on 
Littleton,  lib.  cap.  1,  sees.  1,  4a.  See 
Blackstone's  Commentaries,  Bk.  II,  p 
18.  That  the  law,  while  applying 
this  maxim  to  percolating  water,  does 
not  follow  it  as  to  running  water,  see 
sec.  696,  infra. 

5  Challenor  v.  Thomas,  Yelv.  143, 
80  Eng.  Reprint,  96. 

6  Jones,  J.,  in  Shury.  v.  Piggot,  3 
Bulst.  340,  81  Eng.  Reprint,  280. 
This  case  is  closely  connected  with 
the  maxim,  "Aqua  currit  et  debet 
currere  ut  currere  solebat."  InfrOf 
sec.  667. 

7  Life  of  Bacon,  English  Men  of 
Letters  Series,  p.  67. 
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able,  wandering  thing,  and  must  of  necessity  continue  common  by 
the  law  of  nature. '  *  • 

The  beginning  of  the  last  century  saw  a  re-examination  into 
the  nature  of  rights  in  running  water.  In  1805,  in  Bealey  v. 
Shaw,*  Lord  EUenborough.laid  down  the  right,  but  without  dis- 
cussing the  foundation  of  it.^^  In  1823,  however,  in  Wright  v. 
Howard,^*  it  was  said  of  a  stream,  "there  is  no  property  in  the 
water."  In  1824,  in  Williams  v.  Moreland,^^  appear  the  expres- 
sions, "Flowing  water  is  originally  publici  juris,* ^  and  "running 
water  is  not  in  its  nature  private  property."  In  1831,  in  Liggins 
V.  Inge,^  "Water  flowing  in  a  stream,  it  is  well  settled  by  the  law  of 
England,  is  publici  juris,"  In  Mason  v.  Hill,^*  decided  in  1833, 
Lord  Denman  elaborately  considered  the  attitude  of  the  law  toward 
running  water,  with  the  intention  "to  discuss,  and,  so  far  as  we  are 
able,  to  settle  the  principle  upon  which  rights  of  this  nature  depend, " 
and  this  case  has  been  generally  accepted  as  accomplishing  this  re- 
sult, settling  the  common  law  of  watercourses  in  its  present  f  orm.^^ 
Lord  Denman  quotes  at  length  from  the  civil  law,  and  says  con- 
cerning it:  "No  one  had  any  property  in  the  water  itself  except 
in  that  particular  portion  which  he  might  have  abstracted  from 
the  stream  and  of  which  he  had  the  possession,  and  during  the 
time  of  such  possession  only,"  and  says  that  the  expressions  of 
Blackstone  and  the  common-law  cases  just  quoted  calling  running 
water  "publici  juris,"  simply  adopted  into  the  common  law  this 
principle  that  the  water  itself  was  not  the  subject  of  private  owner- 
ship. This  was  followed  very  explicitly  in  the  succeeding  English 
cases.  In  one  ^®  it  was  said:  "Flowing  water,  as  well  as  light 
and  air,  are  in  one  sense  *  publici  juris.'  They  are  a  boon  from 
Providence  to  all  and  differ  in  their  mode  of  enjdyment.  Light 
and  air  are  diffused  in  all  directions,  flowing  water  in  some." 


8  Blaek8tone*8  Commentaries,  Bk. 
II,  pp.  14,  18,  395. 

»  6  East,  208,  102  Eng.  Reprint, 
1266. 

10  In  12  East,  420,  104  Eng.  Re- 
print, 167,  he  says  the  right  rests  on 
preseription. 

U  1  Sim.  &  St.  190,  57  Eng.  Re- 
print, 76. 

12  2  Bam.  &  C.  910,  107  Eng.  Re- 
print, 620. 

i»  7  Bing.  692,  5  M.  &  P.  712. 

14  5  Bam.  &  AdoL  1,  110  Eng.  Be- 
printy  692. 


IS  See  to  this  effect  regarding 
Mason  v.  Hill,  Cocker  v.  Cowper,  5 
Tyrw.  103,  1  C.  M.  &  R.  418;  Embrey 
V.  Owen,  6  Ex.  353 ;  Stockport  W.  W. 
V.  Potter,  3  Hurl.  &  C.  323 ;  McGlone 
V.  Smith,  22  L.  B.  Ir.  568;  Lord 
Blackburn,  in  Orr  Ewing  v.  Colqu- 
houn,  2  App.  Cas.  854;  Pugh  ▼. 
Wheeler,  2  Dev.  &  B.  (N.  C.)  50, 
Ruffin,  C.  J.;  Angell  on  Watercourses, 
7th  ed.,  sec.  133;  Salmond  on  Torts, 
p.  254;  Gale  on  Easements,  8th 
(1908)  ed.,  part  3,  c.  I,  p.  258. 

10  Wood  V.  Waud,  3  Ex.  748. 
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In  another: "  "The  water  which  they  claim  a  right  to  take  [from 
a  spring]  is  not  the  produce  of  the  plaintiff's  close;  it  is  not  his 
property;  it  is  not  the  subject  of  property.  Blackstone,  follow- 
ing other  elementary  writers,  classes  water  with  the  elements 
of  light  and  air."  And  in  the  classical  case  of  Embrey  v.  Owen/^ 
this  finds  what  may  be  called  its  crystallized  expression  in  the 
English  reports.  In  this  case  Baron  Parke  (who  had  also  taken 
part  in  the  judgment  in  Mason  v.  Hill)  said:  ''Flowing  water  is 
publici  juris,  not  in  the  sense  that  it  is  a  bonum  vacans,  to  which 
the  first  occupant  may  acquire  an  exclusive  right,  but  that  it  is 
public  and  common  in  this  sense  only:  that  all  may  reasonably 
use  it  who  have  a  right  of  access  to  it;  that  none  can  have  any 
property  in  the  water  itself,  except  in  the  particular  portion  which 
he  may  choose  to  abstract  from  the  stream  and  take  into  his 
possession,  and  that  during  the  time  of  his  possession  only."  ^*  As 
late  as  the  1906  Appeal  Cases  the  Chancellor  said  that  running 
water  is  ''publici  juris,"  and  a  claim  to  ownership  of  the  corpus  of 
the  water  of  a  stream  was  said  by  another  of  the  lords  to  be 
"opposed  to  elementary  ideas  about  the  water  of  a  river,"  and 
"repugnant  to  the  general  law  of  rivers."  ^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  4.    American  Anthorities. — Of  the  authorities  Chief  Justice 

Gibson  said:*^  "They  establish  that  the  use  of  water,  flowing 
in  its  natural  channel,  like  the  use  of  heat,  light  or  air,  has 
been  held  by  every  civilized  nation  from  the  earliest  times  to 
be  common  by  the  law  of  nature,  and  not  merely  public,  like 
the  use  of  a  river  or  a  port,  which  is  subject  to  municipal 
regulation  by  the  law  of  the  place.  They  establish,  also,  that 
the  domestic  uses  of  water  are  its  natural  and  primary  ones. 
Air  is  not  more  indispensable  to  the  support  of  animal  or 
vegetable  life.  Water  is  borne  by  the  air,  in  the  form  of  vapor, 
to  the  remotest  regions  of  the  earth,  for  the  free  use  and  com- 
mon refreshment  of  mankind;  and  to  interdict  the  use  of  the  one 
within  any  given  locality,  would  be  as  monstrous  and  subversive 

n  Bace  v.  Ward,  4  El.  &  B.  702.  He  cannot  say  of  any  pint  or  globule 

IS  6  Ex.  355.  of  water  that  that  pint  or  globule  ia 

19  *<It  is  a  right  of  the  same  char-  his."     Pollock,  B.,  in  Kensit  v.  Great 

acter  as  the  right  to  the  pure  flow  of  Eastern  By.  (1883),  23  Ch.  D.  566. 

air,  and  is  a  right  of  such  a  nature  20  White  ▼.  White,  [1906]  App.  Cas. 

that  the  person  who  enjoys  it  cannot  83. 

at  any  time  fix  upon  a  particular  por-  21  Mayor  y.  Commissioners,  7  P&. 

tion  of  water  to  which  he  is  entitled.  363. 
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of  the  scheme  of  animal  existence,  as  it  would  be  to  interdict 
the  use  of  the  other.  It  is  only  when  it  has  been  received  on 
the  surface  of  the  earth,  not  while  it  is  falling  from  the  clouds, 
that  it  can  be  made  to  minister  to  the  ordinary  wants  of  life ;  and 
if  it  be  common  at  first,  it  must  continue  to  be  so  while  it  is 
returning,  by  its  natural  channels,  to  the  ocean.  No  one,  there- 
fore, can  have  an  exclusive  right  to  the  aggregate  drops  that  com- 
pose the  mass  thus  flowing,  without  contravening  one  of  the  most 
peremptory  laws  of  nature.  Water  may  be  exclusively  appro- 
priated by  being  separated  from  the  mass  of  the  stream,  and  con- 
fined  in  tanks  or  trunks,  but  then  it  would  have  ceased  to  be 
aqua  profluens.*^  And  adds  that  a  grant  of  water  power  ''is  not 
a  grant  of  property  in  the  corpus  of  th«  water  as  a  chattel.'' 
Another  early  case  says:  ''It  is  too  late  to  enter  into  the  legal 
character  and  quality  of  water;  the  law  having  been  settled, 
time  oat  of  mind,  on  this  subject,  and  remained  uniform  and  un- 
questioned. Water  is  neither  land  nor  tenement,  nor  susceptible 
of  absolute  ownership.  It  is  a  movable,  wandering  thing;  and 
must  of  necessity  continue  common  by  the  law  of  nature.  It  ad- 
mits only  of  a  transient  usufructuary  property ;  and  if  it  escapes  for 
a  moment,  the  right  to  it  is  gone  forever;  the  qualified  owner 

having  no  legal  power  of  reclamation Hence,  as  it  is  said 

in  the  authorities  just  cited,  water  is  a  distinct  thing  from  the 
land.  The  truth  of  this  observation  will  be  recognized  by  every 
person  who  understands  the  natural  properties  of  each.  No  ac- 
tion of  trespass  is  sustainable  for  poisoning  the  water  on  a 
person's  land.^  But  trespass  on  the  case  may  be  maintained 
for  the  injury  done  to  a  usufructuary  right.  The  same  observa- 
tion is  equally  applicable  to  air  and  light;  and  on  account  of 
its  fugitive  nature  water  is  classed  by  all  jurists  with  these  ele- 
ments.''** And  as  a  very  recent  statement,  "The  plaintiflf  [as 
riparian  owner]  certainly  has  no  property  in  the  particles  of 
water  flowing  in  the  stream,  any  more  than  it  has  in  the  air  that 
floats  over  its  land.  Its  rights  in  that  respect  are  confined  to  their 
use  and  in  preserving  their  purity  while  passing.  So,  the  fish 
in  the  stream  were  not  the  property  of  the  plaintiflf  at  common 
law,  any  more  than  the  birds  that  flew  over  its  land."  ^* 

»  CSting    3   Blackstone'B    Commen-  28  MitcheU  v.  Warner,  5  Conn.  519. 

taries,   217;    LuttrePB   Case,   4  Coke,  24  WiUow     River     Club    v.    Wade 

84,  76  Enff.  Beprint,  1063.  (1898),  100  Wis.  86,  76  N.  W.  273, 

42  L.  E.  A.  305. 
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In  recent  California  cases  the  water  is  said  to  belong  at  common 
law  to  the  riparian  proprietors  **by  a  sort  of  common  right."  ^  It 
appears  throughout  the  California  reports,  as  hereafter  quoted. 

This  has  passed  into  the  present  Western  law  of  appropriation 
also.    Authorities  are  fully  cited  later  on.^ 

There  is  a  very  recent  tendency  to  apply  this  also  to  the  owner- 
ship of  percolating  water  under  the  recent  modification  of  the 
law  with  respect  thereto.  In  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  percolating  water  was  said  in  some  ways  to  be,  like  run- 
ning water,  in  the  negative  community,"  and  recent  California 
cases  say  that  percolating  water  no  longer  belongs  to  the  man  in 
whose  land  it  lies,  as  was  the  old  rule  which  distinguished  it  from 
running  water,  but  that,  until  possession  is  acquired,  the  owner- 
ship is  in  the  public,  or  at  least  that  portion  of  the  public  owning 
the  surface  soil,  and  it  is  common  to  a  large  portion  of  the  com- 
munity.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  6.  Common  or  Public. — ^There  is  some  variation  of  this  in 
both  civil  and  common-law  authorities.  One  variation  is  in  chang- 
ing the  expression  from  "things  common"  to  ''things  public." 
Domat  ^  names  as  common  things  the  heavens,  stars,  light,  air,  sea ; 
as  public  things,  the  rivers,  streams,  their  banks,  highways.  Fleta 
(an  early  English  writer)  says:  ''Some  things  are  common,  as  the 
air,  sea,  and  shores  of  the  sea ;  others  public,  as  the  right  of  fishing 
and  of  using  rivers  and  harbors."^  And  Lord  Denman,  in  Mason 
V.  Hill,^  says:  "It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  Fleta,  enumerating  the 
res  communes,  omits  'aqua  profluens.'  "  The  same  may  be  said  of 
Britton*  (another  early  English  writer),  declaring,  "Some  things 


25  Anaheim  W.  Co.  ▼.  Fuller,  150 
Cal.  327,  88  Pac.  978,  11  L.  B.  A., 
N.  S.,  1062;  Turner  v.  James  Canal 
Co.,  155  Cal.  82,  132  Am.  St.  Rep. 
59,  99  Pac.  520,  22  L.  B.  A.,  N.  8., 
401,  17  Ann.  Cas.  823. 

26  Infra,  sees.  18,  275-278. 

27  Infra,  sees.  34,  1100,  1102. 

28  Ex  parte  Elam,  6  Cal.  App.  233, 
91  Pac.  811;  Hudson  v.  Daily  (1909), 
156  Cal.  617,  105  Pac.  748.  In  Katz 
V.  Walkinshaw,  141  Cal.,  at  140,  99 
Am.  St.  Rep.  35,  70  Pac.  663,  74  Pac. 
766,  64  L.  B.  A.  236,  Temple,  J., 
said:  "The  members  of  the  community 
have  a  common  interest  in  the  water." 


Cf.  Bedfield,  C.  J.,  in  Ford  ▼.  Whit- 
lock  (1855),  27  Vt.  265,  saying 
streams  are  of  quasi-public  concern, 
because  they  affect  a  large  number 
of  people. 

29  Liv.  prelim.,  tit.  3,  s.  1,  p.  16. 

i  "Aliae  communes  sunt,  ut  aer, 
mare,  et  littora  maris;  aliae  publicae, 
ut  jus  piscandi,  et  applicandi  ful- 
mina  et  portus."  Fleta,  3  lib.,  cap. 
1,  i.  4. 

2  5  Barn,  ft  Adol.  1,  110  Eng. 
Beprint,  692. 

3  Bk.  II,  c.  n,  seo.  1;  Nichols' 
Translation,  p.  175. 
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are  common,  as  the  sea,  the  air,  and  the  seashore,  and  as  the  right 
of  fishing  in  tidal  waters  and  in  the  sea  and  in  common  waters  and 
rivers";  though  in  a  later  section^  he  includes  wild  animals  among 
the  things  common,  and  he  also  classes  rivers,  like  Fleta,  among  the 
things  public  instead  of  common.  So,  many  common-law  cases  al- 
ready quoted  use  the  expression  '^publici  juris."  In  conjunc- 
tion with  this  change  of  expression,  «i  few  writers  substituted  rain 
water  for  running  water  among  the  things  common.  One  civil-law 
writer  ^  commenting  on  the  Institutes  reads  aqua  pluvialis  for  pro- 
fluens,  as  among  res  communes,  and  classes  flumina  with  res  pub- 
licae.  In  another  civil-law  work  *'cosas  comunes"  are  defined  as 
those  **qui  sirven  a  los  hombres  y  demas  vivientes  como  el  aire,  el 
agua  Uovediza  [rain  water]  el  mar  y  sus  riberas.*'  ® 

It  is  evident  how  this  came  about.  In  addition  to  the  passage 
above,  classing  running  water  (aqua  profluens)  with  the  common 
things,  there  is  a  different  passage  in  the  Institutes  saying,  ''But  all 
rivers  and  harbors  are  public,"^  probably  referring  to  navigation. 
This  has  induced  some  commentators  to  class  running  water  as 
public,  and  then  substitute  rain  water  among  the  list  of  ''things 
common."*  But  the  Institutes,  with  regard  to  air,  running  water, 
and  wild  animals,  make  no  distinction;  calling  running  water 
common,  even  though  also  calling  rivers  public  as  regards  naviga- 
tion** 


(3d  ed.) 

§  6.    State  in  Trust  for  the  People. — However,  as  an  outgrowth 

of  this  variation  of  the  idea  of  the  ** negative  community" — ^the 

change  from  ** common"  to  ''public" — there  is  quite   generally 

to-day  a  tendency  to  substitute  the  positive  expression  that  running 


4  See.  3. 

6  NieasiuB,  Ub.  2,  tit.  1,  89b. 

•  Febrero  Novisimo,  T.  1,  lib.  2, 
tit  1;  Lnz  ▼.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  316, 
10  Pac.  674.  See  other  civil-law 
aothorities  infra,  see.  1025. 

T  "Flumina  autem  omnia  et  portus 
pnbliea  sunt." 

s  Professor  Maitland  says  in  his 
eommentary  upon  Bracton  in  the  pub- 
lications of  the  Selden  Society,  that 
Bracton  is  substantially  a  copy  of  the 
work  of  an  Italian  commentator  upon 
the  Institutes  of  Justinian — a  jurist 
of  Bologna  named  Azo,  of  great  repu- 


tation in  Bracton's  time.  Azo  ques- 
tions (and  Bracton  so  notes)  whether 
there  may  not  be  a  diRtinction  be- 
tween things  common  and  things  pub- 
lic, other  than  that  made  in  the  In- 
stitutes. Fleta  and  Britton  appear  to 
be  influenced  by  this  note  of  Brac- 
ton, and  having  put  rivers  into  "public 
things"  (as  do  the  Institutes),  feel  a 
necessity  then  to  depart  from  the  In- 
stitutes and  omit  running  water  from 
the  "common  things." 

0  The  complete  classification  in  the 
Institutes  of  Justinian  is  quoted  in 
full  in  the  chapter  devoted  to  the  civil 
law.    Infra^  sec.  1025  et  seq. 
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water  belongs  to  the  State  in  trust  for  the  people  or  the  public,  in 
analogy  to  a  similar  change  in  the  way  of  stating  the  law  regarding 
wild  game,  and  the  law  of  the  beds  of  navigable  waters.  Thus, 
while  the  shores  of  the  sea  and  beds  of  navigable  waters  are,  in  the 
civil  law,  in  the  negative  community  and  ** common"  as  distin- 
guished from  *' public,"*®  the  modern  common-law  phrase  is  that 
they  are  owned  by  the  State  in  trust  for  the  people.**  The  same 
change  is  fairly  well  established  regarding  wild  animals  or  game.*^ 
In  nearly  all  now  of  the  Western  States  this  change  of  ex- 
'pression  is,  by  statute,  introduced  regarding  running  water. "  All 
waters  within  the  State  are  declared  to  be  **the  property  of  the 
public"  (or  to  **belong  to  the  public")  in  Arizona,  California, 
Colorado,  Montaila,  Nevada,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Oregon, 
North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Texas,  Utah  and  Wyoming; 
while  in  Idaho,  Nevada,  North  Dakota  and  Wyoming  there 
are  also  declarations  that  waters  are  'Hhe  property  of  the 
State.  "*^  Some  of  the  expressions  in  the  cases  construing  these 
provisions  consider  them  simply  as  an  affirmance  of  the  idea  of  the 
''negative  community,"  as,  for  example,  **The  waters  become  per- 
force publici  juris/ '^^  or,  "The  waters  of  flowing  streams  are 
publici  juris, — ^the  gift  of  God  to  all  His  creatures,"*®  and  the 
Idaho  court  held  that  a  suit  to  determine  the  rights  of  all  water 
users  on  a  stream  was  not  a  suit  concerning  rights  in  State  prop- 
erty.*^ But  some  of  the  decisions  adopt,  as  a  result  of  these  stat- 
utes, the  expression  that  running  water  ''belongs  to  the  State  in 
trust  for  the  people. ' '  ** 


10  Infra,  see.  898. 

11  Infra,  sec.  898. 

12  Geer  v.  Connecticut,  161  U.  S. 
519,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  600,  40  L.  Ed. 
793.  In  this,  the  leading  case.  Field, 
J.,  dissented,  however,  because  he  be- 
lieved wild  animals  belonged  neither  to 
the  State,  nor  the  public,  nor  individu- 
als, but  to  no  one,  being  in  the  nega- 
tive communitj,  and  the  difference  in 
the  mode  of  expression  he  believed 
material,  and  should  be  maintained. 

Mr.  Justice  Angellotti,  in  a  recent 
California  case,  says:  "Nothing  is 
better  settled  than  the  doctrine  that 
the  ownership  of  wild  game,  not  re- 
duced to  actual  possession  by  private 
parties,  of  which  the  fish  in  our  waters 
constitute  a  part,  is  in  the  people  of 
the  State  in  their  collective  capacity. 
(Citing  People  v.  Truckee  etc.  Co.,  116 


Cal.  397,  58  Am.  St.  Rep.  183,  48  Pac. 
374,  39  L.  B.  A.  581.)  Until  actu- 
ally reduced  to  possession,  the  fish 
belong  to  aU  the  people  of  the  State 
in  common."  Ex  parte  Bailey,  155 
Cal.  472,  132  Am.  St.  Rep.  95,  101 
Pac.  441. 

13  See  infra,  sec.  170. 

M  Infra,  sec.  170.  In  California, 
by  an  act  of  1911,  the  declaration  is 
that  they  are  the  "property  of  the 
people  of  the  State  of  California." 

15  Willey  V.  Decker,  11  Wyo.  496, 
100  Am.  St.  Rep.  939,  73  Pac.  210. 

16  Mohl  V.  Lamar  Canal  Co.  (C.  C. 
'Colo.),  128  Fed.  776. 

17  Bear  Lake  Co.  v.  Budge,  9  Idaho, 
703,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  179,  75  Pac 
614. 

18  Infra,  sec.  170  et  seq. 
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This  18  the  same  modification  of  the  original  idea  of  the  '^  nega- 
tive community"  as  that  just  pointed  out — ^the  variation  from 
"common''  to  ''public/'  From  saying  that  the  running  waters  of  a 
natural  resource  belong  to  no  one  at  all,  it  is  an  easy  transition 
to  say  that  they  belong  to  the  State  in  trust  for  everyone.  It  had 
originally  come  about  in  the  Desert  States  (the  public  land  States) 
as  opening  a  road  to  their  departure  from  title  in  the  United  States 
to  waters  on  the  public  domain  within  their  limits.^®  In  the  pioneer 
California  days  the  theory  was  that  the  corpus  of  running  water  on 
the  public  domain  belongs  to  no  one  (neither  United  States,  State, 
nor  individuals) ,  being  a  distinctly  negative  idea ;  but  that  the  right 
to  its  flow  and  use,  the  usufruct  in  the  natural  resource,  belongs  to 
the  United  States  on  public  lands.^  But  the  Desert  States  to-day 
deny  to  the  United  States  any  right  of  property  with  regard  there- 
to; and  this  change  from  the  ''negative  community"  to  the  positive 
one  of  ''State  in  Trust  for  the  People"  facilitates,  or  is  the  result 
of,  this  deniaL 

(3d  ed.) 

§  7.    Conclusion. — ^For  the  present  discussion,  however,  there 

is  no  substantial  difference  in  the  two  forms  of  expression  (that 
is,  whether  common  or  public ;  res  communes  or  publici  juris;  the 
property  of  no  one  or  the  property  of  the  State  in  trust  for  the 
people).  So  far  as  they  concern  the  private  rights  of  individuals, 
whether  under  the  law  of  appropriation  or  the  common  law  of 
riparian  rights,  both  are  founded  on  the  ancient  view  taken  by  the 
law  that  running  water  unrestrained  in  its  natural  course  belongs 
to  the  "negative  community"  and  is  nobody's  property;  its  parti- 
cles or  aggregate  drops,  in  specie  or  as  a  substance,  being  outside 
the  domain  of  what  can  constitute  property ;  just  as  no  one  can  be 
said  to  own  the  air,  the  sea  water,  the  rain  or  the  clouds  or  the 
moon  or  stars,  or  the  pearl  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  the  wild 
animals  in  the  forest,  or  the  fish  swimming  in  the  running  stream 
itself.  Like  all  these  things,  running  water  in  its  native  condition 
is  a  substance  wandering  at  large,  obeying  its  own  will  and  ever 
changing  its  form  and  position,  uncontrolled  by  man,  and  with 
them,  moves  in  "the  negative  community,"  whatever  be  the  phrase 
adopted  to  express  that  idea. 

i»  Infra,  sec.  167  et  Beq. 

»  Kidd  T.  Laird,  15  Cal.  161,  76  Am.  Dec.  472,  4  Morr.  Min.  Eep.  571. 

§§  8-14.     (Blank  numbers,) 
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CHAPTER  2. 

THE  USUFRUCT  OP  THE  NATURAL  RESOURCE. 

S  15.    Bights  of  use. 

I  16,    Same. 

S  17.    American  authorities. 

I  18.    Western  authorities. 

S  19.     Conclusion. 

18  20-29.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(3d  ed.) 

§  16.  Bights  of  TTse. — ^While  the  corptts  of  naturally  running 
water  is  thus  in  the  negative  community  and  not  the  subject  of 
private  ownership  (or  ^'belongs  to  the. public"),  the  law  recog- 
nizes nevertheless  a  very  substantial  right  in  its  flow  and  use, — 
the  right  to  have  the  liquid  flow  and  to  use  it,  which  the  law  calls 
the  ** usufructuary  right,'*  or  the  *' water  right.''  The  law  of 
watercourses  consists  of  the  rules  governing  this  right  of  flow  and 
use  of  the  natural  resource.  We  do  not  stop  long  over  this, 
merely  giving  authorities  to  show  the  distinction  between  the  usu- 
fruct and  the  water  itself. 

There  is  in  the  civil  law  a  large  body  of  law  known  as  the  law 
of  *' usufruct."*  One  civil-law  writer  says,  continuing  a  passage 
quoted  above:*  ''Though  not  susceptible  of  being  property,  things 
of  this  nature  [the  negative  community]  do  not  the  less  fall  within 
the  province  of  the  law  for  the  regulation  of  their  lise,  which  is 
not  absolutely  abandoned  to  the  caprice  of  all."'  Puffendorfl^, 
speaking  of  the  air,  one  member  of  the  negative  community,  says : 
*.*  So,  though  no  one  will  pretend  to  fix  a  property  in  the  wind,  yet 
we  may  appoint  a  service  or  duty  of  not  intercepting  the  wind  to 
the  prejudice  of  our  mills."*  Another  civil-law  authority,^  speak- 
ing of  a  riparian  proprietor  owning  both  banks  of  a  stream,  says 


1  Inst.  Just.,  Ub.  I,  tit.  IV,  V, 
Pandects,  lib.  VH.  See  Noodt's  "De 
Usufructu,"  opp.  torn.  1,  pp.  387-478. 

2  Supra,  sec.  2,  note  11. 

3  ''Quoique  non  susceptibles  de  pro- 
pri6t6,  les  choses  de  cette  nature  n'en 
tombent  pas  moins  sous  I'empire  du 
Droit  pour  le  r^glement  de  leur  usage, 
qui  n'est  pas,  d'une  manidre  absolue, 
abandonn6  k  la  discretion  de  tous.'' 


Droit  Civile  Francais,  par  Aubry  ft 
Rau,  4th  ed.,  vol.  II,  pi  35,  citing 
Code  Napoleon,  sec.  714.  This  article 
714  reads  as  follows:  "There  are 
things  which  belong  to  no  one,  and 
the  use  whereof  is  common  to  all. 
The  laws  of  police  regulate  the  man- 
ner of  enjoying  such  things." 

4  Puffendorff,  lib.  IV,  c.  V,  sec.  11. 

s  Hall's  Mexican  Law,  sec.  1392. 
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of  the  water:  "It  is  not  his  own  as  to  property,  but  only  as  to  the 
use  which  he  can  make  of  it  in  its  passage."  When  it  is  said  that 
running  water  is  common,  it  is  meant  that  the  stream  is  a  common 
source  of  supply,  which  many  individuals  have  the  right  to  enjoy. 
In  the  old  case  of  Shury  v.  Piggot,  we  recall  the  passages  already 
quoted  where  it  is  said  that  (iqtui  profluens  is  in  a  class  with  the  air, 
and  a  man's  right  therein  includes  no  interest  in  the  land  but  only 
a  right  to  continuance  of  flow.  Blackstone  says:  "For  water  is  a 
movable,  wandering  thing,  and  must  of  necessity  continue  common 
by  the  law  of  nature,  so  that  I  can  only  have  a  temporary,  transient 
usufructuary  property  therein."*  And  again  speaking  of  '* quali- 
fied property"  as  opposed  to  an  absolute  right  of  property,  Black- 
stone  says:  "Many  other  things  may  also  be  the  objects  of  qualified 
property.  It  may  subsist  in  the  very  elements  of  fire  or  light, 
of  air,  and  of  water.  A  man  can  have  no  absolute  permanent 
property  in  these,  as  he  may  in  the  earth  and  land,  since  these 
are  of  a  vague  and  fugitive  nature,  and  therefore  can  admit  only 
of  a  precarious  and  qualified  ownership,  which  lasts  so  long  as 
they  are  in  actual  use  and  occupation,  but  no  longer.  If  a  man 
disturbs  another,  and  deprives  him  of  the  lawful  enjoyment  of 
these;  if  one  obstructs  another's  ancient  windows,  corrupts  the 
air  of  his  house  or  gardens,  fouls  his  water,  or  unopens  and  lets 
it  out,  or  if  he  diverts  an  ancient  watercourse  that  used  to  run  to 
the  other's  mill  or  meadow;  the  law  will  animadvert  hereon  as  an 
injury,  and  protect  the  party  injured  in  his  possession.  But  the 
property  in  them  ceases  the  instant  they  are  out  of  possession ;  for, 
when  no  man  is  engaged  in  their  actual  occupation,  they  become 
again  conunon,  and  every  man  has  equal  right  to  appropriate  them 
to  his  own  use."''  One  well-known  English  case  says:  "The  prop- 
erty in  the  water  itself  was  not  in  the  proprietor  of  the  land 
through  which  it  passes,  but  only  the  use  of  it,  as  it  passes  along, 
for  the  enjoyment  of  his  property,  and  as  incidental  to  it."®  The 
classical  English  expression  is  in  Embrey  v.  Owen,®  saying,  as  else- 
where quoted,^^  that  flowing  water  is  publici  juris,  in  which,  itself, 
none  can  have  any  property,  but  may  have  a  right  to  reasonably 
use  it.    "Each  proprietor  of  the  adjacent  land  has  the  right  to  the 

•  2  Blaekstone*8  Ck>mmentarie8,  18.  8    Wood  y.  Waud,  3  Ex.  775,  citing 

T  Blackstone'*?     Commentaries,    Bk.      Story  and  Kent. 

n,  t  26,  p.  395.  ?n^  /•  ^^^'    «a^ 

'  '  *^  10  Infra,  aec.  694, 
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usufruct  of  the  stream  which  flows  through  it/'  the  right  to  the 
benefit  and  advantage  of  the  water  as  it  flows  past.^^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  16.    Same. — ^There  is  an  interesting  early  Scotch  case  in 

which  this  phase  of  the  law  is  analyzed.  It  is  worth  the  attention 
of  those  who  are  interested  in  the  history  of  the  law.^*  Lord  Kames 
reports  it  as  follows:  The  lakes  of  Fanyside  are  distant  about  a 
mile  or  two  from  the  River  Aven.  Between  the  lakes  and  the  river 
is  a  mill  taking  water  from  the  lakes.  The  waste  water  from  the 
mill  descends  to  the  river,  and  is  the  only  water  that  reaches  the 
river  unless  when  the  lakes  in  great  speats  overflow  their  banks. 
The  lakes,  the  mill  and  the  whole  surrounding  lands  belong  to  Mr. 
Elphinstone  of  Cumbernauld,  and  he  projected  an  artificial  canal 
to  direct  the  water  of  the  lakes  into  a  diflPerent  river.  The  pro- 
prietors of  many  mills  upon  the  River  Aven  took  the  alarm,  and 
commenced  a  declarator  against  Mr.  Elphinstone. 

'^At  advising  this  cause^  much  darkness  was  occasioned  by  a 
notion  that  some  of  the  judges  unwarily  adopted,  as  if  a  river  could 
be  appropriated  like  a  field  or  a  horse.  A  river,  which  is  in  per- 
petual motion,  is  not  naturally  susceptible  of  appropriation;  and 
were  it  susceptible,  it  would  be  greatly  against  the  public  interest 
that  it  should  be  suffered  to  be  brought  under  private  property. 
In  general,  by  the  laws  of  all  polished  nations,  appropriation  is 
authorized  with  respect  to  every  subject  that  is  best  enjoyed  sepa- 
rately ;  but  barred  with  respect  to  every  subject  that  is  best  enjoyed 
in  common.  Water  is  scattered  over  the  face  of  the  earth  in  rivers, 
lakes,  etc.,  for  the  use  of  animals  and  vegetables.  Water  drawn 
from  a  river  into  vessels  or  into  ponds  becomes  private  property; 
but  to  admit  of  such  property  with  respect  to  the  river,  itself,  con- 
sidered as  a  complex  body,  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  public 
interest  by  putting  it  into  the  pow^r  of  one  man  to  lay  waste  a 

whole  country A  man  who  builds  a  mill  is  entitled  to  make 

an  aqueduct,  provided,  after  using  the  water  for  his  mill,  he  restore 
it  to  the  river  from  whence  it  was  taken.    This  right  he  has  from 

11  Another  English  case  says:  "All  12  Magistrates  of  Linlithgow,  etc., 

that  a  riparian  proprietor  is  entitled      contra   Elphinstone  of   Cumbernauld, 

tSe^alTbln^'licl'tei;  to  Mm!"      ^  Kames,  331  (Scotch),  Jan.  U,  1768 
Earle,  C.  J.,  in  Medway  Co.  v.  Bom-      (italics  ours), 
ney,  9  Com.  B.,  N.  S.,  586. 


i  17  Gh.  2.    THE  U8UFBUCT.  (Sd-ed.)     17 

the  law  of  nature  without  the  aid  of  prescription.  But  to  carry  the 
water  another  way  without  restoring  it  will  require  forty  years' 
possession  to  defend  him  by  negative  prescription  against  a  chal- 
lenge by  inferior  heritors. 

"Laying,  then,  aside  arguments  from  property  or  servitude,  the 
principles  that  govern  this  case  are  as  follows:  A  river  may  be 
considered  as  the  common  property  of  the  whole  nation,  but  the  law 
declares  against  separate  property  of  the  whole  or  part.  '  Et  quidem 
naturali  jure  communia  sunt  haec:  Aer,  aqua  profluens,  et  mare.'  ^ 
A  river  is  one  subject  composed  of  a  trunk  and  branches.  No  indi- 
vidual can  appropriate  a  river  or  any  branch  of  it;  but  every  indi- 
vidual of  the  nation^  those  especially  who  have  land  adjoining,  are 
entitled  to  the  use  of  the  water  for  their  private  purposes.  Hence  it 
follows,  that  no  man  is  entitled  to  divert  the  course  of  a  river  or  of 
any  of  its  branches ;  which  would  be  depriving  others  of  their  right, 
viz.,  the  use  of  the  water.* '^^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  17.  American  Authorities. — ^In  American  cases  the  same 
doctrine  is  laid  down.  Justice  Story  says:  ^*  **But,  strictly  speak- 
mg,  he  has  no  property  in  the  water  itself,  but  a  simple  use  of  it 
while  it  passes  along."  And  Kent:  ^^  *'He  has  no  property  in  the 
water  itself,  but  a  simple  usufruct  while  it  passes  along."  In  a  New 
York  case:  ^^  ** Another  maxim  ....  is,  that  the  owner  of  the  bed 
of  the  stream  does  not  own  the  water,  but  he  only  has  a  mere  right 
to  its  use ;  he  has  a  mere  usufruct."  In  a  Massachusetts  case :  ''In 
relation  to  the  stream  itself,  it  is  now  a  well-settled  principle 
that  no  one,  neither  the  riparian  proprietor  nor  the  owner  of 
a  mill,  acquires  or  has  any  property  in  the  water  flowing  in  it, 
except  as  to  that  portion  which  he  actually  withdraws  and  holds 
in  his  own  possession;  but,  instead  of  this,  that  he  has  a  simple 
usufruct  of  it  while  it  passes  along.  "^®    In  a  very  recent  New 

13  1  Instit.  de  remin  divisione.  season ;  that  is,  it  was  xnainlj  an  aTti- 

14  The   case   then   proceeds   to   dis-  •fioial  flow.    See  infra,  sec.  53,  etc. 
tingnish    the    tinderground    "feeders"  w  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason,  397, 
(percolating  tributaries)   as  not  gov-  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,312. 

emed  by  the  above.    Judgment  in  the  ^o  3  Com.  Marg.  439. 

ease  was  for  defendant  on  the  ground  "  Pixley  v.  Clark  (1866),  35  N.  Y. 

that  the  flow  from  the  lakes  to  the  520,  91  Am.  Dec.  72. 

river  was  not  a  constant  run  of  water,  18  Pratt     v.     Lamson,     2     Allen 

bnt  only  occasional  flood  water  in  wet  (Mass.),  287. 
Water  Bights— S 
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York  case*^  it  is  said:  "The  water  which  flows  over  the  lands 
of  a  person  is  not  his  property,  and  at  most  he  has  &  mere  usufruc- 
tuary right  therein,  and  must  so  use  it  as  to  not  unnecessarily  and 
unreasonably  impair  its  usefulness,  by  other  riparian  owners. 
While  the  Deposit  Electric  CJompany  may  own  the  land  on  which 
the  dam  is  built,  and  also  a  large  portion  of  the  lands  covered  by 
the  pond,  yet  as  was  said  in  Sweet  v.  Syracuse :  ^  'It  is  a  principle 
recognized  in  the  jurisprudence  of  every  civilized  people  from  the 
earliest  times  that  no  absolute  property  can  be  acquired  in  flowing 
water.  Like  light,  air,  or  heat  of  the  sun,  it  has  none  of  the  at- 
tributes commonly  ascribed  to  property,  and  is  not  the  subject  of 
exclusive  dominion  and  control,  ....  While  the  right  to  use  it  as 
it  flows  along  in  a  body  may  become  a  property  right,  yet  the  water 
itself,  the  corpus  of  the  stream,  never  becomes,  or  in  the  nature  of 
things  can  become,  the  subject  of  fixed  appropriation  or  exclusive 
dominion,  in  the  sense  that  property  in  the  water  itself  can  be  ac- 
quired, or  become  the  subject  of  transmission  from  one  to  another. 
Neither  sovereign  nor  subject  can  acquire  anything  more  than  a 

mere  usufructuary  right  therein These  propositions  have 

been  often  stated  by  jurists  and  in  judicial  decisions  in  different 
forms,  but  it  is  believed  that  they  all  concur  in  the  same  general 
result.'  " 

(3d  ed.) 

§  18.  Western  Authorities.— The  California  court  has  laid  this 
down  in  many  cases.  In  the  earliest  case  upon  the  subject  it 
said:  **It  is  laid  down  by  our  law-writers  that  the  right  of  prop- 
erty in  water  is  usufructuary,  and  consists  not  so  much  of  the  fluid 
itself  as  the  advantage  of  its  use.''^^  In  another  early  case  the 
court  was  very  emphatic,  saying:  **This  court  has  never  departed 
from  tlie  doctrine  that  running  water,  so  long  as  it  continues  to 
flow  in  its  natural  course,  is  not,  and  cannot  be  made,  the  subject 
of  private  ownership.  A  right  may  be  acquired  to  its  use  which 
will  be  regarded  and  protected  as  property,  but  it  has  been  dis- 
tinctly declared  in  several  cases  that  this  right  carries  with  it  no 

specific  property  in  the  water  itself In  regard  to  the  water 

of  the  stream,  his  rights  [an  appropriator's],  like  those  of  a 
riparian  owner,  are  strictly  usufructuary,  and  the  rules  of  law  by 

i»  In  re  Delaware  Biver  (1909),  131  21  Eddy  v.  Simpson,  3  CaL  249,  5S 

App.  Div.  403,  115  N.  Y.  Supp.  750.      Am.  Dec.  408. 

20  129   N.   Y.  335,  27  N.  B.  1081, 
^9  N.  £.  289. 
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which  they  are  governed  are  perfectly  well  settled;**^  In  an- 
other: **The  property  is  not  in  the  corpus  of  the  water,  but  only 
in  its  use.*'^  Again:  **It  is  not  necessary  in  this  case  to  de- 
fine in  detail  the  precise  extent  of  the  riparian  right  as  existing 
in  this  country;  it  is  enough  to  say  that  under  settled  principles, 
both  of  the  civil  and  common  law,  the  riparian  proprietor  has 
a  usufruct  in  the  stream  as  it  passes  over  his  land."  ^^  In  Lux  v. 
Haggin,^  the  California  court  elaborately  reviewed  the  entire  law 
of  waters,  and  this  is  there  laid  down:  "As  to  the  nature  of  the 
right  of  the  riparian  owner  in  the  water,  by  all  the  modern  as 
well  as  ancient  authorities  the  right  in  the  water  is  usufructuary 
and  consists  not  so  much  in  the  fluid  itself  as  in  its  uses."  In 
another  case  in  that  court  Mr.  Justice  Henshaw  said:  "The  right 
of  a  riparian  proprietor  in  or  to  the  waters  of  a  stream  flowing 
through  or  along  his  land  is  not  a  right  of  ownership  in  or  to 
those  waters,  but  is  a  usufructuary  right — a  right,  among  others, 
to  make  a  reasonable  use  of  a  reasonable  quantity  for  irrigation, 
returning  the  surplus  to  the  natural  channel,  that  it  may  flow  on 
in  its  accustomed  mode  to  the  land  below";  ^  and  again  in  another 
it  was  said:  "The  rights  of  the  riparian  owner  ....  do  not  in- 
clude a  proprietorship  in  the  corpus  of  the  water.  His  right  to 
the  water  is  limited  to  its  use,"  etc.^  Many  other  California 
cases,  hereafter  cited,  lay  this  down,  and  so  do  the  other  Western 
courts,  such  as,  for  example,  the  Nebraska  court,  saying:  "The 
law  does  not  recognize  a  riparian  property  right  in  the  corpus  of 
the  water.  The  riparian  proprietor  does  not  own  the  water.  He 
has  the  right  only  to  enjoy  the  advantage  of  a  reasonable  use  of 
the  stream  as  it  flows  by  his  land,  subject  to  a  like  right  belong- 
ing to  all  other  riparian  proprietors."^  "The  water  of  a  stream 
is  not  the  subject  of  ownership  in  the  ordinary  sense,  but  the  right 
of  property  is  in  the  right  to  use  its  flow,  and  not  in  the  specific 
water.  "^ 

The  right  of  an  appropriator  under  the  Western  law  of  prior 
appropriation  is  governed  by  the  same  principle.    Nothing  is  more 

22  Kidd  V.  Laird,  15  Cal.  162,  76  27  Gould  v.  Eaton,  117  Cal.  542,  49 

Am.  Dec.  472,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  571.  Pac.  577,  38  L.  B.  A.  181. 

a  Nevada  etc.  Co.  y.  Kidd,  37  Cal.  ^8  Crawford  etc.  Co.  v.  Hathaway, 

f;  T^             -B"            KA  n  1    Q  67.  Neb.  325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  93 

^  f^  T'ofrJ^'inVl   «-^'  N.  W.  781,  60  L.  E.  A.  889.  ' 

25  69  Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  6/4.  ' 

26  Hargrave  v.  Cook,  108  Cal.  72,  l  29  Cyc.  334. 
41  Pac.  18,  30  L.  B.  A.  390. 
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firmly  settled  in  the  West  than  the  rale  that  an  appropriator  can 
have  no  ownership  in  the  water,  as  such,  in  the  natural  stream 
above  the  head  of  his  canal  or  ditch,  and  that  his  right  is  solely  one 
to  have  the  stream  water  flow  to  his  ditch  so  that  it  may  be  used.^ 

This  principle  of  a  private  right  in  the  use  of  the  natural  re- 
source as  distinguished  from  the  substance  itself  is  taken  from  the 
law  of  ** usufruct"  in  the  Institutes,'  and  is  well  recognized  to-day. 
This  usufructuary  right,  or  "water-right,*'  is  the  substantial  right 
with  regard  to  flowing  waters;  is  the  right  which  is  almost  in- 


a  Eddy  V.  Simpson,  3  Cal.  249,  58 
Am.  Dec.  408,  15  Morr.  Min.  Eep. 
175;  HiU  ▼.  Newman,  5  Cal.  445,  63 
Am.  Dec.  140,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  513; 
Conger  ▼.  Weaver,  6  Cal.  548,  65  Am. 
Dec.  528,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  594; 
Crandall  ▼.  Woods,  8  Cal.  136,  1  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  604;  HiU  v.  King,  8  CaL 
336,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  533;  Kidd 
V.  Laird,  15  Cal.  161,  76  Am.  Dec. 
472,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  571;  Heyne- 
man  v.  Blake,  19  Cal.  579;  McDonald 
V.  Askew,  29  Cal.  200,  1  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  660;  Nevada  etc.  Co.  v.  Kidd, 
37  Cal.  282;  Hanson  v.  McCue,  42  Cal. 
308,  10  Am.  Rep.  299;  Los  Angeles 
V.  Baldwin,  53  Cal.  469;  Pope  v. 
Banman,  54  Cal.  3;  Parks  Canal  Co. 
V.  Hoyt,  57  Cal.  44;  Lux  v.  Haggin, 
69  Cal.  255,  at  p.  390,  10  Pac.  674; 
Swift  V.  Goodrich,  70  Cal.  103,  11 
Pac.  561;  Green  v.  Carotta,  72  Cal. 
267,  13  Pac.  865;  Riverside  Co.  v. 
Gage,  89  Cal.  410,  26  Pac.  889;  BaU 
V.  Kehl,  95  Cal.  613,  30  Pac.  780; 
Vernon  Irr.  Co.  v.  Los  Angeles,  106 
Cal.  237,  39  Pac.  762;  McGuire  v. 
Brown,   106  Cal.   660,  39   Pac.   1060, 

30  L.  R.  A.  384;  Hargrave  v.  Cook, 
108  Cal.  72,  41  Pac.  18,  30  L.  R.  A. 
390;  Smith  v.  Green,  109  Cal.  229, 
41  Pac.  1022;  People  v.  Truckee  etc. 
Co.,  116  Cal.  397,  58  Am.  St.  Rep. 
183,  48  Pac.  374,  39  L.  R.  A.  581; 
Gould  V.  Eaton,  117  Cal.  542,  49  Pac. 
577,  38  L.  R.  A.  181;  Katz  v.  Walkin- 
shaw,  141  Cal.  116,  99  Am.  St.  Rep. 
35,  70  Pac.  663,  74  Pac.  766,  64  L.  R. 
A.  236  (Shaw,  J.)  ;  Calkins  v.  Sorosis 
Co.,  150  Cal.  431,  88  Pac.  1094;  Duck- 
worth V.  Watsonville  Co.,  150  Cal. 
520,  89  Pac.  338;  Hesperia  etc.  Co. 
V.  Gardiner,  4  Cal.  App.  357,  88  Pac. 
286;  Saint  v.  Guerreno,  17  Colo.  448, 

31  Am.  St.  Rep.  320,  30  Pac.  335; 


Boise  etc.  Co.  v.  Stewart,  10  Idaho, 
38,  77  Pac.  25,  321;  Crawford  Co. 
V.  Hathaway,  67  Neb.  325,  108  Am. 
St.  Rep.  647,  93  N.  W.  781,  60  L.  R. 
A.  889;  Salt  Lake  City  v.  Salt  Lake 
etc.  Co.,  24  Utah,  249,  67  Pac.  672, 
61  L.  R.  A.  648;  Salt  Lake  City  v. 
Salt  Lake  etc.  Co.,  25  Utah,  456,  71 
Pac.  1069;  Willey  v.  Decker,  11  Wyo. 
496,  100  Am.  St.  Rep.  939,  73  Pac. 
210;  Pomeroy  on  Riparian  Rights,  sec. 
55;  Kinney  on  Irrigation,  p.  398, 
suprOi     See,  also,  infra,  sec.  276. 

"There  is  no  absolute  property  in 
the  waters  of  a  natural  watercourse  or 
natural  lake.  No  right  can  be  ac- 
quired to  such  waters  except  a  usu- 
fructuary right — the  right  to  use  it, 
or  to  dispose  of  its  use  for  a  bene* 
flcial  purpose."  Nev.  Stats.  1907,  p. 
30,  sec.  3. 

Unfortunately,  the  distinction  has 
not  always  been  appreciated.  For  ex- 
ample, in  an  overruled  Colorado  case  it 
wrfs  said:  "The  distinction  attempted 
to  be  drawn  between  the  right  to  use 
water  and  the  title  to  it  is  purely 
mythical  and  imaginary,  and  the 
sooner  it  is  dropped,  and  the  two 
treated  as  identical,  the  better,  and  less 
confusion  will  exist."  Wyatt  v.  Lari- 
mer etc.  Co.  (1892),  1  Colo.  App. 
480,  29  Pac.  913.  The  case  was 
overruled  in  18  Colo.  298,  36  Am. 
St.  Rep.  280,  33  Pac.  144.  See, 
likewise,  Fresno  Irr.  Co.  v.  Park, 
129  Cal.  437,  at  448,  62  Pac.  87, 
speaking  of  the  distinction  "some- 
times made"  between  the  ownership  of 
the  use  of  the  water  and  the  owner- 
ship of  its  corpus.  See,  also,  Stanis- 
laus W.  Co.  V.  Bachman,  152  Cal.  716, 
93  Pac.  858,  15  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  359. 

*  Supra,  Bee.  1  et  seq. 
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variably  the  subject  matter  over  which  irrigation  or  water  power 
or  similar  contracts  are  made  and  litigation  arises;  and  is  real 
property.  It  is  as  fundamental  under  the  law  of  riparian  rights 
as  under  the  law  of  appropriation.  Undier  the  latter  the  right  of 
use  lasts  only  while  in  actual  application.  Under  the  former  the 
right  of  use  is  perpetual  whether  actually  exercised  or  not;  it  is 
perpetually  annexed  as  a  privilege  to  the  riparian  freehold,  to  be 
put  into  actual  exercise  whenever  its  owner  will,  or  not  at  all,  but 
none  the  less  a  mere  right  of  use,  present  or  future,  including  no 
ownership  of  any  drop  of  the  water  while  it  continues  flowing 
naturally. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  19.    Conclmion, — The  law  of  watercourses  under  whatever 

sjrstem  (whether  appropriation  or  riparian  rights),  borrowing  from 
the  civil  law,  is  but  a  development  of  the  exercise  of  the  usufruc- 
tuary right,  and  of  the  severance  in  pursuance  of  it,  of  a  portion 
of  the  water  from  the  natural  stream.  The  water  in  the  stream — 
in  the  natural  resource — itself  is  nobody's  property,  or  *' belongs  to 
the  public."  The  right  may  exist,  in  one  having  a  right  of  access 
to  it,  to  take  of  it  or  otherwise  use  it  (called  usufructuary)  and  to 
have  it  flow  to  him  for  his  use.  Any  part  taken  in  the  fulfillment 
of  this  usufructuary  right  is  the  private  property  of  the  taker  while 
in  his  possession,  and  it  is  to  this  last  proposition  that  we  now 
proceed. 

§§  20-29.     (Blank  numbers,) 
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CHAPTER  3. 

WATER  SEVERED  PROM  THE  NATURAL  RESOURCE  AND 

REDUCED  TO  POSSESSION. 

S  30.  Introductory. 

§  31.  Severed  water. 

§  32.  What  acts  reduce  the  water  to  possession. 

8  33.  Analogj  to  wild  animals — a  ''mineral  fera/R  iuxiwae^ 

\  34.  Distinguished  from  percolating  waWr — Ohio  Oil  Co.  ▼.  Indiana. 

8  35.  Becoming  personal  property. 

8  30'.  Same. 

8  37.  Escaped  or  abandoned  water. 

8  38.  Becapture  where  abandonment  not  intended* 

8  38a.  Same. 

8  39.  Sanfe. 

8  40.  Statutory  regulation  of  recapture. 

88  41-50.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(3d  ed.) 

§  SO.  The  development  of  the  law  of  running  water  carries 
the  foregoing  to  its  conclusion  whereby  the  stream  water  which, 
while  in  the  stream,  is  not,  as  a  substance,  the  subject  of  prop- 
erty (or  ''belongs  to  the  public''),  finally  passes  into  private  owner- 
ship. This  occurs  when  some  portion  of  it  is  taken  out  of  the 
natural  resource,  severed  from  the  stream,  and  reduced  to  posses- 
sion. The  specific  portion  of  water  taken  ceases  to  be  in  the  nega- 
tive community  or  to  ''belong  to  the  public'*  so  long  (but  no 
longer)  as  it  is  subjected  to  the  actual  possession,  control  and 
dominion  of  a  private  individual.  A  water-right  is  a  usufruct  in 
the  stream,  the  natural  resource,  consisting  in  the  right  to  have  the 
water  flow  so  that  some  portion  of  it  (which  portion  the  law  limits 
in  various  ways  under  the  system  of  prior  appropriation  or  the 
system  of  riparian  rights)  may  be  reduced  to  possession  and  made 
the  private  property  of  an  individual. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  31.    Severed  Water. — ^In  the  civil  law  it  is  said:  "Upon  these 

principles,  running  waters  are  held  by  the  Roman  juris-consulti 
to  be  common  to  all  men.  But  it  also  follows  that  this  decision 
does  not  apply  to  waters,  the  appropriation  of  which  (to  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  common  enjoyment)  is  necessary  for  a  certain  pur- 
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pose,  as  water  in<slnded  in  a  pipe  or  other  vessel  for  certain  uses.*'* 
Viimiiis  says,  in  commenting  on  the  passage  in  the  Institutes  above 
quoted  regarding  air,  running  water,  and  the  sea:  "First  of  all, 
these  things  are  in  their  nature  suited  to  the  common  use  of  all ; 
and  next,  in  case  any  of  these  things  is  such  that  in  its  nature  it 
can  be  taken  into  possession,  it  belongs  to  the  possessor  so  far  as 
he  does  not  injure  the  general  use  by  such  occupation."*  And 
commenting  upon  the  same  passage  in  the  Institutes  a  Scotch  case 
sajTs:  **  Water  drawn  from  a  river  into  vessels  or  into  ponds  be- 
comes private  property."*  No  one  owns  the  air,  but  the  inventor 
who  liquefies  it  owns  so  much  as  is  liquid  in  his  laboratory;  it  is  his 
private  property  while  in  his  possession.'* 

Pothier  illustrates  it  as  follows:  ''One  may  put  the  case,  for 
example,  where  I  go  to  .dip  water  from  a  river.  I  acquire  the 
ownership  of  the  water  which  I  have  taken,  and  with  which  I  have 
filled  my  pitcher,  by  title  of  occupancy;  for  this  water,  being  a 
thing  which  belonged  to  no  person,  to  which  no  person  had  any 
exclusive  right  whatever,  I  have  been  able,  on  taking  it  into  my 
possemon,  to  acquire  the  ownership  of  it  by  right  of  capture. 
This  is  why,  in  case,  on  returning  from  the  river,  I  have,  for  some 
purpose,  left  my  pitcher  standing  on  the  road,  with  the  intention 
of  returning  later  to  fetch  it  where  I  left  it, — if,  in  the  meantime, 
a  passer-by,  having  found  my  pitcher,  proceeds  (to  save  himself 
the  trouble  of  going  to  the  river)  to  pour  into  his  pitcher  the 
water  that  was  in  mine,  he  has  committed  against  me  an  actual 
theft  of  that  water,  which  water  was  a  thing  of  which  I  was  actu- 
ally the  proprietor,  and  of  which  I  retained  the  possession  through 
tiie  intention  I  had  of  returning  for  it  at  the  place  where  I  left  it. 


1  Bowyer's   Commentaries   on  Giyil 
,  p.  61. 

3  "Primum  communis  omnium  est 
hamm  rerum  usus,  ad  quam  natura 
eompaiatae  sunt;  tum  siquid  earum 
rerum  per  naturam  occupan  potest,  id 
eatenns  occupantis  fit,  quatenus  ea 
oeeupatione  usus  ille  promiscuus  non 
laeditur."  Quoted  in  Mason  ▼.  Hill, 
5  Bam.  A  Adol.  1,  110  Eng.  Reprint, 
692.  Cf.  California  Civil  Code,  sec. 
655. 

'  Adding,  "but  to  admit  of  such 
property  with  respect  to  the  river  it- 
self, considered    as  a  complex  body, 


would  be  inconsistent  with  the  public 
interest,  by  putting  it  in  the  power  of 
one  man  to  lay  waste  a  whole  coun- 
try." Magistrates  v.  Elphinstone,  3 
Karnes  Dec.  (Scotch)    331. 

*  Says  another  civil-law  authority: 
"Individual  portions  of  this  running 
water  become  undoubtedly  the  private 
property  of  the  taker  by  occupancy, 
and  he  can  do  with  that  what  he  will." 
("AUein  einzelne  portionen  von  diesem 
Fluszwasser  werden  durch  die  occupa- 
tion unstrietig  ein  eigenthum  dcs 
Schopfenden,  und  dieser  kann  damit 
machen  was  er  will."  Gluck,  com- 
menting on  Dig.,  lib.  1,  tit.  8.) 
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Note  that  the  flow  of  the  stream  must  not  be  conf  onnded  with  the 
miming  water  itself,  which  is  designated  aquA  profluens/'  ^ 

The  common  law  is  stated  in  identical  terms.  ''None  can  have 
any  property  in  the  water  itself,  except  in  the  particular  portion 
which  he  may  choose  to  abstract  from  the  stream,  and  take  into 
his  possession,  and  that  during  the  time  of  his  possession  only."^ 
In  a  well-known  case  in  the  House  of  Lords,''^  it  is  said  that  no  one 
can  have  any  property  in  the  running  water  of  the  stream  **  which 
can  only  be  appropriated  by  severance,  and  which  may  be  law- 
fully so  appropriated  by  everyone  having  a  right  of  access  to  it" 
(the  riparian  proprietors).  Lord  Campbell  declared®  that  water 
in  a  cistern  is  private  property,  and  in  a  very  recent  case  in  House 
of  Lords  the  Chancellor  said  that  water  in  an  artificial  pond  is 
**  water  with  somewhat  of  a  proprietary  rrght."*  In  a  New  York 
case  it  is  laid  down:  "Water,  when  reduced  to  possession,  is  prop- 
erty, and  it  may  be  bought  and  sold  and  have  a  market  value,  but 
it  must  be  in  actual  possession,  subject  to  control  and  management. 
Running  water  in  natural  streams  is  not  property,  and  never 
was.""  The  California  court  Yery  clearly  expressed  the  theory 
of  the  law  when,  in  words  similar  to  those  of  the  House  of  Lords 
above  quoted,"  it  said:  ''He  does  not  own  the  corpus  of  the  water, 
but  incident  to  his  riparian  is  the  right  to  appropriate  a  certain 
portion  of  it.  It  is  only,  I  think,  by  some  species  of  appropria^ 
tion  that  on«  can  ever  be  said  to  have  title  to  the  corpus  of  the 
water.  The  right  of  the  riparian  owner  is  to  the  continuous  flow 
with  a  usufructuary  right  to  the  water,  provided  he  returns  it  to 
the  stream  above  his  lower  boundary,  and  the  right,  as  I  have  said, 
to  make  a  complete  appropriation  of  some  of  it."^* 

The  nature  of  the  right  of  ownership  existing  in  naturally  run- 
ning water  is  that  of  having  it  flow,  of  using  it,  and  of  taking  it 


5  Pothier,  opp.  torn.  8,  p.  149. 

•  Embrey  v.  Owen,  6  Ex.  353; 
Mason  ▼.  Hill,  5  Barn.  &  Adol.  1,  110 
Eng.  Reprint,  692. 

7  Lyon  V.  Fishmongers  Co.,  L.  R.  1 
App.  Cas.  673. 

8  Race  V.  Ward,  4  El.  &  B.  710. 

»  Lord  Halsbury,  in  White  v. 
White,   [1906]  App.  Cas.  84. 

10  City  of  Syracuse  v.  Stacey,  169 
N.  Y.  231,  62  N.  .E.  354. 

11  Lyon  V.  Fishmongers  Co.,  supra, 

12  Vernon  Irr.  Co.  v.  Los  Angeles, 
106  Cal.  237,  39  Pac.  762.  One  gen- 
eral  authority   says:    ''Ownership   of 


water  in  canal — the  water  in  a  canal 
is  the  sole  property  of  the  canal  own- 
ers." 5  Am.  &  Eng.  Ency.  of  Law, 
113.  The  right  to  take  water  out  of 
another's  pond  is  a  profit  a  prendre. 
Angell  on  Watercourses,  7th  ed.,  p. 
245 J  Hill  V.  Lord,  48  Me.  83.  dictum; 
but  not  so  of  the  right  to  take  water 
from  his  spring.  Race  v.  Ward,  4  El. 
&  B.  710.  Water  in  a  pipe  is  a  com- 
modity, and  if  conveyed  in  a  pipe, 
the  pipe  may  belong  to  one  person 
and  the  water  to  another.  New  Jer- 
sey Co.  V.  Town  of  Harrison^  72  N.  J. 
L.  194,  62  AtL  767. 
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into  possession  by  diverting  it  into  artificial  structures,  ditches, 
reservoirs,  cisterns,  barrels,  canals,  pipes,  and  the  like,  thereby 
making  private  property  of  a  part  of  it,  during  the  time  it  is  held 
in  possession  and  control.  Being  naturally  a  member  of  the  '*  nega- 
tive community,"  the  law  recognizes  only  a  right  to  use  or  take 
of  it,  and  to  have  it  flow  to  the  taker  so  that  it  may  be  used  or 
taken  (a  usufructuary  right) ;  but  when  severed  from  the  natural 
resource,  so  much  of  the  substance  as  is  actually  taken  is  severed 
from  the  negative  community  and,  passing  under  private  posses- 
sion and  control,  becomes  private  property  during  the  period  of 
possession  and  control.  The  corpus  of  the  water  severed  from  the 
stream  in  a  reservoir  or  other  artificial  structure  that  confines  it  in 
control  is  private  property  as  a  commodity;  it  ceases  to  ** belong 
to  the  public"  or  to  be  without  ownership,  but  is  ''water  with 
somewhat  of  a  proprietary  right." 

(3d  ed.) 

§  32.  What  Acts  Reduce  the  Water  to  Possession.— The  test 
being  whether  the  water  is  reduced  to  actual  possession,  what  spe- 
cific act  may  produce  that  effect  is  a  question  of  fact  in  which 
there  is  latitude  for  difference  under  different  circumstances.  The 
artificial  means  employed  are  usually  dams,  ditches,  reservoirs  and 
other  waterworks  of  magnitude,  on  the  one  hand,  and  household 
utensils,  bottles,  barrels,  hogsheads  and  similar  small  and  movable 
receptacles  on  the  other. 

That  the  water  is  reduced  to  possession  in  the  latter  class  is  ob- 
vious. Thus  Pothier^'  uses  a  jug  to  illustrate  the  principle,  and 
another  authority  instances  all  ''portable  receptacles."** 

When  the  other  class  is  considered  it  is  not  always  so  obvious, 
and  depends  much  upon  the  circumstances.  Judge  Field ^'  thought 
that  water  in  a  reservoir  could  always  be  regarded  as  reduced  to 
possession  and  as  private  property.  Another  authority  said  it  was 
just  as  obviously  so  with  water  in  a  pond  as  with  water  in  vessels.*^ 
At  the  same  time,  it  has  been  said  that  building  a  dam  across  a 
river  so  as  to  form  a  reservoir  is  not  necessarily  reducing  it  to 

is  Supra.  48,  28  L.  Ed.  173;  dissenting  opinion; 

u  dtanisIauB  W.  Co.  t.  Bachman,  People  ex  rel.  Heyneman  v.  Blake,  19 
152  Cal.  719,  93  Pic  858,  15  L.  E.  A.,      Cal.  579. 

w%ring  VaUey  W.  Co.  v.  Schot-  "Magistrates  v.  ElphiMtone,  quoted 
tier,  UO  U.  8.  347,  4  Sup.Ct  Bep.      *"^«'  ^-  ^^ 
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possession,"  and  regarding  the  eflPect  of  a  dam  in  a  river,  it  is  held 
likewise,^®  that  it  does  not  always  alter  the  character  of  the  water 
from  that  of  "publiei  juris."  In  one  case  ^®  it  was  said  that  build- 
ing a  dam  in  a  stream  i^  reducing  the  water  to  possession.  The  test 
seems  to  be,  as  to  a  dam,  whether  the  flow  of  the  stream  continues 
through  the  water  thus  spread  out,  or  whether  the  flowing  char- 
acter of  the  water  in  its  natural  channel  is  destroyed.  It  would 
seem  a  question  of  fact  in  each  case  whether  the  effect  of  the  dam 
was  simply  to  swell  the  stream,  leaving  it  still  a  stream,  or  was 
to  destroy  the  stream,  and  make  it  a  private  impound.^ 

Likewise  the  effect  of  diverting  water  into  a  ditch  might  and 
might  not  be  reducing  it  to  possession,  according  to  the  size  and 
character  of  the  ditch  and  of  the  stream  it  taps.  Small  ditches, 
such  as  mining  ditches  or  lateral  irrigation  ditches,  may  possibly 
be  said  fully  to  hold  control,  whereas  large  canals  like  the  Erie 
Canal,  for  example,  might  be  open  to  question.  However,  it  seems 
the  consensus  of  opinion  that,  as  a  general  rule,  water  in  a  ditch 
is  to  be  regarded  as  reduced  to  possession.'^ 

These  are  questions  of  fact,  however,  and  in  any  event  sub- 
ordinate to  the  clear  rule  of  law;  that  is,  the  test  is  whether  the 
artificial  structure  reduces  the  water  to  possession. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  33.  Analogy  to  Wild  Animals— A  ''Mineral  Ferae  Natu- 
rae."— In  the  negative  community  there  is  a  still  more  familiar 
member,  namely,  animals  ferae  naturae;  with  which,  also,  running 
water  has  been  compared  (even  so  far  as  to  name  it  accordingly  a 
''mineral  ferae  naturae"),  and  which  likewise  become  private  prop- 
erty by  capture. 

In  the  first  place,  wild  animals  are,  by  settled  law,  members  of 
the  negative  community;  they  are  nobody's  property  while  wander- 
ing at  large;  and  in  the  next  place,  running  water  is  compared 


17  City  of  Syracuse  v.  Stacey,  169 
N.  Y.  231,  62  N.  E.  354,  355. 

18  White  V.  White,  [1906]  App.  Ca«. 
83. 

i»  Conger  v.  Weaver,  6  Cal.  548,  65 
Am.  Dec.  528,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  594. 

20  In  one  case  (County  of  Sierra  v. 
County  of  Nevada  [1908],  155  Cal. 
1,  99  Pac.  371)  it  is  said:  "The  crea- 
tion of  the  reservoir  was  effected  by 
blocking  the  channel  at  a  point 
where  the  stream  would  otherwise 
naturally  flow  beyond  it     But  it  was 


none  the  less  the  natural  channel  of 
the  South  Fork,  because  by  artificial 
means  waters  were  accumulated  and 
spread  out  and  covered  the  original 
channel." 

21  Infra,  sec.  35. 

"The  water  had  been  segregated  by 
plaintiff  from  the  general  supply,  was 
impounded  in  his  ditch,  and  was  in- 
tended to  be  appropriated  to  his  own 
use.  It  was  under  his  control  and 
had  become  his  property."  Shaw  v. 
Proffitt  (Or.),  109  Pac.  584  (dictum). 
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to  animals  ferae  naturae  since  the  days  of  the  Roman  law.  In  the 
Institutes  the  law  of  wild  animals  follows  nnder  the  same  title  as 
that  above  quoted  concerning  aqua  profluens,  saying:  **Liketu%se 
wild  animals,  birds  and  fishes,  since  before  capture  belonging  to 
no  <me,  after  capture  belong  to  him  who  captures  them."^  Vattel, 
elsewhere  quoted,^  gives  together  as  the  things  of  which  no  one 
claims  the  property,  *'the  air,  the  running  water,  the  sea,  the  fish 
and  wild  beasts.'*  Yinnius,  in  commenting  on  the  Institutes,^  says 
fish  are  among  the  things  common  while  in  the  ocean,  but  cease  to 
be  such  the  moment  they  are  caught;  and  it  is  also  said:  ''The  fish 
in  the  sea,  rivers,  lakes,  etc.,  being  in  their  natural  freedom,  are 
things  belonging  to  no  one;  fiishing  ia  a  species  of  occupation 
whereby  the  fisherman  acquires  the  property  in  the  fish  he  catches, 
and  thus  takes  into  his  possession."^ 

Says  Blackstone:  ''A  qualified  property  may  also  subsist  with 
relation  to  animals  ferae  naturae,  ratione  impotentiae,  on  account 
of  their  inability  [mentioning  also  (as  well  as  wild  birds)  young 
birds  not  yet  able  to  fly] ,  for  these  cannot,  through  weakness,  any 
more  than  the  others  through  restraint,  use  their  natural  liberty 

and    forsake   him The  qualified   property   which  we  have 

hitherto  considered  extends  only  to  animals  ferae  naturae,  when 
either  reclaimed,  impotent,  or  privileged.  Many  other  things  may 
also  be  the  objects  of  qualified  property ;  it  may  subsist  in  the  very 
elements  of  fire  and  light,  of  air  and  of  water."  ^ 

Following  the  particles  of  the  Uquid  from  the  stream  into  a 
reservoir  or  other  structure  in  which  they  have  been  confined,  there 

22  Inst.  Just.,  lib.   n,  tit.   1,  sec.  28  Infra,  see.  1025. 

12.    "Ferae  igitur  bestiae  et  volucres  24  2  Ixut.,  tit.  1,  sec.  1. 

et  piflcea,  id  est  omnia  animalia,  quae  26  Pothier,     Traits     du    Droit    de 

in  terra,  mari,  caelo  nascuntur,  sim-  Propridt^.     Opera,    tooL    8,    p.    137. 

nlatijne  ab  aliquo  capta  fuerint,  iure  The    passage   continues   to    saj    that 

gentium  statim  illius  esse  incipiunt;  fishing     in    non-navigrable     rivers     is 

qmod  enitn  ante  nuUius  est,  id  fiati*-  not  reallj  larceny,  thoug^h  treated  as 

raH     ratione    oocupantia    oonceditur.  such,  but  "Beg^arding  fish  in  a  reser- 

Xee  interest,  feras  bestias  et  volucres  voir,  these  are  sub  manu,  and  in  the 

atrum  in  suo  fundo  quisque  capiat,  an  possession    of   him   who    is   guarding 

in     alieno;     plane    qui     in    alienum  them,  who  may  permit  their  capture 

fnndum  insreditur  venandi  aut  aueu-  as  he  sees  fit;  and  there  can  be  no 

pandi  gratia,  potest  a  domino,  si  is  doubt  whatever   that   one  who   fishes 

providerit,    prohiberi    ne    ingrediatur.  there  without  his  consent   commits  an 

Quiquid  autem  eorum  ceperis,  eo  usque  actual    larceny    against    the    man    to 

tnum  esse  intelligitur,  donee  tua  eus-  whom    these    fish    belong."    See    The 

todia  coercetur ;  cum  vero  evaserit  cus-  Case  of  Swans,  7  Coke  Rep.  15b,  77 

todiam  tuam  et  in  naturalem  liberta-  Eng.  Reprint,  435. 
tem  se  reeeperit,  tuum  esse  desinit  et  i  II     Blackstono's     Commentaries, 

misus  ocenpantia  fit."  896. 
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then  has  come  a  change  in  the  ^'wandering"  of  the  liquid  that  has 
been  so  taken.  It  is  like  the  change  regarding  wild  birds  caught  in 
a  snare,  wild  animals  caged,  fish  caught  in  nets.  Before  capture, 
none  of  these  is  regarded  as  property,  real  or  personal;  being 
wandering,  ownerless  things;  while  wandering  at  large  they  are 
nobody's  property;  but  after  capture,  they  become  the  private 
property  of  the  taker.  While  swimming  in  the  stream  the  fish  in 
the  water  are  no  more  the  subject  of  private  ownership  than  the 
water  they  swim  in,  and  (though  one  may  own  the  usufructuary 
right  of  fishing)  nobody  owns  the  fish  themselves ;  *  but  the  fisher- 
man owns  them  when  caught  in  a  net.^  So  the  particles  of  water 
that  have  passed  into  private  control  in  a  reservoir,  ditch,  or  other 
waterworks  or  artificial  structure  that  holds  the  water  confined 
have  been  taken  from  their  natural  haunts,  so  to  speak,  and  cap- 
tured. This  comparison  was  made  in  the  following  words  by  Judge 
Field  with  regard  to  the  water  in  the  reservoirs  of  the  Spring 
Valley  Water  Company,  which  supplies  San  Francisco.  After 
saying  that  water  collected  by  individual  agency  in  hogsheads, 
barrels  or  reservoirs  **  is  as  much  private  property  as  anything 
else  that  is  reduced  to  possession,  which  otherwise  would  be  lost  to 
the  uses  of  man,"  he  proceeds:  ** Indeed,  it  is  a  general  principle 
of  law,  both  natural  and  positive,  that  where  a  subject,  animate 
or  inanimate,  which  otherwise  could  not  be  brought  under  the 
control  or  use  of  man,  is  reduced  to  such  control  or  use  by  in- 
dividual labor,  a  right  of  property  in  it  is  acquired  by  such  labor. 
The  wild  bird  in  the  air  belongs  to  no  one,  but  when  the  fowler 
brings  it  to  the  earth  and  takes  it  into  his  possession,  it  is  his 
property.  He  has  reduced  it  to  his  control  by  his  own  labor,  and 
the  law  of  nature  and  the  law  of  society  recognize  his  exclusive 
right  to  it.  The  pearl  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea  belongs  to  no 
one,  but  the  diver  who  enters  the  water  and  brings  it  to  light  has 
property  in  the  gem.  He  has,  by  his  own  labor,  reduced  it  to  pos- 
session, and  in  all  communities  and  by  all  law  his  right  to  it  is 
recognized.  So  the  trapper  on  the  plains  and  the  hunter  in  the 
north  have  a  property  in  the  furs  they  have  gathered,  though  the 
animals  from  which  they  were  taken  roamed  at  large  and  belonged 

2  People  V.   Truckee   etc.   Co.,   116       Maier,    103    Cal.    476,    42    Am.    St. 
Cal.    397,   58   Am.    St.   Rep.    183,   48       ^P-  ^29,  37  Pac.  402.   ^  ^    ^    ^^^ 

T>       OTA    on  T    T>    A    KQ1     T?^  Jo,f«  ^  Young  V.  Hichens,  6  Q.  B.  606, 

Pac.  374,  39  L.  R.  A.  581;  Ex  parte      g^  ^^^   »^^^  j^    g^g'       ^ 
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to  no  one.  They  have  added  by  their  labor  to  the  uses  of  man  an 
article  promoting  his  comfort  which,  without  that  labor,  would  have 
been  lost  to  him.  They  have  a  right,  therefore,  to  the  furs,  and 
every  court  in  Christendom  would  maintain  it.  So  when  the 
fisherman  drags  by  his  net  iish  from  the  sea,  he  has  a  property 
in  them,  of  Which  no  one  is  permitted  to  despoil  him.''  And  he 
applies  this  to  the  water  brought  to  a  city  by  a  water  company.* 
Chancellor  Kent  says:  ''The  elements  of  air,  light,  and  water  are 
the  subjects  of  qualified  property  by  occupancy, '*  and  then,  in  the 
same  paragraph,  proceeds  to  the  law  of  wild  animals;  as  based  on 
the  same  principle.^ 

The  leading  authority  in  the  common  law  for  this  comparison  is 
Blackstone,  who  says:  "But,  after  all,  there  are  some  few  things, 
which,  notwithstanding  the  general  introduction  and  continuance 
of  property,  must  still  unavoidably  remain  in  common ;  being  such 
wherein  nothing  but  an  usufructuary  property  is  capable  of  being 
had;  and,  therefore,  they  belong  to  the  first  occupant,  during  the 
time  he  holds  possession  of  them,  and  no  longer.  Such  (among 
others)  are  the  elements  of  light,  air  and  water;  which  a  man  may 
occupy  by  means  of  his  windows,  his  gardens,  his  mills,  and  other 
conveniences;  such  also,  are  the  generality  of  those  animals  which 
are  said  to  be  ferae  naturae,  or  of  a  wild  untamable  disposition, 
which  any  man  may  seize  upon  and  keep  for  his  own  use  or  pleas- 
are.  All  these  things,  so  long  as  they  remain  in  possession,  every 
man  has  a  right  to  enjoy  without  disturbance;  but  if  once  they 
escape  from  his  custody,  or  he  voluntarily  abandons  the  use  of 
them,  they  return  to  the  common  stock,  and  any  man  else  has  an 
equal  right  to  seize  and  enjoy  them  afterward."® 

To  avoid  misunderstanding,  it  must  be  well  noted  that  this  pas- 
sage distinguishes  the  corpus  of  water  from  the  usufructuary  in 
the  stream,  and  that  when  Blackstone  here  says  that  every  man 


4  Spring  VaUey  W.  W.  v.  Schot- 
tler,  110  U.  S.  347,  4  Sup.  Ct;  Rep. 
48,  28  L.  Ed.,  at  p.  183.  Field,  J., 
arffoendo  in  a  dissenting  opinion. 

Cf.  the  opinion  of  Sanderson,  J., 
also  dissenting,  in  Nevada  County 
etc,  Co.  V.  Kidd,  37  Cal.  326,  say- 
ing: "By  his  diversion  ....  he  con- 
verts it  into  a  species  of  merchandise 
which  he  gamers  in  his  ditches  and 
reservoirs — ^which  he  conveys  to  mar- 
ket, and  measures  out,  and  sells  for 
a  price.'* 


In  a  recent  California  case  Mr. 
Justice  Angellotti  describes  the 
rights  of  a  water  company  as  "rights 
necessary  to  secure  the  absolute  own- 
ership of  the  water  caught  and  im- 
pounded." Contra  Costa  Water  Co. 
V.  Oakland  (CaL  Sup.),  Jan.  19,  1911, 
113  Pac.  668. 

6  Kent's  Commentaries,  part  5,  e. 
35,  p.  347. 

0  Blackstone's  Commentaries,  Bk. 
II,  p.  14.    See,  also,  pp.  18,  395. 
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has  an  equal  right  to  seize  and  enjoy,  he  is  referring  to  the;  par- 
ticles or  drops,  which  no  man  can  trace  or  identify  as  having  been 
formerly  in  his  possession,  and  which  consequently  he  can  lay  no 
claim  to  because  of  such  former  possession.  Instead,  anyone  to 
whom  the  escaped  or  abandoned  particles  come  may  seize  and  use 
them  in  the  same  manner  as  any  other  particles,  and  under  the 
same  considerations  as  govern  his  right  to  such  other.  The  es- 
caped or  abandoned  particles  pass  under  any  usufruct  that  may 
exist  in  the  stream  they  have  mixed  with,  be  the  owners  of  that 
usufruct  who  they  may,  and  without,  for  the  present  purpose, 
specifying  who  the  owners  of  the  usufruct  may  be.  The  state- 
ment applies  only  to  the  corpus  of  the  water  (the  ownership  of  the 
usufruct  has  been  evolved  into  the  law  of  riparian  rights,  or  in  the 
West,  into  the  law  of  appropriation),  and  shows  how  the  corpus 
is  not  the  subject  of  property  while  flowing  naturally,  is  private 
property  during  capture,  and  again  ceases  to  be  property  when 
possession  ceases  (property  in  the  corpus  being  lost  by  escape  of 
the  water  or  its  abandonment,  whereupon  the  particles  again  cease 
to  be  his  property,  and  are  again  nobody's  property,  completing  the 
cycle).'' 

(3d  ed.) 

§  34.  Distinguished  from  Percolating  Water— Ohio  Oil  Oo.  y. 
Indiana. — This  analogy  of  running  water  to  animals  ferae  naturae 
does  not,  of  course,  exist,  to  the  same  extent,  to  percolating  water, 
because  in  Acton  v.  Blundell  ®  a  distinction  was  made  between  the 
two.  A  different  rule  of  ownership  (the  cujus  est  solum  doctrine) 
was  applied  to  percolating  water,  whereby,  even  in  its  natural 
state,  it  is  the  private  property  (real  property)  of  the  landowner 
in  whose  land  it  exists.  This  is  the  great  difference  in  the  atti- 
tude of  the  law  toward  percolating  water  and  the  running  water 
of  streams.  "There  is  only  one  case  in  law  in  which  water  in  its 
natural  state  is  the  subject  of  ownership,  and  that  is  the  case  of 
percolating  water.  A  man  is  regarded  as  owning  the  percolating 
water  while  it  is  in  the  land.  But  other  water  in  its  natural  state 
is  subject  only  to  the  use  of  the  man  through  whose  land  it  flows. 
He  has  a  right  to  its  use  but  is  not  regarded  as  having  the  title.  "• 
There  is  to-day,  however,  a  tendency  to  give  up  the  rule  of  Acton 

7  See  PardessuB,  Trait6  des  Servi-  8  12  Mees.  &  W.  324,  13  L.  J.  Ex. 

tudee,  voL  I,  p.  174.  289. 

•  Qoodwin  on  Beal  Property,  p.S» 
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y.  Blundelly  and  to  abandon  the  difference,*^  and  thus  to  class 
all  water,  percolating  as  well  as  ranning,  as  a  ''mineral  ferae 
naturae."  Some  authorities  thus  merging  the  different  kinds  of 
water  are  stated  and  reviewed  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  in  Ohio  Oil  Co.  v.  Indiana.**  This  is,  of  course,  a  funda- 
mental departure  as  regards  percolating  water,  and  the  court  did 
not  go  the  whole  length  of  putting  it  absolutely,  like  running  water, 
into  the  "negative  community."  The  cujtis  est  solum  doctrine 
withheld  the  court  somewhat,  and  it  said  the  analogy  as  to  percolat- 
ing water  is  not  complete.  In  reading  this  opinion,  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  court's  hesitation  has  reference  solely  to 
percolating  water,  concerning  which  the  analogy  is  a  very  recent 
departure  or  ''new  rule,"  and  involves  the  rejection  of  Acton  v. 
BlundeU. 

The  case  dealt  with  natural  gas,  to  which  the  court  also  tenta- 
tively applied  the  principle,  speaking  of  percolating  water  only 
as  an  analogy,  classing  natural  gas,  oil  and  percolating  water 
together  as  "minerals  ferae  naturae";  but  with  some  hesitation 
induced  by  the  cujus  est  solum  doctrine  which  has  hitherto  applied 
to  them,  in  contrast  to  running  water.  Mr.  Justice  White,  deliv- 
ering the  opinion,  said  these  have  no  fixed  situs,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, have  the  power,  as  it  were,  of  self-transmission  and  are 
of  a  peculiar  character.  He  recognizes  that  the  cujus  est  solum 
doctrine  makes  them  the  landowner's  property,  and  yet  says  that 
cannot  absolutely  be,  but  that  property  can  be  based  in  them  only 
when  subject  to  control  in  a  well,  for  example.  When  they  escape 
or  come  under  another's  control,  the  title  of  the  former  is  gone. 
He  quotes  with  approval  a  Pennsylvania  case  *^  wherein  it  is  said 
that  while  these  things  are  minerals,  they  are  minerals  with 
peculiar  attributes.  "Water,  also,  is  a  mineral,  but  the  decisions 
in  ordinary  cases  of  mining  rights,  etc.,  have  never  been  held  as 
unqualified  precedents  in  regard  to  flowing  or  even  percolating 
water.*'  Water  and  oil,  and  still  more  strongly  gas,  may  be 
classed  by  themselves,  if  the  analogy  be  not  too  fanciful,  as  minerals 

10  For  the  recent  casea,  see  infra,      (1906),  204  U.  8.  316,  27  Sup.  Ct 
ne    1066  ^P-  289,  51  L.  Ed.  499. 

u  177  U.  8.  190,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.      .  ''^%*?'^°'i!f''Atl^?24%  ?'  ^  a' 
576,  44   li.   Ed.   729,   20   Morr.   Min.       J^O  Pa.  235,  18  Atl.  724,  5  L.  B.  A. 

Bep.  466.     See,  also,  Geer  v.  Connecti-  "^}- 

^  161  U.  S.  519,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  ^.  '^  The  distinction  between  the  two 

So  40  U  Ed.  793:  Bacon  ▼.  Walker  ^^l^^  of  water  la  thus  noted,  but  not 

ow,  *v  su.  -»«.         ,  foUowed  up. 
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ferae  liaturde.  In  common  with  animals,  and  unlike  other  min- 
erals, they  have  the  power  and  the  tendency  to  escape  without  the 
volition  of  the  owner.  Their  fugitive  and  wandering  existence 
within  the  limits  of  a  particular  tract  is  uncertain,"  etc.  Other 
cases  are  cited  in  which  the  phrase  ''minerals  ferae  naturae"  is  used. 
Only  when  reduced  to  actual  possession  do  they  become  the  sub- 
ject of  ownership,  but  then  are,  like  any  other  property,  the  sub- 
ject of  ordinary  commerce.^*  Mr.  Justice  White  says  the  land- 
owner has  the  right  on  his  land  to  bore  wells  and  otherwise  seek 
to  acquire  these  things,  but  that  ''until  these  substances  are  ac- 
tually reduced  by  him  to  possession,  he  has  no  title  whatever  to 
them  as  owner,"  and  uses  the  expression  that  "things  which  are 
ferae  naturae  belong  to  the  'negative  community.'  "  Proceed- 
ing to  a  conclusion,  however,  regarding  natural  gas,  with  which 
the  case  dealt,  he  cannot  consider  the  analogy  complete.  This  is 
because  of  the  conflict  with  the  cujiLs  est  solum  doctrine,  which  he 
was  not  ready  to  reject  entirely,  and,  because,  if  the  analogy  to  the 
negative  community  were  absolute,  he  saw  no  way  to  exclude  the 
public  from  taking  them  as  well  as  the  landowners. 

It  is  not  our  object  here  to  enter  this  discussion  as  to  natural 
gas,  oil,  or  even  percolating  water,  as  we  consider  the  last  separately 
in  another  place. ^**  We  have  shown  the  settled  view  of  the  law 
toward  running  water  {aqua  profluens).  We  w,ould  also  mention 
with  regard  to  Mr.  Justice  White's  two  grounds  of  hesitation,  that 
as  to  the  first,  the  cujus  est  solum  doctrine  not  only  never  has 
any  bearing  as  to  running  water,  but  is  being  in  contemporary 
cases  rejected  also  as  to  percolating  water  ;^®  while  as  to  the  second, 
the  general  public  is  excluded  (at  common  law)  from  the  use  of 
running  water  for  the  reason  that,  while  its  corpus  is  owned  by  no 
one,  the  taking  thereof  is  confined  to  riparian  proprietors  because 
they,  as  the  owners  of  the  inclosing  lands,  alone  have  access  to  it  (the 
lack  of  access  excluding  all  nonriparian  owners) ;  following  which  all 
riparian  proprietors,  having  equally  the  right  of  access,  must  exer- 
cise the  resulting  usufruct  reasonably,  with  due  regard  to  the  rights 
of  their  neighbors  on  the  stream."    Since  the  above  was  published, 

14  Citing  state   ex  rel.   Corwin  v.  L.   B.   A.   443,    17   Morr.    Min.   Bep. 

Indiana   etc.   Co.,    120    Ind.   575,   22  481. 

N.  E    778.  6  L.  E.  A   579;  People'.  «  ^3^^-^ -  niolSted  infra. 

Gas  Co.  V.  Tyner,  131  Ind.   277,  31  gee.  1066. 
Am.  St.  Bep.  433,  31  N.  E.  59,  16  17  Infra,  sec.  692  et  seq. 
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the  California  court  has  adopted  this  as  the  basis  of  its  new  law  of 
percolating  water  also."^ 

From  Ohio  Oil  Co.  v.  Indiana,  the  term  "mineral  ferae  naturae*' 
is  passing  into  the  text-books.  For  example,  "Water,  oil,  and 
still  more  strongly  gas,  may  be  classed  by  themselves,  and  have 
been  not  inaptly  termed  minerals  ferae  naturae.*^  ^^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  36.  Becoming  Personal  Property. — The  analogy  to  animals 
ferae  naturae  is  finally  shown  by  the  authorities  establishing  that 
water  reduced  to  possession  is  personal  property.  Just  as  wild 
animals,  by  capture  becoming  private  property,  are  personalty,  so 
likewise  running  water,  severed  from  its  natural  wandering,  and 
confined  under  private  control  in  a  reservoir,  or  other  works  of  man 
that  reduce  it  to  possession,  is  also  personal  property. 

The  individual  particles  of  water  so  impressed  by  diversion  into 
an  artificial  structure  or  waterworks  that  confine  it,  and  become 
private  property,  possess  none  of  the  characteristics  of  immova* 
bility  that  go  with  ideas  of  real  estate ;  they  are  still  always  mov- 
ing though  privately  possessed,  having,  as  particles,  the  char- 
acteristics of  personal  property.  The  analogy  to  caged  animals, 
snared  birds,  or  fish  in  a  net  shows  well  the  point  of  view ;  and  the 
particles  in  the  reservoir  or  other  artificial  structure  that  reduces 
it  to  possession,  now  private  property,  are  personalty.  This  is  the 
law  as  laid  down  by  Justice  Stephen  Field.^  "Water,  when  col- 
lected in  reservoirs  or  pipes,  and  thus  separated  fram  the  original 
source  of  supply,  is  personal  property,  and  is  as  much  the  subject 
of  sale — an  article  of  commerce — as  ordinary  goods  and  merchan- 
dise." This  was  said  of  the  water  in  the  same  Spring  Valley 
reservoirs  as  those  involved  in  the  Schottler  case.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  decide  whether  the  Spring  Valley  CJompany,  supplying 
San  Francisco  with  water,  was  within  a  statute  authorizing  the 
formation  of  a  corporation  for  trade  or  commerce,  and  it  was  held 

IS  Hudson  v.  Daily,  156  Cal.  617,  6  Cal.  App.  233,  91  Pac.  811;  Huber 

105  Pac.  748,  quoted  infra,  sec.  1055.  v.  Merkel,  117  Wis.  355,  98  Am.  St. 

19  21  Am.  &  Eng.  Ency.  of  Law,  Rep.  933,  94  N.  W.  354,  62  L.  E.  A. 

417.     See,  also,  27  Cyc.  534;  Kerr  on  589. 

Real    Property,    sec.   111.    Bee,   also,  20  People    ex    rel.     Heyneman    v. 

Charon  ▼.  Clark,  50  Wash.  191,  126  Blake,  19  Cal.  579,  cited  by  him  with 

Am.  St.  Bep.  896,  96  Pac.  1040,  17  approval   in    the    Schottler    opinion, 

Li.  Bb  A.,  N.  S.,  647 ;  Ex  parte  Elam,  quoted,  sec.  33,  note  4,  supra, 
Wftter  Bight* — 8 
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that  it  was.  In  another  California  case  ^^  it  was  in  effect  held  that 
where  the  corpus  of  water  in  a  pipe  is  involved  as  distinguished 
from  a  "water-right"  or  usufruct  in  a  stream,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  has  jurisdiction,  saying:  ''It  has  several  times  been  held 
that  water  diverted  from  a  natural  stream  into  ditches  and  reser- 
voirs is,  when  so  contained  in  said  reservoirs,  the  personal  prop- 
erty and  not  the  real  estate  of  the  owners  thereof."  In  a  Utah 
case  holding  the  water  in  a  ditch  or  pipe  taxable  as  personal  prop- 
erty, it  is  said:  "Water  in  the  pipes  of  a  distributing  system  is 
personal  property.  The  ownership  is  in  the  water  itself. "  ^  A  late 
New  Mexico  case,  holding  water  confined  in  a  reservoir  to  be  per- 
sonal property,  says:  "Water  once  reduced  to  possession  and  con- 
trol may  be  the  subject  of  purchase  and  sale,  or  of  larceny ;  and  it 
makes  no  difference  in  that  respect  whether  the  captured  fluid  is 
held  in  a  skin  or  cask  by  an  itinerant  water  vender,  or  in  the  pipes 
of  a  modern  aqueduct  company."^  The  water  so  takei^  into  an 
artificial  appliance  is  the  subject  of  larceny  at  conmion  law,  as 
personal  property.** 

There  is  some  latitude  for  discussion  as  to  what  acts  reduce  the 
water  to  possession  as  a  fact.^  But  when  severed  from  the  stream 
and  actually  reduced  to  possession,  the  specific  portion  so  held  at 
any  given  moment  is  personal  property,  and  this  is  stated  in 
numerous  other  authorities,  some  of  which  are  given  in  the  note.^ 


21  Hesperia  etc.  Co.  v.  Gardiner,  4 
Cal.  App.  357,  88  Pac.  286.  The 
supreme  court  denied  a  rehearing. 

22  Bear  Lake  Co.  v.  Ogden,  8  Utah, 
494,  33  Pac.  135. 

28  Mr.  Justice  Abbott  in  Hagerman 
etc.  Co.  V.  McMurray  (N.  M.).  113 
lie.  823,  referring  to  the  second  edi- 
tion of  this  book.  See,  also,  Turley 
▼.  Furman  (N.  M.),  114  Pac.  278. 

24  Ferens  v.  O'Brien,  11  Q.  B.  D. 
21.  This  is  enacted  in  California 
Penal  Code,  section  499. 

Wild  animals  are  not  property  in  a 
natural  state,  and  not  the  subject  of 
larceny;  but  when  brought  into  pos- 
session by  being  caught  in  a  trap, 
they  are  then  the  subject  of  larceny 
as  chattels.  25  Cyc.  17,  article  "Lar- 
ceny," by  Professor  J.  H.  Beale. 
See  1  Hale's  Pleas  of  Crown,  511. 

25  Supra,  sec.  32. 

28  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  we 
add  the  following  caaos  where  the 
principle  was  enunciated  obiter: 


"It  is  urged  that  an  appropriator 
of  water  does  not  become  the  owner 
of  the  very  body  of  water  as  his  per- 
sonal property,  until  he  has  acquired 
the  control  of  it  in  conduits  or  reser- 
voirs of*  his  own.  The  proposition  as 
stated  is  undoubtedly  correct,"  etc. 
Beatty,  C.  J.,  in  Riverside  Co.  v.  Gage, 
89  Cal.  418,  26  Pac.  889. 

In  one  case  it  is  said  that  there 
is  a  plain  and  substantial  difference 
between  water  in  a  ditch  or  reservoir 
and  water  in  a  natural  stream,  and 
says,  regarding  the  former,  that, 
''being  in  defendant's  possession  and 
under  his  control,  had  become  his 
personal  property."  Ball  v.  Kehl,  95 
Cal.  613,  30  Pac.  780. 

"For  the  purpose  of  this  decision, 
it  may  be  admitted  that  water  ac- 
quired by  appropriation  (to  be  sold 
to  miners  and  others)  by  means  of 
a  ditch  leading  from  a  natural  stream, 
becomes,  after  it  passes  into  the  ditch, 
the   personal   property  of  the  appro* 
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§  36.  Same. — The  origin  of  this  rule  (deduced  from  the  funda- 
mental civil-law  principle  of  the  ''negative  community*'  that  the 
corpus  of  the  water  in  a  natural  stream  is  not  property,  real  or 
personal,  in  any  sense  of  the  word),  excludes  the  common-law 
maxim,  ^^Cujics  est  solum  ejus  est  usque  ad  caelum,"  from  any 
application  to  the  water  of  running  streams.  In  dealing  with  the 
question  of  when  water  becomes  personalty,  a  common  argument  is 
to  overlook  this  starting  point,  and,  failing  to  distinguish  between 
the  water  and  the  water-right,  to  regard  the  stream  water  as  itself 
real  property  under  the  cujus  est  solum  doctrine.  An  argument 
is  then  started  from  a  proposition  that  the  particles  are  realty, 
and  the  transition  is  regarded  as  one  from  the  particles  as  realty 
to  personalty  by  severance  from  the  freehold,  like  fixtures  or 
emblements;  when  in  truth  it  is  the  transition  from  not  property 
(neither  real  nor  personal)  to  private  property,  by  severance  from 
the  natural  stream;  between  particles  wandering  "wild"  and 
particles  "captured"  by  diversion  and  under  private  possession 
and  control.  The  ^*cujv^  est  solum'*  argument,  among  other 
things,  would  apply  to  running  streams  the  ideas  upon  which 
the  law  of  percolating  water  rests,  for  the  corpus  of  naturally 
percolating  water  is  property — real  property — as  part  of  the  soil 
under  the  maxim,  **Cuju^  est  solum  ejus  est  usque  ad  caelum." 
Not  so,  however,  the  flowing  water  in  a  natural  stream  as  a  natural 
resource,  the  corpus  of  which  is  never  property,  real  or  personal, 
while  in  the  stream.  The  foundation  of  the  law  of  watercourses, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the  law  of  percolating  water  on  the  other, 
is  entirely  different,  owing  to  the  very  fact  that  the  *' cujus  est 
solum"  maxim  does  not  apply  to  the  water  of  a  natural  water- 


priator.  NererthelesB,  although  such 
appropriator  may  be  entitled  to  the 
flow  of  all  the  stream  undiminished, 
the  water  in  the  stream  above  his 
diteh  is  not  his  personal  property. 
....  The  appropnator  certainly  does 
not  beeome  the  owner  of  the  very 
body  of  the  water  until  he  has  ac- 
quired eontrol  of  it  in  conduits  or 
reservoirs  created  by  art  or  applied 
to  the  purpose  of  leading  or  storing 
water  by  artificial  means."  Parks 
Canal  Co.  v.  Hoyt,  57  Cal.  44. 
.  .  .  ,  "After  it  has  been  diverted 


from  its  original  channel  and  con- 
veyed elsewhere  in  pipes  for  distribu- 
tion and  sale,  it  loses  its  original  char- 
acter and  becomes  personal  prop- 
erty." Bunsmuir  v.  Port  Angeles 
Co.,  24  Wash.  114,  63  Pac.  1095. 

"When  water  has  been  separated 
from  the  stream  and  stored  where  it 
can  be  controlled  by  the  owner,  it 
becomes  personal  property.*'  Farn- 
ham  on  Waters,  462. 

See,  also,  Helena  W.  W.  v.  Settles, 
37  Mont.  237,  95  Pac.  838. 
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course.^    The  cujus  est  solum  doctrine  has  no  bearing  upon  the 
point.^ 

Aside  from  this  importance  of  the  matter  in  illustrating  the 
theory  of  the  law  of  streams,  however,  it  would  be  unfortunate 
if  much  stress  were  laid  upon  it  in  practice.  It  is  the  continuance 
of  the  natural  supply,  the  flow  and  use  of  the  natural  resource, 
which  alone  is  entitled  to  much  attention.  The  true  force  of  the 
foregoing  lies  in  showing  that  to  decide  cases  upon  the  basis  of 
private  property  rights  in  running  water  as  a  substance  must 
usually  be  improper;  controversies  must,  as  a  rule,  be  decided  with 
reference  to  the  usufruct  of  the  natural  resource  and  not  the  corpus 
of  the  water  itself,* 


(3d  ed.) 

^  37.    Escaped  or  Abandoned  Water. — ^The  water  taken  into 

an  artificial  structure  and  reduced  to  possession  is  private  property 
during  the  period  of  possession.  When  possession  of  the  actual 
water  or  corpus  has  been  relinquished  or  lost^  by  overflow  or  dis^ 
charge  after  use,  property  in  it  ceases;  the  water  becomes  again 
nobody's  property  and  re-enters  the  n-egative  community,  or  *' be- 
longs to  the  public,''  just  as  it  was  before  being  taken  into  the 
ditch.'    It  has  no  earmarks  to  enable  its  former  possessor  to  follow 


2T  Acton  V.  Blundell,  12  Mees.  & 
W.  324,  13  L.  J.  Ex.  289,  in  estab- 
lishing the  law  of  percolating  water, 
said  that  percolating  water  "is  not 
to  be  governed  by  the  law  which  ap- 
plies to  nvers  and  flowins  streams, 
but  that  it  rather  falls  within  that 
principle  which  gives  to  the  owner  of 
the  soil  all  that  lies  beneath  his  sur- 
face." 

1  An  example  where  the  "cujus  est 
solum*'  reasoning  is  inadvertently 
made  use  of,  appears  in  a  recent  case 
(Stanislaus  W.  Co.  v.  Bachman,  152 
Cal.  717,  93  Pac.  858,  15  L.  B.  A-, 
N.  S.,  359).  Expressions  are  used 
that  the  water  of  running  streams  is 
on  the  same  footing  as  percolating 
water;  that  running  water  is  not  dif- 
ferent from  other  material  substances 
composing  a  part  of  the  earth;  that 
the  particles  of  water  of  a  natural 
stream  are  real  property;  and  the 
opinion  concludes  that  water  does  not 
become  personalty  on  severance  from 
the  natural  resource  and  reduction  to 
possession,  but  only  when  lifted  off 
Hhe  ground  and  delivered  to  some  con- 


sumer in  a  portable  receptacle,  reason- 
ing upon  the  cujus  est  solum  ground. 
The  point  was  not  actually  involved 
in  the  case,  however;  and  since  then 
the  ease  has  been  doubted  in  Leavitt 
v.  Lassen  Irr.  Co.,  157  Cal.  82,  106 
Pac.  404  (see  infra,  sees.  1324,  1325), 
and  seems  clearly  no  longer  to  retain 
the  approval,  so  far  as  concerns  the 
present  matter,  of  the  distinguished 
jurist  who  wrote  the  opinion. 

2  Kidd  V.  Laird,  15  Cal.  161,  76 
Am.  Dec.  472,  4  Morr.  Min.  Biep.  571. 

Discussing  the  distinction  between 
the  right  of  use  and  the  water  itself, 
Mr.  Justice  Ailshie,  in  Idaho,  in  a 
concurring  opinion,  says:  "Indeed,  it 
can  be  of  no  consequence  to  the  State 
as  to  where  the  property  right  in  the 
waters  is  vested,  so  long  as  the  people 
have  reserved  to  themselves  the  right 
to  regulate  the  use."  Hard  v.  Boise 
etc.  Co.,  9  Idaho,  589,  76  Pac.  331,  at 
334,  65  L.  B.  A.  407.  See  Part  VII 
of  this  book  regarding  regulation  of 
distribution  of  water  to  public  uses. 

•  Supra,  sec.  2« 
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it  and  say  it  is  his.  The  specific  water  so  discharged  or  escaped  is 
abandoned ;  not  an  abandonment  of  a  water-right,  but  an  abandon- 
ment of  specific  portions  of  water,  viz.,  the  very  particles  that  are 
discharged  or  have  escai>ed  from  control. 

There  is  an  abandonment  of  whatever  runs  waste  after  use. 
When  the  owner  has  made  all  the  use  of  the  water  he  wants,  and 
lets  the  waste  run  oS  from  ditches  without  intent  to  recapture,  the 
waste  is  abandoned,  and  the  owner  of  the  water-right  no  longer 
has  any  claim  upon  it.^  If  it  finds  its  way  by  natural  channels 
into  another  creek,  he  cannot  go  there  and  reclaim  it  as  against 
other  appropriators  there  who  make  use  of  it.*^  If  a  miner  digs 
a  ditch  to  drain  away  the  water  from  a  stream  so  that  the  bed  can 
be  mined,  the  water  is  abandoned.®  In  one  case  it  is  said:*^ 
''The  water  from  the  tunnel  finds  its  way  to  the  stream  and  has 
become  a  part  thereof.  It  inures  to  the  benefit  of  all  taking  water 
tiierefrom.  In  this  particular  water  the  claimants  have  no  interest 
or  right  which  will  permit  them  to  segregate  a  volume  of  water 
equal  to  that  flowing  from  the  tunnel,  even  if  it  be  an  actual  in- 
ereaae,  and  assert  an  exclusive  right  thereto  as  against  others 
diverting  water  from  the  stream. ' '  * 


(Sa  ed.) 

§  38.  Becaptore  Where  Abandonment  not  Intended.— But 
there  is  an  exception  to  this.  If  the  discharge  or  escape  from  the 
ditch  or  tunnel  or  reservoir  or  other  structure  is  made  not  because 
it  is  waste,  but  for  convenience  in  handling  it,  intending  at  the 
time  to  recapture  it  at  some  lower  point,  it  is  not  abandoned,  for 
abandonment  is  always  a  question  of  intention.  In  such  case,  if 
the  water  enters  a  stream,  where  such  intention  to  retain  owner- 
ship of  the  artificial  increment  exists,  the  .water  may  be  reclaimed 
from  the  stream  by  its  producer.  The  usufructuary  right  of  the 
stream  claimants  below  extends  only  to  the  natural  flow  of  the 
stream,  the  specific  waters  of  which  are  nobody's  property;  while 


4  Dougherty  v.  Creary,  30  Cal.  290, 
99  Am.  Dec.  116,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
35;  Davis  t.  Gale,  32  Cal.  26,  91  Am. 
Dee.  554,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  604; 
Colondo  etc.  Co.  v.  Rocky  Ford  etc. 
Co.,  3  Colo.  App.  545,  34  Pac.  580; 
Fannera'  etc.  Co.  v.  Rio  Grande  etc. 
Co.,  37  Colo.  512,  86  Pac.  1042. 

6  Eddy  V.  Simpson,  3  Cal.  249,  58 
Am,   Dec.   408,   15   Morr.   Min.   Rep. 


175;  Schulz  v.  Sweeney,  19  Nev.  359, 
3  Am.  St.  Rep.  888,  11  Pac.  253. 

6  McKinney  v.  Smith,  21  Cal.  374, 
1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  650. 

7  Farmers'  etc.  Co.  v.  Rio  Grande 
etc.  Co.,  37  Colo.  512,  86  Pac.  1042. 

8  Citing  La  Jara  Creamery  &  Live- 
stock Assn.  V.  Hanson,  35  Colo.  105, 
83  Pac.  644. 
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the  property  right  in  the  water  itself  extends,  free  of  such  usufruct 
in  others,  to  whatever  liquid  or  artificial  increment  has,  without 
intent  to  abandon,  been  artificially  added,  produced  or  introduced 
into  the  channel  by  the  labor  of  man.  Such  increment  belongs  to 
the  man  whose  labor  produced  it  or  brought  it  there  when  naturally 
it  would  not  have  existed  there;  having  become  his  property  by 
artificial  development  and  brought  under  his  possession  and  con- 
trol or  *  *  captured, ' '  it  may,  in  such  a  case,  be  * '  recaptured, ' '  to  use  an 
expression  of  Judge  Field's.  Water  can  be  discharged  into  a 
stream  as  a  link  in  a  ditch  line  and  taken  out  again,  though  there 
are  prior  appropriators  or  existing  riparian  owners  on  the  same 
stream.  A  stream  may  be  used  to  carry  stored  water.  It  is  not 
abandoned  where  there  is  an  intent  to  recapture  it.* 


•  California. — Hoffman  v.  Stone,  7 
Cal.  46,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  520 ;  Butte 
etc.  Co.  V.  Vaughn,  11  Cal.  143,  70 
Am.  Dec.  769,  4  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  552; 
Burnett  v.  Whiteside,  15  Cal.  35; 
Weaver  ▼.  Eureka  L.  Co.,  15  Cal.  274, 
1  Morr.  Min.  R^p.  642;  Davia  v.  Gale, 
32  Cal.  26,  91  Am.  Dec.  654,  4  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  604;  Richardson  v.  Kier, 
37  Cal.  263;  Wilcox  v.  Hausch,  64 
Cal.  461,  3  Pac.  108;  Creighton  v. 
Kaweah  Co.,  67  Cal.  222,  7  Pac.  658; 
Paige  V.  Rocky  Ford  Co.,  83  Cal.  84, 
21  Pac.  1102,  23  Pac.  875;  Wiggins 
V.  Muscupiabe  Co.,  113  Cal.  182,  54 
Am.  St.  Rep.  337,  46  Pac.  160,  32 
L.  R.  A.  667;  Mayberry  v.  Alhambra 
etc.  Co.,  125  Cal.  444,  54  Pac.  530, 
58  Pac.  68;  ChurchiU  v.  Rose,  136 
Cal.  576,  69  Pac.  416;  Lower  Tule 
etc.  Co.  V.  Angiola  etc.  Co.,  149  Cal. 
496,  86  Pac.  1081;  Wutchumna  W. 
Co.  V.  Pogue,  151  Cal.  106,  90  Pac. 
362;  Pomona  W.  Co.  v.  Sari  Antonio 
W.  Co.,  152  Cal.  618,  93  Pac.  881. 
See  Evans  D.  Co.  v.  Lakeside  D.  Co., 
13  Cal.  App.  119,  108  Pac.  1027;  Civ. 
Code,  sec.  1413. 

Colorado. — Platte  etc.  Co.  v.  Buck- 
ers  etc.  Co.,  25  Colo.  77,  53  Pac.  334; 
Oppenlander  v.  Left  Hand  Ditch  Co., 
18  Colo.  142,  31  Pac.  854;  Backers 
etc.  Co.  V.  Farmers'  etc  Co.,  31  Colo. 
62,  72  Pac.  49;  Ripley  v.  Park  etc. 
Co.,  40  Colo.  129,  90  Pac.  75.  See 
Hackett  v.  Larimer  etc.  Co.  (Colo.), 
109  Pac.  965.    See  statutes  infra,  see. 

40. 

Idaho. — Parke  v.  Boulware,  7  Idaho, 

490^  63  Pac.  1045;  Malad  etc.  Co.  y. 


Campbell,  2  Idaho,  411,  18  Pftc.  52. 
See  statutes,  infra,  sec.  40. 

Montana, — Beaverhead  etc.  Co.  v. 
Dillon  etc.  Co.,  34  Mont.  135,  85  Pac. 
880;  Smith  v.  Duff,  39  Mont.  382,  133 
Am.  St.  Bep.  587,  102  Pac.  984;  Kelly 
v.  Hynes  (Mont.),  108  Pac  785.  See 
Civ.  Code,  sec.  1883. 

Nebraska. — See  statutes  cited  infra, 
sec.  40.  In  Cobbey's  Ann.  Stats,  (sec. 
6752,  Laws  1889,  c.  68,  p.  504,  sec.  6, 
and  Laws  1895,  c.  40,  p.  378,  sec.  3) 
it  is,  however,  prohibited  on  streams 
less  than  one  hundred  feet  in  width. 

Nevada. — Schulz  v.  Sweeney,  19 
Nev.  359,  3  Am.  St.  Rep.  888,  11 
Pac.  253. 

New  Mexico. — ^Laws  1907,  p.  71,  sec. 
60. 

Oklahoma. — Stats.  1905,  p.  274,  sec. 
1. 

Oregon. — Simmons  v.  Winters,  21 
Or.  35,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  727,  27  Pac 
9;  McCaU  v.  Porter,  42  Or.  56,  70 
Pac.  822,  71  Pac.  976;  Hough  v.  Por- 
ter (1908),  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac  732, 
98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac  728.  See 
statutes,  infra,  sec  40. 

South  Dakota. — Stats.  1905,  p.  201, 
sec.  4;  Stats.  1907,  c.  180,  sec.  4. 

I7tah.— Fuller  v.  Sharp,  33  Utah, 
431,  94  Pac  817;  Herriman  etc.  Co. 
V.  Keel,  25  Utah,  96,  69  Pac.  719; 
Herriman  etc  Co.  v.  Butterfield  Min. 
etc  Co.,  19  Utah,  453,  57  Pac  637,  51 
L.  B.  A.  930.  Enacted  in  Stats.  1911, 
c.  43,  p.  60,  amending  Comp.  Laws, 
1907,  sec.  1288x25. 

IVnshington^ — Miller  v.  Wheeler 
(1909),  54  Wash.  429,  103  Pac  641, 
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In  a  very  early  California  ease  Mr.  Justice  Stephen  Field,  deliv- 
ering the  opinion  of  the  court,  said:  ''In  the  case  at  bar  the 
channel  of  the  south  fork  of  Jackson  Creek  is  used  as  a  connect- 
ing link  between  the  Amador  County  canal  and  the  ditch  of  the 
defendants.  The  water  from  the  canal  is  emptied  into  the  fork 
with  no  intention  of  abandoning  its  use,  but  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  supplying  the  ditch.  .  .  .• .  There  may  be  some  difHculty 
in  cases  like  the  present,  in  determining  with  exactness  the 
quantity  of  water  which  parties  are  entitled  to  divert.  Similar 
difficulty  exists  in  the  case  of  a  mixture  of  wheat  and  corn — 
the  quantity  to  be  taken  by  each  owner  must  be  a  matter  of  evi- 
dence. The  courts  do  not,  however,  refuse  the  consideration  of 
such  subjects,  because  of  the  complicated  and  embarrassing  char- 
acter of  the  questions  to  which  they  give  rise.  If  exact  justice  can- 
not be  obtained,  an  approximation  to  it  must  be  sought,  care  being 
taken  that  no  injury  is  done  to  the  innocent  party.*^  The  burden 
of  proof  rests  with  the  party  causing  the  mixture.*^  He  must  show 
clearly  to  what  portion  he  is  entitled.  He  can  claim  only  such 
portion  as  is  established  by  decisive  proof.  The  enforcement  of 
his  right  must  leave  the  opposite  party  in  the  use  of  the  full  quan- 
tity to  which  he  was  originally  entitled. *'"  The  party  recaptur- 
ing the  water  must  make  and  deduct  from  the  amount  to  be  re- 
captured due  allowance  for  seepage  and  evaporation,^^  and  must 
take  due  care  not  to  abstract  or  impair  any  natural  tributaries," 
even  if  those  tributaries  consist  only  of  percolating  water.^ 


23  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  1065;  Laws  1907, 
c.  222,  p.  285. 

Miscellaneous. — See  Elliot  v.  Fitch- 
burg  By.,  10  Cush.  (Mass.)  193,  57 
Am.  Dec.  85;  Whittier  v.  Cocheco  Co., 
9  N.  H,  454,  32  Am.  Dec.  382 ;  Society 
etc  ▼*  Morris  Canal  Co.,  Saxt.  (1 
N.  J.  Eq.  830)    157,  21  Am.  Dec.  41. 

10  Accord,    Burnett   ▼.    Whitesides, 

15  Cal.  35. 

11  Accord,  Burnett  v.  Whitesides,  15 
CaL  35;    Wilcox   v.   Hausch,   64   Cal. 
#61   3  P&e.  108;  Herriman  etc.  Co.  v. 
Keel,  26  Utah,  96,  69  Pac.  719;  Her- 
riman   etc.    Co.    V.    Butterfleld    Min. 
etc.  Co.,  19  Utah,  453,  57  Pac.  537, 
51  L.  B.  A.    930,  the  latter  holding 
that  seepage  and  eraporation  must  be 
deducted.     See,  also,  Buckers  etc.  Co. 
r.  fWmers'  etc  Cd.,  31  Colo.  62,  72 


Pac.  49;  Smith  y.  Duff  (1909),  39 
Mont.  382,  133  Am.  St.  Rep.  587,  102 
Pac.  984. 

But  see  Miller  v.  Wheeler  (1909), 
54  Wash.  429,  103  Pac.  641,  23  L.  B. 
A.,  N.  S.,  1065,  semble  contra^  as  to 
burden  of  proof. 

12  Butte  C.  &  D.  Co.  V.  Vaughn, 
11  Cal.  143,  70  Am.  Dec.  769,  4  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  552. 

13  Herriman  etc.  Co.  v.  Butterfield 
Min.  Co.,  19  Utah,  453,  57  Pac.  537, 
51  L.  R.  A.  930;  Miller  v.  Wheeler 
(1909),  54  Wash.  429,  103  Pac.  641, 
23  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  1065. 

14  Miller  ▼.  Wheeler,  supra, 

15  Smith  V.  Duff  (1909),  39  Mont. 
382,  133  Am.  St  Bep.  587,  102  Pac. 
984. 
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The  intention  not  to  abandon  the  water  turns  the  stream  chan- 
nel into  a  mere  means  of  conveyance.^  In  one  case  the  increment 
to  the  stream  consisted  of  waste  water  seeping  into  it  from  irri- 
gation. The  court  found  (a  matter  possibly  questionable  on  the 
facts  recited)  that  this  water  it  had  always  been  the  intention 
of  the  irrigator,  from  whose  land  it  seeped,  to  recapture  from  the 
stream  and  put  to  his  own  use;  and  held  that  he  consequently 
could  sell  to  another  the  same  right  to  withdraw  from  the  stream 
the  flow  equivalent  to  the  seepage,  which  sale  would  prevail  against 
existing  claimants  on  the  stream."  Water  may  be  "developed'* 
by  a  tunnel  distant  from  and  unconnected  with  the  stream  and 
allowed  to  flow  from  the  tunnel  into  the  stream,  and  where  the 
facts  show  this  to  be  new  and  foreign  water  which  would  not 
naturally  have  formed  part  of  the  stream,  the  tunnel  owner,  if  he 
80  intends  at  the  time  he  caused  this  increment,  may  reclaim  it 
from  the  stream.^*  Water  may  be  drain^  from  a  mine  and 
emptied  into  a  stream  with  the  intent  to  recapture  it  at  some 
other  point,  and  a  decree  settling  rights  upon  the  stream  rendered 


M  SimmOM  v.  Winters,  21  Or.  35, 
28  Am.  St.  Bep.  727,  27  Pac.  9. 

17  The  court  said  (MiUer  ▼. 
Wheeler  (1909),  54  Wash.  429,  103 
Pae.  641,  23  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  1065) : 
"Having  decided  that  there  was  some 
flow,  that  this  was  increased  by  the 
energj  and  expenditure  of  appellants, 
and  that  the  increase  was  not  aban- 
doned, the  case  will  be  remanded  to 
the  lower  eourt  to  find  the  amount  of 
the  original  flow  from  the  springs  on 
Wheeler  Hill,  the  amount  this  flow  has 
been  increased  bj  artificial  means, 
and  the  amount  of  depreciation  from 
natural  waste  and  evaporation  of  the 
added  flow  in  passing  from  Wheeler 
Hill  to  the  Miller  headgate;  and  that 
it  then  decree  that  the  amount  so 
found  be  allowed  to  pass  the  head- 
gate  for  use  on  the  lands  of  Wheeler 
and  his  grantees  in  the  valley  below." 
But  an  increment  due  to  more  eco- 
nomical structures  is  not  an  artificial 
increase  such  as  to  take  it  out  of  a 
contract  to  supply  from  the  natural 
flow.  Evans  v.  Prosser  etc.  Co. 
(Wash.),  113  Pac.  271. 

18  Mayberry  ▼.  Alhambra  etc  Co., 


125  Cal.  444,  54  Pae.  530,  58  Pac 
68,  saying:  "The  ri^ht  to  the  artifi- 
cial increment  is  quite  distinct  froa 
the  title  to  the  natural  flow,  and  th« 
owner  thereof  may  reclaim  it  from 
the  channel."  Accord,  Buckers  etc 
Co.  v.  Farmers'  etc.  Co.,  31  Colo.  62, 
72  Pae.  49.  See  Farmers'  Union  etc 
Co.  V.  Bio  Grande  etc.  Co.,  37  Colo. 
512,  86  Pac.  1042.  In  one  case  it  is 
said :  "The  court  found,  in  effect,  that 
the  subterranean  water  diverted  and 
carried  down  the  canyon  in  said  pipe- 
line and  by  that  means  mingled  with 
the  natursd  surface  flow  and  turned 
into  the  defendants'  ditch  at  the 
Crafton  dam,  did  not  constitute  any 
part  of  the  subterranean  waters  which 
would  naturally  flow  to  and  feed  the 
plaintiff's  source  of  supply,  and  that 
the  interference  with  natural  condi- 
tions did  not  operate  to  dimini^ 
plaintiff's  supply.  If  this  is  true, 
the  diversion  by  means  of  the  pipe- 
line would  cause  no  damage  to 
plaintiff."  Mentone  Co.  y.  Bedlands 
Co.,  155  Cal.  323,  100  Pac  1082,  22  U 
B.  A.,  N.  S.,  382,  17  Ann.  C;as.  1222. 
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previoudy  does  not  prevent  the  recapture  of  the  mine  water  for 
irrigation^* 
The  matter  is  frequently  covered  by  statute.^* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  S8a.  Same. — ^While  the  new  water  in  the  cases  heretofore 
considered  was  usually  transported  to  the  stream  from  a  distant 
source,  such  as  from  another  stream  in  another  watershed,  yet  the 
same  principle  applies  where  the  increment  is  not  so  transported, 
but  is  caused  to  exist  solely  by  salvage  works  in  the  stream  itself, 
provided  those  works  are  done  with  the  express  intention  of  availing 
oneself  of  the  increased  flow.  Thus,  it  was  applied  in  one  case,^^ 
where  the  increment  was  introduced  by  merely  clearing  out  a  choked 
channel;  or  by  other  artificial  means ;^  or  by  enlarging  flow  of 
springs;^  or  by  providing  an  artificial  channel  to  save  seepage 
and  evaporation.^ 

A  recent  case  furnished  an  excellent  illustration.  In  Pomona 
W.  Co,  V.  San  Antonio  W.  Co.,^  the  stream  for  two  and  one-half 
miles  was  a  losing  stream,  diminishing  nineteen  per  cent  by 
seepage  and  evaporation  before  reaching  plaintiff.  Defendant 
saved  this  loss  by  providing  a  pipe-line  to  carry  the  stream  over 
those  two  and  one-half  miles,  and  also,  in  the  bed  of  the  creek 
thus  left  dry,  placed  another  pipe-line  in  which  25-50  inches  of 
water  accumulated.^  The  court  says  that  the  defendant  thus  de- 
livers to  plaintiff  below  all  the  water  which  plaintiff  would  get 
and  be  entitled  to  if  the  stream  continued  to  flow  naturally;  and 
the  water  in  the  pipes  in  excess  of  the  natural  flow  is  new,  rescued, 
developed,  or  salvage  water.  The  court  lays  stress  upon  the  fact 
that  the  presence  of  the  new  water  is  due  entirely  to  the  agency 
of  the  defendants,  and  holds  that  the  amount  thereof  must  be  de- 


ls Ripley  t.  Park  etc.  Co.,  40  Colo. 
129,  90  Pae.  75. 

»  Infra^  sec.  40.  The  California 
GvU  Code  enacts,  section  1413:  ''The 
water  appropriated  may  .  be  turned 
Into  the  channel  of  another  stream 
and  mingled  with  its  water,  and  then 
reelaimed;  bat  in  reclaiming  it  the 
water  already  appropriated  by  an- 
other must  not  be  diminished."  This 
is  merely  declaratory  of  the  early  deci- 
sbiis  already  cited. 

M  Paige  V.  Kocky  Ford  etc.  Co., 
Gd.  84,  21  Pac.  1102,  23  Pac.  875. 

22»  BeaTerhead  etc  Co.  t.  DiUon  etc. 


Co.,  34  Mont.  135,  85  Pac.  880;  Kelly 
V.  Hynes  (Mont.),  108  Pac.  785. 

23  Churchill  v.  Bose,  136  Cal.  576,  69 
Pac.  416. 

24  Pomona  W.  Co.  v.  San  Antonio 
W.  Co.,  152  Cal.  618,  93  Pac.  881; 
Wiggins  V.  Muscupiabe  Co.,  113  CaL 
182,  54  Am.  St.  Rep.  337,  45  Pac. 
160,  32  L.  R.  A.  667. 

25  152  Cal.  618,  93  PSac.  881. 

1  No  contention  upon  the  use  of 
riparian  proprietors  was  made;  and 
the  parties  all  claimed  to  use  the 
water  on  nonriparian  lands  or  under 
claims   of   appropriation. 
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termined  **with  the  nicest  exactness  possible,'*  and  the  right 
thereto  then  belongs  to  defendant  who  rescued  it.  Mr.  Justice 
Henshaw  said:  *'This  principle  has  been  enunciated  by  this  court 
as  early  as  Butte  Company  v.  Vaughn,*  and  has  been  reaffirmed, 
however  varying  the  forms  may  have  been,  whenever  it  has  been 
presented.  The  principle  in  brief  is  this:  that  where  one  is  en- 
titled to  the  use  of  a  given  amount  of  water  at  a  given  point,  he 
may  not  complain  of  any  prior  use  made  of  the  water  which  does 
not  impair  the  quality  or  quantity  to  which  he  is  entitled,  and, 
upon  the  other  hand,  he  may  not  lay  claim  to  any  excess  of  water 
over  the  amount  to  which  he  is  entitled,  however  it  may  be  pro- 
duced. In  the  Vaughn  case,  supra,  the  question  turned  upon  the 
prior  use.  In  Creighton  v.  Kaweah  Irrigating  Company'  it  is 
said:  'At  best,  the  plaintiffs  would  be  entitled  only  to  have  the 
defendant  enjoined  from  obstructing  the  flow  of  that  which  would 
have  naturally  flowed  unaided  by  artificial  means,  with  which  the 
plaintiff  is  not  connected.'  In  Wiggins  v.  Muscupiabe  L.  &  W. 
Co.,*  this  whole  question  is  elaborately  considered,  and  full  recogni- 
tion is  accorded  of  the  right  to  water  of  one  who  saves  as  well  as  to 
the  one  who  develops  it.  It  there  appeared  that  one  hundred 
inches  of  water  were  naturally  lost  by  absorption  and  evaporation 
in  passing  through  the  natural  channel  from  the  dam  and  ditch 
of  an  upper  riparian  owner  to  the  land  of  a  lower  owner.  It  was 
held  that  a  court  of  equity  in  dividing  the  flow  of  the  stream 
might  allow  the  upper  owner  to  provide  artificial  means  for  carry- 
ing all  the  waters  of  the  stream  in  excess  of  the  one  hundred  inches 
to  the  land  of  the  lower  owner,  and  permit  the  upper  owner 
to  use  so  much  of  the  one  hundred  inches  as  he  could  save  by  such 
artificial  means,  and,  quoting  from  the  opinion,  it  is  said:  'The 
plaintiff  could,  under  no  circumstances,  be  entitled  to  the  use  of 
more  water  than  would  reach  his  land  by  the  natural  flow  of  the 
stream,  and,  if  he  receives  this  flow  upon  the  land,  it  is  immaterial 
to  him  whether  it  is  received  by  means  of  the  natural  course  of 
the  stream  or  by  artificial  means.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  de- 
fendant is  enabled  by  artificial  means  to  give  to  the  plaintiff  all 
of  the  water  he  is  entitled  to  receive,  no  reason  can  be  assigned  why 
it  should  not  be  permitted  to  divert  from  the  stream  where  it 

2  11  Cal.  143,  70  Am.  Dec.  769,  4  *  113   Cal.    195,   54  Am.   St.   Bep. 

Morr.  Min.  Bep.  552.  337,  45  Pac.  160,  32  L.  B.  A«  667. 

s  67  CaL  222,  7  Pac.  658. 
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enters  its  land  and  preserve  and  utilize  the  one  hundred  inches 
which  would  otherwise  be  lost  by  absorption. '  This  same  doctrine 
is  recognized  by  all  the  courts  which  have  been  called  upon  to  con- 
sider if  » 

(3d  ed.) 

§  39.  Same. — ^The  point  which  distinguishes  these  cases  is  the 
intent  existing  at  the  time  the  artificial  increment  to  the  stream 
is  produced,  not  to  abandon  it,  but,  on  the  contrary,  always  in- 
tending to  reclaim  it,  and  the  carr3ring  out  of  that  intent  within  a 
reasonable  time.  The  intent  to  recapture  the  water  must  be  pres- 
ent at  the  time  it  is  discharged  from  control,  and  must  be  very 
clearly  shown;*  otherwise  an  injunction  will  lie  to  prevent  its 
recapture.''  The  intent  to  recapture  is  essential,  and  without  it, 
the  water  is  abandoned ;  and,  as  previously  set  forth,  cannot  be  re- 
claimed against  claimants  on  the  stream,  existing  at  the  time  the 
recapture  is  attempted. 

The  rule  permitting  recapture  of  artificial  increments  added  to 
the  stream  without  intent  to  abandon  applies  under  the  law  of 
riparian  rights  as  much  as  under  the  law  of  appropriation.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  40.  Statutory  Regulation  of  Recapture. — ^In  this  matter  super- 
vision by  public  ofiScials  seems  specially  desirable  when  the  owners 
along  the  stream  are  numerous.  The  owner  of  a  water-right  in  the 
stream  may  well  say:  **Our  waters  would  be  so  mixed  that,  inde- 
pendently of  the  injury  you  could  cause  me  in  retaking  from  the 
stream  more  water  than  you  had  turned  in,  you  oblige  me  to  keep 
a  constant  surveillance  over  you  while  doing  so,  and  you  compel  me 
to  keep  up  a  perfect  understanding  with  you  in  regard  to  the  main- 
taining, clearing,  and  stoppage,  or  continuance  of  flow,  on  terms 


»  Citing  Platte  Irr.  Co.  ▼.  Imperial 
Co.,  25  Colo.  77,  53  Pac.  335;  Herri- 
man  Irr.  Co.  y.  Butterfleld  Min.  Co., 
19  Utah.  453,  57  Pac.  541,  51  L.  R.  A. 
930;  Famham  on  Waters,  sec.  '672. 
Note  that  the  Wiggins  case  was  de- 
cided with  regard  to  riparian  pro- 
prietors at  common  law.  See,  also, 
infra,  sec  279. 

«  Schnlz  V.  Sweeney,  19  Nev.  359,  8 
Am.  St.  Rep.  888,  11  Pac.  253. 

7  Wilcox  y.  Hausch,  64  CaL  461, 
3  Fnc.  108. 


8  Wiggins  y.  Muscupiabe  Co.,  113 
Cal.  182,  54  Am.  St.  Rep.  337,  45 
Pac.  160,  32  L.  R.  A.  667;  Brymbo 
Co.  V.  Lesters  Co.,  8  Rep.  (Eng.) 
329;  Elliot  v.  Fitchburg  Ry.,  10 
Cush.  (Mass.)  191,  57  Am.  Dec.  85; 
Muskoka  Co.  y.  Queen,  28  Grant  Ch. 
(U.  C.)  563;  Pox  etc.  Co.  y.  Kellev, 
70  Wis.  287,  35  N.  W.  744;  Society 
y.  Morris  Co.,  1  N.  J.  Eq.  157,  21  Am. 
Dec  41;  Dyer  y.  Cranston  Co.,  22  R, 
L  506,  48  Pac  791. 
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upon  which  we  probably  could  not  agree ;  in  a  word,  you  impose  on 
me  a  perpetual  community  of  interest  which  I  have  not  sought,  but 
opposed."  To  meet  this,  the  recent  State  Water  Codes  usually 
allow  the  State  Engineer  to  oversee  the  commingling  and  recap- 
ture.^ In  Washington  the  statute  provides  for  court  commissioners 
for  that  purpose.^^  And  such  commissioners  may  be  appointed  by 
courts  in  specific  cases  without  statute.^^ 


•  Colorado.— Hey.  Stats.  1908,  Bees. 
8203,  3222-3225;  Gen.  Stata.  1725; 
Laws  1879,  p.  107,  see.  39;  Laws 
1907,  p.  176. 

Idaho.— lAWi  1909,  p.  150,  c.  197; 
Laws  1911,  e.  149. 

Nebraska. — Cobbej's  Ann.  Stats., 
sees.  6752,  6799;  Stats;  1897,  c.  85,  p. 
359,  see.  1;  Laws  1903,  e.  119,  p.  612. 

New  Mexieo.StB,is.  1907,  p.  71, 
see.  60. 

Oregon. — Stats.  1909,  e.  216,  sec 
69. 

8awth  Doipota.— ^tats.  1907,  e.  180, 
see.  4. 

§§  41-^0.    (Blank  numbers.) 


And  probably  the  other  States  hav- 
ing water  codes.  See  statutes,  in 
Part  Vin  below. 

10  Stats.  1907,  c.  222,  p.  285. 

In  the  code  of  Lombardj  it  is  pro- 
irided:  "Article  16.  Whoever  desires 
to  introduce  water  into  a  jpublie  canal 
with  the  view  of  taking  it  out  asain 
at  a  lower  point  shall  submit  his  ehim 
to  the  director-general.  It  will  be 
decided  so  as  to  cause  no  injury  to 
the  rights  of  other  parties.  Objee- 
tions  to  such  arrangement  will  be  dis- 
posed of  by  the  public  administra- 
tion." 

11  Infra,  see.  640. 
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CHAPTER  4. 

THE  LAW  CONFINED  TO  NATURAL  RESOXJRCES. 

I  51.    The  natural  nsnf  ract  alone  of  practical  importance. 
t  52.    Natural  and  artificial  watercourses  distinguislied. 

t  53.    The  law  of  natural  watercourses  does  not  apply  to  water  in  an  arti- 
ficial watercourse. 
I  54.    Importance  of  the  right  of  access  to  the  natural  stream. 
I  55.    Artificial  flow  claimants  may  have  priorities  between  themselves. 
I  56.    But  artificial  flow  claimants  have  no  original  rights  against  the 

creator  of  the  flow,  the  owner  of  the  natural  resource. 
t  57.     Same. 
t  58.    Same. 

t  59.    Some  qualifications. 

I  60.    Qualification  by  grant,  condemnation,  or  dedication. 
I  61.    Qualification  by  drainage  from  a  foreign  source  into  a  natural  stream* 
f  62.    Qualification  by  relation  back  to  a  natural  stream. 
I  63.    "First  principles"  deduced. 
It  64-65.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(3d  ed.) 

§  61.    The  Natural  Usufract  Alone  of  Practical  Importaiice.--* 

The  value  of  the  foregoing  lies  in  showing  that  the  corpus  of  water 
in  the  stream  itself,  as  a  substance,  is  not  the  subject  of  property 
(is  in  the  "negative  community"  or  ''belongs  to  the  public")?  *°d 
that  one  may  have  only  the  strictly  usufructuary  right  to  the  flow 
and  use  of  the  stream.  Wejre  the  principles  to  be,  to  any  great 
extent,  so  applied  as  to  regard  cases  as  based  upon  property  rights 
in  running  water  as  a  substance,  it  would  be  a  misapplication,  for 
their  true  force  lies  in  showing  the  opposite — that  controversies 
must,  as  a  rule,  be  decided  with  regard  to  the  flow  and  use  of  the 
natural  water  supply,  and  not  its  corpus;  for  the  usufruct  of  the 
natural  resource  (and  not  the  water  itself)  is  alone  of  practical 
importance. 

This  is  having  much  influenee  in  the  West  under  the  law  of  ap- 
propriation, which  forcefully  denies  that  a  water  user  has  any 
ownership  in  the  water  of  the  stream  from  which  he  diverts  (that 
"belongs  to  the  public"),  but  only  a  right  to  continuance  of  supply 
from  the  natural  resource  during  the  beneficial  use.  Under  the 
eommon  law  of  riparian  rights  the  principle  is  as  true — a  riparian 
owner  also  has  no  ownership  of  the  water  of  the  stream  to  which 
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his  land  is  riparian.  He  also  has  only  a  right  of  continuance  of 
supply,  though  this  right  of  a  riparian  own^r  differs  from  the  law 
of  appropriation,  in  that  it  is  not  confined  to  periods  of  use,  but 
is  perpetually  reserved  to  his  land, — a  perpetual  right  to  have  the 
supply  from  the  natural  resource  continued  for  future  possible 
use  whether  now  used  or  not. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  52.  Natural  and  Artificial  Watercourses  Distingraished. — 
The  law  of  natural  watercourses  or  of  natural  bodies  of  water  as 
natural  resources  does  not  apply  to  water  in  an  artificial  water- 
course, or  other  occurrence  or  situation  not  of  natural  creation. 
An  artificial  flow,  depending  for  its  continuance  upon  the  act  of 
man,  differs  in  its  essentials  from  a  flow  created  by  nature;  the 
one  is  voluntary,  and  the  other  is  an  element  of  geological  struc- 
ture, a  natural  part  of  the  earth;*  the  one  requires  duties  to  be 
placed  upon  the  upper  owner  if  he  must  continue  it,  the  other 
requires  no  act  of  man  to  continue  it.  Moreover,  in  the  natural 
resource  whose  flow  is  due  to  nature,  the  water  is  *'publici  juris" 
(or  ''belongs  to  the  public,"  or  is  in  the  "negative  community") 
and  open  to  acquisition  of  original  private  rights  of  continual 
flow  and  use,  or  "water-rights."  But  the  water  in  a  ditch,  reser- 
voir, pipe,  or  other  artificial  impound  or  structure  that  reduces 
it  to  possession  is  not  piiblici  juris;  it  has  already  somewhat  of 
a  private  right  attached  to  its  corpus  which  withholds  it  from 
natural  servitude  of  flow  and  use  of  others  than  its  actual  pos- 
sessor,— the  natural  order  of  the  water  as  a  thing  wandering  at 
large  has  ceased.^ 

Creswell,  J.,  in  Sampson  v.  Hodinott,*  referring  to  the  distinc- 
tion between  an  artificial  drain  and  a  natural  stream,  says  that 
"all  authority,  from  the  Digest  downward,  shows  that  there  is 
distinction."*  That  as  a  general  proposition  rights  are  the  same 
in  natural  and  artificial  watercourses  "cannot  possibly  be  sus- 

1  "A  watercourse  is  a  thing  natu-  or  a  ditch  is  as  much  an  artificial 

ral."     Shury  v.  Piggott,  3  Bulst.  339;  mechanism  as  a  pump;  it  may,  indeed, 

Poph.  169,  81  Eng.  Reprint,  280.  be  much  more  so;   and  the  one  al- 

-  As  said  in  one  case,  Charnock  v.  ters    the    natural    conditions    in    the 

Higuerra,  111  Cal.  473,  481,  52  Am.  same  sense  that  the  other  does." 

St.  Rep.  195,  44  Pae.  171,  32  L.  R.  A.  3  i  Com.  B.,  N.  S.,  590. 

190,  "Every  diversion  of  water  from  *  See,  also,  14    Ency.  of  Lawg  of 

a  stream  is  artificial — a  disturbance  England,  604;  5  Am.  &  Eng.  Ency.  of 

of  the  natural  order  of  things.    A  dam  Law,  112. 
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tained.'**^  As  is  said  by  another  authority:  **The  rights  and  lia- 
bilities of  parties  in  respect  of  artificial  streams  and  watercourses 
are  entirely  distinct  from  the  rights  and  liabilities  of  riparian 
proprietors  [or  appropriators]  in  respect  of  natural  streams  and 
watercourses.  The  water  in  an  artificial  stream  is  the  property 
of  the  party  by  whom  it  is  created  or  caused  to  flow."* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  53.  The  Law  of  Natural  Watercourses  Does  not  Apply  to 
Water  in  an  Artificial  Watercourse. — ^In  the  natural  resource 
(the  flow  and  use  of  a  natural  stream)  a  real  property  right, 
an  incorporeal  hereditament,  is  acquired  by  original  ownership. 
In  an  artificial  flow,  ownership  can,  as  a  general  principle,  be  ac- 
quired only  by  grant,  condemnation  or  prescription  from  the 
own^r  of  the  natural  resource  supplying  the  artificial  flow;  it  is  a 
derivative  right  and  not  an  original  one.  Nature  has  created 
a  resource  in  the  flow  and  supply  of  the  natural  stream;  but 
away  from  streams  water  carried  to  other  localities  can  be  sub- 
ject only  to  such  rights  qf  continuance  as  are  derived  through  the 
man  who  carries  it  and  causes  it  to  flow  there.  ^ 

It  is  simply  the  result  of  natural  conditions.  Only  owners  of 
rights  in  the  natural  streams  have  ** natural  rights'*  or  rights 
in  a  natural  water  body ;  all  others  derive  a  right  only  through 
some  stream-owner,  a  derivative  and  not  a  natural  right.  This 
gives  great  value  to  the  owners  of  natural  water  resources,  and 
is  a  disadvantage  to  water  users  owning  no  rights  in  the 
stream  itself  and  building  up  improvements  at  a  distance  from 
streams  in  reliance  upon  water  coming  from  works  or  land 
of  stream  appropriators  or  riparian  owners ;  but  that  is  simply 
an  inevitable  disadvantage  inherent  in  natural  situation  away 
from  streams,  or  where  streams  have  been  all  taken  up  by  prior 
rights  where  the  law  permits  their  appropriation.'' 


5  Wood  ▼.  Waud.  3  Ex.  748.  Ac- 
cord, Goddard  on  ifasemeiits,  7th  ed., 

1910,  p.  87. 

0  Kerr  on  Injunctions,  4th  ed.,  p. 
190. 

"Artificial  channels  are  in  a  dif- 
ferent legal  position  from  natural 
watercourses."  Ferguson  on  Water 
in  Scotland,   p.  277. 

T  Note  that  the  common  law  for- 
bids the    carrying    away  of    stream 


water  permanently  from  its  channel, 
and  requires  it  to  be  returned  to  tbo 
stream  so  that  natural  rights  may  ex- 
ist therein  in  favor  of  others.  (In- 
fra, sec.  709,  "Natural  Right.")  ,  The 
law  of  prior  appropriation,  however, 
does  not  require  such  return  in  favor 
of  any  party  subsequent  to  a  perma- 
nent diversion;  it  holds  the  natural 
resooxce  open  to  exclusive  ownership. 
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(Sd  ed.) 

§  64.    Importance  of  the  Bight  of  Access  to  the  Natural  Stream. 

Since  only  the  natural  resource  is,  thus,  the  subject  of  original 
natural  usufructuary  rights  (as  distinguished  from  contract  or 
derivative  rights),  a  right  of  access  to  the  natural  resource  (the 
natural  stream)  is  indispensable  to  the  acquisition  of  rights  or 
usufructs  therein.  It  is  the  result  of  natural  conditions  which 
surround  streams  entirely  by  land  vested  in  ownership.  Since 
such  inclosing  lands  alone  have  or  can  give  a  right  of  access  to 
the  stream,  their  ownership  must  be  a  factor  which  will  inevi- 
tably shape  any  system  of  water  law. 

The  controlling  force  of  the  ownership  of  the  inclosing  lands 
controlling  access  to  the  natural  resource  is  the  accepted  basis  of 
the  common  law  of  riparian  rights  and  of  the  new  law  of  per- 
colating water.  Thus,  declaring  emphatically  that  the  water 
itself  is  not  the  subject  of  ownership  (or  is  ''publici  juris") >  the 
law  of  riparian  rights  arises  directly  from  the  exclusion  of  non- 
riparian  owners  because  they  have  no  access  to  the  natural  resource 
(the  natural  stream)  without  trespassing  upon  the  rifiarian  lands; 
it  then  gives  equal  rights  (as  opposed  to  special  rights  by  priority 
of  use)  to  that  class  of  the  public  owning  the  lands  having  such 
access,  that  is,  the  riparian  or  inclosing  lands.®  Likewise  the  new 
law  of  percolating  water  declares  that  the  ground-water  is  not  itself 
the  subject  of  private  ownership,  just  as  of  the  water  of  streams, 
and  declares  that  it  gives  equal  rights  to  that  class  of  the  public 
owning  the  lands  having  access  to  the  natural  underground  re- 
source— that  is,  all  adjacent  or  overlying  lands.* 

And  no  less  noteworthy  is  the  way  the  right  of  access  has  affected 
the  law  of  prior  appropriation.    The  early  policy  of  the  United 

■ 

States  of  free  rights  in  the  public  lands  (approved  by  the  act  of 
1866)  afforded  free  access  to  the  streams  to  all,  and  the  law  of 
prior  appropriation  flourished;  to-day,  with  the  vast  areas  of  re- 
served or  withdrawn  lands,  the  United  States  has  largely  with- 
drawn the  right  of  access  to  the  streams,  with  the  avowed  purpose 
of  preventing  their  appropriation.^^  So,  likewise,  the  rapid  pace 
of  settlement,  under  which  bordering  lands  are  passing  into  private 
hands,  restricts  the  right  of  access  in  the  same  way,  and  impedes 
appropriation  of  the  water.    It  was,  indeed,  the  passing  of  riparian 

8  Infra,  sees.   692  et  seq.;  765  et         9  Infra,  see.  1102  et  seq. 
seq.  ^0  Infra,  see.  204  et  seq. 
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lands  into  private  hands  which  directly  brought  back  the  laws  of 
riparian  rights  in  California  (confining  appropriation  to  the  pub- 
lic lands) ;  and  which,  in  Colorado,  to  avoid  that  result,  caused 
the  early  ruling  for  free  access  and  rights  of  way  over  private 
lands,  since  found  necessary  on  constitutional  grounds  to  discard.^^ 
So  the  situation  is  rapidly  arriving  where,  even  though  the  State 
law  recognizes  no  water  law  but  prior  appropriation,  yet  appro- 
priators  cannot  get  at  the  water  either  because  private  land  incloses 
the  stream  and  must  not  be  trespassed  upon,  or  because  the  inclos- 
ing land  is  public  land  and  the  United  States  refuses  the  right  to 
build  ditches  or  reservoirs  (that  is,  the  right  of  access)  except 
under  the  newly  developing  system  of  Federal  Bight  of  Way  legis- 
lation. 

The  general  body  of  the  law  of  watercourses,  under  whatever 
system,  is  applicable  only  to  natural  streams  in  their  natural  situa- 
tion; and  a  right  of  access  to  this  natural  resource  through  the 
bordering  lands  is  essential  to  the  exercise  of  rights  therein,  a  de- 
terminative factor  in  any  system  of  water  law. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  65.  Artificial  Flow  Claimants  may  have  Priorities  Between 
Themselves. — ^Between  two  parties,  both  without  right  in  any 
natural  stream  (such  as  rival  claimants  to  waste  water  coming  from 
a  ditch  of  a  stream-owner  to  whom  both  are  strangers),  priority 
of  possession  governs  by  the  rule  of  the  common  law  that  posses- 
sion is  sufficient  title  against  a  later  mere  possession;  between  two 
parties  equally  without  right  the  one  first  in  possession  has  the 
better  standing."    It  is  frequently  so  provided  by  statute."^ 

It  should  be  noticed,  however,  that  the  Colorado  statute,  which 
has  been  the  model  for  the  others,  recognizes  a  paramount  right  in 
the  owner  of  the  natural  resource  from  which  the  waste  or  seepage 


11  Infra,  sees.  224,  225. 

12  See  Wood  v.  Waud.  3  Ex.  748. 
For  example,  water  ifrom  a  tunnel 

belongs  to  the  appropriators  receiving 
it  aa  against  all  who  are  not  priv^r 
to  those  who  drove  the  tunnel.  Far- 
mers' Union  etc.  Co.  v.  Rio  Grande 
etc.  Co.,  37  Colo.  512,  86  Pac.  1042. 

See,  also,  cases  in  the  following 
note. 

13  Colorado, — "All  ditches  now  con- 
stmeted  or  hereafter  to  be  constructed 
for  the  purpose  of  utilizing  the  waste, 
seepage  or  spring  waters  of  the  State, 

Wster  Bights^-4 


shall  be  governed  hj  the  same  laws 
relating  to  priority  of  right  as  those 
ditches  constructed  for  the  purpose  of 
utilizing  the  water  of  running 
streams;  Provided,  that  the  person 
upon  whose  land  the  seepage  or  spring 
waters  first  arise,  shall  have  the  prior 
right  to  such  waters  if  capable  of  be- 
ing used  upon  his  lands.^  Colo.  Rev. 
Stats.  1908,  sec.  3177;  M.  A.  S.  2269;- 
Laws  1889,  p.  215,  1.  See  Rev.  Stats. 
1908,  see.  4231,  as  to  waste  water 
hoisted  from  a  mine.  (See  La  Jara 
etc.  06.  y.  Hansen,  35  Colo.    105,  83 
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comes.  The  rival  waste  claimants  merely  have  priorities  between 
themselves.  Claims  of  this  kind  between  rivals  both  subject  to  a 
paramount  title  in  a  third  person  frequently  occur  in  the  law  of 
waters ;  ^*  but  they  are  not  freehold  rights,  being  at  the  mercy  of 
the  paramount  owner, — ^in  this  case,  the  owner  of  the  natural 
supply. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  66.  But  Artificial  Flow  Claimants  have  No  Original  Bights 
Against  the  Creator  of  the  Flow,  the  Owner  of  the  Natural  Re- 
source.— ^While  artificial  flow  claimants  may  thus  have  priorities 
between  themselves,  they  can  have  no  right  of  continuance  against 
the  owner  of  the  natural  supply  (the  appropriator  on  the  natural 
stream,  or  in  California,  the  riparian  owner),  except  by  grant,  con- 
demnation  or  dedication  (or  by  the  rule  of  compulsory  service 
where  the  water  is  distributed  to  public  use)  .**• 

The  chief  instance  of  artificial  flows  in  practice  is  where  some 
stream-owner  has  carried  water  to  a  distance  and,  after  use,  dis- 
charges it  below  his  land  or  works.  Where  this  discharge  is  into 
a  stream,  the  matter  \a  more  particularly  considered  in  a  later 
section;  but  the  simplest  case  is  where  there  is  no  stream  at  the 
point  of  discharge,  and  the  waste  simply  makes  its  way  off  over 
a  dry  gulch  or  other  theretofore  waterless  configuration  of  the 
land.    Seeing  the  water  come  down,  other  parties  arrive,  build 


Pac.  644.  See,  also,  Ripley  v.  Park 
etc.  Co.,  40  Colo.  129,  90  Pac.  75.) 

Idaho. — Section  3246,  Rev.  Codes,  is 
copied  from  the  Colorado  statute, 
supra.  The  act  embodying  this  sec- 
tion was  passed  in  1899.  See  Laws 
1899,  p.  380,  sec.  23.  See  concurring 
opinion  of  Sullivan,  C.  J.,  in  Gerber 
V.  Nampa  Irr.  Dist.,  16  Idaho,  1,  100 
Pac.  80  J  Saunders  v.  Robison,  14 
Idaho,  770,  95  Pac.  1057. 

Nebraska. — (Substantially  a  copy 
of  the  Colorado  act.)  Comp.  Stats. 
1903,  sec.  6452;  Cobbey's  Ann.  Stats. 
6798;  Laws  1895,  c.  69,  p.  260,  sec. 
44. 

New  Mexico, — ^Laws  1907,  p.  71, 
sec.  53.  See  Vanderwork  ▼.  Hewes 
(N.  M.),  110  Pac.  567. 

North  Dakota.— Qtz.U.  1905,  c.  34, 
sec.  49;  Rev.  Codes  (1905),  sec.  7604 
et  seq. 

Oklahoma, — ^Laws  1905,  p.  224,  sec 
45. 


Oregon. — See  Brosnan  v.  Harris,  39 
Or.  148,  87  Am.  St.  Rep.  649,  65  Pac. 
867,  54  L.  R.  A.  628;  Hough  v.  Por- 
ter, 51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac. 
1083,  102  Pac.  728. 

South  Dakota. — ^Laws  1905,  p.  201, 
fiec.  56.  See  Laws  1907,  c.  180,  sec. 
57,  requiring  payment  to  the  owner 
of  works  from  which  seepage  comes, 
before  right  thereto  is  acquired. 

Washington. — Sec.  5829,  Pierce's 
Code  of  1905.  See  Dickey  v.  Maddux, 
48  Wash.  411,  93  Pac.  1090;  Nielsen 
V.  Sponer,  46  Wash.  14,  123  Am.  St. 
Rep.  910,  89  Pac.  155.  •  This  is 
copied  from  the  Colorado  statute, 
supra. 

Some  of  these,  such  as  the  New 
Mexico  and  South  Dakota  statutes, 
recogTiize,  between  seepage  claimants, 
priority  in  him  who  first  obtains  per- 
mit from  the  State  Engineer. 

1-*  Infra,  sees.  246,   627. 

14a  Infra^  sec.  1248  et  seq. 
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ditches  below,  receive  the  water  and  put  it  to  use.  Yet  unless  they 
have  a  contract  with  the  stream-owner,  they  must  generally  rely 
upon* continued  receipt  from  him  of  stich  water  at  their. peril.  In 
such  case  the  creator  of  this  artificial  flow  may  cease  to  allow 
it  to  escape.  So  long  as  he  permits  it  to  go  down,  the  lower  takers 
have  a  right  to  all  that  comes;  so  much  he  has  abandoned,  and  can- 
not recapture;  with  its  use  he  has  no  concern.*^  But  it  is  only 
the  specific  water  run  waste  that  is  abandoned,  not  any  of  the  in- 
coming water;  the  owner's  water-right  in  the  flow  and  use  of  the 
natural  stream  remains  unaffected  and  unlimited  by  anything  that 
happens  to  the  waste  away  from  any  stream.  Whenever  he  will 
he  may  begin  to  retain  it  and  prevent  its  escaping  in  the  future, 
or  may  change  his  use  so  that  it  escapes  in  another  place  (the  law 
limiting  changes,  elsewhere  considered,  applies  only  to  natural 
streams) ;  ^*  and  generally  may  exercise  dominion  over  its  continu- 
ance even  though  it  be  to  the  detriment  of  those  to  whom  it  has 
come  while  allowed  to  escape." 

Some  simple  illustrations  will  show  that  this  must  obviously  be 
90.  May  not  the  original  appropriator  from  the  stream,  the  owner 
on  the  natural  resource,  abandon  his  ditch  when  it  gets  old,  the 
abandonment  resulting  in  that  it  no  longer  carries  waste  to  the 
waste  claimants — or,  if  it  breaks,  must  he  keep  it  in  repair  for  the 
benefit  of  the  waste  users  t  Would  the  flow  of  water  from  the  eaves 
of  a  house  give  a  right  to  the  neighbors  to  insist  that  the  house 
should  not  be  pulled  'down  or  altered,  so  as  to  diminish  the  quan- 
tity of  water  flowing  from  the' roof t  Would  the  fact  that  my 
pump  has  for  years  dripped  water  onto  a  neighbor's  ground  give 
him  a  right  to  say  that  my  pump  must  go  on  leaking  t 


(34  ed.) 

§  67.    Same.— As  the  water  in  a  ditch  is  private  property,  the 

landowner  through  whose  land  the  ditch  runs,  or  into  which  a  ditch 
discharges,  can  claim  no  riparian  rights  therein  against  the  ditch- 
owner,  for  riparian  rights  exist  only  in  natural  streams,  whose 
waters   are  publici  juris}^    A  nonriparian  owner  receiving  the 


u  Supra,  see.  37. 

16  Infra,  sees.  496,  500. 

IT  The  mere  discharge  of  water  by 
an  npper  proprietor  upon  the  land  of 
a  lower  may  easily  eetablish  a  right 
on  the  part  of  the  upper  proprietor 
to  go  on  discharging,  because  so  long 
M  the  discharge   continues  there  is 


RiibmiRsion  on  the  part  of  the  lower 
proprietor  to  proceedings  which  indi- 
cate a  claim  of  right  on  the  part  of 
the  proprietor  above,  but  it  is  difficult 
for  the  lower  proprietor  to  establish 
a  right  to  have  the  flow  continued. 

18  Davis  V.  Martin  (1910).  157  Cal. 
657,     108     Pac.     867;     Crcighton    v. 
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waste  from  the  ditch  of  a  riparian  owner  does  not  thereby  acquire 
any  right  in  the  stream  from  which  the  water  originally  comes,  nor 
any  right  (aside  from  grant)*  to  have  the  riparian  owner  continue 
the  supply.^®  Nor  is  it  subject  to  the  acquisition  (against  the 
creator  of  the  flow)  of  a  continuous  right  of  flow  and  use  by  ap- 
propriation under  the  law  of  prior  appropriation,  for  the  law  of 
appropriation,  properly  speaking,  as  a  law  of  freehold  rights,  applies 
likewise  only  to  the  flow  of  a  natural  stream.^ 

In  the  absence  of  contract,  the  natural  water-right  owner 
may  cease  the  abandonment  of  waste  from  a  ditch,  and  so 
use  the  water  that  none  of  it  thereafter  runs  waste,  or  so  that 
it  runs  off  in  a  new  place  where  people  below  no  longer  can  get 
it.*^  Long  receipt  by  them  of  the  water  of  itself  gives  no  per- 
manent right  to  have  the  discharge  continued,  whether  by  appro- 
priation, prescription  or  estoppel,  even  though  the  lower  claimants 
built  expensive  ditches  or  flumes  to  catch  the  waste.^    The  claim 


Kaweah  Co.,  67  Cal.  221,  7  Pac.  658; 
Green  ▼.  Carotta,  72  Cal.  267,  13  Pac. 
685;  Arkwright  v.  Gell,  5  Mees.  &  W. 
225,  2  H.  &  H.  17;  Ranney  ▼.  St. 
Louis  Co.,  137  Mo.  App.  537,  119  S. 
"W.  484.  Compare  the  French  law 
as  given  in  "Droit  Civile  Francais," 
by  Aubrey  &  Bau,  4th  ed.,  vol.  Ill,  p. 
48.  "Proprietors  nonriparian  to  the 
natural  flow  of  the  water  are  not  al- 
lowed, as  riparian  to  an  artificial 
canal  leading  from  the  stream,  to  de- 
mand that  the  canal  owner  transmit 
to  them  the  water  thus  derived." 
("Les  propria taires  non-riverains  d'un 
cours  d'eau  naturel  ne  sont  pas  admis, 
comme  riverains  d'un  canal  artificiel 
d6riv6  de  ce  cours  d'eau,  k  demander 
que  le  propri6taire  du  canal  leur 
transmette  les  eaux  ainsi  deriv6es.*') 
19  Davis  v.  Martin,  157  Cal.  657, 108 
Pac.  866.  In  this  case  the  court  said, 
per  Mr.  Justice  Shaw:  "The  Martin 
ranch  abutted  upon  the  stream  and 
the  riparian  rights  attaching  to  said 
lands  by  reason  of  this  contiguity 
were  paramount  to  the  rights  of  any 
appropriator.  Being  the  owners  of 
the  land  bordering  its  banks,  they 
could  control  its  flow  and  prevent 
others  from  diverting  it  at  any  point 
on  their  lands.  There  was  no  evi- 
dence or  finding  that  the  plaintiffs 
ever  obtained  by  purchase  or  grant 
from  the  owners  of  the  Martin  ranch 


any  right  whatever  either  to  maintain 
the  ditch  over  that  ranch,  or  to  use 

the  water  of  the  stream The 

only  part  thereof  which  the  plaintiffs 
succeeded  in  obtaining  for  use  on 
their  land  was  such  waste  waters  as 
the  owners  of  the  Martin  ranch  al- 
lowed to  pass  through  the  ditch  be- 
yond their  boundaries." 

20  Cases  just  cited.  Helm,  C.  J.,  in 
Farmers'  etc.  Co,  v.  Southworth,  13 
Colo.  Ill,  Sn  Pac.  1029,  4  L.  R.  A. 
767,  says:  "The  constitution  recog- 
nizes priorities  only  among  those  tak- 
ing water  from  natural  streams." 
(See,  also,  Dickey  v.  Maddux,  48 
Wash.  411,  93  Pac.  1090.)  Other 
authorities  are  hereinafter  cited  in 
dealin^r  with  specific  examples  in  the 
following  sections. 

21  Davis  V.  Martin,  157  Cal.  657, 
108  Pac.  866;  Hanson  v.  McCue,  42 
Cal.  303, 10  Am.  Rep.  299  (commented 
on  in  Katz  v.  Walkinshaw,  141  Cal. 
116,  at  129,  99  Am.  St.  Rep.  35,  70 
Pac.  663,  74  Pac.  766,  64  L.  R.  A. 
236)  ;  Correa  v.  Frietas,  42  Cal.  339, 
at  343;  2  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  336. 

22  The  following  are  cited  only  as 
examples  (see,  also,  cases  cited  infra, 
sec.  593,  "estoppel"): 

Dougherty  v.  Creary,  30  Cal.  290, 
89  Am.  Dec,  116,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
35;  Stone  v.  Bumpus,  40  CaL  428, 
4  Morr.   Min.  Rop.  271;    Hanson   v. 
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to  a  contintiance  of  such  lower  use  by  estoppel  is  frequently  made, 
on  the  ground  that  the  ditch-owner  allowing  the  discharge  down 
the  gulch  knew  of  the  expectation  of  the  person  receiving  the  dis- 
charge, and  of  the  expense  incurred  in  putting  it  to  use.  But  in 
a  leading  case^  the  court  says  on  this  point:  **We  have  been  cited 
to  no  authority,  and  know  of  none,  that  holds  that  the  bare  fact 
that  the  ditch  was  constructed  with  the  knowledge  of  the  plaintiffs 
and  their  grantors,  and  without  objection  on  their  part,  though  at 
heavy  cost,  is  sufBcient  to  operate  an  estoppel.  There  must  be  some 
degree  of  turpitude  in  the  conduct  of  a  party  before  a  court  of 
equity  will  estop  him  from  the  assertion  of  his  title — the  effect 
of  the  estoppel  being  to  forfeit  his  property,  and  transfer  its  en- 
joyment to  another."^  Estoppels  may  arise  from  proper  facts^ 
but  not  from  merely  receiving  water  that  another  discharges.^ 

Lower  user  based  purely  upon  discharged  waste  from  a  ditch 
or  tunnel,  etc.,  gives  no  permanent  rights,  and  to  this  effect  some 
quotations  are  here  given,  including  cases  where  the  waste  found 
its  way  to  the  lower  claimants  by  percolation. 

**The  plaintiffs  could  acquire  no  other  than  a  mere  privilege  or 
right  to  the  use  of  the  waste  water,  or,  at  most,  but  a  secondary 
and  subordinate  right  to  that  of  the  first  appropriators,  and  only 
such  as  was  liable  to  be  determined  by  their  action  at  any  time,  unless 
the  water  had  been  turned  back  into  the  original  channel "^ 


MeCae,  42  CaL  303,  10  Am.  Bep.  299; 
Correa  ▼.  Frietas,  42  Gal.  339,  2  Morr. 
Min.  Bep.  336;  Stockman  y.  Biver- 
ride  etc.  Ck).,  64  Cal.  57,  at  59,  28 
Pac.  116;  Anaheim  etc.  Co.  v.  Semi- 
Tropic  etc.  Co.,  64  Cal.  185,  30  Pac 
623;  Lux  ▼.  Hagffin,  69  Cal.  255,  at 
266,  10  Pac.  674  (disapproTing  Parke 
▼.  Eilham,  8  Cal.  77,  68  Am.  Dee. 
310,  4  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  522,  on  this 
point);  Lakeside  Ditch  Co.  ▼.  Crane, 
80  Cal.  181,  22  Pac.  76;Hargrave  ▼. 
Cook,  108  CaL  72,  41  Pac.  18,  30  L. 
B.  A.  390;  Davis  v.  Martin,  157  Cal. 
657,  108  Pac.  866;  Fairplay  etc.  Co. 
▼.  Weston,  29  Colo.  125,  67  Pac.  160, 
21  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  725;  Burkhart  v. 
Meiburg,  37  Colo.  187,  119  Am.  St. 
Rep.  279,  86  Pac.  99,  6  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S., 
1104;  Smith  etc.  Co.  v.  Colorado  etc. 
Co.,  34  Colo.  485,  82  Pac.  940,  3  L. 
B.  A.,  N.  S.,  1148;  Cardelli  v.  Com- 
stock  Co.,  26  Nev.  284^  66  Pac.  950, 


21  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  699;  Wimer  v. 
Simmons,  27  Or.  1,  50  Am.  St.  Bep. 
685,  39  Pac.  6;  Crescent  etc.  Co.  v. 
SUver  King  etc.  Co.,  17  Utah,  444,  70 
Am.  St.  Bep.  810,  54  Pac.  244.  See 
Yale  on  Mining  Claims  and  Water 
Bights,  201;  Arkwright  v.  Cell,  5 
Mees.  &  W.  226,  2  H.  &  H.  17;  Mason 
V.  Shrewsbury  etc.  By.  Co.  [1871], 
L.  B.  6  Q.  B.  578;  Greatrex  v.  Hay- 
ward  [1853],  8  Ex.  291,  22  N.  J.  Ex. 
137. 

28  Stockman  ▼.  Biverside  etc.  Co., 
64  Cal.  57,  at  59,  28  Pac.  116. 

24  Citing  Boggs  v.  Merced  Min. 
Co.,  14  Cal.  368,  10  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
334.  This  is  in  accord  with  the  lead- 
ing English  case  of  Arkwright  v. 
Cell,  5  Mees.  &  W.  226;  2  H.  &  H.  17. 

25  Infra,  sees.  556,  593,  594 

1  Woolman  ▼.  Garringer,  1  Mont. 
544,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  675. 
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In  Hanson  v.  McCue  :*  *'Thig  ditch,  in  its  course  over  Hanson's  land, 
leaked  water  in  such  quantities  that  it  collected  into  a  stream,  which 
Hanson  used  for  irrigation.  This  was  the  only  foundation  for  the 
right  which  Hanson  had  or  claimed  to  the  water.  The  court  prop- 
erly held  that  he  had  no  right  to  the  waste  water,  and  that  McCue 
was  not  bound  to  continue  to  maintain  the  artificial  stream  for 
Hanson's  benefit,  but  could,  by  any  means  he  chose,  change  the  use 
of  the  spring  and  the  course  of  the  ditch."  In  a  recent  California 
case  it  was  ruled  that  use  for  many  years  of  waste  coming  from  a 
ditch  do^s  not  of  itself  give  any  right  of  action  against  the  ditch- 
owner  when  he  thereafter,  for  his  own  use,  cuts  off  the  waste.' 

Waste  water  soaking  from  the  land  of  another  after  irrigation 
need  not  be  continued,  and  may  be  intercepted  and  taken  by  such 
original  irrigator,  and  conducted  elsewhere,  though  parties  there- 
tofore using  the  waste  are  deprived  thereof.  In  one  case*  plain- 
tiff had  dug  a  ditch  along  the  boundary  of  her  land,  thereby 
collecting  the  seepage  from  the  irrigation,  of  her  neighbor  above. 
The  latter  dug  a  parallel  ditch  on  his  own  land,  collecting  the  seep- 
age for  himself  and  using  it  elsewhere.  I'he  court  says:  **The 
plaintiff  certainly  has  acquired  no  vested  right  to  compel  the  de- 
fendants to  apply  the  waters,  the  right  to  the  use  of  which  they 
own,  in  such  a  way  as  that  some  of  it  will  not  soak  into  their  own 
ground,  but  escape  and  pass  from  the  surface  onto  her  lands. 
The  defendants  have  the  right  to  change  the  place  and  manner  of 
use,  or  reduce  the  quantity  applied  to  their  lands,  so  that  no  water 

whatever  will  escape  and  reach  the  lands  of  plaintiff The 

plaintiff  does  not  assert  the  right  to  the  use  of  this  water  by  virtue 
of  an  appropriation  made  from  the  same  stream,  or  any  of  its 
tributaries,  which  are  the  source  of  defendants'  supply.  She  can- 
not, therefore,  like  a  prior  or  junior  appropriator  of  water  from 
the  same  stream,  insist  on  the  economical  use  of  the  defendants 

of  their  appropriation By  mere  acquiescence  on  their  part 

to  plaintiff's  use  after  waste  water  has  passed  from  their  lands 
they  have  not  estopped  themselves  thereafter  to  intercept  and  make 
beneficial  use  of  it  before  it  escapes  from  their  control."' 

2  As  commented  on  by  Shaw,  J.,  in  *  Burkhart  v.  Meiberg,  37  Colo.  187, 
Katz  ▼.  V^alkinshaw,  141  Cal.  116,  119  Am.  St.  Rep.  279,  86  Pac.  98, 
^9  Am.  St.  Rep.  35,  70  Pac.  663,  74      6  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  1104. 

Pac.  766,  64  L.  R.  A.  236.  5  Where  a  canal  company  furnishes 

3  Davis  V.  Martin,  157  CaL  657,  an  applicant  with  waste  water  from  a 
108  Pac.  866.'  drain    ditch,     supplied    wholly    with 
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No  action,  therefore,  will  lie  for  an  injury  by  the  diversion  of  an 
artificifil  watercourse,  where  from  the  nature  of  the  case  it  is  ob- 
vious that  the  enjoyment  of  it  depends  upon  temporary  circum- 
stances and  is  not  of  a  permanent  character.^  This,  if  sanctioned, 
would  present  a  case  of  the  servient  owner  being  allowed  to  compel 
the  dominant  one  to  continue  a  discharge  of  water  and  to  prevent 
him  from  altering  its  course,  and  thus  to  invert  their  relative  posi- 
tions.    No  such  right  exists  in  the  servient  proprietor  J 

The  point  of  view  is  that  the  water  issuing  from  the  discharge 
must  be  considered  as  a  corpus,  so  that.no  question  of  a  continuous 


water  wasting  fnyn  other  lands,  the 
user  thereof  cannot  compel  the  canal 
company  to  maintain  such  waste 
water,  even  though  a  rental  is  charged 
therefor  when  used;  for  the  rights  of 
the  user  depend  wholly  upon  the 
water  wasted  into  the  drain  ditch. 
Gerber  ▼.•Nampa  Irr.  Dist.,  16  Idaho, 
1,  100  Pac  80. 

«  Wood  ▼.  Waud,  8  Ex.  747;  Gale 
on  Easements,  181;  Arkwright  ▼. 
Gel],  supra;  Duncan  v.  Bancroft,  110 
Mass.  267;  Waffle  ▼.  New  York  Cent. 
B.  B.  Co.,  53  N.  Y.  11,  13  Am.  Bep. 
467^  58  Barb.  413;  2  Washburn  on 
Beal  Property,  72. 

7  A  recent  writer  (Mr.  Mills,  of 
Denver,  Colorado,  in  MiUs'  Irrigation 
Manual,  p.  53)  says:  "An  appro- 
priator  of  waste  water  acquires  a 
right  only  to  whatever  water  flows 
from  the  ditch  or  canal  through  which 
the  first  use  is  made,  after  the  wants 
and  necessities  of  the  appropriators 
under  such  ditch  or  canal  have  been 
supplied,  and  such  appropriation  does 
not  carry  a  right  to  any  specific  quan- 
tity of  water,  nor  the  right  to  inter- 
fere with  the  water  flowing  in  such 
ditch  or  canal,  and  the  appropriators 
under  such  ditch  or  canal  are  under 
no  obligation  to  permit  any  specific 
quantity  of  water  to  be  ^scbarged 
as  waste  for  his  benefit." 

An  English  case  says:  "If  the 
'stream  flows  at  its  source  by  the 
operation  of  nature — that  is,  if  it  is 
a  natural  stream — the  rights  and  lia- 
bilities of  the  party  owmng  the  land 
at  its  source  are  the  same  as  those 
of  the  proprietors  in  the  course  below. 
If  the  stream  flows  at  its  source  by 
the  operation  of  man — that  is,  if  it  is 
an  artificial  stream — ^the  owner  of  the 
bnd  at  its  source  or  the  commence- 


ment of  the  flow  is  not  subject  to  any 
rights  or  liabilities  toward  any  other 
person,  in  respect  of  the  water  of  that 
stream.  The  owner  of  such  land  may 
make  himself  liable  to  duties  in  re- 
spect of  such  water  by  grant  or  con- 
tract; but  the  party  claiming  a  right 
to  compel  performance  of  those  duties 
must  give  evidence  of  such  right  be- 
yond the  mere  suffering  by  him  of 
the  servitude  of  receiving  such 
water."  Gaved  v.  Martyn,  19  Com. 
B.,  N.  8.,  759,  760. 

"If  such  a  stream  be  of  a  tem- 
porary and  precarious  character, 
owing  its  existence  solely  to  opera- 
tions carried  on  for  the  beneficial  use 
of  the  alleged  servient  tenement,  it 
will  be  diilSeult,  if  not  impossible,  for 
an  inferior  heritor  to  qualify  a  right 
to  its  continuance."  Ferguson  on 
Water  in  Scotland,  pp.  277,  278.  A 
civil-law  writer  finds  the  rule  to  be 
the  same  under  that  system,  saying: 
"I  have  been  able  to  allow  it  to  run 
out  of  my  property,  because  it  was 

useless  to  me I  have  been  able 

to  permit  that  you  should  make  on 
your  field  works  to  coUect  it,  because 
I' had  no  right  to  prevent  them,  since 
each  one  can  do  on  his  property  that 
which  appears  most  convenient  to  him, 
but  not  on  that  account  have  you  ac^ 
quired  the  right  to  the  water  which 
has  not  yet  flowed  out  of  my  field, 
but  only  to  that  which  may  be  al- 
ready outside  of  my  possession;  and 
thus  it  is,  that  I  can  retain  it,  con- 
vert it  to  new  uses,  and  even  dry 
up  the  spring,  which,  perhaps,  may 
be  prejudicial  to  me."  Eschriche, 
"Aguas,"  see.  4,  translated  from  the 
Spanish.  See,  also,  the  French  writer 
quoted  at  the  beginning  of  this  sec- 
tion* 
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usufructuary  right  in  a  natural  resource  can  be  involved.  So  much 
of  the  corpus  as  is  discharged  is  "returned  to  the  public,"  and 
may  be  taken  by  the  man  to  whom  it  comes,  but  receiving  it  gives 
him  no  right  in  any  of  the  substance  that  has  not  yet  come  to  hinl. 
He  deals  with  the  corpiis  of  water  and  not  with  its  natural  flow. 
•The  law  of  appropriation  as  a  system  of  permanent  freehold  rights, 
and  the  law  limiting  change^  properly  can  apply  only  to  rights  in 
a  natural  watercourse.  As  was  said  in  Colorado  by  Mr.  Justice 
Helm:  "The  constitution  recognizes  priorities  only  among  those 
taking  water  from  a  natural  stream.  "• 

Waste  claimants  at  a  distance  from  streams  have  no  rights  of  con- 
tinuance against  the  owner  on  the  natural  resource,  or  the  creator  of 
the  waste  flow.  Should  the  statutes  above  mentioned  ^^  be  thought  to 
attempt  to  bind  a  stream-owner  against  his  will  to  waste  claimants 
disconnected  with  any  stream,  they  would  be  taking  from  owners 
on  the  natural  resource  the  control  of  their  property,  aq4  would 
seem  unconstitutional  as  depriving  them  of  an  essential  element 
of  their  property  right  without  due  process  of  law.^^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  68.  Same. — ^While  the  foregoing  was  addressed  more  di- 
rectly to  water  discharged  as  waste  from  a  ditch  or  flume  or  similar 
structure,  yet  the  authorities  given  also  involve  water  escaping  by 
seepage,  and  the  principle  is  entirely  the  same.  No  question  of  a 
continuous  water-right  is  involved  (aside  from  prescription  or  con- 
tract, etc.)  except  where  rights  can  be  asserted  directly  or  indirectly 
in  a  natural  stream. 

The  discharge  of  drainage  water  through  a  tunnel  stands  on  the 
same  footing,  with  the  additional  strength  that,  while  the  discharge 
considered  in  the  last  section  was  not  of  water  artificially  collected 
(but,  instead,  originally  existing  in  a  natural  body  and  diverted 
therefrom) — here  the  water  is  itself  artificially  collected,  as  well 
as  artificially  confined.  The  question  arises  in  cases  of  water 
pumped  from  a  mine  and  run  off  in  a  ditch.  The  leading  case  in 
which  this  situation  is  considered  is  the  English  case  of  Arkwright 
V.  Gell,^  in  which  the  opinion  was  by  Baron  Parke,  to  whose  opin- 

8  Infra,  sec.  496  et  seq.  "  See     Dickey     v.      Maddox,     48 

0  rarmere'  etc.  Co.  v.  Southworth,  Wash.  411,  93  Pac.  1090;  Nielson  v. 

13  Colo.  120,  21  Pac.  1028,  4  L.  B.  A.  Sponer,   46   Wash.    14,    123   Am.   St. 

767.  Eep.  910,  89  Pac.  155. 

10  8vpra,  see.  55.  12  5  Mees.  &  W.  226,  2  H.  &  H.  17. 
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tons  the  law  owes  much  to  the  dear  presentation  of  the  distinction 
between  the  corptis  of  water  and  a  usufructuary  right.  He  says 
the  stream  coming  from  the  mine  is  not  governed  by  the  law  of 
natural  watercourses,  and  proceeds: 

''This  was  an  artificial  watercourse,  and  the  sole  object  for  which 
it  was  made  was  to  get  rid  of  a  nuisance  to  the  mines,  and  to  enable 
their  proprietors  to  get  the  ores  which  lay  within  the  mineral  field 
drained  by  it ;  and  the  flow  of  water  through  that  channel  was,  from 
the  very  nature  of  the  case,  of  a  temporary  character,  having  its 
continuance  only  whilst  the  convenience  of  the  mine-owners  re- 
quired it,  and  in  ordinary  course  it  would  most  probably  cease  when 
the  mineral  ore  above  its  level  should  have  been  exhausted."  As 
to  the  lower  claimant  who  received  and  put  to  use  this  water,  ''He 
would  only  have  a  right  to  use  it,  for  any  purpose  to  which  it  was 
applicable,  so  long  as  it  continued  there."  Time  would  raise  no 
presumption  of  a  grant  nor  found  any  claim  to  a  continuance  of 
the  discharge;  for  "the  mine-owner  could  not  bring  any  action 
against  the  person  using  the  water,"  so  as  to  make  him  stop  using 
it;  and  consequently  such  use  did  not  in  any  way  concern  or  bind 
the  mine-owner.  "We  therefore  think  that  the  plaintiffs  never  ac- 
quired any  right  to  have  the  stream  of  water  continued  in  its 
former  channel."** 

A  modem  illustration,  entirely  to  the  same  effect,  arose  out  of 
the  waters  flowing  from  the  Sutro  tunnel,  below  Virginia  City, 
Nevada.  Plaintiffs  used  waste  water  that  was  being  pumped  from 
the  Comstock  mines,  and  discharged  in  large  volume  through  the 
Sutro  tunnel,  which  had  been  built  to  drain  those  mines.'  This 
discharge,  the  court  held,  was  an  artificial  stream,  and  not  subject 
to  appropriation  by  plaintiff  so  as  to  give  any  right  against  the  tun- 
nel company.  The  court  put  this  case:  "One  further  illustration: 
A,  by  artificial  means,  fills  a  tank  or  reservoir  on  his  own  land  to- 
day, and  permits  the  waters  to  flow  down  to  B's  land  and  irrigate 
B's  land.  Probably  A's  conduct  gives  to  B  the  right  to  that  water 
— ^that  individual  tank  or  reservoir  full.  But  suppose  A  fills  the 
same  tank  or  reservoir  to-morrow,  but  chooses  to  use  this  water — 
this  tank  or  reservoir  full — ^to  irrigate  his  own  land;  what  right 
has  B  to  this  last  water  t  We  think  none,  and  it  makes  no  material 
difference  if  such  a  state  of  things  were  kept  up  for  a  long  num- 

13  Aeeord,   Wood  ▼.  Wand,  3  Ex.      Water  in  Scotland,  p.  277  et  seq. 
775.    See,  also,  Fergnson  on  Law  of 
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ber  of  years.  In  such  case,  time  would  raise  no  presumption  of 
grant,  and  A  could  at  any  time  stop  the  production  of  such  arti- 
ficial and  temporary  stream ;  and  he  could  also,  at  any  time,  if  he 
continued  the  production  of  such  stream,  put  the  waters  thereof 
to  his  own  use.'*^*  In  this  case,  counsel  argued  **That  such  waters 
are  just  as  absolutely  the  property  of  the  corporation  defendant 
as  if  such  water  were  manufactured  each  day  from  oxygen  and 
hydrogen  by  the  corporation  defendant." 

,  A  distinction  may,  perhaps,  be  made  between  such  tunnel  water 
and  an  artesian  well.  The  water  from  an  artesian  well,  though 
artificially  started,  thereafter  flows  naturally.  It  has  been  held, 
that  where  an  artesian  well  was  drilled  on  an  oil  claim  on  public 
land,  and  both  the  well  and  claim  were  then  abandoned,  the  flow 
from  the  well  was  a  stream  to  which  the  law  of  appropriation  ap- 
plied thereafter.^  Another  case  also  distinguished  between  arte- 
sian wells  flowing  naturally  and  wells  requiring  pumping.^* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  69.    Some  Qualiflcations. — ^It  is  possible  that  the  owner  of 

the  natural  supply  may  be  prevented  from  capriciously  cutting  off 

an  artificial  supply  of  water  which  another  has  long  enjoyed,  when 

that  is  done  without  any  fair  object  of  his  own  to  promote,  or  is 

don-e  merely  to  injure  the  other;  but  that  would  be  an  innovation 

upon  the  general  rule  that  the  motive  with  which  an  act  is  done  is 

immaterial.    Such  innovation  has  been  made  in  natural  percolating 

water  cases,  denying  a  right  to  cut  off  another's  natural  percolating 

supply  except  for  the  reasonable  use  of  one's  own  land;"  but  it  has 

not,  as  yet,  entered  into  the  authorities  here. 

But  there  is  one  clear  qualification;  and  there  are  two  others 

upon  which  the  law  is  not,  however,  settled.    The  clear  exception 

is  where  rights  are  acquired  against  the  creator  of  the  flow  by  grant, 

condemnation   or  dedication.    The  two  others   are  possibly  the 

cases  where  an  artificial  flow  of  water  from  a  foreign  source  is 

allowed  to  enter  and  enrich  a  natural  stream,  and  the  cases  in  the 

14  Cardclli  v.  Comstock    T.  Co.,  26      etc.  Co.  ▼.  Weston,  29  Colo.  125,  67 
Nev.  284,  66  Pac.  950,  21  Morr.  Min.      Pac.  160,  21  Monr.  Min.  Rep.  725. 
Rep.  699.    Accord  as  to  mine  tu^inel       ,  "  ^^  V7olf skiU   v.    Smith,   S   Cal. 

*  r.  *    «*.-     r««     «     q:i„«,      App.  175,  89  Pac.  1001. 

^ters,    Crescent    etc.    Co.    v.    Silver         ^{^  g^  ^^^^  ^^        ^  ^^   ^       233. 

King  etc.  Co.,  17  Utah,  444,  70  Am.      91  Pac.  811.  ' 

St.  Bep.  610,  54  Pac.  244;  Fairplaj  17  Infra,  sec.  1119  et  seq. 
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West  where  consumers  from  a  distributing  ean-al  are  held  to  he 
owners  of  the  natural  stream  through  the  intermediate  agency  of 
the  distributing  system.  These  are  considered  in  the  following  sec- 
tions in  the  order  named. 

(Before  doing  so,  mention  may  be  made  of  an  apparent  qualifica- 
tion under  the  rule  of  compulsory  service  where  water  is  received 
from  a  canal  devoting  it  to  public  use."*  That,  however,  is  a  matter 
only  collateral  to  the  law  of  watercourses.) 


(3d  ed.) 

§  60.  Qoaliflcation  by  Orant,  Condemnation,  or  Dedication. 
That  rights  may  be  obtained,  against  the  owner  of  the  natural 
supply,  by  grant  or  condemnation,  needs  no  exposition. 

There  is  further  an  established  principle  that  by  lapse  of  time 
an  artificial  watercourse  may  come  to  be  regarded  as  equivalent 
to  a  natural  one.  These  cases  do  not  depend  exactly  upon  prescrip- 
tion, for,  as  above  shown,  prescription,  properly  speaking,  cannet 
run  in  favor  of  lower  parties  upon  a  flow  as  against  parties  high 
up.^*  They  rest  rather  upon  what  some  of  the  cases  call  an  ordi- 
nary dedication  to  a  class  of  public  which,  in  the  course  of  time, 
has  established  itself  upon  the  basis  of  the  artificial  condition. 
Where  the  creator  of  the  artificial  condition  intended  it  to  be  per- 
manent, and  a  community  of  landowners  or  water  users  has  been 
allowed  to  adjust  itself  to  the  presence  and  existence  of  the  arti- 
ficial watercourse  or  other  artificial  condition,  acting  upon  the 
supposition  of  its  continuance,  and  this  has  proceeded  for  a  long 
time  beyond  the  prescriptive  period,  the  new  condition  will  be  re- 
garded as  though  it  were  a  natural  one,  its  artificial  origin  being 
then  disregarded  by  the  law  as  it  has  been  by  the  community.  The 
creator  of  the  artificial  watercourse  will  be  held  to  have  dedicated 
it  to  the  use  of  the  community  that  has  by  long  time  become  ad- 
justed to  it.^ 


17a  Infra,  see.  1280. 

IS  Supra,  sec.  56  et  soq. 

i»  Paige  V.  Rocky  Ford  «tc.  Co.,  83 
Cal.  84,  at  93,  21  Pac.  1102,  23  Pac. 
875;  Matheson  v.  Ward,  24  Wash. 
407,  85  Am.  St.  Rep.  955,  64  Pac. 
520;  HoUett  v.  Davis,  54  Wash.  326, 
103  Pac.  423;  Hough  v.  Porter,  51 
Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083, 
102  Pac.  728;  Stimson  v.  Inhabitants 
of  Brookline,  197  Mass.  568,  125  Am. 


St.  Rep.  382,  83  N.  E.  893,  16  L.  B. 
A.,  N.  S.,  280,  14  Ann.  Gas.  907; 
Shepardson  v.  Perkins,  58  N.  H.  354; 
City  of  Reading  v.  Alt  house,  93  Pa. 
405;  Woodbury  v.  Short,  17  Vt.  386, 
44  Am.  Dec.  344;  Foetl  v.  Whitlock, 
27  Vt.  265;  Beeston  v.  Waite  (1856), 
5  El.  &  B.  986;  Bailey  v.  Clark 
(1902),  1  Ch.  649;  Nuttall  v.  Brace- 
well,  L.  R.  2  Ex.  1 ;  Ivimev  v.  Stoeker, 
L.  B.,  1  Ch.  App.  396;   Whitmore  y. 
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Where  the  owner  of  the  land  has  artificially  changed  the  course 
of  the  stream  so  as  to  afifect  other  riparian  proprietors  favorably, 
and  acquiesced  therein  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  he  cannot 
claim  the  right  to  change  the  flow  of  the  water  to  the  detriment  of 
such  other  riparian  owners;  for  such  acquiescence  on  his  part  is 
binding  like  a  public  dedication.^  After  high-water  channels  are 
artificially  opened,  and  after  they,  together  with  the  cuts  dug  con- 
necting them  with  the  main  stream,  have  been  used  by  the  parties 
opening  them  and  by  their  successors  in  interest,  and  such  use  is 
acquiesced  in  and  recognized  as  branches  of  the  main  creek  by 
others  on  the  main  stream  and  its  tributaries  and  branches  for  the 
period  prescribed  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  they  become  as  natu- 
ral channels  and  owners  of  lands  adjacent  thereto  are  in  law  entitled 
to  the  same  consideration  and  to  the  same  rights  as  are  those  on 
the  main  and  unquestioned  channel.^^ 

This  rule  rests  upon  a  quasi  dedication  of  the  artificial  condition 
to  the  public,  and  the  essence  of  it  is  the  growth  of  a  community 
dependent  upon  the  artificial  condition.  Where  no  such  com- 
munity-interest has  been  created,  and  the  question  is  solely  between 
a  single  individual  and  the  original  creator  of  the  artificial  water- 
course or  condition,  the  rules  purely  of  prescription,  as  above  con- 
sidered, apply.  The  rule  of  dedication  to  the  pvilic  just  set  forth 
is  inapplicable. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  61.  Qualification  in  Cases  of  Drainage  firom  a  Foreign  Source 
into  a  Natural  Stream. — ^The  foregoing  dealt  with  artificial  dis- 
charges of  water,  such  as  waste  water,  that  did  not  enter  any 
natural  stream.  Where  the  discharge  of  waste  from  a  ditch  or 
other  works  is  into  a  stream  perhaps  another  question  enters. 

Where  the  discharge  into  a  stream  consists  only  of  water  originally 
taken  from  that  stream,  there  can  be  no  question  but  that  the  lower 
stream  claimants  have  a  right  to  its  continuance,  being  simply  a 


Stanford  (1909),  1  Ch.  427;  Wood  v. 
Waud,  3  Ex.  775;  Grould  on  Watera, 
sec.  159;  14  Encj.  of  Laws  of  Eng- 
land, 404. 

But  see  Ranney  v.  St.  Louis  etc.  Co., 
137  Mo.  App.  537,  119  S.  W.  484; 
Greatrex  v.  Hayward  (1853),  8  Ex. 
291,  22  L.  J.  Ex.  137. 

20  Paige  V.  Rocky  Ford  etc.  Ck)., 
83  Cal.  84,  93,  21  Pac.  1102,  23 
Pae.  875   (citing  Gould    on    Waters, 


sec.  159);  Woodbury  v.  Short,  17 
Vt.  386,  44  Am.  Dec.  344;  Shep- 
ardson  v.  Perkins,  58  N.  H.  354; 
Ford  V.  Whitlock,  27  Vt.  265;  Mathe- 
son  y.  Ward,  24  Wash.  407,  86  Am. 
St.  Sep.  955,  64  Pac.  520;  HoUett 
V.  Davis  (1909),  54  Wash.  326,  103 
Pac.  423. 

21  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95 
Pac.  732,  98  Pac  1083,  102  Pac.  728. 


1 61 


Oh.  4.    NATUEAIi  BESOUBCES. 


(3d  ed.)     61 


surplus  of  the  natural  flow,  governed  by  the  ordinary  rules  of 
riparian  rights  (under  the  common  law)  or  of  successive  appro- 
priators  of  natural  streams  under  the  law  of  appropriation.^^  In- 
deed, under  the  common  law  of  riparian  rights,  such  return  to  the 
stream  is  obligatory.^ 

But  there  is  much  difficulty  where  an  artificial  flow  is  discharged 
into  a  stream  from  a  foreign  source,  such  as  the  waste  from  a  ditch 
heading  in  a  different  stream,  or  from  a  seepage  tunnel,  or  from 
neighboring  irrigation,  which  would  not  have  formed  part  of  the 
stream  otherwise;  a  difficulty  arising  chiefly  under  the  law  of 
appropriation  of  streams,  which  system  does  not  in  all  cases  re- 
quire the  water  to  be  returned  to  the  same  stream  from  which  taken, 
and  it  is  frequently  discharged  into  an  entirely  different  drainage. 
The  man  bringing  it  there  without  intent  to  recapture  has  aban- 
doned all  he  allows  to  enter,  and  cannot  reclaim  it  from  the 
stream  ;^*  but  have  claimants  on  the  receiving  stream  any  perma- 
nent right  to  a  continuance  of  the  discharge  into  the  stream  ?  Is  it 
a  part  of  their  natural  source  of  supply  giving  vested  rights  in  a 
supply  from  a  foreign  source,  so  as  to  limit  the  dominion  of  the 
ditch-owner  over  it,  and  so  as  to  constitute  a  permanent  right  to 
have  the  discharge  into  the  stream  from  the  foreign  source  kept 
upf  For  example,  if  mine  water  has  long  drained  into  a  stream 
and  augmented  it,  must  the  mine-owner  forever  continue  draining 
his  mine  that  way,  when  it  is  clear,  as  above,  that  he  would  not  have 
to  continue  it  if  he  had  not  discharged  it  directly  into  the  stream  ?  ^ 

There  are  holdings  that  the  lower  stream  claimants  have  a  right 
to  the  continuance  of  the  artificial  discharge  into  the  stream  from 
a  foreign  source,  as  a  part  of  their  usufructuary  right  in  the  stream 
itself.^ 

Nevertheless,  it  is  said:  ** Water  artificially  added  to  a  natural 
stream  becomes  a  part  of  it,  and  can  be  afterward  appropriated 
only  to  the  same  extent  as  the  stream  itself.     [Referring  to  aban- 


ss  Infra,  see.  302  et  seq.,  sncces- 
■tre  approprlators. 

s  Infra,  see.  755. 

M  Bupra,  sec.  37. 

S5  He  certainly  cannot  pollute  it. 
Humphreys  T.  Co.  v.  Frank,  46  Colo. 
524,  105  Pac.  1093. 

1  Eddy  V.  Simpson,  3  Cal.  249,  58 
Am.  Dee.  408,  15  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
175;  Wood  v.  Wand,  3  Ex.  779; 
Brol^  ▼.  Adam  (1882),  102  lU.  177; 


Tourtellot  t.  Philps,  4  Gray  (Mass.). 
370,  Shaw,  C.  J.;  Washburn  on  Ease- 
ments, star  p.  274,  sec.  33;  Angell 
on  Watercourses,  7th  ed.,  sees.  93,  95, 
p.  99. 

It  should  be  recalled  that  the  duty 
to  continue  the  artificial  discharge 
into  the  stream  is  established  where 
lapse  of  time  has  made  it  amount  in 
effect  to  a  dedication  of  the  artificial 
flow  to  the  public  {supra,  sec.  60). 
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a.  The  running  water  of  natural  streams  is,  as  a  corpus,  the  prop- 
erty of  no  one  (variously  expressed  as  being  in  the  ''negative 
community,"  "common,"  *'publici  juris,**  **the  property  of  the 
public,"  or  "the  property  of  the  State  in  trust  for  the  people"), 
and  is  a  wandering,  changing  thing  without  an  owner,  like  the  fish 
swimming  in  it  or  like  wild  animals,  the  air  in  the  atmosphere,  and 
the  "negative  community"  in  general. 

6.  The  substantial  property  right  recognised  by  the  law  is  the 
usufruct  of  the  stream — the  right  to  the  flow  and  use  of  the  natural 
resource,  or  "water-right"  in  the  natural  supply,  and  this  is  real 
property,  however  obtained.  A  right  of  access  to  the  natural 
resource  is  essential  to  the  enjoyment  of  this  fisufruct. 

c.  Any  specific  portion  of  the  water  severed  from  the  stream  and 
reduced  to  possession  (as  in  a  barrel,  tank,  ditch,  reservoir,  or 
artificial  waterworks  or  structures  generally)  is  private  property 
as  a  corpus  while  so  held  in  possession;  but  the  usufruct  in  the 
natura]  resource,  and  not  the  corpus  of  a  specific  portion  of  water, 
is  of  most  importance ;  and  when  the  portion  that  has  been  reduced 
to  possession  escapes  or  is  abandoned,  it  re-enters  the  "negative 
community,"  and  its  former  owner  may  not  recapture  it  unless 
he  discharged  it  from  his  possession  with  that  intent. 

And  the  following  corollary: 

Upon  artificial  resources  or  flows,  or  waste  water,  priority  gov- 
erns between  rival  claimants  among  themselves,  but  they  are  all, 
as  respects  continuance  of  supply,  subordinate  to  the  owner  of 
the  natural  supply,  with  the  following  exceptions:  (1)  The  owner 
of  the  natural  resource  may  become  bound  to  the  waste  claimants 
or  artificial  flow  claimants  by  dedication  (where  a  community  has 
become  dependent  thereon),  or  by  the  rule  of  compulsory  service 
where  the  supply  is  devoted  to  public  use,  or  by  grant  or  condemna- 
tion (but  not  by  prescription  or  estopjpel,  without  special  facts  and 
circumstances  beyond  receipt  by  the  latter  of  the  benefit  of  the 
waste  or  artificial  flow) ;  (2)  Under  the  usual  Western  law  of  dis- 
tribution of  water  for  irrigation,  consumers  from  ditches,  canals, 
and  similar  works  are  (in  addition  to  the  public  right  to  share  in  a 
public  use  or  service)  accorded  rights  of  part  ownership  in  the 
natural  resources  involved,  by  relation  back  to  the  natural  stream 
through  the  intermediate  agency  of  the  distributing  canaL 

§§  64-65.    (Blank  numbers.)^ 
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§  90.    Same. 
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§1  100-107.     (Blank  numbers.) 


A.    ORIGIN  OF  THE  DOCTRINE  OF  PRIOR  APPROPRIATION  IN  THE 

CUSTOMS  OP  THE  PIONEER  MINERS. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  66.    Acquiflition  of  the  Western  Public  Domain.— The  law  of 

prior  appropriation  of  water  originated  among  the  miners  of 
California  in  the  earliest  days  of  that  State,  whence  it  has  been 
copied  in  all  the  Western  States  and  Territories,  viz.:  Alaska^ 
Arizona,  California,  Colorado,  Idaho,  Kansas,  Montana,  Nebraska, 
Nevada,  New  Mexico,  North  Dakota,  Oklahoma,  Oregon,  South 
Dakota,  Texas,  Utah,  Washington,  and  Wyoming. 

By  1846  the  title  of  the  United  States  was  established  to  the 
country  covering  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  and  portions  of 
Montana  and  Wyoming.^  On  July  4,  1848,  the  Treaty  of  Guada- 
lupe Hidalgo^  with  Mexico  was  proclaimed,  ceding  to  the  United 
States  the  region  now  covered  by  California,  Nevada,  Utah,  and 
part  of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico.  In  1853  the  Gadsden  Purchase 
embraced  part  of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico.'  Consequently,  at  the 
time  this   history   opens,    practically  all  the   region  west  of  the 


1  "There  has  been  some  discussion 
as  to  the  origin  of  our  title  to  what 
^^as  known  as  the  Oregon  country, 
comprising  the  States  of  Oregon, 
Washington  and  Idaho,  and  the  por- 
tions of  Montana  and  Wyoming  west 
of  the  Bocky  Mountains.  The  ques- 
tion was  whether  our  title  was  de- 
rived from  the  Louisiana  Purchase  or 
directly  by  discovery  and  prior  pos- 
session. As  the  result  of  a  discus- 
eion  by  the  General  Land  Office  in 
1898,  the  map  of  the  United  States 


now  issued  by  that  office  states  thai 
the  title  was  established  in  1846. 
The  exact  basis  of  our  claim  has  ap- 
parently never  been  authoritativelv 
decided."  Morris  Bien,  in  192  Nortn 
American  Beview,  388,  for  September, 
1910. 

The  General  Land  Office  became  a 
part  of  the  Department  of  Interior 
March  3,  1849.     Ibid, 

2  9  Stats,  at  Large,  928. 

S  Lindley  on  Mines,  sec.  40. 
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Mississippi  Valley  was  a  vast,  uninhabited,  newly  acquired  Federal 
property, 

(3d  ed.) 

§  87.   California  Before  the  Arrival  of  Pioneers. — California  had 

been,  at  the  be^nning  of  the  century,  a  Spanish  missionary  terri- 
tory. That  part  to  which  the  pioneers  came  was  known  to  the  Mexi- 
cans as  Alta  or  Upper  California^  and  was  regarded  as  only  a  set 
of  colonies  extending  northward  from  the  original  settlements  in 
Baja  or  Lower  California,  the  dedert  peninsula,  which  is  still  Mexi- 
can territory.*  The  colonies  consisted  of  here  and  there  small  set- 
tlements about  the  missions  of  Franciscan  monks  who  had  wandered 
northward  from  the  original  Jesuit  and  Dominican  Missions  of 
Baja  California. 

Under  the  Spanish  rule  that  preceded  the  Mexican  Revolution, 
these  colonies  were  on  the  outskirts  of  civilization,  needing  but  few 
laws,  and  little  regard  being  paid  to  the  strict  letter  of  even  those. 
With  the  revolution  which  severed  Mexico  from  the  Spanish  Crown 
came  disorder  and  disorganization.  The  Missions  were  broken 
up,  the  presidios  ACglected,  and  no  new  system  was  adopted  and 
enforced  in  place  of  the  one  which  had  fallen  into  disuse.  Land 
had  never  been,  previously  to  the  acquisition  of  the  country  by  the 
Americans,  of  much  value.  The  wealth  of  the  colonists  consisted 
princii>ally  in  their  cattle  and  horses,  which  were  sold  for  a  trifling 
sum.  During  the  disorders  which  characterized  the  Mexican 
regime,  land  can  be  said  to  have  had  scarcely  any  value — at  all 
events,  not  a  value  worth  the  trouble  and  expense  of  procuring 
a  perfect  title  under  the  colonization  laws  of  Mexico  and  Spain. 
No  mail  facilities  were  enjoyed — ^long  journeys  had  to  be  made 
to  the  capital  of  the  province,  in  th6  midst  of  civil  disorders  and 
revolution,  in  order  to  procure  a  perfect  title.  Men  could  not 
always,  perhaps  but  seldom,  be  found,  who  were  capable  of  making 
the  necessary  surveys.  This  condition  of  things  led,  in  some  cases 
without  taking  any  steps  to  obtain  a  title,  in  others  after  having 
taken  only  the  incipient  proceedings,  to  the  practice  of  taking  pos- 
session, or  at  least  of  claiming  large  tracts  of  land  which  had  not 
been  surveyed,  and  the  boundaries  of  which  were  undefined  and 
even  unknown.    This  system  continued  until  the  conquest  of  the 

<  See  tbe  Tolome  in  the  American  Commonwealtli  Series,  upon  "California/' 
by  Jomh  Bo  jee. 
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country — ^until  the  discovery  of  gold — ^until  the  Americans  thronged 
into  Northern  California,  a  portion  of  the  country  which  could 
be  said  previously  to  have  contained  scarcely  any  population  ex- 
cept Indians.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  68.  Mexican  Law. — ^The  region  before  the  conquest,  was  un- 
settled and  a  part  of  the  Mexican  public  domain,  just  as,  after  the 
cession,  it  became  part  of  the  public  domain  of  the  United  States. 
The  foundation  of  the  Mexican  civil  law  was,  as  at  common  law, 
the  law  of  riparian  rights;  but  upon  the  public  domain,  where 
there  were  no  riparian  proprietors,  the  Mexican  (Jovemment  held, 
as  it  to  this  day  holds,  a  large  power  of  making  g^^ants  and  con- 
cessions. Little  had  been  done  under  this  power,  however — ^the 
writer  knows  of  no  California  water-rights  traced  back  to  any 
special  private  grant  or  concession  of  waters  from  the  Mexican 
Qovernment.  There  had  been,  in  fact,  no  law  in  force  to  inter- 
fere with  the  California  miners  helping  themselves  to  the  waters 
they  needed;  for  the  region,  as  a  whole,  was  uninhabited. 

A  minor  feature  of  the  public  land  system  of  Mexico  has,  how- 
ever, in  the  case  of  the  city  of  Los  Angeles,  come  down  to  the 
present  day.  Under  the  Mexican  law,  agricultural  settlements 
or  '' pueblos"  located  on  public  land  had  ipso  facto  a  concession 
of  the  waters  on  the  surrounding  public  lands,  so  far  as  necessary 
for  the  general  supply  of  the  settlement.  This  right  in  the  pueblo 
was  superior  to  that  of  any  riparian  proprietors ;  because  any  ripiar- 
ian  proprietors,  perforce,  acquired  private  title  to  public  riparian 
land  subsequent  to  the  establishment  of  the  pueblo,  since  the  pueblos 


6  Preface  hj  Jud^e  Bennett  to  the 
first  volume  of  Oahfornia  Reports. 

"Previous  to  the  occupation  of  the' 
part  of  the  country  known  as  the  Gold 
Region,  by  the  Americans,  no  at- 
tempts were  made  to  settle  there,  as 
it  was  infested  by  wild  Indians." 
Yale  on  Mining  Claims  and  Water 
Rights,  p.  23. 

Concerning  the  ancient  Mexican 
-colonization  in  Baja  California,  the 
writer  of  this  book,  on  a  trip  across 
the  middle  of  the  peninsula  a  few 
years  ago,  learned  of  evidences  of  ir- 
rigation on  a  very  small  scale  in  the 
Ticinity  of  the  Missions,  but  at  the 


present  day  the  peninsula  is  OTemin 
with  a  heavy  growth  of  cactus,  and 
probably  sJways  has  been.  The 
stories  of  the  old  Mexican  and  Span- 
ish irrigation  here  are  much  exag- 
gerated. 

Speaking  of  California  at  the  time, 
it  was  said:  "The  country  was  very 
sparsely  populated  indeed,  except  by 
a  few  families  at  the  various  Mis- 
sions." Memoirs  of  General  W.  T. 
Sherman^  p.  28.  Speaking  of  Baja 
California:  "There  were  few  or  no 
people  in  Lower  California,  which  is 
a  miserable,  wretched,  dried-ap  penin- 
Bula."    Ibid,  p.  3S. 
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colonized  aninhabited  regions.^  The  pueblo  right  prevailed  because 
it  was  acquired  on  public  land  before  there  were  any  riparian 
proprietors.  The  city  of  Los  Angeles  has,  after  much  litigation, 
been  held  to  succeed  to  the  rights  of  the  pueblo,  from  which  it  grew, 
to  a  public  water  supply  from  the  Los  Angeles  River  which  runs 
through  it.  The  extent  of  the  city's  right  of  use  under  this  claim 
is  now  settled  to  include  the  entire  flow  of  the  river,  which  may  be 
used  in  parts  of  the  city  either  within  or  outside  the  original  pueblo 
limits.'' 

This,  however,  was  distinctly  public  land  law;  for  the  basic 
Mexican  law  was  the  law  of  riparian  rights  as  at  common  law. 


•  Lax  ▼.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  10 
Pfte.  674;  Vernon  Irr.  Co.  ▼.  Los 
Angeles,  106  Cal.  237,  39  Pae.  762; 
Los  Angeles  ▼.  Los  Angeles  etc.  Co., 
152  Cal.  645,  93  Pae.  869,  1135.  Af- 
firmed in  217  U.  S.  217,  30  Sup.  Ct. 
452,  54  L.  Ed.  736. 

^  City  of  Los  Angeles  v.  Hunter; 
Same  ▼.  Buffington  (1909),  156  CaL 
603,  105  Par.  755. 

This  pueblo  right  is  set  forth  in 
Loz  ▼.  Haggin:  "B7  analog;/,  and 
in  conformity  with  the  principles  of 
that  decision  [Hart  v.  Burnett,  15 
OsL  530],  we  hold  the  pueblos  had  a 
fpecies  of  property  in  the  flowing 
waters  within  their  limits,  or  a  cer- 
tain right  or  title  in  their  use,  in 
trust,  to  be  distributed  to  the  common 
huidSy  and  the  lands  originaUy  set 
apart  to  the  settlers,  or  subsequently 
granted  by  the  municipal  authorities. 
....  Each  pueblo  was  quasi  a  public 
corporation.  By  the  scheme  of  the 
Mexican  law  it  was  treated  as  an  en- 
tity or  person,  having  a  right  as  such, 
and,  by  reason  of  its  title  to  the  four 
leagues  of  land,  to  the  use  of  the 
waters  of  the  river  on  which  it  was 
situated,  while,  as  a  political  body,  it 
was  vested  with  power,  by  ordinance, 
to  provide  for  a  distribution  of  the 
waters  to  those  for  whose  benefit  the 

right  and  power  were  conferred 

Flom  the  foregoing  it  appears  that 
the  riparian  proprietor  could  not  ap- 
propriate water-  in  such  manner  as 
should  interfere  with  the  common  use 
or  destiny  which  a  pueblo  on  the 
stream  should  have  given  to  the 
waters;  and,  semble,  that  the  pueblos 
had  a  preference  or  prior  right  to  con- 


sume the  waters,  even  as  against  an 
upper  riparian  proprietor."  Lux  v. 
Haggin    69  Cal.  255,  10  Pae.  674. 

By  the  act  of  I80O,  page  155,  it 
was  provided  that  the  city  of  Los 
Angeles  succeeded  "to  all  the  rights, 
claims  and  powers  of  the  Pueblo  de 
Los  Angeles  in  regard  to  property." 

The  pueblo  right  of  Los  Angeles 
was  considered  in  another  case,  Ver- 
non Irr.  Co.  V.  Los  Angeles,  106  Cal. 
237,  39  Pae.  762,  where  it  was  said 
that  the  Mexican  law  regarded  the 
waters  as  public  property  and  held 
for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  and 
by  the  pueblo  (where  there  was  one) 
to  induce  settlement;  also  in  Los 
Angeles  v.  Pomeroy,  124  Cal.  597,  57 
Pae.  585,  to  the  same  effect,  and 
further  holding  that  the  pueblo  right 
of    Los     Angeles     grows     with     the 

frowth  of  the  city.  Los.  Angeles  v. 
omeroy  went  to  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States  under  the  name  o'l 
Hooker  v.  Los  Angeles,  188  U.  S. 
314,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  395,  63  L.  R. 
A.  471,  47  L.  Ed.  487,  where  the 
pueblo  right  was  upheld  against 
riparian  proprietors,  even  those  claim- 
ing land  under  Mexican  grants.  This 
was  afiSrmed  in  Devine  v.  Los  Angeles, 
202  U.  S.  313,  26  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  652, 
50  L.  Ed.  1046,  on  the  ground  that 
the  controversy  involved  no  federal 
question.  Likewise  in  Los  Angeles 
etc.  Co.  V.  Los  Angeles,  217  U.  S.  217, 
30  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  452,  54  L.  Ed.  736 
(1910),  affirming  S.  C,  152  Cal.  645, 
93  Pae.  869,  holding  further  that  the 
rights  of  pueblos  against  riparian 
owners  is  solely  a  question  of  local  law. 
In  Los  Angeles  v.  Hunter,   Same  v. 
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We  liave  considered  this  at  length  in  later  chapters.'  We  refer  to 
it  here' as  showing  that,  because  substantially  the  whole  region  was 
public  domain  of  Mexico,  there  was  no  occasion  even  under  Mexican 
law  to.  apply  the  law  of  riparian  rights,  there  being  no  riparian 
proprietors;  and,  there  being  no  private  riparian  lands  to  which 
to  restrict  the  use  of  water,  no  such  restriction  prevailed.  What 
law  had  been  enforced  at  the  time  the  pioneers  settled  in  Cali- 
fornia centered  chiefly  about  the  pueblos,  of  which  none  existed 
in  the  mining  regions ;  and  hence  if  continued  in  force,  would  have 
put  little  impediment  in  the  way  of  the  miners  helping  themselves 
to  the  waters  they  needed.  Whatever  questions  could  have  arisen 
under  Mexican  law  were  public  land  questions,  just  as  they  became 
when,  in  the  following  years,  they  arose  under  American  sover- 
eignty.* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  68.    Discovery  of  Oold  in  Califomia  in  January,  1848. — 

There  have  been  gold  excitements  since,  but  none  as  great  nor  as 
permanent  in  importance  as  that  following  the  discovery  of  gold 
in  Califomia.  Only  very  old-timers,  schoolboys  then,  are  left  to 
remember  it.  A  military  expedition  had  landed  at  Monterey, 
California,  not  many  months  before  and  was  holding  possession 


Huffington  (1909),  156  Cal.  603,  105 
Pac.  755,  the  matter  was  said  to  be 
fully  at  rest,  that  the  city's  right  ex- 
tended to  the  whole  flow  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Biver,  for  use  either  within 
or  without  the  original  pueblo  limits, 
and  inclu<le<]  the  underground  waters 
of  the  San  Fernando  Valley,  in  which 
the  river  has  its  source  as  in  a  quasi 
subterranean  lake. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  cases 
involving  the  Los  Angeles  pueblo 
right:  Feliz  v.  Los  Angeles,  68  Cal. 
73;  Elms  v.  Los  Angeles,  58  Cal.  80; 
Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  4  Pac. 
919,  10  Pac.  674;  Vernon  Irr.  Co.  ▼. 
Los  Angeles,  106  Cal.  237,  39  Pac. 
762;  Los  Angeles  v.  Pomeroy,  124 
('al.  597,  57  Pac.  585;  Los  Angeles 
V.  Los  Anpolcs  etc.  Co.,  152  Cal.  645, 
93  Pac.  869,  affirmed  in  217  U.  S. 
217,  30  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  452,  54  L.  Ed. 
736;  Hooker  v.  Los  Angeles,  188  IT.  8. 
314,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  395,  47  L.  Ed. 
487,  63  L.  R.  A.  471;  Devine  v.  Los 
Angeles,  202  U.  8.  313,  26  Sup.  Ct. 


Bep.  652,  50  L.  Ed.  1046;  Los  Angeles 
▼.  Hunter,  Same  v.  Buffington  (1909), 
156  Cal.  603,  105  Pac.  755.  See 
Shaw,  J.,  concurring  in  Miller  v.  Bay 
Cities  W.  Co.,  157  Cal.  256,  107  Pac. 
115.  See,  also,  Anaheim  W.  Co.  ▼. 
Fuller,  150  Cal.  327,  88  Pac.  978,  11 
L.  R.  A.,  N.  8.,  1062; 'Fellows  v.  Los 
Angeles,  151  Cal.  52,  90  Pac.  137. 

8  Infray  sees.  685  et  seq.,  1026. 

9  Regarding  Mexican  law,  see  Lux 
V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  4  Pac.  919,  10 
Pac.  674;  Boquillas  etc.  Co.  v.  Curtis, 
11  Ariz.  128,  89  Pac.  504,  S.  C,  213 
U.  S.  339,  29  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  493,  53 
L.  Ed.  822;  Gutierres  v.  Albuquerque 
etc.  Co.,  188  U.  S.  545,  23  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  338,  47  L.  Ed.  588;  De  Boca  v. 
Pueblo,  10  N.  M.  38,  60  Pac  73:.  The 
quotations  from  these  cases  given  in 
the  preceding  editions  of  this  book 
are  here  omitted  because  of  the  fuller 
presentation  of  the  civil  law  hereafter 
given.  Infra,  sees.  685  and  1025  et 
seq. 
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for  the  United  States.  An  American,  John  A.  Sutter,  made  his 
way  inland  and  was  building  a  sawmill  on  the  American  River 
where  it  joins  the  Sacramento,  when  his  partner,  James  W.  Mar- 
shall, found  gold  in  the  scourings  of  the  mill-race.  Sutter  sent 
specimens  to  Monterey  to  get  a  pre-emption  title  to  the  land  from 
the  United  States  military  commander,  as  the  only  representative 
of  the  American  government  in  the  new  region.  Title  was  denied 
from  lack  of  authority.  The  specimens  were  shown  to  the  com- 
mander's adjutant,  W.  T*.  Sherman,  then  a  lieutenant,  who  con- 
firmed the  character  of  the  mineral.  The  discovery  was  made  in 
January,  1848, ,  and  almost  contemporaneously  the  Mexican  War 
came  to  a  close  and  the  region  was  ceded  by  Mexico  to  the  United 
States  by  the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  proclaimed  July  4, 
1848}^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  70.  Immigration  upon  the  Discovery  of  Oold. — General  Sher- 
man says  in  his  writings  that  he  thought  little  of  it  at  the  time, 
but  when  many  years  had  passed  he  wrote,  ''That  gold  was  the  first 
discovered  in  the  Sierra  Nevadas,  which  soon  revolutiouized  the 
whole  country  and  actually  moved  the  whole  civilized  world." 

As  the  spring  and  summer  of  1848  advanced,  reports  came  faster 
and  faster  from  Sutter's  sawmill  of  fabulous  discoveries,  and 
spread  throughout  the  land.  Everybody  was  talking  of  gold, 
until  it  assumed  the  character  of  a  fever.  Soldiers  began  to  de- 
sert; citizens  were  fitting  out  trains  of  wagons  and  pack-mules 
to  go  to  the  mines  where  men  earned  fifty,  five  hundred,  and  thou- 
sands of  dollars  per  day ;  and  for  a  time  it  seemed  as  though  some- 
body would  reach  solid  gold.  Some  of  this  gold  began  to  come  to 
Terba  Buena  in  trade,  and  to  disturb  the  value  of  merchandise, 
particularly  of  mules,  horses,  tin  pans,  and  articles  used  in  mining. 
Before  another  year  had  passed,  the  stream  of  gold-seekers  at- 
tracted by  the  discovery  filled  the  mountains  with  a  hundred  thou- 
sand people,  and  still  %icreased.  Crowded  steamers  began  to 
round  the  Horn,"  and  later  brought  people  who  crossed  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama.  Emigrant  trains  of  families  who  could  not 
pay  steamer  passage  crossed  the  plains  in  wagons,  braving  starva- 

M  9  Stats,  at  Large,  92a.  ii  The  first  aniTed   February  28, 

1849. 


72     (3d  ed.)     Pt.  IL    CALIFOBNIA  -  COLORADO  DOCTBINES.  §  71 

tion,  Indians,  and  the  elements.    The  rush  to  Cripple  Creek,  Klon- 
dike, Tonopah  and  Goldfield  all  together  did  not  approach  it 

There  were,  during  the  first  year,  no  government,  no  law,  nor 
any  private  landowners.  The  region  was  a  vacant  wilderness. 
The  American  military  officers  on  February  12,  1848,  declared  the 
Mexican  law  abrogated;  but  otherwise  the  small  military  force 
was  inadequate  and  inactive.  Colonel  Mason,  in  command,  had 
simply  said,  in  general  conversation,  **This  is  public  land  and  the 
gold  is  the  property  of  the  United  States;  all  of  you  here  are 
trespassers,  but  as  the  Qovemment  is  benefited  by  your  getting 
out  the  gold,  I  do  not  intend  to  interfere." 

(3d  ed.) 

§  71.  The  OuBtonur  of  the  Pioneer  Miners. — The  miners  ac- 
cordingly, from  lack  of  other  means  of  keeping  order,  held  mass 
meetings  in  each  locality  and  adopted  district  organizations  by 
which  they  agreed*  to  be  governed.  The  regulations  were  numer- 
ous, as  each  mining  district  had  its  own  laws,  but  frequently  one 
set  of  laws  was  adopted  for  the  whole  county.^  The  essentials 
of  these  regulations  were  everywhere  similar.  Mass  meetings 
were  held,  officers  appointed,  including  sheriffs  and  recorders, 
and  names  adopted,  '^  sensible,  poetical,  and  ridiculous,  the  last 
predominating."  Localities  had  such  names  as  Henry's  Dig- 
gings, Slag  Gulch,  Indian  Diggings,  twiddle  Town  and  Whisky 
Hill,  the  last  supposed  to  be  at  or  near  the  place  pictured  by 
Bret  Harte  in  '*The  Luck  of  Roaring  Camp*';  yet  as  a  whole, 
the  population  was  of  young  men  of  good  character,  just  enter- 
ing the  world  to  seek  fortune. 

The  rules  covered  a  wide  field  of  law,  but  were  devoted  spe- 
cially to  property  rights.  Their  fundamental  principle  held  the 
natural  resources  free  to  all,  the  first  possessor  being  protected; 
the  rule  ** first  come  first  served"  was  applied  by  common  ac- 
ceptance. The  right  to  mine,  first  of  all  in  importance,  was  pro- 
tected in  the  first  possessor  of  the  mining  ground,  and  that  has 
grown  into  the  system  of  mining  law  which  we  have  to-day.    AH 

13  There  were  about  Ave  hundred  each  in  Arizona,  Idaho  and  Oregon, 
districts  in  California  about  1860,  following  in  the  steps  of  California, 
two  hundred  in  Nevada,  one  hundred 
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rights  were  declared  upon  the  basis  of  priority  of  discovery,  loca- 
tion and  appropriation.^' 

These  customs,  it  should  be  repeated,  grew  up  among  the  miners 
upon  the  public  domain,  and  were  not  rules  that  the  lawyers 
originated  among  themselves.  Lawyers  in  large  numbers,  where  the 
camps  would  admit  them,  came,  as  they  still  come,  to  new  min- 
ing camps,  and  some  of  the  most  prominent  names  in  the  history 
of  the  State  are  of  lawyers  who  started  practice  in  the  pioneer 
mining  camps.  But  the  rough-and-ready  spirit  of  mining  camps 
carries  them  along  with  it.  The  lack  of  facilities  for  reference 
and  study  forces  them  to  depend  on  their  own  argument  adapted 
to  their  surroundings  more  than  upon  precedent. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  72.  The  Customs  Approved  by  the  Legislature.— Free  min- 
ing, free  soil  and  free  water,  under  self-government,  thus  sprang 
up  over  night,  in  which  Congress  had  no  part,  although  the  region 
was  now  American  soil,  and  Federal  property.  **I  apprehended, 
if  these  territories  were  left  without  a  government  for  another 
year,  and  especially  California,  they  might  be  lost  to  the  Union," 
said  President  Polk  in  December,  1848.  He  added  that  **in  the 
course  of  the  next  year  a  large  population  would  be  attracted 
to  California  by  its  mineral  wealth  and  other  advantages;  that 
among  the  emigrants  would  be  men  of  enterprise  and  adventure, 
men  of  talents  and  capital;  and  that  finding  themselves  without 
a  government  or  the  protection  of  law,  they  would  probably  or- 
ganize an  independent  government,  calling  it  California  or  Pacific 
Republic,  and  might  endeavor  to  induce  Oregon  to  join  them."^* 

The  situation  was  met  by  the  hurried'  admission  of  the  State 
into  the  Union.  Under  the  lead  of  the  military  officers,  a  loyal 
State  organization  was  effected  and  California  was  admitted  in 
September,  1850,  without  having  had  preliminary  status  or  gov- 
ernmental organization  as  a  territory.  The  Act  of  Admission 
contained  the  usual  clause  that  the  State  shall  never  interfere 
with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  public  domain,  but  the  new  State 
lost  no  time  in  giving  its  full  approval  to  this  universal  occupa- 

11  Coneeming  the  customs  of  miners  Bights,  ee.   YII,  YIII ;    Lindley  on 

tnd  origin  of  the  law  of  appropria-  Mines,  sec.  40   et  seq. 

tiou  of  water,  see  an  interesting  arti-  ^*  Diary  of  James  K.  Polk,  pnb- 

ele  in  1  Miehigan  Law  Beview,  91.  lished    bj    A.    C.    McClurg    A    Co., 

8m,  also,  Yale  on  Mining  and  Water  Chicago. 
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tion  of  the  public  lands.  In  1851,  at  the  instan<;e  of  Stephen 
Field,  then  a  young  member  from  Yuba  County  (and  later  Chief 
Justice  of  California  and  Justice  of  the  United  States  supreme 
court),  the  first  California  legislature  passed  the  following  stat- 
ute :^'^  "In  actions  respecting  mining  claims,  proof  shall  be  ad- 
mitted of  the  customs,  usages  or  regulations  established  and  in 
force  at  the  bar,  or  diggings  embracing  such  claim;  and  such 
customs,  usages  or  regulations,  when  not  in  conflict  with  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  of  this  State,  shall  govern  the  decision  of  the  ac- 
tion. "^*  In  this  way,  by  customs  established  by  themselves,  and 
with  the  sanction  of  the  State  legislature  when  organized,  the 
pioneers  appropriated  to  themselves  the  mines  and  forests  and 
waters  and  other  things  of  the  region. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  73.  Water  Customs  as  Part  of  the  Mininjf  Customs.— For,  as 
the  use  of  large  quantities  of  water  became  (after  the  advent,  in 
the  second  or  third  year,  of  ''sluicing"  and  similar  methods) 
essential  to  mining  operations,  it  became  one  of  the  mining  cus- 
toms or  regulations  that  the  right  to  a  definite  quantity  of  water, 
and  to  divert  it  from  streams  or  lakes,  could  be  acquired  by  prior 
appropriation.  Historically,  the  law  of  appropriation  of  water  is 
merely  a  branch  of  mining  law.  It  was  only  an  extension  of 
the  same  rule  as  that  by  which  possession  of  mining  claims  was 
recognized." 


15  Civil  Practice  Act  of  April  29, 
1851,  sec.  621,  now  sec.  748  of  the 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure  (with  slight 
verbal  changes). 

16  This  statute  was  early  copied  in 
almost  all  the  other  Western  States; 
e.  g.,  Idaho:  Riborado  v.  Quang  Pang 
etc.  Co.,  2  Idaho,  136  (144),  6  Pac. 
125;  Nevada:  Stats.  1861,  p.  21,  sec 
77;  Mallett  v.  Uncle  Sam  Min.  Co., 
1  Nev.  188,  90  Am.  Dec.  484,  1  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  17.  Utah:  Bev.  Stats. 
1898,  sec.  3521. 

17  See  statement  hj  reporter  in 
Titcomb  v.  Kirk,  51  Cal.  289,  5  Morr. 
Min.  Eep.  10. 

The  following  is  from  an  old  diary 
of  one  of  the  pioneer  miners  recently 

?ubliBhed.  Under  date  of  October  19, 
850,  this  diary  says:  "We  got  the 
ditch  ^repaired  and  the  water  turned 
on  th*e  flat  by  Thursday  and  have 
been  running  off  the  top  dirt.    It's 


amazing  the  amount  we  move  and  it 
astonishes  our  neighbors.  A  lot  of 
them  are  looking  out  for  sidehill 
diggings  below  us  and  will  try  the 
same  process.  Anderson  says  it  will 
be  a  good  idea  to  extend  our  ditch 
and  sell  water  to  the  miners  who 
might  want  to  use  it,  but  I  don't 
see  what  right  we  have  got  to  it  more 
than  anybody  else.  Anyway  he  has 
put  a  notice  at  the  head  of  the  ditch 
claiming  all  the  water  it  will  hold, 
and  as  there  is  no  law  in  the  case  he 
says  he  will  make  a  law  out  of  the 
precedent."  Diary  of  a  Forty -Niner, 
edited  by  Chauncey  L.  Canfield,  who 
says  in  a  note,  "The  first  claim  to 
water-rights  on  record  in  Nevada 
County."  This  passage  is  interesting, 
though  possibly  not  authentic.  The 
countv  records  were  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1856. 
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The  fact  probably  is  that,  since  water  customs  did  not  arise 
until  the  second  or  third  year  (the  first  year  being  the  stage  of 
pan  and  shovel,  rocker  and  "long  torn,"  not  requiring  diversion), 
the  statute  below  quoted  adopting  the  general  common  law  was 
already  in  existence.*®  No  special  importance  attaches  to  these 
relative  dates,  however;  no  point  has  ever  been  made  of  them, 
for  reasons  hereafter  appearing. 


B.  DEVELOPMENT  OP  THE  CUSTOMS  INTO  LOCAL  LAW. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  74.  The  Questions  Presented  to  the  Courts.— When  the 
State  courts  were  organized  and  received  the  questions  growing 
out  of  these  conditions  (the  first  case  did  not  reach  the  supreme 
court  until  1853),  the  necessity  was  thrown  upon  the  court  of 
giving  legitimacy  in  some  way  to  these  things  that  had  tran- 
spired among  the  miners  and  were  so  firmly  established  through. 
out  the  population  then  existing  in  the  State. 

There  was  an  immediate  conflict  of  contentions.  This  conflict 
existed  along  two  distinct  grounds  in  the  water  cases.  One  was 
of  the  relation  of  these  new  rules  to  the  common  law,  which  had 
been  adopted  by  the  statute  of  April  13,  1850,  as  follows:  *'The 
common  law  of  England,  so  far  as  it  is  not  repugnant  to  or  in- 
consistent with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  the  con- 
stitution or  laws  of  this  State,  is  the  rule  of  decision  in  all  the 
courts  of  this  State.  "^®    The  other  was  of  the  relation  of  the 


18  That  statute  was  passed  in  April, 
1850,  ratified  on  the  admission  of  the 
State  in  September,  1850,  while  the 
first  water  ditch  was  probably  not 
built  nntil  the  end  of  that  year.  In 
the  first  ten  volumes  of  the  California 
Beports,  the  following  are  the  dates 
of  tlie  early  ditches  involved  in  the 


Fail  of  1850:  Kidd  v.  Laird,  15  Cal. 
163,  70  Am.  Dec.  472,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Eep.  571;  Nevada  W.  Co.  v.  Powell, 
34  Cal.  109,  91  Am.  Dee.  685,  4  Morr. 
llin.  Bep.  253.  See  the  date  of  the 
diteh  given  in  the  diary  just  above 
qaoted. 

1851 :  McDonald  v.  Bear  B.  Co.,  13 
Cal.  226,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  626; 
Maerifl  v.  Bicknell,  7  Cal.  261,  68  Am. 
D«.  257,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  601; 
^\^:itc  V.  Todd's  Valley  Co.,  8  Cal. 
44;^;  Ortman  T.  Dixon,  13  CaL  37. 


185S:  Kelley  v.  Natoma  W.  Co.,  6 
Cal.  105,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  592; 
Crandall  v.  Woods,  8  Cal.  137,  1  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  604;  Parke  v.  Kilham,  8 
Cal.  78,  68  Am.  Dec.  310,  4  Morr. 
Min.  Bep.  522;  Humphreys  v.  McCall, 
9  Cal.  59,  70  Am.  Dec.  621;  Moke- 
lumne  HiU  Co.  v.  Woodbury,  10  Cal. 
185. 

1853:  3  cases. 

The  first  attempt  at  quartz  mining 
was  not  until  1852  (Whitney^s  Geology 
of  California,  p.  224).  The  first 
hydraulic  mining  was  not  tried  until 
1853  (Browne's  Mineral  Besources  of 
California,  p.  116). 

i»  Stats.  1850,  p.  219;  now  Political 
Code,  sec.  4468. 

This  adoption  of  the  common  law 
was  by  the  constitutional  convention 
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appropriators  to  the  United  States  government,  the  landowner  of 
the  region  which  the  pioneers  were  appropriating  to  themselves 
without  Federal  authorization;  for  the  act  admitting  California 
into  the  Union  had  contained  the  usual  clause  that  the  State  shall 
never  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  public  domain 
within  its  limits.  The  first  was  a  question  of  local  law;  the 
second,  a  question  of  Federal  public  land  law. 

Side  by  side  these  questions  have  ever  since  run  through  the 
history  of  the  law  of  waters  in  the  West,  at  different  periods 
the  one  and  then  the  other  assuming  the  more  importance.  In 
the  beginning,  of  which  we  are  now  writing,  it  was  the  second, 
the  relation  to  the  United  States,  which  loomed  largest.  The 
other  question,  of  the  relation  to  the  common  law,  was  never 
serious  then,  being  soon  disposed  of  by  merging  it  into  the  second 
question,  as  we  shall  quickly  see. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  75.  The  Customs  and  fhe  Oommon  Law. — ^The  water  cus- 
toms, based  upon  exclusive  rights  by  priority  of  appropriation, 
were  opposed  to  the  common-law  system  of  riparian  rights.*^ 
They  did  not  follow  the  rules  of  riparian  rights  because,  in  the 
first  place,  the  miners,  left  so  largely  to  themselves,  did  not  know 
those  rules.  The  miners  were  of  all  nationalities,  from  places 
where  many  different  systems  of  law  prevailed,  and  went  into  a 
wilderness  where  the  law  was  not  represented.  Important  also 
was  the  necessity  of  carrying  the  water  far  from  streams,  and 
muddying  it  with  mining  debris.  But  the  main  reason  was  that 
the  law  of  riparian  rights  is  a  system  for  settled  regions  of  private 
landowners,  while  there  was  here  a  new  and  uninhabited  region 
in  which  no  private  landowners  existed.  Instead  of  finding  the 
streams  inclosed  by  private  land  preventing  access  to  them,  all 
was  public  land,  as  free  and  open  as  the  air. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  76.  The  Onstoms  and  the  Oourt. — ^As  early  as  the  third 
volume  of  the  California  Reports  the  matter  was  before  the  su- 
preme court,  but  the  court  was  not  yet  ready  to  declare  this 

before  the  State's  admission  into  the      schedule  of  the  constitution  continued 
Union,    which    did    not    occur    until      all  existing  statutes  in  force* 
September   ot   the   same  year.    The         20  Infra,  see.  666  et  se^ 
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custom  concerning  the  use  of  waters  lawful.'^  The  trial  judge 
did  adopt  it  as  the  basis  of  his  charge.  But  the  supreme  court 
said:  ''The  rule  laid  down  by  the  court  below,  while  it  is  a  de- 
parture from  all  the  rules  governing  this  description  of  property, 
would  be  impracticable  in  its  application,  and  we  think  it  much 
safer  to  adhere  to  known  principles  and  well-settled  law,  so  far 
as  they  can  be  made  applicable  to  the  novel  questions  growing 
out  of  the  peculiar  enterprises  in  which  many  of  the  people  of 
this  State  are  embarked."  This  case  of  Eddy  v.  Simpson  is  in- 
teresting as  nevertheless  foreshadowing  the  doctrine  which  after- 
ward became  the  rule  of  the  court,  that  prior  possession  of  water 
on  public  l^nd  gives  the  exclusive  right  to  its  use ;  and  as  showing 
the  difficulties  the  court  met  in  adjusting  itself  to  the  new  condi- 
tions arising  out  of  the  occupation  by  the  pioneers  of  the  great, 
open,  public  domain.'^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  77.  Lrwin  ▼.  Phillips. — ^The  next  case  before  the  California 
court  succeeded  in  having  the  principle  of  exclusive  right  by  prior 
appropriation  of  water  on  the  public  lands  fully  recognized  and 
accepted.  This  case,  Irwin  v.  Phillips,  5  Cal.  140,^*  decided  in 
1855,  is  always  cited  as  the  original  precedent  estabSshing  the 
role  of  appropriation.  The  case  was  between  a  canal  owner  who 
had  diverted  water  from  the  public  land,  and  a  miner  who  had 
later  located  on  public  land  from  which  the  stream  had  been 
diverted.  The  opinion  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  given  in 
full."     The  court  said  (per  Heydenfeldt,  J.):^ 

"The  several  assignments  of  error  will  not  be  separately  con- 
sidered, because  the  whole  merits  of  the  case  depend  really  on  a 
single  Qirestion,  and  upon  that  question  the  case  must  be  decided. 


21  Eddy  y.  Simpson,  3  Cal.  249,  58 
Am.  Dec.  408,  15  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  175. 

8  The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the 
conrt  eatised  the  court  later  in  a  case 
inTolying  the  diversion  of  water  to  re- 
mark in  Bear  Biver  Water  Co.  v.  New 
York  Min.  Co.,  8  Cal.  327,  at  333,  68 
Am.  Dee.  325,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  526: 
''The  business  of  gold  mining  was  not 
only  new  to  our  people,  and  the  cases 
arising  from  it  new  to  our  courts,  and 
without  judicial  or  legislative  prece- 
dent, either  in  our  own  eountry  or  in 
that  from  which  we  have  borrowed 
inu  jurisprudence;  but  there  are  in- 


trinsic difficulties  in  the  subject  itself 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  settle 
satisfactorily,  even  by  the  application 
to  them  of  the  abstract  principles  of 
justice.  Yet  we  are  compelled  to  de- 
cide these  cases,  because  they  must  be 
settled  in  some  way,  whether  we  can 
say  after  it  is  done  that  we  have  given 
a  just  decision  or  not." 

23  63  Am.  Dec.  113,  15  Morr.  Min. 
Eep.  178. 

24  The  italics  are  ours. 

25  Murray,  C.  J.,  concurred,  though 
he  dissented  in  Conger  y.  Weaver, 
infrc^  sec.  89. 
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The  proposition  to  be  settled  is  whether  the  owner  of  a  canal  in 
the  mineral  region  of  this  State,  constructed  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  water  to  miners,  has  the  right  to  divert  the  water  of  a 
stream  from  its  natural  channel,  as  against  the  claims  of  those  who, 
subsequent  to  the  diversion,  take  up  lands  along  the  banks  of  the 
stream  for  the  purpose  of  mining.  It  must  be  premised  that  it 
is  admitted  on  all  sides  that  the  mining  claim^s  in  controversy,  and 
the  lands  through  which  the  stream  runs  and  through  which  the 
canal  passes,  are  a  part  of  the  public  dommn,  to  which  there  is 
no  claim  of  private  proprietorship;  and  that  the  miners  have  the 
right  to  dig  for  gold  on  the  public  lands  was  settled  by  this  court 
in  the  case  of  Hicks  et  al.  v.  Bell  et  al.,  3  Cal.  219.^ 

''It  is  insisted  by  the  appellants  that  in  this  case  the  common- 
law  doctrine  must  be  invoked,  which  prescribes  that  a  watercourse 
must  be  allowed  to  flow  in  its  natural  channel.  But  upon  an 
examination  of  the  authorities  which  support  that  doctrine,  it  will 
be  found  to  rest  upon  the  fact  of  the  individual  rights  of  landed 
proprietors  upon  the  stream,  the  principle  being  both  at  the  civil 
and  common  law  that  the  owner  of  lands  on  the  banks  of  a  water- 
course owns  to  the  middle  of  the  stream,  and  has  the  right  in 
virtue  of  Jiis  proprietorship  to  the  use  of  the  water  in  its  pure 
and  natural  condition.  In  this  case  the  lands  are  the  property 
either  of  the  State  or  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  not  necessary 
to  decide  to  which  they  belong  for  the  purposes  of  this  case.  It 
is  certain  that  at  the  common  law  the  diversion  of  watercourses 
could  only  be  complained  of  by  riparian  owners,  who  were  deprived 
of  the  use,  or  those  claiming  directly  under  them.^  Can  the  ap- 
pellants assert  their  present  claim  as  tenants  at  will?  To  solve 
this  question  it  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  their  tenancy  is  of  their 
creation,  their  tenements  of  their  own  selection,  and  subsequent, 
in  point  of  time,  to  the  diversion  of  the  stream.  They  had  the 
right  to  mine  where  they  pleased  throughout  an  extensive  region, 
and  they  selected  the  bank  of  a  stream  from  which  the  water  had 
been  already  turned,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  mines  at 
another  point. 

**  Courts  are  bound  to  take  notice  of  the  political  and  social  con- 
dition of  the  country  which  they  judicially  rule.    In  this  State 

20  Note  the  way  this  is  put.     The  the   land   being   public   land,   neither 

court  says  it,  itself,  settled  the  right  litigant  was  a  landowner,  and  hence 

to  mine  on  public  land.     And  that  is  neither    could  claim  to  be  a  riparian 

just  what  happened,  as  time  went  on.  proprietor,  not  owning  the  soil. 

^7  The  court  here  has  in  mind  that. 
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the  larger  part  of  the  territory  consists  of  mineral  lands,  nearly 
the  whole  of  which  are  the  property  of  the  public.  No  right  or 
intent  of  disposition  of  these  lands  has  been  shown  either  by  the 
United  States  or  the  State  governments,  and  with  the  exception 
of  certain  State  regulations,  very  limited  in  their  character,  a  sys- 
tem has  been  permitted  to  grow  up  by  the  voluntary  action  and 
assent  of  the  population,  whose  free  and  unrestrained  occupation 
of  the  mineral  region  has  been  tacitly  assented  to  by  the  one  gov- 
ernment, and  heartily  encouraged  by  the  expressed  legislative 
policy  of  the  other.  If  there  are,  as  must  be  admitted,  many 
things  connected  with  this  •S3rstem,  which  are  crude  and  undigested, 
and  subject  to  fluctuation  and  dispute,  there  are  still  some  which 
a  universal  sense  of  necessity  and  propriety  have  so  firmly  fixed 
as  that  they  have  come  to  he  looked  upon  as  having  the  force  and 
effect  of  res  judicata.  Among  these  the  most  important  are  the 
rights  of  miners  to  be  protected  in  the  possession  of  their  selected 
localities,  and  the  rights  of  those  who,  by  prior  appropriation, 
have  taken  the  waters  from  their  natural  beds,  and  by  costly  arti- 
ficial works  have  conducted  them  for  miles  over  mountains  and 
ravines,  to  supply  the  necessities  of  gold  diggers,  and  without 
which  the  most  important  interests  of  the  mineral  region  would 
remain  without  development.  So  fully  recognized  have  become 
those  rights,  that,  without  any  specific  legislation  conferring  or 
confirming  them,  they  are  alluded  to  and  spoken  of  in  various  acts 
of  the  legislature  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  were  rights  which 
had  been  vested  by  the  most  distinct  expression  of  the  will  of  the 
lawmakers;  as,  for  instance,  in  the  Revenue  Act  'canals  and  water- 
races'  are  declared  to  be  property  subject  to  taxation,  and  this 
when  there  was  none  other  in  the  State  than  such  as  were  devoted 
to  the  use  of  mining.  Section  2  of  article  9  of  the  same  act,  pro- 
viding for  the  assessment  of  the  property  of  companies  and  asso- 
ciations, among  others  mentions  'dam  or  dams,  canal  or  canals,  or 
other  works  for  mining  purposes.'  This  simply  goes  to  prove  what 
is  the  purpose  of  the  argument,  that  however  much  the  policy  of 
the  State,  as  indicated  by  her  legislation,  has  conferred  the  priv- 
ilege to  work  the  mines,  it  has  equally  conferred  the  right  to  divert 
tke  streams  from  their  natural  channels,^  and  as  these  two  rights 
stand  upon  an  equal  footing,  when  they  conflict,  they  must  be 

2S  Bear  in  mind  that  it  is  of  strearas      is  speaking;  it  started  with  that  as  a 
M  ike  publie  donuiin  that  the  court      premise. 
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decided  by  the  fact  of  priority,  upon  the  maxim  of  equity,  *Qui 
prior  est  in  tempore,  potior  est  in  jure.*  The  miner  who  selects 
a  piece  of  ground  to  work,  must  take  it  as  he  finds  it,  subject  to 
prior  rights,  which  have  an  equal  equity,  on  account  of  an  equal 
recognition  from  the  sovereign  power.  If  it  is  upon  a  stream,  the 
waters  of  which  have  not  been  taken  from  their  bed,  they  cannot 
be  taken  to  his  prejudice ;  but  if  they  have  been  already  diverted, 
and  for  as  high  and  legitimate  a  purpose  as  the  one  he  seeks  to 
accomplish,  he  has  no  right  to  complain,  no  right  to  interfere 
with  the  prior  occupation  of  his  neighbor,  and  must  abide  the  dis- 
advantages of  his  own  selection. 

''It  follows  from  this  opinion  that  the  judgment  of  the  court 
below  was  substantially  correct,  upon  the  merits  of  the  case  pre- 
sented by  the  evidence,  and  it  is  therefore  affirmed." 

(3d  ed.) 

§  78.  Prior  Rights  by  Appropriation  Upheld  by  fhe  Oourts. — 
This  is  the  pioneer  Western  decision  recognizing  the  doctrine. 
The  rule  of  prior  appropriation  of  water  on  public  land  was  thus 
established  independently  of  legislation.  The  act  of  April,  1850, 
had  adopted  the  common  law  as  a  general  rule  of  decision  in  the 
State,  and  the  act  of  1851  had  adopted  the  customs  of  miners 
where  not  in  conflict  with  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  an  act  (men- 
tioned in  the  opinion)  had  taxed  ditches  and  canals;  but  closer 
than  this  there  was  nothing.  Nor  were  the  courts  aided  by  direct 
legislation  until  the  act  of  the  Federal  Congress  of  1866. 

The  case  treated  together  both  the  questions  to  which  we  have 
referred;  that  is,  the  question  of  local  law  involving  riparian 
rights,  and  the  question  of  Federal  public  land  law.  The  common 
law  was  held  inapplicable,  not  because  "unsuited  to  public  wel- 
fare,"  but  because  there  was  no  private  land  on  the  stream. 
Adopting  the  argument  of  counsel  (afterward  judge  of  the  supreme 
court),  Baldwin,  the  court  expressly  excluded  riparian  rights  from 
a  consideration  of  the  case  because  it  was  all  vacant  public  land. 
The  intention  was,  said  a  contemporary  writer,^  to  provide  an 
entirely  new  system  wherever  the  mining  customs  prevailed  (which 
customs  prevailed  on  what  was  then  all  public  domain).  But  at 
the  same  time  it  must  be  carefully  noted  that  it  was  premised  in 
the  case  as  '^  admitted  on  all  sides  that  the  lands  through  which 

1  Yale  on  Mining  Claims  and  Water  BightB|  p.  161. 
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the  stream  mns  are  a  part  of  the  public  domain,  to  which  there 
is  no  claim  of  private  proprietorship,"  and  ''if  it  is  upon  a  stream 
the  waters  of  which  have  not  been  taken  from  their  bed,  they 
cannot  be  taken  to  his  [meaning  the  private  landowner's]  preju- 
dice," which  exception  has  since  overshadowed  the  rest,  in  Cali- 
fornia. 

The  case  having  thus  held  riparian  rights  not  involved  because 
there  was  no  private,  but  only  public,  land  on  the  stream,  then 
went  on  to  hold  for  the  public  land  that  both  the  United  States 
and  State,  whichever  may  be  the  owner,  had  permitted  ''free  and 
unrestrained  occupation  of  the  mineral  region/'  so  as  to  give 
the  customs  the  force  of  ''res  judicaia"  and  thereby  ''conferred 
the  right  to  divert  the  streams"  ;  and  thus  the  court  merged  the 
whole  matter  into  a  question  of  public  land  law.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  79.  lindeavors  to  Follow  and  not  Disregard  fhe  Common 
Law. — Although  the  question  of  Federal  public  land  law  became 
controlling,  there  was  also  difficulty  in  the  position  taken  as  a 
question  of  local  State  law. 

The  court  was  in  some  quarters  accused  of  judicial  legislation 
because  the  legislature  had  adopted  the  common  law  as  the  gen- 
eral rule  of  decision  by  the  statute  already  quoted.  Chief  Justice 
Murray  had  first  opposed  the  recognition  of  the  doctrine  of  ap- 
propriation at  all,  dissenting  in  Conger  v.  Weaver;*  and  when 
overruled  by  the  rest  of  the  court,  acquiesced  only  on  the  ground 
(now  the  basis  of  the  "Colorado  doctrine"*)  that  the  statute 
had  not  adopted  the  common  law  because  unsuited  to  conditions." 


2  A  very  eoncifie  stalement  of  the 
situation  under  which  Irwin  ▼.  Phil- 
li]>9  was  decided  is  given  in  the  recent 
case  of  Meng  v.  Coffey,  67  Neb.  500, 
108  Am.  St.  Bep.  697,  93  N.  W.  713, 
60  L.  R.  A.  910,  saying  that  govern- 
ment and  law  were  not  yet  established, 
there  was  no  agricultural  population, 
and  were  no  riparian  owners,  and 
streams  could  be  put  to  no  use  ex- 
cept for  mining.  "It  was  a  crude 
attempt  to  preserve  order  and  the  gen- 
eral peace,  and  to  settle  customary 
rights  among  a  body  of  men  subject 
to  no  law,  under  which  so  many  and 
80  valuable  rights  arose  that  when  the 
law  fftepped  in  it  was  obliged  to 
Wat«r  Bights— • 


recognize  them.  In  this  way  the  rule 
of  appropriation  beca-^e  established 
in  the  Pacific  States,'  in  opposition  to 
the  common  law,  with  reference  to 
streams  or  bodies  of  water  which 
wholly  ran  through  or  were  situated 
upon  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States," 

8  6  Gal.  548,  65  Am.  Dec.  528,  1 
Morr.  Min.  Bep.  594. 

4  Infra,  sec.  167. 

5  Hoffman  v.  Stone,  7  Cal.  47,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Bep.  520;  Crandall  v. 
Woods,  8  Cal.  136,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
604.  See,  also.  Hill  v.  King,  8  Cal. 
338,  4  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  633. 
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His  opinions  were,  however,  the  only  ones  at  that  time  taking  that 
ground,  and  it  was  regarded  by  some  as  an  admission  by  the  chief 
justice  that  the  court  had  simply  entered  into  judicial  legislation.^ 

Such  criticism,  whether  now  appearing  sound  or  not,  at  that 
day,  when  the  matter  was  all  new  and  untried,  induced  in  some 
of  the  judges  a  desire  to  reconcile  their  decisions  to  the  common 
law,  and  not  to  acknowledge  a  departure  from  it.  For  example, 
in  Conger  v.  Weaver  the  court  said:  **In  the  decisions  we  have 
heretofore  made  upon  the  subject  of  private  rights  in  the  public 
domain,  we  have  applied  simply  the  rules  of  the  common  law.  We 
have  found  that  its  principles  have  abundantly  sufficed  for  the  de- 
termination of  all  disputes  which  have  come  before  us,  and  we 
claim  that  we  have  neither  modified  its  rules,  nor  have  we  attempted 
to  legislate  upon  any  pretended  ground  of  their  insufficiency." 

The  first  explanation  to  this  effect  rested  upon  the  merger  that 
had  been  made  with  the  question  of  the  government  title.  Conger 
V.  Weaver,  below  quoted,^  said  it  had  applied  simply  the  common- 
law  rule  in  respect  to  presumption  of  title  of  mere  possessors  on 
a  third  person's  (the  government's)  land,  or  water,  one  against 
the  other,®  and,  at  the  same  time,  against  the  government  itself 
as  landowner,  estoppel  by  conduct,  and  grant  of  right  conclusively 
presumed  upon  equitable  grounds  to  bind  the  United  States,-  being 
matters  with  which  we  shall  find  the  subsequent  history  having 
much  to  do;  here  mentioned  only  because  they  were  then  said 
to  be  applications  of  the  common  law.®  (It  may  be  that,  applied 
to  ordinary  private  landowners,  such  arguments  would  not  have 
disturbed  the  common  law ;  but  the  United  States  was  not  an  ordi- 
nary landowner,  but  a  very  extraordinary  one,  owning  the  whole 
State ;  and  when  applied  to  such  a  case,  a  new  law  between  the  citi- 


0  Li  Yale  on  Mining  Claims  and 
Water  Bights,  page  129,  the  learned 
author  says:  "The  complaint  of  the 
supreme  court  was,  in  the  opinion  of 
some  of  its  members,  that  they  were 
compelled  to  take  the  place  of  the 
legislature  in  framing  rules  in  regard 
to  water-rights.  This  was  undoubt- 
edly the  case;  the  only  rule  adopted 
by  the  legislature  touching  the  sub- 
ject was  the  adoption  of  the  common 
law  as  the  rule  of  decision,  by  the 
act  of  April,  1850.  It  was,  therefore, 
as  the  chief  justice  said,  left  to  the 
courts,  and  this  can  be  admitted  with- 
out injustice  to  the  members  of  the 


court  in  the  days  of  its  early  organi- 
zation." 

7  Infra,  sec.   89. 

8  See  infra,  sees.  246,  627. 

8  The  leading  authority  upon  min- 
ing rights  holds  that  certain  mining 
rights  arising  out  of  the  pioneer 
Possessory  System  are  not  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  common  law.  (Lindley 
on  Mines,  sees.  535  et  seq.,  568,  speak- 
ing of  the  theory  of  the  extralateral 
right  in  mining,  and  saying:  "Instead 
of  being  in  derogation  of  the  common 
law,  this  class  of  grants  is  in  absolute 
harmony  with  it."     Sec.  568.) 
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zens  on  the  public  lands  was  made  in  practice  concerning  waters. 
Any  consistency  with  the  common  law  upon  such  arguments  was 
remote,  while  the  inconsistency  in  detail  was  immediate.) 

A  second  ground  of  reconciling  the  rules  of  water  appropriation 
to  the  common  law  appeared  later.  The  common  law  of  riparian 
rights  regards  all  riparian  proprietors  (all  landowners  upon  a 
stream's  banks)  as  upon  an  equal  footing,  their  rights  being  cor- 
relative or  adjustable  for  their  common  benefit,  refusing  to  recog- 
nize a  right  in  anyone  by  priority,  and  giving  each  a  reasonable 
use  of  the  stream  for  his  own  land  at  any  time.^^  In  some  early 
California  cases  the  court  argued  that  the  rights  of  an  appropriator 
were  likewise  correlative  to  those  of  later  users,  so  as  not  to  be 
independent  or  exclusive,  following  out  to  some  extent  the  policy 
of  Conger  v.  Weaver  that  the  common  law  had  not  been  departed 
from.  This  did  not  prevail,  however.  It  is  considered  at  some 
length  hereafter.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  80.  The  Oommon  Law  Departed  firom. — Despite  these  few 
early  attempts  to  reconcile  the  doctrine  of  appropriation  to  the 
oommon  law,  the  consensus  of  opinion  has,  as  to  water-rights  at 
all  events,  long  admitted  that  the  doctrine  of  prior  right  by  appro- 
priation is  in  derogation  of  the  common  law^  (though  there  has 
never,  so  far  as  the  writer  has  found,  been  any  attempt  to  nar- 
rowly construe  the  subsequent  statutes  on  that  account).  In  the 
first  case  dealing  with  water-rights  the  California  court,  as  already 
quoted,  said  that  the  rule  ''is  a  departure  from  all  the  rules  gov- 


M  See  infra,  sees.  310,  739.  True, 
there  were  some  earlier  English  de- 
cisions favoring  the  doctrine  of  prior 
appropriation  {infra,  sees.  666-669 ), 
but  the  pioneer  California  court  re- 
ferred to  them  only  once,  and  then 
onlj  to  disclaim  reliance  upon  them,  in 
HiU  T.  Ki  ng,  8  Cal.  336,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  533. 

11  Infra,  sec.  310  et  seq. 

It  may  be  noted  that  in  some  fea- 
tures the  law  of  appropriation  nevcr- 
tbeleas  clearly  did  borrow  from  the 
roaimon  law.  Thus  was  early>  bor- 
rowed the  principle  that  the  right  is 
solely  usufructuary  (Eddy  v.  Simp- 
son, 3  Cal.  249,  58  Am.  Dee.  408,  15 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  175.  See  infra,  sec. 
276),  and  the  rule  permitting  change 


of  point  of  diversion.  (Kidd  v. 
Laird,  15  Cal.  161,  76  Am.  Dec.  472, 
4  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  571.  See  infra, 
sec.  496.) 

12  Lux  ▼.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  10 
Pac.  674,  saying:  "The  doctrine  of 
'appropriation/  so  called,  is  not  the 
doctrine  of  the  common  law."  Atchi- 
son V.  Peterson,  87  U.  S.  507,  22  L. 
Ed.  414,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  583; 
Basey  v.  Gallagher,  87  U.  S.  670,  22 
L.  Ed.  452,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  683; 
Jennison  v.  Kirk,  98  U.  S.  453,  25  L. 
Ed.  240,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  504; 
Yale  on  Mining  Claims  and  Water 
Bights,  129,  137;  Pomeroy  on  Ripa- 
rian Rights,  sec.  20.  See  infra,  sec. 
180  et  seq.,  views  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States. 
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of  State  proprietorship  of  waters.^  But  the  sentiment  of  the 
Eastern  part  of  the  country  then  as  well  as  now  held  the  mines 
and  waters  and  other  natural  resources  to  be  Federal  property 
and  part  of  the  public  domain  of  the  United  States.^^  The  Cali- 
fornia court  next  said  it  may  be  either  the  State  or  national  govern- 
ment;^ but  when  the  question  came  up  for  decision,  at  the  time  of 
the  opening  of  the  Civil  War,  the  court  emphatically,  under  the 
leadership  of  Judge  Field,  held  the  lands  and  everything  connected 
with  the  soil  to  belong  to  the  United  States.^^  The  pioneers  them- 
selves had  accepted  this,^  and  the  records  of  the  time  are  wholly 
lacking  in  any  attempt  to  distinguish  waters  from  lands  and  mines. 
All  went  together  in  the  mind  of  the  day  as  one  large  question  aris- 
ing out  of  ownership  by  the  United  States. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  83.    The  Pioneers  »r  Trespassers  Against  the  United  States. 

Since,  then,  an  outstanding  title  was  recognized  to  all  this  region, 
the  question  was  raised,  not  whether  the  pioneer  miners  on  the 
public  domain  had  cx)mmon-law  water-rights  or  not,  but  whether 
they  had  any  rights  at  all.  The  people  had,  from  the  first  dis- 
covery, been  declared  trespassers  against  the  United  States  by 
Colonel  Mason,  and  the  same  contention  appeared  before  the 
courts  in  suits  which  arose  between  the  miners.^  General  Hal- 
leck,  in  his  pioneer  book  on  mining  law,  laid  it  down  that  the  United 
States  district  attorney  could  file  suit  to  oust  all  from  the  region.^ 
Colonel  Mason  had  spoken  offhand,  but  lawyers  now  cited  the 


20  Infra,  sec.  170. 
31  Yale    on    Mining    Claims    and 
Water  Rights,  c.  I. 

22  Irwin  V.  PhiUips,  5  Cal.  140,  63 
Am.  Dec.  113,  15  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
178;  Conger  v.  Weaver,  6  Cal.  548, 
65  Am.  Dec.  528,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
594;  Bear  River  etc.  Co.  v.  New  York 
etc.  Co.,  8  Cal.  327,  68  Am.  Dec.  325, 
4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  526. 

23  Moore  v.  Smaw,  17  Cal.  199,  79 
Am.  Dec.  123,  12  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
418,  Field,  C.  J.,  rendering  the 
•opinion. 

1  In  their  engrossed  customs  and 
regulations  they  had  placed  pre- 
ambles such  as  "Whereas  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  have  in  their 
wisdom  made  it  incumbent  on  the 
rnipers  of  the  various  districts  of 
California,  to  provide  such  laws  for 


the  protection  and  regulation,"  etc, 
or  "As  Congress  has  made  no  rales 
and  reflations,"  etc.  Yale  on  Min- 
ing Claims  and  Water  Rights,  pp.  70, 
84. 

2  "As  this  wealth  came  from  pub- 
lic land  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  he  [Colonel  Mason]  took  into 
serious  deliberation  how  he  could  se- 
cure for  the  government  a  reasonable 
rent  or  fee  for  the  privilege  of  ex- 
tracting it.'*  Hittell's  History  of 
California,  vol.   Ill,  p.  693. 

8  Halleck's  Introduction  to  De  Fooz. 
Halleck  had  been  a  lieutenant  under 
Colonel  Mason  on  the  same  expedition 
as  Sherman,  both  remaining  in  Cali- 
fornia during  the  fifties,  Halleck  to 
drift  into  law  practice,  while  Sherman 
went  into  banlung. 
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anthorities  to  show  that  digging  for  minerals  on  the  public 
domain  of  the  United  States  was  a  trespass,. entitling  the  govern- 
ment to  damages  in  an  action  at  law,  and  was  such  waste  as  would 
be  restrained  by  injunction.*  By  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1807, 
to  prevent  settlements  on  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  until 
authorized  by  law,  the  President  was  empowered,  by  aid  of  the 
marshals  of  the  United  States  and  the  military  force,  to  remove 
intruders  from  the  public  land,  and  the  improvements  upon  their 
settlements  became  forfeited  to  the  government.  It  was  later  said : 
"By  the  United  States  statutes  in  force,  both  miners  and  ditch- 
owners  were  trespassers  on  the  public  lands  and  could  have  been 
removed  by  the  military."  *^ 

From  the  contention  arising  here  came  the  point  upon  which  the 
California  law  finally  turned.  There  were  leading  lawyers  who 
denied  any  right  in  the  California  courts  to  do  anything  but  to 
adjust  the  rights  of  trespassers  between  themselves ;  claiming  that 
until  Congress  passed  statutes  it  was  of  no  moment  who  had  the 
ultimate  right  to  the  mines  or  waters ;  that,  as  between  the  pioneers 
themselves,  at  all  events,  prior  possession  was  good  enough,  by  the 
eommon  law  itself,  against  a  mere  later  possessor;  and  that  this 
was  all  that  concerned  the  California  judges.  Hence  the  designa- 
tion of  private  rights  to  real  estate  throughout  the  West  as  ''pos- 
sessory rights,"  referring  not  only  to  waters,  but  to  mines  and 
lands  88  well;  meaning  that  no  one  could  have  title  to  waters  (or 
to  anything  else)  until  Congress  should  be  heard  from. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  84.  Spread  of  the  Possessory  Sjrstem.— The  entire  West  was 
at  this  period  unsettled  vacant  public  domain,  and  people  con- 
tinued coming  in ;  some  for  the  California  gold-fields,  but  stopping 
before  reaching  them,  some  leaving  the  California  gold-fields  in 
search  of  new  ones,  and  some,  who  had  gone  to  California,  giving 
up  gold  hunting  and  turning  to  farming  and  other  pursuits  in  the 


*  Tale  on  Mining  Claims  and  Water 
Bifffats,  p.  331.  This  contemporary 
writer  set  forth  the  situation  as  fol- 
lows: "Digging  for  minerals  on  the 
pnblie  domain  of  the  United  States 
was  a  trespass,  entitling  the  govern- 
ment to  damages  in  the  action  at  law; 
and  was  sneh  waste  as  would  be  re- 
strained br  an  injunction  from  a  court 
tf  ehaneerj,  pending  the  action  at  law* 


These  rights  belonged  to  the  govern- 
ment as  a  proprietor  of  the  land  in 
common  with  an  individual  owner  of 
land,  in  the  absence  of  protective  legis- 
lation. They  were  also  secured  by 
legislation/' 

5  Reporter's  Statement  in  Titcomb 
v.  Kirk,  51  Cal.  288,  at  290,  5  Morr. 
Min.  Bep.  10. 
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California  and  other  Western  valleys.  They  took  possession  of 
the  public  lands,  mines,  water  and  timber  wherever  they  located, 
following  out  as  between  themselves  the  customs  and  rules  of  prior 
appropriation  of  all  of  these  things  prevailing  in  California,  and 
not  hearing  from  Congress  one  way  or  the  other.'  Private  rights 
to  real  estate  all  rested  upon  this  rule  of  priority  of  occupation 
upon  public  land.  ''For  a  long  period  the  general  government  stood 
silently  by  and  allowed  its  citizens  to  occupy  a  great  part  of'  its 
public  domain  in  California,  and  to  locate  and  hold  mining  claims, 
water-rights,  etc.,  according  to  such  rules  as  could  be  made  applic- 
able to  the  peculiar  situation ;  and  when  there  were  contests  between 
hostile  claimants,  the  courts  were  compelled  to  decide  them  without 
reference  to  the  ownership  of  the  government,  as  it  was  not  urged  or 
presented.  In  this  way — ^f rom  1849  to  1866 — a  system  had  grown 
up  under  which  the  rights  of  locators  on  the  public  domain,  as  be- 
tween themselves,  were  determined,  which  left  out  of  view  the 
paramount  title  of  the  government."^ 

The  system  spread  throughout  the  West,  and  all  the  Western 
courts  in  the  early  days  followed  the  California  decisions  and 
adopted  them  in  their  first  cases.  In  Nevada,  for  example,  the 
early  court  said  it  felt  it  a  duty  to  follow  the  California  decisions;' 
and  in  an  early  Colorado  water  case  the  court  said:  ''We  adopt 
the  rule  laid  down  by  the  courts  of  California  and  Nevada." ' 

In  the  following  passage  the  late  Judge  Hawley  describes  the  free 
and  unrestrained  occupation  of  the  public  domain  by  the  pioneers 
as  a  bit  of  his  own  biography.  Referring  to  early  Nevada  he  says : 
"The  first  settlements  were  made  in  the  valley  in  the  'early  fifties,' 
when  the  country  was  a  part  of  the  territory  of  Utah  and  subject 
to  its  laws.  The  settlements  were  made  by  persons  who  might  be 
denominated  as  'squatters'  on  the  public  land  of  the  United  States, 
without  any  title  thereto  save  such  as  the  custom  of  the  locality 
recognized,  or  in  some  few  instances  such  as  might  be  acquired 

«  Th«  doctrine  of  appropriation  of  T  Cave  ▼.  Tyler,  133  Cal.  566,  65 

water  upon  public  land  in  accordance  pj^^    1089 

with   this  universal  custom    was  as-  sMallett  v.  Uncle  Sam  M.  Co.,  1 

sailed  by  counsel  as  late  as  McDonald  ^^      ^     1^  \        Z           ^    \  Vl 

V.  Bear  Eiver  Co.,  13  Cal.  220,  1  Morr.  Nev.  188,  90  Am.  Dec.  484,  1  Morr. 

Min.  Rep.  626,  in  1859,  but  the  matter  Min.  Rep.  17. 

passed  unnoticed  by  the  court.     Yale  0  Sieber  v.   Frink,   7   Colo.   148,  2 

on  Mining  Claims  and  Water  Rights,  t,„^    ««,      q^^   „,  ^   'M',,*^.^  «    rri:„^ 

157.     In%gan   v.   DriscoU,   19   Cal.  P*^'  ^^\    ®^^'  *^^'  ^"^^     *  T  T 

623,  &1  Am.  Dec.  90,   6  Morr.  Min.  ley»   20   Mont.   260,   50  Pac.   723,   19 

Rep.  172,  the  court  rebuked  counsel  for  Morr.  Min«  Rep.  137. 

disputing  it. 
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under  the  various  proyisions  of  the  laws  of  Utah.  They  raised  cat- 
tle, that  roamed  at  large,  and  in  many  places  they  cut  the  natural 
grasses  which  grew  at  that  time  in  great  abundance  all  over  the 
river  bottom."  And  he  says  that  they  would  ''allow  their  cattle 
and  horses  to  roam  at  large,  or  picket  them  out  to  graze  upon  the 
natural  grasses  which  then  grew  of  sufficient  height  to  almost  hide 
the  stock  from  view,  and  was  as  free  and  open  to  all  comers  as  the 
air  that  wafted  its  gentle  breeze  through  the  valley  from  the  moun- 
tains, the  tops  of  which  were  covered  by  the  snow  that  had  fallen 
during  the  winter  season.  The  writer  of  this  opinion  was  one 
of  the  sojourners  who  made  that  trip  in  the  year  1852,  and  the 
reading  of  the  record  in  this  case  brings  to  his  mind  vivid  recollec- 
tions of  the  joy  and  hope,  courage  and  confidence,  inspired  in  the 
breast  of  every  pilgrim,  of  the  bright  future  which  he  then  thought 
awaited  him  when  he  reached  the  golden  regions  of  the  Eldorado 

of  the  West The  water  during  this  period  continued  to  flow 

into  various  sloughs,  and  spread  over  all  the  land  at  high  water. 
There  were,  as  a  general  rule,  no  specific  appropriations  made  of 

the  water Some  of  them  remained  but  a  short  period,  and 

voluntarily  left  and  abandoned  the  land,  free  to  the  occupancy  of 
the  next  comer  who  concluded  to  settle  thereon.  Others  traded  their 
rights,  whatever  they  were,  for  a  horse  or  wagon,  or  anything  of 
value,  no  matter  how  insignificant  it  might  be.  No  conveyances 
were  made.  One  party  would  leave;  the  other  party  would  come 
upon  the  land,  and  stay  until  he  got  ready  to  move  elsewhere."  ^^ 

This  picture  of  early  Nevada  shows  a  more  irresponsible  and 
loose  condition  than  prevailed  in  the  California  mining  regions, 
however,  where  rights  were  of  high  value  and  zealously  guarded. 
In  time,  farmers  made  permanent  homes  everywhere,  and  valuable 
mining  claims  were  ''located"  outside  of  California. 

This  Possessory  System  whereby  lands,  mines  and  waters  were 
claimed  by  "prior  appropriation"  had  all  the  force  of  a  system  of 
law  governing  real  estate  all  over  the  West,  for  there  was  no  other 
land  law  of  consequence  upon  the  public  domain,  and  it  was  all 
public  domain. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  86.  Possessory  Sjrstem  not  Confined  to  Mining.— The  Cali- 
fornia legislature,  while,  as  has  been  said,  providing  no  direct 

10  Union  Minmg  Co.  t.  Dangberg,  81  Fed.  73. 
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legislation  concerning  waters,  by  its  early  mining  legislation  indi- 
rectly complicated  the  question.  The  lands  on  which  operations 
were  carried  on  belonged  to  the  United  States  and  were  not  at  the 
disposal  of  the  State.  But  the  State  legislature,  under  the  guise 
of  regulating  procedure  in  State  courts,  favored  the  miner  against 
others.  In  1852,  the  Possessory  Act  ^^  allowed  possessors  of  public 
lands  to  sue  in  State  courts,  for  interference  with  their  possession ; 
with  a  proviso  excepting  the  possessors  of  lands  for  agriculture  or 
grazing  from  protection  against  miners  if  the  land  contained  mines. 
This  was  supplemented  in  1855  by  the  Indemnity  Act,^^  which 
required  the  miner  who  entered  upon  the  agriculturist  to  give  a 
bond  for  whatever  damages  might  follow  to  the  agriculturist's 
improvements. 

In  spite  of  this  favoritism  shown  to  the  miner  by  the  legislature, 
the  supreme  court  declared  its  purpose  as  far  as  possible  to  place 
all  pursuits  on  an  equal  footing.^*  The  court  restricted  the  oper- 
ation of  the  statutes.  They  were  held  in  no  way  to  warrant  inter- 
ference of  any  kind  with  lands  owned  by  good  private  title  but 
only  applicable  to  public  lands.^*  The  proviso  was  restricted  to 
such  public  lands  only  as  were  used  strictly  for  agriculture  or 
grazing  and  not  applied  to  lands  used  for  dwellings,  town  lots, 
sawmills,  etc.^^  The  latter  two  cases  in  the  foregoing  note  held 
that  appropriations  of  water  to  run  a  sawmill,  being  prior  in  time, 
prevailed  against  later  appropriations  by  miners.  Even  in  strictly 
agricultural  uses  (in  regard  to  which  the  Indemnity  Act  required 
indemnity  only  where  crops  were  growing,  and  left  the  Possessory 
Act  unaffected  in  other  cases),  the  court  restricted  the  right  of  a 
miner  to  a  mere  right  of  entry,  without  the  right  to  destroy  any 
improvements  whatsoever  erected  by  the  agriculturist,  any  such  in- 
terference being  held  still  a  trespass ;  and  held  that  the  preference 
amounted  only  to  a  right  of  entry  on  land,  so  that  a  water-right  of 
an  agriculturist  was  protected  even  against  miners.^®    The  final 


11  State.  1852,  p.  158. 

12  Act  of  April  25,  1855. 

13  Tartar  v.  Spring  etc.  Min.  Co., 
5  Cal.  395,  14  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  371; 
McDonald  v.  B.  R.  etc.  Co.,  13  Cal. 
220,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  626  j  Wixon  v. 
Bear  River  etc.  Co.,  24  Cal.  367,  85 
Am.  Dec.  69,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  656, 
and  many  other  cases;  Yale  on  Min- 
ing Claims  and  Water  Rights,  p.  49. 

14  Tartar  v.  Spring  etc.  Mining  Co., 
5  Cal.  395,  14  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  371; 


Boggs  Y.  Merced,  14  Cal.  279, 10  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  334;  Smith  y.  Doe,  15  Cal. 
100,  5  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  218. 

15  Fitzgerald  v.  Urton,  5  Cal.  308, 
12  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  198;  Tartar  v. 
Spring  etc.  Mining  Co.,  5  Oal.  395, 
14  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  371;  Ortman  y. 
Dixon,  13  Cal.  33. 

i«  Rogers  v.  Soggs,  22  Cal.  444,  14 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  375;  Levaroni  v. 
Miller,  34  Cal.  231,  91  Am.  Dec.  692, 
12  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  232. 
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result  was  that  all  pursuits  were  treated  impartially  as  concerns 

waters."    In  Rogers  v.  Soggs,*®  the  court  says:  **Such,  in  general 

terms,  are  the  rights  of  the  miner;  but  these  rights  are  subject  to 

limitations  and  restrictions,  necessary  to  prevent  an  interference 

with  rights  of  property  vested  in  others,  and  which  are  entitled 

to  equal  protection  with  his  own.     Thus  he  has  no  right  to  use 

water  to  work  his  mine  which  has  been  appropriated  to  other 

legitimate  purposes.*®    Nor  has  he  a  right  to  dig  a  ditch  to  convey 

water  to  his  mine  over  land  in  the  possession  of  another.^    Nor 

can  he  mine  land  used  for  a  residence  and  for  purposes  connected 

therewith.^*    Or  land  used  for  houses,  orchards,  vineyards,  gardens 

and  the  like. "  *^    In  Montana,^  it  was  in  a  very  early  case  i  trongly 

urged  that  the  doctrine  of  appropriation  applied  onl;  to  mining, 

and  could  not  be  extended  to  irrigation,  and  the  only  two  judges 

who  sat  being  divided  upon  the  matter,  it  passed  undecided  in  the 

ease.    In  Atchison  v.  Peterson,^*  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 

States  upheld  the  rule  as  applied  to  mining,  but  it  was  by  the 

decision  in  Basey  v.  Gallagher  ^^  that  it  was  established  in  that 

court  as  applying  to  irrigation  also. 

The  law  to-day  respecting  impartiality  in  uses  for  different  pur- 
poses (where  not  modified  by  statute)  is  stated  as  follows  in 
Natoma  etc.  Co.  v.  Hancock^  (discussing  the  case  of  Bupley  v. 
Welch)  :^  **The  point,  and  the  only  point,  contended  for  by  the 
defendants  was  that  a  prior  appropriation  of  water  for  irrigation 
was  of  no  avail  against  a  subsequent  appropriation  for  mining. 
The  court  merely  decided  that  the  appropriation  for  irrigation  was 
good  against  miners  as  against  others,  and  that  the  defendants 
could  not  prevent  the  water  so  appropriated  from  flowing  into  the 


Yi  Tale  on  Mining  Claims  and 
Water  Righto,  139. 

IS  22  Cal.  444,  14  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
375.  Opinion  by  Crocker,  J.  For 
appellant,  John  Garber.  For  respond- 
ent, Searls  and  Niles  (both  later  on 
the  supreme  bench),  judgment  for 
appellant. 

i»  Citing  Irwin  v.  Phillips,  5  Cal. 
140,  63  Am.  Dee.  113,  15  Morr.  Min. 
Kep.  178;  Tartar  v.  The  Spring  Creek 
Water  etc.  Co.,  5  Cal.  395,  14  Morr. 
Min.  Bep.  371. 

20  Citing  Burdge  v.  Underwood,  6 
Cal.  45,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  517; 
Weimer  v.  Lowery,  11  CaL  104,  4 
Morr.  Mia*  Bep.  543. 


21  Citing  Fitzgerald  v.  Urton,  5 
Cal.  308,  12  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  198. 

22  Citing  Smith  v.  Doe,  15  Cal.  101, 
5  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  218;  Gillan  v. 
Hutchinson,  16  Cal.  153,  2  Morr.  Min. 
Bep.  317. 

23  Thorp  V.  Freed,  1  Mont.  651. 

24  87  U.  S.  507,  22  L.  Ed.  414,  1 
Morr.  Min.  Bep.  583. 

25  87  U.  S.  670,  22  L.  Ed.  452,  1 
Morr.  Min.  Bep.  683. 

1  101  Cal.  42,  at  55,  31  Pac.  112, 
35  Pac.  334. 

2  23  CaL  453,  4  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
248. 
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reservoir  prepared  for  impounding  it.  This  is  a  doctrine  which, 
at  the  present  day,  no  one  disputes,  but  in  early  mining  times  the 
paramount  right  of  the  miner  was  strenuously  insisted  upon  by  the 
miners,  and  in  the  mining  sections  often  exercised  with  a  high 
hand,  as  it  was  by  the  defendants  in  Rupley  v.  Welch.'" 

The  Possessory  Act  is  still  in  force  in  California.^  The  Indem- 
nity Act  was  held  unconstitutional,^  but  was  later  upheld.^  No 
express  repeal  of  the  Indemnity  Act  appears,  but  it  is  probably 
superseded  by  the  Federal  statutes  concerning  public  lands  and 
mining. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  86.  Precarious  Status  of  Possessory  Rights  on  the  Approa,ch 
of  the  Civil  War. — ^While  the  people  were  thus  taking  possession 
of  the  public  domain  for  all  purposes,  Congress  continued  silent. 
But  the  approach  of  the  Civil  War,  with  its  intense  feeling,  brought 
the  possessory  situation  to  a  focus.  The  matter  of  **  Federal 
rights,"  into  which  the  Federal  government  itself  had  not  entered, 
now  became  prominent.  With  the  assertion  in  the  South  of 
** State  rights'*  threatening  the  Union,  loyal  leaders  in  California 
felt  that  to  uphold  Federal  rights  was  more  important  than  any- 
thing else. 

There  had,  in  the  years  following  1858,  been  an  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States  to  oust  certain 
miners  on  the  claim  that  the  minerals  belonged  to  the  United  States, 
in  litigation  which,  under  the  name  of  the  ^^Castillero"  litigation, 
aroused  much  excitement  in  California.  This  litigation  spread  over 
a  large  grpund,  much  of  which  is  of  no  bearing  here,  such  as  the 
validity  of  a  certain  Mexican  grant  and  certain  alleged  fraudulent 


8  23  Cal.  453,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
243 

4*  Gray  v.  Dixon,  74  Cal.  508,  16 
Pac.  305. 

B  Gillan  v.  HutchinsQii,  16  Cal.  153, 
2  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  317. 

6  Bupley  V.  Welch,  23  Cal.  452,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  243,  without  refer- 
ring to  the  former  decision,  of  which 
Mr.  Yale  says:  "Such  practice  by 
the  American  judiciary,  if  it  be  ex- 
tensively indulged  in,  of  overruling 
the  recent  decisions  of  the  same  court, 
which  they  have  announced  as  law, 
involving  grave  constitutional  ques- 
tions upon  the  rights  of  private  prop* 


erty,  without  even  referring  to  or 
citing  the  overruled  case  of  the  pre- 
ceding term,  by  answering  the  argu- 
ments upon  which  it  is  based,  must 
be  regarded  as  a  wide  departure  from 
the  revered  practice  of  their  prede- 
cessors in  the  science  of  jurisprudence 
at  Westminster  Hall,  and  is  an  un- 
worthy example  to  their  humble  fol- 
lowers at  the  bar."  Yale  on  Mining 
Claims  and  Water  Rights,  p.  55, 
commenting  upon  Gillan  v.  Hutchin- 
son, 16  Cal.  153,  2  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
317,  and  Rupley  v.  Welch,  23  Cal.  452, 
4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  243. 
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conspiracies  on  the  part  of  high  Federal  officials.  Among  the  array 
of  coansel  were  Benjamin  R.  Curtis,  Judah  P.  Benjamin,  and  W. 
H.  Halleck.  But,  as  concerns  the  present  matter,  the  attorney 
general  of  the  United  States  stepped  into  litigation  begun  by  ad- 
verse private  claimants,  and,  on  the  contention  that  the  land  in- 
volved was  public  land,  secured  in  the  United  States  circuit  court 
in  California  an  injunction  against  the  working  of  the  mine,  and 
a  writ  was  issued  under  the  hand  of  President  Lincoln  for  the 
employment  of  the  military  to  remove  the  miners.''  **The  claim 
made  by  the  government  in  this  case  was  the  assertion  of  a  general 
principle,  namely,  the  right  to  restrain  the  working  of  all  mines 
upon  public  land,  and  could  have  been  made  to  apply  to  any  other 
mining  claim  in  the  State,  besides  the  Almaden."^ 

It  was  likewise  about  this  time,  with  the  Civil  War  facing  the 
country,  when  one  of  the  California  senators  (though  he  denied  it) 
was  reported  as  saying  that  California  would  secede  with  the 
South,*  that  Judge  Field,  a  leader  of  the  loyalists  who  held  Cali- 
fornia to  the  Union,  affirmed  in  the  State  court,  where  he  was 
chief  justice,  in  most  emphatic  terms,  the  Federal  rights,  in 
Boggs  V.  Merced,^®  decided  in  1859,  and  Moore  v.  Smaw,"  decided 
in  1861.  He  said  in  the  Boggs  case,  with  regard  to  mining  claims 
(and  his  position  applied  equally  to  ditch-owners  and  water  di- 
Terters  and  most  other  property  claimants  in  the  Western  regions) : 
''It  is  sometimes  said,  in  speaking  of  the  public  lands,  that  there  is 
a  general  license  from  the  United  States  to  work  the  mines  which 
these  lands  contain.  But  this  language,  though  it  has  found  its  way 
into  some  judicial  decisions,  is  inaccurate,  as  applied  to  the  action, 
or,  rather,  want  of  action,  of  the  government.    There  is  no  license 

in  the  legal  meaning  of  that  term The  most  which  can  be 

said  is  that  the  government  has  forborne  to  exercise  its  rights,  but 
this  forbearance  confers  no  positive  right  upon  the  miner,  which 
would  avail  as  a  protection  against  the  assertion  of  its  claims  to  the 
mineral.  The  supposed  license  from  the  general  government,  then, 
to  work  the  mines  in  the  public  lands,  consists  in  its  simple  forbear- 
ance.   Any  other  license  rests  in  mere  assertion,  and  is  untrue  in 

Y  United  States  ▼.  Parrott  (1858),         o  See  Bancroft's  History   of   Cali- 
1  MeAH  (C.  C.)  271,  Fed.  Cas.  No.      '<>™a-    ^,    ^„,    ,^  „        „.     ^ 
15W,  7  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  335.  33^'  ^^  ^'  374,  10  Morr.  Mm.  Hep. 

8  Yale     on     Mining     daimt     and  11  17  Cal.  199,  79  Am.  Dec.  123,  12 

Water  Rights,  p.  335.  Hon.  Min.  Rep.  418. 
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fact  and  unwarranted  in  law/'  This  was  a  declaration  that  the 
western  population  were  wholly  without  rights  of  any  kind,  to 
water  or  to  anything  else.  It  made  him  unpopular,  and  his  de- 
cisions were  strenuously  attacked  as  below  noted.  ^^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  87.    Revocation  of  Possessory  Rights  by  Federal  Patent. — 

The  same  matter  in  a  secondary  form  arose  regarding  water.  The 
lan^s  had  long  remained  (and  still  largely  remain)  unsurvej^ed, 
nor  was  there  any  efficient  statute  for  acquiring  the  formal  govern- 
ment title  to  land  until  the  Homestead  Act,  passed  in  1862,  and  the 
Pacific  Railway  Act,  passed  in  1864.  But  in  the  course  of  the  sixties, 
formal  land  patents  began  to  be  taken  out  under  these  Acts  covering 
the  land  containing  streams,  and  the  patentees  now  claimed,  as 
the  only  true  successors  of  the  United  States,  the  same  right  to 
oust  the  appropriators  that  had  come  to  be  claimed  for  the  United 
States  itself.  This  came  to  decision  in  Nevada,  in  the  State  and 
Federal  courts,  in  the  cases  of  Van  Sickle  v.  Haines  and  Union 
Mining  Co.  v.  Ferris,  the  most  discussed  decisions,  in  the  seventies, 
in  the  Western  law  of  waters,  and  here  considered  by  anticipation." 
These  decisions  dealt  with  the  question  what  the  law  was  prior 
to  any  statutes  thereon  from  Congress;  and,  as  Congress  passed 
its  acts  (below  referred  to)  only  in  1866  and  1870,  the  question 
really  was,  what  is  the  status  of  all  water  claims  whose  title  goes 
back  to  the  fifties  and  early  sixties?  The  subsequent  acts  of  Con- 
gress can  give  no  validity  to  such  claims;  they  must  stand  or  fall 


12  The  decision  was  affirmed  by  the 
United  States  supreme  court  in  Min- 
ing Co.  V.  Boggs,  70  U.  8.  304,  18 
L.  Ed.  245,  but  expressly  avoiding  a 
consideration  of  the  doctrine  laid 
down  by  Judge  Field;  for,  as  here- 
after quoted,  the  United  States  su- 
preme court  took  a  more  liberal  view 
of  the  rights  of  the  pioneers,  as  did 
also  Judge  Field  when  a  member  of 
that  court,  and  after  the  war  was 
over,  as  below  considered. 

Boggs  V.  Merced  and  Moore  v. 
Smaw  arose  out  of  Mexican  grants, 
but  the  California  court  held  such 
grants  equivalent  to  grants  from  the 
United  States,  which  is  the  way  the 
public  land  questions  came  to  enter 
these  cases.  Field  further,  by  uphold- 
ing the  validity  of  the  private  Mari- 
posa grant  deraigned  under  Mexican 


title,  had  made  trespassers,  against  a 
handful  of  great  landowners,  of  the 
population  of  several  counties,  and  he 
was  attacked  in  the  California  news- 
papers as  an  opponent  of  the  rights 
of  the  people.  As  to  the  nature  of  « 
^Mexican  grant,  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States  now  holds  contrary 
to  these  rulings  of  Judge  Field.  See 
Boquillas  etc.  Co.  v.  Curtis,  213  U.  S. 
339,  29  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  493,  and  Los 
Angeles  Co.  v.  Los  Angeles,  217  U.  8. 
217. 

13  Van  Sickle  v.  Haines,  7  Nev. 
249,  15  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  201;  Union 
Min.  Co.  V.  Ferris,  2  Saw.  176,  Fed. 
Cas.  No.  14,371,  8  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
90.  See,  also,  Thorp  v.  Freed,  1 
Mont.  651,  Wade,  C.  J.;  Ison  v.  Nel- 
son Min.  Co.,  47  Fed.  199. 
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on  the  original  law.  What,  then,  was  the  original  lawT  It  was, 
they  hold,  that  the  long  accamulation .  of  rulings  that  had  been 
made  upholding  appropriation  of  water,  simply  settled  rights  be- 
tween trespassers  against  the  government's  paramount  title,  where- 
from  it  followed  that  all  appropriators  were  trespassers  against  a 
grantee  thereafter  of  that  paramount  title;  and  since  the  United 
States  could  have  ousted  all  as  trespassers,  all  could  be  ousted  just 
as  much  by  the  government's  patentee,  no  matter  how  long  the 
appropriators  had  already  been  diverting  the  stream  to  use,^*  and 
even  though  it  would  mean  ruin  to  the  water  supply  of  towns, 
farms,  mines  and  other  enterprises  throughout  the  West.  Water 
users  were  told  that  the  appropriation  of  the  waters  of  streams  run- 
ning over  the  public  lands  could  never  become  complete  against  the 
United  States,  and  was  subject  to  be  revoked  and  abrogated  at  any 
time  by  the  United  States;  and  that  a  patent,  by  which  the  full 
l^al  title  of  the  United  States,  with  all  of  its  incidents,  was  con- 
veyed to  the  patentee,  was  such  a  revocation,  and  necessarily 
clothed  such  patentee  with  all  rights, over  the  land  which  had  be- 
longed to  the  United  States  and  which  the  people  had  been  ille- 
gally enjoying.^^  Judge  Garber,  concurring  in  the  Van  Sickle  case, 
aaid  that  the  result,  though  correct,  will  disappoint  expectations 


M  Prescription  not  mnning  against 
the  United  States. 

u  In  the  Van  Sickle  case,  the 
plaintiff  had  appropriated  and  di- 
verted a  stream  in  1857,  and  the  de- 
fendant later  in  1864,  by  a  patent 
from  the  United  States,  without  any 
exception  or  reservation  in  the  patent, 
aeqoired  the  riparian  land  on  which 
plaintiirs  point  of  diversion  lay. 
The  defendant,  now  claiming  as  a 
riparian  owner,  diverted  the  water  on 
his  land  and  prevented  it  from  flow- 
ing to  the  plaintiff,  the  prior  appro- 
pnator.  The  Nevada  court  said: 
'^e  [the  appropriator]  could  acquire 
DO  right  against  the  United  States, 
for  as  to  that  government  he  was  a 
trespasser/'  Then,  after  saying  the 
patent  to  Haines  of  the  riparian  land 
above  the  appropriator  passed  to 
Haines,  there  being  no  exception  in 
the  patent,  the  unencumbered  fee  of 
the  soil,  its  incidents  and  appur- 
tenances, says:  "He  became  the 
owner  of  the  soil,  and  as  incident 
thereto,  had  the  right  to  the  benefit 
to  be  derived  from  the  flow  of  the 


water  therethrough;  and  no  one 
could  lawfully  divert  it  against  his 
consent/'  Injunction  and  damages 
for  Haines  against  the  prior  appro- 
priator ordered,  reversing  the  lower 
court. 

In  the  Ferris  case  the  facts  were 
substantially  the  same,  and  the  hold- 
ing was  the  same,  adding  that,  until 
the  act  of  1866,  a  sale  of  the  public 
land  would  put  the  possessory  rights 
"at  the  mercy  of  the  buyer  of  the 
legal  title."  The  effect  of  the  act  of 
1866  "appears  to  be  to  grant  to  the 
owner  of  possessory  rights  to  the  use 
of  water  under  the  local  customs,  laws 
and  decisions,  the  absolute  right  to 
such  use,  which  the  government  alone 
could  grant.  But  the  act  is  pros- 
pective in  its  operation,  and  cannot 
be  construed  as  to  devest  a  part  of  an 
estate  granted  before  its  passage." 
And  held  that  patents  issued  before 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  1866  are  in 
no  way  qualified  by  that  act,  passed 
subsequent  to  their  issue,  nor  m  any 
way  subordinated  to  prior  appropria- 
tions of  water. 
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long  considered  by  the  public  as  well  founded.  (In  later  days,  as 
leader  of  the  bar  in  California,  he  did  his  best  to  discredit  this 
decision  in  which  he  had  reluctantly  concurred,  and  it  has  been 
said  that  the  decision  drove  Judge  Lewis,  who  wrote  the  opinion,  off 
the  bench).  It  was  ruled  in  the  Ferris  case  that  a  sale  by  the 
United  States  of  the  public  land  to  a  private  patentee  would  put 
the  pioneers'  water-rights  **at  the  mercy  of  the  buyer  of  the  legal 
title,"  resulting  in  the  entire  revocation  of  the  doctrine  of  prior 
appropriation."  Field's  California  rulings  had  held  that  the 
pioneers  had  no  rights  whatsoever  against  the  United  States,  and 
these  Nevada  rulings  carried  that  to  the  sure  result  that  the  United 
States'  patentee  was  the  only  one  who  could  have  a  right  to  any- 
thing, because  he  alone  had  a  formal  gi*ant  from  the  United  States, 
whether  the  property  involved  wer^  water,  or  a  right  of  way,  a 
ditch,  or  a  mine. 

So  great  was  the  popular  disapproval  and  the  reaction  against 
these  decisions,  that  most  of  the  younger  States  came  to  deny  any 
right  to  waters  in  any  landowner  as  such,  whether  it  be  the  United 
States  or  a  private  person ;  rejecting  thereby  any  Federal  title  to 
waters,  and  abrogating  in  toto  the  common  law  of  riparian  rights, 
as  we  shall  have  occasion  to  see  hereafter.  But  we  continue  here 
to  follow  up  the  events  as  they  occurred. 


D.  THE  THEORY  OF  FREE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS 

UNDER  LOCAL  LAW. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  88.  Unpopularity  of  the  ''Trespasser''  Basis  of  the  Pes 
sessory  System. — Judge  Field  was  attacked  in  the  California 
newspapers  for  the  foregoing  decisions  as  an  opponent  of  the  rights 
of  the  people,^*^  and  with  regard  to  the  Castillero  case  the  California 
legislature  in  1860  adopted  a  resolution  in  strong  terms  of  denun- 
ciation, declaring  that  to  make  the  rights  of  miners  dependent  upon 
the  **will  of  the  Federal  power"  would  be  **an  outrageous  viola- 
tion of  free  government,"  and  calling  upon  the  California  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  to  secure  relief  from  these  decisions.^^ 

10  In  the  Montana  case  above  cited  18  The  resolution  is  in  Cal.  Laws  of 

(Thorp  V.  Freed,   1   Mont.   651)    the  -1860,  p.  419,  too  long  to  give  here  in 

chief  justice  (though  no  decision  was  full.     It  is  also  printed  in  Yale  on  Min- 

reached  in  the  case)   not  only  recog-  ing  Claims  and  Water  Rights,  pages 

nized  such  as  its  result,  but  declared  346,  347.    It  declared  that  Congress 

it  to  be  a  desirable  result.  had  been  silent  as  to  the  matter  in 

17  Bancroft's  History  of  California,  order  "to  encourage  the  discovery,  en- 
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These  results  had,  from  the  first  California  days,  been  anticipated 
from  the  ''trespasser"  doctrine,  as  had  also  the  result  that  posses- 
soiy  rights  would  fall  against  Federal  patent.  It  had  been  the 
endeavor  of  the  earlier  judges  to  anticipate  these  results  by  in 
some  way  connecting  the  pioneers  with  the  Federal  title,  thereby 
lifting  them  out  of  the  position  in  which  the  possessory  doctrine, 
in  its  legal  strictneaa,  placed  them. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  89.  Th9  Theoiy  of  a  Grant  With  the  Dignity  of  a  Fee.— 
We  mxuft  at  this  point  look  baclr  again  to  the  earliest  California  de- 
dsioDS,  beTore  Field's  rulings  and  before  the  Civil  War  threw  its 
shadow  upon  the  subject,  to  learn  the  theory  at  first  adopted  to  pro- 
tec,  the  pioneers.  They  had  admitted  the  title  of  the  United  States 
as  proprietor  of  the  ultimate  right  to  the  waters  as  well  as  the  whole 
region,  but  at  the  same  time  denied  the  contention  that  the 
pioneers  were  trespassers,  by  declaring  that  the  United  States  had, 
by  its  conduct  in  holding  out  the  public  domain  to  free  develop- 
ment, bound  itself  to  the  pioneers  as  fully  as  though  it  had  granted 
the  water  to  the  man  who  diverted  it,  was  bound  to*  respect  the 
diversion  for  all  time  because  it  had  encouraged  the  pioneers,  had 
recognized  their  acts,  and  thereby  tacitly  conferred  or  transferred 
to  the  pioneers  the  Federal  title  to  the  mines  and  to  the  waters 
actually  diverted — a  permanent  title  of  the  dignity  of  a  fee  and 
equal  to  subsequent  patent — equivalent  to  a  patent.  The  court  held 
that  an  appropriation  of  water  was  of  the  force  of  a  grant  from  the 
United  States,  such  that  the  government  itself  could  not  impair, 
that  no  later  natent  of  riparian  land  could  override,  and  to  which 
DO  title  was  paramount. 

Irwin  V.  Phillips,^®  the  original  precedent,^ declai-ed  that  by  its 
conduct  in  permitting  **free  and  unrestrained  occupation"  the 


joyiDeiit,  and  working  of  mines  by  the 
people,  wherein  consists  the  legitimate 
development  of  cur  g^eat  source  of  the 
wealth  of  this  State'' ;  that  local  regu- 
lations, made  by  the  people  governed 
the  subject,  and  that  State  law  "pro- 
tected and  maintained  his  right  of 
property  in  his  mine'';  that  "it  would 
be  a  great  grievance  and  an  outraseous 
violation  of  free  government,  if  the 
right  of  property  in  the  mineral  lands 

Water  Bights— 7 


of  this  State  were  held  by  the  people 
at  the  will  of  the  federal  power" ;  that 
the  injuHv^tion  to  stop  mining  in  the 
Castillero  case  **has  been  productive 
of  great  injury  to  the  people  of  Cali- 
fornia, and  is  the  exercise  of  a  power 
dangerous  to  the  general  mining  inter- 
ests of  the  State." 

i»  5  Cal.  140,  63  Am.  Dec.  113,  15 
Morr.  Min.  Bep.  178,  quoted  tupra,  sec 
77» 
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United  States  had  "conferred"  or  '* recognized"  a  full  right  in 
the  appropriator  with  all  the  force  of  *Ve5  judicata/' 

In  Conger  v.  Weaver,^  Judge  Heydenfelt  said:  ** Every  judge 
is  bound  to  know  the  history  and  the  leading  traits  which  enter 

into   the   history   of  the   country   where   he   presides We 

must,  therefore,  know  that  this  State  has  a  large  territory; 
that  upon  its  acquisition  by  the  United  States,  from  the  sparse- 
ness  of  its  population,  but  a  small  comparative  proportion  of 
.its' land  had  been  granted  to  private  individuals;  that  the  great 
bulk  of  it  was  land  of  the  government;  that  but  little,  as  yet, 
has  been  acquired  by  individuals  by  purchase;  that  our  citizens 
have  gone  upon  the  public  lands  continuously,  from  a  period 
anterior  to  the  organization  of  the  State  government  to  the  present 
time ;  upon  these  lands  they  have  dug  for  gold ;  excavated  mineral 
rock;  constructed  ditches,  flumes  and  canals  for  conducting  water; 
built  mills  for  sawing  lumber  and  grinding  com ;  established  farms 
for  cultivating  the  earth ;  made  settlements  for  the  grazing  of  cat- 
tle ;  laid  off  towns  and  villages ;  felled  trees ;  diverted  watercourses ; 
and,  indeed,  have  done,  in  the  various  enterprises  of  life,  all  that 
is  usual  and  necessary  in  a  high  condition  of  civilized  development. 
All  of  these  are  open  and  notorious  facts,  charging  \ndth  notice  of 
them^not  only  the  courts  who  have  to  apply  the  law  in  reference  to 
them,  but  also  the  government  of  the  United  States,  which  claims 
to  be  the  proprietor  of  these  lands;  and  the  government  of  the 
State,  within  whose  sovereign  jurisdiction  they  exist.  In  the  face 
of  these  notorious  facts  the  government  of  the  United  States  has 
not  attempted  to  assert  any  right  of  ownership  to  any  of  the  large 
body  of  lands  within  the  mineral  region  of  the  State.  The  State 
government  has  not  only  looked  on  quiescently  upon  this  universal 
appropriation  of  the^public  domain  for  all  of  these  purposes,  but 
has  studiously  encouraged  them  in  some  instances,  and  recognized 
them  in  all.  Now,  can  it  be  said,  with  any  propriety  of  reason  or 
common  sense,  that  the  parties  to  these  acts  acquired  no  rights? 
If  they  have  acquired  rights,  these  rights  rest  upon  doctrine  of 
presumption  of  a  grant  of  right,  arising  either  from  the  tacit 
assent  of  the  sovereign,  or  from  expressions  of  her  will  in  the  course 
of  her  general  legislation,  and,  indeed,  from  both."  **A  license," 
the  court  added,  **to  everyone  who  chose  to  possess  himself  of  the 
franchise";  **a  positive  right  in  the  constructors  and  owners  of 

20  6  CaL  548,  65  Am«  Dec  628,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  594. 
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these  works  to  hold  and  enjoy  them  as  property — a  vested  right 
tckick  cannot  he  taken  away,'^^ 

Referring  to  this  opinion,  the  court  also  said  it  had  adopted 
the  theory  that  there  was  **a  general  license  to  all''  to  divert  the 
public  streams,  and  ''when  these  ditches  have  been  constructed 
they  are  regarded  as  a  franchise  or  easement  belonging  to  the 
proprietors."^  In  another  case:  **In  repeated  decisions  of  this 
court  it  has  been  uniformly  held  that  the  miners  were  in  posses- 
sion of  the  mineral  lands  under  a  license  from  both  the  State  and 
Federal  governments.""  In  another:  ''They  are  there  by  the 
elear  license  of  both  governments,  and  have  such  a  title  as  will 
hardly  be  devested,  even  by  the  act  of  the  superior  proprietor. 
There  are  equitable  circumstances  connected  with  these  mining 
claims,  that  are  clearly  binding  upon  the  conscience  of  the  gov- 
ernmental proprietor,  that  this  court  must,  with  all  due  respect, 
presume  will  never  be  disregarded.  Bights  have  become  vested 
in  virtue  of  this  license,  that  cannot  be  devested  without  a  viola- 
tion of  the  principles  of  justice  and  reason.  "^^ 

Judge  Baldwin,  who,  as  counsel,  had  taken  part  in  the  original 
precedent  of  Irwin  v.  Phillips,^  laid  this  down  in  a  later  case,* 
when  he  said,  "We  hold  the  absolute  property  in  such  cases  to  pass 
by  appropriation  as  it  would  by  grant";  and  in  the  next  volume 
of  the  reports  he  laid  it  down  in  Merritt  v.  Judd  very  strongly 
with  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  pioneers  generally,  saying:  "From 
an  early  period  of  our  State  jurisprudence,  we  have  regarded  these 
claims  to  public  mineral  lands,  as  titles.  They  are  so  practically. 
It  is  very  evident  that  .the  government  will  not  change  its  policy 


SI  See  infra,  see.  556,  '^executed 
parol  license,"  which  was  probably  the 
idea  in  mind. 

22  HiU  ▼.  King,  8  Gal.  338,  4  Morr. 
Kin.  Bep.  533.  "The  right  to  appro- 
priate the  waters  of  the  streams  of 
this  State,  for  mining  and  other  pur- 
poses, has  been  too  long  settled  to 
admit  of  any  doubt  or  discussion  at 
this  time,"  saying  that  the  court  "based 
this  rieht  on  the  ground  that  the 
l«^lation  of  the  State  has  given  to 
ereryose  not  only  a  privilege  to  work 
the  'gold  placers,'  but  also  to  divert 
the  streams  for  this  and  other  pur- 
pcies.  The  legislation  of  the  State 
his  been  held  to  amount  to  a  'geti' 
tral  license  to  aW  (whether  prop- 
erly, is  not  for  me  to  aaj,  the  point 


having  been  decided  by  a  majority  of 
the  court  against  my  own  opinion — 
see  Conger  v.  Weaver,  October  2, 
1856),  and  when  these  ditches  have 
been  constructed,  they  are  regarded 
as  a  franchise  or  easement  belonging 
to  the  proprietors,  and  are  entitled  to 
protection  as  any  other  property." 
Hall  V.  King,  8  Cal.  338,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Bep.  533. 

23  Bear  River  etc.  Co.  v.  New  York 
etc.  Co.,  8  Cal.  327,  68  Am.  Dec.  32.5, 
4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  526. 

24  Merced  M.  Co.  v.  Fremont,  7  Cal. 
317,  327,  68  Am.  Dec.  262,  7  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  313.     Italics  ours. 

25  5  Cal.  140,  63  Am.  Deo.  113,  15 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  178. 

1  Ortman  y.   Dixon,   13   Cal.   33. 
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in  respect  to  them ;  that  they  will  hot  be  sold,  nor  the  present  tenure 
altered.  [This  was  before  the  act  of  1866,  in  which  this  prophecy 
was  fulfilled.]  Our  courts  have  given  them  the  recognition  of 
legal  estates  of  freehold,  and  so,  to  all  practical  purposes, — ^if  we 
except  some  doctrine  of  abandonment,  not,  perhaps,  applicable  to 
such  estates, — unquestionably  they  are  and  we  think  it  would  not 
be  in  harmony  with  this  general  judicial  system  to  deny  to  them 
the  incidents  of  freehold  estates  in  respect  to  this  matter.  If 
to  decide  thus  be  a  departure  from  some  technical  rules  of  law 
[the  title  of  the  United  States  being  regarded  as  merely  technical], 
it  is  but  following  other  rules,  which  hold  that  a  system  of  deci- 
sions, long  established  and  long  acted  upon,  shall  not  be  departed 
from  when  important  rights  have  vested  under  it,  merely  because 
the  reasons  upon  which  it  rests  might  not,  in  the  judgment  of  sub- 
sequent judges,  be  considered  sound.  "^ 

And,  finally,  in  the  case  of  Lux  v.  Haggin:^  **The  law  of  Cali- 
fornia, with  reference  to  priority  of  possession  on  the  public  lands,^ 
has  been  so  loag  established  that  we  are  apt  to  forget  the  whole 
system  was  built  upon  a  presumption  entertained  by  the  courts  of 
a  permission  from  the  United  States  to  occupy."* 

Accordingly,  in  practice,  the  attributes  of  freehold  realty  were 
enforced.    Ejectment  was  allowed  for  mining  claims,  and  justices 


2  Merritt  v.  Judd,  14  Cal.  64,  6 
Morr.  Min.  Hep.  62.  (Italics  ours). 
This  case  is  in  the  same  volume  of  re- 
ports as  iBiddle  Boggs  v.  Merced 
Mining  Co.,  in  which  Judge  Field  had, 
as  heretofore  quoted  {Supra,  sec 
86),  so  positively  laid  down  the 
"trespasser"  doctrine,  saying  that  the 
"freehold"  theory  was  mere  assertion, 
untrue  in  fact  and  unwarranted  in 
law.  It  is  consequently  interesting  to 
note  that  Judge  Field  did  not  sit  in 
Merritt  v.  Judd  because  he  was  ab- 
sent from  the  State,  while  Judge 
Baldwin  did  not  sit  in  Boggs  v. 
Merced  Co.  because  he  had  been  coun- 
sel in  the  case.  As  will  appear  here- 
after, Judge  Field  later  gave  up  his 
support  of  the  trespasser  theory,  and 
when  on  the  bench  of  the  supreme 
•court  of  the  United  States  did  more 
than  anyone  else  to  support  the  full 
vested  character  of  the  rights  of  the 
pioneers. 

8  69  Cal.  255, 10  Pac.  674.  In  Mor- 
ton  y.  Solambo  Min.  Co.,  26  Cal.  527, 
4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  463,  miTies  were 
laid  to  be  publici  juris  (just  as  waters 


are  to-day  said  to  "belong  to  the  pub- 
lic"), and  open  to  the  first  appropria- 
tor. 

4  Regarding  the  attitude  of  the  peo- 
ple to  this  effect  from  the  earliest 
days,  it  may  be  noted  that  Colonel 
Mason,  in  1849,  had  thought  of  put> 
ting  out  the  miners,  but  he  said: 
"Upon  considering  the  large  extent 
of  the  country,  the  character  of  the 
people  engaged,  and  the  small,  scat- 
tered force  at  my  command,  I  am  re- 
solved not  to  interfere,  but  to  permit 
all  to  work  freelyy  unless  broils  and 
crimes  should  call  for  interference." 
Costigan  on  Mining  Law,  p.  3.  And 
thus  left  to  work  freely,  "they  pro- 
ceeded upon  the  theory  that  the  pub- 
lic domain  belonged  to  the  people; 
that  the  mineral  therein  was  the  sub- 
ject of  free  private  acquisition,  as  a 
reward  for  discovery  and  occupation; 
and  thus  defied,  in  effect,  the  settled 
traditions  and  laws  of  other  countries, 
and  the  right  of  the  United  States  as 
a  government  to  the  mineral  contained 
in  its  lancU"  Costigan  oa  Mining 
Law,  p.  8. 
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of  the  peace  had  no  jurisdiction,  and  probably  dower  was  enforced,*^ 
and  the  usual  law  of  fixtures  was  held  to  apply,*  'and  the  claims 
were  such  property  as  to  have  jurisdictional  value,*^  and  usually 
conveyances  had  to  be  in  writing;^  although  on  all  these  and  many 
other  points  the  reverse  would  be  true  if  Field's  ruling  had  been 
enforced  logically  and  if  the  pioneers  had  been  treated  as  mere 
trespassers  (and,  indeed,  in  some  of  these  points  the  freehold  theoiy 
had  difficulty  in  making  its  way}.* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  90.    Same. — ^The  freehold  theory  is  set  forth  in  cases  of 

other  Western  courts.    Thus,  in  an  Oregon  case:**^  **The  right^of 

mining  for  the  precious  metals  is  a  franchise,  and  the  attendant 

circumstances  raise  the  presumption  of  a  general  grant  from  the 

sovereign  of  the  privilege.    Accepting  this  as  a  postulate,  it  foL 

lows  that  the  general  government  itself  could  not  equitably  inter* 

fere  with  or  abridge  the  rights  of  the  miner."    In  Nevada  the 

court  in  the  first  volume  of  its  reports  said:  **So  far,  then,  as  the 

anomalous  rights  and  character  of  the  miner  locating  upon  the 

public  land  for  the  purpose  of  mining  are  defined  and  established 

by  the  courts  of  California,  we  feel  it  our  dnty  to  recognize  them 

whenever  their  decisions  may  be  applicable  to  our  condition 

To  repudiate  the  theory  and  principles  upon  which  they  have  acted 

would  be  to  overturn  the  foundation  upon  which  half  our  rights 

rest.''" 

Before  the  law  was  finally  settled  this  way  in  the  act  of  1866  as 

below  set  forth,  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  in  general 

terms  encouraged  the  stand  taken.    In  one  case,  for  example,  it 

said  that  mining  claims  on  the  public  land  existed  under  the  implied 

Mfiction  of  the  national  government,  for  **we  cannot  shut  our  eyes 

to  the  public  history,"^*  and  other  expressions  by  the  supreme 

court  of  the  United  States  to  the  same  effect  are  hereafter  quoted. 


5  See  Lindley  on  Mines,  and  Tale 
on  Mining  Claims  and  Water  Bights, 
for  mining  decisions. 

6  Merritt  v.  Judd,  14  Cal.  64,  6 
MoTT.  Min.  Rep.  62. 

7  Sparrow  v.  Strong,  3  Wall.  (70 
U.  S.)  104,  18  L.  Ed.  50^  2  Morr.  Min. 

Bep.  320. 

8  Infra,  sec.  542. 

9  See,    especially,   infra,  sec    555, 

Parol  Sale. 


10  Gold  Hill  Co.  V.  Ish,  5  Or.  104, 
11  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  635. 

11  Lewis,  C.  J.,  in  Mallett  v.  Uncle 
Sam  Min.  Co.,  1  Nev.  188,  90  Am. 
Dec.  484,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  17. 

12  Sparrow  v.  Strong,  3  Wall.  (70 
U.  8.)  104,  18  L.  Ed.  50,  2  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  320.  Field's  denial  of  this  in 
Boggs  V.  Merced  Mining  Co.,  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States 
had  avoided  passing  upon  when   the 
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(3d  ed.) 

§  91.  "Excepting  the  Govemment. "— The  freehold  theory 
continued  to  rule,  and,  as  Congress  continued  unheard  from,  its 
opponents,  although  retaining  the  ** trespasser"  doctrine,  acknowl- 
edged (as  Field  had  in  Boggs  v.  Merced)  that  such  must  be  ac- 
cepted in  practice.  They  reserved  their  technical  position  by 
'^excepting  the  government,"  but  admitted  the  pioneers'  rights 
to  be  freehold  rights  against  all  the  world  **  except  the  gov- 
ernment." The  phrase  ** except  the  government"  came  to  be  much 
used.^* 

Whether,  before  the  act  of  1866,  the  appropriator's  title  against 
the  government  or  its  patentees  be  called  legal  under  a  grant,  as 
Conger  v.  Weaver  presumed  and  Merritt  v.  Jiidd  declared  at  law, 
or  equitable  from  conduct  as  the  mining  cases  seem  to  say,  yet  it 
would  seem  but  a  matter  of  names.  Without  congressional  action, 
interests  in  the  public  domain  could  not  pass  out  of  the  United 
States  so  as  to  be  enforced  in  a  court  of  equity  more  than  in  one 
of  law,  and  either  in  law  or  equity  Judge  Field  *s  words  are  equally 
applicable:  **The  supposed  license  from  the  general  government, 
then,  to  work  the  mines  in  the  public  lands,  consists  in  its  simple 
forbearauce.  Any  other  license  rests  in  mere  assertion,  and  is 
untrue  in  fact  and  unwarranted  in-law.""  The  appropriators' 
rights  in  this  respect  rested  wholly  on  moral  grounds;  it  was  a 
political  matter  forced  upon  the  judges;  the  exigencies  required 


Boggs  case  came  before  it  on  appeal. 
See  suprttf  sec.  86. 

In  Sparrow  v.  Strong  the  conten- 
tion was  that  the  possessory  rights 
had  no  value,  being  in  fact  no  right  at 
all,  and  hence  the  jurisdictional  value 
was  lacking;  but  the  court  held  other- 
wise. 

13  For  example,  after  saying  that 
the  United  States  is  the  riparian  pro- 
prietor, and  after  "excepting  the 
government,"  -one  case  says:  "Upon 
this  subject  it  is  only  necessary  to 
consider  that  none  of  the  rights  in- 
volved in  this  controversy  are  founded 
upon  a  legal  title,  and  that  the  safety 
and  security  of  the  parties  require 
that  the  rights  of  each,  as  fixed  by 
the  priority  and  extent  of  their  re- 
spective appropriations,  should  be  re- 
garded <M  perfect  and  absolute  as  if 
they  had  been  acquired  by  prescrip- 
tion, or  were  held  under  an  express 
grant     from     the     riparian     owner." 


Kidd  V.  Laird,  15  CSal.  161,  at  181, 
76  Am.  Dec.  472,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
571.  See,  also,  Hughes  v.  Devlin,  23 
Cal.  501,  12  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  241; 
Spencer  v.  Winselman,  42  Cal.  479,  2 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  334;  Buchner  v.  Mal- 
loy  (1909),  155  Cal.  253, 100  Pac.  687; 
Miller  v.  Imperial  Water  Co.  (1909), 
156  Cal.  27,  103  Fhz.  227,  24  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  372;  Lindley  or  Mines,  2d  ed., 
sec.  642,  p.  1196. 

14  Biddle  Boggs  v.  Merced  Mining 
Co.,  14  Cal.  375,  10  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
334.  "That  there  was  an  implied  li- 
cense from  the  government  to  mine 
for  the  precious  metals  upon  the  pub- 
lic land,  by  reason  of  its  indulgence, 
if  not  the  direct  encouragement  ex- 
tended to  the  mining  population,  as 
claimed  by  every  miner,  has  been 
expressly  denied  b^  judicial  author- 
ity." Yale  on  Mining  Claims  and 
Water  Rights,  pp.  332,  333. 
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them  to  formulate  a  theory  that  would  give  permanent  stability  to 
the  pioneers'  claims,  Congress  failing  to  do  so,  or  to  act  one  way 
or  the  other.  '^  Tradition  and  the  habits  of  the  community  count 
for  more  than  logic";"  and  the  fact  is  that  the  pioneers'  rights 
came  to  be  treated  and  acted  upon  as  actual  freehold  rights  in 
practice,  and  the  phrase  '^ excepting  the  government"  remained  (as 
to  waters,  at  least)  a  mere  formula  of  words  without  practical  force, 
however  sound  it  might  have  been  in  technical  theory. 


E.    THE  ACT  OF  1866. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  92.  It  may  be  well,  for  the  sake  of  clearness,  and  because  of 
the  importance  to-day  of  questions  arising  out  of  the  act  of  1866, 
to  recapitulate  briefly  the  ground  just  covered,  which  led  up  to 
that  act. 

In  the  development  of  the  law  from  the  discovery  of  gold  in 
1848,  mines  and  waters  were  governed  by  the  same  general  law  and 
decisions;  there  was  no  distinction  made  between  the  mining  and 
the  water  questions.  So  far  as  there  was  any  written  law  at  the 
beginning,  it  was  that  the  pioneers  were  trespassers  upon  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States.  But  the  courts,  in  seeking  to  protect 
the  pioneers  and  to  give  effect  and  recognition  to  the  local  laws 
and  customs  governing  mining  and  the  appropriation  of  water, 
held  that  although  the  ultimate  title  to  the  land  was  in  the  United 
States,  yet,  Congress  having  made  no  regulations  governing  the 
subject,  the  miners  had  a  presumptive  title  to  mines  on  the  public 
domain  and  to  water  diverted  and  appropriated  thereon.  It  was 
held  to  be  the  policy  of  the  State  to  encourage  the  working  of  mines 
and  the  diversion  of  the  streams  for  beneficial  use  in  accordance 
with  local  law,  under  a  presumptive  license  from  the  United  States 
to  do  SO;  and  because  the  United  States  stood  silently  by  during 
this  universal  appropriation  of  the  public  domain,  and  because  the 
property  rights  of  almost  the  whole  Western  region  had  thus  arisen, 
the  State  courts  declared  that  this  license,  based  upon  the  encour- 
agement of  Federal  silence,  amounted  to  a  grant  in  fee  to  the  ap- 
propriator  when  acted  upon,  equally  as  to  mines  and  waters  and 
ditches.  The  pioneers'  rights  were  declared  positive,  vested  rights 
by  grant  from  the  United  States,  which  could  not  be  devested. 

w  Mr.    Justice    Holmes   in   Laurel      San  Francisco  (1910),  216  U.  S.  358, 
Hill  Cemetery  y.  City  and  County  of      30  Sup.  Ct  Bep.  301,  54  L.  Ed.  515. 
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This  wag  the  popularly  accepted  law  up  to  1859,  when,  at  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Civil  War,  the  protection  of  Federal  rights  became 
a  paramount  question ;  and,  in  the  Gastillero  case,  and  in  opinions 
of  the  California  court  rendered  by  Judge  Field,  the  foregoing 
decisions  and  contentions  were  denied;  the  pioneers  were  held  but 
trespassers  upon  the  public  lands.  Though  recognizing  the  previ- 
ous rulings  to  the  extent  of  holding  the  pioneers*  rights  properly 
treated  as  vested  freehold  interests  as  between  themselves,  and 
against  everyone  ** except  the  government,"  yet  against  the  gov- 
ernment or  its  patentees  the  pioneers'  rights  were  held  to  be  no 
rights  at  all.  Thus,  at  the  opening  of  the  Civil  War,  the  courts 
were  holding  that  the  rights  in  realty  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
Western  population  were  wholly  revocable  by  Federal  action.  Con- 
gress might  expressly  revoke  them,  or  they  would  impliedly  be 
revoked  as  to  waters  when  the  United  States  issued  patents  to  the 
lands  over  which  the  waters  flowed,  or  through  which  the  ditches 
ran.  The  prospect  of  either  of  these  results  made  the  decisions 
announcing  them  intensely  unpopular  in  the  West.  The  California 
legislature  denounced  them  in  strong  terms,  and  called  upon  the 
California  representatives  in  Congress  to  seek  redress  by  congres- 
sional action.  But  while  the  Civil  War  wai^  in  progress,  the  matter 
lay  dormant. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  93.  Congress  and  the  Public  Domain. — ^The  California  legis- 
lature had,  as  already  quoted  in  connection  with  the  Castillero 
case,  called  upon  Congress  in  forcible  terms  to  declare  the  freedom 
of  the  mines,  and  in  the  same  year  (1860)  Senator  Gwinn,  of  Cali- 
fornia, had  introduced  in  Congress  an  equally  emphatic  proposi- 
tion, to  wit:  **That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  or  for  any  person  who  may  have  declared  his  intention 
to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  be  an  actual 
settler,  to  enter  upon  and  remain  on  any  public  land  of  the  United 
States  containing  minerals  not  specially  reserved  for  public  uses, 
within  the  States  of  California  and  Oregon,  and  to*  work  the 
mines  on  the  said  lands  for  their  own  use  and  benefit,  according 
to  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  said  States  respectively,  and  no 
person  who  has  heretofore  worked  the  said  mines  on  said  lands 
for  their  own  use  and  benefit  shall  be  regarded  as  a  trespasser 
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against  the  United  States."  But  he  was  voted  down.^®  In  the 
meantime  the  Homestead  Act  got  passed,  however  (1862),  holding 
open  the  (agricultural  lands  to  free  acquisition  by  settlers.^^ 

The  Civil  War  came  to  a  close  in  1865.  There  was  then  intro- 
duced in  Congress,  to  pay  oflf  the  war  debt,  at  the  request  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  bill  to  withdraw  the  mines  from  the 
miners,  fix  a  price  and  sell  them,  with  a  royalty  to  the  United 
States  after  the  sale.  The  Secretary  believed  it  would  yield 
a  large  revenue.  Great  discoveries  at  the  Comstock  mines  in 
Nevada  had  recently  attracted  the  world's  attention.  The  fol- 
lowing statement,  somewhat  exaggerated,  perhaps,  was  communi- 
cated from  Washington  by  one  of  the  editors  of  the  San  Francisco 
"Alta  California,"  and  published  in  that  newspaper  May  17,  1867. 
Senator  Stewart  declared  it  to  be  substantially  correct,  and  it  is 
quoted  by  Yale:*®  **The  miners  of  California  and  the  States  and 
Territories  adjacent  thereto  have  but  a  very  inadequate  idea  of 
the  imminent  peril  in  which  the  pursuit  in  which  they  are  engaged 
was  placed  at  the  commencement  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress. 
Two  years  ago  there  was  a  strong  disposition  in  Congress  and  the 
East  generally  to  make  such  a  disposition  of  the  mines  as  would 
pay  the  national  debt.  The  idea  of  relieving  the  nation  of  the  pay- 
ment of  the  enormous  taxes  which  the  war  has  saddled  upon  us 
by  the  sale  of  the  mines  in  the  far  distant  Pacific  slope,  about  which 
few  people  here  have  any  knowledge  whatever,  was  the  most  pop- 
ular that  was  perhaps  ever  started — compelling  other  people  to 
liquidate  your  obligations,  has  been  in  all  ages  and  in  all  nations 
a  highly  comfortable  and  popular  proceeding.  There  were  some 
at  the  time  of  which  I  write  who  would  not  be  satisfied  with  the 
sale  of  the  mines.  They  held  that  even  after  the  sale  the  govern- 
ment should  be  made  a  sharer  in  the  proceeds  realized  from  them. 


M  Tale  on  Mining  Claims  and 
Water  Bights,  p.  347. 

n  The  first  Federal  legislation 
upon  the  rights  of  the  pioneers  was 
a  proTiso  in  an  act  of  1865  concern- 
ing Federal  courts  in  Nevada,  saying: 
"That  no  possessoiT  action  between 
bdindnals  m  any  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  for  the  recovery  of  any 
mining  title,  or  for  damages  to  any 
■och  title,  shall  be  affected  by  the 
fact  that  the  paramount  title  to  the 
lands  on  which  such  min^  are,  is  in 


the  United  States;  but  each  case  shall 
be  adjudged  by  the  law  of  posses- 
sion." 13  Stats.  441.  While  assert- 
ing the  Federal  title,  this  had  also  the 
effect  of  asserting  that  the  miners' 
possession  was  equivalent  to '  a  free- 
hold title.  It  was  hence  neutral,  and 
had  little  effect  upon  the  theories  in- 
volved, being  overshadowed  by  the  act 
of  1866. 

18  Yale     on    Mining    Claims    and 
Water  Bights,  p.  10. 
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The  first  bill  on  the  subject  was  introduced  in  the  Senate  by  Mr. 
Sherman,  of  Ohio,  and  in  the  House  by  Mr.  Julian  of  Indiana." 
Such  is  the  way  it  was  put  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day.  The  part 
quoted  is  mild  compared  with  the  way  it  continued.  These  and 
similar  things  we  quote  without  reference  to  our  own  day,  but  to 
reflect  the  thought  of  those  days  which  culminated  in  the  act  of 
1866. 

Senator  Stewart  of  Nevada  became  the  leader  of  Western  mem- 
bers, and,  to  prevent  such  action  (and  not  of  his  own  initiative), 
introduced  a  counter-bill  to  confirm  the  rights  of  the  miners  and 
appropriators  upon  lines  similar  to  those  previously  attempted  by 
Mr.  Gwinn,  so  that  their  rights  should  no  longer  be  denied  them 
BS  trespassers.  In  the  Senate,  Mr.  Stewart  spoke  with  great  efifect.^® 
The  question  of  royalty  was  extensively  argued.  Those  who  had 
favored  it  changed  their  position  as  the  debate  proceeded,  and 
opinion  became  generally  opposed  to  it.^ 

Stewart's  counter-bill  passed  in  the  Senate,  but  was  held  in 
the  public  lands  committee  of  the  House.^^    A  bill  relating  only  to 


w  His  speech  is  referred  to  with 
high  approval  by  Judge  Field  in  Jen- 
nison  v.  Kirk,  infra. 

20  Debates  had  been  had  in  previous 
years  in  which  "the  system  of  land- 
lord and  tenancy  between  the  nation 
and  its  citizens  was  strongly  con- 
demned in  principle  and  policy,  as 
inconsistent  with  the  duty  of  a  gov- 
ernment in  the  encouragement  and  re- 
ward of  industry  to  individuals,  and 
as  fallacious  in  aU  theories  aiming  at 
remunerative  returns."  Yale  on  Min- 
ing Claims  and  Water  Bights,  p.  342. 
See  the  last  paragraph  of  Moore  y. 
Smaw,  17  Cal.  199,  at  226. 

21  The  difficulty  in  passing  the  act 
rested  upon  several  grounds.  Yale 
ascribes  it  to  the  advocates  of  a  ten- 
ancy and  royalty.  An  additional 
cause,  however,  was  the  Sutro  Tunnel 
Act,  an  incident  in  the  history  of  the 
Comstock  mines  in  Nevada.  It  was 
the  fame  of  these  great  mines,  as 
much  as  the  California  mines,  that 
brought  the  question  of  mining  rights 
to  the  front  of  public  notice.  The 
act  of  1866  was  specially  intended  to 
give  stability  to  Comstock  titles  by 
issuance  of  mining  patents.  At  the 
same  time  an  act  was  being  consid- 
ered in  Congress  in  aid  of  the  Sutro 


Tunnel  Project  to  pierce  the  mountain 
in  which, the  Comstock  mines  lay,  by 
a  tunnel  primarily  for  drainage  pur- 
poses, the  bill  granting  to  the  tunnel 
company  all  ore  bodies  it  might  cut 
in  its  tunnel,  not  already  discovered 
on  the  surface.  The  Sutro  Tunnel 
advocates  feared  that  Senator  Stew- 
art's bill  would  legalize  surface  claims 
to  their  disadvantage  if  passed  first, 
and  hence  held  up  his  biU  until  the 
day  after  the  tunnel  bill  went  through. 
(It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
Sutro  Tunnel  was  found  almost  wholly 
barren  when  completed.)  StiU  another 
source  of  difficulty  was  that  Senator 
Williams,  of.  Oregon,  while  approving 
the  general  purpose  of  the  act  and  the 
clauses  which  concern  us  here,  was 
nevertheless  opposed  to  the  other 
clauses  relating  to  the  issuance  of  min- 
ing patents,  fearing  that  they  were*  im- 
practical and  in  the  interests  of  specu- 
lators. 

I  have  examined  the  Congressional 
Globe  upon  these  matters.  (Cong. 
Globe,  vol.  1865-66,  p.  3952,  etc.) 
The  royalty  feature  urged  by  Sher- 
man was  withdrawn  by  him,  and  he 
eventually  supported  the  act  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  better  to  have  the 
region  developed   than  to   tax   it   at 
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ditches  and  water-rights  was  reported  to  the  House  from  another 
oommittee  and  passed.  In  the  Senate,  thereupon,  the  Western 
members  secured  the  substitution  of  the  entire  original  bill  cover- 
ing both  mines  and  waters;  and  in  this  way  the  House  committee 
on  public  lands  was  evaded,  and  the  entire  bill  eventually  passed 
in  the  form  in  which  originally  passed  by  the  Senate.  The  title 
of  the  House  bill  for  which  it  was  substituted  had  to  be  retained, 
however.  In  this  way  while  primarily  a  mining  bill,  it  is  entitled, 
"An  act  granting  the  right  of  way  to  ditch  and  canal  owners 
through  the  public  lands,  and  for  other  purposes."^ 


(3d  edO 

§  94.     The  Act  of  1866. — The  act  applied  mostly  to  mining,  in 

which  respect  it  was  crude  and  was  repealed  for  a  more  detailed 
act  in  1872^  along  the  same  lines.  But  the  section  referring  to 
water-rights  was  preserved  in  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  has  re- 
mained unchanged  to  the  present  day. 

Section  1  of  the  act  as  originally  enacted  provided:  '*Be  it  en- 
acted that  the  mineral  lands  of  the  public  domain,  both  surveyed 
and  unsurveyed,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  free  and  open  to  ex- 
ploration and  occupation  by  all  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
those  who  have  declared  their  intention  to  become  citizens,  subject 
to  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law,  and  sublet  also 
to  the  local  customs  or  rules  of  miners  in  the  several  mining  dis- 
tricts, so  far  as  the  same  may  not  be  in  conflict  with  the  laws  of 
the  United  States."^  Then  followed  some  provisions  for  issuance 
of  mining  patents. 

The  section  (section  9)  referring  to  waters  and  remaining  now 
in  force  is  contained  in  section  2339  of  the  Revised  Statutes : 

Revised  Statutes,  section  2339:  **  Whenever,  by  priority  of  pos- 
session, rights  to  the  use  of  water  for  mining,  agricultural,  manu- 
facturing or  other  purposes,  have  vested  and  accrued,  and  the  same 


expense  of  development;  while  Will- 
iams expressed  strong  approval  of  the 
MU  if  the  patent  feature  were  omit- 
ted, and  hence  approval  of  the  onlj 
danses  which  concern  us  here. 

a  Mr.  Yale  says:  "The  result  of 
the  whole  fight  is  the  grant  of  all  the 
mines  to  the  miners,  with  some  whole- 
some regulations  as  to  the  manner  of 
holding  and  working  them,  which  are 
not  in  conflict  with  existing  mining 


laws,  but  simply  give  uniformity  and 
consistency  to  the  whole  system.  The 
escape  from  entire  confiscation  was 
much  more  narrow  than  the  good  peo- 
ple of  California  ever  supposed." 
Yale  on  Mining  Claims  and  Water 
Rights,  p.  12. 

23  Act  of   1872,  17   Stats.,  o.  152, 
p.  9. 

24  Italics  ours. 
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are  recognized  and  acknowledged  by  the  local  customs,  laws  and 
decisions  of  courts,  the  possessors  and  owners  of  such  vested  rights 
shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  same;  and  the  right  of 
way  for  the  construction  of  ditches  and  canals  for  the  purposes 
herein  specified  is  acknowledged  and  confirmed;  but  whenever  any 
person,  in  the  construction  of  any  ditch  or  canal,  injures  or  dam- 
ages the  possession  of  any  settler  on  the  public  domain,  the  party 
committing  such  injury  or  damage  shall  be  liable  to  the  party  in- 
jured for  such  injury  or  damage."^ 

In  the  placer  mining  law  of  1870  (the  act  of  1866  was  a  lode  min- 
ing law)  this  was  amended,  or  rather  supplemented,  by  a  section 
now  incorporated  and  in  force  in  section  2340  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes, and  always  taken  with  the  act  of  1866 : 

Revised  Statutes,  section  2340:  "All  patents  granted,  or  pre- 
emption or  homesteads  allowed,  shall  be  subject  to  any  vested  and 
accrued  water-rights,  or  rights  to  ditches  and  reservoirs  used  in 
connection  with  such  water-rights,  as  may  have  been  acquired  under 
or  recognized  by  the  preceding  section."* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  95.  The  Act  Explained  by  Judge  Field  and  Other  Author- 
ities.— The  obscurity  of  the  wording  of  these  sections  when  con- 
sidered apart  from  their  history  has  been  frequently  pointed  out. 
In  Nevada,*  Lewis,  C.  J.,  speaks  of  Revised  Statutes,  section  2339, 
as:  "This  section,  which  by  its  turbid  style  and  grammatical  sole- 
cisms, more  surely  than  by  the  enacting  clause  of  the  act,  is  shown 
to  be  a  production  of  Congress,  may  be  found  on  page  253,  volume 
14,  of  the  Statutes  at  Large,"  and  that  it  "is  about  as  clear  and 
certain  as  the  object  and  purposes  of  the  acts  of  Congress  usually 
are.  It  is  true,  the  most  apt  words  to  indicate  this  purpose  are 
not  employed.  That  could  scarcely  be  expected,"  etc.  And  Mr. 
Justice  Stephen  J.  Field,  in  the  supreme  coiirt  of  the  United  States, 
said  that  "the  language  used  is  not  happy."* 


25  A.  C.  July  26,  1866,  aec.  9;  14 
Stats.  253,  c.  262;  U.  S.  Comp.  Stets. 
1901,  p.  1437.. 

1  A.  C.  July  9,  1870,  sec.  17;  16 
State.  218,  c.  235;  U.  S.  Comp.  Stats. 
1901,  p.  1437. 

2  Hohart  v.  Ford,  6  Nev.  77,  15 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  236. 

8  Baser  v.  Gallagher,  87  XJ.  S.  670, 
22   L.   £d.   452,   1  Morr.   Min.  Bep. 


683,  Judge  Lindley  says  (Lindley  on 
Mines,  sec.  567)  as  to  mining,  with 
which  the  act  of  1866  dealt  more  than 
with  waters:  "The  truth  is  manifest. 
The  act  is  crude  and  imperfect."* 
(The  mining  part  of  it  was  repealed 
and  a  better  act,  along  the  same  lines, 
Bubstituted  in  1872.) 
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After  considering  the  history  and  some  of  the  leading  authorities 
constraing  the  act,  it  becomes  clear  enough,  however.  The  classical 
exposition  is  contained  in  the  opinion  of  Judge  Field  in  Jennison 
▼.  Kirk.^  This  opinion,  so  far  as  it  deals  with  the  meaning  of  the 
act  of  1866,  is  merely^  a  condensation  of  the  Congressional  Globe 
report  of  Senator  Stewart's  speech  in  the  Senate,  and  by  adopting 
that  Judge  Field  here,  as  in  other  decisions  when  a  member  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  gives  up  his  former  stand,  and, 
now  that  the  war  is  over,  becomes  a  strong  supporter  of  the  theory 
of  the  pioneers  regarding  the  obligations  of  the  Federal  govern- 
ment.   Judge  Field's  opinion  is  in  part  as  follows: 

''The  object  of  the  section  was  to  give  the  sanction  of  the  United 
States,  the  proprietor  of  the  lands,  to  possessory  rights,  which  had 
previously  rested  solely  upon  the  local  customs,  laws  and  decisions 
of  the  courts,  and  to  prevent  such  rights  from  being  lost  on  a  sale 
of  the  lands.  The  section  is  to  be  read  in  connection  with  other 
provisions  of  the  act  of  which  it  is  a  part,  and  in  the  light  of  matters 
of  public  history  relating  to  the  mineral  lands  of  the  United  States. 
The  discovery  of  gold  in  California  was  followed,  as  is  well  known, 
by  an  immense  immigration  into  the  State,  which  increased  its 
population  within  three  or  four  years  from  a  few  thousand  to  sev- 
eral hundred  thousand.  The  lands  in  which  the  precious  metals 
were  found  belonged  to  the  United  States,  and  were  unsurveyed, 
and  not  open,  by  law,  to  occupation  and  settlement.  Little  was 
known  of  them  further  than  that  they  were  situated  in  the  Sierra 
Nevada  Mountains.  Into  these  mountains  the  immigrants  in  vast 
numbers  penetrated,  occupying  the  ravines,  gulches  and  canyons, 
and  probing  the  earth  in  all  directions  for  the  precious  metals. 
Wherever  they  went,  they  carried  with  them  that  love  of  order 
and  system  and  of  fair  dealing  which  are  the  prominent  charac- 
teristics of  our  people.  In  every  district  they  occupied,  they 
framed  certain  rules  for  their  government,  by  which  the  extent  of 
ground  they  could  severally  hold  for  mining  was  designated,  their 
possessory  right  to  such  ground  secured  and  enforced,  and  contests 
between  them  either  avoided  or  determined.  These  rules  bore  a 
marked  similarity,  varying  in  the  several  districts  only  according 
to  the  extent  and  character  of  the  mines ;  distinct  provisions  being 
made  for  different  kinds  of  mining,  such  as  placer  mining,  quartz 
mining,  and  mining  in  drifts  or  tunnels.    They  all  recognized  dis- 

4  98  U.  8.  453,  25  L.  Ed.  240,  4  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  504.    Italics  oun. 
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covery,  followed  by  appropriation,  as  the  foundation  of  the  pos- 
sessor's title,  and  development  by  working  &s  *he  condition  of  its 
retention.    And  they  were  so  framed  as  to  secure  to  all  comers, 
within  practicable  limits,  absolute  equality  of  right  and  privilege 
in  working  the  mines.     Nothing  but  such  equality  would  have  been 
tolerated  by  the  miners,  who  were  emphatically  the  lawmakers,. as 
respects  mining  upon  the  public  lands  in  the  State.    The  first  ap- 
propriator  was  everywhere  held  to  have,  within  certain  well-defined 
limits,  a  better  right  than  others  to  the  claims  taken  up;  and  in 
all  controversies,  except  as  against  the  government,  he  was  regarded 
as  the  original  owner,  from  whom  title  was  to  be  traced.    But  the 
mines  could  not  be  worked  without  water.    Without  water  the  gold 
would  remain  forever  buried  in  the  earth  or  rock.    To  carry  water 
to  mining  localities,  when  they  were  not  on  the  banks  of  a  stream 
or  lake  became,  therefore,  an  important  and  necessary  business  in 
carrying  on  mining.    Here,  also,  the  first  appropriator  of  water 
to  be  conveyed  to  such  localities  for  mining  or  other  beneficial  pur- 
poses wajs  recognized  as  having,  to  the  extent  of  actual  use,  the 
better  right.    The  doctrines  of  the  common  law  respecting  the 
rights  of  riparian  owners  were  not  considered  as  applicable,  or  only 
in  a  very  limited  degree,  to  the  conditions  of  miners  in  the  nioun- 
tains.     The  waters  of  rivers  and  lakes  were,,  consequently,  carried 
great  distances  in  ditches  and  fiumes,  constructed  with  vast  labor 
and  eaormous  expenditures  of  money,  along  the  sides  of  mountains 
and  through  canyons  and  ravines,  to  supply  communities  engaged 
in  mining,  as  well  as  for  agriculturists  and  ordinary  consumption. 
Numerous  regulations  were  adopted,  or  assumed  to  exist,  from  their 
obvious  justness,  for  the  security  of  these  ditches  and  flumes,  and 
for  the  protection  of  rights  to  water,  not  only  between  diflferent 
appropriators,  but  between  them  and  the  holders  of  mining  claims. 
These  regulations  and  customs  were  appealed  to  in  controversies  in 
the  State  courts,  and  received  their  sanction ;  and  properties  to  the 
value  of  many  millions  rested  upon  them.    For  eighteen  years, 
from  1848  to  1866,  the  regulations  and  customs  of  miners,  as  en- 
forced and  molded  by  the  courts  and  sanctioned  by  the  legislation 
of  the  State,  constituted  the  law  governing  property  in  mines  and 
in  water  on  the  public  mineral  lands.  •  Until  1866,  no  legislation 
was  had  looking  to  a  sale  of  the  mineral  lands.     The  policy  of  the 
eJuntry  had  previously  been,  as  shown  by  the  legislation  of  Con- 
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gress,  to  exempt  such  lands  from  sale.  In  that  year,  the  act,  the 
ninth  section  of  which  we  have  quoted,  was  passed 

"The  Senator  of  Nevada,  Honorable  William  M.  Stewart,  the 
author  of  the  act,  in  advocating  its  passage  in  the  Senate,  spoke 
in  high  praise  of  the  regulations  and  customs  of  miners,  and  por- 
trayed in  glowing  language  the  wonderful  results  that  had  followed 
the  system  of  free  mining  which  had  prevailed  with  the  tacit  consent 
of  the  government.  The  legislature  of  California,  he  said,  had 
wisely  declared  that  the  rules  and  regulations  of  miners  should 
be  received  in  evidence  in  all  controversies  respecting  mining  claims, 
and,  when  not  in  conflict  with  the  constitution  or  laws  of  tbe^State 
or  of  the  United  States,  should  govern  their  determination ;  ^*  and  a 
series  of  wise  judicial  decisions  had  molded  these  regulations  and 
customs  into  'A  comprehensive  system  of  common  law,  embracing 
not  only  mining  law,  properly  speaking,  but  also  regulating  the 
use  of  water  for  mining  purposes. '  The  miner's  law,  he  added,  was 
a  part  of  the  miner's  nature.  He  had  made  it,  and  he  trusted  it 
and  obeyed  it.  He  had  given  the  honest  toil  of  his  life  to  discover 
wealthy  which,  when  found,  was  protected  by  no  higher  law  than 
that  enacted  by  himself,  under  the  implied  sanction  of  a  just  and 
generous  government.^  And  the  act  proposed  continued  the  sys- 
tem of  free  mining,  holding  the  mineral  lands  open  to  exploration 
and  occupation,  subject  to  legislation  by  Congress  and  to  local  rules. 
It  merely  recognized  the  obligation  of  the  government  to  respect 
private  rights  which  had  grown  up  under  its  tacit  consent  and 
approval.  It  proposed  no  new  system,  but  sanctioned,  regulated, 
and  confirmed  a  system  already  established,  to  which  the  people 
were  attached.  (Cong.  Qlobe,  1st  Sess.,  39th  Cong.,  pt.  IV,  pp. 
3225-3228.)" 

The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  further  declared^  about 
the  early  views,  that  some  thought  the  Mexican  law  governed. 
'"Others  believed  that,  whether  this  were  so  or  not,  it  would  be  a 
wise  policy  for  the  government  to  secure  to  itself  a  fair  proportion 
of  the  metal  produced  from  its  own  ground.  But  while  Congress 
delayed  and  hesitated  to  act,  the  swarm  of  enterprising  and  in- 
dustrious citizens  filled  the  country,  and,  before  a  State  could  be 

^  Referring  to  Field's  Act  quoted  which   he   had   so   strenuously   denied 

mpra,  sec.  72.  in  Boggs  v.  Merced  Co. 

*  It  is  noteworthy  that  Judge  Field  ^  Ivanhoe  M.   Co.   v.  Keystone  M*. 

here  adopted  the  "implied  sanction  of  Co.,  102  U.  S.  167,  26  L.  £d.  126,  13 

a    just    and    generous    government"  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  214« 
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organized,  had  become  its  dominating  element,  with  wealth  and 
numbers  and  claims  v/hich  demanded  consideration.  Matters  re- 
mained in  this  condition,  with  slight  exceptioix,  until  the  year  1866, 
when  Congress  passed  a  law  by  which  title  to  mineral  land  might 
be  acquired  from  the  government  at  nominal  prices,  and  by  which 
the  idea  of  a  royalty  on  the  product  of  the  mines  was  forever  re- 
linquished."  ^  That  was  the  purpose  of  the  act  not  only  for  mines, 
but  for  waters  also.  The  agricultural  lands  had  been  formally 
opened  by  the  Homestead  Act ;  the  mines  were  opened  by  the  first 
section  of  the  act  of  1866 ;  and  the  waters  and  rights  of  way  were 
held  free  under  its  ninth  section.  ^'It  was  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  rights  of  appropriators  of  water  for  beneficial  uses  on  the 
public  lands  which  had  vested  and  accrued,  by  virtue  of  local  cus- 
toms, laws,  and  decisions  of  the  courts^  that  the  ninth  section  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  July  26, 1866,  the  substance  of  which  is  included 
in  section  2339  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  was  enacted.  It  was  ap- 
parent to  Congress,  and,  indeed,  to  everyone,  that  neither  local 
customs  nor  State  laws  or  decisions  of  State  courts  could  vest  the 
title  to  public  land  or  water  in  private  individuals  without  the 
sanction  of  the  owner,  viz.,  the  United  States. '** 


7  In  another  case  the  free  develop- 
ment theory  is  set  forth  regarding 
mines,  saying  that  a  patent  adds  little 
to  a  claim  perfected  since  act  of  1866. 
Chambers  v.  Harrington,  111  U.  S. 
350,  4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  428,  28  L.  Ed. 
452.  Free  pasturage  was  also  the 
government  policy  (Camfield  v.  United 
States  (1896),  167  U.  S.  527,  17  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  864,  42  L.  Ed.  260),  until 
changed  by  the  Forest  Service. 

In  speaking  of  the  mining  phase 
of  the  act  an  eminent  writer  relates 
its  purpose  in  the  same  terms  as 
Judge  Field  applied  to  waters:  "By 
the  first  of  these  provisions  [that  au 
the  mineral  lands  of  the  public  domain 
should  be  free  and  open  to  exploration 
and  occupation],  the  government,  for 
the  first  time  in  its  history,  inaugu- 
rated a  fixed  and  definite  legislative 
policy  with  reference  to  its  mineral 
lands.  It  forever  [until  the  very  re- 
cent public  demand  for  the  policy  of 
conservation,  the  policy  of  freedom 
was  regarded  as  fixed  in  the  West 
"forever"]    abandoned    the    idea   of 


exacting  royalties  on  the  products  of 
the  mines,  and  gave  free  license  to  all 
its  citizens,  and  those  who  had  de- 
clared their  intention  to  become  snch, 
to  search  for  the  precious  and  eco- 
nomic minerals  in  the  public  domain, 
and,  when  found,  gave  the  assurance 
of  at  least  some  measure  of  security 
in  possession  and  right  of  enjoyment. 
What  had  th^etofore  been  technically 
a  trespass  became  thenceforward  a 
licensed  privilege,  untrammeled  by 
government  surveillance  or  the  ex- 
action of  burdensome  conditions.  Such 
conditions  as  were  imposed  were  no 
more  onerous  than  those  which  the 
miners  had  imposed  upon  themselves 
by  their  local  systems.  That  such  a 
declaration  of  governmental  policy 
stimulated  and  encouraged  the  develop- 
ment of  the  mining  industry  in  the 
West,  is  a  matter  of  public  history." 
Lindley  on  Mines,  2d  ed.,  sec.  55. 

8  Benton  v.  Johncox,  17  Wash.  277, 
61  Am.  St.  Rep.  912,  49  Pac.  498,  39 
L.  B.  A.  107. 
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§  96.  An  Enactment  of  the  Policy  That  the  Waters  on  Public 
Lands  were  Open  to  Free  Development  Under  Local  Law. — ^It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  the  purpose  of  the  Act  of  1866  (now  sections  2339 
and  2340  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States)  was  to  put 
the  contention  that  the  pioneers  were  trespassers  at  rest  by  ^'ac- 
knowledging" that  they  never  were  trespassers;  that  they  were 
upon  the  lands  of  right  from  the  beginning.  The  Federal  title 
had  never  been  more  than  a  disturbing  technicality  to  the  pioneer, 
and  should  henceforth  remain  nominal  only,  as  a  trustee  who  shall 
resign  when  the  people  come  into  their  own  (such  was  their  idea). 
Congress,  for  the  same  reason  as  the  first  California  decisions 
(namely,  to  confirm  the  doctrine  of  free  development  under  local 
law),  passed  this  act  regarding  waters  and  rights  of  way  (note 
the  wording),  "acknowledging"  that  ** rights"  had  ** vested  and 
accrued"  in  the  locators  already,  even  before  the  statute,  and  ''ac- 
knowledging and  confirming"  the  vested  character  thereof.  The 
water  sections  were  in  substance  the  enactment  of  the  policy  of 
free  development  of  waters  and  righ'ts  of  way  on  public  lahd  under 
local  law — ^the  policy  we  have  traced  among  the  people  and  the 
original  pioneer  decisions;  a  declaration  that  the  pioneers'  rights 
need  no  longer  (and  never  had  needed)  to  "except  the  govern- 
ment." 

(3d  ed.) 

§  97.  Operates  as  a  Orant. — ^The  act  of  1866,  for  all  diversions 
of  water  on  public  land,  declares  a  grant  from  the  United  States 
to  the  appropriator  equalin  force  with,  and  equivalent  to,  a  patent 
to  riparian  land.  The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  called 
the  act  **An  unequivocal  grant."*  The  act  is  entitled,  "An  act 
granting  the  right  of  way  to  ditch  and  canal  owners  through  the 
public  lands,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  became  accepted  as 
merely  a  formal  establishment  of  the  original  pioneer  theory  of  a 
grant  or  general  license  from  the  United  States  to  all  citizens  who 
took  or  should  hereafter  take  possession  of  mines,  waters,  rights 
of  way  or  reservoir  sites  on  public  land,  under  regulations  of  local 
law.  For  many  years  this  explanation  of  the  act  of  1866  as  a 
grant  ran  through  the  Western  reports.^* 

9  Broder  ▼.  Natoma  Water  Co.,  101  lo  Numerous  authorities  to  this  ef- 

V.  8.  274,  275,  25  L.  Ed.  790,'  5  Morr.  feet   are    quoted   in   a   later   chapter. 

Min.  Bep.  33.  Infra,  see.  155.    In  part,  more  techni- 
Wftt«r  Bight*— 8 


I 
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§  98.  Only  Declaratory  of  the  California  Law. — And  in  thus 
declaring  the  theory  of  a  grant,  the  act  added  nothing  new  to  the 
law.  Until  the  act  the  United  States  had  made  no  formal  grant 
to  the  water  users,  it  is  true,  but  the  western  courts  and  people 
had  held  such  a  grant  to  exist  nevertheless,  and  the  act,  rather 
than  establishing  such  a  grant  for  the  first  time,  was  a  declaration 
that  the  courts  and  people  had  been  correct  in  spite  of  the  fact 
The  assertion  of  a  Federal  g^ant  before  the  act  was  a  fiction,  but 
the  act  declared  in  substance,  not  that  it  now  for  the  first  time  sup- 
plied the  grant,  but  that  the  fiction  was  and  always  had  been  the 
true  law. 

That  the  act  introduced  nothing  new,  and  is  only  declaratory 
of  the  theory  of  the  original  law  as,  before  the  statute,  it  always 
existed,*  became  the  express  doctrine  of  Judge  Field  and  the  United 
States  supreme  court.  Through  Field  that  court  said  in  one  case 
that  the  United  States  had  from  the  beginning  encouraged  free 
and  unlimited  use  of  the  public  lands  for  mining  and  thereby,  even 
before  the  act,  ''by  its  silent  acquiescence,  assented  to  the  general 
occupation,"  etc.,**  and  in  Jennison  v.  Kirk,**  quoted  in  a  previous 
section,  said  that  the  act  ''merely  recognized  the  obligation  of  the 
government  to  respect  private  rights  which  had  grown  up  under 
its  tacit  consent  and  approval.  It  proposed  no  new  system,  but 
sanctioned,  regulated,  and  confirmed  a  system  already  established, 
to  which  the  people  were  attached. ''  *^  In  Broder  v.  Natoma  Water 
Co.,**  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  said: 

"We  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  the  established  doctrine  of  this 
court  that  rights  of  miners  who  had  taken  possession  of  mines  and 
worked  and  developed  them,  and  the  rights  of  persons  who  had 
constructed  canals  and  ditches  to  be  used  in  mining  operations  and 


cally,  it  was  a  release  by  a  disseisee 
to  his  disseisors  (although  this  is  only 
an  idea  here  suggested  by  the  way, 
and  it  would  be  only  in  part  ap- 
plicable). 

n  Atchison  v.  Peterson,  20  Wall. 
(87  U.  S.)  507,  22  L.  Ed.  414,  1  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  583. 

12  98  U.  S.  453,  25  L.  Ed.  240,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Eep.  504,  quoted  supra, 
sec.  95. 

13  After  the  act  of  1866  Judge 
Field  thus  modified  his  views  about 
the  pioneers  having  been  trespassers 
as  he  had  formerly  held  in  Boggs  v. 


Merced  (supra,  sec.  86).  He  there 
said  the  miners  could  have  no  rights 
because  the  government  had  reserved 
its  mineral  lands;  here  he  adopts  the 
miners'  view  that  this  reservation  was 
not  against  them,  but  for  them,  "to 
encourage  their  free  and  unlimited 
use";  and  he  here  also  accepts  the 
tacit  consent  or  license  which  he  had 
rejected  in  the  Boggs  case. 

14  101  U.  S.  274,  25  L.  Ed.  790,  5 
Morr.  M,in.  Rep.  33.  Note  that  there 
is  an  error  in  the  report  in  the  Law- 
yers' Edition  reprint. 
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for  purposes  of  agricultural  irrigation,  in  the  region  where  such 
artificial  use  of  the  water  was  an  absolute  necessity,  are  rights 
which  the  government  had,  by  its  conduct,  recognized  and  encour- 
aged and  teas  hound  to  protect  before  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
1S66,  and  that  the  section  of  the  act  which  we  have  quoted  was 
rather  a  voluntary  recognition  of  a  pre-existing  right  of  possession 
constituting  a  valid  claim  to  its  continued  use,  than  the  establish- 
ment of  a  new  one."  In  this  case  an  1853  appropriation  was  held 
to  prevail  against  an  1864  railway  grant  of  land,  made  before  the 
act  of  1866,  and  the  court  expressly  said,  *'We  do  not  think  that, 
defendant  is  under  the  necessity  of  relying  on  that  statute/*  The 
railway  grant  had  contained  a  clause  excepting  **any  lawful  claim," 
and  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  held  a  ditch  and  an 
appropriation  of  water  to  be  a  lawful  claim  against  the  United  States 
itself  even  before  the  act  of  1866.^'  And  this  has  since  been  the 
general  ruling. ^^ 

Thus  Congress  and  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  finally 
joined  with  the  supreme  court  of  California  in  holding  that  the 
pioneers  (the  appropriatbrs)  had  not  been  trespassers;  that  the 
doctrine  of  appropriation  wag  founded  on  the  theory  that  the  public 
domain  was  open  to  free  development  under  local  law,  and  that 
an  appropriator  is,  and  always  was,  a  grantee  of  the  United  States 
of  rights  of  way  and  of  waters  diverted  on  public  land  of  equal 
dignity  with  a  patentee  of  land,  and  if  prior  in  time  will,  and  al- 
ways would,  prevail  hgainst  a  later  patent  to  riparian  land;  not 
merely  a  right  of  possession  against  later  mere  appropriators,  but 
title  against  the  world  as  a  grant  from  the  United  States  of  an  in- 
terest in  fee  in  the  public  land. 

Whatever  this  may  have  lacked  in  logic  or  legal  reasoning  is 
made  up  by  the  fact  that  it  actually  triumphed  and  became  a  fact 
of  history.  Until  the  act  of  1866,  Congress  had  never  made  an 
actual  grant,  but  nevertheless,  during  the  preceding  years,  under 
the  rulings  of  the  courts  and  acceptance  of  the  people,  rights  in 


15  See  Van  Djke  ▼.  Midnight  Sun 
Co.  (Alaska),   177   Fed.   90. 

"The  construction  given  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  resen-ation  [in  Broder 
T.  W.  Co.]  of  course  implies  that 
those  who  appropriated  lands  or 
waters  on  the  public  lands,  prior  to 
the  acts  of  1864  and  1866,  had  not 
hten  treated  by  the  government  in 
those  acts  as  mere  tf  espassers,  but  as 


there  by  license."  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69 
Cal.  255,  at  347,  4  Pac.  919,  10  Pac. 
674.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be 
noted  that  the  opinion  in^ux  v.  Hag- 
gin  contains  some  expressions  of  a 
contrary  tendency.  The  act  of  1864 
referred  to  is  the  Pacific  Railway 
grant  and  ripht  of  way  act. 
10  Infra,   sec.    257. 
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the  public  domain  as  to  mines  and  rights  of  way  and  waters  were 
acquired  and  became  vested  against  thie  world  under  the  fictitious 
grant  deduced  from  its  silence.  In  this  the  public  land  law  of  the 
pioneers  was  an  illegitimate  thing,  but  it  was  the  law  in  practice  ; 
the  act  of  1866  legitimated  it  and  this  legitimation  related  back  to 
its  birth  and  continued  for  the  future.  It  is  a  clear  case  where  the 
law  was  evolved  from  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  molded  by  cir- 
cumstances pressing  it  now  one  way,  then  the  other ;  the  growth  of 
two  wars  and  the  winning  of  desert  and  wilderness  and  the  peopling 
of  a  continent,  more  potent  than  closeted  logic. 

(3d  6d.) 

§  99.    Oonclnsion. — The  act  of  1866  gave  the  formal  sanction 

of  the  United  States  fo  the  prevailing  theory  of  a  grant  to  the 
holders  of  existing  rights  upon  public  land,  which  mdeed  was  its 
primary  object ;  for  the  statute  had  in  view  chiefly  appropriations 
already  made  rather  than  future  ones,  and  the  protection  of  exist- 
ing rights  on  public  land  against  the  United  States  itself  (by  the 
act  of  1866)  and  against  its  later  riparian  patentees  (by  the  enact- 
ment of  1870)  was  the  primary  object.  Those  rights  had  been 
built  up  in  reliance  upon  the  tacit  acquiescence  of  the  United 
States,  the  true  owner  of  the  lands  and  (under  the  assumption  of 
those  days)  waters  on  which  appropriations  Mf^re  made,  and  these 
statutes  acquiesced  therein  expressly,  ''a  voluntary  recognition  of  a 
pre-existing  right  rather  than  the  establishment  of  a  new  one.*'  " 

It  further  provided  the  same  method  for  acquiring  water-rights 
on  public  land  in  the  future;  a  vindication  of  the  existing  system 
for  the  future  as  well  as  for  the  past ;  as  to  which  the  following  very 
recent  expression  is  one  of  many  filling  the  "Western  reports:  "The 
doctrine  of  appropriation  thus  established  was  not  a  temporary 
thing,  but  was  bom  of  the  necessities  of  the  country  and  its  people, 
was  the  growth  of  years,  permanent  in  ita  character,  and  fixed  the 
status  of  water-rights  with  respect  to  public  lands,"  and  it  was 
held  that  the  act  is  in  force  for  the  waters  of  Alaska.^®    Appro- 


17  Osgood  V.  Water  Co.,  56  Cal. 
571,  5  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  37;  Lux  v. 
Haggin,  69. Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674; 
Broder  v.  Xatoma  Water  Co.,  101  U. 
S.  274,  25  L.  Ed.  790,  5  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  33;  Jacob  v.  Day,  111  Cal.  578, 
44  Pac.  243;  Pomeroj  on  Riparian 
Bights,  sees.  17,  28. 

18  Van  Dyke  v.  Midnight  Sun  M. 
Co.,  177  Fed.  90. 


"It  has,  as  we  interpret  this  law, 
authorized  any  person  wishing  to  con- 
struct a  canal  or  ditch  for  mining  or 
agricultural  purposes  to  construct  it 
over  any  public  land,"  and  nothing 
more  is  required  than  that  the  land  is 
public  and  that  the  ditch  is  con- 
structed. Hobart  v.  Ford,  6  Nev.  77, 
15  Morr.  Min.  BeD.  236;  accord,  Jacob 
V.  Lorenz,  98  Cal  832,  33  Pac  119. 
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priaton  of  water  on  public  land  to-day,  at  least  in  the  States  fol- 
lowing the  California  system,  always  claim  to  deraign  title  ulti- 
mately under  the  act  of  1866.** 

But  as  we  proceed  we  must  remember  that  it  was  wholly  public 
land  law,  involving  solely  rights  in  the  unoccupied  public  domain. 
In  this  regard  there  is,  in  the  section  in  question  of  the  act  of  1866, 
a  proviso  requiring  payment  of  damages  to  settlers  for  injury  by 
appropriators.  As  below  mentioned,  the  proviso  was  probably  de- 
claratory, for  possessory  riparian  land  claimants,  of  what  Lux  v. 
Haggin  later  laid  dovm  for  riparian  patentees.^ 

u  Loz  ▼.  Haggin,  69  Cal  255,  at         20  Infra,  Bees.  221,  228,  ditches  on 
339, 10  Pae.  674.  priyate  land. 

U  100^107.     (Blank  numbers.) 
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HISTORICAL  REVIEW    (CONTINUED)— FROM  THE   ACT 

OP  1866  TO  THE  PRESENT. 

A.     THE  PUBLIC  LAND  QUESTION  LAID  AT  BEST. 

i  108.     The  Federal  policy  settled. 
§  109.     Early  State  legislation. 
§  110.     New  questions. 

B.     THE   CONFLICT   OVEB  BIPABIAN  BIGHTS. 

§  111.  Private  title  to  land  and  new  industries. 

§  112.  The  law  and  irrigation. 

§  112a.  Same. 

§  113.  Biparian  rights  before  Lux  y.  Haggin. 

§  114.  Same. 

§  115.  Lux  v.- Haggin. 

§  116.  Besult  of  Lux  v.  Haggin. 

§  117.  Biparian  rights  upheld  in  ten  States  and  Territories. 

§  118.  Biparian  rights  rejected  in  eleven  States  and  Territories. 

§  119.  Same — "Landowner"  statute. 

§  120.  Same — Collateral  results  of  the  rejection. 

§  121.  In  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States. 

§  122.  Same. 

C.    LATER  AND  BECENT  STATE  LEGISLATION. 

§  123.  Public  service  declared  under  State  control. 

§  124.  Water  codes. 

§  125.  Same — (Legislation  in  1911). 

§  126.  Effect  of  this  legislation  on  riparian  rights. 

§  127.  Irrigation  districts — Wright  Act. 

D.     LATEB  AND  BECENT  FEDEBAL  LEGISLATION. 

§  128.  Desert  Land  Act. 

%  129.  Same — Hough  v.  Porter. 

§  130.  Same — New  Oregon  doctrine  based  on  the  Desert  Land  Act. 

§  131.  Federal  Right  of  Way  Acts. 

§  132.  Carey  Act. 

§  133.  National  Irrigation  Act. 

I  134.  Water  Users'  Association. 

{  135.  Other  Federal  legislation. 

fi  136.  Becent  revival  of  discussion  of  Federal  policy. 

S  137.  Conservation. 
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B.    THE  rUTURE. 

i  138.    Future  of  the  system  of  appropriation. 

I  139.    Transitionary  state  of  the  law  of  appropriation  within  itself. 

f  140.    Converging  of  appropriation  and  riparian  rights. 

f  141.    Statement  of  the  doctrine  of  appropriation. 

§  142.    Conclusion. 

SS  143-150.     (Blank  numbers.) 

'  A.     THE  PUBLIC  LAND  QUESTION  LAID  AT  REST. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  108.  The  Federal  Policy  Settled.— The  act  of  1366  secured 
to  the  pioneers  their  existing  rights  in  real  property  in  mines, 
rights  of  way  and  waters  appropriated  from  the  public  domain, 
and  settled  the  same  system  for  their  free  acquisition  in  the 
future;  ^  and  the  question  of  governmental  policy  was  never  there- 
after important  until,  at  the  time  of  this  writing,  the  Policy  of 
Conservation  has  again  brought  it  to  public  attention.  From  the 
year  1866  to  the  year  1908  the  Federal  policy  of  free  development 
of  water-rights  by  appropriation  upon  the  public  lands  under 
local  rules  had  become  so  settled  a  part  of  'Hhe  law  of  the  realm" 
in  the  West,  that,  as  will  appear  hereafter,  the  newer  States  (and 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States)  forgot  its  origin,  and 
now  regard  it  as  a  matter  of  course,  inherent  in  local  law,  deny- 
ing that  Congress  gave  or  can  take  away  or  modify.  ^ 

The  act  of  1866  enacted  a  policy,  and  the  essence  of  it  was  got 
into  three  sentences.  It  was  a  formal  expression  of  the  people's 
own  way  of  thinking,  nothing  more;  brought  nothing  into  life  (if 
legislation  ever  did  or  can),  but  gave  security  to  the  life  the  people 
were  already  leading.  That  life  thereafter,  as  railroads  were  built 
and  cities  and  new  communities  founded,  went  into  the  New  West, 
whose  name  became  the  word  for  what  was  most  intensely  Ameri- 
can. Each  new  State  as  it  was  admitted  pointed  to  the  resources 
that  should  build  the  greatness  of  the  future  within  its  borders. 
The  *' Dower  of  the  People"  and  *'the  State's  Heritage,"  they 
called  the  public  domain:  a  great  Horn  of  Plenty,  in  which 
everyone  who  came,  especially  the  poor  and  homeless,  should 
.find   something    there    for   himself;    the    only    price    being    in- 

1  The  act  of  1866  was  simplx  a  di-  said  in  a  case  holding  that  a  mining 

Tcet  and  positixe  recognition  on  the  claim   located   before    1866   prevailed 

part  of  the  government  of  these  rights  against    an    agricultaral    patent    (is- 

and  a  gnaranty  of  a  eontinnanee  of  sued  in  1870).     Gold  Hill  Co.  v.  Ish, 

the  same  policy  in  the  futue,  it  is  6  Or.  104,  11  Morr.  Min.  JEtep.  635. 
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dustry  and  intelligence,  the  reward  being  a  competence  and  inde- 
pendent prosperity  for  all,  with  even  wealth  and  fortune  for  the 
lucky  (for  they  did  not  deny  wealth  too) ;  these  and  like  words 
filled,  during  the  decades  following  the  act  of  1866,  the  opinions 
of  judges  and  resolutions  of  legislators,  no  less  than  the  daily 
newspaper  editorial  and  the  Fourth  of  July  oration.  Indeed,  most 
States  put  the  *'free  development"  theory  into  their  constitutions 
or  statutes  by  providing,  *'The  right  to  appropriate  unappropri^ 
ated  water  shall  never  be  denied,"  or  words  to  the  same  effect.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  109.  Early  State  Legislation. — Shortly  after  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress of  1866  and  1870  went  into  effect,  California  adopted  its 
codes  (1872).  In  the  Civil  Code  thirteen  sections^  were  devoted  to 
this  subject — a  perfectly  valid  field  for  State  legislation  within  oon* 
stitutional  limitations  upon  the  legislative  power  of  .a  State.^  In  the 
mining  law,  subject  to  the  paramount  power  of  Congress,  the 
States  have,  from  the  earliest  days,  legislated  regarding  the  public 
domain,  whatever  may  be  the  source  of  their  right  so  to  do.  Re- 
garding water,  it  has,  however,  been  said  to  be  a  part  of  the  State's 
police  power .'^  At  all  events,  Congress  had  stepped  aside,  by  the  act 
of  1866,  and  there  now  opened  the  era  of  l^tate  legislation  which  has 
c(^tinued  to  the  present  day.  No  substantial  innovations  were 
made  by  the  California  Civil  Code,  and  the  California  code  merely 
settles,  in  legislative  form,  the  decisions  of  the  courts  already 
made;  a  crystallization  of  the  law  of  appropriation,  superseding 


s  For  example: 

Colorado. — "The  right  to  divert  un* 
appropriated  waters  of  anj  natural 
stream  for  beneficial  nses  shall  never 
be  denied."  Colo.  Const.,  art.  16,  see. 
6.  This  ''guarantees  in  the  strongest 
terms  the  right  of  diversion  and 
appropriation  for  beneficial  uses." 
Wheeler  v.  Northern  Colo.  Irr.  Co., 
10  Colo.  587,  8  Am,  Qt.  Eep.  603,  17 
Pac.  487. 

Idaho, — Const.,  art*  15,  sec  3; 
Stats.  1905,  e.  23,  52b. 

Nebraska, — Comp.  Stats.  1903,  sec. 
6451;  Cobbey's  Stats.,  sec.  6797; 
Laws  1895,  c.  6d,  p.  260,  see.  43. 

New  Mexico, — ^Laws  1905,  p.  270, 
sec.  1. 

North  Dakota, — ^Laws  1905,  e.  84, 
sec.  1;  Bev.  Codes  (1905),  see.  7604. 


South  Dakota,— 'lAWB  1905  and  1907 
(see  infra,  Part  VIII). 

Wyoming, — Const.,  art.  8,  sec.  3. 

This  list  is  probablj  not  complete. 

See  Clark  v.  Nash,  198  U.  8.  361, 
25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  676,  49  L.  Ed.  1085, 
4  Ann.  Cas.  1171,  as  to  how  far  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States 
has  gone  in  holding  the  development 
of  the  West  to  be  of  the  utmost  pub- 
lic interest. 

s  Sections  1410-1422. 

4  Lux  V.  Hapgin,  69  Cal.  255,  10 
Pac.  674;  Gutierres  v.  Albuquerque 
etc.  Co.,  188  U.  S.  545,  23  Sup.  Ct. 
Bep.  338,  47  L.  Ed.  588. 

B  White  V.  Farmers*  etc  Co.,  22 
Colo.  191,  43  Pac.  1028,  31  L.  R.  A. 
828;  Kansas  v.  Colorado,  206  U.  S. 
46. 
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the  miners'  customs  and  rules,  which  thereafter  ceased  to  have 
any  operative  force  in  the  California  law  of  waters.  No  new  rules 
were  ineorporated  except  in  minor  details  that  will  be  hereafter 
noted.* 

In  one  or  two  instances  the  principle  of  priority  of  appropriation 
of  waters  upon  public  land  passed  into  legislative  enactment  as 
a  statement  of  the  decisions  before  the  adoption  of  the  California 
codes.  In  Wyoming  the  territorial  legislature  in  1869  passed  a 
law,  declaratory  of  the  California  decisions,  for  the  development 
of  the  mining  resources  of  the  territory,  and  provided  in  that  act 
tor  placing  and  recording  notices  of  claims  for  ditches  ahd  water 
privileges;  and  requiring  the  completion  of  such  ditches  within 
a  certain  time  after  filing  notice.^  *After  the  enactment  of  the 
California  Civil  Code,  statutes  were  passed  in  other  States  gener- 
ally copying  its  provisions  upon  appropriation  of  water.*  The  first 
legislation  was  generally  modeled  upon  the  California  law  as  rep- 
resented by  the  decisions  of  the  California  court  and  formulated 
in  the  Civil  Code.  In  Nebraska,  the  rule  was  not  enforced  until 
recently.* 

Smce  the  enactment  of  the  California  Civil  Code  there  has  been 
(for  reasons  hereafter  appearing)  practically  no  legislation  in 
California,  though  Professor  Pomeroy  wrote  his  work  on  Riparian 
Bights  to  urge  it.  The  State  legislation  in  California  since  then 
has  been  chiefly  devoted  to  irrigation  districts,  leaving  the  law  of 
waters  in  general  untouched.  But  more  recently  there  has  been 
extensive  legislation  in  most  of  the  other  States,  and  legislation 
was  revived  again  in  California  in  1911. 

As  a  rule,  as  will  appear  hereafter,  the  State  legislation  has  its 
basis  in  the  policy  of  free  development.^^ 


*  Pomeroy  on  ^parian  Bights,  89; 
Blanchard  and  Weeks  on  Mining 
dtimi  and  Water  Rights,  696.  See 
M/m»  see.  361  et  seq. 

T  Uws  1869,  pp.  310,  311.  e.  22, 
Wfs.  15-17;  WiUey  v.  Decker,  11  Wyo. 
496,  100  Am.  St.  Bep.  939,  73  Pac. 
210. 

9  Infra,  see.  361  et  seq. 

•  Meng  ▼.  Coffey,  67  Neb.  500, 
108  Am.  St.  Rep.  697,  93  N.  Vf.  715, 
60.L.  R.  A.  910,  saying:  "Irrigation 
is  Tery  yonng  in  this  State,  as  the 
Kni-arid  portions  did  not  begin  to  be 
settled  tin  abont  1880." 

10  In  the  Senate  Committee  on  Pat- 
lie  Uttds,  Feb.  16,  1910,  it  was  said : 


Senator  Nelson,  of  Minnesota:  '1)o 
the  States  charge  anything  for  the 
use  of  the  water  t"  Senator  Clark, 
of  Wyoming:  •*They  do  not."  Sena- 
tor Smoot,  of  Utah:  "My  State  does 
not  charge  a  cent."  Senator  Hughes, 
of  Colorado:  "The  constitution  of  my 
State  says  that  it  shall  be  free."  The 
Chairman:  "Does  any  State  make  a 
charge!"  Senator  Chamberlain,  of 
Oregon:  "If  anybody  in  Oregon  ap- 
propriates water,  he  must  develop  it 
within  a  certain  time  or  lose  it."  The 
Chairman:  "But  if  he  develops  it  in 
that  time,  does  the  State  charge  T" 
Senator  Chamberlain:  "It  makes  a 
small  charge." 
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the  question,  Mr.  Justice  Holmes  recently  said  in  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  regarding  the  doctrine  of  riparian 
rights:  ''Such  a  limitation  would  substitute  accident  for  a  rule 
based  upon  economic  considerations,  and  an  effort,  adequate  or 
not,  to  get  the  greatest  use  from  all  available  land";  **  while  Mr. 
Justice  Brewer,^®  in  words  which  run  through  the  Western  reports, 
says  that  under  the  law  of  prior  appropriation  barrenness  disap- 
pears and  the  desert  becomes  a  garden,  blossoming  like  the  rose.*^ 
In  the  rest  of  the  Western  States,^*  the  courts  have  been  equally 
positive  that  the  doctrine  of  riparian  rights  is  a  beneficial  one  for 
private  land  and  that  the  law  of  appropriation  is  a  system  to  be 
viewed  with  alarm.  In  California,^  the  court  says  that  it  would  not 
require  a  prophetic  vision  to  see  that  the  law  of  appropriation  alone 
would  result  in  a  monopoly  of  the  waters  of  the  State  by  a  few 
individuals.  In  a  very  recent  case  the  California,  court,  under 
circumstances  involving  percolating  water  where  they  were  totally 
unbound  by  precedent,  brought  in  the  riparian  doctrine  de  novo 
as  imperatively  demanded  by  conditions.^  In  Montana,**  the  chief 
justice  said  that  the  common  law  of  riparian  rights  is  best  adapted 
to  irrigation,  saying:  ** Water  for  irrigation  in  this  country  as 
naturally  belongs  to  the  lands  through  which  the  stream  passes,  in 
certain  proportions,  as  in  other  countries  it  belongs  to  the  land 
to  supply  the  necessities  of  life."  And  he  further  says:  ''Is  it 
not  the  true  policy  of  this  Territory  to  erect  such  a  system  of  laws 
here  as  shall  distribute  our  short  supply  of  water  to  the  best  advan- 
tage to  all  our  people!  The  common  law  applied  to  this  country 
is  ample  and  sufficient  to  secure  this  much  desired  end";  and 
after  setting  forth  objections  to  the  doctrine  of  appropriation,  closes 


Ed.  056,  Theodore  A.  Bell,  member  of 
Congress  from  California;  J.  C. 
Needham,  member  of  Congress  from 
California;  Henry  C.  Elansbrough, 
United  States  Senator  from  North 
Dakota;  Alexander  Oswald  Brodie, 
former  governor  of  Arizona;  Francis 
E.  Warren,  United  States  Senator 
from  Wyoming;  Joseph  M.  Carey, 
formerly  U.  S.  Senator  from  Wyom- 
ing, and  many  engineers  testified  to 
their  opinion  of  the  ruinous  effect  of 
the  common  law  on  irrigation. 

18  Boquillas  etc.  Co.  v.  Curtis,  215 
U.  S.  339,  29  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  495,  53 
L.  Ed.  822. 

19  Kansas  v.  Colorado,  206  U.  S.  46, 
27  L.  Ed,  655,  51  L.  Ed.  956. 


20  Quotations  to  this  effect  eonld 
be  repeated  from  all  the  States  given 
below,  which  reject  the  doctrine  of 
riparian  rights  in  toto.  See,  further, 
the  quotations  in  Willey  v.  Decker,  11 
Wyo.  496,  100  Am.  St.  Rep.  939,  73 
Pac.  210,  given  infra,  sec.  168. 

21  See  list,  sec.  117,  below. 

22  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  at 
309,  10  P)ac.  674,  quoted  infra,  sec. 
1015. 

23  Miller  ▼.  Bay  aties  W.  Co.,  157 
Cal.  256,  107  Pac.  115,  27  L.  B.  A., 

N.  S.,  772. 

24  Thorp  V.  Freed,  1  Mont,  651, 
Wade,  C.  J. 
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his  opinion:  ''And  all  these  consequences,  so  disastrous  in  any 
view,  are  to  be  visited  upon  Montana,  that  a  few  individuals  may 
have  what  does  not  now,  and  never  did,  belong  to  them.*'^  In 
Nebraska,^  the  court  arraigns  the  unrestricted  law  of  appropria- 
tion, and  says  it  breeds  monopolies;  leads  to  antagonism,  strife, 
dissension,  gross  exactions,  abuses;  is  detrimental  to  the  public 
welfare;  has  given  rise  to  interminable  litigation.  Professor  Pom- 
eroy  said:  **The  doctrine  of  prior  appropriation  is  completely  at 
war  with  a  system  which  recognizes,  harmonizes,  and  protects  the 
rights  of  all  parties  in  the  State."  ^ 

These  statements  so  far  quoted  are  in  the  nature  of  a  cross- 
complaint,  or  recrimination,  so  to  speak.  By  way  of  reply  to  the 
assertion  that  the  common  law  is  inapplicable  to  conditions  where 
irrigation  is  necessary,  it  is  said  in  Nebraska:^  ^'A  great  deal  of 
what  has  been  urged  upon  us  as  demonstrating  the  inapplicability 
of  the  rules  of  the  common  law  upon  this  head  to  conditions  in 
Nebraska  proceeds  upon  an  erroneous  impression  of  the  nature 
and  purpose  of  such  rules.  Nor  do  we  believe  that  the  common- 
law  rule  of  equality  among  riparian  owners,  administered  liber- 
ally with  respect  to  the  circumstances  of  particular  localities,  is 
necessarily  prohibitive  of  iirrigation  anywhere.  If  we  bear  in  mind 
wherein  the  essential  doctrine  of  the  common  law  on  this  subject 
consists,  we  doubt  whether  a  more  equitable  starting  point  for  a 
system  of  irrigation  law  may  be  found."  And  in  another  case,* 
the  same  court  says:  ''But  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  common-law 
role  of  riparian  ownership  is  inconsistent  with  the  use  of  water 
for  irrigation  purposes,  for,  as  we  shall  see  later  on,  the  right  to 
the  use  of  water  for  irrigation  purposes  is  one  of  the  elements  of 


^  He  desired  to  refuse  to  aUow 
tbe  law  of  appropriation  any  recogni- 
tion whatever  for  irrigation;  that  is, 
to  apply  the  common  law  alone  and 
reject  the  doctrine  of  appropriation 
it  ioto  as  concerns  irrigation. 

1  Pirmers'  Irr.  Dist.  ▼.  Frank,  72 
Xeb.  136,  100  N.  W.  286. 

2  Pomeroy  on  Riparian  Rights,  sec. 
160.  In  another  place  (page  264) 
hesajs:  "As  Colorado  and  these  Ter- 
ritories become  more  fully  settled,  es- 
p<H!iaUy  by  an  agricultural  pot)uIation, 
tbis  system  of  water  regulation  wiH 
ineritably  give  rise  to  an  enormous 
amoont  ot  trouble,  controversy,  and 
litigation.  It  is  impossible  to  con- 
tem  of  legislation  tiding  more  than 


this  to  create  strifes,  conflicts,  and 
breaches  of  the  peace.  The  right  of 
prior  appropriation  on  the  public 
streams  was  a  most  fruitful  cause  of 
litigation  in  California,  as  is  shown  by 
the  great  number  of  reported  cases; 
but  this  is  a  feeble  illustration  of  tbe 
litigation  and  controversy  which  must 
arise  from  the  statutes  of  Colorado 
and  of  the  various  Territories  when 
they  come  into  full  operation  upon  an 
increasing  population." 

8  Meng  V.  Coffey,  67  Neb.  500,  108 
Am.  St.  Rep.  697,  93  N.  W.  715,  60 
L.  R.  A.  910. 

*  Crawford  v.  Hathaway,  67  Xob. 
325,  108  Am.  St.  R<>p.  647,  93  N.  W. 
781,  60  L.  R.  A.  889. 
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property  belonging  to  the  riparian  owner  Along  with  that  of  its 
use  for  domestic  and  water-power  purposes."  And  in  Washing- 
ton i*^  **Now,  the  common-law  doctrine  declaratory  of  riparian 
rights,  as  now  generally  understood  by  the  courts,  is  not,  in  our 
judgment,  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  or  laws  of  the  United 
States  or  of  this  State.  Nor  is  it  incompatible  with  the  condition 
of  society  in  this  State,  unless  it  can  be  said  that  the  right  of  an 
individual  to  use  and  enjoy  his  own  property  is  incompatible  with 
our  condition — a  proposition  to  which,  we  apprehend,  no  one  would 
assent  for  a  moment."® 

The  Oregon  court  has  recently  taken  an  intermediate  position, 
saying  that  the  common  law  of  riparian  rights  is  better  adapted 
to  domestic  uses,  though  exclusive  rights  by  priority  of  appropria- 
tion are  better  for  irrigation,  mining  and  manufacturing ;  but  as  to 
domestic  uses,  declares  that  an  abrogation  of  riparian  rights  would 
be  against  the  public  welfare.'^ 

In  Texas  there  is  a  different  rule  for  diflPerent  parts  of  the  State,* 
but  in  California  the  court  said:®  **It  is  said,  it  should  be  held 
that  the  streams  in  the  more  arid  portions  of  California  may  be 
entirely  diverted  by  the  prior  appropriator,  as  against  those  below, 
and  that  the  common-law  rights  of  riparian  proprietors  should  pre- 
vail in  the  regions  in  which  the  climate  more  nearly  resembles  that 
of  other  States  where  the  common-law  rule  is  enforced.  The  arid- 
ity of  the  soil  and  air  being  made  the  test,  the  greater  the  aridity 
the  greater  the  injury  done  to  the  riparian  proprietors  below  by 
the  entire  diversion  of  the  stream,  and  the  greater  the  need  of 
the  riparian  proprietor,  the  stronger  the  reason  for  depriving  him 
of  the  water.  It  would  hardly  be  a  satisfactory  reason  for  de- 
priving riparian  lands  of  all  benefit  from  the  flow  that  they  would 
thereby  become  utterly  unfit  for  cultivation  or  pasturage,  while 


6  Benton  v.  Johncox,  17  Wash.  277, 
61  Am.  St.  Rep.  912,  49  Pac.  498,  39 
L.  R.  A.  107. 

8  "But  suppose  that  decision  should 
necessitate  the  adoption  of  the  com- 
mon law  respecting  the  manner  in 
which  running  water  may  be  used  by 
those  having  the  right  to  it;  although 
it  may  operate  unjustly  in  some  cases,^ 
still,  as  a  general  rule,  none  more  just' 
and  reasonable  can  be  adopted  for  this 
rotate.  It  is  a  rule  which  gives  the 
greatest  right  to  the  greatest  number, 


authorizing  each  to  make  a  rcasonabU 
use  of  it,  providing  he  does  no  injury 
to  the  others  equally  entitled  to  it 
with  himself."  Van  Sickle  v.  Haines, 
7  Xev.  249,  15  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  201. 
Since  overruled. 

7  Hough  V.  Porter  (1909),  51  Or. 
318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  af- 
firmed, 102  Pac.  728. 

8  Infra,  sec.  117. 

0  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  10 
Pac.  674. 
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nrach  of  the  water  diverted  must  necessarily  be  dissipated.*®  No 
precise  line  of  separation  between  the  regions  so  characterized  is 
pointed  out,  and  the  attempted  classification  is  itself  somewhat 
ancertain  and  indefinite.  It  would  seem  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  law,  derived  from  the  same  sources,  is  the  same  every- 
where in  California Whatever  is  the  general  law  bearing 

on  the  subject,  it  is  the  same  everywhere  within  the  limits  of  the 
State."" 


(3d  ed.) 

§  112a.  Same. — The  first  thing  that  strikes  attention  in  this  con- 
flict of  opinion  is  thus  expressed  by  the  Nebraska  court:  ^^  '*In  all 
States  whrch,  like  our  own,  are  but  partially  arid,  the  common  law 
is  in  force.  The  States  holding  to  the  contrary  rule  are  wholly 
within  the  arid  regions."  The  relative  merits  of  the  two  systems 
wonld  appear  to  depend  on  the  relative  scarcity  of  water  where 
the  systems  are  to  be  applied. 

The  reason  for  the  diflPerence  may  lie  somewhat  deeper.  Cali- 
fornia, where  the  common  law  is  (legally  speaking)  in  force  for 
private  lands  (as  well  as  appropriation  for  public  land),  is  as  arid 
in  some  parts  as  are  any  of  the  other  States.  ^^  In  one  case,^*  speak- 
ing of  certain  California  land,  it  was  said:  ''The  water  was  so 
scarce  that  the  land  was  liable  to  dry  up  and  blow  away. ' '  Aridity 
is,  however,  outside  of  California,  a  characteristic  of  the  pioneer 
regions  to-day;  or  rather,  because  entirely  arid,  certain  of  the 
interior  States  are  sparsely  settled  and  not  largely  developed.    Be- 


»  Where  riparian  rights  are  reject- 
^.  the  law  of  appropriation  is  not 
relaxed  on  this  account,  and  iiT  is 
CO  argument  that  the  diversion  'ieaves 
these  lands  valueless  and  of  no  bene- 
fit for  the  only  and  natural  uses  to 
whifh  the  J  could  be  applied."  That 
is  held  not  to  be  material.  Stern- 
t^rger  v.  Seaton  etc.  Co.  (1909),  45 
'"lo.  401,  102  Pac.  168.  Compare 
<a«aiie  Co.  v.  Empire  Co.  (Colo.), 
hi  Fed.  1011. 

^  To  the  same  effect,  Meng  v.  Cof- 
'ey.  67  Neb.  500,  108  Am.  St.  Rep. 
«i:,  93  N.  W.  715,  60  L.  B.  A.  910. 

But  see,  in  Washin&^ton,  infra,  sec. 
C55. 

>2  Menjf  V.  Coffey,  67  Neb.  500, 
'•'S  Am.  8t.  Rep.  697,  93  N.  W.  713, 
6y  L.  R.  A.  910. 


13  The  portion  of  the  public  do- 
main lying  between  the  ninety-ninth 
meridian  of  longitude  west  from 
Greenwich  and  the  Pacific  Ocean  is 
arid,  and  generally  incapable  of  culti- 
vation except  by  means  of  irrigation; 
that  region  embraces  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  geographical  area  of 
the  United  States,  and  comprises  New 
Mexico,  Arizona,  Colorado,  Wyoming, 
Utah,  Idaho,  Montana  and  Nevada 
and  large  portions  of  the  States  of 
Oregon,  California,  Nebraska,  Kansas, 
and  Texas  and  of  the  Territories  of 
Washington  and  Dakota.  Willey  v. 
Decker,  11  Wyo.  496,  100  Am.  St. 
Rep.  939,  73  Pac.  210. 

14  Hewitt  V.  Storv,  64  Fed.  510, 
12  C.  C.  A.  250,  30  L.  R.  A.  265.' 
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yond  the  matter  of  aridity  is  the  more  fundamental  consideration 
that  the  law  of  appropriation  is  a  pioneer  doctrine,  one  to  fit  the 
development  of  sparsely  settled  and  rough  regions  of  any  kind. 
Where  there  are  few  riparian  proprietors  and  the  region  is  new 
and  unsettled  public  land,  the  rule  of  ''first  come  first  served"  is 
eminently  the  system  to  accomplish  settlement  and  development, 
while  the  restriction  of  use  to  riparian  lands  when  the  riparian 
lands  have  been  little  taken  up  impedes  that  much-desired  result. 
On  the  other  hand,  in  regions  more  closely  settled,  where  the 
riparian  lands  have  been  more  fully  taken  up,  and  the  small  hold- 
ings of  land  under  private  title  are  many,  and  the  important  enter- 
prises are  not  merely  a  few  on  a  large  scale — ^in  such  regions  the 
restriction  to  riparian  lands  is  in  the  interest  of  a  whole  dommunity 
(the  riparian  public),  while  the  rule  of  ''reasonable  use"  upon 
correlative  lines,  each  riparian  owner  being  required  to  adjust  his 
use  to  the  equality  in  right  of  his  neighbor,  has  more  element  of 
justice  than  to  exalt  the  first  user  over  all  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity. For  the  more  settled  communities,  or  for  adjustment  of 
rights  upon  the  host  of  little  streams,  the  rule  of  "first  come 
first  served"  is  inadequate,  because  based  upon  too  selfish  a  prin- 
ciple, opening  the  way  to  monopoly. 

Thie  dif&culty  at  present  lies  mainly  in  applying  to  unsettled 
regions  a  system  which,  like  the  law  of  riparian  rights,  presup- 
poses a  settled  region ,  being  drawn  from  long-settled  landed  com- 
munities. The  history  we  have  been  tracing  of  the  doctrine  of 
appropriation  shows  that  the  pioneer  conditions  on  the  unsettled 
public  domain  in  California  were  fundamental  in  giving  rise  to 
the  doctrine  of  appropriation.  In  early  California  we  saw  that 
it  was  urged  that  it  was  peculiarly  h  mining  doctrine,  not  to  be 
applied  to  agriculture,  and  the  court  had  much  diflBculty  before 
it  was  accepted  as  a  doctrine  of  general  application  and  outlook. 
To-day,  in  the  interior,  the  pendulum  is  swinging  the  other  way; 
it  is  called  peculiarly  an  irrigation  doctrine.  Neither  in  history 
nor  results  does  this  seem  justified.  It  is  neither  an  irrigation  nor 
a  mining  doctrine;  it  is  one  admirably  adapted  to  all  pursuits  so 
long  as  applied  in  a  new  region,  but  may  with  advantage  be  sup- 
plemented by  the  correlative  rules  of  "reasonable  use"  of  the 
conunon  law,  as  the  regions  become  more  settled  and  developed.*' 
For  closely  settled  regions  (especially  upon  small  streams)  the  com- 

U  See  infra,  sec.  310  et  seq. 
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mon  law  of  riparian  rights  comes  closer  to  "the  people's  system/' 
of  equal  rights  for  all^  and  prior  rights  for  none,^*  and  seems  quite 
in  line  with  the  conservation  movement. 

Upon  California  streams  available  for  irrigation  the  situation 
now  is  that  their  summer  flow,  especially  in  Central  California 
(the  San  Joaquin  Valley)  and  in  Southern  California,  is  in  full 
use  and  irrigating  to  full  capacity  (probably  nearly  three  million 
acres  irrigated,  as  much  if  not  more  than  in  any  other  State)  .^^ 
This  has  been  accomplished  under  that  part  of  the  California 
doctrine  which  upholds  appropriation  upon  public  land,  most  large 
California  irrigation  systems  being  operated  under  appropriative 
lil^ts  of  long  standing,  which  were  originally  acquired  while  the 
land  was  public.  The  California  doctrine,  since  permitting  ap- 
propriation upon  public  land,  has  not  stood  in  the  way.  New 
extension  of  irrigation  will  be  in  the  storage  of  storm  waters,  and 
in  the  use  of  the  waters  of  the  northern  part  of  the  State  (Sacra- 
mento Valley),  as  to  neither  of  which  has  there  been  much  attempt 
until  the  last  few  years,  because  there  had  been  no  call  for  it. 
These  now  are  proceeding  by  grant  (riparian  owners  usually  sell 
their  rights  for  five  hundred  to  one  thousand  dollars) ,  prescription 
(that  is,  riparian  owners  frequently  do  not  stand  on  their  rights), 
and  condemnation:  matters  now  in  experiment  and  in  course  of 
being  worked  out.  A  few  big  riparian  proprietors  holding  exten- 
sive ranches  under  Mexican  grants  have  barred  extension  in  some 
places,  but  so  far  as  the  public  is  concerned  it  is  but  resulting  in 
a  change  of  promoters,  for  these  riparian  holdings  are  coming  to 
be  made  the  basis  of  distributing  systems  by  these  riparian  owners 
themselves.  And  of  an  importance  not  now  appreciated  are  the 
little  streams  that  cannot  be  made  the  basis  of  extended  projects 
bat  can  water  neighboring  farms  along  their  banks;  and  further, 
the  hundreds  of  little  streams  in  nonirrigating  regions,  where  the 


M  Infra,  see.  739. 

n  "The  State  of  California,  eon- 
stitntixkff  a  large  and  important  part 
of  the  field  where  the  art  of  irrigation 
is  praetieed,  is  aleo  the  great  model 
for  the  rest  of  the  region  regarding 
the  practical  development  of  its  water 
fopplj,  and  in  the  use  of  water  as  ap- 
pbMl  to  the  purpose  of  irri^tion. 
Ctlifomia  is  not  onlj  ahead  m  the 
derelopment  of  her  water  supply  and 
the  Bomber,  size  and  boldnen  of  da- 
Weter  Bights— # 


sign  of  her  irrigation  works,  but  that 
State  is  also  superior  to  all  other 
States  and  Territories  of  the  arid 
West  in  her  method  of  applying  and 
utilizing  the  water.  It  is  safe  to  saj 
that  GaLifomia  owes  the  larger  por- 
tion of  the  prominence  which  it  oc- 
cupies to-day  to  the  results  of  irriga- 
tion." Prom  Kinney  on  Irrigation, 
sec.  339.  (Mr.  Kinney  is  a  member  of 
the  Salt  Lake  Bar.  The  quotation  is 
condensed  from  the  whole  seot&on.) 
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law  of  riparian  rights  is  now  (legally  speaking)  the  sole  law.  In 
such  cases  the  beneficial  principles  of  the  riparian  system  will 
surely  show  their  force  in  the  public  interest  as  settlement  ad- 
vances. It  is  significant  that  the  California  court,  in  establishing 
its  new  law  of  percolating  water,  avowedly  departing  from  prece- 
dent and  actuated  wholly  by  the  desire  to  find  upon  principle  a 
system  based  upon  justice  and  beneficial  result  to  the  State,  has 
(after  having  first  made  some  tentative  advances  toward  the  law 
of  exclusive  rights  by  appropriation)  built  up  a  system  for  per- 
colating water  which,  one  can  now  see,  very  closely  resembles  the 
common  law  of  riparian  rights.^* 

The  law  of  correlative  use  between  riparian  proprietors  is  the 
basis  of  the  civil  law  as  well  as  the  common  law;  and  the  common 
law  of  riparian  rights  (while,  because  unsuited  to  unsettled  regions, 
and  not  a  law  for  big  projects,  hitherto  unpopular  with  the  people, 
and  cannot  be  expected  to  become  popular  until  the  regions  are  well 
settled  up)  is  not  regarded  by  the  courts  (with  appropriation  for 
public  land)  as  hostile  to  irrigation,  where  the  system  prevails 
under  what  is  called  the  California  doctrine/®  the  origin  of  which 
it  is  now  our  object  to  describe. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  113.  Riparian  Rights  Before  Lux  y.  Haggin— The  chief 
question  in  the  eariy  days  was,  as  previously  set  forth,  whether 
rights  could  be  obtained  on  public  land.  It  was  immediately  held 
in  California  that  the  possessory  system  applied  to  nothing  already 
in  private  hands;  that  the  free  and  untrammeled  action  of  the 
pioneers  upon  public  land  must  not  encroach  upon  private  owners ; 
that  private  land,  with  all  its  accustomed  rights,  was  as  secure 
in  California  as  elsewhere  in  the  Union.  This  was  evidenced  by 
the  rule  that  miners  could  not  appropriate  waters  already  in  use 
by  agriculturists,  nor  enter  and  build  a  ditch  on  the  farmer's  land, 
which  was  always  held  a  trespass,  despite  the  legislative  attempt 
in  the  Possessory  Act  to  enact  the  contrary.^  That  the  right  to 
appropriate  mines  could  not  be  exercised  on  another's  private  land 
was  definitely  and  forever  settled  by  Judge  Field  in  Biddle  Boggs 
V.  Merced  Mining  Co.^^     **  There  is  something  shocking  to  all  our 

18  Infra,  sees.  1090,  1104.     See  es-  i»  Willey  v.  Decker,  11  Wyo.   496, 

pecially  Miller  v.  Bay  Cities  W.  Co.,  100  Am.  St.  Rep.  939,  73  Pac.  210. 
157  Cal.  256, 107  Pac.  115,  27  L.  R.  A.,  20  Supra,  sec.  85. 

N.  S.,  772;  Hudson  v.  Dailey  (1909),  21  U  Cal.  379,  10  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 

156  CaL  617,  105  Pac.  748.  334. 
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ideas  of  the  rights  of  property,"  he  there  said,  "in  the  proposition 
that  one  man  may  invade  the  possessions  of  another,  dig  up  his 
fields  and  gardens,  cut  down  his  timber  and  occupy  his  land,  under 
the  pretense  that  he  has  reason  to  believe  there  is  gold  under  the 
surface,  or  if  existing,  that  he  wishes  to  extract  it  and  remove  it.** 
Upon  the  same  lines,  it  was  consistently  ruled  that  there  could 
be  no  appropriation  of  rights  of  way  over  land  in  private  hands, 
nor  of  water  flowing  there,^  nor  of  water  on  public  land  already 
appropriated  by  another.^ 

It  was  so  ruled  in  the  earliest  decisions.  In  Irwin  v.  Phillips,^* 
the  original  precedent  upholding  public  land  appropriation,  it  was 
said:  "If  it  is  upon  a  stream,  the  waters  of  which  have  not  been 
taken  from  their  bed,  they  cannot  be  taken  to  his  [meaning  the 
landowner's]  prejudice."  In  the  second  case  upon  water- rights,^*^ 
the  court  said:  "It  results  from  the  consideration  we  have  given 
the  case,  that  the  right  to  mine  for  the  precious  metals  can  only 
be  exercised  upon  public  lands;  that  although  it  carries  with  it 
the  incidents  of  the  rights,  such  as  the  use  of  wood  and  water, 
those  incidents  must  also  be  of  the  public  domain  in  like  manner 
as  the  lands."  In  the  third  case  in  the  reports  the  court  said 
water-rights  may  exist  "upon  the  ground  of  prior  location  upon  the 
land.*^^  In  the  next  volume  of  the  reports  the  court  said:  "We 
have  recognized  the  right  to  appropriate  the  water  where  no  ripa- 
rian rights  intervene";^  and  again,  in  another  case  in  the  same 
volume:  "Possession  or  actual  appropriation  must  be  the  test  of 
priority  in  all  claims  to  the  use  of  water,  whenever  such  claims  are 
not  dependent  upon  the  ownership  of  the  land  through  which  the 
venter  ftows.^^^  This  passed  into  clear  and  actual  decision  in  1857 
in  Crandall  v.  Woods,*  holding  that  the  new  rule  was  by  no  means 
exclusive  of  common-law  riparian  rights,  and  that  those  rights 
attached  to  the  land  through  which  a  stream  flowed,  in  favor  of 
settlers  thereon,  against  all  but  appropriations  actually  made  be- 


22  Ihfra,  Bec8.  221  et  seq.,  227  et 

>eq. 

23  ln;fra,  see.  299  et  seq. 

2*  5  Cal.  140,  63  Am.  Dec.  113,  15 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  178. 

25  Tartar  v.  Spring  Creek  W.  Co., 
5  CaL  395,  14  Morr.  Min.  Kep.  371. 

1  Hill  T.  Newman,  5  Caf.  445,  63 
Am.  Dec.  140,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  513. 

2  Conjfer  ▼.  Weaver,  6  Cal.  548,  65 
Am.  Dee.  528,  1  Morr.  Mim  Rep.  594. 


8  Kelly  T.  Natoma  W.  Co.,  6  Cal. 
108. 

And  Wixon  ▼.  Bear  River  Co.,  24 
Cal.  367,  85  Am.  Dec.  69,  1  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  656;  Ferrea  v.  Knipe,  28  Cal. 
840,  87  Am.  Dec.  128,  and  other  ca.sps. 
See  cases  cited  in  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69 
Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674;  Ponieroy  on 
Riparian  Rights,  sec.   109. 

4  8  Cal.  136,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
604. 


._    J 
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fore  the  settlement  thereon.  It  was  said  by  Chief  Justice  Murray 
in  that  case:  ''If  the  rule  laid  down  in  Irwin  v.  Phillips  is  correct 
as  to  the  location  of  mining  claims  and  water  ditches  for  mining 
purposes,  and  priority  is  to  determine  the  rights  of  the  respective 
parties,  it  is  difficult  to  see^hy  the  rule  should  not  apply  to  all 

other  cases  where  land  or  water  had  been  appropriated 

Suppose  he  had  located  a  farm  and  the  water  passing  through  his 
land  was  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  irrigation,  is  not  this  pur- 
pose just  as  legitimate  as  using  the  water  for  mining!  It  may 
or  may  not  be  equally  as  profitable,  but  irrigation  for  agricultural 
purposes  is  sometimes  necessary  to  supply  natural  wants,  while 
gold  is  not  a  natural,  but  an  artificial,  want,  or  a  mere  stimulant 
to  trade  and  conmierce.  If  it  is  understood  that  the  location  of 
land  carries  with  it  all  the  incidents  belonging  to  the  soil,  those 
who  construct  water  ditches  will  do  so  with  reference  to  the  appro- 
priations of  the  public  domain  that  have  been  previously  made, 
and  the  rights  that  have  been  already  acquired,  with  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  their  own  rights  as  against  subsequent  locators."  Cran- 
dall  V.  Woods  very  distinctly  decides  that  as  between  an  occupant 
of  riparian  land  and  a  subsequent  appropriator  of  the  waters  of 
the  stream,  the  former  may  assert  the  riparian  right,  and  was  so 
decided  with  the  very  view  of  protecting  irrigation  in  the  future, 
though  leaving  open  in  the  case  whether  irrigation  be  proper. 
This  is  the  first  Western  case  dealing  with  irrigation  at  all,  and 
it  upheld  the  riparian  right.  Crandall  v.  Woods  was  affirmed  in 
a  later  case  in  the  same  volume.' 

Throughout  the  cases  up  to  Lux  v.  Haggin  this  was  asserted 
consistently,  and  even  actually  decided  repeatedly .• 

It  had  passed  into  statute.  The  act  of  Congress  of  1866  con- 
tained the  proviso^  that  appropriators  of  water  interfering  with 
the  possession  of  settlers  were  liable  in  damages. to  the  settlers. 


5  Leigh  V.  Independent  D.  Co.,  8 
Cal.  328,  12  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  97. 

The  point  which  gave  difficulty- 
was,  When  did  the  land  become  pri- 
vate respecting  waters  thereon  t  Wa« 
it  from  the  mere  taking  possession 
by  the  settler!  Or  was  it  from  the 
date  he  entered  an  application  for  the 
land  in  the  land  office!  Or  was  it 
when  he  made  final  proof  in  the  land 
office!  Or  was  it  when  he  got  a 
certificate  from  the  land  office  of  full 
payment  to  the  United  States  for  thq 


land!  Or,  finally,  was  it  only  when  a 
patent  actually  issued  to  him  for  the 
land!    See  infra,  sec.  261. 

«  Among  others,  Ferrea  ▼.  Knipe, 
28  Cal.  340,  87  Am.  Dec.  128; 
Creighton  v.  Evans,  53  Cal.  55,  8 
Morr.  Min.  Eep.  123;  Pope  ▼.  Kin- 
man,  54  Cal.  3;  Zimmler  v.  San  Luis 
etc.  Co.,»57  CaL  221;  Anaheim  etc. 
Co.  ▼.  Semi-Tropic  Co.,  64  Cal.  185, 
80  Pac.  623. 

7  Quoted  supra,  see.  9C 
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A  similar  provision  is  found  in  a  California  statute  of  1863.^ 
Moreover,  the  California  Civil  Code,  in  its  provisions  upon  appro- 
priation enacted  in  1872,  had  ended  with  the  provision  in  section 
1422,  "The  rights  of  riparian  proprietors  are  not  affected  by  the 
provisions  of  this  title."  That  not  more  was  said  was  because  the 
rights  of  private  land  had  not  been  much  involved  in  the  litiga- 
tion, of  which  the  code  was  merely  declaratory.  While  Lux  v. 
Haggin  was  pending  numerous  attacks  were  made  in  the  legislature 
upon  this  section,  but  were  wholly  unsuccessful.  There  were  three 
such  attacks  defeated  in  1881,  and  five  in  1883.  In  the  California 
constitutional  convention  of  1879  some  similar  attacks  on  riparian 
rights  were  made  in  debates,  but  without  success.* 

While  the  protection  of  common-law  riparian  rights  was  thus 
consistently  the  attitude  of  the  California  law  whenever  occasion 
demanded,  there  was,  however,  in  the  pioneer  days,  owing  to  the 
great  unsurveyed  expanse  of  the  public  domain,  and  the  lack  of  laws 
for  obtaining  patent,  little  occasion  to  demand  it.  Private  riparian 
land  was  seldom  involved  in  the  litigation,  and  even  when  in- 
volved, its  riparian  rights  were  not  often  asserted,  the  riparian 
owners  usually  having  public  land  appropriations  themselves,  so 
that  the  result  would  have  been  the  same  under  either  rule.^® 
Owing  to  the  great  preponderance  of  public  land  litigation  it  had, 
before  Lux  v.  Haggin,  become  the  prevalent  impression  that  there 
had  been  a  rejection  in  ioio  in  California  of  the  common  law  of 
riparian  rights.** 


8  stats.  1863-64,  p.  375,  see.  10. 

9  See  Debates  of   1878-79,  vol.  1, 
pp.  81,  95,  101,  143,  151,  166. 

10  E.  g.,  Ferrea  v.  Knipe,  28  Cal. 
340,  87  Am.  Dec.  128.     "This  is  the 
first  ease  in  these  reports  after  that 
of  CrandaU  v.  Wood,  8  Cal.   136,   1 
Morr.  Min.  Bep.  604,  where  the  con- 
troversy  concerning  water-rights  was 
between   two   farmers,  or  parties  en- 
gaged in  ranching,  the^ plaintiff  claim- 
ing under  a   settler."  '  Yale  on  Min- 
ing   and    Water    Rights,    199.     The 
learned   author   further  remarks  that 
tlie  result  in  that  case  would  b^  the 
same   under   either   rule.     In   Lux   v. 
Haggin  the  court  says  that  in  some 
of    the    cases,    "where    the    riparian 
owneT  claimed  in  his  pleading  and  re- 
lied at   the  trial  on  an  actual  prior 


appropriation  of  water,  the  court  eon- 
fined  its  inquiry  to  the  existence  or 
nonexistence  of  the  facts  alleged," 
citing,  for  example,  McDonald  v.  B. 
E.  Co.,  13  Cal.  220,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
626. 

11  See  dissenting  opinions  in  Lux 
V.  Haggin.  In  Cal.  Stats.  1878,  p. 
1070,  the  legislature  called  upon  Con- 
gress to  abrogate  riparian  rights  by 
reserving  them  from  patents. 

"There  seems  to  be  a  prevalent 
opinion  that  the  common-law  doctrines 
concerning  'riparian  rights*  of  'ripa- 
rian proprietors*  upon  natural  streams 
have  no  existence  whatever  in  the  law 

of   California This   opinion   is 

wholly  unsupported  by  judicial  au- 
thority.'* Pomeroy  on  Hiparian 
Bights,  sec.  108^  p.  175. 
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(3d  ed.) 

§  114.  Same. — ^Outside  of  California  the  Nevada  court,  in  Van 
Sickle  V.  Haines, ^2  already  considered  at  length,^^  had  gone  even 
to  the  length  of  holding  that  the  passage  of  riparian  land  from 
the  public  domain  into  private  title  actually,  because  of  its  riparian 
rights,  revoked  even  prior  appropriations  existing  at  the  time  (not 
now  the  law  anywhere),  and  even  this  extreme  position  was  ap- 
proved by  the  chief  justice  of  Montana,**  and  was  followed  in  the 
Federal  courts.**^  The  extreme  position  taken  by  Van  Sickle  v, 
Haines  was  overruled  in  Nevada*®  while  Lux  v.  Haggin  was  pend- 
ing; but  the  overruling  case  did  not  involve  land  titles  prior  to, 
but  only  those  acquired  subsequent  to,  the  diversion,  and  hence 
did  not  present  the  situation  of  Lux  v.  Haggin.*^ 

In  Colorado  there  had,  at  the  time  of  Lux  v.  Haggin,  been  de- 
cisions wholly  opposed  to  riparian  rights,  but  they,  like  the  Van 
Sickle  case,  did  not  on  their  facts  involve  land  titles  prior  to, 
but  only  those  acquired  after,  the  diversion.  Notice  may  also  be 
taken,  however,  of  an  early  Colorado  statute  preserving  streams  to 
the  holders  of  possessory  rights  upon  their  banks.  For  convenience, 
we  consider  these  in  a  later  section. 

In  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  previous  to  Lux  v. 
Haggin,  the  court,  as  already  shown,  had  regarded  the  rule  of 
appropriation  as  one  of  priority  to  rights  on  public  lands.**  So  far 
as  private  riparian  land  was  concerned,  they  had  protected  the 


12  7  Nev.  249,  15  Morr.  Min.  Eep. 
201. 

13  Supra,  sec.  87. 

14  Thorp  V.  Freed,  1  Mont.  689. 

15  Union  Min.  Co.  v.  FerriB,  2  Saw. 
176,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,371,  8  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  90,  and  Same  v.  Dangberg, 
2  Saw.  450,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,370,  8 
Morr.  Min.  R^p.  113,  both  concerning 
rights  in  Nevada;  Ison  v.  Nelson  Min. 
Co.,  47  Fed.  199,  concerning  rights 
in  Oregon. 

16  Jones  ▼.  Adams,  19  Nev.  78,  3 
Am.  St.  Rep.  788,  6  Pac.  442. 

17  In  Van  Sickle  v.  Haines,  Judge 
John  B.  Garber,  then  on  the  supreme 
bench  in  Nevada,  said  against  the 
appropriator :  "On  every  point  es- 
sential to  the  case  of  the  petitioner, 
not  merely  the  weight  of  authority, 
but  all  the  authorities,  are  apainst 
him,"    Fifteen  years  later  he  led  the 


other  side  in  favor  of  the  appropriator 
as  leading  counsel  in  Lux  v.  Haggin. 

The  Nevada  Federal  decrees  were 
again  before  court  in  Union  Mill  etc. 
Co.  v.  Dangberg,  81  Fed.  73,  after 
the  State  court  had  repudiated  the 
common  law.  Judge  Hawley  held 
them  binding  as  res  adjudicata,  but 
concluded  that  on  the  facts,  the  re- 
sult would  be  the  same  under  either 
the  common  law  or  appropriation. 

18  The  chief  question  had  been  be- 
tween rival  appropriators,  and  in  rec- 
ognizing their  rights,  Judge  Field  had 
said:  "The  government  being  the  sole 
proprietor  of  the  pvhlic  lands,  whether 
bordering  on  the  streams  or  otherwise, 
there  was  no  occasion  for  the  appli- 
cation of  the  common-law  doctrine  of 
riparian  proprietorship  with  respect 
to  the  waters  of  those  streams.'* 
Fiold,  J.,  in  Atchison  v.  Peterson,  20 
Wall.  (87  U.  S.)  507,  22  L.  Ed.  414, 
1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  583. 
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existing  appropriator  against  later  patent  to  riparian  land,^*  and 
held  that  the  act  of  1866  so  affirmed  in  order  to  prevent  the  existing 
appropriator  from  losing  his  right  on  a  later  settlement  and  patent- 
ing of  the  land  to  someone  else.  But  whether  a  settler  could^  when 
his  land  became  private,  assert  his  riparian  right  against  new  ap- 
propriators  had  been  expressly  left  open  in  the  United  States 
supreme  court's  decisions.  In  Basey  v.  Gallagher,^  it  was  said: 
"Neither  party  has  any  title  from  the  United  States.  No  question 
as  to  the  right  of  riparian  proprietors  can  therefore  arise.  It  will 
be  time  enough  to  consider  those  rights  when  either  party  has  ob- 
tained the  patent  from  the  government."^* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  115.  Lux  V.  Haggin. — A  case  arose  out  of  the  use  of  the 
Kern  river  for  irrigation — the  case  of  Lux  v.  Haggin,^  decided  in 
1886.  The  defendant,  J.  B.  Haggin,  having  organized  an  irriga- 
tion company,  claimed  the  right  to  divert  the  entire  waters  of  the 
Kem  river  by  an  appropriation  to  that  effect,  denying  that  any 
vested  rights  which,  under  the  rule  of  riparian  rights,  would  have 
prevented  this,  could  be  recognized  in  California,  It  is  probably 
the  most  extended  opinion  in  the  California  reports,  covering,  as  it 
does,  two  hundred  pages.  The  previous  cases  had  almost  all  arisen 
out  of  mining,  but  here  was  one  in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley,  and  it 
showed  how  the  law  must  consider  water-rights  of  immense  value, 
though  where  mining  was  in  no  way  concerned.  The  court  said, 
emphatically:  **The  doctrine  of  appropriation  so  called  is  not  the 
doctrine  of  the  common  law."^  But  while  a  rule  independent  of 
the  common  law,  it  is  not  destructive  of  the  rule  of  riparian  rights, 
the  court  held.  Those  rights  attach  to  all  land  as  soon  as  it  be- 
comes private,  remaining  subject  to  appropriations  made  prior 
to  that  time,^  but  free  from  all  hostile  appropriations  thereafter 
made.    Citing  Crandall  v.  Woods,^*^  the  court  declared  this  always 


»  Broder  v.  Natoma  Water  Co., 
101  U.  8.  274,  25  L.  Ed.  790,  5  Morr. 
Min.  Bep.  33. 

»  20  Wall.  (87  U.  S.)  670,  22  L. 
Ed.  452,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  683,  Field, 

«  See  infra,  »ec.  261. 

a  69  Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674.  A 
fonner  opinion  to  the  same  effect,  not 
offieiallj  reported,  being  withdrawn 
on  rehearing,  is  given  in  4  Pac.  919. 
The   eaae    arose    in    1878,    and    was 


hence  in  court  for  eight  years.     Mr. 
Justice  McKinstrv  wrote  the  opinion. 

23  Pages  387-399. 

24  As  to  patents  before  1866,  the 
court  distinguished  Van  Sickle  v. 
Haines,  though  -somewhat  reluctantly, 
on  the  ground  that  in  Lux  v.  Haggin 
the  patents  had  all  been  issued,  or 
related  back  to  times,  prior  to  the 
appropriation,  while  the  reverse  was 
tho  fact  in  the  Van  Sickle  ease. 

25  Supra,  sec.  113. 
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to  have  been  the  law  in  California.  Section  1422  of  the  Civil 
Code  was  held  to  be  merely  declaratory  of  this.^  Riparian  rights 
would  further  be  protected  on  constitutional  principles;  to  deny 
them  would  be  taking  the  landowner's  property  without  due  proc- 
ess of  law,  and  an  unwarranted  interference  by  the  State  with 
the  primary  disposal  of  the  Federal  lands.^  The  contentions  that 
the  section  of  the  Civil  Code'  providing  that  **The  rights  of 
riparian  proprietors  are  not  affected  by  the  provisions  of  this  title, '* 
merely  referred  to  riparian  rights  attaching  to  ^lexican  grants, 
which  had  never  been  public  land,  or  else  to  riparian  rights  exist- 
ing at  the  date  of  the  enactment  of  the  Civil  Code,  the  Civil  Code 
having  no  prospective  operation,  were  rejected.  The  system  of 
riparian  rights  was  declared  to  be  in  effect  in  California  in  full 
force,  subject  only  to  prior  appropriations  made  before  the  land 
became  private.^  The  court  decided  against  Haggin.  That  ri- 
parian rights  were  not  done  away  with  by  the  law  of  appropriation 
had  all  along  been  the  contention  of  text-writers.^  It  was  but 
a  reassertion  regarding  water  of  what  Boggs  v.  Merced  Co.  had 
once  for  all  established  regarding  mines  on  private  land. 

(3d  ed.y 

§  116.    Result  of  Lux  v.  Haggin. — ^Riparian  rights  are  now 

firmly  established  in  California  aide  by  side  with  the  law  of  appro- 
priation, the  former  for  public  land  and  the  latter  for  private 
land.  In  theory,  the  two  systems  are  of  equal  importance,  and 
receive  equal  consideration  from  the  court;  but  practically,  since 
the  larger  part  of  the  agricultural  lands  in  California  have  now 
passed  into  private  hands,  the  common  law  of  riparian  rights  has 
a  wider  application  so  far  as  concerns  acquisition  of  new  uses 
hereafter. 


1  Pages  368,  375,  380.  "It  is 
difficult  to  believe  that  the  section, 
80  far  as  it  applies  to  riparian  lands 
not  those  of  the  State,  is  other  than 
declaratory  of  the  pre-existing  law. 
It  certainly  was  intended  to  be  de- 
claratory in  so  far  as  it  announces 
the  protection  of  all  private  persons 
who  had  acquired  riparian  rights 
from  any  source  before  the  provi- 
sions of  the  code  went  into  opera- 
tion, since  (if  the  common-law  ri^ht 
existed)  such  persons  were  protected 
independent  oz  the  section."  Lux  v. 
Haggin. 


2  "Neither  a  grantee  of  the  United 
States,  nor  the  grantee  of  a  private 
person,  who  was  a  riparian  owner 
when  the  code  was  adopted,  need  rely 
for  protection  on  section  1422.  Such 
persons  are  .  protected  by  constitu- 
tional  principles."  Lux  ▼.   Haggin. 

8  Sec.  1422. 

4  See  Lindley  on  Mines,  2d  ed.,  sec. 
838,  p.  1504. 

0  Pomeroy  on  Riparian  Bights, 
chapters  III,  YII;  Blanchard  and 
Weeks  on  Mining  Claims  and  Water 
Rights,  p.  696;  Yale  on  Mining 
Claims  and  Water  Bights,  p.   175. 


;  t 


•    :»v 
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In  1887,  the  year  following  the  decision  in  Lux  v.  Haggin,  sec- 
tion 1422  of  the  Civil  Code,  protecting  the  rights  of  riparian  pro- 
prietors, was  repealed ;  •  but  as  Lux  v.  Haggin  was  decided  largely 
independent  of  that  section,  the  law  in  California  remains  undis- 
turbed by  this  repealJ  Many  cases  since  then  have  affirmed  Lux 
V.  Haggin.®  The  ^result  in  California  is  that  the  law  of  appro- 
priation is  confined  to  acquisitions  on  public  lands,  and  the  com- 
mon law  of  riparian  rights  is  becoming  the  general  law  for  streams 
which  have  not  hitherto  been  diverted,  and  which  now  in  some 
part  usually  flow  through  private  land.^  Most  emphatically  is  it 
asserted  in  the  late  case  of  Miller  v.  Madera  etc.  Co.^^ 

Recent  cases  in  California  involve  chiefly  the  law  of  riparian 
rights,  and  the  few  decided  under  the  law  of  appropriation  show 
a  decided  tendency  to  cease  citing  the  older  cases  on  appropriation, 
assuming  the  doctrines  there  laid  down  as  established  and  familiar 
law.  This  indicates  that  in  California  the  law  of  appropriation 
has  taken  its  place  as  a  complete  system,  diminishing  in  impor- 
tance, past  the  formative  period  in  which  the  system  may  be  said 
still  to  remain  in  the  younger  States  where  it  is  the  sole  law. 


(3d  ed.) 

f  117.    Biparian  Bights  Upheld  in  Ten  States  and  Territories. 

Tie  combined  system  of  appropriation  and  riparian  rights  existing 
Bde  by  side  (the  former  regarding  streams  on  public  lands  and 
ae  latter  for  all  other  streams),  which,  like  the  law  of  appro- 
priation, was  first  firmly  established  in  California,  and  has  been 
caUed  the  "California  doctrine,"*^  is  in  force  in  the  following 
jurisdictions:  California,  Kansas,  Montana,  North  Dakota,  Okla- 


•  Cal.  Stats.  1887,  p.  144. 

7  **The  repeal  of  a  statute  will  not 
destroy  vested  rights  [to  water]." 
KnowIeSy  J.,  in  Thorp  ▼.  Freed,  1 
Mont.  658. 

•  Infra,  see.  117.  Testimony  of 
Congressman  J.  C.  Needham,  in  Kan- 
sas V.  Colorado,  206  U.  S.  46,  27  Sup. 
Ct.  Eep.  655,  51  L.  Ed.  956:  "I  have 
been  out  of  practice  for  six  jears, 
and  cannot  now  name  anv  decision  of 
the  supreme'  court  of  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia which  intimated  that  the  court 
regretted  the  decision  in  Lux  v.  Hag- 
gin, but  I  could  find  it."  It  will  be 
hard  for  him  to  find  what  does  not 
exist.  He  elsewhere  refers  to  Katz 
V.  Walkinshaw,  141  CaL  116,  99  Am. 


St.  Rep.  35,  70  Pac.  663,  74  Pac.  766, 
64  L.  B.  A.  236,  as  the  decision  in 
question,  but  such  reference  by  him  it 
without  warrant.  On  the  contrary, 
the  California  court  has  voluntarily 
adopted  for  its  new  law  of  percolating 
water  a  system  very  similar  to  tho 
law  of  riparian  rights.  See  Miller  t. 
Bay  Cities  Co.,  157  Cal.  256,  107  Pac. 
115,  27  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  772;  Hudson 
V.  Dailey  (1909),  156  Cal.  617,  105 
Pac.  748. 

0  Infra,  sec.  231,  appropriation  on 
private  land. 

ao  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22  L. 
B.  A.,  N.  S.,  391. 

11  Willey  V.  Decker,  11  Wyo.  496, 
100  Am.  St.  Bep.  939,  73  Pac.  210. 
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homa  (possibly),  South  Dakota,  Washington,  and  partially  in 
Nebraska,  Oregon  and  Texas,  and  has  been  applied  in  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States." 


12  (This  list  is  based  upon  the  hold- 
ings of  the  courts,  and  at  the  same 
time,  it  must  be  noted  that  the  legis- 
latures in  most  of  these  States  have 
very  recently,  as  below  set  forth, 
adopted  statutes  in  many  ways  op- 
posed to  the  common  law,  but  which 
their  courts  have  not  yet  reviewed.) 

California, — Lux  v.  Haggin,  69 
Cal.  255,  4  Pac.  919,  10  Pac.  674. 
See,  also,  Crandall  v.  Woods,  8  Cal. 
136,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  604;  Van 
Bibber  v.  Hilton,  84  Cal.  585,  24  Pac. 
308,  598;  Alta  Land  Co.  v.  Hancock, 
85  Cal.  219,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  217,  24 
Pac.  645 ;  Modoc  etc.  Co.  v.  Booth,  102 
Cal.  151,  36  Pac.  431;  McGuire  v. 
Brown,  106  Cal.  660,  39  Pac.  1060, 
30  L.  R.  A.  384;  Harji^pave  v.  Cook, 
108  Cal.  72,  41  Pac.  18,  30  L.  R.  A. 
390;  San  Luis  Water  Co.  v.  Estrada, 
117  Cal.  168,  48  Pac.  1075;  Baxter  v. 
Gilbert,  125  Cal.  580,  58  Pac.  129, 
374;  Bathgate  v.  Irvine,  126  Cal.  135, 
77  Am.  St.  Rep.  158,  58  Pac.  442; 
Rice  V.  Meiners,  136  Cal.  292,  68  Pac. 
817;  Anaheim  Water  Co.  v.  Fuller, 
150  Cal.  327,  88  Pac.  978,  11  L.  R. 
A.,  N.  S.,  1062;  Duckworth  v.  Wat- 
sonville  Water  Co.,  150  Cal.  520,  89 
Pac.  338 ;  Huff ner  v.  SawOay,  153  CaL 
86,  94  Pac.  424;  Rickey  L.  &  C.  Co. 
V.  Glader  (1908),  153  Cal.  179,  94 
Pac.  768;  Miller  v.  Madera  etc.  Co., 
155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  391 ;  Hudson  v.  Dailey,  156  Cal. 
617,  105  Pac.  748;  Miller  v.  Bay 
Cities  W.  Co.,  157  Cal.  256,  107  Pac. 
115,  27  L.  R!  a.,  N.  S.,  772;  San 
Joaquin  etc.  Co.  v.  Fresno  etc.  Co., 
158  Cal.  626,  112  Pac.  182.  In  the 
Federal  courts,  California  P.  &  A. 
Co.  V.  Enterprise  Co.,  127  Fed.  741; 
Anderson  v.  Bassman,  140  Fed.  14. 

Kansas.— -C\&Tk  v.  Allaman,  71  Kan. 
206,  80  Pac.  571,  70  L.  R.  A.  971. 
See,  also,  Mo.  Pac.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Keys, 
55  Kan.  205,  49  Am.  St.  Rep.  249, 
40  Pac.  275 ;  Parker  v.  City  of  Atchi- 
son, 58  Kan.  29,  48  Pac.  631;  Mon- 
tague V.  Bd.  Co.  Com.,  7  Kan.  App. 
160,  53  Pac.  145 ;  Campbell  v.  Grimes, 
62  Kan.  503,  64  Pac.  62.  In  the 
Federal   eourta,   Kansas  t.   Colorado, 


206  U.  8.  46,  27  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  655, 
51  L.  Ed.  956. 

Montana. — Prentice  v.  McKay 
(1909),  38  Most.  114,  98  Pac.  1081 
(affirming  Smith  v.  Denniff,  24  Mont. 
20,  81  Am.  St.  Rep.  408,  60  Pac.  398, 
50  L.  R.  A.  741).  Sndth  v.  Denniff 
had  left  room  for  doubt,  but  Prentice 
V.  McKay  seems  clear.  See,  also, 
Thorp  V.  Freed,  1  Mont.  651.  In  the 
Federal  courts.  Cruse  v.  McCauley,  96. 
Fed.  369;  Howell  v.  Johnson,  89  Fed. 
556;  and  cf.  Willey  v.  Decker,  11  Wyo. 
496,  100  Am.  St.  Rep.  939,  73  Pac. 
210,  so  construing  Smith  v.  Denniff. 
Whether  riparian  rights  exist  in  Mon- 
tana was  recently  expressly  left  open 
in  Winters  v.  United  States,  74  C.  C. 
A.  666,  143  Fed.  740,  207  U.  S.  564, 
28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  208,  52  L.  Ed.  340, 
and  Morris  v.  Bean,  146  Fed.  423. 
See  17  Yale  Law  Journal,  585,  where 
Mr.  Justice  Hunt,  of  the  Montana 
Federal  court,  saya  riparian  rights 
are  rejected  in  Montana.  However, 
the  case  above  now  seems  to  have  set- 
tled the  point. 

Nebraska. — Crawford  etc.  Co.  v. 
Hathaway,  60  Neb.  754,  67  Neb.  ^25, 
108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  60  L.  R.  A. 
889,  84  N.  W.  271,  93  N.  W.  ikl. 
See,  also,  Clark  v.  -Cambridge  &  A. 
Irr.  Co.,  45  Neb.  798,  64  N.  W.  239,; 
Eidemiller  Ice  Co.  v.  Guthrie,  42  Neb. 
238,  60  N.  W.  717,  28  L.  R.  A.  581; 
Slattery  v.  Harley,  58  Neb.  575,  79i 
N.  W.  151 ;  Plattsmouth  Water  Co.  v. 
Smith,  57  Neb.  579,  78  N.  W.  275; 
Meng  V.  Coffey,  67  Neb.  500,  108  Am. 
St.  Rep.  697,  93  N.  W.  713,  60  L.  R. 
A.  910;  Dunn  et  al.  v.  Thomas,  69 
Neb.  683,  96  N.  W.  142 ;  McCook  I.  & 
W.  P.  Co.  V.  Crews,  70  Neb.  115,  102 
N.  W.  249;  Gill  v.  Lydick,  40  Neb. 
508,  59  N.  W.  104;  Barton  v.  Union 
Cattle  Co.,  28  Neb..  350,  26  Am.  St. 
Rep.  340,  44  N.  W.  454,  7  L.  R.  A. 
457;  Cline  v.  Stock,  71  Neb.  70,  98 
N.  W.  454,  102  N.  W.  265;  Kinkead 
V.  Turgeon,  74  Neb.  580,  104  N.  W. 
1061,  109  N.  W.  744,  1  L.  R.  A„  N. 
S.,  762,  13  Ann.  Cas.  43.  The  doc- 
trine of  riparian  rights  is  the  sole 
doctrine  in  the  eastern  part  of   the 


/ 
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§  118.  Biparian  Bights  Rejected  in  Eleven  States  and 
tones.— In  the  following  States  and  Territories  the  common  law 
of  riparian  rights  is  rejected  in  toto,  Lnx  v.  Haggin  and  similar 
cases  being  either  not  considered,  or  commented  upon  and  con- 
sidered, but  rejected. 

The  early  California  decisions  had  long  been  practically  au- 
thority throughout  the  West  for  waters  on  the  public  domain,  and 


State,  and  riparian  rights  are  abro- 
gated by  statute  as  to  all  lands  pat- 
eoted  since  1889.     (Infra,  sec.   126.) 

Vorih  Dakota, — Bigelow  v.  Draper, 
6  N.  D.  152,  69  N.  W.  570.  In  the 
Federal  courts,  Sturr  ▼.  Beck,  133 
U.  S.  541,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Kep.  350,  33 
L.  Ed.  761.  The  act  of  Congress  of 
Jane  11,  1906,  34  SUts.  234,  abro- 
gates riparian  rights  in  the  Black 
Hills  Forest  Reserve. 

Oklahoma, — Markwardt  ▼.  City  of 
Guthrie,  18  Okl.  32,  90  Pac.  26,  9  L. 
B.  A.,  N.  S.»  1150,  11  Ann.  Cas.  581, 
itmhle.  Town  of  Jefferson  v.  Hicks 
(1909),  23  Okl.  684,  102  Pac.  79, 
iemble.  The  matter  has  not  been 
ipecifically  in  question,  but  the  latter 
8ajB  in  passing :  '*This  court  has  held, 
in  several  cases,  that  the  rights  of 
landowners  as  to  watercourses  and  as 
to  Borface  water  are  determined  in 
this  jurisdiction  by  the  rules  of  the 
common  law." 

Oregon. — Carson  v.  Gentner,  33  Or. 
512,  52  Pac.  506,  43  L.  B.  A.  130. 
See,  also,  Jones  v.  Conn,  39  Or.  30, 
^7  Am,  St.  Rep.  634,  64  Pac.  855,  65 
Pac.  1068,  54  L.  R.  A.  630 ;  Hough  v. 
Porter.  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98 
Pac.  lOSl,  102  Pac.  728.  The  last 
case  cited,  in  establishing  a  new  doc- 
trine, below  considered,  for  Oregon, 
states  that  Taylor  v.  Welsh,  6  Or.  198, 
is  the  first  Oregon  case  bearing  upon 
riparian  rights.  A  long  list  of  the 
Oregon  cases  upon  the  subject  is  col- 
lected in  Hough  v.  Porter. 

&<mth  Dakota. — Lone  Tree  D.  Co.  t. 
Orclone  1).  Co.,  15  S.  D.  519,  91  N. 
W.  352;  Same  v.  Same  (S.  D.),  128 
N.  W.  596.  See,  also,  Metcalf  v. 
Xelson,  8  8.  D.  87,  59  Am.  St.  Rep. 
746,  65  N.  W.  911;  Stenger  ▼.  Tharp, 
17  S,  D.  13,  94  N.  W.  402 ;  Lone  Tree 
D.  Co.  V.  Rapid  City  E.  ft  G.  L.  Co., 
16  8.  D.  451,  93  N.  W.  650.  See 
Drifkin  V.  Rebbe,  22  S.  D.  242,  117 
X.  W.    135 ;    Bedwater   Co.  t.   Seed 


(S.  D.),  128  N.  W.  702;  Redwater  Co. 
V.  Jones  (S.  D.),  130  N.  W.  85.  In 
the  Federal  courts,  Sturr  v.  Beck,  133 
U.  S.  541,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  350,  33 
L.  Ed.  761.     See  Rev.  Code,  sec.  278. 

Texas. — McGhee  etc.  Co.  v.  Hudson, 
85  Tex.  587,  22  S.  W.  398.  See,  also, 
Haas  V.  Choussard,  17  Tex.  588; 
Rhodes  v.  Whitehead,  27  Tex.  304, 
84  Am.  Dec.  631;  Tolle  v.  Correth, 
31  Tex.  362,  98  Am.  Dec.  540;  Flem- 
ing V.  Davis,  37  Tex.  173;  Baker  ▼. 
Brown,  55  Tex.  377;  Mud  Cr.  Irr.  A. 
k  M.  Co.  V.  Vivian,  74  Tex.  170,  11 
S.  W.  1078;  Barrett  v.  Metcalf,  12 
Tex.  Civ.  App.  247,  33  S.  W.  758; 
Cape  V.  Thompson,  21  Tex.  Civ.  App. 
681,  53  S.  W.  368;  Clements  v.  Wat- 
kins  Land  Co.,  36  Tex.  Civ.  App.  339, 
82  S.  W.  665;  Watkins  L.  Co.  v. 
Clements,  98  Tex.  578,  107  Am.  St. 
Rep.  653,  86  S.  W.  733,  70  L.  R.  A. 
964;  Santa  Rosa  etc.  Co.  v.  Pecas 
etc.  Co.  (Tex.  Civ.  App.),  92  S.  W. 
1016.  In  Texas  on  the  arid  lands 
riparian  rights  are  not  strictly  en- 
forced against  appropriators,  there 
being  a 'different  rule  for  the  arid 
and  nonarid  lands.  Barrett  v.  Met- 
calf, 12  Tex.  Civ.  App.  247,  33  S.  W. 
758.  Arid  regions  in  Texas  are  de- 
fined in  Hall  v.  Carter,  33  Tex.  Civ. 
App.  230,  77  S.  W.  19,  as  those  por- 
tions where  rainfall  is  insuflficient  for 
agricultural  purposes  and  irrigation  is 
necessary;  and  merely  that  irrigation 
would  be  beneficial,  though  not  neces- 
sary, is  insufficient.  See  Biggs  v. 
Leffingwell  (Tex.  Civ.  App.),  132  S. 
W.  902. 

Washington. — Benton  v.  Johncox. 
17  Wash.  277,  61  Am.  St.  Rep.  912.  49 
Pac.  495,  39  L.  R.  A.  107.  See,  also, 
Shotwell  V.  Dodge,  8  Wash.  337.  36 
Pac.  254 ;  Sander  v.  Wilson,  34  Wash. 
659,  76  Pac.  280;  City  of  New  What- 
com V.  Fairhaven  L.  Co.,  24  Wash. 
493,  64  Pac.  735,  .54  L.  R.  A.  100; 
Nesalhon*  ▼.  Walker,  45  Wash.   621, 
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had  been  ratified  by  the  act  of  1866,  establishing  free  appropria- 
tion upon  public  land.  In  1872  Colorado  was  still  a  Territory,  and 
the  case  of  Yunker  v.  Nichols,  the  first  case  in  Colorado  upon  the 
subject,  arose  in  the  territorial  court.**  The  case  is  quoted  later 
herein  on  the  point  actually  asserted,  and  as  to  which  the  writer 
conceives  it  is  no  longer  law  in  any  jurisdiction.***  The  question 
was  not  one  of  appropriation  of  water,  but  of  right  of  way  for  a 
ditch.  There  were  three  opinions  given,  none  exactly  the  same, 
holding  that  an  irrigator  has  a  way  of  necessity  over  another's  land 
to  water.  It  did  not  involve  a  dispute  as  to  rights  in  the  water  it- 
self. But  the  court  was  emphatic  that  all  landowner  rights  what- 
soever are  subject  in  Colorado  to  the  necessity  of  those  diverting 
water  for  irrigation.  Though  hence  only  dictum  in  its  absolute  re- 
jection of  riparian  lights,  it  was  very  emphatic.  Mr.  Mills,  of  the 
Colorado  bar,  says  of  it: "  **It  practically  swept  away  the  common- 
law  doctrine  of  riparian  rights  as  applicable  to  Colorado,  long 
before  a  case  actually  arose  between  an  appropriator  of  water  for 
irrigation  and  a  riparian  claimant  along  the  natural  stream.  Such 
a  case  did  not  actually  arise  until  some  ten  years  later." 

In  the  next  case  after  Yunker  v.  Nichols,*'^  the  question  was  also 
of  right  of  way  over  land  for  a  ditch,  not  of  riparian  right  to 
water.  The  prevailing  opinion  seems  to  be  against  the  Yunker  case 
as  to  a  way  of  necessity,  but  the  dissenting  opinion  of  Thatcher,  J., 
strongly  reasserts  it,  saying  that  it  ''is  founded  on  the  imperious 
laws  of  nature,  with  reference  to  which  it  must  be  presumed  the 
government  parts  with  its  title."  In  the  next  case,*®  the  extent 
of  the  easement  was  limited  **to  the  narrowest  limits,"  with  the 
least  possible  damage;  ''it  has  been  well  said  that  the  necessity  of 


88  Pac.  1032;  Kendall  v.  Joyce,  48 
Wash.  489,  93  Pac.  1091;  HoUet  v. 
DaviB  (1909),  54  Wash.  326,  103  Pac. 
423;  Mason  v.  Yearwood  (Wash. 
1910),  108  Pac.  608.  In  Benton  v. 
Johncox,  the  court  cites  numerous 
other  cases. 

United  States  Supreme  Cdwrt, — 
Sturr  V.  Beck,  133  U.  S.  541,  10  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  350,  33  L.  Ed.  761,  is  a 
positiTe  decision  in  support  of  the 
California  doctrine.  (Arose  on  ap- 
peal from  Territory  of  Dakota.)  See, 
also.  Winters  v.  United  States,  207 
U.  S.  564,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  208,  52 
L.  Ed.  340. 

IfwceKaneotM. — The  Western  law  of 
^propriation    in    lieu    of    riparian 


rights,  citing  the  Western  cases,  was 
urged  in  Wisconsin,  Huber  v.  Mer- 
kel,  117  Wis.  355,  98  Am.  St.  Rep. 
933,  94  N.  W.  354,  62  L.  R.  A.  589, 
and  in  Illinois,  Druley  v.  Adam,  102 
111.  202,  but  in  both  the  court  refused 
to  recognize  appropriation  at  all.  In 
Hawaiian  Islands  it  is  expressly  left 
open  whether  the  common  law  of  ripa- 
rian rights  is  in  force.  Wong  Long 
V.   Irwin    (1896),   10   Hawau,   271. 

13  1  Colo.  551,  8  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
64. 

13a  Infrot  sec.  223  et  seq. 

14  Mills'  Irrigation  Manual,  p.   34. 

15  Schilling    v.    Rominger,    4    Colo. 
100. 

16  Crisman  v.  Heiderer,  6  Colo.  596. 
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one  man's  business  is  not  to  be  made  the  standard  of  another  man's 
right" 

Coffin  v.  Left  Hand  Ditch  Co.^'^  is  the  next  case.  The  appro- 
priation had  been  made  while  the  water  flowed  over  public  land. 
Those  claiming  as  riparian  owners  had  acquired  their  land  title 
after  the  diversion,  and  would  have  no  rights  under  the  California 
doctrine,"  for  the  point  actually  decided,  *'If  appropriated  by  one 
prior  to  the  patenting  of  such  soil  by  another,  it  is  a  vested  right, 
entitled  to  protection,  though  not  mentioned  in  the  patent,  "^^  is 
part  of  the  California  doctrine.  The  California  court  considered 
the  Coffin  case  in  Lux  v.  Haggin,  and  pointed  out  that  the  Colo- 
rado court  in  actual  decision  was  only  protecting  old  appropria- 
tions made  before  the  settlement  The  Coffin  opinion,  however, 
made  no  distinction  between  prior  and  subsequent  diversions,  and 
declared  that  on  the  ground  of  imperative  necessity  no  settlers  can 
daim  any  right  aside  froifL  appropriation.  This  dictum  rejecting 
the  riparian  rights  of  the  settler  against  new  appropriations  is 
generally  taken  as  the  original  precedent  for  the  rejection  of  the 
oommon  law  in  toto  under  what  is  now  called  the  Colorado  doctrine. 

The  Colorado  doctrine  is  in  force  in  the  following  jurisdictions: 
Alaska,  Arizona,  Colorado,  Idaho,  New  Mexico,  Nevada,  Utah,  Wyo- 
ming, and  partially  in  Nebraska,  Oregon  and  Texas,  and  has  been 
very  recently  sanctioned  and  applied  by  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States.^ 


W  6  Colo.  443. 

u  Although  the  patent  issued  be- 
fore 1866,  that  is  immaterial  under 
the  California  doctrine.  The  Coffin 
ease  on  its  facts  was  similar  to  Van 
Sickle  T.  Haines,  and  the  actual  deci- 
sion was  only  a  rejection  of  the  Van 
Sickle  "trespasser"  theory  above  set 
forth.    Supra,  sec.  87. 

»  Page  449. 

»  AUuka, — Van  Dyke  t.  Midnight 
Sun  Co.  (C.  C.  A.  1910),  177  Fed. 
85.  (Prior  to  this  decision  the  mat- 
ter was  in  doubt.  See  Ketchikan  etc. 
Co.  ▼.  Citizens'  etc.  Co.,  2  Alaska, 
120;  Thomdyke  v.  Alaska  Persfiver- 
an«»  Co.,  164  Fed.  657;  McCloskey  v. 
Padfic  Coast  Co.,  160  Fed.  794,  87 
C.  C.  A.  568.)  See,  also,  Madigan  ▼. 
KoQgarok  M.  Co.,  3  Alaska,  63;  Me- 
Farland  v.  Alaska  etc.  Co.,  3  Alaska, 

Arigona, — Clough  T.  Wing,  2  Aria. 
371, 17  Pae.  453 1  Chandler  ▼.  Austin, 


sub.  nom.  4  Ariz.  346;  Austin  ▼. 
Chandler,  42  Pac.  483;  Boquillas  etc. 
Co.  V.  Curtis,  11  Ariz.  128,  89  Pac. 
504;  S.  C,  213  U.  S.  339,  29  Sup. 
Ct.  Bep.  493,  53  L.  Ed.  822;  Arizona 
Copper  Co.  v.  Gillespie  (Ariz.  1909), 
100  Pac.  465. 

Colorado.— Cof^n  t.  Left  Hand 
Bitch  Co.,  6  Colo.  443.  See,  also, 
Yunker  v.  Nichols,  1  Colo.  551,  8 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  64;  Schilling  v.  Rom- 
inger,  4  Colo.  100;  Crisman  ▼.  Heid- 
erer,  5  Colo.  596;  Hammond  t.  Rose, 
11  Colo.  526,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  258,  19 
Pac.  466;  Oppenlander  v.  Left  Hand 
Ditch  Co.,  18  Colo.  142,  31  Pac.  854; 
Crippen  v.  White,  28  Colo.  298,  64 
Pac.  184;  Sternberger  v.  Seaton  etc. 
Co.  (1909),  45  Colo.  401,  102  Pac. 
168  (citing  this  book,  2d  ed.) ; 
Snyder  v.  Colorado  etc.  Co.  (C.  C.  A.), 
181  Fed.  62;  Cascade  etc.  Co.  v.  Em- 
pire etc.  Co.  (Colo.),  181  Fed.  1011. 
But  it  seems  that  the  common  law  of 
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In  some  of  these  the  decision  is  aided  by  constitutional  or  statu- 
tory provisions  cited  and  construed  in  the-  cases.  In  others,  notably 
Nevada,  it  was  reached  without  statute.    In  all  of  them  the  point 


riparian  rights  applies  to  domestic 
uses  {infra,  sec.  308),  and  there  are 
decisions  in  the  Federal  courts  for 
Colorado  based  on  the  common  law  of 
riparian  rights  generally.  Mason  ▼. 
Cotton,  4  Fed.  792,  2  McCrary,  82; 
Schwab  V.  Beam,  86  Fed.  41,  19  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  279.  (Kansas  v.  Colorado, 
206  U.  8.  46,  27  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  655, 
51  L.  Ed.  956,  evaded  the  issue  upon 
the  law  of  waters.)  In  a  late  case, 
Humphreys  etc.  Co.  v.  Frank  (1909), 
46  Colo.  524,  105  Pac.  1093,  it  was 
left  open  whether  a  riparian  owner 
"has  still  some  rights  which  the  law 
recognizes,"  though  subordinate  to 
that  of  a  prior  appropriator. 

Idaho, — Drake  v.  Ear  hart,  2  Idaho, 
750,  23  Pac.  541;  Boise  etc.  Co.  ▼. 
Stewart,  10  Idaho,  38,  77  Pac.  25, 
321 ;  Taylor  v.  Hulett,  15  Idaho,  265, 
97  Pac.  39,  19  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  535; 
Hutchinson  v.  V^atson  D.  Co.  (1909), 
16  Idaho,  484,  133  Am.  St.  Rep.  125, 
101  Pac.  1059,  citing  this  book,  2d 
ed.  In  the  Federal  courts,  see 
KraU  V.  United  States,  79  Fed.  241, 
24  C.  C.  A.  543.  But  riparian  rights 
have  been  very  lately  held  to  exist  in 
Idaho  as  regards  access  to  navigable 
waters  (Shepard  v.  Coeur  d'Alene 
Co.  (1909),  16  Idaho,  293,  101  Pac. 
591),  and  exist  also  as  against  any- 
one diverting  the  stream  without  com- 
plying with  the  rules  for  securing  a 
valid  appropriation  according  to  law. 
Hutchinson  v.  Watson  D.  Co.,  16 
Idaho,  484,  133  Am.  St.  Rep.  125, 
101  Pkc.  1059,  citing  Lux  v.  Haggin, 
69  Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674,  and  the 
second  edition  of  this  book. 

Nebraska. — See  note  12  of  the  pre- 
ceding section. 

New  Mexico. — Trambley  v.  Luter- 
man,  6  N.  M.  15,  27  Pac.  312;  United 
States  V.  Rio  Grande  etc.  Co.,  9  N. 
M.  303,  51  Pac.  674;  S.  C,  174  U.  S. 
706,  19  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  770,  43  L.  Ed. 
1136;  Albuquerque  etc.  Co.  v.  Gutier- 
rez, 10  N.  M.  177,  61  Pac.  357;  S.  C, 
Gutierres  v.  Albuquerque  Land  etc. 
Co.,  188  U.  S.  545,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
338,  47  L.  Ed.  588;  Hagerman  etc. 
Co,  V.  McMurray  (N.  M.  1911),  113 


Pac.  823,  citing  the  second  edition  of 
this  book. 

Nevada, — ^Reno  etc.  Co.  t.  Steven- 
son, 20  Nev.  269,  19  Am.  St.  Rep. 
364,  21  Pac.  317,  4  L.  R.  A.  60; 
Twaddle  v.  Winters,  29  Nev.  28,  85 
Pac.  284,  89  Pac.  2S9  (though  Van 
Sickle  V.  Haines,  7  Nev.  249,  15  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  201,  had  been  the  other 
way.  Jones  v.  Adams,  19  Nev.  78, 
3  Am.  St.  Rep.  788,  6  P&c.  442,  is 
frequently  referred  to  as  overruling 
the  Van  Sickle  case,  but  it  did  so 
only  on  a  different  point).  In  the 
Federal  courts.  Van  Sickle  t.  Haines 
had  been  followed  (before  it  was 
overruled)  by  Union  etc.  Co.  v.  Fer- 
ris, Fgd.  Cas.  No.  14,371,  2  Saw.  176, 
8  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  90;  Union  etc.  Co. 
V.  Dangberg,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,370, 
2  Saw.  450,  8  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  113, 
which  were  practically  overruled  by 
Union  etc.  Co.  v.  Dangberg,  81  Fed. 
73.  See,  also,  Anderson  v.  Bassman, 
140  Fed.  14. 

Oregon, — See  note  12  of  the  preced- 
ing section. 

Texas, — See  note  12  of  the  preced- 
ing section. 

Utah. — StoweU  v.  Johnson,  7  Utah, 
215,  26  Pac.  290;  Salt  Lake  City  v. 
Salt  Lake  etc.  Co.,  25  Utah,  456.  71 
Pac.  1069;  Nash  v.  Clark,  27  Utah, 
158,  101  Am.  St.  Rep.  953,  75  Pac 
371,  1  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  208;  S.  C, 
Clark  V.  Nash,  198  U.  S.  361,  25  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  676,  4  Ann.  Cas.  1171,  49  L. 
Ed.  1085;  Cole  v.  Richards  Irr.  Co., 
27  Utah,  206,  101  Am.  St.  Rep.  962, 
75  Pac.  376.  But  see  Willow  Cr.  etc. 
Co.  V.  Mclntyre,  21  Utah,  248,  81 
Am.  St.  Rep.  687,  60  Pac.  943,  51 
L.  R.  A.  280. 

Wyoming. — ^Moyer  v.  Preston,  6 
Wyo.  308,  71  Am.  St.  Rep.  914,  44 
Pac.  845;  Willey  v.  Decker,  11  Wyo. 
496,  100  Am.  St.  Rep.  939,  73  Pac. 
210. 

United  States  Supreme  Court. — 
At  the  time  of  the  second  edition  of 
this  book  there  had  been  no  actual  de- 
cision of  the  United  States  supreme 
court  enforcing  the  Colorado  doctrine 
against   a   riparian   owner,   yet  cases 
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is  to-day  covered  by  statute."  There  has  been,  however,  an  adop- 
tion of  the  common  law  in  all  the  Western  States  as  the  basis  of 
their  general  law." 

These  States  generally  arrived  at  their  conclusion  in  the  same 
way  as  Colorado.  In  the  earliest  of  them  the  facts  usually  pre- 
sented an  appropriation  on  public  land  prior  to  the  riparian  settle- 
ment, and  the  question  really  was  only  upon  the  ** trespasser"  theory 
of  Van  Sickle  v.  Haines ;  that  is,  whether  a  subsequent  patent  could 
oust  an  existing  appropriator  as  a  mere  trespasser.  Such,  for  ex- 
ample, were  the  cases  in  Colorado,"  Idaho,^  Nevada^*  and  New 
Mexico,  on  whose  facts  the  appropriator  was  prior  to  the  riparian 
settlement.  In  rejecting  the  principle  of  the  Van  Sickle  case  (with 
its  holding  that  appropriators,  even  those  antedating  the  riparian 
settlement,  were  mere  trespassers),  so  great  was  the  popular  dis- 
approval and  the  reaction,  that  the  courts  of  these  younger  States 
threw  aside  the  conmion  law  of  riparian  rights  absolutely  (even 
should  the  riparian  settlement  in  turn  precede  the  diversion)  and 
have  ever  since  refused  to  recognize  it  at  all,  and  therewith  have 
refused  to  recognize  any  proprietary  water-rights  in  a  landowner 
as  such  under  any  circumstances,  whether  it  be  the  United  States 
or  its  private  successors  holding  land  patents. 

For  this  the  California  decisions  were  misconceived  to  be  au- 
thority which  the  younger  courts  believed  they  were  following. 
For  example,  in  New  Mexico  a  case  arose  which,  like  the  CofBn 
case,  presented  an  appropriation  prior  to  the  riparian  settlement, 
but  the  New  Mexico  court  ^  cites  the  California  cases,  as  support- 


eoDtained  mneh  matter  showing  aelear 
(ietennination  to  uphold  the  Colorado 
doctrine  in  States  that  had  adopted' 
it  United  States  v.  Bio  Grande  etc. 
Co.,  174  U.  8.  706,  19  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
770,  43  L.  Ed.  1136;  Gutierres  v.  Al- 
buqoerque  etc.  Co.,  188  U.  S.  545,  23 
Sop.  Ct.  Rep.  338,  47  L.  Ed.  588; 
Clark  r.  Nash,  198  U.  8.  361,  25  Sup. 
Ct.  Bep.  676,  49  L.  Ed.  1085,  4  Ann. 
Cas.  1171;  Kansas  t.  Colorado,  206  U. 
S.  46,  27  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  655,  51  L. 
Ed.  956.  Since  then,  the  decision  in 
Boquillas  etc.  Co.  v.  Curtis  (1909, 
from  Arizona),  213  U.  S.  339,  29  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  493,  53  L.  Ed.  822,  very  em- 
phaticallj  applied  the  doctrine  against 
a  riparian  owner.  See,  also,  Los 
Aueeies  v.  Los  Angeles  etc.  Co. 
0910),  217  U.  8.  217,  30  Sup.  Ct. 
Bep.  452,  54  L.  Ed.  736. 


21  The  constitutional  provision  re- 
lied on  in  Colorado  is  Colorado  con- 
stitution, article  16,  sections  5  and  6; 
in  Idaho,  article  15,  section  3;  in 
Wyoming,  article  1,  section  31. 

22  U.  S.  V.  Rio  Grande  etc.  Co.,  174 
U.  S.  706,  19  Sup.  Ct.  R^p.  770,  43 
L.  Ed.  1136. 

23  Coffin  V.  L.  H.  D.  Co.  and  Tynan 
y.  Despain,  supra,  patent  issued  be- 
fore 1866. 

24  Drake  v.  Earhart,  supra,  and 
Hutchinson  v.  Watson  D.  Co.,  supra 
(1909),  16  Idaho,  484,  133  Am.  St. 
Rep.  125,  101  Pac.  1059,  patent  issued 
after  the  appropriation. 

26  Jones  V.  Adams,  19  Nev.  78,  3 
Am.  St.  Rep.  788,  6  Pac.  442.      • 

1  Trambley  v.  Luterman,  6  N.  M. 
25,  27  Pac.  312. 
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ing  its  ruling  that  ''the  common  law,  as  to  rights  of  riparian 
owners,  is  not  in  force  in  this  Territory  nor  in  California,  Nevada, 
and  other  Pacific  States. "  The  California  decisions  were  not  clearly 
understood. 

(dd  ed.) 

§  119.  Same — "Landowner"  Statute. — ^In  reaching  the  con- 
clusion in  Colorado,  an  early  statute  (quoted  in  the  part  of  this 
book  relating  to  statutes)  was  referred  to.  The  Colorado  terri- 
torial legislature  in  1861^  provided  that  all  landowners  on  the 
banks  of  a  stream  are  entitled  to  use  the  water  for  irrigation,  and 
in  1862,^  that  no  stream  shall  be  diverted  to  the  detriment  of  any 
landowner  along  it.  In  1864,*  **who  have  a  priority  of  right"  was 
inserted  with  reference  to  the  landowner.  As  between  such  land- 
owners themselves  an  equitable  apportionment  (and  not  priority) 
was  provided  for.^  This  statute  has  been  copied  in  other  States.^ 
The  Colorado  court  held  it  to  be  a  positive  rejection  of  riparian 
rights  because  it  permitted  irrigation.^  So  did  the  Wyoming  court.® 
In  Montana,  South  Dakota  and  Washington,  however,  and  partly 
in  Oregon,  the  contrary  is  declared.    Instead  of  rejecting  riparian 


3  Stat9.  1861,  p.  67,  sec.  1;  Bey. 
Stats.  1908,  sec.  3165 ;  M.  A.  &  2256 
et  seq.  * 

8  Stats.  1862,  p.  48,  sec.  48. 

4  Stats.  1864,  p.  68,  sec.  32. 

5  Bev.  Stats.  1908,  sec.  3166;  Gen. 
Stats.,  sees.  1375,  1714;  Laws  1861, 
p.  68,  sec.  4.  See  Rev.  Stats.  1908, 
sec.  3427. 

6  Colorado. — As  just  cited.  See 
Colorado  Stats.,  sec.  1433,  tn/ro. 

Idaho. — (Quoted  in  the  part  of  this 
book  relating  to  statutes,  see.  1435, 
infra.)  Bev.  Stats.  3184,  quoted  in 
Schodde  v.  Twin  Falls  etc.  Co.,  161 
Fed.  43,  88  C.  C.  A.  207.  Likewise 
McLean's  Rev.  Codes,  sec.  3299;  Rev. 
Stats.  1887,  sec.  3180,  cited  in  dis- 
senting opinion  in  Drake  v.  Earhart, 
2  Idaho,  750,  23  Pac.  541. 

Montana. — Bannock's  Stats.  367, 
sees.  1,  2;  Thorp  v.  Freed,  1  Mont. 
651. 

North  DaTcota. — Rev.  Codes,  Civ. 
Code,  sec.  4798;  Bigelow  v.  Draper, 
6  N.  D.  152,  69  N.  W.  570. 

Oregon. — B.  &  C.  Comp.,  sec.  5000, 
semblc.  See  Hough  v.  Porter,  51  Or. 
318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102 
Pac.  728. 

Soiith  Dakota. — (As  quoted  in  the 
part  of  this  book  relating  to  statutes, 


sec.  1445,  infra.)  Rev.  Codes,  sees. 
278,  2563;  Amd.  Stats.  1899,  sec 
2687;  cf.  Stats.  1907,  p.  382;  Lone 
Tree  Co.  v.  Cyclone  Co.,  15  S.  D.  519, 
91  N.  W.  354.  Cf .  Stats.  1911,  c.  263, 
p.  468. 

Washington. — ^Laws  1873,  p.  520; 
Laws  1899,  c.  131,  p.  261;  Pierce's 
Codes  1905,  sec.  5123;  HiU's  Codes, 
sees.  1718,  1761,  1774.  See  Benton  v. 
Johncox,  17  Wash.  277,  61  Am.  St. 
Rep.  912,  49  Pac.  495,  39  L.  B.  A. 
107;  Weed  ▼.  Goodwin,  36  Wash.  31, 
78  Fac.  36;  Dickey  v.  Maddux,  48 
Wash.  411,  93  Pac.  1090;  Nielson  v. 
Sponer,  46  Wash.  14,  123  Am.  St. 
Rep.  910,  89  Pac.  155;  HoUett  v. 
Davis,  54  Wash.  326,  103  Pac.  423; 
State  ex  rel.  Galbraith  v.  Superior 
Court  (Wash.  1910),  110  Pac.  429. 

Wyoming,  —  Comp.  Laws  1867 
(1876),  c.  65,  sec.  1;  Rev.  Stats.  1317; 
Willey  V.  Decker,  11  Wyo.  496,  100 
Am.  St.  Rep.  939,  73  Pac.  210. 

7  Coffin  V.  Left  Hand  D.  Co.,  and 
other  cases  cited  supra,  sec.  118. 

8  Willey  V.  Decker,  11  Wyo.  496, 
100  Am.  St.  Rep.  939,  73  Pac.  210; 
Moyer  v.  Preston,  6  Wyo.  308,  71  Am. 
St.  Rep.  914,  44  Pac.  845. 
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rights  the  statute  is  held  a  simple  exposition  thereof,  preserving 
the  stream  to  the  neighboring  landowners,  who  have  settled  prior 
to  the  appropriation,  and  a  declaration  that  a  possessory  right  to 
the  land  should  be  equivalent  to  the  fee  for  this  purpose.^  A  casual 
reading  of  the  statute  certainly  would  give  the  impression  that  it 
was  very  similar  in  intent  to  the  early  California  provision  that 
"The  rights  of  riparian  proprietors  are  not  affected  by  the  provi- 
sions of  this  title.  "^^  It  certainly  sounds  like  the  expressions  used 
by  courts  following  the  California  doctrine  in  expressing  the  ripa- 
rian owner's  right  to  irrigate.  The  insertion  of  *' priority  of  right'* 
in  1864  strengthens  this  similarity,  for  the  California  doctrine,  at 
its  foundation,  requires  the  riparian  owner  to  have  settled  prior 
to  the  appropriation  if  he  would  assert  his  riparian  right.*^  In 
Oregon  the  court  recently,  while  departing  from  its  previous  rulings 
and  rejecting  riparian  rights  to  a  considerable  extent,  relied  on  this 
act  as  prohibiting  a  rejection  in  toto}^  Nevertheless,  it  has  been 
one  of  the  features  relied  on  in  Colorado  and  Wyoming  to  support 
the  absolute  rejection  of  riparian  rights,  as  above  set  forth. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  120.    Same  —  Collateral  Results  of  the  Rejection.— This  re- 
jection of  riparian  rights  under  the  Colorado  doctrine  is  held  to 


»  Thorp  V.  Freed,  1  Mont.  651,  per 
Wade,  C.  J.;  Lone  Tree  D.  Co.  v. 
Cyclone  D.  Co.,  15  S.  D.  519,  91  N. 
^  W.  354;  Benton  v.  Johncox,  17  Wash. 
277,  61  Am.  St.  Rep.  91Z,  49  Pac. 
498,  39  L.  R.  A.  107;  Dickey  v.  Mad- 
dux, 48  Wash.  411,  93  Pac.  1090; 
Eendall  v.  Jojce,  48  Wash.  489,  93 
Pac.  1091.  Cf.,  also,  Bigelow  v. 
Draper,  6  N.  D.  152,  69  N.  W.  570, 
and  dissenting  opinion  of  Berry,  J.,  in 
Drake  v.  Earhart,  2  Idaho,  750,  23 
Pac.  541. 

10  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1422.  So,  in 
Lux  V.  Haggin,  a  point* was  made  of 
an  earlier  California  section,  still 
more  similar  to  the  Colorado  one; 
Cal.  Stats.  1863-64,  p.  375,  sec.  10, 
providing:  "No  person  or  persons 
shall  divert  the  waters  of  any  river 
or  stream  from  its  natural  channel 
to  the  detriment  of  any  person  or  per- 
sons located  below  them  on  the 
stream." 

11  In  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States  it  was  said  that  such 

Wftter  Bighii — 10 


statute  might  be  taken  as  a  protection 
of  riparian  rights  after  patent  issued, 
though  refusing  to  pass  upon  the  ef- 
fect of  such  an  act  before  patent. 
Jennison  v.  Kirk,  98  U.  S.  453,  25 
L.  Ed.  240,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  504, 
concerning  the  proviso  in  the  act  of 
1866. 

12  Saving:  "And  in  this  connection 
it  will  be  observed  that  section  5000, 
B.  &  C.  Comp.,  protects  the  owner 
contiguous  to  the  stream,  as  against 
those  claiming  under  the  act  of  which 
that  section  is  a  part,  in  his  right  to 
the  flow  of  the  stream  to  the  extent 
required  for  householdj  domestic^  and 
other  uses  incident  thereto,  with  suffi- 
cient quantity  for  irrigation  purposes 
to  the  extent  then  actually  needed  and 
in  use.  An  exception  to  that  extent 
is  accordingly  made  in  favor  of  the 
landowner,  as  against,  and  only  to  the 
extent  of,  such  rights  as  may  be  as- 
serted under  the  act."  Hough  v. 
Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98 
Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728. 
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extend  to  a  rejection  of  common-law  riparian  fishing  rights  in  Colo- 
rado;** but  in  Idaho,  not  to  include  a  rejection  of  the  common-law 
riparian  rights  to  accretion  or  access,**  nor  in  Idaho,  to  a  rejection 
of  riparian  right  to  domestic  use  against  an  appropriator  not  com- 
plying with  the  law  in  regard  to  making  appropriations,*'  nor  in 
Oregon  (under  its  recent  change  of  rule)  to  a  rejection  of  the  ripa- 
rian right  for  domestic  use  in  any  event.** 

The  rejection  of  riparian  rights  in  Colorado  applies  to  lands 
acquired  while  Colorado  was  a  territory,  as  well  as  those  acquired 
after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,*^  and,  in  Arizona,  to  lands 
deraigned  under  Mexican  grant  as  well  as  those  deraigned  under 
United  States  patent.*® 


(3d  ed.) 

§  121.    In  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. — ^While 

Judge  Field  was  on  the  bench,  the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States  were  given  on  the  theory  that  the  appropriator 
deraigned  hi^  rights  from  the  United  States  as  proprietor  of  the 
public  lands,  and  that  he  was  protected  against  the  riparian  claims 
of  settlers  only  if  the  appropriation  was  prior  in  time  to  the  settle- 
ment, and  that  the  Federal  statutes  so  aflSrmed  in  order  to  prevent 
the  loss  of  the  appropriation  on  a  later  sale  of  the  public  land  by  the 
United  States  to  the  private  landowner.  This  earlier  line  of  the  de- 
cisions follows  close  to  the  historical  rationale  of  the  doctrine  which 
gave  it  origin  as  a  system  of  disposing  of  rights  on  the  public  domain, 
and  culminated  in  Sturr  v.  Beck,*®  actually  enforcing  the  California 
doctrine  in  favor  of  a  prior  settler  when  private  riparian,  land  was 
involved.    This  first  stage  of  the  United  States  supreme  court's 


13  Stemberger  v.  Seaton  etc.  Co. 
(1909)  45  Colo.  401.  102  Pac.  168. 
Cf.  State  V.  Barker  (Utah),  108  Pac. 
352. 

1*  Hutcbinson  ▼.  Watson  D.  Co. 
(1909),  16  Idaho,  484,  133  Am.  St. 
Bep.  125,  101  Pac.  1059. 

15  Ibid,,  and  quaere  in  Colorado. 
See  Stemberger  v.  Seaton  Co.,  supra; 
and  Humphrey  T.  Co.  v.  Frank  (1909) 
46  Colo.  524,  105  Pac.  1093,  a  case  of 
pollution.  The  headnote  of  the  Idaho 
case    in    the    Pacific    Reporter    sajsi 

**A  riparian  owner's  right  to  use 
the  water  of  a  stream  for  domestic 
and  culinary  purposes  and  watering 
his  stock,  and  to  have  the  water  flow 
by  or  through  his  riparian  premises, 
is  such  a  right  as  the  law  recognizes 


as  inferior  to  a  right  acquired  by 
appropriation,  and  superior  to  any 
right  of  a  stranger  to  or  intermeddler 
with  the  waters  of  such  stream." 

16  Hough  V.  Porter,  supra. 

17  Stemberger  v.  Seaton  Co.  (Colo. 
1909),  45  Colo.  401,  102  Pac.  168. 

18  Boquillas  etc.  Co.  v.  Curtis,  11 
Ariz.  128,  89  Pac.  504;  S.  C,  213 
U.  8.  339,  29  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  493,  53  L. 
Ed.  822.  But  not,  in  Arizona,  to  a 
rejection  of  the  common-law  right  of 
a  riparian  owner  not  to  have  the 
stream  backed  up  upon  his  land. 
Kroeger  v.  Twin  Buttes  etc.  Co. 
(Ariz.),  114  Pac.  553. 

i»  133  U.  S.  541,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
350,  33  L,  Ed.  761. 
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decisions  includes  Atchison  v.  Peterson,^©  Basey  v.  Qallagher,^*  Jen- 
nison  v.  Kirk,^  Broder  v.  Water  Co.,*  and  Sturr  v.  Beck.* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  122.    Same. — ^But  a  second  stage  of  the  decisions  of  the  supreme 

court  of  the  United  States  has  within  recent  years  l?een  reached, 
which  disregards  the  proprietary  rights  of  the  United  States  as  hav- 
ing any  bearing  upon  the  rights  of  an  appropriator.  Recent  cases 
have  all  gone  to  that  court  from  jurisdictions  where  the  Colorado 
doctrine  is  in  force,  and  the  theory  on  which  they  are  based  is  en- 
tirely that  of  the  Colorado  doctrine,  regarding  the  right  of  appro- 
priation as  dependent  purely  on  local  sovereign  power  to  fix  the 
local  law  without  attempting  to  reconcile  this  with  the  decisions  of 
the  earlier  or  ** public  domain"  stage.  This  line  of  decisions  in- 
cludes United  States  v.  Rio  Grande  etc.  Co.,*  Qutierres  v.  Albuquer- 
que etc.  Co.,*  Clark  v.  Nash,**  Kansas  v.  Colorado,®  and  Boquillas  etc. 
Co.  7.  Curtis.''  This  line  of  authorities  is  based  on  a  determination 
to  uphold  the  Colorado  doctrine  in  such  States  as  have  adopted  it, 
and  upon  which  rights  have  there  grown  up  of  great  value.  They 
are  not,  however,  clear  on  the  precise  ground  upon  which  it  is  to  be 
upheld.  The  first  two®  declare  for  a  construction  of  the  early 
Federal  statutes  as  the  basis;  while  the  last  three®  show  a  de- 
termination to  pass  by  those  statutes,  and  to  treat  the  question  as 
one  inherent  in  local  sovereignty,  regardless  of  Federal  proprietor- 
ship. This  view,  strongly  asserted  in  Kansas  v.  Colorado,  was  not 
actually  in  that  case  decided  because  the  decision  was  rested  on  the 
insufficiency  of  a  showing  of  damage  in  the  case  by  the  riparianists 
such  as  would  warrant  an  injunction,  even  if  the  anti-riparian 
8}'stem  were  not  sound,  but  was  actually  enforced  and  decided  in 
Boquillas  etc.  Co.  v.  Curtis.  At  the  same  time,  in  another  very 
recent  case,  decided  between  Kansas  v.  Colorado  and  the  Boquillas 


»  20  Wall.   (87  U.  8.)   507,  22  L. 
Ed.  414,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  583. 

«  20  Wall.  (87  U.  S.)   670,  22  L. 
Ei  452,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  683. 

22  98  U.  S.  453,  24  L.  Ed.  240,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  504. 

1  101  U.  S.  274,  25  L.  Ed.  790,  5 
Morr.  Min,  Rep.   790. 

2  133  U.  S.  541,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
^50,  33  L.  Ed.  761. 

3  174  U.  8.  690,  19  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
7T0,  43  L.  Ed.  1136. 


4  188  U.  S.  545,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
338,  47  L.   Ed.  588. 

5  198  U.  S.  361,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
676,  4  Ann.  Cas.  1171,  49  L.  Ed.  1085. 

6  206  U.  S.  46,  27  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
655,  51  L.  Ed.   956. 

T  (1909)  213  U.  S.  339,  29  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  493,  53  L.  Ed.  822. 

8  United  States  v.  Rio  Grande  etc. 
Co.  and  Gutierres  v.  Albuquerque  etc. 
Co. 

0  Clark  v.  Nash,  Kansas  v.  Colo- 
rado, and  Boquillas  ete.  Co.  t.  Curtis. 
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case,  it  is  said  by  Mr.  Justice  McKenna:  *^  "The  power  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  reserve  the  waters  and  exempt  them  from  appropriation 
under  the  State  laws  is  not  denied  and  could  not  be."  This  is  in- 
consistent with  what  Mr.  Justice  Brewer  said  in  Kansas  y.  Colorado, 
and  he  accordingly  dissented.** 

These  decisions  will  be  considered  more  at  length  later;  for  the 
purpose  of  this  historical  statement  the  following  passage  best 
shows  the  present  attitude  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States:  ''This  court  must  recognize  the  difference  of  climate  and 
soil  which  renders  necessary  these  different  laws  in  the  States  so 
situated."*^  That  is,  whatever  may  be  the  true  theory,  the  water 
laws  of  each  State  will  be  upheld  on  the  ground  of  expediency 
because  of  the  valuable  rights  which  have  grown  up  under  both 
systems. 


C.  LATER  AND  RECENT  STATE  LEGISLATION, 
(3d  ed.) 

§  123.    Public  Service  Declared  Under  State  Oontrol.— In  1879 
California  adopted  a  new  constitution.    The  history  of  the  move- 


10  Winters  v.  United  States,  207 
U.  S.  564,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  208,  52 
L.  Ed.  340.  See  Burley  ▼.  United 
States   (1910),  179  Fed,  1. 

11  There  should  be  added  the  ease 
(decided  since  the  aboTe  was  written) 
of  Los  Angeles  t.  Los  Angeles  Go. 
(1910),  217  U.S.  217, 30  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
452,  54  L.  Ed.  736.  The  case  arose 
in  California  under  the  pueblo  right 
of  Los  Angeles,  which  the  State  court 
holds  paramount  to  riparian  rights. 
Supra,  sec.  68.  This  decision  is  more 
particularly  referred  to  hereafter. 
Infra,  sees.  177,  183. 

12  Clark  V.  Nash,  198  U.  S.  361, 
25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  676,  49  L.  Ed.  1085. 

There  have  been  the  following  de- 
cisions in  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States:  Atchison  v.  Peterson, 
87  U.  S.  507,  22  L.  Ed.  414^  1  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  583;  Basey  v.  Gallagher, 
87  U.  S.  670,  22  L.  Ed.  452,  1  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  683;  Jennison  v.  Kirk,  98 
U.  S.  453,  25  L.  Ed.  240,  4  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  504;  Broder  v.  Water  Co., 
101  U.  S.  274,  25  L.  Ed.  790,  5  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  33;  Sturr  v.  Beck,  133  U. 
S.  541,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  350,  33  L, 
Ed.  761;  Bvbee  v.  Oregon  etc.  Co., 
139  U.  S.  663,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  641, 


35  L.  Ed.  305;  Bear  Lake  etc.  Co.  ▼. 
Garland,  164  U.  S.  1,  17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep, 
7,  41  L.  Ed.  327;  United  States  v. 
Rio  Grande  etc.  Co.,  174  U.S.  690,  19 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  770,  43  L.  Ed.  1136; 
Kansas  v.  Colorado,  185  U.  S.  125,  22 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  552,  46  L.  Ed.  838; 
TeUuride  etc.  Co.  v.  Rio  Grande  etc. 
Co.,  187  U.  S.  569,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
178,  47  L.  Ed.  307;  Gutierres  v.  Al- 
buquerque etc.  Co.,  188  U.  S.  545,  23 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  338,  47  L.  Ed.  588; 
Clark  T.  Nash,  198  U.  S.  361,  25  Sup, 
Ct.  Rep.  676,  49  L.  Ed.  1085,  4  Ann, 
Cas.  1171;  Kansas  v.  Colorado,  206 
U.  S.  46,  27  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  655,  51 
L.  Ed.  956;  Winters  v.  United  States, 
207  U.  S.  564,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  208, 
52  L.  Ed.  340;  Boquillas  etc.  Co.  v. 
Curtis,  213  U.  S.  339,  29  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  493,  53  L.  Ed.  822;  Rio  Grande 
etc.  Co.  V.  United  States,  215  U.  S. 
266,  30  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  97,  54  L.  Ed. 
97;  Los  Angeles  v.  Los  Angeles  Co. 
(1910),  217  U.  S.  217,  30  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  452,  54  L.  Ed.  736;  Rickey  v. 
Miller  (U.  S.,  1910),  31  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  11.  See  Hudson  etc.  Co.  y.  Mc- 
Carter  (1908),  209  U.  S.  349,  28  Sup. 
Ct.  R«p.  529,  52  L.  Ed.  828,  14  Ann. 
Cas.  660. 
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ment  leading  up  to  it  is  contained  in  Bryce's  American  Common- 
wealth; from  which  it  seems  that  a  strong  sentiment  had  been 
aroused  against  capital  and  monopoly.  The  leader  of  the  move- 
ment, Dennis  Kearney,  addressed  himself  chiefly,  in  this  regard, 
against  the  railway  and  steamship  lines ;  but  in  the  convention  the 
movement  was  widened  to  include  other  public  services,  including 
water.  At  the  instance  of  Yolney  Howard,  of  Los  Angeles,  article 
XIV  was  placed  in  the  new  constitution,  declaring  the  distribution 
of  water  to  the  public  to  be  a  public  use,  and  subject  to  the  regu- 
lation and  control  of  the  State ;  and  the  California  provision,  with 
variations,  has  been  coj)ied  in  numerous  Western  constitutions  or 
statutes.^* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  124.  Water  Codes.— In  California  and  some  of  the  States 
following  the  California  doctrine,  there  has  been  no  other  recent 
legislation  directly  affecting  the  law  of  waters,  just  as,  until  1909, 
California  had  practically  no  mining  legislation.  Legislation  upon 
waters  had  been  urged  in  the  eighties  by  Mr.  Hall,  as  State  En- 
gineer, hased  upon  the  law  of  appropriation,^^  but  instead  of 
adopting  it,  the  legislature  abolished  his  ^ofSce.  Later,  Professor 
Pomeroy,  in  his  work  on  Riparian  Rights,  urged  legislation  of  a 
different  kind,  based  more  ui)on  the  law  of  riparian  rights,  but 
equally  without  result.  In  1901  legislation  was  urged,  based  upon 
the  law  of  appropriation,  in  what  was  known  as  the  Works  Bill, 
its  features  being  those  of  the  ''Wyoming  System,"  but  this  also, 
though  it  had  the  support  of  Professor  Mead,^°  was  unsuccessful 
in  the  legislature.  A  similar  bill  introduced  in  1909  also  failed 
of  passage.^^  Up  to  January  1,  1911,  there  were  no  water  codes 
of  this  kind  in  Arizona,  California,  Kansas,  Montana,  Texas  or 
Washington.  Any  modifications  of  the  foregoing  in  Statutes!  of 
1911  are  noted  in  the  next  section. 

But  in  most  of  the  other  States,  extensive  codes  have  been 
adopted,  within  the  last  few  years,  based  solely  on  the  law  of  ap- 
is Infra,  sec.  1264  et  seq.  for  1878-79;  the  measure  wa«  drawn 
M  In  his  report,  part  I,  page  220,      out  in  the    report  of  1880,  and  has 
he  had   eiaid:    "Indeed,   the  necessitj      been  urged  in   every    succeeding   re- 
for  and  general  features  of  the  pro-      port." 

posed  Califomian  law  for  *The  bis-  as  Bulletin    100,    U.    8.    Dept.    of 

eovery   and    Adjudication   of    Water-      Agric. 

right  Claims'  were  stated  and  outlined  i^  Introduced  by  Senator  Black,  of 

lA  the  report  of  the  State  Engineer      Santa  Clara. 
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propriation,  and  chiefly  for  the  encouragement  of  irrigation,  though 
applying  to  all  pursuits,  under  the  influence  in  some  degree  of  the 
United  States  Reclamation  Service.  This  legislation  is  still  going 
on.  The  features  of  this  legislation  originated  partly  in  Colorado, 
but  chiefly  in  Wyoming,  where  they  owe  much  to  the  influence  of 
Professor  Elwood  Mead,  formerly  of  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  and  recently  appointed  head  of  the  Irriga- 
tion Administration  of  Australia.  In  Utah,  a  code  was  adopted  by 
the  1903  session  of  the  legislature^*^  and  repealed  by  the  next,  and 
a  new  code  substituted"  very  similar  and  in  parts  identical;  and 
again  in  1907.^®  In  Wyoming  there  is  much  legislation  on  this 
subject,  and  in  1905  a  statute  was  passed  appointing  code  commis- 
sioners to  draft  a  new  code  to  be  presented  to  the  next  legisla- 
ture,^ and  a  code  adopted  in  1907.^*  In  Oregon  a  code  was  adopted 
in  1909  based  upon  the  Wyoming  law,  in  consultation  with  the 
State  Engineer  of  Wyoming.^  In  eight  of  these  States  and  Terri- 
tories this  legislation  was  adopted  in  whole  or  in  large  part  in 
1905.  In  1907  and  1909  this  legislation  was  continued  in  numerous 
States,  being  devoted  to  broadening  the  first  enactments,  confined  to 
irrigation,  into  a  wider  scope  applying  to  all  uses,  as  a  general 
Water  Code!  More  or  less  elaborate  codification  in  this  line,  having 
common  characteristics,  will  be  found  in  Colorado,  Idaho,  Nebraska, 
Nevada,  New  Mexico,  North  Dakota,  Oklahoma,  Oregon,  South 
Dakota,  Texas,  Utah  and  Wyoming.**  In  Arizona^  there  are  stat- 
utes somewhat  similar  to  the  above  but  somewhat  influenced  by 
the  civil  law  of  acequias  borrowed  from  Mexico. 

The  main  features  of  this  new  legislation  are  solely  adminis- 
trative. The  substantive  law  concerning  the  extent  of  right,  loss 
of  right,  and  similar  matters,  remains  as  under  the  decisions  of 
the  courts,  largely  the  early  California  decisions.  The  new  stat- 
utes are  chiefly  administrative,  providing  for  enforcement  of  the 
rights  defined  by  case  law,  and  for  a  i)olicing  of  the  waters.  They 
are  an  application  of  the  theory  of  public  ownership  of  natural 
resources.  Laws  enacted  since  1905  all  provide  for  the  rejection 
of  applications  the  approval  of  which  would  be  detrimental  to  the 
public  interests.    New  Mexico  and  South  Dakota  place  this  power 

17  Laws  Utah  1903,  e.  100.  21  See  statutes,  infra,  sec.  1449. 

18  Laws  Utah  1905,  c.  108.                       «  Oregon   SUts.    1909,   c.   216,   p. 
18  See  statutes,  infraf  sec.   1447.  819.  

20  Laws   Wyo.    1905,  p.  26.    Like-  28  Statutes  infra,  Part  VTIL 

wise  Montana,  StaU.  1905,  p.  184.  M  Bev.  Stats.  1901,  p.  1045. 
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in  the  engineer,  while  in  Oregon  the  engineer  is  to  report  such  cases 
to  the  board  of  control,  which  is  to  decide  thereon.  The  chief 
sponsor  of  this  legislation  says:  **The  growing  belief  in  the  public 
ownership  of  public  utilities  applies  especially  to  water,  that  most 
essential  of  all  utilities."^  The  essentials  of  all  these  statutes 
consist  in  an  enactment  of  the  law  of  appropriation  as  the  sole 
law  on  the  subject  of  waters,  with  a  declaration  of  State  or  public 
ownership  of  all  waters ;  a  reorganization  of  the  State  for  adminis- 
tratiTc  purposes  as  concerns  waters;  a  census,  determination  and 
listing  of  all  existing  appropriations;  a  comprehensive  method  of 
making  appropriations  hereafter ;  and  various  provisions  for  polic- 
ing the  waters.  The  object  of  the  legislation  is  in  the  nature  of 
police  regulation  under  the  police  power  to  secure  the  orderly  dis- 
tribution of  water  for  irrigation.^ 

In  the  act  of  1866,^  local  customs,  ^* laws''  and  decisions  of  courts 
are  referred  to,  and  this  has  been  held  to  apply  to  local  statutes,® 
and  to  the  statutes  of  a  Territory  as  well  as  those  of  a  State.**  The 
Nebraska  court  has  said  that  a  water  code  of  this  kind  unconstitu- 
tional in  part  would  be  so  in  whole,^  but  the  Idaho  court  held  the 
contrary.®  It  is  said  that  this  legislation  can  only  regulate,  and 
cannot  carry  that  regulation  to  the  extent  of  impairing  rights  held 
by  appropriators  out  of  a  policy  favoring  later  claimants.'^ 

This  legislation  being  very  new,  it  will  take  time  to  try  it  out. 
The  State  Engineer  of  Oregon  estimates  four  to  six  years  for  a 
satisfactory  test.  For  example,  the  Oregon  act  of  1909  enacted  an 
annual  tax  upon  new  water-power  projects,  which  has  been  found 
to  cause  the  abandonment  of  fifty-six  projects  out  of  one  hundred 
and  twelve  projected ;  that  is,  has  cut  power  development  in  Oregon 
in  half;  from  which  experience  the  State  Engineer  has  recom- 
mended its  repeal.® 


B  Professor  Elwood  Mead  In  Bulle- 
tin 100,  U.  S.  Dept.  Agric,  p.  64. 

1  Combs  V.  Farmers'  etc.  Co.,  38 
Colo.  420,  88  Pac.  399. 

8a jt  Mr.  Lewis,  State  Engineer  of 
Oregon,  "The  small  water  user,  with 
limited  means,  cannot  afford  to  fight 
for  his  rights  in  the  courts.  He  must 
make  his  living  by  the  application  of 
w»t<*r  to  his  crops'  If  the  water  sup- 
ply is  stolen,  his  onlj  hope  of  securing 
JBstiee  in  the  courts  is  gone." 

S  IT.  8.  Ber.  SUts.,  sec.  2339. 

t  Baaey  y.  Gallagher,  20  WaU.  (87 


TJ.  S.)   670,  22  L.  Ed.  452,  1  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  683. 

4  Gutierres  v.  Albuquerque  etc.  Co., 
188  U.  8.  545,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  338, 
47  L.  Ed.  588. 

5  Crawford  v.  Hathaway,  61  Neb. 
317.  85  N.  W.  306. 

6  Bear  Lake  v.  Budge,  9  Idaho, 
703,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  174,  75  Pac. 
615;  Boise  etc.  Co.  ▼.  Stewart,  10 
Idaho,  38,  77  Pac,  25,  321. 

7  Infra,  sec.  1193. 

8  Report  of  State  Engineer  of  Ore- 
gon for  1909-10  (Third  Report}^ 
pages  5,  7  and  82^  84. 
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§  125.  Same— Legislation  in  1911.— In  the  legislation  of  this 
year  the  most  extensive  changes  were  in  California.  For  the  first 
time  there  now  appears  upon  the  statute  books  in  California  the 
declaration,  borrowed  from  Wyoming,  that  waters  in  California 
are  '*the  property  of  the  people  of  the  State";  and  the  Wyoming 
system  of  administration  by  a  Board  of  Control  has  been  enacted 
in  California  to  cover  water-power  development  (but  covering  such 
uses  only).  A  resolution  was  also  adopted  for  a  constitutional 
amendment  to  create  a  Public  Service  (Commission  in  California, 
with  control  over  distribution  of  water  to  public  uses;  and  such 
commissions  were  established  in  Kansas,  Oregon,  Washington  and 
Nevada.  Further,  a  Conservation  Commission  was  created  in  Cali- 
fornia to  investigate  water  laws  and  water  resources,  and  the  one 
already  existing  in  Utah  was  given  increased  power  over  deciding 
what  uses  of  streams  are  most  in  the  public  interest.  The  California 
statute  for  power  projects  follows  the  Wyoming  rule  that  projects 
may  be  denied  if  the  Board  of  Control  considers  them  against  public 
interest.  In  California  there  was  further  created  a  State  Board  of 
Engineering  and  a  State  Engineer,  with  duties,  among  others,  of 
investigating  water  resources. 

Power  projects  are  linvited  to  twenty-five  years  in  the  California 
statute,  and  a  graduated  royalty  or  tax  upon  horsepower  is  im- 
posed. In  Oregon  the  existing  tax  was  not  changed,  and  a  new  one 
was  placed  upon  projects  that  had  not  been  included  in  the  law  of 
1909. 

Idaho,  Oregon,  and  Utah  passed  acts  restricting,  in  some  features, 
the  power  of  the  officials  in  cancellation  or  rejection  of  permits. 
The  irrigation  district  statutes  were  amended  in  most  States.  The 
bill  in  Colorado  which  evoked  most  interest  was  the  Carpenter  Bill, 
with  Parrish  Amendment,  to  repeal  a  preference,  appearing  in  an 
earlier  statute,  given  to  irrigation  by  direct  application  of  flow 
from  a  stream,  over  irrigation  from  reservoirs  supplied  from  the 
same  stream.  At  the  present  writing,  the  bill  has  passed  both 
houses,  and  will  probably  be  signed  by  the  governor. 

The  most  interesting  feature  of  this  year's  water  legislation  con- 
cerns interstate  streams.  California  passed  a  resolution  protesting 
against  diversion  into  Nevada  of  the  waters  of  Lake  Tahoe,  on  the 
California-Nevada  line  and  declaring  the  Lake  to  be  mainly  the 
property  of  California,  and  the  Nevada  legislature  resolved  that 
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the  diversion  should  be  allowed,  "notwithstanding  the  protest  of 
the  people  of  the  State  of  California,  whose  claim  to  those  waters 
we  do  not  concede."  California  further  enacted  that  waters  with- 
in its  boundaries  are  the  property  of  the  State,  and  prohibited 
their  diversion  to  points  outside  of  the  State,  while  Oregon  enacted 
with  reference  thereto  that  the  State  Engineer  of  Oregon  may  refuse 
permits  for  diversion  of  Oregon  waters  to  points  in  another  State 
when  the  latter  would  not  permit  diversion  of  its  waters  for  use  in 
Oregon.  Wyoming  appropriated  funds  to  enable  the  attorney  gen- 
eral of  the  State  to  take  steps  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  State  and 
its  citizens  in  the  waters  of  interstate  streams. 

References  to  these  and  other  less  important  enactments  in  1911 
are  gfiven  in  appropriate  sections  hereafter,  and  also  in  the  col- 
lection of  statutes  in  Part  VIII  of  this  book. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  126.  Effect  of  This  Legislation  upon  Riparian  Bights.— In 
all  of  the  Western  States  there  has  been  an  adoption  of  the  com- 
inon  law  as  the  basis  of  the  general  legal  system.*  The  only  stat- 
ute naming  the  common  law  of  riparian  rights  in  order  to  reject 
it  is  that  of  Arizona,  which  has  not  yet  modeled  its  statutes  upon 
the  new  water  codes.  The  Arizona  constitution  says:  ''The  com- 
mon-law doctrine  of  riparian  water-rights  shall  not  obtain  or  be  of 
toy  force  or  effect  in  this  State.  *'  ^^  On  the  other  hand,  the  Oregon 
statute  expressly  mentions  and  preserves  the  existing  rights  of  ripa- 
rian owners  ;^^  and  likewise  Washington.^  A^ide  from  these  ex- 
ceptions, the  common  law  of  riparian  rights  is  not  expressly  men- 
tioned in  any  of  these  statutes;  but  is  indirectly  rejected  in  toto 
bj  a  provision  that  the  right  to  appropriate  unappropriated  water 
shall  never  be  denied;^  or  a  provision  that  the  right  to  waters  can 
srise  by  appropriation  and  in  no  other  way,^^  adding  a  phrase 
common  in  the  States  rejecting  riparian  rights  in  toto,  that  ''bene- 


s  United  States  v.  Bio  Grande  Co., 
174  U.  S.  690,  19  Sup.  Ct.  Eep.  770, 
«  L.  Ed.  1136. 

^  Am.  Const.,  art.  XVII,  see.  1. 
Copied  from  Rev.  Stats.  1901,  sec. 
4168  (Civ.  Code).  See  BoquiUas  etc. 
Co.  T.  Curtis,  213  U.  8.  339,  29  Sup. 
Ct.  Bep.  493,  53  L.  Ed.  822,  affirming 
Same  v.  Same,  11  Ariz.  128,  89  Pac. 
504.  This  constitution  has  not  jet 
been  ratified  by   Congress;    but   the 


provision  is  substantiallj  the  same  in 
the  territorial  statutes. 

n  Laws  1909,  c.  216,  sec.  70  (see, 
also,  sec.  1) ;  Laws  1905,  c.  228. 

12  Infra,  sec.  1448. 

13  Citations  supra,  sec.  108. 

14  For  example,  Nev.  Comp.  Laws 
1900,  sec.  359;  Nev.  Stats.  1907,  p. 
30,  sec.  7:  Oregon  Laws  1909,  c.  216, 
sec.  1;  Utah  Laws  1905.  c.  108,  sec. 
34. 
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.  ^cial  use  shall  be  the  basis,  the  measure  and  tiie  limit  of  all  rights 
to  the  use  of  water. ''^'^  The  Oregon  statute  of  1909  provides: 
''This  act  shall  not  be  held  to  bestow  upon  any  person,  association 
or  corporation,  any  riparian  rights  where  no  such  rights  existed 
prior  to  the  time  this  act  takes  effect,*'^®  and  existing  riparian 
owners  are,  it  appears,  required  to  have  their  rights  established  like 
appropriators,  and  are  to  be  allowed  only  such  water  as  is  in  bene- 
ficial use  by  them  at  the  date  of  adjudication.^'^  In  Idaho  it  is  de- 
clared that  the  right  to  appropriate  unap'propriated  water  shall 
never  be  denied,  and  that  priority  of  appropriation  gives  the  better 
right  in  appropriation  of  water,*®  and  that  **all  rights  to  divert  and 
use  the  waters  of  this  State  for  beneficial  purposes  shall  hereafter  be 
acquired  and  confirmed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act.*'*'  Simi- 
lar provisions  exist  in  most  States.  At  the  same  time  they  fre- 
quently contain  a  provision  saving  all  existing  rights.^ 

Most  of  the  States  adopting  this  legislation  hostile  to  the  common 
law  of  riparian  rights  are,  as  has  been  said,  the  arid  States,  where 
the  courts  had  previously  taken  the  same  attitude.  In  Nebraska, 
North  Dakota,  Oregon  and  South  Dakota,  however,  the  courts  had 
previously  followed  the  California  doctrine  recognizing  and  enforc- 
ing the  rights  of  riparian  proprietors.^*  In  the  last  three,  these 
statutes  being  only  adopted  recently,  there  has  been  no  chance  for 
testing  their  effect  upon  the  existing  rights  of  riparian  proprietors ; 
but  in  Nebraska^  the  matter  gave  rise  to  much  litigation,  and  the 
court  held^  that  it  would  be  beyond  the  power  of  the  legislature, 
after  riparian  rights  had  been  recognized  and  vested,  to  deprive 
riparian  owners  of  those  rights  hitherto  enjoyed  by  them.  Statutes 
such  as  these,  the  court  held,  cannot  take  away  the  rights  of  exist- 
ing riparian  owners,  as  it  would  be  a  taking  of  property  without 
due  process  of  law.  In  its  opinion  the  court  says:  **The  right  of 
a  riparian  proprietor  to  the  reasonable  use  of  water  flowing  in  a 


15  Citations  infra,  sec.  478. 
le  Oregon  Laws   1909,  c.   216,  sec. 
70,  subd.  8. 

17  Ibid,  sees.  13,  70,  et  alia, 
iH  Idaho  Const.,  art.  15,  sec.  8. 

19  Stats.  1903,  p.  223,  sec.  41. 

20  Nevada  Stats.  1907,  p.  30,  sec.  2, 
saying,  *'A11  existing  rights  to  the  use 
of  water,  whether  acquired  by  appro- 
priation or  otherwise,  shall  be  re- 
spected and  preserved,  and  nothing 
in  this  act  shaM  be  construed  as  en- 


larging, abridging  or  restricting  such 
rights.^^  See,  likewise,  Nevada  Stats. 
1909,  p.  31;  N.  M.  Laws  1907,  p. 
71,  sec.  59. 

21  Supra,  sec.  117. 

22  The  legislation  in  Nebraska  was 
substantially  an  adoption  of  the  Wy- 
oming laws.  Farmers'  Irr.  Dist.  v. 
Frank,  72  Neb.  136,  100  N.  W.  286. 

ZJ  Crawford  Co.  v.  Hathaway,  67 
Neb.  325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  93 
N.  W.  781,  60  L.  B.  A.  889. 
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natural  channel  is  property,  which  is  protected  by  the  aegis  of  the 
constitution,  and  of  which  he  cannot  be  deprived  against  his  will, 
except  for  public  use,  and  upon  due  compensation  for  the  injury 
sustained.  If  the  legislature  had  undertaken  to  sweep  away  and 
abolish  this  right,  we  would  not  be  warranted  in  giving  the  act 
judicial  sanction.  Where,  by  any  possible  construction  of  a  reason- 
able nature,  legislation  can  be  upheld,  it  is  our  duty  to  give  it 
such  a  construction  as  will  uphold,  rather  than  destroy  it.  The 
irrigation  act  of  1895  is  valid  when  construed  as  not  interfering 
with  vested  property  rights  which  have  been  acquired  by  riparian 
proprietors.*' 

A  recent  California  case  very  emphatically  denies  power  in  the 
legislature  to  restrict  the  right  of  existing  riparian  owners,^*  and  the 
new  California  water-power  statute  above  mentioned  says  that  it 
^^  shall  not  impair  or  affect  any  rights  to  water  or  the  use  of  water 
which  shall  have  become  vested  prior  to  the  making  of  the  applica- 
tion above  provided  for.'**^ 

The  Nebraska  decisions  upheld  the  statute  as  introducing  ap- 
propriation, and  abrogating  riparian  rights  accruing  thenceforth 
(that  is,  upon  public  land  that  may  be  patented  thereafter)^ 
and  eonsidered  appropriation  as  resting  solely  on  these  statutes, 
holding  that  before  the  statutes  appropriation  did  not  exist  at  all.^ 
In  80  far  as  Nebraska  upholds  the  abrogation  of  the  conunon  law 
by  State  statute  for  future  patents,  it  is  contrary  to  Lux  v.  Hag- 
gin.  The  California  court  placed  its  decision  to  a  great  extent  on 
the  ground  that  abrogating  the  rule  of  riparian  rights  would  in- 
terfere with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  Federal  lands,  an  inter- 
ference not  depending  upon  the  date  of  a  statute,  and  equally  an 


M  Miller  v.  Madera  Co.,  155  Cal. 
59,  99  Pac.  502,  22  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S., 
391. 

8ee,  also,  a  quaere  regarding  rights 
if  once  vested,  in  Boquillas  etc.  Co. 
y.  Cnrtis,  11  Ariz.  128,  89  Pac.  504, 
*^13  U.  S.  339,  29  Sup.  Ct.  Kep.  493, 
53  L.  Ed.  822.  Quaere,  also,  what 
might  be  the  bearing,  if  any,  of  the 
doctrine  of  Muhlker  v.  New  York  etc. 
f^o.,  197  U.  8.  544,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Bep. 
522,  49  L.  Ed.  8721 

In  Texas  it  was  held  that  General 
Laws  of  18S9,  page  100,  section  2, 
providing  that  the  unappropriated 
waters  of  every  river  or  natural 
stream  within   the   arid    portions   of 


the  state,  as  described  in  section  1, 
are  thereby  declared  to  be  the  prop- 
erty of  the  public,  and  may  be  nc- 
<^uircd  by  appropriation  for  irriga- 
tion, cannot  operate  on  the  rights  of 
riparian  owners,  existing  when  the 
law  was  passed,  but  was  intended  to 
operate  only  on  such  interest  as  the 
state  had  by  reason  of  its  ownership 
of  iand  bordering  on  natural  streams. 
McGee  Irr.  Ditch  Co.  v.  Hudson 
(Tex.  Sup.),  22  S.  W.  967. 

26  Stats.  1911,  c.  406,  sec.  14.  See 
infra,  sec.  1193.  • 

26  Meng  V.  Coflfey,  67  Neb.  500, 
108  Am.  St.  Rep.  697,  60  L.  E.  A. 
910,  93  N.  W.  715. 


/ 


156  (3d  ed.)     Pt.  H.    CALIFOBNIA  -  COLOBADO  DOCTRINES. 


S127 


interference  if  only  abrogating  for  future  patented  land.  To  this 
extent  departing  from  Lux  v.  Haggin,  the  Nebraska  court  said:^ 
''Tiiat  it  was  competent  for  the  legislature  to  abrogate  the  rule  of 
the  common  law  as  to  riparian  ownership  in  waters  as  to  all  rights 
which  might  have  been  acquired  in  the  future,  and  substitute  a 
system  of  laws  providing  for  the  appropriation  and  application  of 
all  the  unappropriated  waters  of  the  State  to  the  beneficial  uses  as 
therein  contemplated,  there  exists,  it  would  seem,  no  reasonable 
doubt. ''2  As  the  decision  in  Lux  v.  Haggin  was  rested  largely  on 
constitutional  grounds,  a  strict  adherence  to  the  California  doctrine 
does  not  recognize  any  power  in  the  legislature  to  abrogate  ripa- 
rian rights  present  or  future.  As  to  present  rights,  it  would  take 
them  away  without  due  process  of  law  (that  is  clear)  ,^»  and  as  to 
future  patents,  Lux  v.  Haggin  held  that  it  would  interfere  with 
the  primary  disposal  of  the  public  lands  (which,  however,  in  view 
of  Kansas  v.  Colorado,'  while  not  disproved,  has  been  cast  in 
doubt). 

The  question  under  the  new  Oregon  act  is  considerably  affected 
by  the  recent  decision  in  Hough  v.  Porter  elsewhere  considered.* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  127.  Irrigation  Diatricts— Wright  Act.— The  California  leg- 
islature in  1872  passed  an  act^  providing  that  the  owners  of  land 
susceptible  of  one  mode  of  irrigation  may  combine  for  the  common 
purpose,  contributing  the  water-rights  owned  by  each  or  acquiring 
new  ones  in  the  usual  ways.  Similar  legislation  already  existed 
for  the  formation  of  ''Beclamation  Districts"  to  reclaim  swamp 
lands.®  In  1887  ^  the  statute  well  known  as  the  ''Wright  Act"  was 
passed  for  the  same  purpose,  an  elaborate  statute  providing  for 
the  formation  of  irrigation  districts.  It  was  held  in  violation  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  by  Judge  Ross  in  the  southern 


1  Crawford  Co.  v.  Hathaway,  67 
Neb.  325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  93 
N.  W.  781,  60  L.  B.  A.  889,  supra. 

2  The  Nebraska  court  further  held 
in  the  same  case:  "In  the  irrigation 
act  of  1889  the  legislature  sought  to 
classify  the  streams  in  this  State, 
and  restrict  riparian  rights  to  those 
owning  lands  Jsordering  on  streams 
not  exceeding  a  certain  width;  but 
this  attempted  restriction  proved  abor- 
tive as  an  unwarranted  act  calculated 
to    dej(jrive    riparian    proprietors    of 


vested  property  rights  without  due 
compensation,  contrary  to  constitu- 
tional provisions  in  that  regard." 
Citing  Clark  v,  Cambridge  Irr.  Co., 
supra. 

2a  See  infra,  sec.  1193. 

8  206  U.  S.  46,  27  Sup.   Ct.  Bep. 
655,  51  L.  Ed.  956. 

4  Infra,  sec.  129. 

6  Stats.  1871-72,  pp.  945-948. 
«  Infra,  sec.  350. 

7  Act  of  March  7,  1887. 
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district  of  California,®  but  on  appeal  to  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States  was  upheld,*  reversing  Judge  Boss.  It  has  been 
copied  in  many  other  States  and  its  constitutionality  since  always 
upheld.  The  act  was  repealed  in  California  and  a  new  act  passed 
in  1897,  which  has  been  since  amended.  Statutes  for  the  formation 
of  irrigation  districts  based  on  the  Wright  Act  of  California  exist 
in  Califomia,  Colorado,  Idaho,  Kansas,  Montana,  Nebraska,  Nevada, 
New  Mexico,  Oregon,  Texas,  Utah,  Washington  and  Wyoming.^** 

The  law  of  irrigation  districts  is  further  considered  elsewhere  in 
this  book." 


D.  LATEB  AND  BECENT  FEDERAL  LEGISLATION. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  128.  The  Desert  Land  Act.— Since  the  statutes  of  1866  and 
1870,  Congress  has  only  indirectly  touched  the  subject  of  private 
rights  in  waters.  In  1877,  by  the  Desert  Land  Act,^^  the  right  to 
appropriate  such  an  amount  of  water  as  might  be  necessarily  used 
for  the  purpose  of  irrigation  and  reclamation  of  desert  land,  part 
of  the  public  domain,  was  granted,  and  it  was  further  declared, 
"Provided,  however,  that  the  right  to  the  use  of  water  by  the  per- 
ton  80  conducting  the  same,  on  or  to  any  tract  of  desert  land  of 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres  shall  depend  upon  bona  fide  prior  ap- 
propriation ;  and  such  right  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  water 
actually  appropriated,  and  necessarily  used  for  the  purpose  of  irri- 
gation and  reclamation ;  and  all  surplus  water  over  and  above  such 
actual  appropriation  and  use,  together  with  the  water  of  all  lakes, 
rivers,  and  other  sources  of  water  supply  upon  the  public  lands 
and  not  navigable,  shall  remain  and  be  held  free  for  the  appropria- 
tion and  use  of  the  public  for  irrigation,  mining  and  manufacturing 
purposes,  subject  to  existing  rights.  *'  ^ 


8  Bradley  v.  Fallbrook  Irr.  Dist., 
68  Fed.  94  S. 

•  Fallbrook  Irr.  Dist.  v.  Bradley, 
IW  U.  S.  112,  17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  56, 
tt  L.  Ed.  369. 

w  See  statutes  coUeeted  infra,  c.  58, 
Mc  1356  et  seq. 

11  Infra,  sec.  1356  et  seq. 

^  Act  of  Congress  March  3,  1877, 
W  Stats,  at  Large,  377,  c  107,  U.  S. 
Comp.  Stats.  1901,  p.  1549.  See,  also, 
A.  C.  June  27,  1906,  34  Stat.  520; 
A.  C.  March  26,  1908,  35  Stat.  48;  A. 


C.  March  28^  1908,  35  Stat.  52.  This 
statute  applied  to  the  entire  West  ex- 
cept Colorado,  which  was  included  in 
1891.  1  Supp.  Bev.  Stata.  941,  942. 
18  The  act  of  1877  ia  considered 
to  some  extent  in  the  following  cases: 
Williams  v.  Altnow,  51  Or.  275,  95 
Pac.  200,  97  Pac.  539;  Farm  Invest- 
ment Co.  V.  Carpenter,  9  Wyo.  110, 
87  Am.  St.  Bep.  918,  61  Pac.  258, 
50  L.  B.  A.  747;  United  States  v. 
Conrad  Inv.  Co.  (C.  C),  156  Fed. 
123,  128;  United  States  y.  Bio  Grande 


158  (3d  ed.)     Pt.  H.    t^ALIFOENIA  -  COLORADO  DOCTBINES. 


S129 


Whatever  may  be  the  beneficial  result  of  construiug  these  pro- 
visos one  way  rather  than  another,  until  the  recent  Oregon  decision 
below  considered  they  were  regarded  as  but  declaratory  of  the  act 
of  1866,  and  inserted  in  the  Desert  Land  Act  only  out  of  abundant 
caution,  as  a  repetition  of  the  former  statute;  that  is,  repeating 
the  policy  of  '*free  development'*  as  to  the  waters  while  on  public 
land.  The  United  States  circuit  court  of  appeals  held  the  law  under 
this  statute  to  be  well  settled  as  the  same  as  under  the  act  of  1866^ 
neither  of  them  having  application  to  waters  diverted  subsequent 
to  the  patenting  of  the  riparian  land  over  which  they  flowed,  but 
only  to  waters  flowing  over  unoccupied  public  land  at  the  time  of 
the  diversion." 


(3d  ed.) 

§  129.  Same— Hough  v.  Porter.^But  a  very  recent  Oregon 
decision  has  established  for  Oregon  a  new  system  of  water  law 
upon  the  basis  of  this  act.  In  Hough  v.  Porter**^  it  was  held  that, 
with  the  exceptions  below  noted,  the  common  law  of  riparian  rights 
was  abrogated  by  Congress  in  this  act  as  to  all  public  land,  and 
that  thereafter  the  passing  of  land  into  private  title  does  not  pre- 
vent the  diversion  of  water  therefrom  against  a  landowner  who  has 
not  himself  put  it  to  use  when  diverted  from  his  land.  The  court 
reaffirms  that  both  this  act  and  the  act  of  1866  enact  for  waters 
while  on  public  land  the  policy  of  **free  development,"  or,  as  it 
is  here  put,  a  dedication  of  the  waters  to  the  public  while  on  public 
land;  but  it  further  holds  that  the  Desert  Land  Act  made  this 
dedication  irrevocable  so  that  it  remains  attached  to  the  waters 


Irr.  Co.,  174  U.  S.  690,  19  Sup.  Ct. 
Eep.  770,  43  L.  Ed.  1136;  Gutierres 
V.  Albuquerque  Land  Co.,  188  U.  S. 
545,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  338,  47  L.  Ed. 
588;  Kansas  v.  Colorado,  206  U.  S. 
46,  27  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  655,  51  L.  Ed. 
956;  State  ex  rel.  Liiberty  Lake  Ice 
Co.  V.  Superior  Court,  Spokane 
County,  47  Wash.  310,  91  Pac.  968; 
Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac. 
732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728; 
Winters  v.  United  States,  143  Fed. 
740,  74  C.  C.  A.  666;  S.  C,  207  U.  S. 
564,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  208,  52  L.  Ed. 
340. 

Regarding  land  entries  under  this 
act,  questions  of  land  law  rather  than 
water  law  are  involved,  and  the  act 
is  here  considered  only  with  reference 
to  its    bearing    upon  general    water 


questions,  and  not  with  reference  to 
acquisition  of  land  titles  under  the 
act.  Circuhirs  of  the  General  Land 
Office  may  be  obtained  upon  applica- 
tion, dealing  with  the  land  questions, 
such  as  the  irrigable  character  of  the 
land,  the  amount  of  irrigation  for 
which  proof  is  required,  and  similar 
matters.  Regulations  are  also  printe<l 
in  39  Land  Dec.  253.  See,  also,  for 
example,  37  Land  Dec.  317^  and  38 
Land  Dec.  157  (stock  in  irrigation 
company  as  expenditure  under  the 
act);  38  Land  Dec.  420;  38  Land 
Dec.  438;  39  Land  Dec.  285. 

14  Winters  v.  United  States,  143 
Fed.  740,  74  C.  C.  A.  666. 

15  (1909)  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732; 
98  Psic.  1083,  102  Pac.  728,  rehear- 
ing denied,  102  Pac.  731. 
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(even  though  as  yet  unappropriated)  when  the  lands  over  which 
they  flow  are  patented.  Consequently,  the  doctrine  of  riparian 
rights  (with  the  exception  below)  was  held  inapplicable  to  any  of 
the  many  claimants  in  the  case,  because  their  riparian  patents, 
although  in  numerous  instances  issued  prior  to  the  appropriation 
of  water  by  others,  had  issued  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the  act 
of  1877.^»* 

The  exceptions  recognized  in  the  decision  are:  (1)  lands  patented 
before  1877;  (2)  waters  in  actual  use  by  the  riparian  owner;  and 
(3)  the  common-law  right  to  a  perpetual  (though  unused)  flow 
of  such  quantity  as  could  in  the  future  be  used  for  domestic  use 
and  stock-raising.  The  reason  for  the  first  and  second  is  obvious ; 
the  reason  for  the  third  lay  partly  in  an  Oregon  statute  which  was 
held  to  prevent  going  further,*^  but  chiefly  the  use  of  the  words 
^'irrigation,  mining  and  manufacturing"  in  the  Desert  Land  Act, 
which  words  were  held  to  restrict  the  abrogation  to  water  claimed 
bj  a  riparian  owner  for  those  purposes.  Indeed,  as  to  domestic 
use,  the  preservation  of  the  common-law  riparian  right  for  that 
purpose  is  strongly  upheld  upon  principle."  Upon  principle  the 
court  thus  concludes,  as  a  matter  of  policy,  that  the  common  law  of 
riparian  rights  is  better  adapted  to  domestic  use  than  is  the  law 
of  appropriation,  while  the  latter  is  better  for  irrigation,  mining 


is«  It  may  be  pertinent  to  note  that 
there  may  be  aome  connection  between 
the  proviso  in  the  Desert  Land  Act 
uid  a  California  resolution  of  the 
same  jear  (Laws  1877,  p.  1070),  eaU- 
iog  upon  Congress  to  abrogate  ripa- 
run  rights  and  to  declare  as  to  waters 
"that  the  same  be  granted  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  States  and  Territories 
vbere  the  same  are  situated." 

«  Sec.  5000,  B.  &  C.  Comp.  See 
t^pra,  sec.  119,  "Landowner"  statute. 

^'  In  this  regard  the  court  said 
(per  Mr.  Justice  King):  "The  lan- 
(aage  used  in  this  act  [Desert  Land 
Act  of  1877]  was  clearly  intended  to 
<hange  the  rule  respecting  the  right 
(^f  ri[arians  to  the  use  of  water  for 
irrigation,  mining  and  power  pur- 
[•oKj;  but  as  in  the  last  case  cited, 
it  has  its  limits.  It  does  not  ^o  so 
far  as  to  affect  the  rights  originally 
driving  rise  to  the  doctrine  of  riparian 
li^^is;  that  is,  for  domestic  use,  in- 
(lading  the  watering  of  domestic  ani- 
3iA]a  and  such  stock  as  maj  be  essen- 


tial to  the  sustenance  of  the  owners 
of  lands  adjacent  to  the  streams  or 
other  bodies  of  water.  [Nor,  it  is 
held,  does  it  allow  interference  with 
navip^ation.]  ....  Presumably  the  best 
possible  results  for  all  concerned  were 
intended,  which  it  is  clear  could  best 
be  obtained  by  permitting  the  settler 
to  retain  the  quantity  of  water  essen- 
tial to  the  sustenance  of  his  family 
and  to  other  natural  wants  incident 
thereto,  but,  if  he  does  not  see  proper 
to  apply  it  to  any  of  the  uses  specified 
in  the  act,  then  to  permit  the  first 
home-builder  on  other  lands  to  make 
such  use  of  it  as  will  bring  into  cul- 
tivation the  lands  not  adjacent  to  the 
streams,  thereby  protecting  the  set- 
tlers upon  both  classes  of  lands,  and  at 
the  same  time  not  only  encourage 
home  building  but  enable  the  govern- 
ment to  dispose  of  more  of  its  lands, 
and  to  enhance  its  revenues  propor- 
tionately." Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or. 
318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102 
Pac.  728. 
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and  manuf  actaring,  and  that  the  act  of  1877  is  in  accord  with  this 
view  of  the  proper  policy. 

But  with  these  exceptions,  there  are,  under  this  decision,  no  ripa- 
rian rights  to  unused  water  in  Oregon  for  lands  patented  since 
1877.18 


(3d  ed.) 

§  130.  Same — New  Oregon  Doctrine  Based  on  the  Desert 
Land  Act. — As  already  said,  this  view  is  as  yet  confined  to  Ore- 
gon, for  until  this  decision  the  Desert  Land  Act  had  not  really 
entered  the  discussion  of  water  law  in  the  decisions  or  text-books. 
Into  California  law,  especially,  it  has  never  entered;  the  writer 
recalls  no  case  in  which  it  was  even  cited,  and  feels  that  it  can  be 
confidently  said  that  no  California  case  has  made  it  the  basis  of 
actual  decision  regarding  water-rights.  The  California  law  has  re- 
garded the  act  of  1866  as  the  sole  '* charter'*  of  Western  water 
law,  and  all  subsequent  acts  of  Congress  as  subordinate  thereto 
and  merely  declaratory  thereof.  The  Oregon  court  in  Hough  v. 
Porter  also  says:  **So  far  as  we  are  able  to  determine,  the  question, 
as  here  presented,  has  not  heretofore  been  squarely  before  any  of 
the  courts,"  and  upon  petition  for  rehearing*®  occurs  the  expres- 
sion, **a  doctrine  hitherto  unknown."  That,  however,  if  the  policy 
taken  be  good,  is  rather  a  merit  of  the  decision,  since  it  was  made 
with  full  knowledge  of  that  fact,  and  only  after  a  learned  exam- 
ination of  the  previous  law.  The  decision  was  also  preceded  by 
intimations  to  the  same  effect  in  other  recent  Oregon  cases,^®  and 
since  then  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  has  declared 
it  to  rest  on  plausible  grounds." 

It  is  an  entirely  new  phase  of  the  law  that  is  thus  presented, 
and  only  time  can  show  what  effect  this  decision  will  have,  though 


IS  In  an  extended  opinion,  the  court, 
through  Mr.  Justice  King,  said :  "Con- 
strued, then,  with  the  act  of  1866  and 
other  provisions  of  the  act  of  1877, 
we  are  of  the  opinion  that  all  lands 
settled  upon  after  the  date  of  the  lat- 
ter act  were  accepted  with  the  implied 
understanding  that,  except  as  herein- 
after stated,  the  first  to  appropriate 
and  use  the  water  for  the  purposes 
specified  in  the  act  should  have  the 
superior  right  thereto'';  and  that  ap- 
propriation becomes  practically  the 
■ole  law  of  use  for  irrigation,  mining 
"ir  manufacturing  in  Oregon  excepting 


only  the  riparian  rights  of  land  pat- 
ents issued  before  1877,  and  before 
any  appropriation  had  been  made  of 
water  thereon. 

i»  51  Or.  318,  102  Pac.  729,  peti- 
tion denied. 

20  Davis  V.  Chamberlain,  51  Or.  304. 
98  Pac.  154;  Williams  v.  Altnow.  .'SI 
Or.  275,  95  Pac.  200,  97  Pac.  539; 
Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac. 
732. 

21  Boquillas  etc.  Co.  v.  Curtis,  213 
U.  S.  339,  29  Sup.  Ot  Bep.  493,  53  L. 
Ed.  822. 
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its  importance  seems  to  indi<:»te  much  discussion  of  it  in  and  out 
of  Oregon.^  The  proviso  in  the  Desert  Land  Act  (however  it  be 
coDstraed)  applies  to  the  remaining  public  land  in  all  States, 
California  included. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  131.    Federal  Bight  of  Way  and  Besorvoir  Site  Acts.— In 

1888,  an  appropriation  bill  provided  for  an  examination  of  feasible 
plans  for  reservoirs  and  irrigation  projects,  irrigable  lands,  etc., 
to  be  withdrawn  from  entry  (similar  to  the  National  Irrigation  Law 
of  June  17,  1902).®  In  1890  the  reservation  of  lands,  excepting 
for  reservoir  sites,  was  repealed.^^  In  the  same  year  (1890)  patents 
for  land  were  made  subject  to  (reserving)  rights  of  way  for  ditche* 
and  canals,  west  of  one  hundredth  meridian  ''constructed  by  the 
authority  of  the  United  States. ' '  ^  This  is  the  only  act  prior  to 
the  National  Irrigation  Act  which  applies  to  Federal  ditch  build- 
ing, that  not  being  covered  by  the  act  of  1866,  Revised  Statutes, 
2339,  2340.*  All  private  land  since  patented  is  subject  to  gov- 
ernment ditch  building.^ 

In  1891  right  of  way  over  public  lands  and  government  reser- 
Tations  was  granted  for  reservoirs,  canals  and  ditches  upon  filing 
articles  of  incorporation,  maps  and  statements  in  the  land  office,' 
and  the  act  has  been  since  supplemented,  especially  in  1901  and 
1905  and  1911.  The  act  of  March  3,  1891,  was  intended  to  bft 
cumulative  to  the  act  of  1866,  which  required  no  filings.  The  con- 
struction of  these  acts  is  being  extended  and  their  scope  is  being 
enlarged  to  cover  a  rapidly  developing  system  of  Federal  law. 
In  1911  a  new  act  allows  power  rights  of  way  and  reservoir  sites 
to  be  granted  for  fifty  years.    Further  comment  is  given  later  here- 


in.^ 


22  A  recent  Washington  ease  men- 
tions the  matter  and  leaves  it  open. 
8(»okaiie  Co.  v.  Arthur  Jones  Co. 
(li*09),  53  Wash.  37,  101  Pac.  515. 

a  1  Supp.  Kev.  Stats.  698. 

"  Id.,  pp.  791,  792. 

»  Ihtd,,  p.  792 ;  26  Stats,  at  Large, 
391. 

1  Oreen  v.  Wilhite,  160  Fed.  755; 
Same  ▼.  Same,  14  Idaho,  238,  93  Pac. 
971. 

*  26  Stats.  1095;  1  Bupp.  Bey. 
fitati.  946. 

Watar  Bii^tii— 11 


4  See  infra,  sees.  203,  208,  211,  430 
et  seq. 

The  following  is  an  enumeration  of 
the  Federal  right  of  way  acts:  Rev. 
Stats.    2339,    2340;    A.   C.    Aug.   30, 

1890,  26  Stat.  391;    A.  C.  March  3, 

1891,  26  Stat.  1101;  A.  C.  Jan.  21, 
1895,   28   Stat.   635;    A.   C.   Jan.    13, 

1897,  29   Stats.  484;   A.   C.  May  11, 

1898,  30  Stat.  404;  A.  C.  Feb.  15, 
1901,  31  Stat.  790;  A.  C.  Feb.  1,  1905, 
33  Stat  628;  A.  C.  March  4,  1911, 
being  part  of  the  appropriation  act 
for  Uie  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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The  purport  of  congressional  action  has  been  almost  entirely 
(until  the  recent  national  conservation  moyement)  to  facilitate  the 
development  of  the  public  domain  under  the  local  law  of  each  State ; 
and  usually  provisos  were  placed  in  the  acts  that  they  should  not 
interfere  with  State  control  over  waters.  A  collection  of  these 
provisos  is  made  in  a  later  chapter.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  132.  Carey  Act. — ^To  aid  the  States  in  the  reclamation,  set- 
tlement, and  cultivation  of  the  arid  land,  an  act  of  Congress* 
commonly  called  the  Carey  Act,  granted  to  each  State  not  exceed- 
ing one  million  acres  of  public  lands  upon  condition  that  the  State 
should  cause  to  be  irrigated,  reclaimed,  occupied,  and  cultivated 
by  actual  settlers  twenty  acres  of  each  one  hundred  and  sixty  acre 
tract  within  ten  years  after  the  passage  of  the  act.  The  act  has 
been  since  amended  in  important  points.  A  separate  chapter  here- 
after is  devoted  to  this  act.'' 

(3d  ed.) 

§  133.  National  Irrigation  Act.— The  National  Irrigation  Act 
(passed  in  the  year  1902)  ®  does  not  directly  aflfect  the  law  of 
waters.  It  aims  at  the  building  of  irrigation  works  by  national 
financial  and  engineering  aid  under  existing  State  laws  concerning 
waters.  The  essence  of  the  National  Irrigation  Act  is  that  the 
United  States  as  landowner  provides  for  certain  engineering  pro- 
jects upon  its  lands,  to  be  carried  out  in  conformity  with  State 
law.  Indirectly,  it  has  had  much  influence,  in  that  the  water 
codes  of  most  of  the  States  and  Territories  above  mentioned  were 
adopted  under  the  influence  of  the  Reclamation  Service  for  the 
purpose  of  forwarding  the  work  of  the  Federal  government. 

President  Roosevelt,  in  an  annual  message,®  among  other  things, 
said:  **The  distribution  of  the  water,  the  division  of  the  streams 
among  irrigators,  should  be  left  to  the  settlers  themselves  in  con- 
formity with  State  laws  and  without  interference  with  those  laws 
or  with  vested  rights."    In  another  annual  message^®  he  stated: 

8  Infra,  sec.  176,  and  sec.  1429.  ©  To    the    Fifty-seventh    Congress, 

6  Section  4  of  the  Civil  Appropria-       Ist  Session,  Cong.  Rec,  vol.   35,  pp. 
tion    Act   of   the   fiscal   year    ending      85,  86. 

June  30,  1895,  dated  August  4,  1894  lo  Of    December    6,    1904,  to    the 

(28  Stat.  422).  58th  Congress,   3d  Session,   found   in 

7  Infra,  sec.  1380  et  seq.  volume  39  of  the    Congressional  Eec- 
i  Given  in  fuU  in  Part  VIIL  ord,  page  14. 
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"The  reclamation  act  has  been  found  to  be  remarkably  complete 
and  effective,  and  so  broad  in  its  provisions  that  a  wide  range  of 

undertakings  has  been  possible  under  it The  act  should  be 

extended  to  include  the  State  of  Texas/*  The  act  was  so  extended 
by  Congress  in  1906.  In  1910  an  issuance  of  bonds  for  thirty  mil- 
lion dollars  was  authorized  in  aid  of  the  work.^* 

It  has  been  said:  **At  the  time  the  act  [National  Irrigation  Act] 
was  passed,  the  government  was  the  proprietor  of  boundless  tracts 
of  arid  lands,  practically  worthless  in  their  natural  condition. 
The  smaller,  more  accessible,  streams  had  been  largely  appropriated 
for  the  irrigation  of  private  lands.  Private  capital  had  not,  to  any 
considerable  extent,  looked  with  .approval  upon  the  usually  specu- 
lative and  often  perilous  enterprise  of  lifting  from  the  deep  can- 
yons, in  which  they  not  infrequently  flow,  the  waters  of  the  larger 
streams,  for  the  irrigation  of  great  bodies  of  land,  as  yet  either 
wholly  unoccupied,  or  at  most  but  sparsely  settled ;  and  as  a  rule 
such  lands  would  not  be  purchased  or  entered  without  some  assur-  * 
ance  of  water  for  their  future  irrigation.  Contemplating  these 
conditions,  Congress  passed  this  act,  primarily  for  the  reclamation 
of  these  public  lands.  The  government,  as  a  proprietor,  was  di- 
rectly interested  in  a  pecuniary  way  in  improving  and  rendering 
marketable  that  for  which,  in  its  natural  condition,  there  was 
neither  use  nor  demand."  ^^  The  act  was  not  framed  as  a  basis 
of  national  governmental  functions,  but  contemplates  in  section  6, 
that  when  the  lands  are  settled  up  (under  certain  conditions),  the 
works  and  their  control  shall  pass  to  the  settlers  themselves,  and 
the  United  States  shall  withdraw.^^ 


u  Chapter  407,  6lBt  Congress,  2d 
SenioiL 

»  United  States  v.  Burley  (1909), 
172  Fed.  615,  affirmed  in  Burley  v. 
Tnited  States,  179  Fed.  1. 

^  The  poseibilities  of  this  ^eat 
gOTenunental  investment  in  irrigation 
works  are  remarkable.  It  has  been 
»aid  by  the  director  of  the  Reclamation 
^irice,  speaking  generally  of  irriga- 
tion aside  from  the  act  as  well  as  under 
it,  that  up  to  the  present  time,  as 
fbown  by  the  census  investigations, 
there  have  been  irrigated  upward  of 
ten  miUioD  acres  within  the  arid  re- 
gion, and  a  ^pulation  of  approxi- 
mately three  nullion  persona  is  depend- 


ent upon  them.  It  is  probable,  he 
says,  that  by  complete  storage  of  all 
the  flood  waters,  by  pumping  water 
from  underground,  and  by  the  most 
thorough  application  of  water  to  the 
soil,  upward  of  fifty  or  sixty  million 
acres  may  ultimately  be  reclaimed,  and 
if  that  is  done  within  the  next  genera- 
tion or  century,  it  will  probably  result 
in  a  population  of  one  person  to  two 
acres  irrigated;  or  one  person  to  one 
acre  irrigated,  or,  roughly,  fifty  mill- 
ions of  people  may  be  supported  in  ad- 
dition to  the  number  now  within  the 
arid  region.  F.  H.  Xewell  in  his  testi- 
mony in  Kansas  v.  Colorado,  206  U.  S. 
46, 27  Su^.  Ct.  Bep.  655,  51  L.  £d.  956. 
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The  subject  of  national  irrigation  is  farther  considered  in  a  later 
chapter." 

(3d  ed.) 

§  134.  Water  Uflers*  Associations.— The  National  Irrigation 
Act  provides  that  the  persons  receiving  water  from  the  government 
systems  shall  organize  into  associations,  in  which  associations  title 
to  the  waterworks  used  shall  vest  in  the  time  and  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  act.  Preliminary  associations,  called  **  water  users' 
associations/'  are  now  being  organized.  Owners  must  agree  to 
turn  over  to  the  management  of  the  association  any  water-rights 
they  may  already  have,  to  be  administered  in  connection  with  the 
additional  water  supply  to  be  furnished  from  the  government 
works.  Some  States  have  passed  statutes  for  the  organization  of 
such  associations  as  corporations.  The  articles  of  incorporation  of 
the  Salt  River  Valley  Water  Users'  Asisociation  in  Arizona  were 
originally  used  as  a  guide  to  the  form  of  drawing  the  articles.  The 
circulars  and  forms  furnished  by  the  Reclamation  Service  and  the 
law  of  each  State  must  be  referred  to. 

A  later  chapter  is  devoted  to  this  matter.^' 

(3d  ed.) 

§  135.  Other  Becent  Federal  Legislation. — A  recent  act  of 
Congress  represents  the  first  attempt  on  the  part  of  Congress  to 
directly  affect  the  law  of  waters  in  any  State  (excepting  the  Oregon 
construction  of  the  Desert  Land  Act),  since  the  act  of  1866.  Con- 
gress, in  a  proviso  in  one  act,^®  expressly  reserves  out  of  patents, 
and  denies  to  patentees,  any  riparian  rights  on  lands  granted  in 
the  Black  Hills  Forest  Reserve.  The  California  legislature,  after 
the  decision  of  Van  Sickle  v.  Haines,"  had,  many  years  ago,  peti- 
tioned Congress  to  adopt  such  a  course  regarding  the  public  domain 
generally,^®  for,  according  to  California  law  as  it  has  hitherto  been, 
that  is  a  matter  which  rests  with  Congress,  as  concerns  waters 
on  the  public  domain  yet  undisposed   of,  and  not  with  the  State. 

An  act  of  first  importance  in  its  bearing  upon  the  future  of  the 
Western  law  of  waters  is  the  Withdrawal  Act  passed  by  Congress 
in  June,  1910,  giving  the  President  power  to  withdraw  public 

M  Infra,  cc.  60-63.  ^^  Supra,  sees.  87,  88. 

W  Infra,  cc.  62,  63.  "  CaL  Stats.  1877,  p.  1070. 

le  A.  C,  Act  June  11, 1906,  34  3tat. 

2ai. 
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lands  at  will.  Under  it  large  bodies  of  land  have  been  withdrawn 
along  streams,  withholding  access  to  them,  as  is  also  true  of  lands 
withdrawn  by  forest  reservation;  amounting  in  all  to-day  to  two 
hundred  million  acres  of  withdrawn  land.  By  withdrawing?  the 
right  of  access  to  streams,  the  State  law  is  thus  being  affected  by 
a  body  of  Federal  law  based  upon  an  extension  of  the  Federal 
Right  of  Way  Acts." 


(3d  ed.) 

§  136.    Becent  Bevival  of  Discuarion  of  Federal  Policy.— The 

pioneer  policy  of  **free  development  under  local  law*'  stood  for 
half  a  century,  and  the  act  of  1866  enacting  it  remained  the 
*' charter*'  of  Western  water  law.  In  fact,  so  firmly  did  the  law 
of  appropriation  become  regarded  as  the  fixed  Federal  policy  re- 
garding waters  on  public  lands,  that  numerous  States  passed  that 
statute  by,  and  came  to  regard  it  as  inherent  law  independent  of 
Federal  legislation. 

A  change  of  Federal  policy  is  now  in  progress.  Forest  reserves 
were  created,  beginning  with  the  year  1891,  and  now  cover  (I  was 
informed  by  Mr.  Graves,  the  Chief  Forester,  estimating  roughly) 
all  timber  land  in  the  public  domain  excepting  about  five  per  cent, 
and  the  policy  of  withdrawing  other  public  lands  also  received 
strong  support,  resulting  in  the  withdrawal  bill  above  mentioned. 

In  the  extension  of  the  reserved  policy  the  effect  upon  existing 
water  law  was  indirect,  for  the  Forest  Service  disclaims  jurisdic- 
tion over  waters  directly,  saying  water  control  rests  with  the  States. 
But  by  control  over  rights  of  way  (that  is,  over  access  to  the 
streams)  Federal  control  over  water  projects  is  advancing  rapidly 
(as  more  particularly  considered  in  a  later  chapter),  although  not 
without  opposition  from  the  States.^ 


19  Infra,  sec.  430  et  seq. 

20  Infra,  c.  19.     The  legislature  of 
Colorado  in   1909  authorized  the  at- 
torney general  to  "investigate  acts  of 
the  Federal  government  in  regard  to 
public  lands  in  the  State  of  Colorado, 
and  in   regard  to  the  waters  of  the 
State;  and  to  institute  such  suits  as  he 
may  deem  necessary  in  the  name  of  the 
State  to  determine  whether  or  not  the 
Federal    grovernment    is    encroaching 
upon  OT  nsurping  the  rights  and  powers 
0/  the  State   to  the  detriment  of  the 
interests    ot  the  people,  or  in  any  way 
in  Cdiorado  violating  the  laws  or  the 


constitution  of  the  United  States.*' 
The  suit  of  Light  v.  United  States 
was  brought  to  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States  to  test  the  validity 
of  the  Federal  grazing  laws  in  Colo- 
rado. (It  was  decided  May  1,  1911, 
in  favor  of  the  Federal  and  against 
the  State  power.)  In  April,  1910,  the 
Colorado  Conservation  Commission 
passed  a  resolution:  "Resolved,  That 
as  the  waters  of  this  State  are  the 
property  of  the  State,  the  power  de- 
veloped by  such  water  should  remain 
forever  under  control  of  the  State, 
and   that  all  legislation   tending   to 


166  (3d  ed.)    Pt.  II.    CALIFOBKIA  -  COLOBADO  DOCTRINES.    §S  137-139 
(3d  ed.) 

§  137.  OonservatioxL — ^The  preparation  of  this  third  edition 
of  this  book  took  place  during  the  progress  and  culmination  of  the 
conservation  movement.  Each  stage  caused  the  writer  to  add  to 
or  change  what  first  had  been  written  in  this  section,  until  it  grew 
quite  lengthy.  When  time  for  final  revision  came,  it  was  necessary 
to  condense  more  and  more,  until  now  nothing  remains.  It  is  so 
controversial  and  contains  so  much  not  concerning  law,  that  a  law- 
book  upon  a  limited  field  had  best  not  enter.  The  section  head- 
ing is  retained,  however,  to  remind  some  reader  who  may  chance 
to  take  up  this  book  in  after  years  that  this  edition  was  written 
in  the  time  of  the  conservation  movement,  the  Pinchot-Ballinger 
controversy,  the  regulation  of  monopoly,  and  Mr.  Roosevelt's  New 
Nationalism. 

It  may  be  noted  that  the  term  '' conservation"  is  coming  into 
use  in  judicial  opinions  as  a  substitute  for  ''beneficial  use."^ 


E.     THE  FUTURE, 
(3d  ed.) 

§  138.  The  future  of  the  Western  law  of  waters  will  depend 
much  upon  the  course  of  the  policy  of  conservation ;  at  present  that 
policy  is  in  the  ascendant,  and  demands  a  great  change  of  the 
existing  law.  It  is  a  great  political  question,  one  for  statesmen 
to  deal  with,  upon  which  no  prophecy  is  here  ventured;  this  book, 
as  a  law-book,  is  confined  to  the  following  observations  upon  other 
lines  relating  to  the  law  of  waters  as,  at  present,  a  branch  of  local 
jurisprudence. 


(3d  ed.) 

^  139.  Transitionary  State  of  the  Law  of  Appropriation 
Within  Itself. — Throughout  the  law  of  appropriation  there  is  now 
occurring  a  transition  regarding  the  attributes  of  a  right  of  appro- 
priation within  itself,  irrespective  of  any  question  of  riparian  rights 


abridge  or  restrict  such  control  be  dis- 
couraged." The  Wyoming  legislature 
in  1911  (46  Cong.  Rec.  3711)  peti- 
tioned Congress  to  grant  the  natural 
resources  to  the  States.  The  legisla- 
ture of  California  in  1911  passed  an 
act  to  control  power  uses,  which  hither- 
to have  been  the  objective  of  Federal 
action  (Cal.  Stats.  1911,  c.  406),  and 
declared  waters  the  property  of  the 


people  of  the  State  (Stats.  1911,  c. 
407).  A  resolution  of  the  Oregon 
legislature  in  1911  says  that  Federal 
withdrawals  in  Oregon  are  an  obstacle 
to  settlement  and  development  (Stats. 
1911,  p.  531). 

21  E.  g.,  Kelly  v.  Hynes  (Mont. 
1910),  108  Pac.  785;  Sullivan  v. 
Jones  (Ariz.),  108  Pac.  477;  Aveiy 
1.  Johnson  (Wash.))  109  Pao.  1028. 


(139 
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or  of  Federal  rights.  The  transition  is  from  a  possessory  system, 
based  upon  possession  of  the  stream,  to  a  ''particular  purpose 
system"  based  upon  the  requirements  of  a  specific  use,  such  as  the 
irrigation  of  a  specific  tract  of  land  or  the  running  of  specific  ma- 
chinery. With  this  change  af  attitude  the  law  of  appropriation  is 
being  modified  throughout,  old  decisions  are  becoming  obsolete,  and 
old  rules  are  giving  place  to  new.  This  we  shall  consider  particu- 
larly as  occasion  arises,  but  we  wish  here  to  bring  these  matters 
together. 

The  law  of  appropriation  arose  as  a  branch  of  the  law  of  pos- 
sessoiy  rights  upon  the  public  domain.^  It  hence  took  on  the 
attributes  of  a  possessory  system  (though  the  right  was  turned  into 
one  of  freehold  by  the  act  of  1866 ).23  The  method  of  making  an 
appropriation  was  deduced  from  the  requisites  of  obtaining  pos- 
session of  the  stream.^  Actual  use  was  not  a  prerequisite  to  the 
creation  of  the  right  and  to  invoking  the  doctrine  of  relation; 
actual  diversion  was  enough,  if  with  a  bona  fide  intent.^  Having 
diverted  the  stream  and  thereby  taken  possession,  capacity  of  the 
ditch,  as  measuring  the  amount  in  possession,  was  the  chief  meas- 
ure of  the  right.^  Injunctions  against  interference  with  the  flow 
to  that  capacity  were  granted,  although  no  interference  with  use 
was  shown.^  The  right  to  the  possession  of  that  flow  was  inde- 
pendent of  the  place  or  character  of  use  made  of  it;^  the  flow 
could  be  transferred  and  changed  from  place  to  place  or  from  use 
to  use,  changes  being  inmiaterial ;  *  alienation  of  right  was  similarly 
nnrestricted ;  ^  a  parol  sale  was  an  abandonment  simply  because 
it  relinquished  possession,  and  because  of  some  authority  that 
the  statute  of  frauds  did  not  apply  to  possessory  rights  on  the 
public  domain.®  Actual  use  was  represented  only  by  a  bona  fide 
intention; ''  it  did  not  have  to  be  immediately  accomplished  to  cre- 
ate a  right,  but  the  flow  could  be  held  for  future  needs;*  nonuse 
was  immaterial  unless  it  was  accompanied  with  an  actual  intent 
to  permanently  abandon  the  possession,*  or  continued  for  a  specific 
statutory  number  of  years.^^  This  possessory  attitude  of  the  early 
law,  based  upon  the  idea  that  the  right  consisted  in  possession  and 


»  S«c.  82  et  acq. 
«  Sees.  96  et  Beq.,  155,  285. 
M  Infra,  sec.  361  et  seq. 
®  Ii^fra,  8ec«.  364,  395. 

*  Infra,  sec.  475  et  seq. 

*  Infra,  sec.   642. 

*  Infra,  sec  281. 


4  Infra,  sees.  496,  497. 

6  Infra,^  sees.  537,  557fc 
^  Infra,  sec.  555. 

7  Infra,  sec.  377. 

•  Infra,  sec.  483  et  seq. 

»  Infra,  sec.  569. 

10  Infra,  sec.  575  et  seq. 
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ownership  of  a  specific  flow,  rather  than  a  specific  use,  runs  through 
the  early  cases,  and  in  some  respects  is  being  laid  down  in  recent 
cases. 

But  the  rapid  tendency  of  recent  decision  and  statute  is  to  sub- 
stitute a  *  *  use ' '  system  for  this '  *  possessory ' '  one.  The  most  marked 
change  has  been  in  making  beneficial  use  the  sole  measure  of  the 
right,^^  and  spreading  the  change  through  the  law  as  a  deduction 
from  that.  Consequently,  present-day  decisions  and  statutes  will 
be  found  opposed  to  almost  all  the  rules  above  mentioned.  Thus, 
the  law  has  forgotten  its  origin  as  a  possessory  right  upon  the 
public  domain,  and  an  entirely  different  explanation  is  usually 
given  of  it  to-day ; "  actual  application  to  use  rather  than  diver- 
sion has  frequ^atly  come  to  be  a  prerequisite  in  the  very  creation 
of  the  right ;  ^  capacity  of  ditch  has  fallen  almost  to  no  measure 
of  right  at  all ;  ^^  injunctions  are  no  longer  granted  to  protect  that 
capacity  when  interference  does  no  damage  to  use ;  ^^  changes  and 
alienation  are  being  restricted  or  prohibited,  and  the  right  is  being 
made  to  inhere  in  the  initial  place  and  purpose  of  use ;  ^®  nonuse 
is  more  and  more  coming  to  be  regarded  as  immediately  limiting 
the  right,  without  intent  to  abandon,  or  even  without  waiting  for 
the  lapse  of  any  number  of  years.^^ 

This  well-defined  change  from  a  possessory  to  a  specific  use 
system  is  now  in  progress,  leaving  inconsistent  decisions  upon  the 
matters  noted.  The  law  of  appropriation  is  now  in  a  state  of 
evolution  within  itself.  In  all  these  matters  the  transition  is  taking 
place  much  more  rapidly  in  the  States  following  the  Colorado  doc- 
trine, where  appropriation  is  the  sole  law,  than  in  California,  where 
appropriation  is  confined  to  the  public  domain  and  is  consequently 
diminishing  in  importance. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  140.    Converging  of  Appropriation  and  Riparian  Bights. — 

Before  the  National  Irrigation  Congress  at  Spokane « in  1909,  ]\Ir. 
Morris  Bien,  Supervising  Engineer  and  at  times  acting  Director  of 
the  United  States  Reclamation  Service,  expressed  the  following 
views  of  the  lines  upon  which  development  of  the  law  may  be  ex- 
pected : 


11  Infra,  sees.  478,  481  et  seq. 

12  Infra,  sec.  167  et  seq. 
M  Infra,  sec.  396. 

14  Infra,  sec.  479  et  seq. 


15  Infra,  sec.  642. 

16  Infra,  sees.  282,  506,  509. 

IT  Infra,  sees.  480^  481,  et  seq.^  574 
et  seq.  577. 
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"The  doctrine  of  rights  by  prior  appropriation  has  been  adopted 
in  nearly  all  the  States  where  irrigation  is  required ;  but  this  doc* 
trine  as  now  generally  understood  will  necessarily  require  modifi- 
cation. While  a  number  of  the  States  have  adopted  very  satis- 
faetory  legislation  to  regulate  and  control  the  appropriation,  use 
and  distribution  of  water,  a  great  deal  undoubtedly  remains  to 
be  done  in  order  to  meet  the  many  practical  conditions  which  con- 
eem  individual  irrigators  and  the  rights  involved  in  the  large 
irrigation  systems.  We  may  consider  that  most  of  the  States  have 
passed  through  one  stage  of  the  development  of  the  law  of  water- 
rights,  namely,  the  rejection  of  the  rigid  doctrine  resulting  from 
riparian  ownership  and  the  adoption  of  the  doctrine  of  prior  appro- 
priation. The  ilext  stage  through  which  most  of  the  States  are 
now  passing  is  that  of  perfecting  the  doctrine  of  appropriation  so 
as  to  meet  the  growing  necessities  of  irrigation  development.  The 
third  stage  is  now  within  sight  in  some  districts,  namely,  the  adop- 
tion of  rules  to  control  the  situation  where  all  the  water  supply 
of  a  drainage  system  has  been  taken  up  and  is  in  actual  use.  The 
adjustment  of  such  rights  to  the  fluctuations  in  water  supply  from 
year  to  year  will  require  careful  consideration  and  must  undoubt- 
edly be  met  in  many  districts  within  a  short  time. 

''In  the  Yale  Law  Journal  for  January,  1909,  is  a  discussion  of 
the  idea  of  reasonable  use,  whether  under  the  doctrine  of  riparian 
rights  or  the  doctrine  of  appropriation.  It  shows  that  the  courts 
have  frequently  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  doctrine  of  ap- 
propriation must  be  modified  by  the  idea  of  reasonable  use  which  is 
also  a  fundamental  limitation  of  the  riparian  doctrine.  This  idea 
of  reasonable  use  will  undoubtedly  become  an  important  factor  in 
futnre  years  when  valuable  interests  depending  upon  the  entire 
water  supply  have  grown  up  within  many  of  the  irrigation  districts, 
and  it  becomes  necessary  to  protect  these  interests  in  cases  of 
temporary  deficiencies  which  sometimes  continue  for  a  number  of 
years  in  succession.  The  legislators  will  soon  be  called  upon  to 
recognize  this  situation,  and  must  provide  for  a  pro  rata  division 
of  the  water  supply  whenever  in  cases  of  shortage  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  all  rights  which  have  been  reduced  to  actual 
beneficial  use.  The  courts  in  a  number  of  cases  have  recognized 
the  right  of  irrigation  companies  to  contract  with  water  users  for 
pro-rating  the  supply  in  case  of  shortage.  The  qualification  of  the 
doctrine  of  prior  appropriation  by  the  idea  of  reasonable  use,  and 
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the  application  of  the  same  idea  to  the  riparian  doctrine  will  un- 
doubtedly bring  these  opposing  doctrines  much  closer  together  in 
actual  practice,  and  is  likely  in  the  end  to  cause  a  practical  uni- 
formity in  the  governing  principles  of  all  the  irrigation  States."  *® 
When  it  is  considered  that  rapid  setflement  on  the  one  hand,  and 
Federal  withdrawal  of  lands  on  the  other  combine  to  prevent  access 
to  streams  by  any  but  the  owners  of  bordering  lands,  the  law  of 
appropriation  must  inevitably  feel  the  effect  of  this  privilege  of 
access  which  riparian  owners  have,  even  in  jurisdictions  denying 
the  commoli  law  of  waters;  and  this,  together  with  the  increasing 
tendency  upon  the  foregoing  lines  to  hold  appropriators  among 
themselves  to  correlative  instead  of  exclusive  rights,  may  in  time 
bring  the  riparian  and  appropriative  doctrines  much  together  upon 
the  line  of  reasonable  use  (in  a  relative  sense  of  one  toward  the 
other),  between  all  having  natural  access  to  the  stream,  with  not 
much  stress  laid  upon  priority.  In  such  case,  the  only  substantial 
difference  after  full  settlement  would  be  that  under  the  law  of 
riparian  rights  the  water  users  from  a  given  stream  would  all  lie 
within  the  same  valley,  while  under  the  law  of  appropriation  they 
will  be  a  mixture  of  valley  and  non valley  owners,  the  latter  having 
acquired  rights  of  way  while  the  land  was  public.  But  priority 
will  have  been  modified  by  equality  upon  correlative  lines. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  141.  Statement  of  the  Doctrine  of  Appropriation. — Before 
closing  this  chapter  it  might  be  well  to  present  the  summary  of 
general  principles  given  by  Judge  Hawley.^'  While  not  intended 
as  a  complete  review  of  the  doctrine,  it  sets  forth  fundamental 
principles  that  are  of  frequent  application  to-day  : 

''Under  the  principles  of  prior  appropriation,  the  law  is  well 
settled  that  the  right  to  water  flowing  in  the  public  streams  may 
be  acquired  by  an  actual  appropriation  of  the  water  for  a  bene- 
ficial use ;  that,  if  it  is  used  for  irrigation,  the  appropriator  is  only 
entitled  to  the  amount  of  water  that  is  necessary  to  irrigate  his 
land  by  making  a  reasonable  use  of  the  water ;  that  the  object  had 
in  view  at  the  time  of  the  appropriation  and  diversion  of  the  water 

18  See  infra,  sec.  310  et  geq.,  for  Min.  Co.  v.  Dangberg   (C.  C.   Nev.), 

the  matter  referred  to.  81   Fed.   73,  and    again  repeated   bj 

i»  Hewitt   V.   Story,   64    Fed.   510,  the  learned  judge  in  Bodgers  v.  Pitt, 

12  C.  C.  A.   250,   30  L.  R.   A.   265,  129  Fed.  912. 
and  repeated  by  him  in    Union  •te. 
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is  to  be  considered  in  connection  with  the  extent  and  right  of 
appropriation;  that  if  the  capacity  of  the  flume,  ditch,  canal,  or 
other  aqueduct,  by  means  of  which  the  water  is  conducted,  is  of 
greater  capacity  than  is  necessary  to  irrigate  the  lands  of  the 
appropriator,  he  will  be. restricted  to  the  quantity  of  water  needed 
for  the  purposes  of  irrigation,  for  watering  his  stock,  and  for 
domestic  use ;  that  the  same  rule  applies  to  an  appropriation  made 
for  any  other  beneficial  use  or  purpose;  that  no  person  can,  by 
virtue  of  his  appropriation,  acquire  a  right  to  any  more  water 
than  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  his  appropriation ;  that,  if  the 
water  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  irrigating  lands  owned  by  the 
appropriator,  the  right  is  not  confined  to  the  amount  of  water 
used  at  the  time  the  appropriation  is  made ;  that  the  appropriator 
is  entitled  not  only  to  his  needs  and  necessities  at  that  time,  but 
to  such  other  and  further  amount  of  water,  within  the  capacity  of 
his  ditch,  as  would  be  required  for  the  future  improvement  and 
extended  cultivation  of  his  lands,  if  the  right  .is  otherwise  kept 
up;  that  the  intention  of  the  appropriator,  his  object  and  purpose 
in  making  the  appropriation,  his  acts  and  conduct  in  regard  there- 
to, the  quantity  and  character  of  land  owned  by  him,  his  neces- 
sities, ability,  and  surroundings,  must  be  considered  by  the  courts, 
in  connection  with  the  extent  of  his  actual  appropriation  and  use, 
in  determining  and  defining  his  rights ;  that  the  mere  act  of  com- 
mencing the  construction  of  a  ditch  with  the  avowed  intention  of 
appropriating  a  given  quantity  of  water  from  a  stream  gives  no 
right  to  the  water  unless  this  purpose  and  intention  are  carried 
out  by  the  reasonable,  diligent,  and  intelligent  prosecution  of  the 
work  to  the  final  completion  of  the  ditch,  and  diversion  of  the  water 
to  some  beneficial  use ;  that  the  rights  acquired  by  the  appropriator 
must  be  exercised  with  reference  to  the  general  condition  of  the 
countr}'  and  the  necessities  of  the  community,  and  measured  in  its 
extent  by  the  actual  needs  of  the  particular  purpose  for  which  the 
appropriation  is  made,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
monopoly  of  the  water,  so  as  to  prevent  its  use  for  a  beneficial  pur- 
pose by  other  persons ;  that  the  diversion  of  the  water  ripens  into 
a  valid  appropriation  only  where  it  is  utilized  by  the  appropriator 
for  a  beneficial  use ;  that  the  surplus  or  waste  water  of  a  stream 
may  be  appropriated,  subject  to  the  rights  of  prior  appropriators, 
and  such  an  appropriator  is  entitled  to  use  all  such  waters ;  that, 
in  controversies  between  prior  and  subsequent  appropriators  of 
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water,  the  question  generally  is  whether  the  use  and  enjoyment 
of  the  water  for  the  purposes  to  which  the  water  is  applied  by 
the  prior  appropriator  have  been  in  any  manner  impaired  by  the 
acts  of  the  subsequent  appropriator. 

''These  principles  are  of  universal  application  throughout  the 
States  and  Territories  of  the  Pacific  Coast.  "^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  142.  Conclnsion. — ^In  closing  this  chapter  a  word  more  may 
be  said.  The  history  it  traces  is  in  large  part  a  history  of  the 
West,  and  especially  of  the  body  of  Western  law,  not  only  of 
waters  but  of  real  estate  generally.  It  has  been  here  confined  so 
far  as  possible  to  the  water  decisions  and  statutes,  but  a  complete 
history  of  the  Western  law,  and  of  the  law  of  the  public  domain, 
if  some  day  written,  will  take  in  the  mining,  land,  timber  and 
water  law  in  one  general  review.  This  would  require  space  beyond 
the  limits  of  this  book.  Especially  would  it  require  a  much  fuller 
acquaintance  with  the  mining,  land,  and  timber  decisions  than  the 
writer  of  this  book  possesses.'^ 

20  Citing  eases.  the  present  writer's  artiele  in  XLIQ 

31  For  a  very  much  eondensed  out-      American  Law  Beview,  481. 
line  of  the  history  above  traced,  see 

§S  143  to  150.     {Blank  numbers.) 
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CHAPTER  7. 

UNITED  STATES  OB  STATE— CALIFORNIA  DOCTRINE. 

I  151.  Introdnctorj. 

f  152.  Tlio  Federal  title. 

f  153.  Same. 

f  154.  California  doctrine  based  upon  the  Federal  title. 

f  155.  Appropriation  as  a  grant  from  the  United  States  under  this  system. 

i  156.  Biparian  rights  a  deduction  from  the  Federal  title. 

I  157.  Power  of  Congress  in  the  future  under  this  theory. 

If  158-166.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(8d  ed.) 

§  lU..  The  United  States  has  not  hitherto  exercised  power  over 
the  law  of  innavigable  waters  directly,  and  consequently  the  Land 
Office  ruled,  in  a  case  arising  in  California,  that  it  will  not  pass 
upon  water-right  questions,  but  will  leave  them  to  the  State.^  And 
such  is  the  prevailing  view  of  the  matter  in  daily  practice.^  (Our 
discussion  here  has  nothing  to  do  with  navigable  streams.)^ 

In  working  upon  a  theoretical  basis,  however,  the  courts  of  Cali- 
fornia have  strongly  asserted  a  Federal  property  right  in  waters 
upon  public  land. 


1  Silver  etc.  Co.  ▼.  City  of  Los 
Angeles,  37  Land  Dec.  152.  Bat  see 
McMillan  Reservoir  Site,  37  Land 
D€c.  6. 

2  Before  the  Public  Lands  Com- 
mittee of  the  United  States  Senate, 
Feb.  16,  1910,  the  following  remarks, 
among  others,   were  made: 

Senator  Smoot  of  Utah:  "The  gov- 
ernment has  already  admitted  that 
tbej  have  no  right  whatever  to  the 
waters  of  oar  State,  because  under  the 
Secretary's  [Mr.  Garfield]  own  ad- 
ministration he  filed  papers  for  sites 
for  the  Indians."  Senator  Newlands 
of  Nevada:  "I-  think  that  nobody 
claiffls  that  the  government  has  any 
ownership  in  the  water  itself." 

This  was  generally  the  position  of 
Mr.  Garfield  also,  as,  for  example: 
Senator  Nelson  of  Minnesota:  "So 
that  the  government  has  nothing  to 
lease  except  the  water-power  sitef" 
Mr.  Qarfield:   "That  is  aU.    It  has 


certain  definite  property,  namely,  the 
land."  But  in  other  parts  of  the 
proceeding  before  the  committee,  Mr. 
Garfield  quoted  from  the  second  edi- 
tion of  this  book,  and  tentatively 
asserted  a  greater  property  right  in 
the  United  States,  as,  for  example: 
Senator  Jones  of  Washington:  "By 
the  term  'public  domain*  you  refer  to 
the  land  separate  from  the  water  f" 
Mr,  Garfield:  "I  do;  but  in  some  in- 
stances^ of  course,  it  applies  to  both, 
depending  on  conditions."  Senator 
Jones:  "But  in  the  States  you  apply 
it  simply  to  the  land!"  Mr.  Garfield: 
"Simply  to  the  land;  but  even  that 
may  sometimes  be  open  to  discussion." 
Senator  Jones :  "I  am  trying  to  get  at 
what  you  understand  by  it."  Mr, 
Garfield:  "That  is  what  l  understand 
by  it." 

8  See  infra,  sec  898  et  seq.,  as  to 
navigable  waters. 
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(3d  ed.) 

§  162.  The  Federal  Title.— Under  the  doctrine  of  the  Cali- 
fornia .courts,  in  speaking  of  the  ultimate  source  of  property  in 
appropriative  water-rights,  by  the  term  ''governmental  proprietor/' 
is  meant  the  owner  of  the  public  lands,  to  which  the  doctrine  of 
appropriation  alone  applies  in  these  jurisdictions,  and  this  is  usually 
the  United  States,  as  the  public  lands  were,  and  still  are,  chiefly 
Federal  lands.  But  it  may  also  signify  the  State  where  (as  in 
comparatively  few  cases)  title  to  the  public  land  is  in  the  State 
instead  of  in  the  United  States.  The  theory  is  laid  down  in  the 
courts  following  the  California  doctrine  that  (although  the  State 
as  sovereign  has  the  regulative  control  over  distribution  of  water 
to  public  uses),  the  appropriator  of  water  on  public  land  usually 
receives  his  property  title  or  "water-right"  from  the  United 
States  as  landowner  of  the  public  lands.  The  positions  of  the  two 
governments  as  landowner  and  as  lawmaker  are  kept  distinct 

By  the  treaty  of  Ouadalupe  Hidalgo,^  the  United  States,  at  the 
time  the  miners  arrived  in  California,  had  succeeded  to  the  ^lexican 
title,  and  was  the  sole  owner  of  the  lands  through  which  the  streams 
wholly  flowed,  excepting  only  the  few  cases  where  Mexico  had  pre- 
viously made  grants  of  ranchos  to  private  persons,  which  grants 
the  United  States  respected.  These  lands  were  held  by  the  United 
States,  and  since  the  admission  of  the  State  into  the  Union  are 
now  held  (where  not  reserved  or  purchased  for  fortifications,  etc.), 
as  are  held  the  lands  of  private  persons,  with  the  exception  that 
they  are  not  taxable.'  An  incident  to  this  sole  ownership  of  the 
land  was,  it  is  said,  the  right  to  the  waters  flowing  through  it. 
This  right,  it  is  said,  was  the  same  as  that  acquired  by  the  United 
States  in  its  acquisition  of  any  land,  whether  in  California  or 
Missouri — a  complete  and  unlimited  proprietorship.  It  is  laid 
down  in  California:  "Since,  if  not  before^  the  admission  of  Cali- 
fornia into  the  Union,  the  United  States  has  been  the  owner  of 
all  innavigable  streams  on  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States, 
within  our  borders,  and  of  their  banks  and  beds."* 


4  9  stats,  at  Large,  928. 

8  After  the  admission  of  California, 
it  is  said:  "Thenceforth  the  onlj  in- 
terest of  the  United  States  in  the 
public  lands  was  that  of  a  proprietor, 
like  that  of  any  other  proprietor,  ex- 
cept that  the  State,  under  the  express 
terms  upon  which  it  was  admitted, 
could  pass  no  lawB  to  interfere  with 


their  primary  disposal,  and  they  were 
not  subject  to  taxation.  In  all  other 
respects  the  United  States  stood  upon 
the  same  footing  as  private  owners  of 
land."  Woodruff  v.  North  Bloomfield 
etc.  Co.,  18  Fed.  Cas.  772,  9  Saw.  441. 
6  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  at 
336,  10  Pac.  674.  The  United  States 
owns,   as  proprietor,   hot   springs   on 
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The  Federal  title  includes  waters  in  California  partly  because 
such  was  the  common  law,  which  was  in  force  in  the  State  from 
its  foundation,  the  unlimited  Federal  title  being,  the  court  later 
held  in  Lux  v.  Haggin,  assimilated  to  the  right  of  a  sole  riparian 
proprietor  at  common  law.^  But  the  manner  in  which  an  unlim- 
ited proprietorship  in  the  waters  came  to  the  United  States  was 
never,  in  California,  an  open  question.  It  was  fixed  on  political 
grounds  in  pioneer  days,  and  re-enforced  under  the  influence  of 
Federal  anxiety  at  the  time  of  the  opening  of  the  Civil  War,  by 
Judge  Field  (in  its  general  lines),  in  1861  in  Moore  v.  Smaw.® 
While  specifically  dealing  only  with  precious  metals,  he  did,  in- 
cidentally, mention  water  also;  but  irrespective  of  that  fact,  it 
was  a  declaration  of  principle.  The  point  is  that  in  California  the 
acceptance  of  the  Federal  title  came  first,  and  the  assimilation 
thereof  to  the  common  law  in  Lux  v.  Haggin   merel}^  followed  to 

make  the  local  law  conform  to  the  Federal  title. 
* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  163.  8am0. — Consequently,  the  Federal  government  may 
make  rules  for  the  disposal  of  the  waters  on  its  lands,  it  is  now 
declared,  under  the  California  theory,  and  no  property  rights  there- 
in can,  in  true  law,  it  is  said,  be  acquired  without  authority  from 
Congress.  Speaking  generally,  title  to  such  waters  is  said  to  be 
** utterly  beyond  the  power  or  control  of  State  legislatures,''®  ex- 
cept as  sanctioned  by  Congress  in  the  act  of  1866  and  other  acts ; 
and  Congress  is  said  to  be  the  ** supreme  authority*'  over  its  dis- 
posal." Being  Federal  property,  the  right  of  disposal  (as  distin- 
guished from  the  political  regulative  power  over  the  conduct  of 
citizens  after  it  is  disposed  of)  is  rested  upon  the  disposal  clause 


pvbfie  bnd  in  Arkansas.  Hot  Spring 
^asa,  92  U.  S.  698,  23  L.  Ed.  690; 
Van  Lear  v.  Eiaele,  126  Fed.  823. 

7  Lu  y.  Haggin  reached  this  eon- 
clssion:  First,  because  both  were 
aniimited,  and  there  was  hence  no  sub- 
■taotial  difference.  Second,  because 
tbe  right  of  a  sole  proprietor  under 
Mexican  law  (the  only  other  possible 
^w)  would  be  substantially  the  same 
u  at  eomroon  law,  supposing  the  title 
of  the  United  States  to  »Bpend  on 
Mexic^an  law;  for  under  Mexican  law 
BO  one  without  a  right  of  access 
throQgh  ownership  of  riparian  land 
(with  a  few  exceptions)  nad  a  right 


to  the  water.  Third,  because  if,  by 
Mexican  law,  there  was  any  right  in 
the  State  as  proprietor  of  waters,  the 
adoption  of  the  common  law  by  the 
State  was  a  surrender  to  riparian  pro- 
prietors (to  the  United  States,  as  to 
the  vast  preponderance  of  the  lands) 
of  those  rights  because  inconsistent 
with  the  common  law. 

8  17  Cal.  199,  79  Am.  Dec.  123,  12 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  418. 

9  Kendall  v.  Joyce,  48  Wash.  489, 
93  Pac.  1091. 

10  Cottonwood  D.  Co.  v.  Thorn 
(1909),  39  Mont.  115,  101  Pac.  825, 
104  Pac.  281. 
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of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  as  follows:  ''The  Congress 
shall  have  Power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  Rules  and 
Regulations  respecting  the  Territory  or  other  Property  belonging 
to  the  United  States ;  and  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  Prejudice  any  Claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
any  piarticular  State."" 

So,  likewise,  it  is  said:  ^  ''In  the  Eastern  part  of  Montana  the 
United  States  acquired  its  title  to  lands  by  virtue  of  what  is  called 
the  '.Louisiana  Purchase.'  There  cannot  be  one  rule  as  to  the  right 
to  the  flow  of  water  over  its  lands  in  Montana  and  another  rule  as  to 
its  lands  in  Iowa  and  Missouri.  In  these  last-named  States,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  of  the  rule  that  the  national  government  would  be 
entitled  to  the  water  which  is  an  incident  to  its  land.  As  the 
United  States  then  owns  the  waters  which  are  an  incident  to  its 
lands,  it  can  dispose  of  them  separate  from  its  lands  if  it  chooses." 
Another  case:  ^  "The  water  in  an  innavigable  stream  flowing  .over 
the  public  domain  is  a  part  thereof,  and  the  national  government 
can  sell  or  grant  the  same,  or  the  use  thereof,  separate  from  the 
rest  of  the  estate,  under  such  circumstances  as  may  seem  to  it 
proper."  Quite  recently  the  United  States  circuit  court  of  ap- 
peals, quoting  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  said: 
"That  the  United  States  may,  where  the  circumstances  and  condi- 
tions require  it,  reserve  the  waters  of  a  river  flowing  through  its 
public  lands  for  a  particular  beneficial  purpose  was  held  by  this 
court  in  Winters  v.  United  States.^*  This  decision  was  approved 
by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  in  Winters  v.  United 
States,^*^  where  the  court  said:  'The  power  of  the  government  to 
reserve  the  waters  and  exempt  them  from  appropriation  under  the 
State  laws  is  not  denied,  and  could  not  be. '  ^®  To  the  same  effect 
was  the  decision  of  this  court  in  Conrad  Inv.  Co.  v.  United  States.^'' 
The  authority  of  the  United  States  to  reserve  the  waters  of  its 
streams  in  the  arid  region  for  a  beneficial  purpose  has  been  recently 


11  Article  4,  sec.  3. 

12  Cruse  V.  McCauley,  96  Fed.  369. 
So  Mr.  Booseyelt,  in  an  address  in 
March,  1911,  before  the  Commonwealth 
Club  in  San  Francigco,  took  the  posi- 
tion that  the  United  States  could  do 
with  the  waters  flowing  over  public 
lands  whatever  it  could  do  witii  the 
lands  themselves. 

13  Howell  V.  Johnson,  89  Fed.  556 
(C.  C.  Mont.),  Knowles,  J. 


14  143  Fed.  740,  74  C.  C.  A.  666, 
and  148  Fed.  684,  78  C.  C.  A.  546, 

15  207  U.  S.  564,  577,  28  Sup,  Ct. 
Eep.  207,  52  L.  Ed.  340. 

16  Citing  United  States  ▼.  Rio 
Grande  Ditch  etc.  Co.,  174  U.  S.  690, 
702,  19  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  770,  43  L.  E<1. 
1136;  United  States  v.  Winans,  19S 
U.  S.  371,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  662,  49 
L.  Ed.  1089. 

17  161  Fed.  829,  831. 
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extended  to  the  settlement  of  a  long-standing  controversy  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico  respecting  the  use  of  the  waters  of 
the  Rio  Grande,"  etc.^» 

Incidentally,  the  unlimited  right  to  the  waters  being  in  the 
United  States  when  the  stream  is  wholly  on  public  land,  the  fact 
that  it  actually  uses  them  for  a  reservation  adds  nothing  new 
to  the  character  of  its  right,  which  was  complete  whether  actually 
using  the  water  or  not,  under  this  doctrine.^* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  154.  California  Doctrine  Based  upon  the  Federal  Title. — 
With  this  conception  of  the  underlying  Federal  title  to  waters  on 
the  public  domain,  the  pioneer  California  court  had  no  choice  but 
to  find  some  way  under  the  Federal  title  (and  the  consequent  asser- 
tion that  the  pioneers  were  trespassers)  to  nevertheless  give  some 
color  of  right  to  the  pioneers.  Had  Congress  declared  itself,  there 
would  have  been  an  end  of  the  matter,  but  as  is  well  known  as  a 
matter  of  history,  Congress  regarded  California  as  almost  an  un- 
known .region  and  for  a  long  time  did  nothing  at  all,  and  the 
miners  and  ** forty-niners"  drifted  along  their  own  course  re- 
specting this  public  domain  without  hearing  from  Congress  one  way 
or  the  other.  They  appropriated  to  themselves  the  public  land,  its 
mines,  its  waters,  and  other  incidents.  This  custom  of  appropri- 
ating Federal  property  had  to  be  upheld  by  the  State  courts  be- 
cause the  settlement  of  the  whole  State  depended  upon  it,  and  it 
settled  upon  the  theory  of  grant  to  the  appropriator  from  the 
United  States,  deraigning  the  appropriator 's  title  in  the  same  way 
as  mining  titles,  and  upon  an  equal  footing  with  any  later  patentee. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  155.  Appropriation  as  a  Grant  from  the  United  States  Under 
This  System. — ^Under  this  view  it  is  generally  considered  in  the 
decisions  that  an  appropriation  constitutes  a  grant  from  the  United 
States  to  the  appropriator  of  waters  on  the  public  lands ;  originally 
implied  from  the  silent  acquiescence  of  the  United  States,^^  now 
resting  upon  the  act  of  I866.21 

w  Bnrley  ▼.  United  States    (C.  C.  Fed.  126.     See  infra,  sec.  207,  regard- 

A,,  Idaho,  1910),  179  Fed.  1.  ing  waters  on  reservations. 

»  Storv    V.    Wolrerton,    31    Mont.  20  See  supra,  sec.  89. 

346,  78  Pac.   589;   United   States    v.  21  Sees.   2339,   2340,   Revised   Stat- 

Coorad    Investment    Co.    (Or.),    156  ates  of  the  United  States.    See  Conger 
Water  RigbU — 12 
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The  following  will  serve  as  examples  of  the  way  this  theory  is 
summarized  by  the  courts:  In  Lux  v.  Haggin,  the  court  says:^ 
''Recognizing  the  United  States  as  the  owner  of  the  lands  and 
waters,  and  as  therefore  authorized  to  permit  the  occupation  or 
diversion  of  the  waters  as  distinct  from  the  lands,  the  State  courts 
have  treated  the  prior  appropriator  of  water  on  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States  as  having  a  better  right  than  a  subsequent 
appropriator,  on  the  theory  that  the  appropriation  was  allowed  or 
licensed  by  the  United  States.  It  has  never  been  held  that  the 
right  to  appropriate  waters  on  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States  was  derived  directly  from  the  State  of  California  as  the 
owner  of  innavigable  streams  and  their  beds.  And  since  the  act  of 
Congress  granting  or  recognizing  a  property  in  the  waters  actually 
diverted  and  usefully  applied  on  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  such  rights  have  always  been  claimed  to  be  deraigned  by 
private  persons  under  the  act  of  Congress,  from  the  recognition 
accorded  by  the  act,  or  from  the  acquiescence  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment in  previous  appropriations  made  with  its  presumed  sanc- 
tion and  approval."  In  a  Nebraska  case:  ** Practically •  all  the 
lands  in  the  semi-arid  portions  of  the  State  at  the  time  belonged 
to  the  government.  It  was  the  riparian  proprietor,  and  authorized 
the  appropriation  and  diversion  of  the  water  for  agricultural,  min- 
ing and  manufacturing  purposes."^ 

The  title  of  the  act  of  1866  itself  enunciates  the  theory  of  a 
grant  from  the  United  States:  **An  act  granting  the  right  of  way 
to  ditch  and  canal  owners  over  the  public  lands  and  for  other 
purposes."**  In  one  California  case,^  for  example,  the  court 
says:  *'We  hold  the  absolute  property  in  such  cases  to  pass  by 
appropriation  <w  it  would  by  grant.''  In  another  case:^  **An 
appropriator  of  water  under  these  circumstances,  and  while  the 
land  which  he  subjects  to  his  necessary  uses  continues  to  be  a  part 
of  the  public  domain,  is  a  licensee  of  the  general  government;  but 


V.  WcavRr,  6  Cal.  548,  at  558,  65  Am. 
Dec.  528,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  594;  Kidd 
V.  Laird,  15  Cal.  161,  76  Am.  Dec. 
472,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  571;  Ortman 
V.  Dixon,  13  Cal.  33;  Osgood  v.  El 
Dorado  Water  Co.,  56  Cal.  571, 5  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  37;  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69  Cal. 
255,  10  Fac.  674;  Smith  v.  Hawkins, 
110  Cal.  122,  42  Pac.  453;  and  many 
otlier  cases 
22  69  Cai.  255,  at  339,  10  Pac.  674. 


23  Crawford  v.  Hathaway,  67  Neb. 
325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  93  N.  W. 
781,  60  L.  R.  A.  889.  Compare  Ras- 
mussen  v.  Bliist.  85  Neb.  198,  133  Am. 
St.  Rep.  650,  122  N.  W.  862. 

24  Approved  July  26,  1866,  Rev. 
Stats^sec.  2339;  14  Stat.  253,  c.  263. 

25  Ortman  v.  Dixon,  cited  supra. 

1  Smith  V.  Hawkins,  110  CaL  122, 
42  P&c.  453. 
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when  such  part  of  the  public  domain  passes  into  private  ownership, 
it  is  burdened  by  the  easement  granted  by  the  United  States  to  the 
appropriator,  who  holds  his  rights  against  this  land  under  an  ex- 
press  grant/'  In  a  Montana  case'  the  court  says:  ''Under  the 
law  of  Congress  a  grant  of  the  kind  of  property  in  question  is 
presumed  by  the  act  of  appropriation.**  In  another:*  **A  water- 
right  can,  therefore,  be  acquired  only  by  the  grant,  express  or  im- 
plied, of  the  owner  of  the  land  and  water.  The  right  acquired  by 
appropriation  and  user  of  the  water  on  the  public  domain  is  founded 
in  grant  from  the  United  States  government  as  the  owner  of  the 
land  and  water.  Such  grant  has  been  made  by  Congress."  *  Some 
other  authorities  are  given  in  the  note.' 

As  the  law  developed  since  1866,  actual  documentary  patents  were 
issued  by  the  United  States  to  lands  and  to  mines.  This  has 
never  been  done  regarding  water,®  but  the  theory  is  as  though  it 
were.  The  appropriator's  grant  is  of  equal  force  with  a  later 
patent  to  a  riparian  owner,  and  is  hence  equivalent  to  and  of  equal 
dignity  with  a  patent  from  the  United  States ;  "^  for,  though  no 
actual  patent  issues,  yet  a  grant  in  an  act  of  Congress  is  the 
highest  possible  muniment  of  title.    The  supreme  court  of  the 


2  Berkley  ▼.  Tieleke,  2  Mont.  59,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Bep.  666. 

>  Smith  V.  Denniff,  24  Mont.  20,  81 
Am.  St.  Bep.  408,  60  Pae.  398,  50  L. 
R.  A.  741. 

*  Citing  Wood  v.  Etiwanda  VSTater 
^'o^  122  Cal.  152,  54  Pac.  726;  Welch 
T.  Garrett,  5  Idaho,  639,  51  Pac.  405, 
19  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  193. 

9  "This  act  [the  act  of  1866]  but 
l^^Iized  what  were  before  trespaasea 
i>o  the  public  domain,  and  made  law- 
fnlt  as  between  the  occupants  and  the 
United  States,  that  which  before  was 
unlawful.  It  onlj  provided  for  the 
'ale  of  quartz  mines  and  granting 
water-rights  on  the  public  lands,  etc." 
W.«udruff  T.  North  Bloomfield,  18 
Keil.  742,  9  Saw.  441.  The  act  oper- 
ate as  a  grant.  Union  Min.  Co.  y. 
Kerns,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,372,  2  Saw. 
176.  8  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  90;  Farley  v. 
SpriDg  Valley  Co.,  58  Cal.  142.  (But 
^f  Rasmusaen  v.  Blust  (Neb.,  1909), 
Jw  Neb.  198,  133  Am.  St.  Bep.  650, 122 
N'.  W.  862,  an  opinion  written  without 
examination  of  the  history  of  the  snb- 
jeet;  for  it  is  more  a  matter  of  his- 
toTT  than  one  to  be  reasoned  out  fresh 
t(Hlay.) 


Judge  Lindley  says:  "A  mining 
claim  perfected  since  the  act  of  1866 
has  the  effect  of  a  grant  from  the 
United  States  of  the  present  and  ex- 
clusive possession  of  the  lands  located. 
The  owner  of  such  a  location  is  en- 
titled to  the  exclusive  possession  and 
enjoyment,  against  every  one,  includ- 
ing the  TJnited  States  itself."  Lind- 
ley on  Mines,  sec.  539. 

Speaking  of  the  water  section  of 
the  act  of  1866,  a  contemporary 
writer  said:  "The  language  of  this 
act  makes  the  right  a  confirmation  in 
praesenti  as  to  the  claims  included, 
without  any  preliminary  proceeding  to 
obtain  a  title,  as  in  the  ease  of  a  min- 
ing claim.  A  grant  conferred  by  act 
of  Congress  is  the  highest  source  of 
title  known  to  our  laws."  Yale  on 
Mining  Claims  and  Water  Bights,  p. 
380. 

See,  also,  infra,  sec.  285,  a  freehold 
estate. 

«  Some  approach  to  it  is  provided 
regarding  rights  of  way  and  reservoir 
sites.  A.  C,  March  31,  1891.  See 
infrOf  sec.  434. 

1  Supra,  sees.  96-98. 
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United  States  said  the  act  of  1866  is  an  ''unequivocal  grant,"* 
anfl  the  supreme  court  of  Montana  recently  said  of  it  that  **Such 
acknowledgment  from  so  supreme  authority  amounts  to  a  grant."* 
The  grant  is  in  the  act  itself,  the  highest  kind  of  patent. 

Further,  the  United  States,  as  grantor,  had  power  to  impose  con- 
ditions on  the  grant  to  the  appropriator,  and  did  so  by  recog- 
nizing the  conditions  imposed  by  the  early  customs  of  miners  in 
California,  especially  the  condition  of  beneficial  use. 

An  appropriation  of  water  is,  then,  under  the  California  doc- 
trine, a  conditional  grant  on  public  land  from  the  United  States 
as  grantor  to  the  appropriator  as  grantee,  and  hence,  because 
founded  in  grant,  the  limits  of  an  appropriation  must  lie  within 
the  liniits,  whatever  they  may  be,  beyond  which  the  United  States 
had  nothing  to  dispose  of,  never  having  owned,  or  having  parted 
with.  The  system  of  appropriation  could  have  effect  only  where 
the  United  States  as  landowner  had  power  to  permit  it  by  grant. 
This  must  be  insisted  on  because  it  is  a  fundamental  principle  to 
be  carried  through  the  subject.  The  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from 
this  matter  is  that  under  the  California  doctrine  an  appropriator 
receives  his  rights  from  the  owner  of  the  public  lands  as  land- 
owner, not  as  lawmaker,  and  that  this  is  usually  the  United  States 
and  not  the  State.  The  legislative  power  of  the  State  extends  to 
governing  procedure  in  its  courts,*^  and  to  matters  within  the  police 
power  such  as  the  regulation  of  distribution  to  public  uses,  but  is 
subject  to  the  constitutional  limitations  against  infringing  on  the 
primary  disposal  power  of  Congress,  or  interfering  with  the  guar- 
anty of  vested  rights.^^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  156.    Riparian  Bights  a  Deduction  from  the  Federal  Title. — 

It  is  likewise  as  a  deduction  from  the  proprietary  status  of  the 
United  States  that  the  California  doctrine  upholds  the  existence 
of  riparian  rights  between  private  individuals.  Accepting  the 
Federal  title  to  the  waters  while  the  land  is  public,  then,  when  the 

8  Broder  v.  W.  Co.,  101  U.  S.  274.  taxation,  or  other  than  given   to   the 

0  Cottonwood     D.     Co.     v.     Thorn  United   States  expressly   by  the    con- 

(1909),  39  Mont.  115,  101  Pac.  825,  stitution.     "The  powers  not  delegated 

1(H  Pac.  281.  to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitu- 

10  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  at  tion  ....  are  reserved  to  the  States 
377,  10  Pac.  674.  respectively,  or  to  the  people."     A.mdt. 

11  The  exception  of  matters  within  X.     See  infra,  sees.  1262  et  leq.,  1323 
the  police  power  is  an  exception  of  all  et  seq.,  public  service. 

political  sovereign  power  other  than 
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riparian  land  passed  into  private  title  before  a  diversion,  all  there- 
tofore unappropriated  water  went  with  the  Federal  patent,  equally 
as  it  was  part  of  the  government  title  before  the  patent.  No  other 
rale  could  stand  with  the  opinion  of  Judge  Field  in  Moore  v. 
Smaw,'*  where,  in  1861,  long  before  Lux  v.  Haggin,  he  laid  down 
the  law  (which,  as  to  mines,  excepting  known  lodes  or  existing 
valid  locations,  has  since  then  been  everywhere  fundamental)  : 
"Such  being  the  case,  the  question  arises  as  to  what  passed  by  the 
patents  to  the  Fernandez  and  to  Fremont,  and  to  this  question  there 
can  be  but  one  answer :  all  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  what- 
ever it  may  have  been,  in  everything  connected  with  the  soil,  in 
everything  forming  any  portion  of  its  bed  or  fixed  to  its  surface, 
in  everything  which  is  embraced  within  the  signification  of  the 
term  land;  and  that  term,  says  Blackstone,  'includes  not  only  the 
face  of  the  earth,  but  everything  under  it  or  over  it.  And,  there- 
fore,* he  continues,  Mf  a  man  grants  all  his  lands,  he  grants  thereby 
all  his  mines  of  metal,  and  other  fossils,  his  woods,  his  waters,  and 
his  houses,  as  well  as  his  fields  and  meadows.  *  ^  Such  is  the  view 
universally  entertained  by  the  legal  profession  as  to  the  effect  of 
a  patent  from  the  general  government."  ^* 

While  the  California  doctrine  is  usually  considered  to  have  its 
chief  exposition  in  the  unfortunately  lengthy  opinion  in  Lux  v. 
Haggm,  it  is  pretty  much  contained  in  this  terse  passage  by  Judge 
Field  in  Moore  v.  Smaw.  As  subsequently  laid  dovm  in  Lux  v. 
Haggin,  the  law  is  that  if  waters  are  actually  appropriated  prior 
to  a  Federal  grant  of  land,  they  are  granted  to  the  appropriator 
by  the  United  States,  and  are  reserved  by  the  United  States  out 
of  the  land  grant,  but  otherwise  the  right  to  the  waters  passes  as 
riparian  right  with  the  land  grant.  ''A  grant  of  public  land  of 
the  United  States  carries  with  it  the  common-law  rights  to  an 
innavigable  stream  thereon,  unless  the  waters  are  expressly  or 
impliedly  reserved  by  the  terms  of  the  patent,  or  of  the  statute 
gnmting  the  land,  or  unless  they  are  reserved  by  the  congressional 
legislation  authorizing  the  patent  or  other  muniment  of  title. ' '  ^^ 

^  17  Gal.  20(h  at  224,  79  Am.  Dec.  material  in  this  connection.     Strictly 

123,  12  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  418.  speaking,  it  is  the  right  of  flow  and 

^  dtiitg  Book  n,  19.  use,  and  not  the  water  itself,  which 

^*  The     distinction     between     the  passes  by  the  patent,  but  that  is  im- 

^Ofpnt  of  water,  and  its  right  of  flow  material  here. 

and  use  or  utufruct,   elsewhere  con-  ^^  Lux  y.  Uaggin,  69  Cal.  255,  JO 

ndered  {npra,  Pait  I),  is  wholly  im-  Pac.  674. 
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In  a  case  showing  much  study  of  the  question  it  is  said,  com- 
menting on  the  law  of  Montana:  ''In  that  State  the  doctrine  more 
generally  known,  perhaps,  as  the  'California  doctrine'  prevails. 
Stated  briefly,  that  doctrine  is  that  while  a  stream  is  situated  on 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  a  person  may,  under  the 
customs  and  laws  of  the  State  and  the  legislation  of  Congress, 
acquire  by  prior  appropriation  the  right  to  use  the  waters  thereof 
for  mining,  agricultural,  and  other  beneficial  purposes,  and  to  con- 
struct and  maintain  ditches  and  reservoirs  over  and  upon  the 
public  land;  such  right  being  good  against  all  other  private  per- 
sons, and  by  statute  good  as  against  the  United  States  and  its 
subsequent  grantees ;  but  that,  when  a  grantee  of  the  United  States 
obtains  title  to  a  tract  of  the  public  land  bordering  on  a  stream, 
the  waters  of  which  have  not  been  hitherto  appropriated,  his  patent 
is  not  subject  to  any  possible  appropriation  ^ubseq^iently  made  by 
another  party  without  his  consent."  ^^ 

The  term  "appropriation  of  water'*  thus  means,  in  California  and 
the  States  following  in  historical  doctrine,  such  a  title  (and  only 
such)  as,  because  acquired  as  a  grant  from  the  United  States  on 
public  land  under  the  Federal  policy  of  free  rights  in  the  public 
domain,  is  valid  against  a  riparian  owner  where  (and  only  where) 
the  riparian  patent  issued  subsequent  to  the  appropriation.  If  the 
land  patent  issued  first,  its  riparian  rights  prevail  over  the  appro- 
priation.  (To  determine  which  was  acquired  first,  the  appropria- 
tion relates  back  to  the  beginning  of  work,^^  while  the  patent  re- 
lates back  to  the  date  of  settlements^)  The  waters  pass  with 
the  land  less  because  such  is  the  common  law,  than  because  they 
were  assumed  to  belong  to  the  United  States  before  the  patent,  and 
the  patent  carried  everything  that  had  belonged  to  the  United 
States.  This  feature  of  the  California  doctrine  is  variously  ex- 
pressed as  being  that  the  doctrine  of  appropriation  of  water  applies 
only  to  waters  on  public  land,  or  that  appropriation  is  not  valid 
against  prior  settlers  or  landowners,  or  that  no  appropriation  can 
be  made  of  waters  on  private  land;  or  that  nonriparian  owners 
(aside  from  contract,  prescription  or  condemnation)  have  no  rights 
in  streams  except  such  as  were  acquired  while  the  riparian  lands 
were  public — all  of  which  forms  express  the  same  idea. 

!•  Willey  V.  Decker,  11  Wyo.  496,  l«a  Infra,  sec.  393  et  seq. 

100  Am.  St.  Rep.  939,  73  Pac  210.  leb  Infra,  sec  261  et  8eq. 
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(3a  ed.) 

§  157.  The  Power  of  Congress  ia  the  Future. — ^Under  this 
historical  theory  there  would  seem  to  be  a  field  for  Federal  legis- 
lation as  to  the  yet  undisposed  of  water  upon  public  lands,  pro- 
vided it  repeals  or  modifies  the  guaranty  of  appropriation  of  such 
waters  (under  local  rules)  contained  in  the  act  of  1866. 

It  is  true  that  for  numerous  generations  the  United  States 
adopted  the  policy  of  holding  the  public  lands  and  their  incidents 
as  a  trustee  only,  the  trusteeship  being  to  pass  the  lands  and 
their  incidents  as  rapidly  as  it  could  into  private  use  and  owner- 
ship, and  allow  the  new  States  and  their  citizens  to  acquire  them 
for  their  growth  and  prosperity.  But,  as  the  historical  chapters 
have  shown,  that  was  a  matter  of  tacit  policy  or  statesmanship  and 
not  of  actual  law.  When,  for  the  first  time,  Congress,  by  the  act 
of  1866,  authorized  State  legislation  for  the  disposal  of  waters 
on  public  lands,  such  legislation  was  considered  subordinate  to 
the  will  of  Congress,  and  Congress  may,  under  this  theory,  it  would 
seem  (subject  to  protection  of  rights  already  vested  under  the 
State  legislation  which  Congress  authorized),  repeal  this  permis- 
sion or  enact  rules  of  disposal  of  its  own;  just  as  in  the  min- 
ing law  State  legislation  over  mining  titles  is  supplementary 
and  subordinate  to  any  action  taken  by  Congress ;  ^"^  and  just  as 
with  regard  to  the  acquisition  of  rights  of  way  over  public  lands ;  ^* 
and  as  is  acknowledged  respecting  title  to  the  public  lands  gen- 
erally.» 

It  would  be  within  the  power  of  Congress  to  abrogate  riparian 
rights,  under  this  theory,  as  to  the  yet  undisposed  of  waters  on 


"  "In  the  act  of  1872  Congress 
tnthomed  the  various  States  in  which 
waa  fltuated  public  mineral  domain  of 
the  United  States  to  legislate  in  re- 
gard to  mining.  Such  legislation  is 
Bwenarilj  only  supplemental  to  the 
Federal  legislation/'  etc.  Costigan  on 
Mining  Law,  p.  21. 

u  Infra,  sec.  430  et  seq. 

V  '^e  general  government  doubt- 
Imi  has  a  power  over  its  own  property 
aoalogons  to  the  police  power  of  the 
sereral  States,  and  the  extent  to  which 
it  nay  go  in  the  exercise  of  such 
power  is  measured  by  the  exigencies 

of  the   particular    case While 

ve  do  not  undertake  to  say  that  Con- 
pen  has  the  unlimited  power  to  legis- 
ttte  against  nuisances  within  a  State, 


which  it  would  have  within  a  Terri- 
tory, we  do  not  think  the  admission 
of  a  Territory  as  a  State  deprives  it 
of  the  power  of  legislating  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  lands,  though 
it  may  thereby  involve  the  exercise  of 
what  is  ordinarily  known  as  the  police 
power,  so  long  as  such  power  is  di- 
rected solely  to  its  own  protection. 
A  different  rule  would  place  the  pub- 
lie  domain  of  the  United  States 
completely  at  the  mercy  of  State  legis- 
lation." Camfield  v.  United  States 
(1896),  167  U.  S.  518,  at  525,  526.  17 
Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  864,  42  L.  Ed.  260.  See, 
also,  Light  v.  United  States  (May  1, 
1911),  —  U.  S.  — ,  and  Grimaud  v. 
United  States  (May  1,  1911),  — 
U.  a  — . 
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public  lands,  by  providing  that  land  patents  shall  not  hereafter 
carry  any  water-rights.  In  California  ^  the  legislature  at  one  time 
passed  a  joint  resolution  calling  upon  Congress,  as  to  all  waters  on 
the  public  domain,  to  reserve  all  riparian  rights  out  of  land  patents, 
and  ''that  the  same  be  granted  and  dedicated  to  the  States  and  Ter- 
ritories where  the  same  are  situated,"  etc.^  For  the  essence  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  California  courts  in  its  history  appears  to  be 
less  the  upholding  of  riparian  rights  than  the  upholding  the  dis- 
posal power  of  Congress  and  the  necessity  for  congressional  action. 
In  fact,  Oregon  has  given  just  this  effect  to  the  Desert  Land  Act,^ 
but  it  cannot  be  said  how  far  the  other  States  will  accept  this 
construction  of  that  act,  unless  Congress  puts  it  more  explicitly. 
Congress  has  explicitly  so  provided  only  regarding  waters  in  the 
Black  Hills  ;^  that  is,  has  provided  that  land  patents  shall  not 
hereafter  carry  any  riparian  rights  in  the  Black  Hills  of  the 
Dakotas. 

Likewise  there  would  seem,  under  this  historical  view,  a  field  for 
the  passage  of  Federal  statutes  leading  up  to  water  patents,  just 
as  Congress  has  done  in  the  mining  law  leading  up  to  mine  patents, 
or  legislation  regarding  conservation. 

The  United  States,  until  within  the  last  year  or  two,  has  not 
moved  to  exercise  th«  power  which  the  foregoing  historical 
theory  accords.  Now  that  Federal  activity  has  arisen  under  the 
policy  of  conservation,  it  is  being  addressed  to  laws  concerning 
rights  of  way  and  reservoir  sites,  and  not  to  the  waters  them- 
selves, even  in  the  States  whose  courts  recognize  riparian  water- 
rights  in  the  United  States ;  while  recent  statutes  of  the  California 
legislature  declare  for  State  control  and  call  waters  the  property 
of  the  people  of  the  State.** 

20  stats,  of  1877-78,  p.  1070.  ^  Assembly  Joint  Resolution  No.  8, 

21  Caused,  semble,  by  Van  Sickle  Session  of  1911,  dealinfir  with  Lake 
case.  Tahoe;  Stats.  1911,  c.  406,  for  State 

22  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  96  control  of  the  acquisition  of  water 
Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1098,  102  Pac.  728.  powers;   and  Stats.  1911,  c.  407,  de- 

23  A.  C,  June  11,  1906,  34  Stats.  daring  waters  the  "property  of  the 
at  Large,  234.  people  of  the  State.'' 

§§  158-166.     (Blank  numbers.) 
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I  18S~196.     (Blank  numbers.) 

A.    STATEMENT  OF  THE  COLOBADO  DOCTBINE. 
(Sa  ed.) 

§  167.  The  state  Qystem.— In  the  States^  following  the  "Colo- 
rado" doctrine  (which,  while  hitherto  opposed  in  the  other  juris- 
dictions by  the  courts,  has  been  triumphing  over  the  California 
doctrine  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  and  in  the 
State  legislatures,  until  to-day  even  the  courts  of  the  latter  States 
in  many  cases  seem  to  have  been  overruled  by  their  legislatures ),2 
the  hist(Mrical  theory  is  not  in  force.  The  Federal  proprietary  title 
(and  therewith,  the  common-law  rights  of  riparian  owners  as  Fed- 
eral successors  in  interest)   is  denied,  and  instead  there  is  an 

1  Enumerated  in  sec.  118,  supra,        S  Supra,  sec.  124, 
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extensive  State  organization  which  has  absolute  control  over  all 
natural  water  resources  within  their  borders,  whether  on  public 
or  on  private  lands.  All  rights  in  waters  are  held  to  rest  upon 
State  sovereignty  and  State  law. 

The  State  law  proceeds  upon  the  ground  that  the  common  law 
was  unsuited  to  Western  conditions,  and  only  such  parts  of  the 
common  law  are  brought  by  settlers  into  new  communities  as  are 
suited  to  their  conditions — ^a  familiar  doctrine.  It  rather  denies 
that  the  United  States  as  landowner  was  ever  entitled  to  the  rights 
of  a  riparian  proprietor,  because  the  law  of  the  places  where  the 
lands  lay  never  sanctioned  riparian  rights,  and  because  the  United 
States  has  no  other  rights  than  any  other  landowner  in  the 
State.  Consequently  no  grantee  of  the  United  States  can  have 
riparian  rights.  Instead,  appropriation  is  the  sole  law  recognized. 
The  appropriator  looks  for  his  rights  to  the  State,  and  not  the 
United  States,  these  States  usually  having  constitutional  or  statu- 
tory provisions  expressly  declaring  that  the  ownership  of  all 
waters  is  in  the  .State  (or  in  the  public,  which  ia  construed  as 
meaning  the  State),  and  that  the  right  to  the  use  thereof  can  be 
obtained  by  appropriation,  and  in  no  other  way.  While  the  Cali- 
fornia courts  started  with  a  Federal  title  and  deduced  the  law  of 
riparian  rights  from  that,  the  Colorado  doctrine  started  from  a 
rejection  of  riparian  rights,  and  deduced  a  rejection  of  Federal 
title  from  that,  since  the  United  States  holds  its  public  land  like 
other  landowners  in  this  respect. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  168.  The  Authorities  Quoted.— In  Willey  v.  Decker*  the 
authorities  in  support  of  this  view  are  presented  in  an  opinion 
by  Mr.  Justice  Potter.  First  setting  forth  the  California  view,  the 
court  says : 

**Upon  that  theory  the  right  acquired  by  prior  appropriation  on 
the  public  domain  is  held  to  be  founded  in  grant  from  the  United 
States  government,  as  owner  of  the  land  and  water,  under  the 
acts  of  Congress  of  1866  and  1870.* 

**In  this  State,  on  the  other  hand,  the  common-law  doctrine 
concerning  the  rights  of  a  riparian  owner  in  the  water  of  a  natural 

8  11  Wyo.  496,   100  Am.  St.  Rep.  4  Citing    U.    8.    Rev.    Stats.,    sees. 

939,  73  Pac.  210.     Mr.  Justice  Potter's      2339,  2340;  U.  S.  Comp.  Stats.  1901, 
opinion  in  this  case  is  one  of  the  no-      p.  1437. 
table  investigations  contained  in  the 
reports. 
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stream  has  been  lield  to  be  nnsuited  to  our  conditions;  and  this 
court  has  declared  that  the  rule  never  obtained  in  this  jurisdic- 
tion.* It  was  said  in  the  opinion  in  that  case  that  'a  different 
principle  better  adapted  to  the  material  condition  of  this  region 
has  been  recognized.  That  principle,  briefly  stated,  is  that  the  right 
to  the  use  of  water  for  beneficial  purposes  depends  upon  a  prior 
appropriation.'  And,  further,  in  explanation  of  the  reasons  for 
the  existence  of  the  new  doctrine,  it  was  said:  'It  is  the  natural 
outgrowth  of  the  conditions  existing  in  this  region  of  country. 
The  climate  is  dry,  the  soil  is  arid  and  largely  unproductive  in 
the  absence  of  irrigation,  but  when  water  is  applied  by  that  means 
it  becomes  capable  of  successful  cultivation.  The  benefits  accruing 
to  land  upon  the  banks  of  a  stream  without  any  physical  appli- 
cation of  the  water  are  few ;  and  while  the  land  contiguous  to  water, 
and  so  favorably  located  as  to  naturally  derive  any  sort  of  advan- 
tage therefrom,  is  comparatively  small  in  area,  the  remainder, 
which  comprises  by  far  the  greater  proportion  of  our  land  other- 
wise susceptible  of  cultivation,  must  forever  remain  in  their  wild 
and  unproductive  condition  unless  they  are  reclaimed  by  irriga- 
tion. Irrigation  and  such  reclamation  cannot  be  accomplished  with 
any  degree  of  success  or  permanency  without  the  right  to  divert 
and  appropriate  water  of  natural  streams  for  that  purpose  and 
a*  security  accorded  to  that  right.  Thus,  the  imperative  and 
growing  necessities  of  our  conditions  in  this  respect  alone,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  other  beneficial  uses,  also  important,  has  compelled 
the  recognition  rather  than  the  adoption  of  the  law  of  prior  appro- 
priation.** 

"In  view -of  the  contention  in  Colorado  that  until  1876  the 
eonmion-law  principles  of  riparian  proprietorship  prevailed  in  that 
State,  and  that  the  doctrine  of  priority  of  right  to  water  by  priority 
of  appropriation  was  first  recognized  and  adopted  in  the  constitu- 
tion, the  supreme  court  of  that  State,  by  Mr.  Justice  Helm,  con- 
eluded  a  discussion  of  the  matter  as  follows:  'We  conclude,  then, 
that  the  common-law  doctrine  giving  the  riparian  owner  a  right 


5  Citing  Moyer  v.  Preston,  6  Wyo. 
308,  71  Am.  St.  Rep.  914,  44  Pac,  845. 

6  Ia  another  Wyoming  case  it  is 
aid:  ''This  use  and  the  doctrine  sup- 
porting it  is  founded  upon  the  necessi- 
ties ^wing  out  of  natural  conditions, 
ud  IS  absolutely  essential  to  the  de- 
velopment of   the   material  resources 


of  the  country.  Any  other  rule  would 
offer  an  effectual  obstacle  to  the  set- 
tlement and  growth  of  this  region, 
and  render  the  lands  incapable  of 
successful  cultivation."  Farm  Inv. 
Co.  V.  Carpenter,  9  Wyo.  110,  87  Am. 
St.  Bep.  918,  61  Pac.  258,  50  L.  B.  A. 
747. 
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to  the  flow  of  water  in  its  natural  channel  upon  and  over  his 
lands,  even  though  he  makes  no  beneficial  use  thereof,  is  inappli- 
cable to  Colorado.  Imperative  necessity,  unknown  to  the  countries 
which  gave  it  birth,  compels  the  recognition  of  another  doctrine 
in  conflict  therewith.  And  we  hold  that,  in  the  absence  of  express 
statutes  to  the  contrary,  the  first  appropriator  of  water  from  a 
natural  stream  for  a  beneficial  purpose  has,  with  the  qualifications 
contained  in  the  constitution,  a  prior  right  thereto,  to  the  extent 
of  such  appropriation.'  And  it  was  further  said  that  the  latter 
doctrine  has  existed  from  the  earliest  appropriations  of  water 
Within  the  boundaries  of  the  State.'' 

''When  the  question  was  first  considered  in  the  State  of  Nevada, 
the  court  held  that  the  patentee  of  the  government  succeeded  to 
all  of  its  rights,  and  among  these  was  the  right  to  have  the  water 
of  a  stream  theretofore  ^  diverted  returned  to  its  natural  channel.^ 
But  that  case  was  overruled  in  Jones  v.  Adams.^^  And  in  Reno 
Smelting  etc.  Works  v.  Stevenson,^^  it  was  unequivocally  declared 
that  the  common-law  doctr^^ie  of  riparian  rights  was  unsuited  to 
the  condition  of  that  State.  The  court  said :  '  Here  the  soil  is  arid 
and  unfit  for  cultivation  unless  irrigated  by  the  waters  of  run- 
ning streams.  The  general  surface  of  the  State  is  table4and, 
traversed  by  parallel  mountain  ranges.  The  great  plains  of  the 
State  afford  natural  advantages  for  conducting  water,  and  lands 
otherwise  waste  and  valueless  become  productive  by  artificial  irri- 
gation. The  condition  of  the  country,  and  the  necessities  of  the 
situation,  impelled  settlers  upon  the  public  lands  to  resort  to  the 
diversion  and  use  of  waters.  This  fact  of  itself  is  a  striking  illus- 
tration and  conclusive  evidence  of  the  inapplicability  of  the  com- 
mon-law rule.*" 

''The  leading  case  in  Arizona  is  Glough  v.  Wing.^'  In  that  case 
it  is  said  that  the  problem  to  be  solved  in  the  arid  portions  of  the 


T  Citing  Coffin  v.  Left  Hand  Ditch 
Co.,  6  Colo.  443. 

8  Note  the  word  "theretofore."  In 
Ao  holding  (as  it  did)  the  early  Ne- 
vada decision  went  to  a  length  not 
to-day  in  force  anywhere.  The  Cali- 
fornia doctrine  saya  only  "thereafter." 
The  "theretofore"  was  overruled  in 
Jones  V.  Adams.  The  "thereafter" 
was  not  involved  until  the  Reno  case. 
See  supra,  sec.  87. 

9  Citing  Van  Sickle  v.  Haines,  7 
Nev.  249,  15  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  201. 


10  19  Nev.  78,  3  Am.  St.  Rep.  788, 
6  Pac.  442. 

11  20  Nev.  269,  19  Am.  St.  Rep.  364, 
21  Pac.  317,  4  L.  R.  A.  60. 

12  In  another  Nevada  case  it  is 
said:  "The  doctrine  of  riparian  rights 
is  so  unsuited  to  the  conditions  exist- 
ing in  the  State  of  Nevada,  and  is  so 
repugnant  in  its  operation  to  the  doc- 
trine of  appropriation,  that  it  is  not 
part  of  the  law,  and  does  not  prevail 
here."  Walsh  v.  Wallace,  26  }^ev.  299, 
99  Am.  St.  Rep.  692,  67  Pac.  &14* 

18  2  Ariz.  371,  17  Pac.  453. 
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earth  has  not  been  how  best  to  drain  the  water  off  the  land  and 
get  rid  of  it,  but  how  to  save  it  to  be  conducted  upon  land  in  aid 
of  the  husbandman.  The  learned  judge  who  wrote  the  opinion 
refers  to  the  antiquity  of  irrigation  in  that  section  of  country  and 
in  other  lands,  and  remarks:  'Thus  we  see  that  this  is  the  oldest 
method  of  skilled  husbandry,  and  probably  a  large  number  of  the 
human  race  have  ever  depended  upon  artificial  irrigation  for  their 
food  products.  The  riparian  rights  of  the  common  law  could  not 
exist  under  such  systems ;  and  a  higher  antiquity,  a  better  reason, 
and  more  beneficent  results  have  flowed  from  the  doctrine  that  all 
right  in  water  in  non-navigable  streams  must  be  subservient  to 
its  use  in  tilling  the  soil.'  And,  further,  it  is  said  that  the  com- 
mon law,  so  far  as  the  same  applies  to  the  uses  of  water,  'has 
never  been,  and  is  not  now,  suited  to  conditions  that  exist  here. ' 

"The  supreme  court  of  Utah  say:  'Riparian  rights  have  never 
been  recognized  in  this  Territory,  or  in  any  State  or  Territory 
where  irrigation  is  necessary;  for  the  appropriation  of  water  for 
the  purpose  of  irrigation  is  entirely  and  unavoidably  in  conflict 
with  the  common-law  doctrine  of  riparian  proprietorship.  If  that 
had  been  recognized  and  applied  in  this  territory  it  would  still 
be  a  desert ;  for  a  man  owning  ten  acres  of  land  on  a  stream  of 
water  capable  of  irrigating  a  thousand  acres  of  land  or  more,  near 
its  mouth,  could  prevent  the  settlement  of  all  the  land  above  him. 
For  at  common  law  the  riparian  proprietor  is  entitled  to  have 
the  water  flow  in  quantity  and  quality  past  his  land  as  it  was  wont 
to  do  when  he  acquired  title  thereto,  and  this  right  is  utterly 
irreconcilable  with  the  use  of  water  for  irrigation.  The  legislature 
of  this  territory  has  always  ignored  this  claim  of  riparian  pro- 
prietors, and  the  practice  and  usages  of  the  inhabitants  have  never 
considered  it  applicable,  and  have  never  regarded  it. '  ^* 

"In  disposing  of  what  the  court  calls  the  'phantom  of  riparian 
rights.'  and  declaring  that  the  maxim,  'First  in  time,  first  in  right,' 
should  be  settled  law  in  that  jurisdiction,  the  supreme  court  of 
Idaho  forcibly  state  the  reasons  for  the  new  doctrine:  'Whether 
or  not  it  is  a  beneficent  rule,  it  is  the  lineal  descendant  of  the  law 
of  necessity.  When,  from  among  the  most  energetic  and  enter- 
prising classes  of  the  East,  that  enormous  tide  of  immigration 
poured  into  the  West,  this  was  found  an  arid  land,  which  could  be 
utilized  as  an  agricultural  country,  or  made  valuable  for  its  gold, 

1^  Citing  Stowell  v.  Johnson,  7  Utah,  215,  26  Pac.  290. 
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only  by  the  use  of  its  streams  of  water.  The  new  inhabitants 
were  without  law,  but  they  quickly  recognized  that  each  man  should 
not  be  a  law  unto  himself.  Accustomed  as  they  had  been,  to  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws  they  had  helped  make,  as  the  settlements  increased 
to  such  numbers  as  justified  organization,  they  established  their 
local  customs  and  rules  for  their  government  in  the  use  of  water 
and  land.  They  found  a  new  condition  of  things.  The  use  of 
water  to  which  they  had  been  accustomed,  and  the  laws  concerning 
it,  had  no  application  here.  The  demand  for  water  they  found 
greater  than  the  supply,  as  is  the  unfortunate  fact  still  all  over 
this  arid  reg^n.  Instead  of  attempting  to  divide  it  among  all,  thus 
making  it  unprofitable  to  any,  or  instead  of  applying  the  common- 
law  riparian  doctrine  to  which  they  had  been  accustomed,  they 
disregarded  the  traditions  of  the  past,  and  established  as  the  only 
rule  suitable  to  their  situation  that  of  prior  appropriation.  This 
did  not  mean  that  the  first  appropriator  could  take  what  he  pleased, 
but  what  he  actually  needed,  and  could  properly  use  without 
waste.  Thus  was  established  the  local  custom,  which  pervaded  the 
entire  West,  and  became  the  basis  of  the  laws  we  have  to-day  on 
that  subject.'  '**« 

As  to  the  effect  of  this  inapplicability  upon  the  common  law, 
the  statutes  of  Nevada  adopted  the  common  law  of  England  in 
the  following  words:  **The  common  law  of  England,  so  far  as  it 
is  not  repugnant  to  or  in  conflict  with  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States,  or  the  constitution  and  laws,  of  this  State, 
shall  be  the  rule  of  decision  in  all  the  courts  of  this  State."  The 
supreme  court  of  Nevada,  in  Reno  Smelting  etc.  Co.  v.  Steven- 
son,^® construing  this  statute  in  its  application  to  riparian  rights, 
said:  **The  statute  is  silent  upon  the  subject  of  the  applicability 
of  the  common  law,  and  we  think  the  term  *  common  law  of  Eng- 
land' was  implied  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  generally  understood 
in  this  country,  and  that  the  intention  of  the  legislature  was  to 
adopt  only  so  much  of  it  as  was  applicable  to  our  condition." 
And  Judge  Hawley  said  in  declaring  the  law  of  Nevada:  "  *' Ripa- 
rian rights  are  founded  upon  the  ancient  doctrine  of  the  common 
law.  If  the  law  is  a  progressive  science,  courts  should  keep  pace 
with  the  progress  and  advancement  of  the  age,  and  constantly  bear 

IR  Citing  Drake  v.  Earhart,  2  Idaho  "  Union  Min.  Co.  v.  Dangberg,  81 

(716),  750,  23  Pac.  541.  Fed.  73. 

16  20    Nov.    2()9,    19   Am.   St.   Rep. 
364,  21  Pac.  317,  4  L.  fi.  A.  60. 
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m  mind  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the  people  and  the  peculiar 
conditions  and  surroundings  of  the  country  in  which  they  live. 
In  this  connection  it  has  been  said  to  be  one  of  the  excellencies 
of  the  common  law,  that  it  admits  of  perpetual  improvement,  by 
aceonunodating  itself  to  the  circumstances  of  every  age,  and  applies 
to  all  changes  in  the  modes  and  habits  of  society,  and  in  this  re- 
spect it  will  never  be  outgrown  by  any  refinements,  and  never  out 
of  fashion,  while  the  ideality  of  human  nature  exists."  In  an 
Arizona  case,^*  a  concurring  opinion:  ''Without  further  elabora- 
tion of  my  reasons,  I  state  my  belief  that  the  utter  incompatibility 
of  the  doctrine  of  riparian  rights  with  the  conditions  of  life  in 
this  territory  is  an  all-sufiScient  reason,  under  the  principles  of  the 
common  law  itself,  to  hold  that  that  doctrine  is  not  here  in  force."  *• 
In  the  same  case  on  appeal  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  this  was  approved,  saying  of  a  statute  adopting  the  com- 
mon law  in  general  terms:  ''It  is  far  from  meaning  that  the 
patentees  of  a  ranch  on  the  San  Pedro  are  to  have  the  same  rights 
as  owners  of  an  estate  on  the  Thanies."^ 

Under  the  Colorado  doctrine,  the  "grant"  principle  of  the  Cali- 
fornia theory  is  not  recognized.  "We  had  occasion  recently  to 
consider  whether  the  right  of  a  citizen  to  use  water  within  the 
State  for  irrigation  of  lands  is  granted  by  the  State  or  general 
government,  and  were  unable  to  discover  any  principle  of  that 
kind."**  A  patent  from  the  government  to  land  through  which 
water  flows  or  percolates  does  not  give  color  of  title  to  the  water.^ 
That  is,  the  land  grant  does  not  confer  even  color  of  title  as  a 


u  Boquillas  etc.  Go.  y.  Curtii,  11 
Ariz.  128,  89  Pae.  504;  affirmed  in 
213  U.  8.  339,  29  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  493, 
53  U  Ed.  822. 

^  Compare  what  was  said  in  an 
ttrlj  California  case  concerning  min- 
ing rights.  Sanderson,  C.  J.,  in  Mor- 
ton T.  Sohmbo  Min.  Co.,  26  Cal.  527, 
4  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  463,  spoke  against 
being  "tied  down  to  the  treadmill  of 
tlie  conmion  law"  in  regard  to  mining 
^ghtB.  And  compare  the  opinion  of 
Phaw,  J.,  in  Katz  v.  Walkinshaw,  141 
Cal.  116,  99  Am.  St.  Rep.  35,  70  Pac. 
663.  74  Pac.  766,  64  L.  R.  A.  236, 
concerning  the  law  of  percolating 
^ten,  and  applying  the  same  reason- 
ing thereto. 

»  Boquillas  L.  ft  C.  Co.  v.  Curtis 
(1909),  11  Ari«.  128,  213  U.  8.  339,  29 


Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  493,  53  L.  Ed.  822. 
Cf.  dissenting  opinion  of  McBride, 
J.,  in  Flinn  v.  Vaughn  (Or.),  106 
Pac.  643,  urging  the  same  argument 
for  rejection  of  the  common  law  of 
logging,  sayins:  "There  is  no  more 
good  reason  for  applying  common- 
Si  w  rules  to  riparian  rights  on  our 
floatable  streams  than  there  is  for 
applying  the  English  custom  of 
primogeniture,  or  conveyance  by  fine 
and  recovery,  to  our  system  of  land 
tenures  " 

21  Hoge  V.  Eaton,  135  Fed.  411, 
citing  Mohl  v.  Lamar  Canal  Co.  (C. 
C),  128  Fed.  776. 

22  Clark  V.  Ashley,  34  Colo.  285,  82 
Pac.  588.  See  Cascade  Co.  v.  Empire 
Co.  (Colo.),  181  Fed.  1011. 


192  jC3d  ed.)     Pt.  II.    CALIFORNIA  -  COLOEADO  DOCTRINES.  9  16& 

grant  of  the  water.  It  was  held^  that  the  legislature  could  not 
confer  water-rights  by  grant.  Possession  and  use  of  the  water 
are  necessary  to  create  the  right  to  its  continued  use.  Says  the 
supreme  court  of  Utah:  **To  initiate  and  acquire  a  right  in  and 
to  the  use  of  unappropriated  public  water,  whether  on  the  public 
domain  or  within  a  reservation  or  elsewhere,  is  dependent  upon 
the  laws  or  customs  of  the  State  in  which  such  water  is  found.  "^ 
So  it  is  ruled  that  the  United  States  Reclamation  Service  must 
proceed  imder  State  law,  and  if  it  condemns  land,  does  so  only 
under  the  general  State  laws.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  169.  Same. — ^Perhaps  no  stronger  exposition  of  this  doctrine 
has  been  given  than  in  a  late  Colorado  case.^  Plaintiff  obtained  a 
land  patent  in  1868,  while  Colorado  was  still  a  Territory,  the 
stream  naturally  flowing  therethrough.  Many  years  after  patent 
issued,  a  corporation  organized  to  create  light,  heat  and  power> 
diverted  the  stream  from  his  land.  It  was  held  that  plaintiff  has 
no  cause  of  action ;  and  Mr.  Justice  Campbell,  delivering  the  opin- 
ion of  the  court,  said:  **We  are  entirely  satisfied  that  the  sole 
question  argued  and  submitted  to  the  trial  court  by  counsel  on 
both  sides  was  whether  the  common-law  doctrine  of  continuous 
flow  under  the  facts  disclosed  by  this  record  exists  in  Colorado. 
At  this  late  day  it  would  seem  to  us,  as  it  evidently  did  to  the 
trial  court,  idle  to  make  such  contention  in  this  State.  The  matter 
has  long  ago  been  set  at  rest.  The  authorities  relied  upon  by 
plaintiffs  are  those  which  sustain  the  so-called  California  doctrine, 
first  clearly  and  definitely  announced  by  the  supreme  court  of 
California  in  Lux  v.  Haggin,^  in  which,  inter  alia,  it  was  held  that 
the  common  law  as  to  riparian  ownership  was  not  abolished  by  any 
law  of  that  State,  but  still  existed  there  side  by  side  with  the 
doctrine  of  appropriation.*  The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States 
in  several  cases  has  approved  and  indicated  its  satisfaction  with 

23  Platte  Water  Co.  v.  Northern  Irr.      8^»  also,  very  recently,  Hagerman  Co. 

Co.,  12  Colo.  525,  21  Pac.  711.  ^' J^J^^^^^,^^J^\^^'  ^^^  ^*^-  ^^3. 

'  '  V    .   «  ^  C^  Cal.  255,  4  Pac.  919,  10  Pac. 

24  Sowardfl  v.  Meagher  (Utah),  108      ^74. 

PiftC.  1113.  8  Citing   the    first    edition    of    this 

25  Burley  v.  United  States,  179  *>oo^»  sections  16  and  17.  See,  also, 
Yed.  1.  sections  18  and  19  of  the  first  edition; 

sections  22  and  23  of  the  second  edi- 
1  Sternberger    v.    Seaton    etc.    Co.      tion ;  and  sections  117  and  118  of  this 
(1909),  45  Colo.  401,  102  Pac.   168.      the  third  edition. 
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the  decisions  of  the  State  courts  which  hold  that  the  common-law 
doctrine  has  been  abolished,  and  has  said  that  each  State,  without 
interference  by  the  Federal  courts,  may  for  itself,  and  as  between 
rival  individual  claimants,  determine  which  doctrine  shall  be 
therein  enforced."*  And  later  in  the  same  opinion:  **The  doc- 
trine in  this  State,  that  the  common-law  rule  of  continuous  flow 
of  natural  streams  is  abolished,  is  so  firmly  established  by  our  con- 
stitution, the  statutes  of  the  Territory,  and  the  State,  and  by 
many  decisions  of  this  court,  that  we  decline  to  reopen  or  recon- 
sider it,  however  interesting  discussion  thereof  might  otherwise 
be,  and  notwithstanding  its  importance."  And  again,  in  the  same 
opinion:  ''To  uphold  plaintiffs'  cau«e  of  action  as  made  by  their 
complaint,  and  as  tried  and  submitted  below,  would  necessittrte 
the  reversal  of  an  unbroken-  line  of  decisions  of  this  court  from 
the  beginning  to  the  present  time,  result  in  tearing  up,  root  and 
branch,  the  statute  law  of  the  Territory  and  of  the  State,  and  the 
nuUification  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  itself  on  the 

subject  of  appropriation This  judgment,  being  in  effect 

that  the  common-law  doctrine  of  continuous  flow  of  a  natural 
stream  is  inapplicable  to  conditions  in  this  State,  and  that  by 
necessary  construction  of  our  local  customs,  statutes,  and  consti- 
tution it  is  abolished,  is  affirmed."^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  170.    Water  "the  Property  of  the  Public''  or  "of  the  State." 

Accompanying  this  view  that  the  law  of  appropriation  rests  upon 
the  inapplicability  of  any  other  rule  are  statutes  or  constitutional 
provisions  expressly  declaring  that  the  ownership  of  all  waters  is 
in  the  State  (or  in  the  public).  "In  this  and  other  jurisdictions 
where  the  common  law  in  respect  to  the  use  of  water  and  the 
right  thereto  is  altogether  ignored,  there  has  been  established, 
either  by  judicial  decision  or  statute,  or  both,  as  an  essential  prin- 
ciple, that  the  water  of  all  natural  streams  is  the  property  of  the 
public  or  of  the  State.'* • 

4  Citing  eases.  found    other    very    late    expressions. 

I  In  a  recent  Idaho  case  (Hntchin-  This    Idaho    case,    however,    upholds 

ton  ▼.  Watson  D.  Co.   (Idaho,  1909),  some    right    in    the    riparian    owner, 

16  Idaho,  484,  133  Am.  St.  Rep.  125,  though  inferior  to  appropriators.     See 

101  Pac.   1059)    and   a   recent   New  mpra,  sec.  118,  and  infra,  sec.  367. 
Mezieo  ease    (Hagerman  Co.   v.   Mc-  «  Willey  v.   Decker,   11   Wyo.  496, 

Muxaj  (N.  M.),  113  Pftc.  823),  ar«  100  Am.  St.  Bep.  939,  73  Pac.  210. 
Waur  Bightf  IS 
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All  waters  within  the  State  are  declared  to  b.e  "the  property  of 
the  public''  (or  to  **belong  to  the  public")  in  Arizona,  Colorado, 
Montana,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Mexico,  North  Dakota,  Okla- 
homa, Oregon,  South  Dakota,  Texas,  Utah,  and  Wyoming^  In  the 
following,  declared  to  be  **the  property  of  the  State":  Idaho, 
Nevada,  North  Dakota,  Wyoming.®  The  California  legislature  in 
1911  declared  waters  the  ** property  of  the  people  of  the  State."®* 

In  California,  where  the  courts  had  refused  to  take  this  stand, 
and  have  considered  title  to  the  usufruct  of  waters  upon  public 
lands  to  be  in  the  United  States,  the  legislature  at  one  time 
called  upon  Congress  to  abrogate  riparian  rights  and  to  declare 
as  to  the  waters  ''that  the  same  be  granted  and  dedicated  to  the 
States  and  Territories  where  the  same  are  situated, ' '  ®  and,  whether 
influenced  by  this  or  not,  I  do  not  know,  Congress  in  1877  (the 
same  year)  passed  the  Desert  Land  Act,  providing  that  all  waters 
upon  public  lands  should  be  and. remain  ''free  for  the  appropriation 
and  use  of  the  public,"  which,  in  the  very  important  recent  case 
of  Hough  v.  Porter,*^  in  Oregon,  has  been  held  to  have  constituted 
an  irrevocable  dedication  to  the  people  where  the  waters  lay,  and 
to  constitute  a  source  of  local  public  ownership  by  gift  from  the 
United  States.  Following  out  this  idea.  Western  members  of 
Congress  in  1910  introduced  bills  to  grant  power  sites  and  rights 


T  Arizona. — ^Rev.  Stats.  1901,  sec. 
417.^  (running  water  is- ''declared  pub- 
lic"). 

Colorado. — Const.,  art.  16,  see.  5. 

Montana, — Civ.  Code,  sec.  1880. 
Bee  Smith  v.  Denniff,  24  Mont.  20,  81 
Am.  St.  Hop.  408,  60  Pac.  398,  50 
Xi.  B.  A.  741.  The  section  speaks  of 
the  waters  "of  this  State,"  but  does 
not  expressly  go  further. 

Nebraslca, — Comp.  Stats.  1903,  sec. 
64o0;  Cobbey's  Stats.  6796;  Laws 
1895,  p.  260. 

iV^evado.— Stats.  1903,  p.  24,  sec.  1. 

New  jyrearico.—Stats.  1907,  p.  71, 
sec.  1. 

North  Dakota, — Stats.  1905,  c.  34, 
sec.  1;  Rev.  Codes  (1905),  sec.  7604. 

Oregon. — Stats.  1909,  c.  221,  sec.  1. 

South  Pafcota.— Stats.  1905,  p.  201, 
sec.  1;  Stats.  1907.  p.  373,  sec.  1. 

Terra*.— Sayles'  Civ.  Stats.  1900, 
art.  3115  et  seq. 


?7<aft.— Stats.  1905,  c.  108,  sec.  47, 
Stats.  1907,  pp.  ^6,  248;  Comp.  Laws 
1907,  sec.  1288x18. 

TTyomin^.— Stats.  1886;  Eev.  Stats. 
1887,  sec.  1344. 

8  Idaho.— Cvf.  Code  1901,  sec.  2625. 
See  Speer  v.  Stephenson  (Idaho, 
1909),  16  Idaho,  707,  102  Pac.  365; 
Village  of  Twin  Falls  v.  Stubbs 
(Idaho,  1908),  15  Idaho,  68,  96  Pac. 
195.  See,  also,  Const.,  art.  15,  sees.  4 
and  5;  McLean's  R«v.  Codes,  sec. 
3240;  Laws  1901,  p.  191,  sec.  9b. 

Nevada, — Comp.  Laws  1900,  sec. 
354;  StaU.  1907,  p.  30,  sec.  1. 

North  Dakota. — Const.,  art.  17,  sec. 
210. 

Wyoming. — ^Laws  19Q9,  p.  112,  c. 
68,  sec.  1;  Const,  art.  8,  sec.  1.  See, 
also,  Ibid.f  art.  1,  sec.  31. 

8a  Cal.  Stats.  1911,  c.  407,  amdg. 
Civ.  Code,  sec.  1410. 

9  Laws  1877-78,  p.  1070. 

10  Supra,  sec.  129. 
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of  way  upon  public  lands  to  the  States,  since  Congress  already  had 
dedicated  the  waters  themselves  to  the  people  of  the  State.^^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  171.    Sources  from  Which  This  Declaration  is  Derived.-^ 

State  or  local  public  proprietorship  is  thus  derived  in  the  alterna- 
tive in  the  jurisdictions  (now,  by  statute,  nearly  all  the  Western 
States)  asserting  it;  that  is,  either  as  inherent  in  general  law,  or 
as  having  been  created  by  the  United  States.  Three  considerations 
are  to  be  noted  as  to  this. 

First,  the  proposition  that  State  or  local  proprietorship  is  inher- 
ent law  is  a  result  of  the  change  in  the  way  of  stating  the  idea 
of  the  ** negative  community."**  As  the  theory  of  ''negative 
community"  had  been  applied  in  the  early  California  days,  the 
corpus  of  running  water  was  held  incapable  of  ownership,  either 
by  private  individuals  or  by  the  State  or  by  the  United  States,*^ 
and  the  usufruct  or  right  to  its  flow  and  use  belonged  to  the  United 
States  as  landowner  until  it  granted  a  use  to  private  parties.^^ 
This  negative  idea  that  running  water  as  such  belonged  to  no  one 
became  changed  in  the  younger  States  by  substituting  the  positive 
expression  that  they  belonged  to  the  ** State  in  trust  for  everyone"; 
a  change  from  negative  to  positive  expression  similar  to  that  which 
has  taken  place  in  the  way  of  stating  the  law  of  the  beds  oi 
navigable  waters  and  the  law  regarding  wild  game.  Thus,  while 
the  shores  of  the  sea  and  beds  of  navigable  waters  are,  in  the 
civil  law,  in  **the  negative  community"  and  ** common"  as  dis- 
tinguished from  ** public,"  the  modern  phrase  is  that  they  are 
owned  by  the  State  in  trust  for  the  people.^*  The  same  change  is 
fairly  well  established  regarding  wild  animals  or  game.^^  And  so 
has  come  the  change  in  the  above  States  from  the  negative  idea 
that  running  waters  as  a  substance  belong  to  no  one,  to  the  positive 
;dea  that  they  belong  to  the  ** State  in  trust  for  the  people." 


11  A  resolution  just  adopted  by  the 
California  legislature  concerning  the 
water*  of  Lake  Tahoe,  protesting 
against  a  contract  made  between  the 
Cnited  States  Reclamation  Service 
ud  private  parties,  declares  that 
"The  State  of  California  claims  to 
ova  the  major  portion  of  £he  waters 
of  mid  lake  and  protests  against  the 
tirernon  of  said  waters,  and  will  re- 
nst  the  diveraioa  contemplated,  aa  an 


invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  people 
of  this  State."  Assembly  .Toint  Reso- 
lution No.  8,  Session  of  1191.  See, 
further,  supra,  p.  165,  note  20. 

12  Supra,  sec.  6. 

13  Kidd   V.   Laird,   15   Cal.    101.   76 
Am.  Dec.  472,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  571. 

14  Supra,  sec.  82. 
16  Supra,  sec.  6. 

l«  Supra,  sec.  33;  infra,  sec.  907. 
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Second,  this  change  was  facilitated  by  the  policy  of  "free  de- 
velopment" established  by  the  United  States  from  the  earliest 
times  for  waters  on  its  public  lands.  This  policy  was  so  firmly 
fixed  by  Congress  by  the  act  of  1866  ^^  that  it  came  to  be  regarded 
as  inherent  law,  especially  as  the  United  States  never  has  at- 
tempted theretofore  or  thereafter  to  exercise  rights  of  ownership, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  reafiSrmed  its  position  in  the  Desert  Land 
Act  of  1877,^®  and  because  the  people  at  large  in  the  West  have 
looked  only  to  the  State  as  a  matter  of  fact. 

Third  has  been  the  confusion  between  sovereignty  and  propri- 
etorship. No  law^yer  denies  that  sovereignty  or  regulative  power 
over  public  uses  of  waters  under  the  police  power  resides  in  the 
States,  and  this  has  not  been  distinguished  from  ownership  there- 
of.i» 

(3d  ed.) 

§  172.  Construction  Given  to  the  Declaration. — So  far  as  the 
courts  have  considered  the  matter  (there  is  little  discussion  in  the 
reports),  they  have  treated  these  as  declarations  of  sovereignty 
of  the  State,  rather  than  proprietorship.  The  declaration  that  the 
waters  are  **the  property  of  the  State"  was  undoubtedly  intended 
by  the  legislatures  as  an  assertion  or  declaration  that  the  State 
owns  the  waters  the  same  as  a  public  building.^  But  the  courts 
have  tended  to  view  the  water  itself  much  in  the  light  of  the  orig- 
inal idea  of  the  ** negative  community"  as  without  any  ownership 
at  all  (neither  private.  State,  or  national) ,  except  as  to  its  fiow  and 
use  or  ** usufruct,"  which  rights  of  use  are  subject  to  State  regu- 
lation in  whomsoever  they  may  reside. 

The  courts,  in  the  first  place,  hold  that  declarations  that  the 
waters  are  **the  property  of  the  State"  and  **the  property  of 
the  public"  are  synonymous.  The  Wyoming  court  says:  ** There 
is  to  be  observed  no  appreciable  distinction,  under  the  doctrine  of 
prior  appropriation,  between  a  declaration  that  the  water  is  the 
property  of  the  public,  and  that  it  is  the  property  of  the  State,"  ^^ 
and  in  three  States  above  both  expressions  are  used  in  the  statutes. 


17  Supra,  sec.  94  et  seq. 
IS  Supra,  sec.   128. 

19  Infra,  sec.  1338  et  seq, 

20  "These  provisions  were  founded 
on  a  principle  new  to  American  irri- 
gation law.  The  State  was  declared 
to  be  the  owner  of  the  water,  and 
Tights  to  its  use  were  to  be  acquired 
by  grant  or  license  from  the  State; 


....  the  principle  in  mind  when  the 
laws  were  enacted  was  undoubtedly 
that  the  State  was  proprietor  of  the 
water  and  ja^ranted  rights  to  its  use. 
.  .  .  ."  Bulletin  168,  U.  S.  Dept. 
Agric. 

21  Farm  Inv.  Co.  ▼.  Carpenter,  • 
Wyo.  110,  87  Am.  St.  Eep.  918,  61 
Pac  2^8,  50  L.  B.  A.  747. 
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Then,  as  to  the  meaning  of  "property  of  the  public,'*  while  in 
the  law  of  distribution  to  public  uses  this  is  held  to  give  consumers 
(as  the  public)  rights  of  actual  ownership  in  the  natural  resources 
in  place  of  the  distributing  agencies,^  yet  in  the  present  connec- 
tion it  is  construed  more  as  meaning  the  same  as  the  phrase  ''pub- 
lid  juris,'*  an  old  phrase  in  the  law;®  that  water  is  a  wandering 
thing,  whose  corpus  is  incapable  of  ownership  either  by  the  State 
or  the  United  States,  the  utmost  right  being  usufructuary,  a  flow 
and  use  only,  and  may  be  used  by  any  member  of  the  public  first 
applying  subject  to  State  police  power  regulation.  **  Under  the  rule 
permitting  the  acquisition  of  rights  by  appropriation  the  waters  be- 
come perforce  'publici  juris/  ''^  and  in  a  Colorado  case^  **the 
waters  of  flowing  streams  are  publici  juris — ^the  gift  of  God  to  all 
His  creatures."^  The  State's  office  is  regulative,  to  see  that  those 
who  use  the  water  do  not  violate  their  duties  to  each  other,^  and  hence 
acts  in  its  sovereign  capacity  only — not  as  owner  of  the  water ;  the 
State  operates  only  under  the  police  power.*  **The  obvious  mean- 
ing and  effect  of  the  expression  that  the  water  is  the  property  of  the 
public  is  that  it  is  the  property  of  the  people  as  a  whole.  What- 
ever title,  therefore,  is  held  in  and  to  such  water  resides  in  the 
sovereign  as  representative  of  the  people.  The  public  ownership,  if 
any  distinction  is  material^  is  rather  that  of  sovereign  than  pro- 
prietor. That  ownership,  however,  is  subject  to  a  particular  trust 
or  use,  specially  defined  in  the  statutes  and  in  the  constitution" 


22  Infra,  sec.  1338  et  seq. 

2S  Supra,  sec.  5;  infra,  see.  688. 

24  WiUey  v.  Decker,  11  Wyo.  496, 
100  Am.  St.  Rep.  939,  73  Pac.  210. 

25  Mohl  y.  Lamar  Canal  Go.  (G.  G. 
Colo.),  128  Fed.  776. 

1  Quoting  Blackstone,  bk.  II,  p.  14, 
and  saying  such  is  the  effect  of  the 
Colorado  constitution,  art.  16,  sec.  5. 

"We  shall  presently  see  that  after 
appropriation  the  title  to  this  water, 
save,  perhaps,  as  to  the  limited  quan- 
tity that  may  be  actually  flowing  in 
the  consumer's  ditch  or  lateral,  re- 
mains in  the  general  public,  while  the 
paramount  right  to  its  use,  unless  for- 
feited, continues  in  the  appropriator." 
Wheeler  v.  Northern  Irr.  Co.,  10  Colo. 
582,  587,  588,  3  Am.  St.  Rep.  603,  17 
Pac..  487." 

"I  think  the  best  opinion  now  is 
that  running  water  is  not  a  'property* 
of  the  State  but  that  it  belongs  to 
the   public,    a   common   nedessity    of 


human  life,  like  air."  Mr.  Garfield, 
before  the  Senate  Committee  on  Pub- 
He  Lands,  Feb.  16,  1910. 

2  In  Speer  v.  Stephenson  (Idaho, 
1909),  16  Idaho,  707,  102  Pac.  365, 
it  is  said  that  the  term  "public 
waters"  refers  to  all  water  running 
in  the  natpral  channel  of  the  streams, 
and  the  State  may  by  proper  legisla- 
tion regulate  the  appropriation  and 
use  thereof,  and  private  rights  author- 
ized by  the  law  were  simply  to  the 
use  of  the  public  waters,  and  not  an 
ownership  in  them,  at  least  while  they 
were  flowing  in  the  natural  channel. 

3  Robertson  v.  People  ex  rel.  Soule, 
40  Colo.  119'  90  Pac.  79,  citing  Farm- 
ers'  etc.  Cd.  v.  South  worth,  13  Colo. 
Ill,  21  Pac.  1028,  4  L.  R.  A.  767; 
White  V.  Farmers*  etc.  Co.,  22  Colo. 
191,  43  Pac.  1028,  31  L.  R.  A.  828; 
Lamson  v.  Vailes,  27  Colo.  201,  61 
Pac.  231;  Fort  Lyon  etc.  Co.  y.  Chew, 
33  Colo.  392,  81  Pac.  37. 
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(i.  e.,  for  use  by  appropriators) .*  **By  either  phrase,  'property 
of  the  public'  or  'property  of  .the  State,'  the  State,  as  represen- 
tative of  the  public  or  the  people,  is  vested  with  jurisdiction  and 
control  in  its  sovereign  capacity."*^  So  in  Kansas  v.  Colorado,* 
it  was  held  that  the  State's  regulative  power  was  paramount,  with- 
out intimation  of  an  actual  State  ownership. 

As  the  oflBce  of  the  State  under  this  construction  is  only  regu- 
lative and  not  one  of  actual  ownership,  the  Idaho  court  considered 
a  suit  to  determine  existing  rights  purely  one  to  settle  private 
rights.  It  had  been  urged  (as  the  legislature  by  the  declaration 
of  State  and  public  ownership  certainly  intended)  that  it  was  pri- 
marily a  determination  concerning  State  property,  but  the  court 
held  otherwise,  and  held  that  a  public  official  could  not  bring  such 
a  suit  against  all  existing  appropriators  to  show  their  rights.  It 
was  held  a  suit  concerning  private  property  and  not  State  prop- 
erty.*^ And  likewise  it  is  held  that  an  appropriation  for  use  out- 
side the  State  is  permissible,  and  not  an  abstraction  of  State 
property.® 

In  North  Dakota  and  Montana  a  declaration  of  State  ownership 
is  held  not  to  prevent  the  existence  of  riparian  rights.^  But  neither 
court  went  further  into  the  matter  than  to  refuse  to  give  effect  to 
the  provision  contrary  to  the  conclusion  upholding  riparian  rights 
arrived  at  in  those  cases.  In  the  Montana  case,^^  the  court  says 
that  by  such  declaration  the  State  assumed  to  itself  the  ownership 
of  the  waters  *'sub  modo,"  which  is  indeiSnite,  to  say  the  least. 
In  the  North  Dakota  case  it  was  said  concerning  the  effect  upon 
riparian  rights  of  a  declaration  that  water  is  the  property  of  the 
State:  **Such  rights  are  under  the  protection  of  the  fourteenth 
amendment  to  the  Federal  constitution,  which  protects  property 
against  all  State  action  that  does  not  constitute  due  process  of 
law.  It  follows  that  section  210  of  the  State  constitution  would 
itself  be  unconstitutional  in  so  far  as  it  attempted  to  destroy  those 


4  Willey  V.  Decker,  11  VTyo.  496, 
100  Am.  St.  Rep.  939,  73  Pac.  210. 

5  Farm.  Inv.  Co.  v.  Carpenter,  9 
Wyo.  110,  87  Am.  St.  Rep.  918,  61 
Pac.  258,  50  L.  R.  A.  747. 

e  206  U.  S.  46,  27  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
655,  51  L.  Ed.  956. 

7  Bear  Lake  v.  Budge,  9  Idaho,  703, 
108  Am.  St.  Rep.  179,  75  Pac.  615. 

8  V^illey  V.  Decker,  11  Wyo.  496, 
100  Am.  St.  Rep.  939,  73  Pac.  210; 


Mohl  V.  Lamar  Canal  Co.  (Colo.),  128 
Fed.  776;  Hoge  v.  Eaton,  supra;  Bean 
V.  Morris,  159  Fed.  651,  86  C.  C.  A. 
519. 

»  Bigelow  V.  Draper,  6  N.  D.  152, 
69  N.  W.  570;  Smith  v.  Denniff,  24 
Mont.  20,  81  Am.  St.  Rep.  408,  60  Pac. 
398,  50  L.  R.  A.  741. 

10  Smith  V.  Denniff,  24  Mont.  20,  81 
Am.  St.  Rep.  408,  60  Pae.  398,  60 
L.  B.  A.  741. 
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vested  rights  of  property,  if  it  should,  by  construction,  be  given 
a  scope  sufSeiently  wide  to  embrace  such  matters.  For  this  reason 
we  feel  constrained  to  hold,  despite  its  broad  language,  that  sec- 
tion 210  was  not  framed  to  devest  the  rights  of  riparian  owners 
in  the  waters  and  bed  of  all  natural  watercourses  in  the  State." 
It  was  further  sai^  that  the  declaration  of  State  ownership  pos- 
sibly would  prevent  private  persons  from  totally  diverting  a  water- 
course, thus  construing  it  in  opposition  to  appropriation  entirely.** 
Neither  the  North  Dakota  nor  Montana  decision  lends  much  aid 
in  arriving  at  the  meaning  of  such  phrases,  although,  if  the  declara- 
tion means  that  running  waters  are  "publici  juris,"  they  are  cor- 
rect in  holding  it  not  opposed  to  the  riparian  doctrine.** 

Under  the  Colorado  doctrine,  then,  it  is  denied  that  the  United 
States  has  an  interest  in  the  waters  on  its  lands  as  proprietor,  and 
waters  are  either  owned  by  the  State  in  trust  for  the  people,  or 
are  *'publici  juris/'  owned  by  no  one  at  all,  but  free  for  use  by 
all  under  State  police  power  regulation,  which  protects  the  first 
comer,  the  prior  appropriator,  to  the  extent  of  his  beneficial  use. 
As  between  the  latter  two  ideas,  the  choice  of  expression  has  not  yet 
become  fixed;  but  for  our  present  purpose  it  is  enough  to  notice 
that  both  agree  in  denying  proprietary  title  of  any  kind  in  the 
United  States  at  the  present  day."  Under  both  the  Colorado  and 
California  doctrines  the  State  control  over  public  uses  is,  in  law, 
paramount ;  but  while  the  California  doctrine  recognizes  the  United 
States  as  a  riparian  proprietor,  the  Colorado  doctrine  does  not 
recognize  the  United  States  as  a  proprietor  of  waters*  in  any  sense. 


«  Bigelow  V.  Draper,  6  N.  D.  152, 
69  N.  W.  570. 

u  Supra,  see.  2  et  seq.;  infra,  sec 
684et8eq. 

In  a  recent  New  York  case  it  was 
held  that  the  State  has  control  over 
the  Nia^ra  River,  but  no  property  or 
ownership  in  its  waters.  Niagara  etc. 
<'o.  J.  College  etc.  Co.,  Ill  App.  Div. 
770,  98  N.  Y.  Supp.  4.  See.  also. 
Auburn  V.  W.  Co.,  90  Me.  537,  38  Aa 
561,  38  L.  B.  A.  188. 

In  another  New  York  case,  it  is  said 
that  while  the  State  maj  regulate  the 
UN  of  percolating^  water,  it  does  not 
own  it  as  a'  proprietor.  The  attorney 
general  may  sue  to  enforce  the  regu- 
Ution,  but  then  only  for  the  com- 
Bnaity    of    oyerlying    or     adjacent 


landowners  as  the  proprietors,  not  the 
State  at  large.  People  v.  New  York 
etc.  Co.  (1910),  196  N.  Y.  421,  90  N. 
E.  441,  CuUen,  C.  J. 

13  "By  the  adoption  of  our  State 
constitution,  all  of  the  unappropriated 
waters  at  that  time  were  declared  to 
be  public  waters,  and  it  matters  not 
through  or  over  whose  land  they  flow." 
Speer  v.  Stephenson  (1909),  16  Idaho, 
707,  102  Pac.  365. 

"The  bill  refers  to  waters  belonging 
to  the  government.  I  do  not  know 
what  waters  belong  to  the  Federal 
government.  I  do  not  know  that  the 
Federal  government  owns  the  waters." 
Mr.  Mondell  of  Wyoming,  in  the 
House  of  Bepresentativea. 


200  (3ded.)     Pt.IL    CALIFOBNIA - COLOBADO  DOCTEINES.  JITS 

(3d  ed.) 

§  173.  Objections  Raised  on  Behalf  of  the  United  States  as 
Landowner. — ^By  the  courts  following  the  California  view,  aside 
from  the  practical  objection  above  adverted  to,  denying  the  inap- 
plicability of  the  common  law,  legal  objections  are  also  urged 
against  the  Colorado  doctrine  as  a  matter  of  constitutional  law. 
The  first  and  most  important  objection  is  th«it  the  proprietary 
rights  of  the  United  States  as  landowner  are  either  omitted  or 
denied  in  the  Colorado  calculation.  Regarding  the  system  of  ap- 
propriation as  having  force  only  by  the  permission  of  the  United 
States  as  the  original  landowner  of  all  this  region,  the  California 
and  similar  courts  have  expressed  difficulty  in  understanding  the 
view  of  those  States  which,  following  the  Colorado  system,  declare 
that  the  appropriator  receives  his  rights  from  the  State  alone,  dis- 
regarding the  rights  of  the  United  States  as  original  sole  riparian 
owner,  or  the  riparian  rights  of  the  grantees  of  its  land. 

Granting  that  those  parts  of  the  common  law  which  are  in- 
applicable are  not  brought  in  by  settlers,  yet  the  rights  of  the 
United  States  antedated  the  settlement  of  the  States  in  question. 

Some  right  in  the  United  States  to  the  waters  must,  it  is  said, 
have  attached  to  the  public  land  on  its  original  acquisition  by  the 
United  States  under  such  treaties  as  the  Louisiana  Purchase  or 
the  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo.  The  difficulty  is. said  to  be  that 
some  right  to  the  unused  water  flowing  over  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States  was  originally  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  a  State  cannot  take  the  property  from  the  United  States 
or  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  thereof  without  its  consent, 
and  that  to  take  it  from  a  grantee  of  the  United  States  is  a  taking 
of  property  without  due  process  of  law,  within  the  fourteenth 
amendment.  That  the  original  right  of  the  United  States  before 
settlement  of  the  land  must  have  been  that  of  sole  riparian  pro- 
prietor. That  the  United  States,  having  been  sole  riparian  owner 
before  the  settlement  of  the  land,  no  State  can,  by  a  declaration 
of  law  after  settlement,  take  those  rights  as  riparian  owner  from 
the  United  States  or  prevent  it  from  giving  riparian  rights  to  its 
grantee,  or  take  them  away  from  its  grantee. 

Such  a  refusal  to  recognize  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  and 
such  prevention  of  its  granting  riparian  rights  to  the  grantees  of 
its  land  is  said  to  be  an  interference  with  the  primary  disposal  of 
the  public  land;  infringes  on  the  power  of  Congress.    Article  4, 
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fection  3,  elanse  2,  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  reads 
as  follows:  ''The  Congress  shall  have  the  Power  to  dispose  of  and 
make  all  needful  Bules  and  Regulations  respecting  the  Territory 
or  other  Property  of  the  United  States,  and  nothing  in  this  Con- 
stitution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  Prejudice  any  Claims  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State."  In  Lux  v.  Haggin," 
after  holding  that  the  right  to  the  water  on  public  lands  originally 
mtust  have  belonged  to  the  United  States,  as  to  any  landowner, 
as  parcel  thereof,  or  an  incident  thereto,  the  court  says :  **But  when 
the  State  is  prohibited  from  interfering  with  the  primary  disposal 
of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  there  is  included  a  pro- 
hibition of  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  State  to  preclude  the 
United  States  from  transferring  to  its  grantees  its  full  and  com- 
plete title  to  the  land  granted,  with  all  its  incidents."  And  fur- 
ther says,  "But  where  one  or  both  of  the  parties  claim  under  a 
grant  from  the  United  States  (the  absolute  owner,  whose  grant 
inelndes  all  the  incidents  of  the  land,  and  every  part  of  it),  it  is 
difficult  to  see  how  a  policy  of  the  State,  or  a  general  practice,  or 
rolings,  of  the  State  court  with  reference  to  adverse  occupants  on 
public  lands,  can  be  relied  on  as  limiting  the  effect  of  grants  of 
the  United  States,  without  asserting  that  the  State,  or  people  of 
the  State,  may  interfere  with  'the  primary  disposal  of  the  public 
lands.'  .  •  •  .  Of  course  the  State  cannot  interfere  with  the  pri- 
mary disposition  of  such  lands  by  their  owner.  September  9,  1850, 
the  act  of  Congress  ^  was  approved  admitting  the  Stt^te  of  Cali- 
fornia into  the  Union  'on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States 
in  all  respects  whatever,'  with  the  condition  that  the  State  should 
never  interfere  with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  public  lands  within 
ite  limits.  "»• 

In  a  recent  case  it  was  said  that  the  rights  of  an  appropriator 
do  not  rest  on  the  laws  of  a  State  (even  in  Wyoming,  one  of  the 
arid  States),  but  upon  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  the  legislative 
enactment  of  a  State  (Wyoming)  is  only  a  condition  which  brings 


i«  69  Cal.  255,  at  373,  10  Pac.  674. 

^  9  Stats,  at  Large,  453. 

M  Bach  a  clause  is  contained  in  all 
aets  of  admission.  Compare  N.  B. 
Const.,  art.  16,  sec.  203.  See.  also, 
rnion  Min.  Co.  v.  Ferris,  Fea.  Cas. 
No.  14,371,  2  Saw.  176,  8  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  90. 

"Wonld  not  a  State  law  which,  ia 
adTioce  of  the  grant,  should  attempt 


to  take  from  the  grantee  the  flow 
of  the  stream,  acquired  from  or  sought 
to  be  conveyed  by  the  United  States, 
and  confer  the  waters  on  one  who  has* 
acquired  no  right  to  them  from  the 
United  States,  be. an  interference  with 
the  primary  disposal  of  the  public 
lands!"  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69  CaL  255, 
at  372,  10  Pac  674. 
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tlie  law  of  Congress  into  force.^*^  In  another  case  ^®  the  court  says: 
**In  the  Eastern  part  of  Montana  the  United  States  acquired  its 
title  to  lands  by  virtue  of  what  is  called  the  'Louisiana  Purchase.' 
There  cannot  be  one  rule  as  to  the  right  to  the  flow  of  water  over 
its  lands  in  Montana  and  another  rule  as  to  its  lands  in  Iowa  and 
Missouri."  "If  a  person  receives  a  patent  from  the  United  States 
for  land  subject  only  to  accrued  water-rights,  that  is,  existing 
water-rights,  and  as  an  incident  to  or  part  of  this  land,  there  is 
water  flowing  over  the  same  or  upon  the  same,  he  would  have 
all  the  rights  the  United  States  had  at  that  time.  I  do  not  think 
any  State  law  or  custom  can  take  away  such  rights  except  for  some 
public  purpose." 

As  to  the  early  '* phantom"  that,  before  the  act  of  1866,  the 
pioneers  were  mere  trespassers  on  public  lands,  it  is  forgotten; 
but  the  Ck)lorado  doctrine  in  effect  denies  that  by  asserting  that 
the  pioneers  had  rights  under  State  law,  without  resorting  to  any 
theory  of  Federal  action  to  elevate  them  from  in  fact  being  mere 
trespassers  (as  the  California  court  had  felt  bound  to  do  by  pre- 
suming a  Federal  grant) . 

As  to  the  early  Colorado  decisions  usually  referred  to,  they  were 
only  dictum,  says  Lux  v.  Haggin,  as  the  actual  decisions  involved 
only  land  grants  subsequent  to  the  diversion.  '*In  Cofiin  v.  Left- 
Hand  Co.,  .  •  .  .  the  appropriation  of  the  water  was  prior  to  the 

patent There  is  nothing  in  that  case  which  would  give 

preference  to  an  appropriation  of  water  made,  as  in  the  case  at 

bar,  long  after  the  grant  of  the  land It  would  seem  clear, 

however,  that  the  rights  of  parties  who  claimed  title  under  grant 
from  the  United  States  of  parts  of  the  public  domain  must  be  de- 
termined by  reference  to  laws  of  the  United  States  relating  to 
the  disposition  of  its  domain;  and  this  fact  is  recognized  by  the 
supreme  court  of  Colorado,  which  appeals  to  Broder  v.  Water  Co. 
as  supporting  its  interpretation  of  those  laws."  ^ 

• 

(3d  ed.) 

§  174.    Objections  on  Behalf  of  Private  Landowners. — ^It  is 

next  objected  that,  as  a  State  cannot  prevent  the  United  States 
giving  riparian  rights  to  its  grantee,  the  Colorado  law  takes  the 
private  landowner's  property  from  him  without  due  process  of 

IT  Anderson  v.  Bossman,  140  Fed.  i»  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  10 

14,  at  21.  Pac.  674. 

18  Cruse  T.  McCaulej,  96  Fed.  369. 
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law,  after  it  is  given  him  by  the  United  States,  in  permitting  its 
diversion  from  him  by  subsequent  appropriators.  Lux  v.  Haggin 
saj-s:  **The  right  to  the  use  of  the  water  as  part  of  the  land  once 
vested  in  its  private  grantee,  the  State  has  no  power  to  devest  him 

of  the  right  except  on  due  compensation Aridity  of  the 

soil  and  air  being  made  the  test,  the  greater  the  aridity  the  greater 
the  injury  done  to  the  riparian  proprietors  below  by  the  entire 
diversion  of  the  stream,  and  the  greater  the  need  of  the  riparian 
proprietor  the  stronger  the  reason  for  depriving  him  of  the  water. 
It  would  hardly  be  a  satisfactory  reason  for  depriving  riparian 
laods  of  all  benefit  from  the  flow  that  they  would  thereby  become 
utteriy  unfit  for  cultivation  or  pasturage,  while  much  of  the  water 
diverted  must  necessarily  be  dissipated."  ^  In  Washington  it  was 
recently  held^*  that  an  act  of  the  legislature,  authorizing  a  land- 
owner to  use  all  the  spring  water  arising  on  his  land,  and  thereby 
destroying  the  use  of  such  water  to  the  lower  riparian  owner, 
would  be  unconstitutional,  as  a  taking  or  destroying  of  property 
without  due  process  of  law.^ 

Necessity  has  its  limits  as  an  argument,  it  is  said.  **  While  the 
argoment  db  incanvenienti  should  have  its  proper  weight  in  ascer- 
taining what  the  law  is,  there  is  no  'public  policy'  which  can  em- 
power the  courts  to  disregard  the  law,  or,  because  of  an  asserted 
benefit  to  many  persons  (in  itself  doubtful),  to  overthrow  the  set- 
tled law.  •  .  .  .'  We  know  of  no  decisions  which  intimate  that  a 
difference  in  climatic  or  geographical  conditions  may  operate  to  ' 
transfer  a  right  of  property  from  those  in  whom  a  right  of  prop- 
erty is  vested  by  the  common  law.''^  And  in  another  case:  **But 
how  it  can  be  held  that  that  which  is  an  inseparable  incident  to 
the  ownership  of  land  in  the  Atlantic  States  and  the  Mississippi 
valley,  is  not  such  an  incident  in  this  or  any  other  of  the  Pacific 
States,  we  are  unable  to  comprehend.  It  certainly  cannot  be  true 
that  a  difference  in  climatic  conditions  or  geographical  position  can 


20  See,  also,  Rossmiller  v.  State, 
114  Wis.  169,  91  Am.  St.  Rep.  910, 
89  X.  W.  839,  58  L.  R.  A.  93,  where 
it  was  held,  among  other  things,  that 
the  Ip^slatnre  comd  not  declare  that 
**iee  formed  upon  meandered  lakes  of 
the  State  is  the  propezty  of  the  State." 
In  this  connection  the  court  said: 
"Tlie  legislature  has  no  such  crbi^rary 
power,  under  our  constitutional  sra- 
tem,  as  that  of  changing  the  n&tujre  *^i 


the  ownership  of  property  by  its  mere 
fiat.  It  can  no  more  accomplish  that 
result  in  that  way  than  it  can  change 
the  laws  of  nature  by  legislative 
declaration." 

21  Nielson  v.  Sponer,  46  Wash.  14, 
123  Am.  St.  Rep.  910,  89  Pac.  155. 

22  See,  also,  HoUett  v.  Davis  (1909), 
64  Wash.  326,  103  Pae.  423. 

28  Lux  T.  Haggin. 
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operate  to  deprive  one  of  a  right  of  property  vested  in  him  by  a 
well-settled  rule  of  common  law.  The  mere  fact  that  the  appellants 
will  not  be  able  to  occupy  or  cultivate  their  lands  as  they  hereto- 
fore have  done  unless  they  can  irrigate  them  with  water  taken  from 
the  Ahtanum  River  is  no  sufficient  reason  for  depriving  the  re- 
spondents, who*settled  upon  that  stream  in  pursuance  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  natural  rights  incident  to  their  more 
advantageous  location.  The  necessities  of  one  man,  or  of  any  num- 
ber of  men,  cannot  justify  the  taking  of  another's  property  without 
his  consent,  and  without  compensation.  If  it  be  true,  as  claimed  by 
appellants,  that,  if  the  judgment  of  the  court  below  is  affirmed,  their 
lands  will  again  become  a  barren  waste,  and  cease  to  'blossom  as  the 
rose, '  it  is  equally  true  that,  if  the  waters  of  the  river  are  diverted 
from  its  channel,  the  premises  of  the  respondents  will  become  unpro- 
ductive and  utterly  worthless. "  ^  In  Nebraska  it  is  said :  ^  *  *  We  do 
not  feel  justified  in  departing  from  a  position  so  generally  recog- 
nized and  accepted  as  being  correct,  so  well  supported  by  reason  and 
authority,  and  which,  it  is  believed  is  in  soundness  impregnable. 
....  Not  only  should  the  inapplicability  of  a  common-law  rule  be 
general,  extending  to  the  whole  or  the  greater  part  of  the  State,  or 
at  least  to  an  area  capable  of  definite  judicial  ascertainment,  to 
justify  the  courts  in  disregarding  such  rule,  but  we  think,  in  view 
of  the  ease  with  which  legislative  alteration  and  amendment  may 
be  had,  the  power  to  declare  established  doetrines  of  the  common 
'  law  inapplicable  should  be  used  somewhat  sparingly.  In  the  whole 
course  of  decisions  in  Nebraska,  from  the  territorial  courts  to  the 
present,  this  power  has  been  exercised  but  three  times.  "^ 

In  a  late  case  the  California  court  emphatically  reaffirmed  the 
stand  taken  in  Laix  v.  Haggin,  saying  through  Mr.  Justice  Sloss: 
**It  is  argued  that  unless  appropriators  are  permitted  to  divert 
and  store  for  future  use  water  which  would  otherwise  run  into  the 


24  Benton  v.  Johncox,  17  Wash.  277, 
61  Am.  St.  Rep.  912,  49  Pac.  498,  39 
L.  B.  A..  107. 

Black,'  J.,  said  in  Wheatley  v.  Chris- 
man:  "The  necessities  of  one  man's 
V.usiness  cannot  be  the  standard  of 
another's  right  in  a  thing  which  be- 
longs   to    both If    he    needed 

more,  he  was  bound  to  buy  it.  How- 
ever laudable  his  enterprise  might  be, 
he  cannot  carry  it  on  at  the  expense 
of  his  neighbor.  One  who  desires  to 
work  a  lead  mine  may  require  land 


and  money  as  well  as  water,  but  he 
cannot  have  either  unless  he .  first 
makes  it  his  own."  24  Pa.  302,  64 
Am.  Dec.  657,  11  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  24. 

2K  Crawford  Co.  v.  Hathaway,  67 
Neb.  325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  93 
N.  W.  781,  60  L.  B.  A.  889. 

1  In  a  Texas  case  it  is  said:  "It  is 
difficult  to  see  how  the  courts  of  this 
State  can  ignore  the  common  law  as 
a  rule  of  decision  where  it  is  made  so 
by  statute."  Diamond  v,  Harris,  33 
Tex.    637. 
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sea  and  be  wasted,  there  will  be  a  failure  to  make  the  most  bene- 
ficial Qse  of  the  natural  resources  of  the  State,  and  that  riparian 
owners  should  not  be  permitted  to  obstruct  the  development  of  these 
resources.  It  may  be  that  if  nonriparian  owners  are  permitted  to 
intercept  the  winter  flow  of  streams  in  order  to  irrigate  nonripa- 
rian lands  or  to  develop  power,  the  water  so  taken  will  permit  the 
cultivation  of  more  land  and  benefit  a  greater  number  of  people 
than  will  be  served  if  the  flow  continues  in  its  accustomed  course. 
But  the  riparian  owners  have  a  right  to  have  the  stream  flow  past 
their  land  in  its  usual  course,  and  this  right,  so  far  as  it  is  of  regu- 
lar occurrence  and  beneficial  to  their  land  is,  as  we  have  frequently 
said,  a  right  of  property,  *a  parcel  of  the  land  itself.'  Neither 
a  catui  nor  the  legislature  has  the  right  to  say  that  because  such 
water  may  be  more  beneficially  used  by  others  it  may  be  freely 
taken  by  them.  Public  policy  is  at* best  a  vague  and  uncertain 
g:aide,  and  no  consideration  of  policy  can  justify  the  taking  of  pri- 
vate property  without  compensation.  If  the  higher  interests  of 
the  public  should  be  thought  to  require  that  the  water  usually  flow- 
ing in  streams  of  this  State  should  be  subject  to  appropriation  in 
ways  that  will  deprive  the  riparian  proprietor  of  its  benefit,  the 
change  sought  must  be  accomplished  by  the  use  of  the  power  of 
eminent  domain.  The  argument  that  these  waters  are  of  great 
value  for  the  purposes  of  storage  by  appropriators  and  of  small 
value  to  the  lower  riparian  owners  defeats  itself.  If  the  right 
sought  to  be  taken  be  of  small  worth,  the  burden  of  paying  for  it 
will  not  be  great.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  great  benefits  are  con- 
ferred upon  the  riparian  lands  by  the  flow,  there  is  all  the  more 
reason  why  these  advantages  should  not,  without  compensation,  be 
taken  from  the  owners  of  these  lands  and  transferred  to  others."* 
What  is  *' public  interest"?  *•  For  example,  the  California  court 
in  one  recent  instance,  admittedly  treating  a  case  as  one  of  first 
impression,  unbound  by  precedent  in  the  specific  case  and  seeking 
only  for  the  public  interest,  unanimously  applied  the  riparian  doc- 
trine as  imperatively  demanded  by  conditions  in  the  Santa  Clara 
Valley.'  In  a  recent  New  Mexico  case,  under  a  statute  demanding 
an  inquiry  into  the  public  interest  in  a  certain  other  water  matter, 
the  case  went  through  four  different  tribunals  all  looking  for  the 

*»  Elsewbere,   again,   this   question  similarity   of   this   opinion    to    Silver 

must  be  met     See  tnf  ro,  sec.  649.  Spring  etc.  Co.  v.  Waukuck  etc.  Co. 

2  Opinion  upon  rehearing  in  Miller  (1882),  13  R.  I.  611,  15  Rep.  94. 
*Lnx  T.  Madera  etc.  Co.  (1909),  155  3  Miller  v.  Bay  Cities  W.  Co.,  157 

Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  Cal.  256,  107  Pac.  117,  27  L.  R.  A., 

8,  891,  italics  inserted.    Compare  the  N.  S.,  772. 
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true  public  interest,  and  most  of  them  disagreed  as  to  what  the 
public  interest  was.*  Statesmen  themselves  from  time  immemorial 
have  disagreed  upon  it.°  There  has  always  been  some  suggestion 
in  the  California  reports  looking  to  the  adoption  of  the  ground 
of  "shaping  the  law  by  court  decision  to  make  it  applicable  to 
conditions"  (the  individual  judges  never,  in  the  history  of  the 
State,  being  wholly  unanimous  upon  the  matter)  .•  But  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Justice  SIoss  just  quoted  represents  the  holding  that  has 
consistently  prevailed  in  California  in  actual  decision,  because,  for 
historical  reasons,  the  law  from  pioneer  days  was  cast  into  the  mold 
given  to  it  by  the  public  land  question  and  the  riparian  rights  of 
the  United  States.*^ 

There  has  been,  in  all  the  Western  States,  an  adoption  of  the 
common  law  as  the  basis  of  their  general  system  of  laws,  irrespec- 
tive of  the  law  of  waters.® 


*  Young  V.  Hinderlider  (N.  M.), 
lie  Pac.  1045. 

5  It  may  become  quite  vague;  for 
example,  "The  rule  given  in  the  Ser- 
mon on  the  Mount  to  distinguish  be- 
tween true  and  false  prophets  is  the 
true  test  by  which  to  determine  what 
the  common  law  is  when  applied  to 
new  conditions.  This  test  is  always 
applied  by  learned  jurists  to  deter- 
mine what  is  good  law."  (Argument 
of  counsel  for  the  appropriator  in  Lux 
V.  Haggin,  vol.  1093,  Sup.  Ct.  Rec.,  p. 
243.)  Compare  the  statement  of  Mc- 
Bride,  J.,  in  Flinn  v.  Vaughn  (Or.), 
100  Pac.  643,  that  "The  American 
courts  substituted  common  sense  for 
common  law."  If  cases  are  to  be  de- 
cided upon  a  judge's  native  inspira- 
tion, where  does  the  law  come  inf 
What  would  be  the  use  of  such  ex- 
pensive law  schools,  or  even  of  legisla- 
tures? 

6  See  the  percolating  water  cases, 
infrOf  Part  V,  applying  the  "inap- 
plicability" principle  in  favor  of  re- 
jecting the  common  law  of  percolating 
waters,  and  adopting,  to  suit  condi- 
tions, a  system  which,  it  can  now  be 
seen,  is  substantially  the  ftame  as  the 
law  of  riparian  rights  on  streams. 
There  the  California  court  brings  in 
the  riparian  principles  de  novo  on  the 
ground  that  they  are  imperatively  re- 
quired by  conditions. 

See,  also,  San  Joaquin  Co.  v.  Fresno 
Flume  Co.  (1910),  158  Cal.  626,  112 
Pac.  182.  Also  cases  cited  infra,  sec. 
673,  saying  that  the  common  law  be- 


tween riparian  owners  has  been  "modi- 
fied" in  California.  Purely  obiter 
dictum.    See  infra,  sec.  827. 

^  Supra,  cc.  5,  7.  In  the  pioneer 
days,  the  "inapplicability"  argument 
appeared  only  in  the  opinioni  of  Chief 
Justice  Murray.  He  at  first  opposed 
the  recognition  of  the  doctrine  of  ap- 
propriation at  all,  dissenting  in  Con- 
ger V.  Weaver,  6  Cal.  548,  65  Am. 
Dec.  528,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  594.  and 
when  overruled  by  the  rest  of  the 
court,  acquiesced  only  on  this  ground. 
(Hoffman  v.  Stone,  7  Cal.  46,  4  Morr. 
Min.  Kep.  520;  Crandall  v.  Woods, 
8  Cal.  136,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  604. 
See,  also,  ^ill  v.  King,  8  Cal.  338,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  533).  With  the  single 
exception  of  Chief  Justice  Murray 
(whose  early  death  soon  removed  even 
that),  the  California  court  from  its 
first  decisions  disclaimed  having  acted 
upon  that  ground,  for  the  reasons  we 
have  related,  which  were  of  pressing 
weight  in  pioneer  times  and  are  again 
to-day  coming  into  prominence  in  con- 
nection with  the  Federal  claim  to  con- 
trol in  pursuance  of  the  policy  of 
con5er\-ation. 

Indeed,  in  the  pioneer  California 
cases,  instead  of  claiming  an  abroga- 
tion or  modification  of  the  common 
law,  there  was  some  contention  that 
the  common  law  had  not  been  de- 
parted from  even  for  the  public  lands. 
Supra,  sec.  79. 

8  United  States  v.  Rio  Grande  ete. 
Co.,  174  U.  S.  706,  19  Sup.  Ct.  Bep. 
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B.    BASIS  OF  THE  COLORADO  DOCTRINE. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  175.  Replies  to  the  Foregoing  Objections. — In  most  deci- 
sions following  the  Colorado  doctrine  no  answer  to  the  foregoing 
objections  is  sought ;  *  they  are  seldom  noticed ;  and  in  the  recent 
decisioDS  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  they  are  not 
mentioned.-^*  The  matter  is  usually  rested  upon  the  independent 
groond  of  State  sovereignty,  inherent  in  State  rights.  There  is, 
however,  some  authority  basing  the  Colorado  doctrine  on  Federal 
as  distinguished  from  State  action,  or  simply  upon  Federal  in- 
action, and  we  shall  consider  these  first,  and  the  State  sovereignty 

lis  last 


(3d  ed.) 

§  176.  Basis  upon  Federal  Action. — As  a  direct  answer,  the 
Wyoming  court  has  said^*  that  the  first  Wyoming  constitution  con- 
tained provisions  declaring  the  waters  the  property  of  the  State, 
and  rejecting  riparian  rights.  This  constitution  was  ratified  by 
Congress  on  the  admission  of  Wyoming  into  the  Union ;  and  thereby 
the  United  States  consented  to  this  system.  A  similar  ratification 
is  also  claimed  on  behalf  of  Colorado  in  the  briefs  in  Kansas  v. 
Colorado.  But  it  is  said  in  Lux  v.  Haggin  that  this  cannot  cover 
the  point  in  States  having  no  such  constitutional  provisions,^  nor 
in  those  where  such  provisions  rest  on  subsequent  amendment  or 
legislation  which  never. had  tho  express  ratification  of  Congress. 

Again,  it  is  said  that  the  abrogation  of  the  common  law  took 
place  in  the  arid  States  from  their  first  settlement  while  still  Terri- 
tories, and  thereby  was  accomplished  by  the  United  States  itself, 
since  the  territorial  government  is  a  mere  agency  of  the  United 
States." 

But  when  the  basis  for  the  Colorado  doctrine  is  sought  in  Federal 
action,  it  is  usually  rested  upon  the  act  of  1866  and  the  Desert 
Land  Act  of  1877."  On  behalf  of  the  Colorado  doctrine,  it  has 
been  argued  that  the  acts  of  1866  and  1877  Avere  an  irrevocable 
surrender  by  the  United  States  of  its  proprietorship  in  the  waters 


mO,  43  L.   Ed.    1136.     (See   8   Cyc.  12  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  at 

-5;  6  Am.  &   Eng.   Ency.   of  Law,  352,  10  Pac.  674. 

'ftl           *  *•  «-  -1 ^  ^^  Boquillas  etc.  Co.  v.    Curtis,  11 

•Sec  quotatioM  above.  ^^.      ^28,  89  Pac.  506. 

w  InfrOj  iec.  180  et  seq.  ' 

"  Farm    etc.   Co.  v.    Carpenter,  9  i*  For   the   history   of   these   acts, 

Wto.  110,  87   Am.  St.  Kep.  918^  61  see  supra,  chapters  6  and  6. 

?ae.  258,  50  L.  B.  A.  747. 
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to  the  State.  In  a  New  Mexiifio  case*'  it  is  said:  **The  riparian 
rights  of  the  United  States  were  surrendered  in  1866.  Rev.  Stats., 
sec.  2339."  And  as  to  this:  ''It  is  claimed  that  this  statute  was 
a  grant  by  the  Federal  government  to  the  people  of  the  State  of 
the  waters  on  the  public  domain.  "*•  It  has,  somewhat  diflferently, 
been  said  that,  whatever  might  be  the  relation  of  these  acts  to  the 
proprietorship  of  the  United  States,  yet  it  was  a  complete  and 
irrevocable  surrender  of  political  control  to  the  State.  In  United 
States  V.  Rio  Grande  Dam  &  Irr.  Co.,*''  Mr.  Justice  Brewer,  in 
speaking  of  the  act  of  1866,  the  Desert  Land  Act  of  1877,  and  the 
Right  of  Way  Act  of  March  3,  1891,*^  says:**  "In  reference  to  all 
these  cases  of  purely  local  interest  the  obvious  purpose  of  Congress 
was  to  give. its  assent,  so  far  as  the  public  lands  were  concerned, 
to  any  system,  although  in  contravention  to  the  common-law  rule, 
which  permitted  the  appropriation  of  those  waters  for  legitimate 
industries."  In  a  Wyoming  case  it  is  said:^  "If  any  consent  of 
the  general  government  was  primarily  requisite  to  the  inception 
of  the  rule  of  prior  appropriation,  that  consent  is  to  be  found  in 
several  enactments  by  Congress,  beginning  with  the  act  of  July  26, 
1866,  and  Including  the  Desert  Land  Act  of  March  3,  1877.  Those 
acts  have  been  too  often  quoted  and  are  too  well  understood  to 
require  a  restatement  at  this  time  at  the  expense  of  unduly  extend- 
ing this  opinion." 

As  in  the  case  last  quoted,  the  reference  to  these  Federal  statutes 
is  usually  made  in  the  desert  States,  for  a  much  broader  pur- 
pose than  that  for  which  the  California  and  similar  courts  refer  to 
them.  The  purport  of  this  new  construction  may  be  summed  up 
as  follows :  That  by  the  acts  of  1866  and  1877  Congress  irrevocably 
declared  that  rights  in  waters  should  be  a  matter  of  local  law,  for 
each  jurisdiction  to  declare  for  itself,  and  that  the  public  domain 
would  be  disposed  of  in  subordination  to  such  local  system.  If 
the  local  system  ignore  Federal  proprietorship  in  the  waters  and 
ignore  riparian  rights,  then  such  is  the  system  sanctioned  by  the 
Federal  government,  and  as  such  is  consequently,  by  Federal  action, 
binding  on  the  government's  grantees  of  land  who  would  otherwise 

15  United    States    v.    Bio     Grande  "  IIK^'^.'  ^3.^^  ®"P-  ^  ^P' 

Dam  k  Irr.  Co.,  9  N.  M.  303,  51  Pac.  770    43  L.  Ed.  1136. 

1*74.                     '  18  26  Stat.  1101,  sec.  18. 

10  At  page  706. 

i«  Crawford  v.  Hathaway,  60  Neb.  so  Farm    etc.  Co.    v.    Carpenter,  9 

754,     84    N.    W.     273,     denying   the  Wyo.   110,  87  Am.   St.  Rep.   918,  61 

validity  of  the  contention-  Pac.  258,  50  L.  B.  A.  747, 
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have  riparian  rights ;  and  that  this  Federal  position  is  confirmed  by 
the  subsequent  congressional  enactments.^^  A  collection  of  Federal 
enactments  in  that  regard  is  given  in  the  collection  of  Federal  stat- 
utes upon  a  later  page.^ 

Again,  irrespective  of  the  rights  of  the  United  States  itself,  the 
Federal  acts  have  been  declared  to  be  aimed  directly  against  ripa- 
rian rights  of  private  parties,  by  Congress  itself,  and  even  as  to 
private  land  patented  before  diversion  by  appropriators.  A  late 
case  says :  * '  Congress  itself  has  by  legislation,  in  effect,  declared 
that  the  common-law  doctrine  does  not  apply  to  the  waters  of  the 
non-navigable  streams  upon  the  public  lands  in  the  arid  portions 
of  the  Western  States  and  Territories,"  etc.^  In  one  case,  for 
example,^  these  statutes  are  referred  to  as  a  declaration  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  of  its  intention  never  (even  if  it  has  the 
power)  to  grant  riparian  rights  to  any  person;  but  always  to  re- 
serve the  waters  from  the  land  grants.^ 

The  Oregon  court  has  recently,  &s  a  matter  of  construction  of 
the  Desert  Land  Act  of  1877,  departed  from  its  previous  rulings 
following  the  California  doctrine,  and  adopted  a  rule  very  similar 
to  that  of  Colorado,  holding  that  as  to  all  land  titles  acquired  since 
that  act,  riparian  rights  are  abolished  by  Congress  by  the  proviso 
in  the  act  that  waters  shall  remain  free  for  appropriation  by  the 
public;  that  the  Federal  government,  for  itself  and  its  subsequent 
patentees,  thereby  surrendered  its  water-rights,  an  executed  irrevo- 
cable dedication  to  those  of  the  public  who  might  thereafter  appro- 
priate the  water;  and  this  has  been  said  by  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States  to  rest  upon  plausible  grounds.^  This  construc- 
tion of  the  Desert  Land  Act  we  have  already  considered  elsewhere.* 
It  meets  the  objection  that  the  State  cannot  legislate  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  public  lands,  by  saying  that  there  is  no  necessity  for 


«  See  article  by  Judge  Hunt  of 
Montana,  in   17   Yale   Law  Joomal, 

585. 

a  Infra,  sec.  1429. 
^  Van  Dvke  v.  Midnight  Sun  Co. 
(Alaska),  177  Fed.  90. 

24  Tvnon  v.  Despain,  22  Colo.  240, 
43  Pac.  1039. 

25  Beferring  to  Tynon  v.  Despain, 
npra^  the  Washington  court  says: 
"Bat  this,  it  seems  to  us,  ia  an  un- 

Wftter  Bishta--14 


natural  construction  of  sections  2339 
and  2340."  Atkinson  v.  Washington 
Irr.  Co.,  44  Wash.  75,  120  Am.  St. 
Bep.  978,  86  Pac.  1123,  See  State 
ex  rel.  Liberty  Lake  etc.  Co.  v.  Su- 
perior Court,  47  Wash.  310,  91  Pac. 
968. 

1  Boquillas  etc.  Co.  v.  Curtis,  213 
XJ.  S.  339,  29  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  494,  53 
I/.  Ed.  822. 

2  Supra,  sees.  128-130. 
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it  to  do  so,  as  Congress  already  has  taken  the  desired  action.^  It 
should  be  noted  that  this  construction  of  the  Desert  Land  Act  has 
not  been  expressly  taken  until  this  case;  and  Congress  has  only 
in  a  limited  instance  expressly  and  explicitly  enacted  in  words 
what  the  Oregon  court  infers.  This  instance  is  in  an  act  of  Con- 
gress* expressly  reserving  out  of  patents  and  denying  to  patentees 
any  riparian  rights  on  lands  grainted  in  the  Black  Hills  Forest 
Reserves,  which  has  not  yet  been  under  judicial  consideration. 

These  arguments  base  the  Colorado  doctrine  upon  affirmative 
Federal  action. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  177.  Basis  upon  Absence  of  Federal  Action. — There  is.  in  a 
related  branch  of  the  law  of  waters,  namely,  the  law  of  accretion 
and  boundaries,  a  well-settled  rule  that,  in  the  absence  of  express 
Federal  provision  as  to  the  effect  of  patents  bounding  on  streams, 
the  local  law  governs  as  to  whether  the  boundary  carries  to  the 
middle  of  the  stream,  and  as  to  whether  it  includes  islands  in  the 
stream,  or  similar  matters.^  In  a  case  involving  title  to  an  island 
in  a  stream  in  Nebraska,  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States 
said:*  **The  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  was  that 
the  owner  of  lands  bordering  on  a  river  owns  to  the  center  of  the 
channel,  and  takes  title  to  any  small  bodies  of  land  on  his  side 
of  the  channel  that  have  not  been  surveyed  or  sold  by  the  govern- 
ment. It  is  the  settled  rule  that  the  question  of  the  title  of  a  ripa- 
rian owner  is  one  of  local  law.  In  Hardin  v.  Jordan,'^  the  matter 
was  discussed  at  some  length,  the  authorities  cited,  and  the  conclu- 
sion thus  stated  by  Mr.  Justice  Bradley,  delivering  the  opinion  of 
the  court:®  *In  our  judgment  the  grants  of  the  governments  for 
lands  bounded  on  streams  and  other  waters,  without  any  reserva- 
tion or  restriction  of  terms,  are  to  be  construed  as  to  their  effect 
according  to  the  law  of  the  State  in  which  the  lands  lie.'  '* 

This  is  a  well-settled  rule  of  Federal  conveyancing  which,  as  a 
new  matter,  may  be  applicable  here,  although  this  line  of  author- 

8  "True,  it  cannot  bj  legialation  de-  v.  Porter,  51  Or.  318.  95  Pac.  732,  98 

tennine  for  any  State,  after  its  admis-  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728. 

sion,  what  the  local  laws  relative  to  *  A.  C.  June  11,  1906,  34  Stat.  234. 

riparian  rights  shall  be;  but  the  gen-  5  Infra,  sec.  897  et  seq. 

eral  government,  in  dealing  with  its  ®  Whitaker  v.'McBride,   197  U.  S. 

public  lands,   may   provide   for   their  510,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  530,  49  L.  Ed. 

transfer  as  might  any   other   landed  857. 

proprietor,  and  make  such  reservations  7  140  U.  S.  371,  11  Sup.  Ct.  R«p. 

therefrom    by    grant,    dedication    or  808,  838,  35  L.  Ed.  428. 

otherwise  as  it  may  see  fit."    Hough  8  Page  384. 
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Hies  has  never  found  its  way  into  decision  upon  the  present  sub- 
ject until,  within  the  last  year,  it  was  brought  in  by  a  decision  of 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  specifically  applying  it  to 
diversions  of  water  from  a  riparian  proprietor.* 

Such  decision  does  not  affect  the  rights  of  the  land  (if  any) 
while  in  the  United  States ;  it  allows  the  State  to  subtract  the  water 
only  when  it  is  passing  from  the  United  States  to  the  patentee,  the 
State  acting  as  a  kind  of  agent  of  the  United  States  to  specify  the 
force  of  patents  which  themselves  are  silent.  It  would  seem  to  say 
that  the  right  to  unappropriated  waters  on  public  lands,  and  ulti- 
mate control  thereof,  is  in  the  United  States;  that  the  United  States 
has  not  expressly  reserved  them  out  of  land  patents;  that  until 
Congress  explicitly  expresses  a  contrary  intention  in  its  patents, 
the  local  law  governs  the  effect  of  the  patent  as  concerns  water- 
rights  as  well  as  everything  else  concerning  the  land.  Besides  be- 
ing a  departure  from  the  historical  view  (in  that  it  permits  the 
local  law  to  say  that  the  pioneers  were  not  trespassers  and  that 
they  had  rights  against  patentees  by  force  of  local  law),  it  also 
has  the  unsatisfactory  result  that  when,  under  it,  the  local  law 
refuses  riparian  rights  to  patentees,  rights  in  waters  on  private  pat- 
ented land  remain,  until  appropriated,  in  the  United  States  equally 
with  waters  on  public  lands ;  a  kind  of  dual  ownership  of  the  pri- 
vate estate  shared  in  by  the  United  States.^®  It  would  result  in 
a  power  in  Congress  to  legislate  in  Colorado  even  for  unused  waters 
on  private  land,  since  they  would,  under  this  theory,  be  reserved 
to  the  United  States  as  much  as  unappropriated  water  on  public 
land. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  178.  Basis  upon  State  Sovereignty  Alone. — ^But  the  prevail- 
in?  attitude  under  the  Colorado  doctrine  to-day  wholly  passes  by  any 
question  of  Federal  proprietorship,  authorization  or  consent,  and 


•  Log  Angeles  etc.  Co.  v.  Los 
Angelps  (1910).  217  U.  8.  217,  30 
Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  452,  54  L.  Ed.- 736,  af- 
finning  8.  C.,  152  C^\.  645,  93  Pac. 
869.  1135,  a  case  in  which  the  su- 
preme court  of  California  had  itself 
aonlied  it  to  uphold  the  "pueblo 
ripht"  of  the  city  of  Los  Angeles, 
ai^ainst  a  riparian  owner.  See  supra, 
tee.  68. 

See.  also.  Snvder  v.  Colorado  etc. 
Co.  (C.  C.  A.,  Colo.),  181  Fed.  62. 


10  "It  has  never  been  the  policy  of 
the  United  8tatcs  to  possess  interpsts 
in  land  in  connection  with  indi- 
viduals." Moore  v.  Smaw,  17  Cal.  199, 
at  226,  79  Am.  Dec.  123,  12  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  418,  holding  that  there  is 
(generally)  no  reservation  to  the 
United  States  of  mines  out  of  a  pat- 
ent. 
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regards  all  questions  as  resting  wholly  upon  the  sovereignty  of  the 
State  as  lawmaker,  having  power  to  declare  or  change  the  law  within 
the  State.  The  State  decisions  to  this  effect  have  already  been 
referred  to  at  length  and  need  not  be  here  repeated.** 

In  a  recent  case  in  the  Federal  court  for  Washington  (whose 
State  court  rejects  this  doctrine)  it  was  held  that  the  government  on 
admitting  a  State  into  the'  Union  relinquishes  its  control  of  the 
disposition  of  the  waters  of  the  State,  except  in  so  far  as  the  regu- 
lation of  commerce  is  concerned,  and  it  was  said  that  if  act  of 
Congress  interferes  with  State  law,  the  act  of  Congress  is  invalid." 
The  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Mr.  Ballinger,  in  his  report  for  1909, 
said:  **If  the  Federal  government  desires  to  exercise  control  or 
supervision  over  water-power  development  on  the  public  domain, 
it  can  only  do  so  by  limitations  imposed  upon  the  disposal  of  power 
and  reservoir  sites  upon  the  public  lands,  the  waters  of  the  streams 
being  subject  to  State  jurisdiction  in  their  appropriation  and  bene- 
ficial use."*^ 

Being  approved  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  as 
below  considered,  this  must  be  taken  as  a  permissible  doctrine 
to-day. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  179.  Some  Other  Arguments. — Incidentally,  other  arguments 
may  be  noticed.  When  the  general  adoption  of  the  common  law 
in  airthe  Western  States  is  referred  to,  it  is  replied  that  the  adop- 
tion of  the  common  law,  if  it  included  the  sanction  of  riparian 
rights,  is  subject  to  an  implied  reservation  to  the  legislature  to 
revoke  the  recognition  thereof.** 

The  ^'argumentum  ad  homviem''  is  also  not  lacking.*'  And 
in  some  quarters  it  is  customary  to-day  to  speak  disparagingly 


11  Supra,  Bee.  168  et  seq. 

12- United  States  v.  Hanson  (Wash. 
1909),  167  Fed.  881.  •  Likewise 
United  States  v.  Burley  (Idaho, 
1909),  172  Fed.  615. 

13  However,  he  then  took  the  posi- 
tion that  the  United  States  should  re- 
capture jurisdiction  by  purchase  ftom 
the  citizen;  that  is,  require  the  owner 
of  water-rights  under  State  Jaw  to 
convey  them  to  the  United  States,  so 
as  to  remove  them  from  the  State 
control.  Still  later  the  Interior  De- 
partment threw  out  a  suggestion  that 
a  withdrawal   of   waters   of   the   Rio 


Grande  River  by  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico  may  be  "an 
appropriation  by  the  highest  au- 
thority."    39  Land  Dec.  105,  at  108. 

14  Boquillas  etc.  Vo.  v.  Curtis.  11 
Ariz.   128,  89  Pac.  504. 

15  "The  California  decisions  cited 
for  appellants  may  no  longer  be  con- 
sidered good  law  even  in  the  State 
in  which  they  were  rendered.  In  the 
recent  case  of  Kansas  v.  Colora<lo. 
before  the  supreme,  court  of  the 
United  States,  Congressman  Needham 
testified  ....  that  there  has  been  a 
departure    from    the    principles    laid 
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of  "the  old  argument  that  supports  'vested  rights,'  "  even  though 
the  constitution  so  demands. 

Finally,  the  stand  is  taken  that  the  rule  of  the  arid  States  is 
now  one  of  property,  upon  which  rights  of  the  highest  value  have 
become  established,  and,  right  or  wrong,  must  stand  as  a  rule  of 
property."  Correspondingly,  the  Washington  court  refused  to  re- 
open the  correctness  of  its  decisions  following  the  California  doc- 
trine, also  on  this  ground."  The  Nevada  court  (in  the  case  above 
cited)  also  suggested  that  the  statute  of  limitations  would  long  ago 
have  run  against  the  riparian  claimants.  The  idea  here  is  entirely 
similar  to  that  ** silent  acquiescence"  which  was  relied  on  in  the 
original  California  cases  establishing  appropriation;  such  consent 
of  the  United  States  it  being  necessary  to  presume  in  order  to  pro- 
tect private  rights  that  have  grown  up  to  a  great  value;  and  so  in 
Clark  V.  Nash,"  it  is' said  that  "on  account  of  the  large  property 
interests  that  have  grown  up  under  the  Colorado  system,  it  must 
be  upheld.  A  recent  Colorado  writer  says:"  **In  all  of  the  arid 
States  following  the  '  Colorado  system, '  and  sustaining  the  doctrine 
of  appropriation  as  against  the  common-law  doctrine  of  riparian 
rights,  the  law  has  become  well  settled,  and  litigants  are  not  in- 
clined to  raise  nor  the  courts  to  listen  to  any  other  contention.  Its 
beneficent  results  have  now  been  demonstrated  by  more  than  thirty 
years  of  continuous  practice,  and  the  property  interests  that  have 
developed  under  it  now  amount  in  value  to  hundreds  of  millions  of 
doUars.'* 


(3d  cd.) 

§  180.  Views  of  fhe  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States— First 
Period. — ^The  decisions  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States 
ap  to  Sturr  v.  Beck  had  been  based  upon  the  California  view,  since 
that  was  the  historical  view,  and  the  opinions  were  either  given 
by  Mr.  Justice  Field,  who  had  been  influential  in  shaping  the  law 


down  in  Lax  t.  Haggin,  because  at 
that  time  the  value  of  water  was  not 
realized;  that  the  decision  has  been 
practieallj  reversed  hj  the  same  court 
on  subsequent  occasions."  Twaddle 
V.  Winters.  29  Nev.  88,  85  Pac.  280, 
89  Pae.  289.  The  counsel  who  had  as- 
serted the  California  doctrine  was  ad- 
jodj^d  in  contempt  of  court  in  an- 
other ease  just  prior  to  this  decision 
for  Bome  expressions  used.    Concern- 


ing the  statement  made  in  the  quota- 
tion, see  supra,  sec.  116. 

16  Twaddle  v.  Winters,  29  Xeb.  88, 
85  Pac.  280,  89  Pac.  2S9 ;  Sternber^er 
V.  Seaton  etc.  Co.  (1909),  45  Colo.  401, 
102  Pac.   168. 

17  Nesalhous  v.  Walker,  45  Wash. 
621,  88  Pac.  1032. 

18  198  U.  8.  361,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
676,  49  L.  Ed.  1085,  4  Ann.  Cas.  1171. 

19  Mills'    Irrigation    Manual. 


214  (3d  ed.)     Pt.  II.     CALIFORNIA  -  COLOEADO  DOCTRINES.  S  180 

as  Chief  Justice  of  California,  or  were  based  by  other  justices  on 
his  opinions.  They  deraigned  the  rights  of  an  appropriator  from 
the  proprietary  rights  of  the  United  States  as  riparian  proprietor 
of  the  public  lands,  under  the  Ped.eral  policy  of  "free  develop- 
ment'* of  the  public  domain.  In  Atchison  v.  Peterson^  in  the 
course  of  the  opinion  it  is  observed  that  **the  government  being 
the  sole  proprietor  of  all  the  public  lands,  whether  bordering  on 
streams  or  otherwise,  there  was  no  occasion  for  the  application  of 
the  common-law  doctrine  of  riparian  proprietorship  in  respect  to 
the  waters  of  those  streams'* — ^meaning  the  streams  on  the  public 
lands,  the  waters  of  which  were  freely  appropriated  and  used  under 
the  customs  obtaining  among  miners  sanctioned  by  Congress  in  the 
act  of  1866,  but  which  did  not  extend  to  waters  on  private  land. 
In  Basey  v.  Gallagher  **  the  question,  as  stated  by  the  court,  was 
whether  a  right  to  running  waters  on  public  land  of  the  United 
States  for  the  purposes  of  irrigation  could  be  acquired  by  prior  ap- 
propriation, as  against  parties  not  having  the  title  of  the  govern- 
ment,  and  the  court  held  that  it  could.  But  the  question  of  ripa- 
rian rights  was  not  in  the  case,  and  the  court  said  that:  "Neither 
party  has  any  title  from  the  United  States.  No  question  as  to 
the  rights  of  riparian  proprietors  can,  therefore,  arise.  It  will  be 
time  enough  to  consider  those  rights  when  either  of  the  parties  has 
obtained  a  patent  from  the  government, [^  In  Sturr  v.  Beck  ^  the 
question  as  to  the  rights  of  the  riparian  proprietor  as  against  an 
appropriator  of  the  water  did  arise,  and  was  determined  by  the 
court.  In  that  case  it  appeared  that  the  landowner  had  not  di- 
verted the  water  himself;  but  the  court  unanimously  held  that  his 
patent  (by  relation  back  to  the  date  of  his  homestead  filing)  pre- 
vailed over  the  water  appropriation  initiated  subsequent  to  the 
filing  upon  the  land.  The  Chief  Justice,  in  delivering  the  opinion 
of  the  court,  after  referring  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  26, 
1866,^  and  the  amendatory  act  of  1870,  arid  quoting  from  the 
opinion  in  Atchison  v.  Peterson,  supra,  said:  "When,  however,  the 
government  ceases  to  be  the  sole  proprietor,  the  right  of  the  ripa- 
rian owner  attaches,  and  cannot  be  subsequently  invaded.  As  the 
riparian  owner  has  the  right  to  have  the  water  flow  ut  currere  sole- 
bat,  undiminished  except  by  reasonable  consumption  of  upper  pro- 

20  87  U.  S.  507.  22  L.  Ed.  414,  1  22  133  U.  S.  541,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Bep. 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  583.  350,  33  L.  Ed.  761. 

21  20  Wall.   (87  U.  S.)   670,  22  L.  28  Eev.  Stats.,  sec.  2339. 
Ed.  452,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  683. 
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prietors,  and  no  subsequent  attempt  to  take  the  water  only  can 
override  the  prior  appropriation  of  both  land  and  water,  it  would 
seem  reasonable  that  lawful  riparian  occupancy  with  intent  to  ap- 
propriate the  land  should  have  the  same  effect.  *'  And  after  quot- 
ing certain  sections  of  the  Civil  Code  of  Dakota,  enacting  the  law 
of  appropriation  in  the  usual  form,  and  setting  out  the  local  custom 
of  diverting  and  appropriating  the  waters  on  public  land  for 
the  purpose  of  irrigation,  he  concluded  that  the  question  was 
''whether,  as  against  Sturr  [the  appropriator] ,  his  [the  land- 
owner's] lawful  occupancy  under  settlement  and  entry  was  not  a 
prior  appropriation,  which  Sturr  could  not  displace.  We  have  no 
doubt  it  was,  and  agree  with  the  brief  and  comprehensive  opinion 
of  the  supreme  court  to  that  effect.'* 2* 

This  line  of  decisions  deraigns  the  rights  of  the  appropriator 
from  the  United  States,  and  its  theory  is  based  upon  the  proprietary 
rights  of  the  United  States  as  landowner  of  the  public  lands  and 
of  its  land  grantees  as  its  successor  in  interest.  We  have  set  forth 
this  line  of  decisions,  or  the  ''public  domain"  stage,  in  the  first 
historical  chapter. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  181.  Same — Second  Period. — ^But  the  decisions  since  Sturr 
T.  Beck  have  shown  a  clear  determination  to  uphold  the  Colorado 
doctrine  in  States  that  have  adopted  it.  The  first  step  in  this  direc- 
tion was  based  upon  the  new  construction,  above  stated,  of  the  early 
Federal  statutes.  From  United  States  v.  Rio  Grande  etc.  Co.*  we 
have  already  quoted  to  this  effect.  But  a  limitation  was  at  the 
same  time  stated,  which  points  to  the  California  doctrine.  "Al- 
though this  power  of  changing  the  common-law  rule  as  to  streams 
within  its  dominion  undoubtedly  belongs  to  each  State,  yet  two 
limitations  must  be  recognized :  First,  that  in  the  absence  of  spe- 
cific authority  from  Congress  a  State  cannot  by  its  legislation 
destroy  the  right  of  the  United  States,  as  the  owner  of  lands  bor- 
dering on  a  stream,  to  the  continued  flow  of  its  waters'';  adding 
at  least  as  far  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  beneficial  uses  of 
the  government  property,  and  adding  a  second  limitation  whero 
the  State  change  of  the  common  law  interferes  with  the  navi- 

»*  See  Benton  v.  Johncox,  17  Wash.  1  174  U.  S.  690.  19  Sup.  Ct.  Bap. 

277,  61   Am.   St.   Rep.   912,   49   Pac.      770,  43  L.  Ed.  1136. 
498,  39  L.  B.  A.  107,  dUcussing  this 
fine  of  the  decisions. 
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g^ability  of  a  navigable  stream.  In  Gutierres  v.  Albuquerque 
etc.  Co.*  the  same  view,  resting  on  construction  of  the  early  Fed- 
eral statutes,  was  taken.  Counsel  for  appellant  had,  in  their  brief, 
brought  up  the  question  of  the  relation  of  appropriators  to  the 
State  or  to  the  United  States,  quoting  Lux  v.  Haggin,  and  in  this 
connection  the  following  passage  may  be  of  importance.  The  court 
said:  "The  contentions  urged  upon  our  notice  substantially  resolve 
themselves  into  two  general  propositions :  First,  that  the  territorial 
act  was  invalid,  because  it  assumed  to  dispose  of  property  of  the 
United  States  without  its  consent;  and,  second,  that  said  statute, 
in  so  far,  at  least,  as  it  authorized  the  formation  of  corporations 
of  the  character  of  the  complainant,  was  inconsistent  with  the  legis- 
lation of  Congress,  and  therefore  void.  These  propositions  natur- 
ally admit  of  consideration  together.  The  argument  in  support  of 
the  first  proposition  proceeds  upon  the  hypothesis  that  the  waters 
affected  by  the  statute  are  public  waters,  the  property,  not  of  the 
Territory  or  of  private  individuals,  but  of  the  United  States ;  that 
by  the  statute  private  individuals,  or  corporations,  for  their  mere 
pecuniary  profit,  are  permitted  to  acquire  the  unappropriated  por- 
tion of  such  public  waters,  in  violation  of  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  control  and  dispose  of  its  own  property  wheresoever  sit- 
uated. Assuming  that  the  appellants  are  entitled  to  urge  the  ob- 
jection referred  to,  we  think,  in  view  of  the  legislation  of  Congress 
on  the  subject  of  the  appropriation  of  water  on  the  public  domain, 
particularly  referred  to  in  the  opinion  of  this  court  in  United  States 
V.  Rio  Grande  Dam  &  Irr.  Co.,'  the  objection  is  devoid  of  merit. 
As  stated  in  the  opinion  just  referred  to,  by  the  act  of  July  26, 
1866,*  Congress  recognized,  as  respects  the  public  domain,  'so  far 
as  the  United  States  are  concerned,  the  validity  of  the  local  cus- 
toms, laws,  and  decisions  of  courts  in  respect  to  the  appropriation 
of  water.'  " 

But  in  this  case  the  court  takes  pains  to  point  out  that  the  rights 
of  riparian  proprietors  were  not  involved,  and  again  place  a  limit 
on  its  decision  which  resembles  the  California  doctrine.  This  pas- 
sage is  quoted  in  the  note,^  and  seems  an  express  reservation  that 

2  188  U.  S.  545,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Kep.  «  The  court  says:  "Of  course,  aa 
338,  47  L.  Ed.  588.  held  in  the  Rio  Grande  case,  even  a 

3  174  U.  S.  704-706,  19  Sup.  Ct.  State,  as  respects  streams  within  its 
Rep.  770,  43  L.  Ed.  1142,  1143.  borders,  in  the  absence  of  specific  au- 

4  14  Stats,  at  Large,  253,  c.  262,  thority  from  Congress,  'cannot,  by  its 
sec.  9;  Rev.  Stats.  2339;  U.  8.  Comp.  legislation,  destroy  the  right  of  the 
Stats.  1901,  p.  1437.  United  States,  as  the  owner  of  lands 
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the  decision  shall  not  affect  the  question  of  riparian  rights,  and 
it  reasserts  the  proprietary  rights  of  the  United  States,  at  least  so 
far  as  concerns  government  reservations,  which  exception  has  been 
actually  enforced  with  regard  to  waters  flowing  through  an  Indian 
reservation.* 

There  are  two  other  decisions  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  also  basing  the  Colorado  view  on  a  construction  of  the  early 
Federal  statutes.  Referring  to  these  statutes  it  is  said:  "The  gov- 
ernment enacts  that  anyone  may  go  upon  its  public  lands  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  water,  digging  ditches  for  canals,  etc.,  and 
when  rights  have  become  vested  and  accrued  which  are  recognized 
and  acknowledged  by  the  local  customs,  laws,  and  decisions  of 
courts,  such  rights  are  acknowledged  and  confirmed,""^  and  that 
hence  the  validity  of  appropriation  is  by  these  Federal  statutes 
made  a  question  of  State  law.^ 

These  decisions,  consequently,  still  recognize  the  proprietary 
rights  of  the  United  States  as  involved  in  determining  the  rights 
of  an  appropriator;  but  consider  that  Congress  itself  has  legislated 
inimically  to  riparian  rights.  They  also  either  uphold  a  latent 
power  in  Congress  to-day,  or  one  previously  existing  at  the  basis 
of  the  subject.' 


bordering  on  a  stream,  to  the  eon- 
tiflued  ilow  of  its  waters;  so  far,  at 
ieast,  as  maj  be  necessary  for  the 
beneficial  usee  of  the  gOTemment 
propertT*;  ^^^  the  power  of  a  State 
over  navigable  streams  and  their 
tribataries  is  further  limited  hj  the 
toperior  power  of  the  general  govern- 
ment to  secure  the  uninterrupted  navi- 
gability of  all  navigable  streams 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 
Neeesnrily,  these  limitations  are 
equsUj  applicable  in  restraint  of 
tbe  Ic^lative  branch  of  a  territorial 
government,  controlled^  as  is  such 
body,  by  Congress.  If  we  Msume 
ihat  a  restriction  an  the  power  of  a 
Territory  simiUMr  to  that  first  stated 
prfrails  in  favor  of  private  owners  of 
hinds  along  a  running  stream,  the  act 
in  qoestion  clearly  is  not  violative  of 
*nch  rights,  for  tne  same  does  not  at- 
tempt to  authoriee  an  infringement  of 
tkem.  The  water  which  it  is  provided 
nsy  be  appropriated  is  'surplus'  water, 
of  any  stream,  lake,  or  spring,  and  it 
ii  Bpeeifically  provided  in  subdivision 


4  of  section  17  of  the  act  'That  no 
water  shall  be  diverted,  if  it  will 
interfere  with  the  recuonable  require- 
metUs  of  any  person  or  persons  using 
or  requiring  the  same  when  so  di- 
verted,' So,  also,  in  section  25,  it  is 
declared  'that  no  incorporation  of  any 
company  or  companies  shall  interfere 
with  the  water-rights  of  any  individual 
or  company  acquired  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage or  this  act.'  The  finding  of  the 
court  below  that  'surplus*  water  ex- 
isted negates  the  idea  that  any  legiti- 
mate appropriation  of  water  which 
can  he  made  by  the  appellee  can  in 
any  wise  violate  the  rights  of  others," 
«  Winters  v.  United  States,  207  U. 
S.  564,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  208,  52  L. 
Ed.  340.     Infra,  sec.  207. 

7  Bear  Lake  etc.  Co.  v.  Garland, 
164  U.  S.  1,  17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  7,  41  L. 
Ed.  327.     Italics  ours. 

8  Telluride  etc.  Co.  v.  Rio  Grande 
etc.  Co.,  175  U.  S.  639,  20  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  245.  44  L.  Ed.  305,  187  U.  S.  579, 
23  Sup.  Ct.  Eep.  178,  47  L.  Ed.  307. 
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§  182.  Same— Third  Period.— The  latest  cases  in  this  highest 
tribunal  look  to  the  support  of  the  Colorado  doctrine,  not  as  a 
matter  of  construction  of  the  Federal  statutes  (as  in  the  foregoing 
decisions),  but  adopting  the  full  contention  of  the  cases  at  large  in 
the  arid  States,  passing  by  these  statutes  and  the  question  of  Fed- 
eral proprietorship,  and  regarding  State  control  over  the  law  of 
waters  as  a  power  inherent  in  its  sovereignty,  whether  the  waters 
now  or  in  the  past  flowed  over  public  lands  or  not.  To  this  effect 
is  Clark  v.  Nash,  saying  (by  way  of  dictum  only,  since  a  point  m 
the  law  of  eminent  domain  alone  was  decided) :  **The  rights  of  a 
riparian  owner  in  and  to  the  use  of  the  water  flowing  by  his  land 
are  not  the  same  in  the  arid  and  mountainous  States  of  the  West 
that  they  are  in  the  States  of  the  East.  These  rights  have  been 
altered  by  many  of  the  Western  States  by  their  constitutions  and 
laws,  because  of  the  totally  different  circumstances  in  which  their 
inl^'bitants  are  placed,  from  those  that 'exist  in  the  States  of  the 
East,  and  such  alterations  have  been  made  for  the  very  purpose 
of  thereby  contributing  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  those 
States,  arising  from  mining  and  the  cultivation  of  an  otherwise 
valueless  soil,  by  means  of  irrigation.  This  court  must  recognize 
the  difference  of  climate  and  soil,  which  render  necessary  these 
different  laws  of  the  States  so  situated."^ 

To  the  same  effect,  treating  the  question  as  one  of  sovereignty 
of  the  State  as  lawmaker  and  passing  by  any  consideration  of  the 
position  of  the  United  States  as  landowner ;  regarding  the  question, 
in  other  words,  as  one  of  sovereignty  and  not  of  proprietorship, 
is  the  opinion  in  Kansas  v.  Colorado.^®  This  very  important  deci- 
sion was  given  May  13,  1907,  Mr.  Justice  Brewer  writing  the 
opinion.  In  actual  decision  it  held  against  the  Federal  claims  set 
up  in  behalf  of  the  Reclamation  Service,  holding  that  the  rights  of 
sovereignty  of  the  United  States  with  respect  to  the  public  domain 
within  States  are  subordinate  to  State  sovereignty  with  respect  to 
the  law  of  waters,  and  rejected  the  Federal  claim  as  one  of  sov- 
ereignty not  delegated  to  it  expressly  by  the  Federal  constitution, 
and  the  Federal  government  is  one  of  enumerated  powers  only. 
Federal  rights  were  considered  entirely  from  the  view  of  sov- 

»  Hark  v.  Nash,  198  U.  S.  361,  25  10  206  U.  S.  46,  27  Sup.  Ct.  Eep. 

Sup.  Ct.  Eep.  676,  49  L.  Ed.  1085,  4      655,  51  L.  Ed.  956. 
Ann.  Cas.  1171. 
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ereignty  and  as  such  recognized  as  to  Territories  but  denied  as  to 
States. 

No  reference  whatever  was  made  to  Federal  rights  on  the  ground 
of  proprietorship;  Federal  rights  based  on  proprietorship  aside 
from  sovereignty  were  given  no  consideration;  or  rather,  the  dis- 
tinction at  the  bottom  of  Lux  v.  Haggin,  between  the  United  States 
as  landowner  on  one  hand,  and  lawmaker  on  the  other,  was  not 
made  a  part  of  the  opinion.  Viewing  the  rights  of  the  United 
States  solely  from  the  point  of  view  of  sovereignty  it  was  held: 
"But  it  is  useless  to  pursue  the  inquiry  further  in  this  direction. 
It  is  enough  for  the  purpose  of  this  case  that  each  State  has  full 
jarisdiction  over  the  lands  within  its  borders,  including  the  beds 

of  streams  and  other  waters It  may  determine  for  itself 

irhether  the  common-law  rule  in  respect  to  riparian  rights  or  that 
doctrine  which  obtains  in  the  arid  regions  of  the  West,  of  the  ap- 
propriation of  waters  for  the  purposes  of  irrigation,  shall  control. 
Congress  cannot  enforce  either  rule  upon  any  State."  Adding  that 
the  power  of  the  State  to  legislate  upon  waters  was  an  incident  to 
the  full  sovereignty  with  which  it  was 'admitted  into  the  Union,  and 
that  the  Federal  legislation,  after  all,  was  merely  a  recognition  of 
this  lack  of  jurisdiction.^^ 

There  are,  upon  related  questions,  decisions  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States  to  the  same  general  effect  as  Kansas  v.  Colo- 
rado. They  had  not  been  before  applied  to  this  subject,  because 
they  were  upon  matters  having  a  different  history,  uncoonected 
with  the  development  of  the  law  of  the  public  domain  in  California 
np  to  the  act  of  1866.^ 


11  Keferring  specially  to  the  proviso 
in  the  National  Irrigation  Act.  See 
«»peciaU7  the  provisos  quoted  infrOf 
see.  1429. 

12  Such  are  the  cases  following  Pol- 
lard T.  Hagan  (infra f  sec.  898  et 
8(H].)  regarding  the  title  to  the  beds 
of  streams,  and  their  improvement. 
For  example,  a  frequently  cited  case 
is  Withers  t.  Buckley,  61  U.  8.  (20 
How.)  84,  15  L.  Ed.  816,  saying: 
"Clearly  Congress  could  exact  of  the 
new  State  the  surrender  of  no  attri- 
bate  inherent  in  her  character  as  a 
sovereign  independent  State  or  indis- 
pensable to  her  equality  with  her  sis- 
ter States,  necessarily  implied  and 
jnaraoteed  by  the  very  nature  of  the 
federal  compact.     Obviously,    and   it 


ma^  be  said,  primarily,  among  the 
incidents  of  that  equality  is  the  right 
to  make  improvements  in  the  rivers, 
watercourses  and  highways  situated 
within  the  State." 

Such,  also,  are  the  cases  regarding 
the  regulation  of  wild  game.  In 
Ward  V.  Race  Horse,  163  XJ.  S.  504, 
16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1076,  41  L.  Ed.  244, 
holding  that  Wyoming's  right  to  regu- 
late hunting  upon  the  public  lands 
prevails  over  a  treaty  between  the  In- 
dians and  the  United  States,  even 
though  the  treaty  was  made  before 
Wyoming's  admission,  it  was  said: 
"The  power  of  all  the  States  to  regu- 
late the  killing  of  game  within  their 
borders  will  not  be  gainsaid;  yet  if 
the  treaty  applies  to  the  unoccupied 


i 
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of  the  fact  that  the  riparian  owner  claimed  under  a  Mexican  grant 
and  not  under  a  United  States  patent,  and  the  court  in  both  cases 
held  that  this  made  it  unnecessary  to  pass  upon  the  rights  of 
Federal  patentees.  In  that  regard,  Sturr  v.  Beck**  was  cited 
but  not  overruled.^  Moreover,  one  recent  <5ase  expressly  declined 
to  pass  upon  whether  riparian  rights  exist  in  Montana ;  ^*  and  the 
Boquillas  case  carefully  avoided  saying  how  far  a  State  statute 
could  abrogate  the  common  law  of  waters  if  once  in  force  (having 
only  held  that  in  Arizona  it  was  never  in  force). 

They  further  leave  some  uncertainty  in  the  question  of  the 
rights  of  the  United  States  as  riparian  landowner.  The  Boquillas 
case,  while  saying  that  the  State  law  alone  determines  the  law  of 
waters,  yet  says  that  the  Oregon  case  of  Hough  v.  Porter,  above 
considered,  was  decided  ''on  plausible  grounds,"  which  grounds 
were  that  riparian  rights  had  been  abrogated  by  Congress  and  not 
by  the  State.^  Then  again,  the  Los  Angeles  Milling  case,  holding 
the  question  of  private  riparian  rights  to  be  merely  one  of  con- 
struction of  Federal  patents  when  they  are  silent  as  to  the  water, 
might,  it  would  seem,  impose  no  obligation  on  the  United  States 
to  remain  silent  in  the  future.  Moreover,  Kansas  v.  Colorado  itself, 
although  the  language  of  the  opinion  is  very  strong  in  upholding 
the  view  of  the  plenary  legislative  power  of  a  State  over  waters, 
as  an  incident  of  sovereignty,  without  resort  to  (in  fact,  if  need 
be,  in  spite  of)  any  Federal  statutes,  or  Federal  consent,  yet 
in  final  decision  did  not  pass  upon  the  eflPect  of  the  Colorado 
laws,  but  left  that  open  to  later  litigation  if  Kansas  could  here- 
after show  sufficient  damage.  It  is  not  conclusive  because  it  con- 
sidered the  matter  as  an  original  one,  without  historical  considera- 
tion of  its  origin  and  development,  and  because  in  Winters  v. 
United  States^  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  while  hold- 


10  133  U.  S.  541,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
350,  33  L.  Ed.  761. 

20  In  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318, 
95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1089,  102  Pac. 
729,  it  is  said:  "This  opinion  [in 
Kansas  v.  Colorado]  was  written  by 
Mr.  Justice  Brewer,  who  was  not  a 
member  of  the  court  when  the  case  of 
Sturr  V.  Beck  was  argued  and  sub- 
mitted, for  which  reason,  although  a 
member  of  the  court  when  the  opin- 
ion in  the  latter  case  was  filed,  he 
took  no  part  in  the  decision/'  and  it 
is  said  that  the  Kansas>Colorado  case 
in   effect    "brushes   aside"     Sturr    y. 


Beck«  But  these  later  cases  seem  to 
show  that  the  court  reserves  the  ques- 
tion regarding  Sturr  v.  Beck.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  Kansas  ▼.  Colo- 
rado did  not  refer  to  Sturr  v.  Beck, 
nor  to  any  of  the  earlier  decisions  of 
that  period. 

21  Winters  v.  United  States,  207  U. 
S.  564,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  208,  52  L.  Ed. 
340. 

22  Supra,  sees.   129,   130. 

28  207  U.  S.  564,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Bep. 
208,  52  L.  Ed.  340.  See,  also.  United 
States  V.  Burley  (C.  C.  A.,  Idaho, 
1910),  179  Fed.  1. 
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ing  it  unnecessary  to  decide  \7hether  riparian  rights  exist  in  Mon- 
tana, again  returned  to  the  reasoning  of  the  California  doctrine 
denying  the  plenary  power  of  the  State.  "The  power  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  reserve  the  waters  and  exempt  them  from  appropriation 
under  the  State  laws  is  not  denied,  and  could  not  be."  To  this 
Mr.  Justice  Brewer,  who  wrote  the  opinion  in  Kansas  v.  Colorado, 
was,  of  course,  forced  to  dissent.  And  in  actual  decision  this  and 
other  recent  cases  uphold  water-rights  similar  to  common-law 
riparian  rights,  in  the  United  States,  as  to  waters  on  Indian  reser- 
vations." 

In  view  of  these  cases,  the  attitude  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States  is  to  uphold  the  Colorado  view  in  any  State  that 
has  80  far  adopted  it ;  but  these  decisions  are  not  yet  reconciled 
with  the  early  ones  up  to  Sturr  v.  Beck ;  and  the  theory  of  the  law 
in  Lux  V.  Haggin  still  remains  unanswered.  The  test  will  prob- 
ably eome  with  regard  to  States  which  have  gone  over  from  one 
doctrine  to  the  other  recently,  or  which  do  so  hereafter;  or  in 
regard  to  the  enforcement  of  the  policy  of  "conservation  of  nat- 
ural resources,"  should  Congress  attempt  to  legislate  upon  waters 
in  connection  with  that  subject.^ 


(3ded.) 

§  185.  Some  Inconsistencies  and  Variations. — There  are  some 
dicta  in  the  arid  States  following  the  California  view  so  far  as  it 
holds  appropriation  to  rest  in  grant  from  the  United  States,^  though 


24  Infra,  wet.  207.  Judge  Simeon  E. 
Baldwin  (now  governor  of  Connecti- 
cut) finds  considerable  occasion  to 
^Titieise  Kansas  t.  Colorado  in  an 
article  in  18  Yale  Law  Journal,  8. 
It  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Justice 
A^lute  or  Mr.  Justice  McKenna  con- 
eorred  in  the  opinion  in  Kansas  v. 
<\>brado;  and  it  appears  (page  118) 
^hat  Mr.  Justice  Moodj  did  not  whoUj 
f'JDeor. 

^  The  opinion  in  Kansas  v.  Colo- 
ndo  was  intended  to  laj  down  the 
t'"<ition  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States  toward  Mr.  Roosevelt's 
'*N?w  Nationalism/'  which  was  then 
JQst  making  its  beginning  in  such  mat- 
tTs  as  his  advocacy  of  Federal  con- 
trol of  insurance,  railways,  forests  and 
'in  Kansas  v.  Colorado)  waters;  his 
attempt  to  exercise  State  functions 
'D'iirectlj  by  the  Federal  treaty-mak- 
iag  power,  coercing  CaUf  omia  in  the 


conduct  of  her  public  schools  with 
regard  to  the  admission  of  Japanese 
therein.  The  supreme  court  (and  Mr. 
Justice  Brewer  especially)  was 
thought  to  be  out  of  sympathy  with 
the  President's  centralization  prin- 
ciples, and  the  Kansas-Colorado  deci- 
sion is  meant  to  be  in  favor  of  "State 
rights."  So  far  as  title  questions  in- 
volve other  considerations  of  pro- 
prietorship aside  from  sovereignty, 
it  may  be  that  the  historical  ground 
takes  the  water  question  (so  far  as  it 
is  viewed  as  purely  a  legal  one)  out 
of  the  **State  rights"  discussion;  al- 
though when  Federal  control  of  dis- 
tribution of  water  or  power  to  public 
uses  is  brought  in,  that  separation 
cannot  be  contended  for. 

1  E.  g.,  Welch  V.  Garrett,  5  Idaho, 
639,  51  Pac.  405,  19  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
193;  Le  Quime  v.  Chambers  (1908), 
15  Idaho,  405,  98  Pac.  415. 
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usually  it  is  seen  that  this  leads  to  difficulty  under  the  Colorado 
view.  Again,  there  are  a  few  decisions  in  these  jurisdictions 
applying  the  California  view  and  enforcing  riparian  rights.^ 

Under  a  very  recent  case  in  Idaho,  riparian  proprietors  have 
common-law  rights  of  continuous  flow  which  the  courts  will  en- 
force against  a  "mere  interloper'*  or  diverter  who  has  not  com- 
plied with  the  legal  requirements  for  securing  a  valid  appropria- 
tion, or  who  is  only  wasting  the  water.* 

In  Colorado,  as  hereinafter  discussed  in  considering  ''preferences 
and  pro-rating,"  it  seems  to  be  the  law  of  the  State  court  that 
the  common  law  of  riparian  rights  governs  so  far  as  the  use  of 
water  for  domestic  purposes  is  concerned.*  Again,  the  very  earliest 
statutes  of  several  of  these  States  contained  a  provision  that  all 
landowners  on  the  banks  of  a  stream  have  a  right  to  the  use  of 
the  water.  This  was  probably  intended  as  declaratory  of  riparian 
rights,  to  the  same  end  as  the  California  provision,  ''The  rights 


2  Thus,  Schwab  v.  Beam,  elsewhere 
quoted  (sees.  366,  367),  in  the  Fed- 
eral court  for  Colorado,  and  the  fol- 
lowing in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Utah) 
sajing  that  after  an  entry  of  land 
by  plaintiff's  grantors  "there  could  be 
no  appropriation  of  the  water  or  right 
of  way  for  the  ditch  across  plaintiff's 
land  without  his  consent  or  that  of  his 
grantors.  The  entry  of  the  land  by 
plaintiff  was  an  appropriation  of  not 
only  the  land,  but  of  the  water;  and 
any  person  entering  upon  the  land 
thereafter  became  a  trespasser." 
StaUing  v.  Ferrin,  7  Utah,  477,  27 
Pac.  686  (citing  Sturr  v.  Beck,  133 
U.  S.  541,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  350,  33 
L.  Ed.  761).  See,  also,  Willow  Crefek 
Co.  V.  Michaelson,  21  Utah,  248,  81 
Am.  St.  Rep.  687,  60  Pac.  943,  51 
L.  R.  A.  280. 

8  Hutchinson  v.  Watson  D.  Co. 
(1909),  16  Idaho,  484,  133  Am.  St. 
Rep.  125,  101  Pac.  1059  (granting 
relief).  See,  also,  Sternberger  v. 
Seaton  etc.  Co.  (1909),  45  Colo.  401, 
102  Pac.  168,  dictum,  but  refusing  re- 
Uef. 

The  Idaho  case  says:  "This  court 
has  on  several  occasions  recognized 
some  .  of  the  incidental  common-law 
rights  of  riparian  ownership  in  cases 
where  those  rights  do  not  come  in  con- 
flict with  the  rights  of  appropriators. 
This  was  the  case  in  Srrall  v.  Harring- 
ton, 10  Idaho,  499,  79  Pac.  461,  and 


Powell  V.  Springston  Lumber  Co.,  12 
Idaho,  723,  88  Pac.  97,  wherein  we 
recognized  and  sustained  the  rights  of 
riparian  proprietors  to  employ  such 
means  as  might  be  necessary  to  obtain 
ingress  and  egress  to  and  from  the 
waters  of  navigable  streams.  In 
Shephard  v.  Coeur  d'Alene  Lumber  Co. 
(1909),  16  Idaho,  293,  101  Pac  591, 
it  was  held  that  the  right  of  ingress 
and  egress  to  and  from  the  lands  of  a 
riparian  owner  is  a  property  right, 
and  must  be  respected,  and  for  the 
protection   of   which  the  courts  will 

afford  a  remedy But  a  riparian 

owner  still  retains  such  right  to  have 
the  waters  flow  in  the  natural  stream 
through  or  by  his  premises  as  he  may 
protect  in  the  courts  as  against  per- 
sons interfering  with  the  natural  now, 
or  who  attempted  to  divert  or  cut  off 
the  same  wronjrfuUy  and  arbitrarily, 
and  without  doing  so  under  any  right 
of  location,  appropriation,  .  diversion 
or  use,  and  who  do  not  rest  their 
right  to  do  so  upon  any  right  of  use 
or  appropriation.  In  other  words,  a 
stranger  to  the  use  and  right  of  use 
of  such  waters  for  the  time  being  can- 
not interfere,  and,  if  he  does,  the 
riparian  owner  has  his  remedy  to  re- 
strain and  enjoin  such  interference/* 
Hutchinson  v.  Watson  D.  Co.  (1909), 
16  Idaho,  484,  133  Am.  St.  Rep.  125, 
101  Pac.  1059. 
4  See  infra,  sec  308. 
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of  riparian  proprietors  are  not  affected  by  the  provisions  of  this 
title."  Such  a  statute  existed  in  other  States,  where  it  is  construed 
as  only  declaratory  of  riparian  rights,  and  is  held  to  force  the 
court  to  follow  the  California  doctrine.*^ 

On  the  other  hand,  the  California  court  has  recently  used  ex- 
pressions similar  to  those  of  the  Colorado  court  as  to  the  question 
being  one  of  sovereignty,  irrespective  of  public  land  law,®  and 
similar  inconsistencies  appear  occasionally  in  decisions  of  the 
Federal  courts  in  jurisdictions  whose  State  courts  have  followed 
the  California  or  historical  rule.''  Moreover,  the  California  legis- 
lature this  year  has  declared  waters  the  property  of  the  people  of  the 
State. 

The  Oregon  court  has  recently,  after  able  consideration,  departed 
from  the  California  rule  and  taken  a  stand  intermediate  between 
the  two  doctrines.' 

And,  finally,  the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  have  not  yet,  in  all  points,  chosen  between  the  two  theories, 
although  strongly  predominating  in  favor  of  State  power  and 
against  common-law  riparian  rights. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  186.  ConduBion. — The  Western  States  are  divided  into  two 
classes,  one  basing  its  theories  on  the  proprietorship  of  the  United 
States  in  the  public  domain,  deraigning  the  right  of  the  appro- 
priator  as  a  grant  from  the  United  States,  confining  appropriation 
to  waters  upon  public  lands,  and  recognizing  the  common  law  of 
riparian  rights  for  waters  flowing  over  lands  that  have  become 
private  before  a  diversion;  the  other  deriving  the  rights  of  the 
appropriator  from  the  State,  and  recognizing  no  law  of  waters 


B  Supra,  sec.  119. 

•  See  Duckworth  v.  WatsonviUe  W. 
Co.,  150  Cal.  520,  89  Pae.  338 ;  Katz 
T.  Walkinshaw,  141  Cal.  116;  Los 
Angeles  v.  Los  Angelea  etc.  Co.,  152 
CsL  645,  93  Pac.  869,  1135,  the  last 
njing  the  whole  question  of  the 
rights  of  riparian  owners  is  one  of 
tocal  law.  Affirmed  in  217  U.  S.  217 
0910).  30  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  452,  54  L. 
Ed,  736. 

7  Appropriator  derives  his  rights 
from  the  State  of  California  {dic- 
tum), San  Diego  Co.  ▼.  National 
City,  74  Fed.  79.  In  this  conneetion 
there  should  also  be  noted  the  earlf 
Wst«r 


California  tendency  to  the  same  effect 
until  the  contrary  was  settled  by 
Judge  Field  in  Moore  t.  Smaw 
{»upra,  sec.  82).  Likewise,  in  Wash- 
ington, while  the  State  court  says 
waters  on  Federal  lands  are  "utterly 
beyona  the  power  and  control  of  State 
legislatures"  {9upra,  sees.  152-154), 
on  the  other  hand  the  Federal  court 
for  Washington  has  recently  held  that 
the  Federal  government,  on  admitting 
a  State  into  the  Union,  relinquishes 
its  control  over  the  disposition  of 
waters  to  the  State.  United  States  v. 
Hanson  (Wash.  1909),  167  Fed.  881. 
a  Supra,  see.  129. 
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but  that  of  prior  appropriation.  The  former,  the  California  and 
historical  doctrine,  is  in  force  in  California,  Kansas,  Montana, 
Nebraska  (partially),  North  Dakota,  Oklahoma  (possibly),  Oregon 
(partially),  South  Dakota,  Texas  (partially),  and  Washington. 
The  latter,  the  Colorado  doctrine,  is  in  force  in  Alaska,  Arizona, 
Colorado,  Idaho,  Nebraska  (partially),  Nevada,  New  Mexico,  Ore- 
gon (partially),  Texas  (partially),  Utah,  and  Wyoming.* 

The  doctrine  of  the  latter  States  is  that  the  question  is  one  of 
local  law,  becoming  such  by  a  construction  of  the  Federal  statutes 
which  departs  from  the  history  of  those  statutes  but  is  otherwise 
possible;  or  becoming  a  matter  of  local  law  as  inhering  in  State 
sovereignty  regardless  of  Federal  statutes,  a  position  which  the 
courts  following  the  California  doctrine  have  attacked  as  open  to 
constitutional  objections,  but  which  (without  considering  the  ob- 
jections) finds  favor  in  the  most  recent  decisions  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  and  is  found  in  some  recent  expressions 
of  the  California  court  itself.  The  recent  decisions  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States,  the  great  value  of  property  in  the  arid 
States  relying  upon  the  Colorado  doctrine,  and  the  State  admin- 
istrative systems  which  have  become  established,  leave  no  doubt 
that  the  system  has  come  to  stay,  so  far  as  it  concerns  rights  be- 
tween private  persons,  in  any  State  that  has  to-day  adopted  it; 
but  a  certain  qualified  reservation  of  Federal  proprietary  rights,  so 
far  at  least  as  is  necessary  to  the  beneficial  uses  of  government 
property,  and  for  Indian  reservations,  is  still  steadily  asserted 
in  the  United  States  supreme  court's  decisions,  and  the  recent 
discussion  of  the  policy  of  conservation  has  revived  the  assertion  of 
Federal  proprietary  right. 

It  is  hazardous  to  express  an  opinion  where  the  authorities  are 
in  such  conflict.  Three  things,  however,  the  writer  ventures  to 
say  with  some  confidence: 

One  is  that  Lux  v.  Haggin  could  not  have  been  decided  other 
than  it  was,  without  a  breach  of  continuity  in  the  California  law. 
The  California  doctrine  was  contained  in  the  principles  laid  down 
long  before,  by  Judge  Field  in  Moore  v.  Smaw  and  Boggs  v.  Merced, 
that  the  public  lands  with  all  accustomed  incidents  belong  to  the 
United  States;  that  the  freedom  of  the  public  domain  is  a  matter 

^  This  classification  is  based  upou      view,  and  recent  legislation,  tend  to 
the    decisions  of  the    courts,  but  in      a  contrary  direction, 
most  of  the  former  States  the  popular 
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resting  with  Congress,  and  is  for  the  public  domain  alone;  that 
the  rights  of  private  land,  once  the  land  passes  out  of  the  public 
domain,  are  the  same  and  as  secure  in  California  as  in  any  other 
State  of  the  Union.  To  Judge  Field  more  than  anyone  else  is 
this  attitude  of  the  California  law  due. 

The  second  is  that  which  of  the  two  theories  one  shall  regard 
as  the  correct  formula  is  a  matter  of  the  difference  between  the 
"historical"  and  the  **logical*'  methods  of  legal  investigation. 
The  California  law  is  a  consistent  evolution  from  the  political 
conditions  before  the  Civil  War,  when  the  Federal  title  was  the 
starting  point,  and  the  citizen  but  a  trespasser  upon  that  title; 
and  from  that  beginning  it  makes  a  continuous  history.  The  Colo- 
rado law,  on  the  other  hand,  not  bound  by  such  a  history  to  a 
past  generation,  holds  the  law  open  to  logical  deduction  anew 
from  general  rules,  and  does  not  find  a  Federal  title  nor  riparian 
rights  in  such  rules  if  the  State  law  to-day  denies  them.  So  the 
difference  lies  between  which  road  one  travels  in  his  investigation ; 
the  ^'historical  method"  will  bring  him  to  the  Federal  title  and 
common-law  riparian  rights;  the  ** logical  method"  will  leave  him 
instead  where  both  are  a  matter  *of  local  law  for  each  State 
to  declare  for  itself.  It  is  the  latter  method  which  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  to-day  applies,  and  against  it  the  his- 
torical method  can  only  say  that  it  has  departed  from  historical 
precedent. 

The  third  is  that  the  Western  law  of  waters  is  in  a  state  of 
erolution  in  which  legal  formulas,  whichever  of  the  two  one  may 
adopt  as  theoretically  the  right  one,  are  not  of  greatest  impor- 
tance; for  the  law  will  eventually  work  itself  out  according  to  the 
attitude  of  the  people,  whatever  way  that  may  finally  become  set- 
tled hereafter.  While  we  have  endeavored  to  treat  the  matter 
purely  as  a  legal  one,  yet  in  reality  it  is,  and  always  has  been, 
largely  shaped  by  political  forces,  accommodating  itself  much  to 
the  thought  of  the  times. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  187.  Same. — ^Aside  from  this  difference  in  the  present  deri- 
vation of  the  rights  of  the  appropriator,  and  in  the  consecjuent  atti- 
tude toward  riparian  rights,  the  substantive  law  of  appropriation 
itself  is  much  the  same  in  those  jurisdictions  which  contine  it  to 
the  public  lands  as  in  those  that  do  not.     Its  characteristics,  extent 
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of  right,  loss  of  right,  and  similar  matters,  are  founded  upon  the 
eariy  California  decisions  made  for  waters  on  the  public  domain; 
California  being  the  spring  from  which  this  peculiar  feature  of 
Western  law  has  come.  The  decisions  of  that  court  in  the  earlier 
days  seldom  failed  to  be  quoted  in  the  other  Western  States  in  this 
connection,  and  its  early  cases  had  everywhere  a  persuasive  force 
that  closely  approached  authority.  The  substantive  law  of  appro- 
priation is  largely  the  same  under  both  systems,  although  in  some 
States— chiefly,  the  desert  States — recent  statutory  codes  of  admin- 
istrative law  have  been  added  that  are  absent  in  some  of  the  rest 
(although  now  existing  in  most  of  them,  also). 

§§  188-196.    (Blank  numbers.) 
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I  198.  The  first  appropriations  were  all  on  public  land. 
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!S  212-220.     (Blank  numbers.) 

A.    UNBESEBVED  PUBLIC  LAND. 

(3ded.) 

§  197.  Extent  of  the  Public  Land  Area.— By  the  Louisiana 
Purchase,  Oadsden  Purchase,  the  Treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  and 
others,  the  United  States,  by  purchase  or  conquest,  became  the 
owner  of  the  land  constituting  that  part  of  the  country  now  known 
as  the  Western  States.^ 

Public  land  still  constitutes  about  one-third  of  the  geographical 
area  of  the  country,^*  being  the  greater  part  of  the  Western  area 
extending  from  the  one  hundredth  meridian  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
Its  area  is  coextensive  with  States.  Arizona,  Idaho,  Nevada,  Utah, 
%oming,  for  example,  are  mostly  public  land.  California  is  the 
most  settled,  and  remains  one-half  public  land  (mostly  nonagricul- 
tural).  Following  are  given  tables,  not  wholly  complete,  from 
lack  of  figures  for  reserved  land  other  than  forest.  With  all  in- 
cluded, the  average  public  land  area  will  probably  figure  between 

1  B^pra,  lee.  66  et  seq.  la  Willey  v.  Decker,  11  Wyo.  496, 

100  Am.  St.  Eep.  939,  73  Pac.  210. 
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fifty  and  fifty-five  per  cent  of  th^  area  of  the  States  and  Territories 
in  the  list. 


Area  of  PuhUe  Land  in  Percentage  of  State  or  Territory. 

Unreserved.    Forest  Re-  Total 

■erree. 

AlMka 97%  7%        about  99.9% 

ArijBona 57%  21%  78% 

California   24%  28%  52% 

Colorado 33%  23%  56% 

Idaho    46%  87%  83% 

Kansas    3%  .6%  .9% 

Montana 38%  21%  59% 

Nebraaka  4%  1%  5% 

Nevada 80%  7%  87% 

New  Mexico   ..; 46%  14%  60% 

North  Dakota 3%  .03%  3.03% 

Oklahoma    01%  .1%  .11% 

Oregon   28%  26%  54% 

South  Dakota '. 9%  3%  1£% 

Utah    66%  14%  80% 

Washington    7%  27%  34% 

Wyoming  55%  14%  69% 

The  following  shows  the  areas  in  acres,  giving,  first,  the  area 
of  the  State  or  Territory ;  second,  the  unreserved  and  unappropri- 
ated land  thereof,  and  third,  the  forest  reserve  area  thereof :  Alaska, 
378,165,760,  368,014,735,  26,761,626;  Arizona,  72,931,840,  41,491,- 
369,  15,214,745;  California,  101,310,080,  24,864,884,  27,968,510; 
Colorado,  66,526,720,  21,726,192,  15,491,791;  Idaho,  53,960,320, 
24,743,804,  19,963,171;  Kansas,  52,581,120,  137,180,  302,387; 
Montana,  93,806,080,  36,015,943,  19,474,696;  Nebraska,  49,612,800, 
1,879,486,  556,072 ;  Nevada,  70,841,600,  56,474,688,  5,109,415 ;  New 
Mexico,  78,485,760,  36,454,692,  11,140,123;  North  Dakota,  45.335,- 
680,  1,410,225,  13,940;  Oklahoma,  44,836,480,  5,007,  60,800;  Ore- 
gon, 61,887,360,  17,580,573,  15,920,822;  South  Dakota,  49,673,600, 
4,562,804,  1,294,440;  Utah,  54,393,600,  35,955,554,  7,411,157; 
Washington,  44,241,280,  3,196,059,  12,007,340;  Wyoming,  62,664,- 
960,  34,575,159,  8,941,681.  These  areas  are  from  official  sources, 
and  the  percentage  table  is  figured  from  the  areas.  Only  States  and 
Territories  covered  by  this  book  are  given.* 

2  These  acreage  flffnre«  are  from  the  re-  The  pereentaget   arc  flffored   from   the 

port  for  1910  of  the  Commisaioner  of  the  acreaee  table.     As  to  the  Alaska  percent- 

Ceneral    Land    OiHee.     The    Alaska    areas  age,  tne  same  thing  applies  as  noted  under 

for   unreserved   land   and   forest    reserves  the  acreage  table.     Tne  amount  of  private 

probably  were   figured  at  different  dates,  land  in  Alaska  is  in  any  event  of  insigni- 

and  probably  a  deduction  should  be  made  fleant  extent. 

of  a  few  million  acres  from  the  unreserved  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  flgnres  there 

area,   representing  transfers  to  forest  re-  are  extensive  areas  in  Indian,  military  and 

serves,    since,    as    the    figures    stand,    the  similar   reservations    (especially    in    Okla- 

total  of  the  last  two  columns  would  exceed  homa   and    the    Dakotas),    and   in    power- 

the  area  of  the  territory  given  in  the  first  site    and    conservation    withdrawals.     Oi 

column.  July  1,  1909,  the  total  unreserved  and  on* 
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The  theory  of  the  law  has  been  that  the  Federal  government's 
duty  was  that  of  a  trustee  to  dispose  of  these  lands  for  the  upbuild- 
ing of  the  States  constituted  upon  them.'  The  laws  were  framed 
to  secure  development  and  ownership  by  the  citizens,  to  accomplish 
the  growth  of  the  States.  Upon  this  idea  were  based  the  pre- 
emption, homestead,  mining,  and  water  laws,  under  which  most 
of  the  advance  of  the  West  has  been  made. 

The  land  laws  are  beyond  the  scope  of  this  book,  and  are  here 
mentioned  to  show  that  the  same  idea  founds  them  as  has  founded 
the  water  law  of  the  public  domain. 


(3ded.) 

§  IW.    The  First  Appropriations  were  All  on  Public  Land. — 

When  the  miners  arrived  in  California,  but  little  of  the  land  com- 
posing the  State  had  passed  into  private  hands.  When  the  mines 
were  located  and  the  early  customs  established,  title  to  the  land 
had  passed  to  the  United  States,  by  treaty,  from  Mexico.  The 
license  from  the  United^  States  to  enter  thereon  and  appropriate 
water  was  first  presumed  from  acquiescence  therein.^  It  is  now 
expressly  granted  by  the  act  of  1866  (sections  2339  and  2340  of 
the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States).*^  "For  a  long  period 
the  general  government  stood  silently  by  and  allowed  its  citizens  to 
oeenpy  a  great  part  of  its  public  domain  in  California,  and  to 
locate  and  hold  mining  claims,  water-rights,  etc.,  according  to 
such  roles  as  could  be  made  applicable  to  the  peculiar  situation ;  and 


appropriated  pnblie  land  wai  781.854,081 
tent:  th«  total  forest  reeerret  on  Decern- 
W  31,  1909.  were  104.496,694  aeree.  and 
in  1906  there  were  888.088  acres  in  mili- 
tary reserrations :  a  total  of  881,688.763 
aer»i  of  pnblie  land,  exclnsiTO  of  Indian, 
rc«hDution,  and  other  special  reserrations. 
On  Jane  30.  1910.  there  were  1,500,000 
•erti  in  149  power-site  reserres. 

iir.  Philip  P.  Wells,  counsel  for  the 
Katioasl  Con  serration  Association,  giTOS 
the  following  information : 

rnfortnnately  there  does  not  appear  to 
be  any  single  publication  where  statistics 
•(  all  public  land  areas  have  been  brought 
tozether.  The  appendix  to  the  Report  of 
tbe  Public  Lands  Commission,  transmitted 
i-y  Congress  March  2,  1905  (58th  Cong., 
M  8eu.  8.  D.  189).  pa^e  180  (table  1), 
Kivesthe  area  of  the  original  public  domain 
b7  Sutes:  page  284  (table  25).  jriyes  the 
national  parks  by  Sutes;  page  284  (table 
26)  eires  the  United  States  naval,  mili- 
tary, light-bouae  and  other  reserrations,  all 
bat  seven  of  them  being  lumped  and  esti* 
Bated;  pages  285-307  (table  27)  give  the 
Indian  Reservations  by  States;  pages  808- 
3»9  (table  28)  give  unappropriated  and 
anreurved  lands  by  States  and  counties; 
Ubli  29  snamarizes  the  disposal  of  the 


Jinblic  domain  exclusive  of  Alaska.  But 
hese  figures  are  of  the  year  1905,  and  it 
would  require  a  search  of  the  various  an- 
nual departmental  reports  to  bring  the 
lists  down  to  date.  The  report  ox  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1910,  gives  statistics  of 
unappropriated  and  unreserved  lands 
(page  11);  Carey  Act  segregations  (page 
84) ;  national  parks  ana  national  monu- 
ments (pages  56.  64.  98) ;  enlarged  home- 
stead designations  (page  03) ;  coal  land 
withdrawals  and  classiflcations  (page  94) ; 
oil  land,  phosphate  and  power-site  with- 
drawals (pages  94,  95,  96);  and  of  bird 
reserves  (page  90). 

3  "The  grantor  of  the  public  lands, 
the  national  government,  was  to  hold 
these  lands  in  trust  for  the  public, 
to  be  acquired  by  anj  qualified  citi- 
zen thereof  on  compliance  with  the 
rules  prescribed."  Hough  v.  Porter, 
51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083, 
102  Pac.  728. 

4  Supra,  sec.  89. 

5  Supra,  sees.  94,  155. 
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when  there  were  contests  between  hostile  claimants,  the  courts  were 
compelled  to  decide  them  without  reference  to  the  ownership  of 
the  government,  as  it  was  not  urged  or  presented.  In  this  way — 
from  1849  to  1866— a  system  had  grown  up  under  which  the  rights 
of  locators  on  the  public  domain,  as  between  themselves,  were 
determined,  which  left  out  of  view  the  paramount  title  of  the 
government.  The  acts  of  1866  and  1870  were  intended  merely 
to  expressly  recognize  and  ratify  the  system."*  It  was  for  many 
years  assumed  that  the  appropriator  always  seeks  to  make  an  ap- 
propriation on  public  lands  only.  Until  the  recent  policy  of  con- 
servation, no  question  was  any  longer  raised  to  his  right  to  do  so7 
Appropriation  of  water  on  desert  lands  under  the  act  of  1877  * 
is  upon  condition®  that  ''all  lands  exclusive  of  timber  lands 
and  mineral  lands  which  will  not,  without  irrigation,  produce  some 
agricultural  crop,  shall  be  deemed  desert  lands,  within  the  meaning 
of  this  act,  which  fact  shall  be  ascertained  by  proof  of  two  or  more 
credible  witnesses  under  oath,  whose  affidavits  shall  be  filed  in 
the  land  office  in  which  said  tract  of  land  may  be  situated."    It 


«  Cave  V.  Tyler,  133  Cal.  566,  65 
Pac.  1089;  similarly,  Broder  v.  Na- 
toma  Water  Co.,  101  U.  S.  274,  25 
L.  Ed.  790,  5  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  33 ;  Os- 
good V.  Eldorado  VCTater  Co.,  56  Cal. 
571,  5  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  37. 

7  The  provisions  of  the  statutes  of 
1866  and  1870  referred  to  are  those 
now  incorporated  in  sections  2339  and 
2340,  Revised  Statutes,  and  are  as 
follows : 

Revised  Statutes,  section  2339: 
"Whenever,  by  priority  of  possession, 
rights  to  the  use  of  water  for  min- 
ing, agricultural,  manufacturing,  or 
other  purposes,  have  vested  and  ac- 
crued, and  the  same  are  recognized 
and  acknowledged  bv  the  local  cus- 
toms, laws  and  decisions  of  courts, 
the  possessors  and  owners  of  such 
vested  rights  shall  be  maintained  and 
protected  in  the  same;  and  the  right 
of  way  for  the  construction  of  ditches 
and  canals  for  the  purposes  herein 
specified  is  acknowledged  and  con- 
firmed; but  whenever  any  person,  in 
the  construction  of  any  ditch  or  canal, 
injures  or  damages  the  possession  of 
any  settler  on  the  public  domain,  the 
party  committing  such  injury  or  dam- 
age, shall  be  liable  to  the  party  in- 
jured for  such  injury  or   damages." 


Revised  Statutes,  section  2340: 
"All  patents  granted,  or  pre-emption 
or  homesteads  allowed,  shaU  be  sub- 
ject to  any  vested  and  accrued  water- 
rights,  or  rights  to  ditches  and  reser- 
voirs used  m  connection  with  such 
water-rights,  as  may  have  been  ac- 
quired under  or  recognized  by  the 
preceding  section." 

"From  the  beginning,  in  the  arid 
regions  of  the  Western  States  an*! 
Territories,  it  has  been  the  custom  of 
the  people  to  divert  from  their 
natural  channels  the  waters  of  the 
streams  upon  the  public  lands,  and 
appropriate  the  same  to  the  purposes 
of  mining,  agriculture,  and  other  use- 
ful and  beneficial  uses."  Van  Dyke 
V.  Midnight  Sun  Co.  (Alaska),  177 
Fed.  90.  See,  also,  Sowards  v.  Mea- 
gher (Utah),  108  Pac.  1113. 

Preventing  persons  from  entering 
upon  public  lands  to  which  the  party 
so  preventing  entry  has  no  right  is  a 
misdemeanor  in  California.  Pen, 
Code,  sec.  420. 

8  A.  C.  March  3,  1877,  19  Stat.  377, 
c.  107;  U.  S.  Comp.  Stata.  1901.  p. 
1548.  '  ^ 

0  See  supra,  sec.   129, 
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has  been  held  that  where  a  person  files  on  lands  under  the  Desert 
Land  Act,  and  makes  an  affidavit  that  they  are  desert  in  character 
and  unreclaimed,  he  cannot  assert  a  right  to  water  for  irrigation 
as  initiated  before  such  entry.^^  Regarding  the  Desert  Land  Act, 
reference  is  made  to  a  preceding  section.^^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  199.    State  Lands. — Of  certain  lands  the  State  is  the  owner 

and  the  State  has  likewise  made  the  law  of  appropriation  apply 

to  them  in  California.^    In  other  States  under  similar  statutes,  the 

law  has  been  declared  to  be  the  same.^^    Similar  statutory  provisions 

exist  in  most  of  the  other  States  for  rights  of  way,  reservoir  sites, 

and  water  appropriations  on  State  lands.^^ 

Swamp  lands,  an  important  class  of  State  lands,  are  dealt  with 

by  special  statutes.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  200.  Presumption  That  Lands  are  Public.^Formerly  this 
preponderance  of  public  lands  in  fact  gave  rise  to  a  presumption 
of  law  that  lands  were  public,  and  the  party  claiming  that  the 
lands  in  suit  were  private  had  the  burden  of  proof  .^®  But  there 
is  no  such  presumption  to-day  for  an  appropriator  to  rely  on.^"^ 


M  HoQgh  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95 
Pae.  732,  98  Pae.  1083,  102  Pae.  728. 

11  Supra,  sec.  128. 

u  Civ.  Code,  Bees.  1410-1422 ;  Lux 
T.  Haggin,  69  CaL  255,  10  Pae.  674 ; 
affinned  in  Wood  v.  Etiwanda  etc. 
Co.,  122  Cal.  152,  158,  54  Pae.  726; 
Pomeroy  on  Riparian  Rights,  sec.  29. 

u  Smith  V.  Denniff,  24  Mont.  20, 
81  Am.  St.  Rep.  408,  60  Pae.  398, 
50  L.  B.  A.  741;  Carson  v.  Gentner, 
33  Or.  512,  52  Pae.  506,  43  L.  B.  A. 
130;  ParkerfTille  etc.  Dist.  v.  VSTat- 
tier,  48  Or.  332,  86  Pae.  775.  See 
I«on  T.  Nelson  Min.  Co.,  47  Fed.  199. 

»♦  Colorodo.— Rev.  Stats.  1908,  sec. 
3499  et  eeq. 

Idaho.— LtLWS  1907,  p.  526;  Mc- 
Lean's Revised  Codes,  sees.  1635-1638. 

Montana. — ^Laws  1911,  c.  118,  p. 
254;  Laws  1911,  c.  123,  p.  338. 

Nebraska, — Comp.  Laws  1903,  sec. 
6448;  Stats.  1907    p.  437. 

New  Mexico. — Laws  1907,  p.  71. 

North  Dakota. — Laws  1905,  c.  34, 
60. 

South  Dakota.— tAWB  1907,  c.  180, 
58. 


Orefjon. — B.  &  C.  Comp.,  sec.  3338, 

Washington. — Pierce's  Codes  1905, 
sec.  5904.  In  the  Statute  of  1907, 
page  353,  the  right  of  way  for  irri- 
gators over  State  lands  is  granted, 
upon  filing  map  and  field-notes  with 
the  board  of  state  land  commissioners, 
and  paying  not  less  than  ten  dollars 
per  acre  for  the  land  irrigated. 
"Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  deemed 
to  in  any  way  couflict  with  any  exist- 
ing law  of  this  State  relating  to  tho 
method  of  acquiring  rights  of  way 
for  irrigation  districts."  In  the  Stat- 
ute of  1907,  page  233,  the  right  is 
granted  to  overflow  State  lands  for 
reservoirs.     See  Stats.   1911,  c.   109. 

The  foregoing  list  is  not  complete. 

15  Infra,  sec.  350. 

i«  Burdge  v.  Smith,  14  Cal.  380, 
12  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  448 ;  Smith  v.  Doe, 
15  Cal.  100,  5  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  218; 
Lytle  Creek  Co.  v.  Perdew  (Cal.),  2 
Pae.  732.  See  Pomeroy  on  Riparian 
Rights,  sec.  93.' 

17  Santa  Cruz  v.  Enright,  95  Cal. 
105,  30  Pae.  197;  Cave  v.  Tyler,  133 
Cal.  566,  65  Pae.  1089.    But  see  Na- 
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To-day  the  larger  part  of  the  agticultural  lands  in  California  and 
much  of  it  also  in  other  States  is  no  longer  public,  but  has  passed 
into  private  hands. ^® 


(3d  ed.) 

§  201.  Abandoned  or  Forfeited  Olaims  to  Public  Land.— Such 
lands,  however,  as  are  privately  held  under  possessory  rights,  such 
as  unpatented  mining  locations,  or  conditional  railway  grants,  may 
be  forfeited  or  abandoned;  they  then  again  become  part  of  the 
public  domain,  as  vacant  public  land,  and  appropriations  of  water 
may  be  made  thereon.^*  When  an  Indian  reservation  is  thrown 
open  to  settlement,  it  becomes  vacant  public  land  for  this  pur- 
pose.*^ 

When  the  land  is  thus  again  public,  its  public  character  relates 
back  to  the  date  when  the  abandoned  or  forfeited  claim  or  other 
withdrawal  originated;  so  that  an  appropriation  of  water  made 
(on  a  homestead  entry)  by  a  stranger  to  the  entryman  relates  back, 
if  the  entry  is  thereafter  canceled,  and  becomes  an  appropriation 
as  on  public  land  before  the  homestead  entry  was  made.^^  A  for- 
feited homestead  entry  is  as  though  never  segregated  from  the 
public  domain.  An  appropriator  of  water  thereon  between  the 
entry  and  the  forfeiture  prevails  against  a  rival  entr3rman  claim- 
ing the  same  land  under  a  different  contemporaneous  homestead 
entry .^  '*When  land  included  in  a  railroad  grant  reverts  to  the 
government,  a  subsequent  patentee  under  the  homestead  laws  takes 
the  title  subject  to  the  right  of  way  for  a  ditch  or  canal  over  it 
which  was  acquired  prior  to  his  entry ;  and  it  is  inmiaterial  whether 
the  appropriation  was  made  prior  or  subsequent  to  the  time  the 
government  was  reinvested  with  title."** 


toma  etc.  Co.  y.  Hancock,  101  Gal. 
42,  53,  31  Pac.  112,  35  Pac.  334; 
and  People  v.  Tnickee  etc.  Co.,  116 
Cal.  397,  400,  58  Am.  St.  Rep.  183, 
48  Pac.  374,  39  L.  R.  A.  581. 

18  One-half  of  California's  area  re- 
mains public,  but  it  is  mostly  moun- 
tain or  desert  land. 

w  San  Jose  W.  Co.  v.  San  Jose 
Land  Co.,  189  U.  S.  177,  23  Sup.  Ct. 
Bep.  487,  47  L.  Ed.  765,  S.  C,  129  Cal. 
673,  62  Pac.  269;  San  Dimas  etc.  Co. 
V.  San  Jose  etc.  Co.,  142  Cal.  583,  76 
Pac.  1128. 

20  Morris  v.  Bean  (Mont.),  146 
Fed.  432;  Bean  v.  Morris,  159  Fed. 


651,  86  C.  C.  A.  519.  See,  also, 
Nevada  D.  Co.  v.  Bennett,  30  Or.  59, 
60  Am.  St.  Rep.  777,  45  Pac.  472; 
Story  V.  Wolverton,  31  Mont.  346,  78 
Pac.  589;  Sowards  v.  Meagher  (Utah, 
1910),  108  Pac.  1113.  See  infra,  sec! 
207. 

21  San  Jose  W.  Co.  v.  San  Jose  R. 
Co.,  129  Cal.  673,  62  Pac.  269. 

22  Le  Quime  t.  Chambers  (1908), 
15  Idaho,  405,  98  Pac.  415,  21  L.  R. 
A.,  N.  S.,  76. 

23  Maffett  V.  Quine  (C.  C),  93  Fed. 
347.  In  a  Nebraska  case  it  was  first 
held  that  where  a  homestead  claimant 
grants  a  right  of  way  to  plaintiff  for 
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(3d  ed.) 

§  202.  Sights  of  Way  and  Reservoir  Sites  on  Unreserved  Pub- 
lie  Land. — Rules  and  regulations  for  appropriation  of  rights  of 
way  and  reservoir  sites  upon  public  lands  were  left  by  Congress 
to  State  and  local  action  by  the  act  of  1866,**  and  pursuant  thereto, 
a  body  of  local  law  arose  as  set  forth  in  another  chapter.*  Recog- 
nizing the  essential  nature  of  the  right  of  access  to  the  streams  in 
any  system  of  water  law,^  the  act  of  1866,  in  making  a  continuing 
offer  of  grant  of  water-rights  on  public  land  subject  to  compliance 
with  local  law,  joined  therewith  a  like  continuing  offer  of  grant 
of  reservoir  sites  and  rights  of  way  upon  terms  to  be  set  by  local 
law,  sayiog:  **And  the  right  of  way  for  the  construction  of  ditches 
and  canals  for  the  purposes  herein  specified  is  acknowledged  and 
confirmed,"  including,  in  the  amendment  of  1870,  reservoir  sites;' 
the  act  of  1866  being  entitled,  **An  act  granting  the  right  of  way 
to  ditch  and  canal  owners  through  the  public  lands,  and  for  other 
purposes."  As  elsewhere  quoted,  these  acts  amounted  to  **an 
unequivocal  grant"  from  the  United  States  to  the  appropriator, 
equally  as  to  waters  and  rights  of  way  and  reservoir  sites,  when  the 
local  law  was  complied  with.  No  documentary  evidence  of  this 
grant  was  given  to  the  appropriator,  but  the  theory  is  as  though 
patent  issued,  since  a  grant  by  act  of  Congress  is  the  highest  pos- 
sible muniment  of  title.' 

Under  the  act  of  1866,  the  appropriator  might  not  only  build 
ditches  but  might  change  the  point  of  diversion  from  one  place  to 
another  on  the  public  land;  likewise  the  place  of  use,  the  means  of 
nse  or  the  purpose  of  use.  For  all  these  things  the  United  States 
gave  the  greatest  freedom  as  respects  the  public  domain,  and,  so 
long  as  private  rights  existing  at  the  time  were  not  interfered  with, 
the  appropriator  (subject,  now,  to  the  control  of  the  State  Engineer) 
might  make  these  changes  freely  without  in  any  way  derogating 
from  his  original  right.*  This  is  the  system  of  local  law  for  rights 
of  way  over  the  public  domain  built  up  under  the  act  of  1866. 
"The  government,  by  act  of  Congress,  invites  persons  to  enter 

a  ditch  and  then  abandons  his  home-  Neb.  198,  133  Am.  St.  Rep.  650,  122 

itead,  plaintiff  has  no  right  of  way  N.  W.  862. 

against  a  later  homestead  entry  by  a  24  Supra,  sec.  92  et  seq. 

tUrd  person,    and     cannot    enter    to  25  Infra,  sec.   361,  how  an  appro- 

flean  out    his    ditch.     Rasmussen    v.  priation  is  made. 

Blust,  83  Neb.  678,  120  N.  W.  184.  i  Supra,  sec.  54. 

This  orerlooked  the  act  of  1866,  and  2  U.  S.  Rev.  Stats.,  sees.  2339,  2340. 

was  aeeordin^lj  reversed  on  rehearing,  >  Supra,  sec.  155. 

and  the  plaintiff  was  protected.    65  *  i't/fa^  Mc  496  et  seq. 
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upon  the  public  domain  for  the  purpose  of  locating,  appropriating, 
and  diverting  any  waters  thereon  found,  for  such  useful  and  bene- 
ficial purposes  as  are  recognized  by  the  laws  of  the  State  or  juris- 
diction within  which  the  lands  are  located."' 

(3d  ed.) 

§  203.  Federal  Bifi^t  of  Way  Acts  on  Unreserved  Public  Land. 
The  grant  in  the  act  of  1866  was  never  carried  into  documentary 
form  with  regard  to  waters,  because,  in  time,  the  Federal  title  in 
that  regard  faded  away,  leaving  the  States  in  sole  control,  now 
usually  claiming  as  a  matter  of  right,  without  the  need  of*  Federal 
grant.  The  States,  as  a  rule,  now  patent  the  waters.^  But  in 
this  waters  and  rights  of  way  became  separated,  the  latter  retaining 
their  Federal  derivation.  With  the  growing  importance  of  irri- 
gation and  other  enterprises,  special  new  Bight  of  Way  Acts  were 
passed  by  Congress. 

These  acts  are  chiefly  the  act  of  March  3,  1891,''  confined  to  irri- 
gation; the  act  of  February  15,  1901,®  applying  to  all  purposes; 
the  act  of  February  1,  1905,'  applying  to  municipal  or  mining 
purposes ;  and  the  act  of  February  13,  1897,^®  applying  to  reservoirs 
for  livestock,  and  other  less  important  ones  given  in  the  Federal 
statutes  collected  in  a  later  part  of  this  book.  There  is  an  addi- 
tional provision  in  an  act  of  March  4,  1911. 

These  acts  are  considered  more  at  length  in  another  place.^ 


B.     BESEBVED  PUBLIC  LAND. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  204.  New  Oovemmental  Policy. — The  law  of  reserved  public 
land,  and  of  water  and  rights  of  way  thereon,  is  now  in  the  mak- 
ing, and  but  little  can  be  done  further  than  to  state  the  meager 
authority  which  exists  regarding  it,  premising  that  any  conclusions 
drawn  are  tentative  and  that  the  field  is  mpre  one  of  new  govern- 
mental policy  than  of  established  law. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  205.  Extent  of  the  Reserved  Domain. — The  area  now  placed 
in  reservation  is  somewhere  about  two  hundred  million  acres,  most 

5  Le  Quime  v.  Chambers,  15  Idaho,  8  31  Stat.  790. 
405,  98  Pac.  415,  21  L.  B.  A.,  N.  8.,  9  33  Stat.  628. 
76.  10  29  Stat.  484. 

6  Infra,  sec.  408  et  seq.  ii  Infra,  c.  19,  how  an  appropria- 

7  26  Stat.  1095,  c.  561 ;  1  Supp.  Bev.  tion  is  made — ^Federal  methocL 
SUt8.  (1891)  942,  946. 
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of  which  compose  the  forests  and  grazing  lands,  the  remainder  being 
reserved  for  reclamation,  Indian  and  military  reservations,  coal  and 
phosphate  lands,  power  sites,  and  conservation  generally.  It  consti- 
tutes about  one-third  of  the  area  of  the  Western  States  (exclusive  of 
Alaska)  ,*2  the  figures  for  each  jurisdiction  being  given  in  a  preceding 
note."  In  the  East,  a  bill  passed  Congress  in  1911  to  buy  the 
White  Mountains  in  New  England,  and  part  of  the  Appalachian 
region,  for  Eastern  forest  reserves.^^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  206.    Authority  to  Kake  Withdrawals.— General  authority 

to  increase  the  reserved  domain  was  conferred  upon  the  President 
by  the  act  of  1910.^*  Regarding  the  validity  of  withdrawals  made 
previous  to  this  act,  other  than  by  specific  authority  of  Congress 
(much  was  withdrawn  without  such  specific  authority),  there  has 
been  much  discussion.  The  argument  in  favor  of  their  validity 
rested  upon  the  contention  that  ''in  the  President  are  vested  those 
powers  which  in  England  at  that  time  [the  date  of  the  adoption 
of  oar  constitution]  were  vested  in  the  English  Chief  Executive, 
namely,  Gkorge  III.""^  The  argument  to  the  contrary  stated  by 
Senator  Borah  of  Idaho  is  that  withdrawals  revoke  acts  of  Con- 
gress, since  the  homestead,  mining,  and  other  laws  directed  that 
the  lands  shall  be  disposed  of ;  that  the  President  cannot  exercise 
such  power  over  acts  of  Congress.^*  Much  citation  of  authority 
on  both  sides  will  be  found  in  the  Congressional  Record  for  1909-10. 
By  the  enabling  acts  for  the  admission  of  New  Mexico  and  Ari- 
zona into  the  Union,  title  to  power  sites  upon  public  lands  was 
reserved  to  the  United  States.^^  By  an  act  of  Congress  in  1910 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  was  given  general  power  to  withdraw 
power  sites  and  irrigation  sites  in  Indian  reservations.^^ 


12  Alaska  being  mostly  unreserved 
pablie  land. 

^  ^pro,  see.  197. 

13>  See  A.  C.  March  1,  1911  (Pub. 
No.  435),  appointing  a  commission  to 
co-operate  with  States,  etc. 

14  Qaoted  in  a  later  part  of  this 
book,  devoted  to  Federal  statutes. 
i^frot  see.  142S.  Congress  may  con- 
fer BQch  power.  Light  v.  United 
States  (May,  1,  1911),  —  U.  8.  — ; 
GrioBiid  V.  United  States  (May  1, 
19U),  —  U.  S.  — . 


M  "The  Outlook,"  for  August  6, 
1910,  p.  765.  See,  also,  Attorney 
General  Bonaparte's  opinion  in  22  Op. 
Attjr.  Gen.  13. 

16  45  Conjr.  Bee.  6342. 

17  Session  Laws  6l8t  Cong.  (1910), 
2d  Session,  c.  310,  sees.  .  10  and  28. 
See  the  new  Ariz.  Const.,  art.  10,  sec. 
6,  authorizing  the  United  States  to 
withdraw  power  sites  within  five  years. 

18  Sess.  Laws,  61st  Cong.  (1910), 
2d  Session,  c  431,  sees.  13,  14. 
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(Sd  ed.) 

§  207.  Military  and  Indian  Reservations — ^Waters  on. — Con- 
fining ourselves  to  a  statement  of  the  authorities,  we  find  divergent 
theories  regarding  the  law  of  waters  (as  distinguished  from  rights 
of  way)  on  military  and  Indian  reservations. 

Under  the  law  declared  in  Kansas  v.  Colorado,^'  State  law  (usually 
the  law  of  appropriation  to  actual  use)  governs  waters  upon  a  Fed- 
eral reservation  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  State.  Water-rights 
thereon  inhere  in  the  United  States  only  to  the  extent  of  actual 
use,  beyond  which  private  parties  may  appropriate  the  wat«r  wher- 
ever they  can  obtain  lawful  access  to  it.  **An  appropriation  made 
of  such  waters  will  be  protected  even  as  against  thfe  government  of 
the  United  States,"  it  is  said  in  a  recent  Utah  case,  ruling  that 
acquisition  of  the  right  to  use  unappropriated  public  waters, 
whether  on  the  public  domain,  within  a  reservation,  or  elsewhere, 
is  controlled  by  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  State  in  which  the 
water  is  f ound.^  In  a  case*  in  the  Federal  courts — ^Krall  v.  United 
States — arising  in  Idaho  where  appropriation  is  the  sole  law  of 
waters,  it  was  held  that  the  right  of  a  military  reservation  was 
similar  to  that  of  a  private  appropriator  and  extended  only  to  the 
water  in  actual  use  at  the  time  a  private  party  diverts  the  water. 
The  court  assimilated  the  extent  of  reservation  to  an  appropriation, 
and  allowed  subsequent  appropriations  of  the  surplus  beyond  actual 
use  at  the  time.  The  court  said:  **The  creation  of  the  reservation 
for  military  post  purposes  did  not  destroy  or  in  any  way  affect 
the  doctrine  of  appropriation  thus  established  by  the  government 
in  respect  to  the  waters  of  the  non-navigable  streams  upon  the 
public  lands.    They  continued  subject  to  appropriation  for  any 


19  206  U.  S.  46,  27  Sup.  Ct  Rep. 
655,  51  L.  Ed.  956. 

20  So  ward »  v.  Meagher  (Utah, 
1910),  108  Pac.  1113.  In  this  case 
defendant  filed  with  the  State  En- 
gineer an  application  to  appropriate 
water  on  an  Indian  reser\^tion  for 
irrigation  of  lands  therein  after  proc- 
lamation bj  the  United  States  for 
opening  the  lands,  but  before  actual 
opening.  Plaintiff  thereafter  filed  ap- 
plication for  the  same  water  and  pur- 
pose on  the  very  day  of  the  land 
opening.  The  State  Engineer  ap- 
proved the  first  application.  It  was 
held  that  he  properly  did  so,  for, 
though  the  land  to  be  irrigated  was 
not  then  open  to  settlement,  yet  it  was 


proclaimed  so  for  the  future,  and  this 
was  enough;  an  appropriation  may  be 
made  for  future  use,  if  the  delay  in 
accomplishment  is  not  unreasonably 
long.  The  court  further  says:  ''We 
have  no  doubt  that  unappropriated 
public  water  on  a  reservation  or  on 
the  public  domain  is  subject  to  appro- 
priation, and  may  be  appropriated  for 
a  beneficial  purpose,  though  the  ap- 
propriator has  not,  when  his  applica- 
tion is  filed  with  the  State  Engineer, 
a  present  right  in  or  to  the  lands 
along  the  stream  from  which  the  water 
is  proposed  to  be  diverted,  or  in  or 
to  the  lands  proposed  to  be  irrigated 
by  him." 
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useful  purpose.  The  appropriation  of  a  part  of  those  waters  for 
uses  of  the  military  post  secured  it  in  the  use  of  the  portion  so 
appropriated,  but  it  did  not  take  from  others  the  right  to  make 
such  appropriation  above  the  reservation  as  would  not  interfere 
with  its  prior  appropriation."**  It  has,  likewise,  been  said  that 
when  the  United  States  makes  an  appropriation  of  water  for  the 
Reclamation  Service,  it  does  so  under  the  same  terms  as  a  private 
party  and  is  bound  just  as  much  by  the  State  law.**  The  National 
'irrigation  Act,  the  act  creating  forest  reserves,  the  Right  of  Way 
Act  of  March  3,  1891,  and  almost  all  acts  of  Congress  which  men- 
tion the  matter  since  the  act  of  1866,  expressly  declare  that  the 
law  of  waters  shall  be  a  matter  of  State  law.*** 

But  the  general  tendency  of  the  Federal  courts  in  dealing  with 
waters  on  or  use  by  military  or  Indian  reservations  is  to  consider 
the  law  of  appropriation  on  public  land  to  rest  upon  the  act  of 
1866  (as  in  California.)  rather  than  upon  State  law;  to  tacitly  as- 
sume that  the  creation  of  the'  reservation  impliedly  repealed  the 
act  of  1866  as  to  waters  thereon ;  and  to  restore  the  proprietary 
rights  of  the  United  States,  which  the  California  law  gives  as  a 
riparian  proprietor,  not  limited  to  the  amount  of  water  in  actual 
use  at  any  specific  time.  The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States 
savB  in  Winters  v.  United  States  **  that  the  right  of  the  reserva- 
tion to  water  flowing  through  it,  even  in  the  absence  of  actual  use 
thereon  (if  necessary  for  use  in  the  future),  cannot  be  destroyed 
by  private  appropriators  who  first  put  it  to  use  under  local  law  so 
permitting,  even  in  States  following  the  Colorado  doctrine  which 
ipore  the  proprietary  rights  of  the  United  States  as  riparian  pro- 
prietor in  other  aspects.**  This  holding  (though  expressly  leaving 
open  the  question  whether  riparian  rights  exist  in  Montana)  is 
rather  to  the  effect  that  the  reservation  stands  as  a  riparian  pro- 


a  Krall  V.  United  States,  79  Fed. 
241,  24  C.  C.  A.  543.  Judge  Gilbert, 
'UiBenting,  believed  there  was  a  reser- 
vation analogous  rather  to  the  rights 
^f  a  riparian  proprietor  under  a  land 
(^nt  onder  the  California  theory,  in 
Ahich  ease  actual  use  at  the  time  is 
"ot  alone  the  test,  but  must  be  con- 
fl'lered  with  possible  uses  thereafter, 
vbich  seems  the  effect  also  of  Winters 
V.  United  States  below  referred  to. 

»  United  States  v.  Burley  (Idaho, 
'^^),  172  Fed.  615;  Burley  v.  United 
Slates  (C.  C.  A.),  179  Fed.  1. 


22a  Supra,  sec  176;  infra,  sec.  1429. 

28  207  U.  8.  564,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
207,  52  L.  Ed.  340. 

24  See,  also,  United  States  v.  Rio 
Grande  etc.  Co.,  184  U.  S.  416,  22  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  428,  46  L.  Ed.  619;  Gutierres 
V.  Albuquerque  etc.  Co.,  18S  U.  S.  555, 
23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  338,  47  L.  Ed.  588; 
United  States  v.  Conrad  Inv.  Co.,  156 
Fed.  130;  also  161  Fed.  829,  88  C. 
C.  A.  647;  Winters  v.  United  States, 
207  U.  S.  564,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  208, 
52  L.  Ed.  340. 
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prietor  would  under  the  California  doctrine  (having  arisen  in 
Montana,  where  the  State  law  in  fact  upholds  riparian  rights),^  in 
contrast  to  Krall  v.  United  States,  which  (being  decided  in  Idaho 
where  riparian  rights  are  rejected)^  considered  the  right  of  the 
reservation  to  be  analogous  rather  to  that  of  an  appropriator,  ex- 
tending only  to  the  amount  actually  used  at  the  time  of  a  private 
hostile  diversion.^  In  a  similar  case  arising  in  Montana  it  was 
also  held  by  the  United  States  circuit  court  of  appeals:  **The  lands 
within  these  [Indian]  reservations  are  dry  and  arid,  and  require 
the  diversion  of  waters  from  the  streams  to  make  them  productive 
and  suitable  for  agricultural,  stock-raising  and  domestic  purposes. 
What  amount  of  water  will  be  required  for  these  purposes  may  not 
be  determined  with  absolute  accuracy  at  this  time,  but  the  policy 
of  the  government  to  reserve  whatever  water  of  Birch  Creek  may 
be  reasonably  necessary,  not  only  for  present  iises,  but  for  future 
requirements,  is  clearly  within  the  terms  of  the  treaties  as  con- 
strued by  the  supreme  court  in  the  Winters  case."  •  It  is  held  "it 
[the  government]  has  only  to  come  into  its  own  when  its  needs 
may  require,"  and  all  persons  seeking  appropriations  must  take 
subject  to  this  paramount  right,  though  in  nonuse,  and  only  surplus 
water  over  and  above  all  possible  needs  (though  not  now  used) 
even  in  the  future  of  the  Indian  reservation  is  subject  to  appro- 
priation.* 

The  matter  is  in  much  confusion  because  of  the  differing  views 
as  to  whether  local  law  governs;  and  if  it  does,  the  two  different 
views  of  what  the  local  law  is — ^whether  the  conunon  law  or  appro- 
priation. Taking  the  above  rulings  as  a  whole,  however,  the  view 
of  the  Federal  courts  seems  to  be  that  in  States  recognizing  riparian 
rights,  the  rights  incident  to  a  military  or  Indian  reservation  seem 
similar  to  those  of  a  riparian  owner,  not  limited  to  the  amount 


S9  Supra,  aec.  117. 

1  Supra,  sec.  118. 

9  See  United  States  ▼.  Winans,  198 
XT.  S.  371,  25  Sup.  a.  Rep.  662,  49  L. 
Ed.  1089. 

8  Decree  of  circuit  court  affirmed  in 
Conrad  In  v.  Co.  v.  United  States 
(Mont.  1908),  161  Fed.  829,  88  C.  C. 
A.  647.  So  it  has  been  held  that, 
since  the  government's  use  under  this 
view  is  not  one  by  "appropriation," 
therefore  when  the  government  aban- 
dons the  reservation  and  sells  the 
land    to    private    parties,    no    appro- 


priation of  water  passes  to  the  pui^ 
chaser  as  an  appurtenance;  the  ef- 
fect is  simply  to  again  throw  open 
the  waters  to  appropriation.  Nevada 
etc.  Co.  V.  Bennett,  30  Or.  59,  60  Am. 
St.  Rep.  777,  45  Fac.  472;  Story  v. 
Wolverton,  31  Mont.  346,  78  Pac  589. 
See,  also,  Morris  v.  Bean  (Mont.), 
146  Fed.  432;  Bean  v.  Morris,  159 
Fed.  651,  86  C.  0.  A.  519. 

4  United  States  v.  Conrad  Inv.  Co., 
156  Fed.  123,  affirmed  in  Conrad  Inv. 
Co.  V.  United  States,  161  Fed.  829,  8S 
C.  C.  A.  647. 
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in  use  by  the  reservation  by  actual  appropriation  at  any  specific 
time,  and  the  Federal  courts  in  their  opinions  do  not  expressly 
distinguish  between  classes  of  States,  but  seem  to  lay  down  the 
above  rule  for  all  States.  On  the  whole,  in  dealing  with  waters 
on,  or  use  by,  military  or  Indian  reservations,  the  i  ederal  courts 
resort  to  the  California  theory  of  the  proprietary  rights  of  the 
United  States  in  the  public  domain,  rather  than  to  the  Colorado 
theory  that  State  law  alone  governs.  (And  if  the  proprietary 
rights  of  the  United  States  are  recognized  beyond  actual  use,  it  can 
only  be  because  the  common  law  of  riparian  rights  is  regarded  as 
in  force  in  all  jurisdictions  as  to  the  United  States  itself,  at  least.) 
Military  and  Indian  reservations  are  in  exclusive  government 
occupancy,  wherein  they  may  possibly  differ  from  the  forest  and 
other  reserved  areas,  which  are  intended  to  be  open  to  the  people. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  208.    Bights  of  Way  Over  UUitary  and  Indian  Beservations. 

Because  of  the  position  of  the  United  States  as  an  actual  occupant, 
the  question  in  the  law-books  regarding  military  and  Indian  res- 
ervations has  been  chiefly  as  to  its  water-rights.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  act  creating  the  forest  reserves  expressly  declares  that  rights 
to  water  in  forest  reserves  shall  be  governed  by  State  law,  so  that 
questions  of  water-rights  are  there  eliminated,  and  the  question 
has  instead  been  made  chiefly  one  of  rights  of  way.  Consequently 
questions  of  rights  of  way  upon  military  and  Indian  reservations 
are  borrowing  their  law  from  that  being  developed  in  the  forest  re- 
serves, as  hereafter  considered.* 

It  has  been  held  that  rights  of  way  over  military  and  Indian 
reservations  can  be  obtained  only  under  the  ** Right  of  Way  Acts,"  ? 
implying  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  1866  so  far  as  concerns  such  res- 
ervations, in  exclusive  government  occupation.' 

(3d  ed.) 

§  209.    Forest  Domain— Extent  of.— The  act  of  March  3,  1891, 

authorized  the  President  to  establish  forest  reserves,  now  called 

6  Jnfra,  see.  430  et  seq.,  how  an  ap-  Dec.  550.    Kern  Biver  Co.,  38  Land 

propmtion  is  made— Federal  system.  Dee.  302. 

•  TT.xa«.  X          i^        JT       n  "^  Regarding  irrigation  works  built 

^«iS"^^1.,®*^i^''•^^°^^2?l°J•flS?Q'  fey    the    United    States    for    use    of 

l?J'^/;^l^'*i?J™®i^'''^?^«^^  ?.'  Indians   on   reservations,   see   Session 

?L^rc?'  t;  T^*^  T^'^'^^o^i*  « I'  ,  '  Laws,  61st  Congress,  2d  Session 
Dee.  564;  27  Land  Dec.  421;  35  Land      (j^ioj^  ^  ^^q^  ^^^  ^  '431^  ^   17^ 

Wst«rBifht»— le 
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National  Forests.  The  first  created  was  the  Yellowstone  Park  Tim- 
ber Land  Reserve  proclaimed  by  President  Harrison  in  1891.  The 
matter  remained  much  in  abeyance  until  February,  1897,  when 
President  Cleveland  reserved  twenty-one  million  acres.  In  June 
of  that  year  the  Forest  Service  was  created  under  the  Interior  De- 
partment, being  by  act  of  February  1,  1905,  transferred  to  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.  The  reservation  of  timber  land  in- 
creased rapidly  by  executive  order,  allowed  in  the  act  of  Congress 
of  March  3,  1891,  under  which  practically  all  of  the  existing 
National  Forests  have  been  created  during  the  administrations  of 
President  Roosevelt.  In  an  act  of  March  4,  1907,  it  is  provided 
that  '*  hereafter  no  forest  reserve  shall  be  created,  nor  shall  any 
addition  be  made  to  one  heretofore  created  within  the  limits  of 
the  States  of  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Montana,  Colorado,  or 
Wyoming,  except  by  act  of  Congress."  The  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  create  or  enlai^  National  Forests  in  other  States  and 
in  the  Territories  is  unimpaired.  In  1910  the  area  in  the  forest 
domain  comprised  about  two  hundred  million  acres.  It  covers 
in  most  Western  States  a  large  portion  [such  as  in  California 
one- fourth]  of  the  State's  area.® 

The  law  of  forest  reserves  is  almost  wholly  in  the  making,  and 
anyone  dealing  with  rights  therein  should  acquaint  himself  with  the 
views  of  the  Forest  Service  by  direct  communication  with  its 
officers. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  210.  Waters  upon  Forest  Beserves.— The  Right  of  Way  Acts 
usually  provide  that  waters,  as  distinguished  from  rights  of  way, 
shall  remain  governed  by  State  law.®*  Thus  the  act  of  March 
3,  1891,*  provides  that  it  **  shall  not  be  construed  to  interfere  with 
the  control  of  water  for  irrigation  and  other  purposes  under  the 
authority  of  the  respective  States  and  Territories,'*  and  the  act 
of  February  26,  1897,^^  provides,  *'A11  reservoir  sites  reserved  or 


8  Supra,  sec.  197. 

The  Territorial  Engineer  of  New 
Mexico  said  in  Bulletin  215,  O.  E.  S., 
United  States  Dept.  of  Agriculture: 
"The  eleven  national  forests  in  the 
Territory  cover  some  8,500,000  acres 
of  the  best  timber  sections.  Of  this 
amount  500,000  acres  are  made  up  of 
fine  timber  and  1,000,000  acres  of 
dry-farming  land,   100,000  acres  are 


capable  of  irrigation,  6,500,000  acres 
are  good  for  grazing,  and  400,000 
acres  are  waste  lahd."  Within  the 
last  yeat  there  has  been  some  re-ad- 
justment to  eliminate  nonforest  land 
from  the  forest  reserves. 

8a  Supra,  sec.  176. 

»  26  Stat.,  c.  561.  p.  1095,  sec  18. 

10  29  Stat.  599,  c  335. 
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to  be  reserved  shall  be  open  to  use  and  occupation  under  the  Bight 
of  Way  Act  of  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-one." 

The  act  creating  the  Forest  Service  declares:  *'A11  waters  on 
such  reservations  may  be*  used  for  domestic,  mining,  milling  or 
irrigation  purposes,  under  the  laws  of  the  States  wherein  such 
forest  reservations  are  situated,  or  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  and  the  rules  and  regulations  established  thereunder."  ^^ 
The  Service  has  not  availed  itself  of  this  last  clause,  but  takes  the 
position,  as  yet,  that  the  States*  shall  control  the  waters.  The  Ser- 
Tice  has,  however,  secured  enactment  by  Congress  directly  affecting 
waters  upon  the  Black  Hills  Forest  Beserve,  expressly  denying  to 
private  patentees  of  land  thereafter  granted  in  the  reserve  any 
riparian  rights  in  streams  flowing  over  such  land.^^ 

In  view  of  the  position  hitherto  taken  by  the  Forest  Service,  that 
it  has  no  jurisdiction  over  waters,  questions  which  concern  us  have 
arisen  in  regard  to  rights  of  way  and  reservoir  sites.  It  would 
seem,  however,  that  the  right  of  access  is  a  determinative  factor 
in  water  law,  and  that  control  of  access  to  streams  is  in  fact  control 
of  the  streams  themselves.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  211.  Bights  of  Way  and  Beservoir  Sites  upon  Forest  Be- 
•ttves. — ^The  Forest  Service  rules  and  regulations  lay  down  a 
ayrtem  of  law  for  rights  of  way  and  reservoir  sites,  considered  at 
length  in  a  later  chapter." 

u  A.   C.  Jane   4,    1897,   30    Stat,  i>  Supra,  sec.  54;  infra,  sees.  225, 

11.  692,  access  to  T^'aters. 

tt  A.  C.  June  11, 1906,  34  Stat.  234.  i«  Infra,  sec.  430  et  seq. 

§§  212-220.     (Blank  numbers.) 
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8  230.     Water  partly  on  public  and  partly  on  private  land  in  California. 
8  231.     The  law  of  appropriation  of  diminishing  importance  in  California. 
8  232.    Water  on  private  land  in  Colorado. 
S  233.     Conclusions. 
8§  234-242.     (Blank  numbers.) 

A.     RIGHTS  OF  WAY  CANNOT  BE  APPROPRIATED  OVER  PRIVATE 

LAND. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  221.  Oeneful  Protection  of  Private  Land  Against  Ditch- 
building. — Despite  any  difference  under  the  Colorado  and  Cali- 
fornia doctrines  as  to  rights  in  water,  both  agree  to-day  that  an 
appropriator  must  have  lawful  access  to  the  stream  before  he  can 
exercise  water-rights.  Upon  public  land  the  United  States  is  to-day 
enforcing  this  principle  by  withdrawing  the  land,  as  set  forth  in 
the  preceding  chapter;  as  to  private  land  the  principle  is  to-day 
equally  clear  from  the  decisions,  which  now  in  all  jurisdictions  hold 
that  an  entry  upon  private  land  to  build  ditches  or  dams  or  other 
structures  or  work  is  a  plain  trespass  and  unlawful,  like  any 
trespass  upon  private  property.  An  appropriation  cannot  be  initi- 
ated unlawfully  by  a  trespass  upon  private  land,  and  no  rights 
can  be  obtained  thereby   against  the  landowner  whose  land  is 
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trespassed  upon,  in  any  jurisdiction.^    The  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States  held  that  an  appropriator  could  not  build  a  ditch 


1  Arisona, — Boquillas  etc.  Go.  v. 
Turtig  (Ariz.,  1909),  213  U.  S.  339, 
29  Sap.  Ct.  Rep.  493,  52  L.  Ed.  822. 
Compare  Biggs  v.  Utah  etc.  Co.,  7 
Ariz.  331,  64  Pac.  494. 

C<difomi<L — Vestal  v.  Young,  147 
Cal.  715,  721,  82  Pac.  381,  383;  Lux  v. 
Ha^n,  69  Cal.  255,  336,  344,  368,  10 
Pac.  674;  Weimar  v.  Lowery,  11  Cal. 
104,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  543 ;  Correa  v. 
Frietas,  42  Cal.  339,  2  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  336;  Titeomb  v.  Kirk,  51  Cal. 
2S8,  5  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  10;  Last 
Chanee  etc.  Co.  v.  Heilbron,  86  Cal.  1. 
26  Pae.  523;  Walker  v.  Emerson,  89 
Cal.  456,  26  Pac.  968 ;  BaU  v.  Eehl, 
95  Cal.  606,  30  Pac.  780;  Taylor  v. 
Abbott,  103  Ckl.  421,  37  Pac.  408; 
McGoire  ▼,  Brown,  106  Cal.  660,  670, 
39  Pac.  1060,  30  L.  R.  A.  384;  Los 
Angeles  ?.  Pomeroy,  125  Cal.  420,  58 
Pae.  69;  DaTis  v.  Martin,  157  Cal. 
657,  108  Pae.   866. 

Colorado, — Stewart  ▼.  Stevens,  10 
Colo.  445,  15  Pac.  786;  Crisman  v. 
Heiderer,  5  Colo.  596;  Tripp  v.  Over- 
acker,  7  Colo.  75,  1  Pac.  695;  Down- 
ing V.  More,  12  Colo.  318,  20  Pac. 
766;  Boglino  v.  Qiorgetta,  20  Colo. 
App.  338,  78  Pac.  612;  Nippel  y. 
Forker,  9  Colo.  App.  106,  47  Pac.  766, 
affinned  in  26  Colo.  74,  56  Pac.  577; 
Blake  ?.  Boye,  33  Colo.  55,  88  Pac. 
470  8  L.  R.  A.,  N.  8.,  418;  Baldridge 
T.  Leon  etc  Co.,  20  Colo.  App.  518, 
SO  Pae.  477;  Stemberger  v.  Seaton 
etc.  Co.  (1909),  45  Colo.  401,  102  Pac. 
168;  Welty  ▼.  Gibron,  42  Colo.  18,  93 
Pac.  1093;  United  States  etc.  Co.  v. 
fiaUegos,  89  Fed.  770,  32  C.  C.  A.  470; 
J^nrder  v.  Colorado  etc.  Co.  (Colo.  C. 
''.  A.),  181  Fed.  62. 

Idaho. — ^Le  Qnime  v.  Chambers,  15 
Idabo,  405,  98  Pfic.  415,  21  L.  R.  A., 
N.  8.,  76;  Swank  v.  Sweetwater  Irr. 
Co..  15  Idaho,  353,  98  Pac.  297.  See 
Btats.  1911,  c.  230  (lakes). 

If  on  (ana. — Noteware  v.  Steams,  1 
Mont,  311,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  650; 
SmHh  T.  Denniff,  24  Mont.  20,  81  Am. 
St  Rep.  408,  60  Pac.  398,  50  L.  R.  A. 
'41;  Prentice  v.  McKay,  38  Mont. 
114,  9S  Pac.  1081. 

.Vnc  Merico. — Vanderwork  v.  Hewes 
^N.  M.),  110  Pac.  567. 

S^hranlM. — Rasmussen  v.  Blust,  83 
Neb.  678,  120  N.  W.  184,  8.  C,  85 
Neb.  198,  133  Am.  St.  Rep.  650,  122 


N.  W.  862.  Injunction  is  the  proper 
remedy  for  preventing  one  without 
authority  so  to  do  from  crossing  the 
canal  of  an  irrigation  company  with 
a  lateral  for  the  purpose  or  carrying 
water  to  his  land  from  another  canaf. 
Castle  Rock  Irr.  Co.  v.  Jurisch,  67 
Neb.  377,  93  N.  W.  690. 

Texas, — See  Toyaho  etc.  Co.  v. 
Hutchins,  21  Tex.  Civ.  App.  274,  52 
8.  W.  101. 

Utah. — ^Willow  etc.  Co.  v.  Michael- 
son,  21  Utah,  248,  81  Am.  St.  Rep. 
687,  60  Pac.  943,  51  L.  R.  A.  280; 
Stalling  V.  Ferrin,  7  Utah,.  477,  27 
Pac.  686. 

Washington. — Weidensteiner  v.  Mal- 
ly,  55  ^ash.  79,  104  Pac.  143 ;  Atkin- 
son V.  Washington  Irr.  Co.,  44  Wash. 
75,  120  Am.  St.  Rep.  978,  86  Pac. 
1123. 

Wyoming. — Sterritt  v.  Young,  14 
Wyo.  146,  116  Am.  St.  Rep.  994,  82 
Pac.  946,  4  L.  R.  A.,  N.  8.,  169 ;  Mc- 
Phail  V.  Forney,  4  Wyo.  556,  33  Pac. 
773;  Healy  v.  Smith,  14  Wyo.  263, 
116  Am.  St.  Rep.  1004,  83  Pac.  583. 
Compare  McUqunoun  v.  Anthony  etc. 
Co.   (Wyo.),  104  Pac.  20. 

United  States  Supreme  Court, — 
In  Boquillas  etc.  Co.  v.  Curtis,  213 
U.  8.  339,  29  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.,  at  page 
495,  53  L.  Ed.  82^,  a  case  upholding, 
in  Arizona,  the  rejection  of  the  com- 
mon law  of  riparian  rights,  the  court 
recognizes  the  principle,  though  the 
facts  of  the  case  did  not  involve  it. 
Mr.  Justice  Holmes  said:  "A  final 
objection  urged  is  that  the  plaintiff's 
land  is  taken  without  compensation. 
It  would  seem  that  this  is  merely 
technical  in  this  case.  There  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  any  discussion 
of  the  point  below,  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  water  is  the  only  thing  that 
has  substantial  value  or  really  is 
eared  for.  But  the  plaintiff  is  author- 
ized to  have  his  damages  assessed  if 
he  desire  by  chapter  55,  section  4 
(now  Rev.  Stats.,  sec.  3202),  as  we 
have  mentioned.  We  think  that  it 
would  be  unjust  to  disturb  the  decree 
on  this  ground,  although  in  other  cir- 
cumstances the  objection  might  be 
grave."  See,  also,  .Jonnison  v.  Kirk, 
98  U.  S.  453,  25  L.  Ed.  240,  4  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  504;  Sturr  v.  Beck,  133  U. 
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over  a  prior  located  mining  claim,  or,  if  he  does,  the  hydraulic 
miner  may  wash  it  away.^ 

This  applies  equally  to  changes  in  point  of  diversion,  place  of 
use,  means  of  use,  or  purpose  of  use,  where  land  that  was  public 
at  the  time  of  creating  the  appropriation  has  passed  into  private 
hands  at  the  time  of  the  change.  While  the  appropriator  may 
change  his  place  of  diversion,  manner,  means,  place  and  purpose 
of  use  at  will  upon  public  land,  yet  if  in  any  way  this  injures 
rights  already  in  private  hands  (and  a  change  is  per  se  an  injury 
on  private  land),®  it  cannot  be  done  at  all;*  and  a  change  of  a 
ditch  originally  built  upon  public  land  to  another  place  on  the 
land,  or  an  enlargement  of  it  after  the  land  has  passed  into  private 
hands,  is  absolutely  prohibited.* 

A  permit  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  or  from  the  State 
Engineer  is  of  no  avail.' 

Rights  of  way  over  private  land  may,  of  course,  be  obtained  by 
condemnation  for  public  use,  and  under  a  recent  decision  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  this  applies,  under  certain 
circumstances,  to  a  ditch  built  for  one's  private  irrigation  alone; 
as  considered  at  length  in  the  chapter  upon  eminent  domain*^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  222.  Consistently  the  CaMomia  Law. — ^The  general  prin- 
ciple was  early  established  in  California  that  the  law  of  possessory 
'  rights  (that  is,  the  law  of  appropriation)  applied  only  to  vacant, 
unoccupied  public  domain,  and  must  infringe  nothing  to  which 
private  rights  had  already  attached  at  the  time  of  the  appropria- 
tion. Miners  could  not  appropriate  water  already  claimed  by  other 
private  parties,  even  though  not  miners ;  no  mines  could  be  located 
for  mineral  upon  lands  owned  by  private  parties ;  *  no  water  could 


S.  541,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  350,  33  L.  Ed. 
761. 

See,  also,  cases  tnfra,  sec.  259  et 
soq.,  "prior  settlers,"  and  infra,  sees. 
4:iS,  499,  502,  505,  "change  of  ditch  or 
point  of  diversion." 

2  Jennison  v.  Kirk,  98  U.  S.  453, 
25  L.  Ed.  240,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  504; 
Miocene  etc.  Co.  y.  Jacobson,  2  Alaska, 
573. 

a  Vestal  V.  Young,  infra, 

4  Ivfrdf  sec.  498. et  seq. 

5  Ibid,  See,  esi)eciallv,  McGuirev. 
Brown,  lOG  Cal.  660,  39  Pac.  1060, 
30  L.  R.  A.  884 ;  Vestal  v.  Young,  147 
Cal.    715,    82    Pac.    381;    Vestal    v. 


Young,  147  Cal.  721,  82  Pac.  383; 
Weidensteiner  v.  Mally  (1909), 
55  Wash.  79,  104  Pac.  143;  V^eltv  v. 
Gibson,  42  Colo.  18,  93  Pac.  1093; 
Snyder  v.  Colorado  etc,  Co.  (C.  C.  A. 
Colo.),  181  Fed.  62. 

0  Baldridge  v.  Leon  etc.  Co.,  20 
Colo.  App.  518,  80  Pac.  477;  Vander- 
work  V.  Hewes  (N.  M.),  110  Pac.  567. 
See  infraf  sees.  1193,  1194,  authority 
of  State  Engineer;  vested  nghts  pro- 
tected. 

7  Infra,  sec.  607  et  seq. 

8  Boggs  V.  Merced  M.  Co.,  14  Cal. 
279,  10  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  334. 
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be  diverted  from  private  land  over  which  it  flowed.*  The  Califor- 
nia court  always  guarded  against  the  extension  to  private  land  of 
the  peculiar  character  of  rights  on  the  public  domain  lest  ^'its 
practical  application  would  result  in  a  system  of  judicial  condemna- 
tion of  the  property  of  one  citizen  to  answer  an  assumed  paramount 
necessity  or  convenience  of  another  citizen."  ^^ 

The  act  of  Congress  of  1866,  upon  which  the  law  of  appropria- 
tion in  California  rests,  expressly  declares  that  the  doctrine 'shall 
not  apply  to  allow  entries  on  private  land,  for  it  says:  '*But  when? 
ever  any  person,  in  the  construction  of  any  ditch  or  canal,  injures 
or  damages  the  possession  of  any  settler  upon  the  public  domain, 
the  party  committing  such  injury  or  damage  shall  be  liable  to  the 
party  injured  for  such  injury  or  damage,''"  and,  though  it  has 
been,  contended  to  be  a  permission  to  enter  on  payment  of  dam- 
ages, like  the  early  California  Possessory  and  Indemnity  Acts,*^ 
the  contention  failed,  as  did  those  early  California  acts,  and  the 
provision  instead  was  held  to  prohibit  entries  on  private  land  (even 
possessory  agricultural  claims)  absolutely,  so  far  as  it  lay  with 
Congress.** 

The  landowner  need  show  no  actual  damage  against  the  tres- 
passer ;  it  is  enough  that  his  land  is  being  entered  upon ;  the  rule  of 
injuria  sine  damno  applies.*^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  223.  Early  Conflict  in  the  Colorado  Law— Yunker  v.  Nich- 
ols.— But  the  early  law  of  the  younger  States,  under  the  lead  of 
Colorado,  diverged  widely  from  this.  Instead  of  appropriators,  as 
trespassers  on  public  land,  having,  as  in  early  California,  to  defend 
themselves  against  the  ''legitimate"  title  of  land  patents,  the  ques- 
tion arose  in  Colorado  only  after  that  protection  was  given  by 


•  Crandall  v.  Woods,  8  Cal.  136,  1 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  604. 

10  Grejjrorv  v.  Nelson,  41  Cal.  278, 
at  290,  12  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  124. 

n  U.  S.  Rev.  Stats.,  sec.  2339. 

12  Supra^  sec.  85. 

13  Jennison  v.  Kirk,  98  U.  S.  453, 
2.5  L.  Ed.  240,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  504; 
McOuire  v.  Brown,  106  Cal.  668,  39 
Pac.  1060,  30  L.  R.  A.  384.  See,  also, 
as  to  this  proviso,  Titcomb  v.  Kirk, 
51  Cal.  288,  5  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  10; 
Jacob  V.  Lorenz,  98  Cal.  335,  33  Pac. 
119;  Woodniflf  v.  North  Bloomfield 
CcL,  18  Fed.  753,  9  Saw.  441. 

The  same  proviso   appears  in  the 


Right  of  Way  Act  of  March  3,  1891 
(A.  C.  26  Stats.  1095),  providing, 
"Whenever  any  person  or  corporation 
in  the  construction  of  any  canal,  ditch, 
or  reservoir  injures  or  damages  the 
possession  of  any  settler  on  the  public 
domain,  the  party  committing  such 
injury  or  damage  shall  be  liable  to 
the  party  injured  for  such  injury  or 
damage."    " 

14  Vestal  V.  Young,  147  Cal.  715, 
82  Pac.  381,  and  Vestal  v.  Young, 
147  Cal.  721,  82  Pac.  383,  and  infra, 
sec.  642. 

See,  generally,  the  historical  chap- 
ter, 8upra,  c  5. 
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the  act  of  1866^  and  then  private  landowners  or  patentees  were,  m 
the  younger  States,  hard  put  to  it  to  defend  themselves  against 
appropriatoTs ;  for  the  law  in  these  younger  States  proceeded  to 
raise  appropriators  over  the  landowners  in  all  respects. 

Early  apses  in  Colorado  had  held  that  an  appropriation  could 
always  be  made  on  private  land,  even  against  the  will  of  the  land- 
owner. The  first  case  in  Colorado  upon  waters  involved  this  point 
of  violating  private  land  by  irrigators,  the  case  of  Yunker  v. 
Nichols.^^  In  this  case  the  three  judges  gave  separate  opinions,  as 
follows:  "But  here  the  law  has  made  provision  for  this  necessity 
by  withholding  from  the  landowner  the  absolute  dominion  of  his 
estate,  which  would  enable  him  to  deny  the  right  of  others  to  enter 
upon  it  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  needed  supplies  of  water. 
....  It  may  be  said  that  all  lands  are  held  in  subordination  to 
the  dominant  right  of  others,  who  must  necessarily  pass  over  them 
to  obtain  a  supply  of  water  to  irrigate  their  own  lands,  and  this 
servitude  arises,  not  by  grant,  but  by  operation  of  law."  Per 
Judge  Hallett,  who  seems  to  have  thought  that  a  certain  statute  ^* 
allowed  this  without  condemnation.  But  Belford,  J.,  places  the 
decision  on  the  ground  that  .on  the  facts  there  was  a  license  to 
build  the  ditch,  which,  being  acted  upon,  was  irrevocable  in  equity, 
and  this  was  a  proper  treatment  of  the  case.  He  adds,  however, 
some  words  similar  to  those  above  quoted  from  Judge  Hallett,  but 
in  a  vein  that  indicates  that  he  thought  it  was  in  some  analogy  to 
eminent  domain  proceedings:  '*The  construction  of  a  ditch  for 
irrigating  purposes  seems  to  me  to  rest  on  principles  analogous  to 
those  which  sustain  the  right  of  a  private  way  over  the  land 
of  another,"  but  thinks  that  condemnation  procedure  may  be 
waived  by  the  acts  of  the  parties,  and  says  it  was  so  in  this  case ; 
but  then  again  adds  that  he  justifies  his  decision  on  the  ground  of 
necessity,  though  **I  am  fully  aware  that  courts  should  be  slow  to 
justify  their  decisions  on  the  ground  of  necessity."  Wells,  J.,  says 
that  the  decision  should  be  placed  solely  on  the  ground  that  each 
landowner  has  a  right  of  way  of  necessity  across  the  land  of  another 
to  water.  (Similar  decisions  were  made  in  other  early  cases.)" 
Statutes  have  been  passed  to  the  same  eflfect.** 

15  1  Colo.  551,  8  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  IT  Schilling    v.    Rominger,    4    Colo. 

64.  104,    109;    Branagan    v.    Dulaney,    8 

18  Law8  of  1861,  page  67,  Revised  Colo.  413,  8  Pae.  669. 

Statutes,  363.     This  act  is  more  par-  ^^  Statutes    enacting    the    principle 

ticularly  considered  supra,  sec.  119.  of  Yunker  v.  Nichols,  that  is,  of  gen- 
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Another  ground  on  which  this  universal  right  of  entry  on  pri- 
vate land  to  divert  streams  for  irrigation  was  given  ^^  as  being  that 
the  United  States,  by  sanctioning  the  law  of  appropriation,  not  only 
reserved  from  its  land  grants  existing  appropriations  and  diver- 
sions, but  also  a  right  of  entry  for  any  member  of  the  public  in 
the  future  to  make  appropriations  thereafter. 


f 


,3d  ed.) 


224.  Tunker  v.  Nichols  No  Longer  Followed. — The  weight  of 
authority  in  Colorado  and  similar  jurisdictions  now  clearly  de- 
clares that  the  foregoing  is  no  longer  the  law. 

In  Crisman  v.  Heiderer  ^  it  was  held  that  the  decision  in  Tunker 
V.  Nichols  should  be  confined  **to  the  narrowest  limits";  adding, 
''it  has  been  well  said  that  the  necessity  of  one  man's  business 
eannot  be  made  the  standard  of  another  man's  right."  And  since 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution  this  is  recognized  in  Colorado  as  a 
taking  of  property  that  can  be  done  only  by  condemnation  on 
eminent  domain  proceedings,  now  specially  provided  for  such 
cases.^^  In  a  case  construing  the  law  of  Colorado,  the  United 
States  circuit  court  of  appeals  says:  ''The  appellant  owns  all  the 
land  on  both  banks  of  this  river.  Regardless  of  its  right  to  the 
water,  it  has  the  undoubted  right  to  the  undisturbed  and  exclusive 
poflsession  of  its  land ;  and  the  appellees  can  divert  no  water  with- 
out entering  upon  and  leading  it  across  this  land  and  committing  a 
continuing  trespass  upon  it."    Injunction  granted,^  adding  that 


«nU  free  right  of  entry  on  private 
land  to  build  irriffation  worka  or  to 
change  or  enlarge  existing  works  with- 
al consent  or  compensation: 

Arigona, — Const.,  art.  1,  see.  17,  is 
■imUar  in  this  to  tliat  of  Colorado. 

Cicada. — M.  A.  S.,  sees.  2256, 
2257,  2261,  2263,  3158;  Const.,  art. 
-.  we.  14.  But  see  Const.,  art.  2, 
Kf.  15;  art.  16,  sec.  7;  M.  A.  8.,  sees. 
l'2o6,  3158. 

Idaho. — ^McLean's  Idaho  Rev.  Codes, 
«cs.  3300.  3305 ;  Rev.  Stats.  1887,  sec. 
^181;  avil  Code,  sec.  2549  et  seq.;  11 
Terr.  Sess.  (1881)  269;  Laws  1889,  p. 
3^0.  sec  10. 

Montana. — Comp.  Stats.  1887,  sec. 
1240.  But  see  Prentice  v.  McKay,  38 
Mont.  114,  98  Pac.  1081. 

Sorth  Dakota. — Comp.  Laws  1887, 
wr.  203O. 

Oklahoma. — Const.  1907,  art.  2,  sec. 
23. 


South  Dakota. — Bev.  Codes,  Pol. 
Code,  sec.  2564. 

Washington, — ^Pierce's  Codes,  sec. 
5124  et  seq. 

Wyoming, — See   Sterritt  v.   Young, 

14  Wyo.  146,  116  Am.  St.  Rep.  994,  82 
Pac.  946,  4  L.  R.  A.,  N.  8.,  169. 

This  list  is  probably  not  complete. 

Compare  the  statutes  infra,  enact- 
ing the  principle  of  Clark  v.  Nash,  ex- 
tending the  power  of  eminent  domain 
to  private  ditch  building,  making  com- 
pensation.   Infra,  sec.  609. 

19  Tynon  v.  Despain,  22  Colo.  240, 
43  Pac.  1039. 

20  5  Colo.  596. 

21  Stewart  v.  Stevens,  10  Colo.  445, 

15  Pac.  786. 

22  United  States  etc.  Co.  v.  Gal- 
legos,  89  Fed.  770,  32  C.  C.  A.  470. 

Accord,  Snvder  v.  Colorado  etc.  Co. 
(Colo.  C.  C.  A.),  181  Fed.  62. 
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nothing  in  the  constitution  or  statutes  of  Colorado  gives  one  the 
right  to  make  an  appropriation  against  a  landowner  by  trespassing 
on  his  land;  and  the  State  courts  of  Colorado  now  also  so  hold.^ 
In  one  recent  case  ^*  it  was  held  that  even  an  act  of  Congress  ^ 
gives  no  right  over  private  land,  even  though  filings  were  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  Yunker  v.  Nichols  is  confined 
to  the  point  of  executed  panel  license,  which  is  all  it  really  decided.' 

The  case  above  referred  to  as  asserting  a  reserved  right  of  entry 
as  a  matter  of  construction  of  Federal  land  grants  was  explained 
away,2  as  being  decided  upon  the  fact  of  'priority  of  the  ditch 
to  the  time  of  vesting  of  the  land  grant,  and  not  as  permitting  an 
entry  subsequent  to  such  vesting,  or  as  declaring  private  lands 
subject  to  indiscriminate  irrigation  ditches  in  the  future.* 

In  a  recent  Colorado  case  it  was  strongly  said  that  the  right 
to  build  a  ditch  over  another's  private  lands  is  an  entirely  different 
question  from  that  of  riparian  right  to  water;  and  that  if  defend- 
ant has  taken  plaintiff's  land  for  a  right  of  way  for  a  ditch, 
plaintiff  may  obtain  appropriate  relief  in  court,  irrespective  of  any 
question  of  plaintiff's  right  to  the  water.*  Another  recent  ruling 
in  the  Federal  court  for  Colorado  is  that  if  a  ditch  is  wrongfully 
built  upon  private  land,  it  is  entitled  to  no  protection  against 
tunneling  by  the  landowner,  causing  seepage  from  the  ditch.*  In 
Idaho  it  was  recently  likewise  said:  ''If  the  land  on  which  this 
spring  was  located  had  Already  been  patented  before  the  location 
by  appellants,  then  a  different  question  would  arise,  because  appel- 
lants would  have  been  trespassers  in  entering  upon  the  land  for 
the  purpose  of  locating,  appropriating,  and  diverting  the  water 
unless  they  first  had  acquired  a  license  or  easement  so  to  do."® 


23  Cases  cited  at  the  beginning  of 
this  chapter. 

24  Baldridge  v.  Leon  etc.  Ck).,  20 
Colo.  App.  518,  80  Pac.  477. 

25  Of  March  3,  1891. 

1  Morrison's  Mining  Rights,  12th 
ed.,  p.  185 ;  MiUs  on  Irrigation,  p.  273, 
note  17.  As  to  executed  parol  license, 
see  infra,  sec.  556. 

2  Tynon  v.  Despain  as  construed  in 
Blake  v.  Boye,  38  Colo.  55,  88  Pac. 
470,  8  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  418.  See,  also, 
Atkinson  v.  Washington  Irr.  Co., 
44  Wash.  75,  120  Am.  St.  Rep.  978, 
86  Pac.  1123. 

8  M.  A.  S.  (Colo.),  sec,  3158,  pro- 
hibits building  a  ditch  over  a  mining 
claim  without  condemnation. 


4  Sternberger    ▼.    Seaton    etc.    Co. 
(1909),  45  Colo.  401,  102  Pac.  168. 

5  Snyder  v.  Colo.  etc.  Co.  (C.  C. 
A.),  181  Fed.  62. 

0  Le  Quime  v.  Chambers,  15  Idaho, 
405,  98  Pac.  415,  21  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S., 
76.  In  another  late  Idaho  case  it  was 
held  that  the  fact  that  a  party  has 
located  a  water-ri^ht  and  filed  his  no- 
tice thereof  in  accordance  with  law 
does  not  give  him  any  right  to  build 
dit(;hes  and  canals  across  the  lands  of 
others  until  he  .has  acquired  the  ease- 
ment and  right  of  way  therefor  either 
by  purchase  or  condemnation.  The 
ownership  of  a  water-right  does  not 
necessarily  imply  that  the  ownership 
of  the  ditch  through  which  the  water 
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This  applies  to  enlarging  an  existing  ditch  upon  private  land, 
as  well  as  to  building  a  new  one  there.'' 

That  an  appropriation  cannot  be  made  by  hostile  entry  upon 
private  land  is  also  held  in  Utah,^  and  in  other  States  generally, 
as  cited  at  the  beginning  of  this  chapter.^ 

A  recent  case  in  Montana  says:  **The  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Montana  have  recognized  the  right  of  an  individual  to 
acquire  the  use  of  water  by  appropriation ;  *®  but  neither  has  au- 
thorized, nor,  indeed,  could  authorize,  one  person  to  go  upon  the 
private  property  of  another  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  appro- 
priation, except  by  condemnation  proceedings.  The  general  gov- 
ernment has  merely  authorized  the  prospective  appropriator  to  go 
upoD  the  public  domain  for  the  purpose  of  making  his  appropria- 
tion, and  the  statutes  of  this  State  only  apply  to  appropriations 
made  on  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  State,  and 
to  such  as  are  made  by  individuals  who  have  riparian  rights  either 
as  owners  of  riparian  lands  or  through  grants  from  |uch  owners. 
This  is  the  doctrine  announced  in  Smith  v.  Denniflf,^*  where  the 
court  further  said :  *  A  trespasser  on  riparian  land  cannot  lawfully 
exercise  there  any  right  to  such  water  or  acquire  any  right  therein 
by  virtue  of  section  1880  et  seq.  of  the  Civil  Code  of  1895. '  ^^  in 
the  same  .opinion  this  court  also  said:  'One  may  not  acquire  a 


flows  is  vested  in  the  same  person. 
Swank  v.  Sweetwater  Irr.  Co.,  15 
Idaho,  353,  98  Pac.  297,  the  court  say- 
ing: "The  fact  that  a  party  has  a 
water-rieht  gives  him  no  right  to  enter 
the  lanas  of  others  for  the  purpose 
of  eonstnicting  ditches  and  canals 
across  them,  except  over  public  lands 
of  the  United  States.  He  must  ob- 
tain that  easement  and  right  of  way 
either  by  purchase  or  condemnation." 

7  Welty  V.  Gibson,  42  Colo.  18,  93 
Pw.  1093;  Snyder  v.  Colorado  etc.  Co. 
(C.  C.  A.  Colo.),  181  Fed.  62.  Infra, 
iec.  496  et  seq.,  "changes." 

*  Section  2780,  Compiled  Laws  of 
Utah  of  1888,  provided  that  a  "nat- 
onil  stream  or  other  natural  source 
of  supply'*  could  be  appropriated. 
The  conrt  construed  this  to  mean  one 
**flowing  or  situated  upon  lands  over 
fhioh  the  sovereignty  has  domain,  or 
which  forms  a  part  of  the  public 
domain,  and  not  to  streams  or  springs 
or  other  waters  rising  through  per- 
colation upon  land  after  it  has  been 


segregated  from  the  public  domain 
and  the  title  thereto  has  passed  into 
private  ownership."  Willow  Creek  etc. 
Co.  v.  Michaelson,  21  Utah,  248,  81 
Am.  St.  Rep.  687,  60  Pac.  943,  51  L. 
B.  A.  280.  See,  also.  Stalling  v.  Fer- 
rin,  7  Utah,  477,  quoted  supra,  sec. 
185. 

®  Compare  the  Wyoming  case  of 
Mcllquhoun  v.  Anthony  etc.  Co.  (Wyo. 
1909),  104  Pac.  20,  where  it  was 
claimed  that  public  policy  gave  cattle 
and  sheep  men  a  right  of  way  over 
private  land  in  Wyoming  to  reach 
grazing  lands  on  the  public  domain; 
but  the  court  held  to  the  contrary. 

10  Citing,  inter  alia,  U.  S.  Rev. 
Stats.,  sees.  2339,  2340  (U.  S.  Comp. 
Stats.  1901,  p.  1437);  Mont.  Rev. 
Codes,  sec.  4840  et  seq. 

11  24  Mont.  22,  81  Am.  St.  Rep. 
408,  60  Pac.  398,  50  L.  R.  A.  741. 

1^  Citing  section.  4840  et  seq..  Rev. 
Codes.  Alta  Land  Co.  v.  Hancock,  85 
Cal.  219,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  217,  24  Pac. 
645. 


^ 
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water-right  on  the  land  of  another  without  acquiring  an  easement 
in  such  land.'  "*' 

Such,  also,  was  the  civil  law,"  and  the  early  New  Mexico  law 
based  thereon.*' 

(3d  ed.) 

§  225.  Access  to  the  Stream  a  Determinative  Factor  in  the 
Law  of  Watercourses. — Concerning  the  principle  of  Tunker  v. 
Nichols,  which  does  not  now  seem  in  force  anywhere,  it  is  said^' 
to  have  placed  a  grievous  burden  upon  the  ownership  of  valley 
lands  because  of  ^'the  liability  to  which  his  land  is  exposed  of 
having  ditches  or  canals  constructed  across  it  without  his  consent, 
for  the  purpose  of  conducting  water  from  the  stream  to  more  dis- 
tant lands."  Commenting  upon  a  statute  enacting  the  principle 
the  same  writer  says — that  it  **is  invalid  seems  hardly  to  admit 
of  doubt."  *''  Such  attempted  reservation  from  land  titles  in  favor 
of  indiscriminate  irrigation  ditch  building  in  the  future  is  similar 
to  the  attemjjted  reservation  in  the  early  California  Possessory  Act 
in  favor  of  miners ;  and  the  refusal  of  the  Colorado  court  to  adhere 
to  it  is  like  the  refusal  of  the  California  court  to  give  full  force 
to  the  Possessory  Act.*^    It  was  rather  a  socialistic  doctrine,  for- 


18  Prentiee  ▼.  McKay,  38  Mont.  114, 
198  Pac.  1081. 

14  "If  the  aceguia  shall  cross  the 
land  of  another,  or  the  crown  lands,  or 
the  land  common  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  pueblo,  a  license  from  the  private 
owner,  or  from  the  king,  or  from  the 
town  council,  is  indispensable."  Esch- 
riche,  **Acequia** — quoted  in  liox  v. 
Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674. 

The  Spanish  Philippine  Code  con- 
tained in  articles  407  to  425  the  usual 
civil-law  provisions  concerning  waters. 
Article  414  provided:  "No  one  may 
enter  private  property  in  search  of 
waters,  or  make  use  of  them  without 
permission  from  their  owners." 

15  In  New  Mexico  Compiled  Laws, 
section  17  (enacted  in  1874),  it  was 
provided  that  "all  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  shall 
have  the  right  to  construct  either  pri- 
vate or  common  acequias,  and  to  take 
the  ¥raiter  for  said  acequias  from 
wherever  they  can,  with  the  distinct 
understanding  to  *  pay  the  owner 
through  whose  land  said  acequias  have 
to  pass  a  just  compensation  for  the 
land  used,"  evidently  meaning  emi- 
nent domain  condemnation. 


16  Black's  Pomeroy  on  Water  Rights, 
p.  222. 

IT  Ibid.,  p.  207. 

Substituting  .in  the  following  the 
word  "appropriatable"  for  "naviga- 
ble," a  succinct  statement  of  the  rule 
is  deduced.  "But  as  these  so-called 
navigable  ('appropriatable')  waters 
are  wholly  surrounded  by  the  lands  of 
plaintiff,  and  as  it  is  not  asserted  and 
indeed  it  would  require  much  rashness 
and  temerity  to  assert,  that  the  public 
has  a  right  to  invade  and  cross  pri- 
vate lands  to  reach  navigable  ('appro- 
pria table')  waters,  a  lawful  mode  of 
ingress  and  approach  to  these  navi- 
gable ('appropriatable')  waters  be- 
came necessary."  Mr.  Justice  Hen- 
ehaw,  in  Bolsa  etc.  v.  Burdick,  151 
Cal.  254,  90  Pac  532,  12  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  275. 

18  Supra,  sec.  85. 

"What  value  would  there  be  to  a 
title  in  one  man,  with  a  right  of  in- 
vasion in  the  whole  world?"  Judge 
Field  asked  in  Boggs  v.  Merced  Min. 
Co.,  14  CaL,  at  379,  10  Morr.  Min. 
Kep.  334. 
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getting  that  we  have  constitutions  guaranteeing  private  property 
rights,  to  say  that  if  you  want  another  man's  property  badly 
enough  you  have  only  to  take  it,  or  that  a  court  will  listen  to  an 
argument  thdt  you  have  a  greater  desire  or  necessity  to  possess 
my  property  than  I  have.  If  it  is  for  a  public  purpose  and  you 
pay  for  it,  yes ;  and  that  the  law  allows  to-day.** 

The  right  to  be  protected  in  the  use  of  water  as  an  incident  to 
the  land  (the  riparian  right)  is,  as  in  the  next  section  set  forth, 
refused  recognition  in  Colorado;  but  the  right  to  be  protected 
against  trespass  as  an  incident  to  the  ownership  of  land,  while  at 
first  cast  off  with  the  riparian  right,  is  now  restored  to  the  land- 
owner. It  would  be  a  taking  of  land  without  due  process  of  law 
to  permit  others  to  seize  rights  of  way  over  it;  the  California 
doctrine  merely  carries  this  also  to  seizing  the  use  of  water  that 
is  incident  to  the  land. 

Indeed,  it  is  the  fact  of  access  to  the  stream  without  trespass, 
which  forms  the  basis  of  the  law  of  riparian  rights  both  at  civil 
law  and  common  law,  for  oixly  riparian  owners  have  natural  access 
to  the  stream  as  a  f  act.^  So  long  as  the  bordering  lands  are  public 
and  unreserved,  there  is  free  access  to  the  stream ;  but  whetf  the 
lands  become  settled  up,  and  nonriparian  owners  have  no  access  to 
the  stream,  the  Colorado  doctrine  must  provide  some  elaborate 
system  for  condemnation  of  rights  of  way.  As  settlement  ad- 
vances, nonriparian  owners  will  be  forced  to  resort  to  condemnation 
against  riparian  owners  just  as  where  the  law  of  riparian  rights 
prevails,  excepting  only  that  damages  need,  not  be  paid  for  the 
water  but  only  for  the  right  of  way.  It  resolves  itself  into  the 
ultimate  fact  that,  after  all,  riparian  owners  have  certain  natural 
rights,  owing  to  their  position  with  relation  to  the  stream  as  a 
natural  resource,  that  are  rooted  in  nature  and  are  of  too  deep  an 
import  to  be  wholly  disregarded  under  any  system  of  law.  Say 
what  one  will  about  modifying  the  water  law  to  meet  necessities, 
in  the  end  we  find  that  it  is  the  fact  of  nature  which  governs,  and 
will  not  modify  by  court  decree. 

When  the  riparian  lands  are  well  settled,  the  lack  of  access  to 
the  stream  (except  by  condemning  under  the  riparian  owner)  will 
exclude  nonriparian  owners  from  the  stream  under  the  law  of  ap- 
propriation as  well  as  under  the  law  of  riparian  rights ;  the  difPer- 

^  Infra,  e.  26.  20  Supra,  sec  64;   infra,  sec.   692 

et  seq. 
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ence  being  that  the  common  law  seeks  to  preserve  equality  among 
all  who  have  natural  access  (the  riparian  owners)  while  the  law 
of  appropriation,  because  of  its  origin  in  an  unsettled  region,  holds 
to  the  principle  of  exclusive  right  by  priority,  or  ** first  come  first 
served."^*  As  settlement  advances,  the  law  of  appropriation  must 
necessarily  retreat  with  the  public  lands;  and  as  public  lands  bor- 
dering on  streams  are  withdrawn  by  settlement,  or  by  Federal  with- 
drawal from  entry,  the  law  of  appropriation  will  feel  the  eflFect  of 
the  determinative  force  of  the  right  of  access  upon  any  system  of 
water  law. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  226.  Exception  in  Favor  of  Oovemment  Ditches. — ^As  ap- 
plicable throughout  the  West  it  may  be  noted  that  an  act  of  Con- 
gress^ has  the  effect  of  reserving  a  perpetual  easement  and  right 
of  way  to  the  government  for  ditches  and  canals  that  might  there- 
after be  constructed  by  authority  of  the  government  over  lands 
which  have  been  entered  and  patented  subsequent  to  the  passage 
of  the  act  or  that  shall  be  patented  hereafter.  In,  other  words,  all 
private  lands,  hereafter  patented,  or  patented  since  1890,  have 
been  held  to  be  subject  to  government  ditch  building.^ 

A  California  statute  is  to  the  same  effect  regarding  ditch  build- 
ing by  the  United  States  upon  State  lands  hereafter  patented.^ 


21  For  settled  regions  the  law  of 
prior  appropriation  resolves  itself  into 
a  system  of  priority  between  riparian 
owners,  where  the  common  law  seeks 
equality  between  them.  See  supra, 
■ee.  51  et  seq.,  "the  law  confined  to 
natural  resources." 

22  August  30,  1890,  26  Stat.  391;  6 
Fed.  Stats.  Ann.  508;  U.  S.  Comp. 
Stats.  1901,  p.  1570. 

23  Green  v.  Wilhite,  160  Fed.  756; 
Same  v.  Same,  14  Idaho,  238,  93  Pac. 
971.  The  act,  a  proviso  found  in  the 
sundry  Civil  Appropriation  Act  of 
Congress  of  August  30,  1890  (26  Stat. 
391,  c.  837;  6  Fed,  Stats.  Ann.  608 
(U.  S.  Comp.  Stats.  1901,  p.  1570), 
reads  as  follows:  "That  in  aU  patents 
for  lands  hereafter  taken  up  under 
axiy  of  the  land  laws  of  the  United 


States,  or  on  entries  or  claims  vali- 
dated by  this  act,  west  of  the  one 
hundredth  meridian,  it  shall  be  ex- 
pressed that  there  is  reserved  f  ronv  the 
land  in  said  patent  described  a  right 
of  way  thereon  for  ditches  or  canals 
constructed  by  the  authority  of  the 
United  States." 

The  land  office  has  ruled  that  this 
applies  also  to  allowing  the  United 
States  to  build  a  reclamation  ditch 
over  a  railroad  located  since  1890.  36 
Land  Dec.  482.  But  the  Idaho  court 
held  that  the  land  office  was  in  error. 
Minidoka  etc.  Co.  v.  Weymouth 
(Idaho),  113  Pac.  456. 

24  Cal.  Stats.  1907,  p.  848.  See 
Cal.  Stats.  1911,  c.  426,  regarding 
rights  of  way  for  municipalitiea. 


if  m,  228  Ch.lO.    WATERS  ON  PRIVATE  LAND.  (3ded.)  255 

B.    WATER  ON  PRIVATE  LAND. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  227.  Difference  in  California  and  Colorado  as  to  Water  on 
Private  Land. — While  all  jurisdictions  to-day  join  in  prohibiting 
hostile  entry  upon  private  land  to  appropriate  water,  they  are 
divided  into  two  classes,  already  considered,  with  regard  to  draw- 
ing water  out  of  another's  private  land  by  going  elsewhere  for  the 
purpose.  The  California  doctrine,  recognizing  in  the  private  land- 
owner riparian  rights,  prohibits  diversion  of  water  from  the  private 
land  by  nonriparian  owners  or  for  nonriparian  use,  even  if  entry 
upon  the  stream  is  made  upon  other  land  above  the  complaining 
landowner.  The  law  of  appropriation  is  wholly  confined  in  Cali- 
fornia to  entry  upon  and  waters  flowing  over  public  land.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  Colorado  the  law  of  prior  appropriation  applies  to 
all  waters,  whether  flowing  over  public  or  private  land,  so  long  as 
an  actual  trespaifo  is  not  made  upon  the  land  itself  of  the  complain- 
ing landowner. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  228.  Water  Flowing  Over  or  by  Private  Land  cannot  be 
Appropriated  in  California. — Congress,  by  the  act  of  1866,  con- 
firmed and  granted  to  the  pioneers  their  rights,  and  held  the  public 
lands  open  to  free  appropriation  of  water,  subject  to  local  rules, 
which  local  rules  in  California  are  enacted,  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, for  the  public  domain  in  the  Civil  Code  (sections  1410- 
1422) ;  but  the  United  States  did  this  only  for  its  own  lands — the 
public  lands.  The  California  law  of  appropriation  of  water  is  in 
this  the  same  as  the  mining  law  in  nature  and  history,  and  the 
system  does  not  sanction  free  appropriation  as  a  perpetual  right 
regarding  waters  on  private  land  any  more  than  the  mining  stat- 
utes confer  any  right  to  minerals  there.  Under  the  California  doc- 
trine, the  private  landowner  has  the  right  of  a  riparian  proprietor 
to  have  the  stream  (so  far  as  it  is  or  may  be  beneficial  to  his  land) 
remain  flowing  by  his  land,  whether  using  it  or  not,  against  all  the 
world  excepting  only  other  riparian  owners  also  owning  land  along 
the  same  stream  and  taking  water  for  the  use  thereof  (and  except- 
ing also  diversions  made  while  his  land  was  public,  and  before  title 
passed  into  private  hands).  It  is  the  essence  of  the  California 
doctrine  that,  as  a  general  principle,  no  appropriation,  properly 
speaidng,  can  be  made  of  water  flowing  over  or  by  private  land, 
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even  though  diverted  upon  an  upper  part  of  the  stream  without 
actual  entry  upon  the  complaining  party's  private  land  itself.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  229.  Authorities  QuotecL — ^In  the  first  case  upholding  ap- 
propriation ^  it  was  said:  **It  must  be  premised  that  it  is  admitted 
on  all  sides  that  the  mining  claims  in  controversy,  and  the  lands 
through  which  the  stream  runs  and  through  which  the  canal  passes, 
are  a  part  of  the  public  domain,  to  which  there  is  no  claim  of 
private  proprietorship";  and  in  another  very  early  case:  *'It  re- 
sults from  the  consideration  we  have  given  the  case  that  the  right 
to  mine  for  the  precious  metals  can  only  be  exercised  upon  public 
land;  that  although  it  carries  with  it  the  incidents  to  the  right, 
such  as  the  use  of  wood  and  water,  those  incidents  must  also  be  of 
the  public  domain  in  like  manner  ew  the  lands,^'^  And  so  in  subse- 
quent cases.  In  Lux  v.  Haggin:^  "Recognizing  the  United  States 
as  the  owner  of  the  lands  and  waters,  and  as  therefore  authorized 
to  permit  the  occupation  or  diversion  of  the  waters  as  distinct  from 
the  lands,  the  State  courts  have  treated  the  ^prior  apprc^)riator  of 
water  on  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  as  having  a  better 
right  than  a  subsequent  appropriator,  on  the  theory  that  the  ap- 
propriation was  allowed  or  licensed  by  the  United  States.  And 
since  the  act  of  Congress  granting  or  recognizing  a  property  in  the 
waters  actually  diverted  and  usefully  applied  on  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States,  such  rights  have  always  been  claimed  to  be 
deraigned  by  private  persons  under  the  act  of  Congress  from  the 
recognition  accorded  by  the  act,  or  from  the  acquiescence  of  the 
general  government  in  previous  appropriations  made  with  its  pre- 
sumed sanction  and  approval.''  In  Lux  v.  Haggin  even  the  dis- 
senting opinion  of  Judge  Ross  concedes,  ''The  doctrine  is  expressly 
limited  to  the  waters  upon  what  are  known  as  the  public  lands." 
In  another  case:  **It  does  not  appear  whether  the  lands  through 


25  See  supra,  sec.  117,  list  of  cases 
following  the  California  doctrine; 
infrGf  sec.  259,  prior  settlers;  and 
infra,  sec.  515  et  seq.,  protection  of 
the  riparian  right  against  nonriparian 
owners. 

We  state  this  here  in  this  general 
way,  as  a  question  between  public  and 
private  land,  the  former  raising  ques- 
tions outside  the  common  law.  When 
examined  within  the  common  law, 
irrespective  of  public  land  law,  we 
would  not  say  that  this  statement,  as 


to  what  the  riparian  right  consists  of, 
may  not  be  somewhat  narrowed  (infra, 
c.  35).  But  that  has  no  bearing  here, 
while  considering  the  distinction  be- 
tween public  and  private  land  law. 

1  Irwin  V.  Phillips,  5  Cal.  140,  63 
Am.  Dec.  113,  15  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  ITS. 

2  Tartar  v.  Spring  Creek  etc.  Co.. 
5  Cal.  396,  14  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  371. 
quoted  and  approved  by  Field,  C.  J., 
in  Riddle  Boggs  v.  Merced  Min.  Co., 
14  Cal.  377,  10  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  334. 

8  69  Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674. 
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which  the  stream  ran  at  the  time  defendant  claims  to  have  acquired 
his  right  of  appropriation  were  private  or  public  property.  If 
they  were  public  lands  of  the  United  States  at  that  time,  we  think 
it  devolved  upon  the  defendant  to  show  that  fact,'^^  In  Cave  v. 
Tyler •  it  was  said:  "In  all  the  cases  to  which  we  have  referred, 
the  diversion  was  upon  the  public  domain,"  and  held  that  the  law 
requires  it  to  be  so.' 

The  same  is  laid  down  in  the  other  courts  following  the  historical 
theory.  The  United  States  circuit  court  of  appeals  says  in  a  case 
arising  in  Montana:  '^The  law  is  well  settled  that  the  doctrine' 
of  appropriation  under  said  statute  [Desert  Land  Act  of  1877], 
which  is  recognized  and  protected  by  section  2339  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  applies  only  to  public  lands  and 'waters  of  the  United 
States."''  And  in  Nebraska:  *'In  this  way  the  rule  of  appropria- 
tion became  established  in  the  Pacific  States,  in  opposition  to  the 
common  law,  with  reference  to  streams  or  bodies  of  water  which 
wholly  ran  through  or  were  situated  upon  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States.**^  ''These  rules,  however,  were  confined  to  the 
public  lands,  and  are  so  confined  at  the  present  time  in  California, 
Oregon  and  Washington. "•  And  in  Washington:  "Moreover,  the 
doctrine  of*  appropriation  applies  only  to  public  lands,  and  when 
such  lands  cease  to  be  public  and  become  private  property,  it  is  no 
longer  applicable."^®    Likewise  in  another  State:  "In  other  words, 


*  City  of  Santa  Cnu  y.  Enright,  95 
Ckl  105,  30  Pac.  197. 

'^The  raneho  Temescal  was  never 
poblie  land  within  the  meaning  of  the 
United  States  statutes  affecting  ap- 
propriationB  of  water.  The  riparian 
rights  of  the  owners  of  private  land 
ve  foDy  protected  by  section  1422  of 
the  Ciril  Code.  One  who  bases  his 
right  solely  upon  appropriation  made 
of  waters  flowing  over  land  which  at 
ihe  time  of  the  appropriation  was  part 
of  the  public  domain  acquires  there- 
by no  neht  superior  to  or  in  deroga- 
tion of  those  attaching  to  lands  ripa- 
rian to  the  same  stream  which  at  the 
time  of  the  appropriation  were  held 
ia  private  ownership.''  Hargrave  v. 
Cook,  108  Cal.  72,  41  Pac.  18,  30  L. 
K.  A.  390,  per  Mr.  Justice  Henshaw. 

«  133  Cal.  566,  65  Pac.  1089. 

•  Compare  Duckworth  v.  Watson- 
nlle  etc.  Co.,  150  Cal.  520,  89  Pac. 
338,  saying  (dictum) :  "The  right  to 

Water  Bichte— 17 


appropriate  water  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Civil  Code  is  not  con- 
fined to  streams  running  over  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,"  the  court 
using  the  expression  "common-law  ap- 
propriation." This  case  is  considered 
m  a  subsequent  section,  infra,  see. 
246. 

f  Winters  v.  United  States,  143 
Fed.  740,  74  C.  C.  A.  666.  See,  also, 
8.  C,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  207,  28  Sup. 
a.  Rep.  208,  52  L.  Ed.  340. 

8  Crawford  v.  Hathaway,  67  Neb. 
325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  93  N.  W. 
781,  60  L.  R.  A.  889. 

9  Meng  V.  Coffee,  67  Neb.  500,  108 
Am.  St.  Rep.  697,  93  N.  W.  715,  60 
L.  R.  A.  910. 

10  Benton  v.  Johncox,  17  Wash.  277, 
61  Am.  St.  Rep.  912,  49  Pac.  498,  39 
L.  R.  A.  107.  See,  also,  Sanders  v. 
Wilson,  34  Wash.  659,  76  Pac.  281; 
Mason  v.  Yearwood  (Wash.,  1910), 
108  Pao.  608. 
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it  is  held  under  that  doctrine  that  the  rules  of  prior  appropria- 
tion, founded  upon  local  customs  and  laws,  and  ratified  by  con- 
gressional legislation,  are  confined  in  their  operation  to  the  public 
domain  of  the  United  States.  "^^ 


(dd  ed.) 

§  230.  Water  Partly  on  Public  and  Partly  on  Private  Land  in 
California. — Where  the  course  tof  a  stream  is  partly  on  public  and 
partly  on  private  land,  there  would  seem  an  argument  on  prin- 
ciple that  some  residuum  of  right  therein  remains  in  the  United 
States  by  virtue  of  such  dual  position  of  the  stream,  which  could 
be  reached  by  appropriation.  Assuming  that  there  was  such  a 
residuum,  we  made  some  extended  argument  on  this  ground  id 
the  previous  editions  of  this  book,  and  perhaps  the  law  might  have 
taken  that  course.  But  it  seems  settled  now  in  California  by  au- 
thority that  no  such  residuum  exists  so  far  as  concerns  nonripa- 
rian  appropriation  against  the  riparian  rights  of  the  private  land- 
owner;^^ that  a  single  private  riparian  land-holding  upon  a  stream 
withdraws  it  (so  far  as  it  is,  or  may  be  in  the  future,  beneficial 
to  that  land)   completely  from  obtaining  a  permanent  exclusive 


11  WiUey  v.  Decker,  11  Wyo.  496, 
100  Am.  St.  Rep.  939,  73  Pbc.  210. 

The  Code  Napoleon  likewise  exeejpta 
streams  on  the  public  domain.  "The 
waters  mentioned  in  articles  644  and 
645  [of  the  Code  Napoleon  aflSrmatiye 
of  riparian  rights]  are,  to  the  ezclu- 
nion  of  all  others,  the  natural  streams 
that  do  not  form  dependencies  of  the 
public  domain."  Droit  Civile  Fran- 
cais,  by  Aubrey  &  Bau,  4th  ed.,  toL 
III,  p.  46. 

"But  if  the  water  was  not  so  ap- 
propriated when  it  flowed  over  the 
public  domain,  it  was  not  subiect  to 
appropriation  after  the  land  over 
which  it  flowed  became  private  prop- 
erty." Cruse  V.  McCauley  (Mont.),  96 
Fed.  374. 

In  Texas,  the  act  of  March  10, 1875, 
providing  that  any  canal  company 
"shall  have  the  free  use  of  the  waters 
and  streams  of  the  State,"  does  not 
apply  to  waters  running  through  pri- 
vate lands,  BO  as  to  affect  the  vested 
rights  of  riparian  owners,  and  hence, 
if  defendants,  as  the  owners  of  land 
along  a  stream,  have  the  right  to  use 
the  water  for  purposes  of  irrigating 
their  lands,  that  right  remained  un- 


affected by  the  ineorponrtion  of  plain- 
tifP  company  and  by  the  legislation 
passed  for  the  eneouragement  of  ir- 
rigation. Mud  Creek  Irr.  Agr.  & 
Mf^.  Co.  V.  VivUn,  74  Tex.  170,  11  8. 
W.  1078. 

See  likewise  Prentice  y.  McKay,  3S 
Mont.  114,  98  Pac.  1081;  Lytle  Creek 
Co.  v.  Perdew  (Cal.),  2  Pac.  732; 
Lindley  on  Mines,  2d  ed.,  p.  1526,  sec. 
841.  See,  also,  eases  cited,  supra, 
sees.  117,  156. 

The  recent  Oregon  modification  of 
this  rule  (which  heretofore  applied  as 
much  in  Oregon  as  in  other  jurisilic- 
tions  following  the  California  doc- 
trine) is  elsewhere  set  forth.  SuprCy 
sec.  129. 

12  The  argument,  though  raised  on 
the  briefs  in  Lux  v.  Haggin,  received 
no  attention  from  the  court;  and  in  a 
later  case  where  it  was  raised  the 
court  said:  **We  see  nothing  in  the 
suggestion  that  defendant  is  pre- 
sumably the  licensee  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  United  States, 
being  an  upper  riparian  proprietor, 
could  take  a  reasonable  quantity  of 
water  as  against  the  lower  riparian 
owner.    A   riparian   owner    may    not 
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nonriparian  right  by  appropriation  until  that  riparian  right  is 
nullified  by  grant,  condemnation  or  prescription.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  231.  The  Law  of  Appropriation  of  Diminishing  Importance 
in  CUiforaia. — In  the  light  of  this  history,  the  status  of  the  Cali- 
fornia Civil  Code,  sections  1410  to  1422,  as  applicable  only  to 
public  lands,  and  waters  thereon,  is  clear.  They  declare  in  gen- 
eral terms  that  the  right  to  a  stream  can  be  acquired  by  prior 
appropriation  on  posting  a  notice  and  actual  diversion;  but  sec- 
tion 1422,  upon  the  original  enactment  of  these  sections,  provided 
that  the  rights  of  riparian  proprietors  shonld  not  be  affected,  which, 
together  with  the  history,  shows  these  code  sections  to  have  been 
passed  as  public  land  law.  It  is  like  the  mining  statute  just  passed 
in  California,^^  which  declares  that  any  person  may  locate  a  min- 
ing claim  by  posting  and  recording  a  notice,  these  mining  sections 
wholly  failing  to  use  the  words  ''public  lands";  yet  everyone 
knows  them  to  be  confined  thereto.  Moreover,  the  water  sections 
provide  for  posting  of  notices,  building  of  ditches,  and  changes 
of  mode  of  use,  changes  of  ditches,  changes  of  point  of  diversion, 
none  of  which,  it  is  most  emphatically  held  in  California,  can  be 
done  after  the  land  has  passed  into  private  hands. ^^  The  intrinsic 
evidence  of  the  sections,  together  with  their  history,  shows  them  to 
be  purely  public  land  law. 

The  result  seems  to  be  that,  since  the  public  domain  has  been 
passing  in  California,  and  the  agricultural  lands  are  now  mostly 
in  private  hands,  the  logical  end  i^  approaching,  and  the  system 
of  prior  apporopriation  is  becoming  little  applicable  to  the  streams 
of  the  State.  The  common  law  of  riparian  rights  is  becoming  the 
general  law.  Nothing  could  be  more  emphatic  than  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Justice  Sloss  in  a  late  California  decision  denying  any  right 
in  a  nonriparian  owner  to  divert  water  flowing  through  private 
land  which  is  or  may  be  beneficial  to  the  land,  against  the  owner 
of  that  land;**  so  that  the  California  Civil  Code  sections ^"^  upon 
the  system  of  appropriation  are  approaching  a  condition  where 

aathoriie,    as   against    a    lower    pro-  i*  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1426  et  seq. 

prietor.  a  company  to  take  water  from  ^^  Supra,  sec.  221,  and  infra,  sees, 

the  stream,  to  be  eondneted  at  a  dift-  261,  498,  502,  505. 

tance  and  sold/*    Heilbron  v.  Canal  *<*  Miller  v.   Madera   etc.   Co.,    155 

*o.,  75  Cal.  426,  at  432,  7  Am.  St.  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22  L.  R.  A.,  N. 

Rep.  183,  17  Pac.  535.  8.,  391. 

^  Infra,  see.  815  et  seq.;  especially  n  1410-1422. 
see.  817. 
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they  will  be  functus  officio.  As  the  public  domain  is  passing,  they, 
enacted  under  the  act  of  Congress  to  govern  rights  in  the  public 
domain,  are  passing  with  it,  especially  as  the  United  States  is  sub- 
stituting new  rules  for  the  public  lands  under  the  policy  of  con- 
senration.  The  chief  remaining  applicability  of  the  code  sections 
is  to  diversions  now  in  use,  acquired  in  the  public  domain  days, 
and,  to  some  extent,  to  Sierra  streams  which  in  considerable  part 

still  flow  over  public  land  (the  forest  reserves)  .^ 

* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  232.  Wat^  on  Private  Land  in  Oolorado. — ^As  already  set 
forth,^^  rights  in  water  as  incident  to  private  land  title  (riparian 
rights  as  distinguished  from  rights  of  way  or  ditch  building)  are 
not  at  all  recognized  in  the  States  following  the  Colorado  doctrine; 
a  principle  starting,  like  that  just  discussed,  with  Yunker  v.  Nichols. 
In  this  respect  not  only  was  the  early  case  not  departed  from,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  so  strongly  intensified  that  the  law  of  ap- 
propriation is  now  the  sole  law  upon  the  subject  of  waters  in  Colo- 
rado. So  long  as  the  appropriator  does,  not  trespass  upon  the  pri- 
vate land  itself, — ^that  is,  so  long  as  he  goes  upon  a  point  on  the 
stream  above  the  private  boundary, — ^the  entire  stream  may  be 
diverted  from  the  private  riparian  landowner  if  he  has  not,  at  the 
time,  himself  put  it  to  use;  and  this  though  the  stream  be  the 
sole  element  of  value  of  the  land  (or  rather,  would  have  been  the 
sole  element  of  value  in  jurisdictions  recognizing  riparian  rights).^ 
As  said  in  a  late  Idaho  case:  ''It  matters  not  through  or  over 
whose  land  they  flow."** 

(3d  ed.) 

§  233.  Oonclusions. — ^The  following  conclusions  seem  clearly 
correct  as  a  gei\eral  statement: 

(a)  An  appropriation  of  water  may  be  made  in  all  jurisdic- 
tions (so  far  as  local  law  governs)  of  waters  flowing  wholly  over 
public  land. 

(b)  In  no  jurisdiction  can  rights  of  way  be  appropriated  over 
private  land  against  the  landowner's  protest  (except  by  grant,  con- 
demnation or  prescription), 

18  See  suproy  sec.  197,  21  Idaho    etc.    Co.   ▼.     8teplieii90ii 

19  Supra,  sees.  118,  167  et  seq.  (1909),  16  Idaho,  418,  101  Pae.  821. 

20  Sternberger  v.  Seaton  etc.  Co.,  An  exception  elsewhere  considered  has 
45  Colo.  40 1^  102  Pac.  168,  citing  this  recently  been  made  in  Idaho  {supra, 
book.  sec  185), 
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(e)  Under  the  Colorado  doctrine  an  appropriation  can  be  made 
of  water  flowing  over  private  land,  if  not  requiring  entry  upon 
that  land  itself;  but  not  under  the  California  doctrine.  -  In  Cali- 
fornia private  land  is  protected  against  appropriation  of  water 
as  much  as  agaijist  appropriation  of  rights  of  way,  whereas  in 

Colorado  the  protection  is  only  against  appropriation  of  rights  of 
way. 

SI  m-242.    (Blank  numbers.)  ^ 
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CHAPTER  11. 

APPROPRIATIONS  ON  PRIVATE  LAND  (CONTINUED). 

S  243.    Introductory. 

§  244.    By  tho  landowner  himself  on  his  own  land. 

fi  245.    By  s^rant,  condemnation,  or  prescription. 

S  246.    By    disseisin — Wrongful    appropriations — ^Duckworth    v.    Watson- 

ville  Co. 
fi  247.    Same. 
S  248.    Conclusions. 
Sfi  24^255.     (Blank  numbers.)  . 

(3d  ed.) 

§  243.  There  are  some  matters,  not  properly  part  of  the  law 
of  appropriation,  which  may  nevertheless  be  mentioned  because 
of  the  confusion  in  the  previous  editions  of  this  book  from  having 
failed  to  distinguish  them.  That  is,  the  prohibited  acts  upon  pri- 
vate land  considered  in  the  preceding  chapter  may  be  done  on 
his  own  land  by  the  landowner  himself,  or  by  his  privies  through 
grant,  condemnation  or  prescription;  likewise  there  is  the  rule  of 
procedure  that  the  landowner  must  be  a  party  to  the  controversy 
before  his  rights  can  be  adjudged. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  244.  By  the  Landowner  Himself  on  His  Own  Land. — ^Where 
a  landowner  diverts  water  upon  his  own  land,  it  is  obvious  that 
the  fact  that  the  point  of  diversion  then  lies  upon  private  land 
(his  own)  is  nothing  against  him.  In  California,  if  the  water 
comes  from  or  flows  to  public  land,  it  is  to  that  extent  a  good  public 
land  appropriation  (in  Colorado  it  matters  not  whence  or  whereto 
the  water  flows  so  long  as  it  be  unused) ;  referring,  in  California, 
to  the  case  of  a  pioneer  settler  on  a  stream  obtaining,  while  the 
remaining  riparian  land  is  public,  rights  against  subsequent  ripa- 
rian settlers  greater  than  the  common  law  alone  would  give  him 
after  the  settlements  of  others  have  been  made.* 

One  on  his  own  land  may  appropriate  and  get  an  exclusive 
right  to  the  whole  stream  where  the  rest  of  the  land  is  public.  The 
appropriation  in  one  case  was  made  on  the  land  of  a  party,  and 

1  Infra,  sees.  822,  323,  appropriations  bj  riparian  ownen. 
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not  on  public  land.  The  court  said:  ''For,  so  far  as  appears,  they 
were  at  thrt  time  the  sole  occupants  of  the  lands  bordering  the 
stream;  and  the  lands  through  which  it  flowed  after  leaving  the 
lands  of  Eewen  belonged  to  the  United  States.  Such  being  the 
case,* they  had  a  right  to  appropriate  the  entire  stream  for  any 
beneficial  purpose."*  In  Washington*  it  is  said:  "The  fact  ap- 
pearing that  respondent  first  diverted  water  from  the  stream  where 
it  ran  through  his  own  premises  does  not  militate  against  his  ap- 
propriation." In  Montana:^  *'Now'  being  the  owner  of  riparian 
land,  he  can,  as  has  been  shown,  legally  exercise,  this  privilege  on 
his  own  land;  and,  when  he  has  perfected  such  inchoate  right  by 
fulfilling  the  requirements  of  the  statute,  the  legal  title  to  such 
water-rights  becomes  vested  in  him,  ....  by  reason  of  statutory 
grant."  In  Oregon :  *  "The  right  of  prior  appropriation  is  limited 
to  the  use  of  water  by  the  pioneer  settler  before  any  adverse  claims 
or  riparian  proprietors  attach  to  the  stream  from  which  the  water 
is  taken,  and  not  to  the  point  of  diversion,  which  may  be  either 
within  or  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  tracts  selected  by  such 
settler."  Adding  that  to  make  him  go  above  his  boundary  to 
divert  might  be  so  expensive  as  to  be  prohibitive  and  so  retard 
settlement.  In  a  more  recent  case  the  same  court  says:  "An  ap- 
propriation of  water  is  a  grant  by  the  general  government  to  the 
settler  of  the  right  to  its  use  from  a  non-navigable  stream,  to  the 
injury  of  all  public  land  above  [and,  it  may  be  added,  below]  the 
•  point  of  diversion,  which  may  be  within  or  beyond  the  boundaries 
of  the  settler's  claim."* 

Likewise  as  to  the  water  on  his  land,  as  well  as  a  ditch  on  it. 
The  fact  that  the  water  is  flowing  over  private  land  (his  own  land) 
cannot  militate  against  him  where  that  is  the  only  ground  for  dis- 
puting his  diversion.  Private  land,  it  is  true,  has  riparian  rights 
under  the  California,  doctrine,  but  where  those  are  his  own  rights 
alone,  this  does  not  prevent  the  pioneer  settler  from  making  his 
appropriation  of  water  coming  from  or  flowing  to  public  land  like 
anyone  else.  In  Healy  v.  Woodruff,''  an  owner  of  a  water-right 
on  public  land  later  bought  up  part  of  the  lower  riparian  laud 

s  AUmmbra   etc.   Co.   v.   Mayberrj,  (^  Brown  v.   Baker,  39    Or.  66,  65 

88  Cal.  74,  25  Pac.  1101.  Pac.  799,  66  Pac.  193. 

•  WBeld  y.  lah,  21    Wash.  277,  67  «  Morgan  v.  Shaw,  47  Or.  333,  83 

♦  Smith  ▼.   Benniff,   24   Mont.  20,      ^*^*  ^'**' 

81  Am.  St.  Bep.  408,    60  Pkie.  398,         7  97  CaL  464,  32  Pac.  529. 

50  L.  B.  A.  741. 
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Usttally  this  is  regarded  today,  in  the  law  of  real  estate,  as  a 
subordinate  matter  of  procedure,  to  the  effect  that  controversies 
must  be  decided  between  the  parties  litigant.^  The  ancient  com- 
mon law  had  erected  an  elaborate  system  of  tenure  by  disseisin 
upon  it,  to  the  effect  that  the  first  wrongdoer  (or  "disseisor"), 
because  of  his  right  to  hold  off  a  second  wrongdoer,  had  a  sort  of 
tenure  by  possession  until  the  true  owner  (or  ** disseisee'*)  under- 
took to  oust  both  of  them  by  a  "writ  of  novel  disseisin."  There 
is  a  recent  revival  of  the  doctrine  as  concerns  water  law  in  the  case 
of  Duckworth  v.  Watsonville  Co.  in  California;  calling  disseisin 
an  "appropriation,"  and  the  wrongdoer  an  "appropriator."*' 

Some  comments  in  the  following  section  may  serve  to  put  the 
matter  before  the  reader. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  247.  Same. — ^At  common  law,  prior  possession  gives  a  right 
only  as  to  those  things  which  previously  had  no  owner,  such  as 
wild  animals,  fish,  and  other  things  in  the  "negative  community. "^^ 
But  of  things  having  an  owner,  naked  possession  by  another  is  no 
source  of  title  at  common  law,^^  and  since  streams  on  private  land 


to  the  owner  thereof,  while  the  stream 
above  flowed  entirely  through  public 
land.  Defendant,  also  a  stranger  to 
the  lower  private  landowner,  later  ac- 
quired title  to  the  upper  land  from 
the  United  States,  and  interfered  with 
the  water.  Referring  to  the  rule  of 
the  California  law  that  the  doctrine 
of  appropriation  applies  only  to  pub- 
lic land,  it  was  held  that  the  plain- 
tiff had  no  redress  because  his  point 
of  diversion  was  on  private  land. 
But  as  the  landowner  on  whose  land 
the  point  of  diversion  lay  was  not  a 
party  to  the  controversy  in  Cave  v. 
Tyler,  it  may  be  that  it  should  have 
been  enough  (against  the  upper  owner 
alone)  that  the  upper  land  was  public 
at  the  time  of  the  diversion. 

12  Infra,  sec.  625  et  seq. 

13  In  this  case  the  court  says,  upon 
the  basis  of  a  disseisor's  diversion 
(calling  it  "common-law  appropria- 
tion") on  a  third  person's  private 
land  or  water:  "The  right  to  appro- 
priate water  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Civil  Code  is  not  confined  to 
streams  running  over  public  lands  of 
the  United  States."  Duckworth  v. 
Watsonville  etc.  Co.,  150  Cal.  520,  89 
Pac.  339.     But  upon  the  second  ap- 


peal the  learned  justice  who  had  writ 
ten  this  said  in  a  concurring  opinioi , 
"An  that  was  said  on  this  subject  cii 
the  previous  appeal  is  inapplicable  to 
the  present  case,"  and  the  justice  who 
wrote  the  court's  opinion  upon  the 
second  appeal  said  that  it  would  be 
a  "mere  device"  to  entitle  such  tres- 
passes upon  private  rights  as  "appro- 
priations." Duckworth  v.  Watson- 
ville Co.  (1910),  158  CaL  206,  110 
Pac.  927.  Rehearing  denied  Septem- 
ber 24,  1910. 

Some  other  California  opinions 
have  said,  upon  the  same  basis,  that 
the  law  of  appropriation  applies  to 
percolating  waters,  though  holding 
thaf  no  exclusive  appropriation  there- 
of can  be  made  against  the  rights 
(though  unused)  of  the  landowner  in 
whose  land  the  percolating  water  ex- 
ists; and  the  California  court  has  ex- 
pressly said  that  such  so-called  tres- 
passer's "appropriations,"  or  appro- 
priations by  disseisin,  are  "radically 
different"  from  vested  rights  in  per- 
colating water.  Infra,  sees.  824, 
1158. 

14  Supra,  c.  3. 

IB  See  Holmes  on  the  Common  Law, 
treating  of  "possession." 
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have  (in  the  sensre  of  usufructuary  right)  owners,  viz.,  the  riparian 
community  along  it,  naked  possession  thereof  by  a  nonriparian 
owner  is  no  common-law  source  of  title.  But  there  is  a  difference 
between  ** title"  and  "possession."  Prior  possession  without  title 
has  a  right  of  protection  between  two  trespassers  themselves. 
Neither  wrongdoer's  position  is  permanent,  being  terminable,  at 
any  time  before  prescription  has  arisen,  by  the  action  of  the  ripar- 
ian landowner;  yet  the  first  trespasser  may  hold  off  the  second  in 

« 

the  meantime,  even  though  both  are  trespassers. 

It  can  hardly  be  that  such  trespassers'  possession  on  private 
water-rights  or  land  of  a  third  person  can  be  called  "appropria- 
tions" in  California  to-day  without  causing  confusion.  It  is  true 
that  some  centuries  ago  there  was  a  tendency  to  build  the  common 
law  of  watercourses  upon  this  idea;  but  it  soon  passed  to  a  very 
sabordinate  position.^^  It  is  also  true  that  the  pioneer  California 
water  law  of  the  public  domain  was  rested  upon  it,  but  there  also 
it  has  long  since  passed  away."  The  law  of  possessory  rights  on 
public  land  was  never  amalgamated  with  the  law  of  mere  trespassers 
on  private  rights  any  more  than  was  the  law  of  mining.  Just  as 
to  water,  the  first  trespasser  (or  disseisor)  digging  for  gold  on  a 
private,  farm  is  a  prior  "appropriator"  as  to  another  mere  tres- 
passer who  seeks  to  oust  him;  the  first  possession  is  good  enough 
against  the  later.  Yet  in  such  a  case  th^  details  of  the  mining  law 
would  not  apply,  nor  require  that  the  first  trespasser  (on,  for  ex- 
ample* a  Santa  Clara  orchard)  has  staked  out  a  claim  of  the 
statutory  length,  had  recorded  a  certificate  of  location,  done  the 
statutorv  assessment  work  and  the  like.  There  is.  no  difference 
in  saying  that  the  mining  law  applies  to  private  land  in  California, 
and  that  the  law  of  appropriation  of  water  does. 


M  Infra,  see.  66S. 

17  The  assertion  that  the  pioneers 
w«re  trespassers  subject  to  the  para- 
numnt  title  of  the  United  States  (or 
of  its  later  patentees  if  the  lands  on 
which  appropriations  were  made  should 
later  pass  to  patent)  became  a  source 
of  alarm,  which  caused  the  early  Cali- 
fornia court  to  declare  an  appropria- 
tion of  water  an  pubHo  land  to  be  a 
freehold  right  good  against  the  world 
by  grant  from  the  United  States,  which 
the  fopreme  court  of  the  United  States 
approved,  and  in  which  Congress 
joined  bj  the  act  of  1866.    The  law  of 


appropriation,  as  a  rule  of  disposal  of 
rights  in  the  public  domain,  thus  arose 
when  the  region  was  undeveloped,  and 
all  energies  were  turned  to  induce  set- 
tlement and  encourage  entries  thereon. 
It  was  built  up  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  pioneers,  who,  though  thej  re- 
fused to  admit  it,  were  in  fact  all 
mere  trespassers;  a  system  for  the 
encouragement  of  trespass.  But  this 
encouragement  (and  this  system  of 
rights  by  "disseisin")  was  never,  in 
California,  of  importance  on  private 
land.   Supra,  cc  5  and  6. 
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To  say,  upon  the  doctrine  of  disseisin,  that  there  is  now  a  sy^ 
tern  of  appropriating  streams  wholly  on  private  land  in  California, 
which  upholds  the  common  law  of  riparian  rights  with  respect  to 
such  lands,  is  the  same  as  saying  there  is  such  a  system  in  England. 
The  doctrine  of  disseisin  is  as  operative  in  England  and  the  East 
as  in  California;  yet  to  say  on  that  account  that  the  law  of  appro- 
priation of  water  is  in  force  in  England  would  not  be  attempted. 
As  is  said  in  a  leading  English  case,  ''In  this,  as  in  other  cases  of 
real  property,  possession  is  a  good  title  agaiinst  a  wrongdoer," 
but  adding  that  this  is  a  ''very  different  question"  from  the  law 
of  prior  appropriation  of  water.^®  Such  claims  may,  perhaps,  be 
"honor  among  thieves";  both  rivals  are  stealing  the  true  owner's 
water  or  his  land  for  a  ditch.  The  first  thief  can  keep  off  the 
second  one  until  prescription  has  given  him  a  vested  right  by 
outlawing  his  own  theft;  but  until  then  neither  thief  has  any 
^' right"  at  all,  and  it  is  di£5cult  to  call  the  possession  of  either  a 
"right  by  prior  appropriation."    They  are  wrongs,  not  rights. 

To  speak  of  disseisors'  possessions  as  "appropriations"  is  to 
speak  about  "rights"  that  are  admittedly  no  rights  at  all.  Only 
one  California  case  iHidertook  to  actually  apply  the  doctrine  of 
disseisin  of  private  rights  under  the  form  of  calling  it  "appro- 
priation," and  upon  a  second  appeal  itself  spoke  of  it  as  "a  mere 
device,"  wholly  inapplicable  to  the  practical  solution  of  the  prob- 
lem involved,  which  was  decided  in  the  end  upon  rights  by  grant, 
irrespective  of  claims  by  "appropriation."  The  so-called  ^ppro- 
priator  got  nothing  in  the  end.  For  "the  term  'appropriation' 
as  applied  to  the  acquirement  of  the  right  to  the  use  of  water  has 
in  this  State  a  statutory  technical  meaning,"^®  and,  as  declared 
in  Lux  V.  Haggin,  in  the  accepted  sense  of  that  word,  it  does  not 
exist  at  common  law  or  on  private  land.  Only  the  freehold  estate, 
good  against  the  world  because  obtained  on  public  land  under  the 
Federal  Statute  to-day  passed  in  that  behalf  ^the  act  of  1866) 
can  be  properly  called  an  "appropriation"  in  California,  without 
confusion.^ 

18  Mason  v.  Hill,  5  Barn.  &  Adol.  20  In  22  Harvard  Law  BeTiew,  312, 
1,  110  Eng.  Reprint,  692.  reviewing  the  second  edition  of  this 

19  Alta  etc.  V.  Hancock,  85  Cal.  219,  book,  the*  reviewer  comments  on  "the 
at  223,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  217,  24  Pac.  view  taken  in  a  late  case  (Duckworth 
646.  Likewise  Merrill  v.  Southside  v.  Watsonville  Co.,  150  Cal.  620,  89 
Co.,  112  Cal.  433,  44  Pac.  720;  Hil-  Pac.  338),  that  *the  right  to  appropri- 
dreth  v.  Montecito  Co.,  139  Cal.  29,  72  ate  water  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Pao.  395.  Civil  Code  is  not  confined  to  streams 
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The  reader  should  appreciate,  however,  that  it  is  this  principle 
alone  of  '' claims  subject  to  a  paramount  title"  (that  is,  wrongful 
appropriations  by  disseisin)  that  is  contemplated  in  the  few  opin- 
ions mentioned  saying  that  the  law  of  prior  appropriation  of  water 
in  California  applies  to  waters  on  private  land,  and  to  percolating 
waters^  while  holding  most  emphatically  that  this  type  of  **  appro- 
priation" is  of  no  avail  against  the  riparian  owner  or  overlying 
landowner.  They  are  in  fact  not  ** appropriations,"  but  ** dis- 
seisins," which  are  no  rights  at  all  until  prescription  has  arisen. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  S48.  GoncInsiGxui. — The  general  principles  deducible  from 
the  authorities  upon  appropriations  on,  or  of  waters  on,  private 
lands,  we  have  stated  at  the  end  of  the  preceding  chapter.  We 
here  venture  to  state  the  following  exceptions,  deducible  from  the 
anthorities  considered  in  the  present  chapter: 

(a)  A  diversion  made  on,  or  of  waters  flowing  over,  one's  own 
private  land  by  the  landowner  himself  or  his  privies  will  not  be 
open  to  attack  merely  because  of  the  private  character  of  the  land 
of  the  party  making  the  diversion,  or  his  privies. 

(b)  Rights  may  be  obtained  against  the  landowner  by  grant, 
condemnation  or  prescription. 

(c)  Priority  of  possession  will  govern  claims  of  trespassers  on, 
or  as  to  waters  flowing  over,  private  land,  solely  between  them- 
selves, subject  to  the  paramount  right  of  the  private  landowner 
or  true  water-right  owner,  and  terminable  by  him ;  but  under  the 
California  doctrine  such  claims  are  not  properly  '^appropriations," 
that  term  having  generally  a  sense  of  paramount  right,  denoting 
title  good  against  riparian  owners  and  the  whole  world,  and  obtain- 
able only  on  public  land ;  nor,  probably,  are  such  temporary,  ter- 


raDQing  over  public  lands';  the  court 
Qsing  the  expression  'common-law  ap- 
propriation*" ;  and  says;  "This  loses 
n<rht  of  the  California  theory  of  the 
historic  basis  (referred  to  in  the 
opinion)  of  appropriation  as  an  im- 
plied grant  from  the  United  States 
(Act  of  1866,  U.  S.  Eev.  Stats.,  sees. 
2339,  2340)  and  from  the  State  by 
the  provisions  of  the  code.  The  view 
is  squarely  opposed  to  aU  the  Cali- 
'omis  aothonties  which  have  passed 
npoo  this  point.  The  qualifications, 
howe\*er,  contained  in  the  opinion 
piactieaJly    confine    appropriators    of 


the  class  indicated  to  rights  ripened 
by  prescriptive  user." 

The  Duckworth  opinion  says  you 
can  rightfullv  appropriate,  and  get 
a  "vested"'  right  for  nonriparian  use 
thereof,  any  water  on  private  land  to 
which  vested  rights  have  not  already 
attached.  What  such  water  can  there 
be  when  the  riparian  owner  is  en- 
titled in  California  to  absolutely  en- 
join such  usef  Does  not  the  state- 
ment of  necessity  limit  rights  by  ap- 
propriation (as  distinguished  from 
wrongs)   to  waters  on  public  landT 
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minable  claims  governed  by  the  statutes  upon  ''appropriation" 
when  those  statutes  differ  from  the  common  law  in  respect  to  dis- 
seisin of  the  true  owner  by  two  adverse  claimants  both  subject 
to  the  paramount  title.    They  are  not  vested  rights. 

(d)  The  rights  of  any  person  infringed  cannot  be  considered 
in  opposition  to  a  claim  when  set  up  by  a  stranger  to  the  party 
infringed.  If  not  set  up  by  the  injured  party  or  someone  in  privity 
with  him,  the  infringed  right  does  not  militate  against  the  claim; 
and  when  prescription  has  arisen,  a  vested  right  then,  but  not  till 
then,  results  (a  right  by  pi'escription,  not  by  appropriation). 

§§  249-255.    (Blank  nvmbers.) 
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CHAPTER  12. 

RELATION  OF  PUBLIC  LAND  APPROPRIATORS  TO 

RIPARIAN  PROPRIETORS. 

(  256.  Another  phase  of  the  same  question. 

§  257.  Subsequent  settlers. 

S  258.  Subsequent  settlers  under  Federal  Big^ht  of  Way  Acta. 

I  259.  Prior  settlers. 

(  260.  Prior  settlers  who  hold  the  land  in  fee. 

I  261.  Prior  settlers  before  patents 

I  262.  Prior  settlers  under  the  Colorado  doctrine. 

I  263.  Prior  settlers  under  Federal  Bight  of  Way  Acts. 

I  264.  Conclusion. 

H  265-274.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(3d  ed.) 

§  266.  The  foregoing  chapters  and  the  present  one  cover  mat- 
ters which  have  been  usually  discussed  independently,  and  they 
were  so  treated  in  the  preparation  of  this  book.  It  is  only  when 
the  work  is  done  and  they  are  placed  side /by  side  that  they  are 
seen  to  be  identical  questions.  Any  repetition  which  may  seem  to 
result  in  devoting  this  chapter  to  it  after  it  has  been  substantially 
covered  in  what  has  gone  before  must  be  laid  at  other  doors  than 
the  author's.  I  have  but  followed  the  original  sources,  in  which, 
as  the  reader  must  already  have  seen,  there  has  been  all  the  dif- 
ficnlty  which  results  from  diversities  of  thought  that  were  not 
appreciated ;  and  it  is  only  by  following  the  discussion  through  the 
same  varying  forms  which  it  has  taken  in  the  authorities  them- 
selves that  some  degree  of  completeness  and  clearness  may  be  hoped 
for. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  267.    Subsequent     Settlers.— The     United     States     having 

granted  the  right  to  use  the  water  while  on  public  land  to  appro- 
priators  under  the  act  of  1866  (such  being  the  theory  of  the  Cali- 
fornia doctrine),  later  settlers  take  subject  thereto,  as  in  any  case 
of  successive  grants  from  a  common  grantor  where  the  prior  gran- 
tee is  in  possession.  A  grant  of  land  from  the  United  States  re- 
mains subject  to  priot  appropriations  of  water  or  prior  rights  to 
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ditches.^  In  the  first  case  cited  m  the  note,  the  later  grant  was 
by -patent  to  railway  lands;,  in  the  last,  to.  mining  ground.  In 
De  Necochea  v.  Curtis,  it  was  of  a  homestead.  No  matter  what  the 
character  of  the  later  land  grant,  it  is  not  devested  of  prior  rights 
of  appropriation  of  water  or  rights  to  ditches  acquired  while  the 
land  was  public.  This  is  true  under  both  the  California  and  Colo- 
rado doctrines  of  water  law  (except  that  the  latter  does  not  rest 
it  upon  the  act  of  1866,  but  upon  local  law  alone ).^ 


1  U.  S.  Rev.  Stats.^  2340  (the  act 
of  1866,  as  supplemented  in  1870); 
Broder  v.  Natouia  Water  Co.,  101  U. 
8.  274,  25  L.  Ed.  790,  5  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  33;  S.  C,  50  Cal.  621,  4  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  670;  Irwin  v.  Phillips,  5 
Cal.  140,  63  Am.  Dec.  113,  15  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  178;  Himes  v.  Johnson,  61 
Cal.  259;  South  Yuba  Water  Co.  v. 
Rosa,  80  Cal.  333,  22  Pac.  222;  De 
Necochea  v.  Curtis,  80  Cal.  397,  20 
Pac.  563,  22  Pac.  198;  Burrows  v. 
Burrows,  82  Cal.  664,  23  Pac.  146; 
RameUi  v.  Irish,  96  Cal.  214,  31  Pac. 
41;  Taylor  v.  Abbott,  103  Cal.  421, 
37  Pac.  408 ;  Faulkner  v.  Rondoni,  104 
Cal.  140,  87  Pac.  883;  MeOuire  v. 
Brown,  106  Cal.  660,  39  Pac.  1060, 
30  L.  R.  A.  384;  Jacob  v.  Day,  111 
Cal.  571,  44  Pac.  243;  Senior  v.  An- 
derson, 115  Cal.  496,  47  Pac.  454: 
Williams  v.  Barter;  121  Cal.  47,  53 
Pac.  405;  Land  y.  Johnston  (1909), 
156  Cal.  253,  104  Pac.  449;  Tuolumne 
etc.  Co.  T.  Maier,  134  Cal.  583,  66  Pae. 
863,  21  Morr.  Min;  Rep.  678. 

2  Arieona, — Miller  y,  Douglas,  7 
Ariz.  41,  60  Pac.  722;  Hill  v.  Le- 
normand,  2  Ariz.  354,  16  Pac.  266. 

California, — Patterson  v.  Mills 
(Cal.),  68  Pac.  1034;  Judkins  v.  El- 
liott (Cal.),  12  Pac.  116;  Wutchumna 
Water  Co.  v.  Pojfue,  151  Cal.  105,  90 
Pac.  362;  Wolf  skill  v.  Smith,  5  Cal. 
App.  175,  89  Pac.  1001;  Land  v.  John- 
ston (1909),  15^  Cal.  253,  104  Pac. 
449^  and  cases  in  preceding  note. 

Colorado, — Tynon  y.  Despain,  22 
Colo.  240,  43'  Pac.  1039  (railway 
grant) ;  Larimer  etc.  Co.  y.  People,  8 
Colo.  614,  9  Pac.  794;  Coffin  v.  Left 
Hand  D.  Co.,  6  Colo.  443. 

Idaho, — ^Drake  y.  Earhart,  2  Idaho, 
750,  23  Pac.  541;  Le  Quime  y.  Cham- 
bers (1908),  15  Idaho,  405,  98  Pac. 
415,  21  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  76. 

Montan/i, — Cottonwood  D.  Co.  v. 
Thom  (1909),  39  Mont.  115,  101  Pac. 
825,  104  Pac.  281. 


Nebraskfi,  —  Rasmussen  y.  Blust 
(1909),  85  Neb.  198,  133  Am.  St.  Rep. 
650,  122  N.  W,  862. 

New  Meanco.-^Trambley  v.  Luter- 
man,  6  N.  M.  25,  27  Pac.  312. 

Oregon. — Carson  y.  Oentner,  33  Or. 
512,  52  Pac.  506,  43  L.  R.  A.  130; 
Brosnan  y.  Harris,  39  Or.  148,  87 
Am.  St.  Rep.  649,  65  Pae.  867,  54 
L.  R.  A.  628;  Dodge  y.  Marden,  7  Or. 
457,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  63 ;  Tolman  y. 
Casey,  15  Or.  83,  13  Pac  669;  Neyada 
etc  Co.  Y.  Bennett,  30  Or.  59,  60  Am. 
St.  Rep.  777,  45  Pac.  472;  Speake  y. 
Hamilton,  21  Or.  3,  26  Pae.  855; 
Kaler  y.  Campbell,  13  Or.  596,  11  Pac. 
301 ;  Britt  y.  Reed,  42  Or.  76,  70  Pac 
1029;  Parkersyille  etc.  Dist.  y.  Wat- 
tier,  48  Or.  332,  86  Pae.  775;  Dayis 
T.  Chamberlain,  51  Or.  304,  98  Pac 
154;  Hough  y.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95 
Pae.  732,  98  Pac  1083,  at  1094,  102 
Pac.  728. 

South  DaX^oto.— Driskill  ▼.  Bebbe, 
22  S.  D.  242,  117  N.  W.  135. 

Utah.—liehi  Irr.  Co.  v.  Moyle,  4 
Utah,  327,  9  Pac  867. 

Washington,  —  Thorpe  y.  Tenem 
Ditch  Co.,  1  Wash.  566,  20  Pac.  588; 
Geddis  y.  Parrish,  1  Wash.  587,  21 
Pac.  314;  Isaacs  y.  Barber,  10  Wash. 
124,  45  Am.  St.  Rep.  772,  38  Pac 
871,  30  L.  R.  A.  665.  A  statute  to 
the  contrary  is  held  unconstitutional, 
as  giying  the  patentee  power  to  de- 
stroy the  right  of  an  appropriator  ac- 
quired on  public  land.  Miller  v. 
Wheeler  (1909),  54  Wash.  429,  103 
Pac.  641,  23  L,  R,  A.,  N.  S.,  1065. 

United  States. — Morris  y.  Bean 
(Mont.),  147  Fed.  425;  Broder  ▼.  Na- 
toma  Water  Co.,  101  U.  S.  274,  25  L. 
Ed.  790,  5  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  33. 

See  in  general,  also,  tne  cases  in 
support  of  the  Colorado  doctrine, 
supra,  sec.  118.  The  two  doctrines 
nre  in  entire  accord  in  this. 
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Id  a  recent  California  case  it  is  said:*  "As  to  plaintiff's  title 
to  the  water,  it  is  indisputable  that  the  Wutchumna  ditch  was 
constructed  over  vacant  government  land  prior  to  the  time  that 
Pogue  acquired  any  of  his  rights  either  as  an  appropriator  or  as 
an  owner  of  riparian  lands,  and,  consequently,  upon  well-settled 
principles,  the  plaintiff's  earlier  rights  of  appropriation  are  su- 
perior to  Pogue 's  later  rights  either  as  au  appropriator  or  as 
riparian  landowner."* 

This  is  a  point  now  no  longer  questioned,  and  it  is  hard  to-day 
to  appreciate  that  it  furnished  the  early  controversy  in  the  Western 
water  law.  The  Nevada  cdurt  once  held  otherwise,  on  the  ground 
that  appropriators  were  trespassers,'  but  Congress  settled  the  con- 
trary in  the  acts  of  1866  and  1870,^  and  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States  held  that  the  appropriation  prevailed  even  before 
that  actJ  The  Nevada  case  was  overruled,®  and  to-day  a  public 
land  diversion  is  in  all  jurisdictions  a  vested  right,  which  is  pro- 
tected whether  the  later  land  patent  was  issued  before  or  after  1866, 
and  whether  it  does  or  does  not  contain  a  clause  reserving  accrued 
water-rights.  Successors  in  interest  of  the  original  appropriator 
are  protected,  notwithstanding  the  patent  did  not  reserve  any  vested 
or  accrued  water-right,^  but  land  patents  now  contain  a  clause  ex- 


'  Wutchumna  Water  Co.  v.  Pogue, 
151  CaL  105.  90  Pac  362. 

^  Citing  Osgood  v.  Eldorado  Water 
Co.,  56  Cal.  571,  5  Morr.  Min.  Eep. 
37;  Senior  v.  Anderson,  115  Oal.  500, 
47  Pac.  454;  San  Joee  L.  &  W.  Co. 
T.  San  Jose  Ranch  Co.,  129  Cal.  673, 
62  Pac.  269. 

s  Supra,  sec.  87;  Van  Biekle  T. 
Haines,  7  Xev.  249,  15  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  201;  Union  Min.  Co.  v.  Ferris, 
2  Saw.  176,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,371,  8 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  90;  Thorp  v.  Freed, 
1  Mont.  651,  Wade,  C.  J.;  Ison  v. 
Nelson  Min.  Co.,  47  Fed.  199. 

«  U.  S.  BeT.  Stats.,  sees.  2339,  2340; 
tuprOf  see.   92. 

7  Supra,  sec.  98. 

•  Barnes  v.  Sabron,  10  Nev.  217,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  673;  Shoemaker  v. 
Hatch,  13  Xev.  261 ;  Hobart  v.  Wicks, 
15  Xer.  418.  £  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  1; 
Jones  ▼.  Adams,  19  Ney.  78,  3  Am.  St. 
Rep.  788,  6  Pac.  442.  Nevada  now 
j^oes  further,  and  supports  the  Colo- 
rado doctrine  as  in  a  later  section. 

Waur  Bight*— la 


9  Broder  v.  W.  Co.,  101  U.  S.  274, 
25  L.  Ed.  790,  5  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  33, 
in  which  an  1853  appropriation  pre- 
vailed over  an  1864  patent.  Accord, 
Davis  T.  Chamberlain,  51  Or.  304,  98 
Pac.  154;  Carson  t.  (Centner,  33  Or. 
512,  52  Pac.  506,  43  L.  R.  A.  130; 
Hough  V.  Porter  (1908),  51  Or.  318, 
95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1094,  102  Pac. 
728;  Isaacs  v.  Barber,  10  Wash.  124, 
45  Am.  St.  Rep.  772,  38  Pac.  871,  30 
L.  R.  A.  665;  Parkersville  Irr.  Dist. 
▼.  Wattier,  48  Or.  332,  86  Pac.  775, 
at  778 ;  Coffin  v.  Left  Hand  Ditch  Co., 
6  Colo.  443;  Jones  v.  Adams,  19  Nev. 
78,  3  Am.  St.  Rep.  788,  6  Pac.  442; 
Twaddle  v.  Winters,  29  Nev.  88,  85 
Pac.  280,  89  Pac.  289;  United  States 
V.  Winans,  198  U.  S.  371,  25  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  662,  49  L.  Ed.  1089. 

In  Patterson  v.  Mills  (Cal.  1902), 
68  Pac.  1034,  an  1855  appropriation 
was  held  to  prevail  over  a  subsequent 
patentee  (date  of  patent  not  appear- 
ing). Lux  V.  Haggin,  while  discus- 
sing the  Van  Sickle  case,  and  trying 
to    minimize    Broder    ▼.    Water    Co., 
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pressly  reserving  existing  water-rights,  the  origin  of  which  except- 
ing clause  is  shown  in  the  note.^^  The  same  thing  applies  to  rights 
of  way. 

So  far  as  the  later  Federal  land  grant  carries  riparian  rights 
at  all,  those  rights  exist  only  in  the  surplus  over  all  prior  appro- 
priations.^* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  258.    Subsequent   Settlers  Under  Federal  Bight  of  Way 

Acts. — One  who  completes  a  ditch  across  public  lands  for  irriga- 
tion purposes,  and  who  is  in  possession  thereof  at  the  time  another 
makes  his  homestead  entry  on  the  lands,  acquires  a  right  of  way 
across  the  lands,  and  the  homesteader  takes  his  homestead  subject 


was  forced  to  admit  concerning  the 
latter,  *'The  construction  given  to 
the  language  of  the  reservation,  of 
course,  impUes  that  those  who  appro- 
priated lands  or  waters  on  the  public 
lands,  prior  to  the  acts  of  1864  [Rail- 
way Act]  and  1866,  had  not  been 
treated  by  the  government  in  those 
acts  as  mere  trespassers,  but  as  there 
by  Ucense."  69  Cal.,  at  347,  10  Pac. 
674.  But  cf .  a  remark  in  Duckworth 
v.  Watsonville  etc.  Co.,  150  CaL 
530,  89  Pac.  338,  that  an  appro- 
priator  must  rely  solely  on  the  act  of 
Congress;  which  would  inferentially 
leave  him  without  protection  against 
land  patents  issued  before  the  act. 
Cf.  Land  v.  Johnston  (1909),  156  Cal. 
253,  104  Pac.  449. 

10  DEPARTMENT   OF   THE   IN- 
TERIOR. 

General  Land  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  21,  1872. 

Hon.  A.  A.  Sargent,  M.  C,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 
Sir:  I  have  "the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  to-day,  by  reference 
from  you,  of  a  letter  bearing  date  of 
the  twelfth  instant,  from  George  E. 
Williams,  Esq.,  of  Placerville,  Cali- 
fornia, recommending  an  excepting 
clause  to  be  inserted  in  patents  issued 
for  lands  in  the  mineral  regions,  for 
the  protection  of  rights  for  the  use 
of*  water  ditches,  etc.,  in  which  you 
concur. 

In    response,   I    would    state   that 
this    question    came    before   me   for 


consideration  several  weeks  since,  and 
although  from  an  examination  of  the 
ninth  section  of  the  mining  act  of 
July  26th,  1866,  and  the  seventeenth 
section  of  the  amendatory  act  of  July 
9,  1870,  I  am  satisfied  that  rights  to 
the  use  of  water  for  mining,  manu- 
facturing, agricultural  or  other  pur- 
poses, and  rights  for  the  construction 
of  ditches  and  canals,  used  in  con- 
nection with  such  water-rights,  are 
fully  protected  by  law;  yet,  in  order 
that  all  misapprehension  that  might 
exist  between  the  holder  or  claimant 
of  such  right  and  such  patentee  might 
be  set  at  rest,  it  was  determined  in 
all  patents  hereafter  granted  in  min- 
eral regions  of  the  United  States,  to 
insert  an  additional  clause  or  condi- 
tion, expressly  protecting  and  reserv- 
ing such  water-rights,  and  making 
the  patent  subject  thereto,  the  same 
as  before  it  was  granted.       « 

The  blank  forms  for  this  patent 
are  now  bein^  printed,  and  will  be 
ready  for  use  in  a  day  or  two,  pending 
the  receipt  of  which,  the  granting  of 
patents  in  the  mineral  region  for  ag- 
ricultural lands  will  be  temporarily 
suspended. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIS  DRUMMOND, 

Commissioner. 

Land  patents  have  ever  since  con- 
tained an  excepting  clause  protecting 
accrued  water  or  ditch  rights.  See 
Redwater  Co.  v.  Jones  (S.  D.,  1911), 
130  N.  W.  85. 

11  See  following  sections. 
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to  such  right  of  way."  The  Eight  of  Way  Act  of  1891  expressly 
so  declares  for  ditches  built  under  it,  but  the  rule  is  the  same 
even  though  the  ditch  builder  did  not  proceed  under  the  Federal 
Right  of  Way  Act  of  1891,^*  or  even  if  he  attempted  to  do  that 
but  was  not  successful  in  acquiring  a  right  under  such  acts.^^  For 
the  act  of  1866  ^^  confirms  his  right  against  subsequent  settlers,^^ 
and  the  Bight  of  Way  Acts  are  but  supplementary  to  the  act  of 
1866  in  this  and  do  not  in  this  repeal  it.  The  right  of  way  prob- 
ably relates  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  survey  to  determine  its 
priority  against  the  subsequent  settler,  just  as  against  a  rival  right 
of  way  claimant.  These  matters  are  considered  at  some  length  in 
a  later  chapter  devoted  to  the  Federal  Right  of  Way  Acts.^* 

But  the  subsequent  settlers  are  subject  only  to  the  easement, 
which  gives  the  right  of  way  owner  no  right  to  build  a  house  along- 
side the  canal."  Nor  are  they  (probably)  subject  to  the  holders 
of  the  mere  revocable  permits  (not  amounting  to  easements)  for 
rights  of  way  under  the  act  of  1901  and  the  rules  of  the  Forest 
Service.** 

An  easement  for  a  reservoir  granted  under  the  act  of  March  3, 
1891,  and  subsequently  acquired  by  the  United  States  for  use  in 
connection  with  a  project  under  the  Reclamation  Act,  does  not  be- 
come extinguished  by  merger  in  the  estate  of  the  government  in 
the  land,  and  entries  allowed  for  such  lands  within  and  below  the 
flowage  contour  line  of  the  reservoir  are  subject  to  the  right  of 
flowage  by  storage  of  waters  in  the  reservoir.** 


(3d  ed.) 

§  259.    Prior  Settlers. — ^Under  the  California  doctrine,  riparian 

rights  attach  to  the  land  of  prior  settlers,  which  appropriations 


^  Cottonwood  D.  Co.  v.  Thom 
(19.9),  39  Mont.  115,  101  Pac.  825, 
1(^4  Pac.  281.  Accord  as  to  a  water 
ditch,  Broder  v.  W.  Co.,  101  U.  8. 
iJ74,  25  L.  Ed.  790,  15  Morr.  Min. 
Kep.  33  (railway  grant) ;  Rasmussen 
T.  Blurt  (1909),  85  Neb.  198,  133 
Am.  St.  Rep.  650,  122  N.  W.  862; 
aod  as  to  a  pipe-line,  Le  Quime  v. 
(Iiambers  (1908),  15  Idaho,  405,  98 
Pac,  415,  21  L.  R.  A.  76  (home- 
stead). 

13  Cottonwood  D.  Go.  v.  Thom, 
npra. 

^*  Rasmussen  v.  Blust  (1909),  85 
Neb.  198,  133  Am.  St.  Rep.  650,  122 
N.  W.  862. 


15  Rev.  Stats.,  sees.  2339,  2340. 
16ft  Supra,  sec.  92  et  seq. 
le  Infra,  sec.  430  et  seq. 

17  Whitmore  v.  Pleasant  Valley  Co., 
27  Utah,  284,  75  Pac.  748;  Nippel  v. 
Forker,  9  Colo.  App.  106,  47  Pac.  766; 
Nippel  V.  Forker,  26  Colo.  74,  56  Pac. 
577.  See  infra,  sec.  502,  changes  of 
ditches. 

18  Infra,  sec.  431. 

19  July  7,  1908;  37  Land  Dec.  6. 
Compare  Minidoka  Co.  v.  Weymouth 
(Idaho),  113  Pac.  454  (railway  right 
of  way  over  homestead  land  of  United 
States  reclamation  project). 
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thereafter  jnust  not  disturb.  Proceeding  upon  the  theory  of  grant 
from  the  United  States  as  landowner,  under  the  California  doc- 
trine the  relation  between  the  prior  settler  and  the  subsequent 
appropriator  is  that  of  successive  grantees  from  the.  sime  owner, 
and  the  later  grant  can  cover  only  what  was  left  after  the  earlier 
one  was  made.  •  This  is  the  distinctive  feature  of  what  is  laid 
down  in  Lux  v.  Haggin,^  afSrming  Crandall  v.  Woods,*^  and 
affirmed  in  a  long  list  of  cases,^  and  is  what  is  called  ''the  Cali- 
fornia doctrine." 

What  riparian  rights  consist  of  is  fully  considered  in  the  next 
part  of  this  book,  devoted  to  the  common-law  system. 

In  California,  prior  settlers  on  riparian  land,  whether  home- 
steads, pre-emptions,  railway  grants  or  whatever  the  nature  of 
their  holding,  have  the  rights  of  riparian  owners,  which  later 
appropriators  cannot  take  away,  though  they  go  on  other  and 
vacant  public  land  to  do  it.  In  States  following  the  Colorado  doc- 
trine, riparian  rights  can  never  be  acquired  by  anyone,  rejecting 
the  California  doctrine.  These  are  matters  already  fully  set  forth, 
and  authorities  cited  elsewhere.^ 

The  law  of  appropriation  under  the  California  doctrine  is  lim- 
ited to  waters  upon  the  public  domain.  The  United  States  holds 
those  waters  open  to  free  use,  so  long  as  they  belong  to  the  United 
States,  but  when  the  United 'States  parts  with  the  land  over  which 
the  waters  flow,  the  California  law  says  it  parts  with  its  right  to 
dispose  of  the  water;  the  private  landowner  is  thereafter  the  one 
whose  right  of  disposal  is  paramount.^ 

The  settler's  riparian  right  will  attach  to  the  surplus  over  prior 
appropriations,  if  there  be  prior  appropriators  who  do  not  use  the 


20  69  Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674. 

21  8  Cal.  136,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
604.  See  especially  the  passage  quoted 
supra,  sec.  156,  from  Moore  v.  Smaw, 
17  Cal.  199,  79  Am.  Dec.  123,  12  Morr. 
Min.  Bep.  418. 

22  E.  g.,  see  Sturr  v.  Beck,  133  IT. 
S.  541,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  350,  33  L.  Ed. 
761 J  McGuire  v.  Brown,  106  Cal.  660, 
39  Pac.  1060,  30  L.  R.  A.  384;  Har- 
grave  v.  Cook,  108  Cal.  72,  41  Pac.  18, 
30  L.  R.  A.  390 ;  Miller  v.  Madera  etc. 
Co.,  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22  L. 
R.  A.,  N.  S.,  391  (opinion  on  rehear- 
ing).    See  cnses  supra,  sec.   117. 

28  Supra,  sees.   117,   118. 


Important  modification  of  the 
ground  taken  under  the  California 
doctrine  has  very  recently  been  made 
in  Oregon.  Hough  v.  Porter,  51  Or. 
318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1098,  102 
Pac.  728.    See  supra,  sec.  129. 

In  Nebraska  the  law  is  somewhat 
like  that  of  Oregon  as  to  lands 
patented  since  1889,  the  date  in  which 
riparian  rights  are  held  abrogated  in 
Nebraska  by  State  statute.  Supra, 
sec.  126. 

24  Crawford  v.  Hathaway,  67  Neb. 
325,  108  Am.*  St.  Rep.  647,  60  L.  R. 
A.  889,  93  N.  W.  781. 
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whole  stream,  and  his  riparian,  right  to  such  surplus  will  prevail 
over  later  appropriators.* 

As  to  any  surplus  over  the  requirements  of  the  riparian  owner, 
reference  is  made  to  later  chapters.*  As  a  general  statement,  his 
ri^ht  is  not  limited  by  requirements  or  uses. 

The  following  passages  state  the  rule  in  California:  '*Both  the 
right  to  appropriate  water  on  the  public  lands  and  that  of  the 
occupant  of  portions  of  such  lands  are  derived  from  the  implied 
consent  of  the  owner,  and  as  between  the  appropriator  of  land 
or  water  the  first  possessor  has  the  better  right.  The  two  rights 
stand  upon  an  equal  footing,  and  when  they  conflict  they  must 
be  decided  by  the  fact  of  priority .^  Since  the  United  States,  the 
owner  of  the  land  and  water,  is  presumed  to  have  permitted  the 
appropriation  of  both  the  one  and  the  other,  as  between  themselves 
the  prior  possessor  must  prevail."*  Likewise,  in  a  very  early 
case,  "One  who  locates  upon  public  lands  with  a  view  of  appro- 
priating them  to  his  own  use  becomes  the  absolute  owner  thereof 
as  against  everyone  but  the  government,*  and  is  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  and  incidents  which  appertain  to  the  soil,  subject  to  the 

single  exception  of  rights  antecedently  acquired The  rule 

'qui  prior  est  in  tempore  potior  est  in  jure*  must  apply.*'  ^ 

We  add  quotations  from  other  States  following  the  California 
doctrine:  In  Montana  it  was  said  in  an  early  case  allowing  appro- 
priation: "This  decision,  it  will  be  understood,  does  not  go  to  the 
extent  of  allowing  parties  to  appropriate  and  divert  water  so  as 
to  prevent  the  same  from  flowing  over  land  to  which  a  party 
had  obtained  the  government  title  after  the  acquisition  of  this  title. 
If  no  one  before  the  pre-emption  and  entry  of  land  by  a  party 
has  acquired  the  right  to  divert  the  waters  of  a  stream,  then  the 
patent  from  the  general  government  conveys  the  water  as  an  inci- 
dent to  the  soil  over  which  it  flows.     If  it  has  been  appropriated 


»  Barrows  v.  Fox,  98  Cal.  63,  32 
Pac.  811;  Faulkner  v.  Bondoni,  104 
Cal  140,  37  Pac.  883 ;  Avery  v,  John- 
ton  (Wash.),  109  Pac.  1028.  Cf. 
Hutehiiison  v.  Watson  D.  Co.  (1909), 
16  Idaho,  484,  133  Am.  St.  Rep.  125, 
101  Pac.  1059. 

1  Infra^  sec.  755,  between  riparian 
ownen;  sec.  814  et  seq.,  between  a 
nparian  and  a  nonriparian  owner. 

2  Citing  Irwin  v.  Phillips,  5  Cal. 
140,  63  Am.  Dec.  113,  15  Morr.  Min. 
Bep.  178. 


8  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  at 
355,  10  Pac.  674. 

4  As  to  the  exception  of  the  govern- 
ment in  this  early  case,  see  supra,  sec. 
91. 

5  Crandall  v.  Woods,  8  Cal.  136,  1 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  604. 

In  a  recent  case  (Duckworth  v. 
Watsonville  etc.  Co.,  150  Cal.  520,  89 
Pac.  338),  Mr.  Justice  Shaw  said; 
"The  effect  of  an  appropriation  under 
the  statute,  when  completed,  is  that 
the   appropriator   thereby   acquires  a 


278  (3ded.)     Pt.n.    CALIFOBNIA  *  COLOBADO  DOCTRINES. 


}259 


before  the  time  when  the  patent  takes  effect,  it  does  not."^  In 
Washington:  "The  right  to  appropriate  water  for  mining  and  agri- 
cultural purposes  from  watercourses  on  the  public  domain  is  sanc- 
tioned by  acts  of  Congress,  and  recognized  by  all  the  courts;  but 
when  the  government  ceases  to  be  the  sole  proprietor,  the  right  of 
the  riparian  owner  attaches,  and  cannot  be  subsequently  invaded 
in  those  States  where  the  common-law  doctrine  of  riparian  rights 
prevails.**'  In  Nebraska:®  '*We  conclude,  therefore,  that  in  this 
State,  under  any  view  we  may  take  of  the  subject,  the  right  of 
riparian  proprietors  to  the  use  of  the  waters  flowing  in  the  streams 
to  which  their  lands  are  adjacent,  when  once  attached,  is,  in  its 
nature,  a  vested  right  of  property,  a  corporeal  hereditament,  being 
a  part  and  parcel  of  the  riparian  land  which  is  annexed  to  the  soil, 
and  the  use  of  it  is  an  incident  thereto  which  the  owners  cannot 
rightfully  be  deprived  of  or  devested  except  by  grant,  prescription, 
or  condemnation,  with  compensation  by  some  of  the  means  and 
methods  recognized  by  law  for  the  taking  or  damaging  of  private 
property  for  public  use."* 

In  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States:  In  Sturr  v.  Beck,^* 
the  court  said  that  when  the  government  ceased  "to  be  the  sole 
proprietor,  the  right  of  the  riparian  owner  attaches  and  cannot 
be  subsequently  invaded,"  and  that  "the  riparian  owner  has  the 


right  superior  to  that  of  any  subse- 
quent appropriator  on  the  same 
stream But  he  acquires  there- 
by no  right  whatever  as  against  rights 
existing  in  the  water  at  the  time  his 
appropriation  was  be^n.  An  appro- 
priation  does   not,  oi   itself,   deprive 

any  pri\^te  person  of  his  rights 

It  affects  and  devests  the  riparian 
rights  otherwise  attaching  to  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,  solely  be- 
cause the  act  of  Congress  declares  that 
grants  of  public  lauds  shall  be  made 
subject  to  all  water  rights  that  may 
have  previously  accrued  to  any  person 
other  than  the  grantee."  Regarding 
this  passage,  see  further,  supra,  sec. 
246. 

6  Knowles,  J.,  in  Thorp  v.  Freed, 
1  Mont.  Gol. 

7  Xesalhous  v.  Walker,  45  Wash. 
621,  88  Pac.  1032.  Soe,  also,  Sander 
V.  Wilson,  34  Wash.  6.59,  76  Pac.  280. 

8  Crawford  v.  Hathaway,  67  Neb. 
325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  93  N.  W. 
781,  60  L.  B.  A.  889. 


0  In  a  late  South  Dakota  case  where 
plaintiff  appropriated  water  for  non- 
riparian  use  after  defendants  had  set- 
tled upon  an  upper  part  of  the  stream 
but  before  defendants  were  using  it, 
it  was  said:  "As  riparian  proprietors, 
however,  they  have  the  right,  as 
against  the  plaintiff,  to  use  sufficient 
water  for  domestic  purposes  and  for 
the  irrigation  of  all  the  cultivable 
riparian  land  which  can  be  irrigated, 
and  which  was  settled  upon  by  their 
grantors  prior  to  the  location  of  the 
plaintiff's  appropriation.  As  to  ripa- 
rian land  settled  upon  subsequently  to 
such  location,  the  owner  thereof  is  not 
entitled  to  use  any  water  for  irriga- 
tion to  the  injury  of  the  plaiiftiff's 
appropriation."  Redwater  etc.  Co.  v. 
Reed  (S.  D.),  128  N.  W.  702.  See, 
also,  Redwater  Co.  v.  Jones  (S.  D.), 
130  N.  W.  85 

io'l33  U.  S.  541,  551,  10  Sup.  Ct. 
Bep.  350,  33  L.  Ed.  761. 
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right  to  have  the  water  flow  ui  currere  solebat,  undiminished  ex- 
cept by  reasonable  consumption  of  upper  [riparian]  proprietors,  and 
DO  subsequent  attempt  to  take  the  water  only  can  override  the  prior 
appropriation  of  both  land  and  water,"  etc. 

The  prior  grant  of  land  receives  this  protection  against  later 
taking  away  of  the  water  merely  because  it  is  the  same  protection 
that  is  given  to  the  whole  of  a  piece  of  land  that  is  private  prop- 
erty. The  rest  of  the  land  receives  the  .  same  protection.  The 
land,  by  virtue  of  a  prior  grant  from  the  government,  being  pri- 
vate, the  appropriator  cannot  build  a  ditch  over  it,  which  is  taking 
a  right  of  way.**  The  appropriator  cannot  ditch  over  a  prior 
mining  claim,*^  nor  build  a  house  on  land  in  private  hands  of  an- 
other,*^ nor  interfere  witlj  the  prior  right  of  way  of  another.**  The 
cases  in  all  States  to-day  recognize  t^is  inviolability  (except  by 
condemnation  on  eminent  domain)  of  the  right  of  the  prior  gran- 
tee to  the  land  itself ;  the  difference  is  only  that  the  Colorado  doc- 
trine refuses  to  extend  it  also  to  the  right  to  the  water  on  the  land. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  260.  Prior  Settlers  Who  Hold  the  Land  in  Fee.— All  land 
that  has  passed  into  private  ownership  in  fee  simple  is  fully 
within  this  rule,  and  protected  in  its.  riparian  rights  against  sub- 
sequent appropriators,  though  the  appropriator  goes  on  vacant 
public  land  to  make  his  appropriation.  Usually  the  land  passes 
into  private  ownership  by  virtue  of  a  patent  under  the  homestead, 
pre-emption,  or  other  Federal  laws.  But  the  fee  may  have  been 
acquired  by  virtue  of  a  Mexican  grant,  made  before  the  United 
States  acquired  sovereignty;  and  riparian  rights  1[in  jurisdictions 
recognizing  riparian  rights)  fully  attach  to  land  whose  title  is 
deraigned  under  a  Mexican  grant.**    Of  course,  the  California  rule 


"  Suprd,  sec.  221  et  aeq. 

^  Jennison  t.  Kirk,  98  U.  8.  453, 
25  L.  Ed.  240,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  504. 

"  Whitmore  v.  Pleasant  Valley  Co., 
27  Utah.  284,  75  Pac.  748. 

^*  Bvhee  v.  Oregon  etc.  Co.,  139 
r.  8.  663,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Bcp.  641,  35  L. 
Ed  .305  (quaere). 

'•■^Vux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  10 
Par.  674;  Pope  v.  Kinman,  54  Cal.  3; 
V<>rnon  etc.  Co.  v.  Los  Angeles,  106 
Cal.  237.  39  Pac.  762;  City  of  Los 
Angeles  v.  Pomeroy,  124  Cal.  597,  57 
P>f.  585;  Pomeroy  on  Riparian 
Bigbta,  lec  42.    See  Crystal  Springs 


Co.  V.  Los  Angeles,  177  U.  S.  169,  20 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  573,  44  L.  Ed.  720. 
Titles  under  Mexican  grants  were  set- 
tled under  act  of  Congress  March  3, 
1851,  entitled,  "An  act  to  apcertain 
and  Fettle  the  private  land  claims  in 
the  State  of  California."  Mexican 
grants  enter  prominently  into  the  land 
law  of  California.  In  Moore  v.  Smaw, 
17  Cal.  199,  79  Am.  Dec.  123,  12  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  418,  Judge  Field  held  a 
confirmation  of  a  Mexican  grant  to  be 
erfuivalent  to  an  ordinary  United 
States  patent.  The  supreme  court  of 
the  Uxuted  States  now  holds  the  con- 
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does  not  apply  in  jurisdictions  where  riparian  rights  are  rejected 
in  ioio}^ 
Riparian  rights  attach  likewise  to  a  .grant  of  State  lands.^^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  261.  Prior  Settleni  Before  Patent. — ^As  we  have  repeatedly 
said  of  the  California  law,  "the  right  to  divert  water  from  a 
riparian  owner  has  never  been  recognized  by  customs,  laws,  or  de- 
cisions of  courts  in  this  State.  On  the  contrary,  all  the  decisions 
of  this  court  as  to  acquiring  water  by  naked  appropriation  have 
been  based  on  the  fact  that  the  water  was  on  the  public  domain,  and 
that  there  were  no  riparian  owners  to  complain."** 

The  only  question  upon  the  matter  which  ever  existed  in  the 
California  reports  was,  When  did  the  land  become  private  respect- 
ing rights  of  way  or  watfers  thereout  Was  it  from  the  mere 
taking  possession  by  the  settler)  Or  was  it  from  the  date  he 
entered  an  application  for  the  land  in  the  land  office!  Or  was  it 
when  he  made  final  proof  in  the  land  office!  Or  was  it  when  he 
got  a  certificate  from  the  land  office  of  full  payment  to  the  United 
States  for  the  land!  Or,  finally,  was  it  only  when  a  patent  actu- 
ally issued  to  him  for  the  land?  This  matter  remained  long  in 
conflict,  though  to-day  it  is  well  settled  that  riparian  rights  are 
protected  from  the  first  step  necessary  to  acquire  patent.    The 


trarj.  BouquUlas  etc.  Co.  v.  Curtis, 
213  U.  S.  339,  29  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  493, 
53  L.  Ed.  822.  It  is  now  held  a  con- 
firmation and  not  a  quitclaim.  Los 
Angeles  Co.  v.  Los  Angeles,  217  IT.  S. 
217,  30  Sup.  Ct.  B«p.  452. 

!•  Gutierres  v.  Albuquerque  etc.  Co., 
188  U.  8.  545,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  338, 
47  L.  Ed.  588.  Before  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo  or  the  Gadsden 
purchase,  landowners  are  held  in 
Arizona  not  to  have  had  the  rights  of 
riparian  owners,  and  hence  that  no 
such  right  attaches  to  a  Mexican  grant 
so  as  to  be  preserved  by  confirmation 
of  the  grant  after  the  United  States 
acquired  sovereignty.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  Mexican  law  resembled  (it 
is  held  in  Arizona)  the  law  of  appro- 
priation rather  than  the  law  ht  ripa- 
rian rights.  Boquillas  Land  Co.  v. 
Curtis,  11  Ariz.  128,  89  Pac.  504. 
Affirmed  in  Boquillas  etc.  Co.  v.  Cur- 
tis, 213  U.  S.  339,  29  Sup.  Ct.  Eep. 
493,  53  L.  Ed.  822. 


And  there  is  an  exception  even  in 
California,  which  subordinates  the 
Mexican  grant's  riparian  rights  to  the 
pueblo  right  of  the  city  of  Los  Angeles. 
Los  Angeles  Co.  v.  Los  Angeles 
(1910),  217  U.  S.  217,  30  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  452,  54  L.  Ed.  736.  See  tupra, 
sec.  68. 

IT  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  Id 
Pac.  674,  saying:  ''Our  conclusion  on 
this  branch  of  the  case  is  that  section 
1422  saves  and  protects  the  riparian 
rights  of  all  those  who,  under  tHe  land 
laws  of  the  State,  shall  have  acquired 
from  the  State  the  right  of  possession 
to  a  tract  of  riparian  land  prior  to  the 
initiation  of  proceedings  to  appropri- 
ate water  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  code." 

18  T.  B.  McFarland,  counsel,  in  Os: 
good  V.  El  Dorado  etc.  W.  Co.,  56  Cal. 
572,  5  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  37,  later  a 
member  of  the  supreme  court. 


§261 


Cb.  12.    APPROPBIATOBS  AND  SETTLERS.      (3d  ed.)  281 


patent  relates  back  to  the  first  step  to  acquire  it,  just  as  the  water  ap- 
propriation relates  back  to  posting  of  notice  or  commencement  of 
wort*** 

The  difficulty  was  that,  in  the  pioneer  days  all  possessions  (or 
"possessor^'  rights"),  whether  of  waters  or  mines  or  lands,  were, 
in  technical  law,  mere  trespassers  against  the  government  as  owner 
of  the  public  lands  and  had,  it  was  claimed,  no  actual  rights  until 
patent.  But  Crandall  v.  Woods  *•  protected  the  settler  against 
later  diversion,  from  the  very  date  of  occupancy  or  taking  pos- 
session of  the  land,  and  similar  dicta  appeared  in  other  early  Cali- 
fornia cases.^^  So,  likewise,  the  act  of  1866  contains  a  proviso  that 
an  appropriation  must  not  conflict  with  the  ** possession*'  of  any 
settler  on  the  public  domain.^*  Notice  may  also  be  taken  of  an 
early  Colorado  act,  copied  in  other  States,  that  one  holding  a 
possessory  claim  to  land  on  a  stream  bank  should  have  preserved 
to  him  a  right  to  use  the  water  "to  the  fullest  extent  of  the  soil. "  ^ 
However,  the  contrary  was  held  in  early  Nevada  cases,  saying 
he  would  be  protected  only  when  patent  issues,^  and  likewLse 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  at  first  refused  to 
consider  a  mere  riparian  possessor  as  having  any  riparian  rights 
until  patent  actually  issued,^^  and  for  a  time  the  California 
court  withdrew  from  the  position  taken  in  the  first  cases  and  held 
that,  until  patent  actually  issues  for  the  land,  or  at  least  until 
full  payment,  riparian  rights  were  not  to  be  protected  against 
later  appropriation.^ 

But  to-day  it  is  well  settled  that  a  patent  takes  effect  (at  least 
as  against  water  appropriators)   by  relation  back  to  the  initial 


18a  Infra,  sec  393  et  seq. 

»  8  Cal.  136,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
604,  affinned  in  Leigh  v.  Ditch  Co.,  8 
Cal.  328,  12  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  97. 

»  E.  g.,  Hill  V.  Newman,  5  Cal. 
445,  63  Am.  Dec.  140,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  513,  sajing  prior  location  upon 
the  land  ijave  rights ;  but  aee  Irwin  v. 
Phillips,  5  Cal.  140,  63  Am.  Dec.  113, 
15  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  178,  refusing  to 
eoDsider  the  occupant  a  "tenant  at 
will"  of  the  government. 

21  U.  S.  Rev.  Stfits.,  sec.  2339.  See 
MeGuire  v.  Brown,  106  Cal.  660, 
39  Pftc.  1060,  30  L.  R.  A.  384;  Tit-. 
<'omb  V.  Kirk,  51  Cal.  288,  5  Morr. 
Min.  Sep.  10;  Jacob  v.  Lorenz,  98 
^'al  335,  33  Pac.  119;  Woodruff  v. 
North  Bloomfield  Co.^  18  I'ed.  753,  9 


Saw.  441;  Jennison  v.  Kirk,  98  U.  S. 
453,  25  L.  Ed.  240,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
504,  construing  the  proviso  in  the  act 
of  1866  to  this  effect.  But  notice 
that  the  act  also  speaks  of  "home- 
steads allowed," 

22  Supra,  sec.  119. 

23  Covington  v.  Becker,  5  Nev.  281; 
Hobart  v.  Ford,  6  Nev.  77,  15  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  236;  Lake  v.  Tolles,  8  Nev. 
285. 

24  Basey  v.  Gallagher,  87  U.  S.  670, 
22  L.  Ed.  452,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  683. 

23  Osgood  V.  Water  Co.,  56  Cal.  571, 
5  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  37;  Farley  v. 
Spring  Valley  etc.  Co.,  58  Cal.  142. 
Not  until  final  proof  was  the  holding 
originally  in  Washington.  Ellis  v. 
Pomeroy  etc.  Co.,  1  Wash.  572,  21  Pac. 
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step  to  acquire  it;  and  the  first  formal  step  under  the  land  laws 
for  acquiring  the  land  (upon  surveyed  land,  filing  entry  or  ap- 
plication in  the  land  office)  is  to-day  sufficient  to  entitle  the 
settler  to  protection  in  his  riparian  rights  against  subsequent  appro- 
priators.^  **It  was  held  in  McGuire  v.  Brown,^  which  is  the  lead- 
ing case  in  the  State  and  a  case  most  excellently  reasoned,  that  the 
statutes  above  quoted*  do  not  copfer  the  right  upon  an  appro- 
priator  of  water  on  public  land  to  go  upon  land  after  its  entry  by 
another  as  a  homestead  but  before  the  claimant  had  made  final 


27.  Si3e,  also,  Tynon  v.  Despain 
(1896),  22  Colo.  240,  43  Pac.  1039. 
This  was  the  real  point  involved  in 
this  Colorado  case,  though  the  Colorado 
law  now  proceeds  upon  wholly  dif- 
ferent considerations. 

There  has  been  much  uncertainty 
in  the  law  of  this  matter  so  far  as 
concerns  the  related  matter  of  rail- 
way rights  of  way  over  the  land  of 
existing  settlers  before  patent.  Thus, 
while  at  one  time  it  was  held  that  a 
railroad,  under  grant  of  Congress, 
could  locate  its  road,  without  com- 
pensation, over  an  existing  unpatented 
mining  claim  (Doran  v.  Central  Pac. 
Co.,  24  Cal.  245),  or  an  existing  pre- 
emption claim  (People  y.  Shearer,  30 
Cal.  645;  Southern  Pac.  Co.  v.  Burr, 
86  Cal.  282,  24  Pac.  1032;  Western 
P.  Ry.  V.  Tevis,  41  Cal.  489),  or  over 
an  existing  ditch  (Bybee  v.  Oregon 
etc.  Co.,  139  U.  S.  680,  11  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  641,  35^1.  Ed.  305),  yet  the  usual 
holding  has  protected  the  possessory 
claim  against  the  railroad.  As  to  a 
mining  claim,  Alaska  etc.  Co.  v.  Cop- 
per etc.  Ry.  (Alaska,  1908),  160  Fed. 
862,  87  C.  C.  A.  666;  South.  Cal.  Ry. 
Co.  V.  O'Donnell,  3  Cal.  App.  385,  85 
Pac.  932;  as  to  a  pre-emption  claim, 
Washington  etc.  Co.  v.  Osborne 
(1889),  2  Idaho,  527,  557,  21  Pac. 
421;  as  to  a  homestead  claim,  John- 
son V.  Bridal  etc.  Co.  (Or.  1893),  24 
Or.  182,  33  Pac.  528;  liarsen  v.  Ore- 
gon Ry.  &  Nav.  Co.  (1890),  19  Or. 
240,  23  Pac.  974;  Spokane  Falls  etc. 
Co.  V.  Ziegler,  167  U.  S.  65,  17  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  728,  42  L.  Ed.  79.  See,  also, 
37  Land  Dec.  789.  The  question  is 
newly  arising  under  the  National  Ir- 
rigation Act,  as  to  how  far  the  United 
States  must  compensate  unpatented 
settlers  on  land  withdrawn  for  the 
national  irrigation  projects,  it   being 


recently  held  that  they  are  not  entitled 
to  compensation.  United  States  v. 
Hansen  (Wash.  1909),  167  Fed.  881. 
See,  also,  38  Land  Dec.  603;  Mes- 
senger V.  Kingsbury  (Cal.,  Nov.  21, 
1910),  112  Pac.  65,  dictum.  The  na- 
tional irrigation  case  presents  direct 
action  by  the  United  States;  the  rail- 
way cases  presented  action  under  an 
express  act  of  CongresB;  but  in 
theory  these  are  no  different  from  the 
water  cases,  which,  in  California,  also 
rest  the  appropriation  of  water  in 
grant  from  the  United  States;  and  in 
the  water  law  it  is  now  well  settled 
that  the  riparian  rights  of  the  posses- 
sory estate  will  be  protected  against 
appropriators  in  California.  (S^  the 
opinion  of  Judge  Whitson  in  the  Han- 
sen  case  ) 

1  Sturr  V.  Beck,  133  U.  S.  541,  10 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  350,  33  L.  Ed.  761; 
Lone  Tree  etc.  Co.  v.  Cyclone  etc.  Co., 
15  S.  D.  519,  91  N.  W.  362 ;  Same  v. 
Same  (S.  D.),  128  N.  W.  596;  Red- 
water  etc.  Co.  V.  Reed  (S.  D.),  128  N. 
W.  702;  Cruse  v.  McCauley,  96  Fed. 
369;  Conkling  v.  Pacific  etc.  Co.,  87 
Cal.  296,  25  Pac.  399;  Shenandoah  etc. 
Co.  V.  Morean,  106  Cal.  409,  39  Pac. 
802;  McGuire  v.  Brown,  106  Cal.  660, 
39  Pac.  1060,  30  L.  R.  A.  384 ;  Union 
M.  &  M.  Co.  V.  Dangberg,  2  Saw.  450, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,370,  8  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  113;  Long  on  Irrigation,  sec  30. 

The  certificate  of  final  entry  of 
land,  issued  by  the  United  States 
Land  Office,  is  evidence  of  the  facts 
recited  therein,  including  the  date  on 
which  settlement  was  made.  Davis  v. 
Chamberlain,  51  Oi*.  304,  98  Pac.  154. 

2  106  Cal.  660,  39  Pac.  1060,  30 
L.  R.  A.  384. 

3  U.  S.  Rev.  Stats.,  sees.  2339,  2340 
(act  of  1866). 


S261 


Ch.  12.    APPR0PRIAT0B8  AND  SETTLERS.     (3ded.)  283 


proof,  and  change  the  point  of  diversion  or  construct  new  ditches 
or  in  any  way  to  interfere  with  the  initiatory  rights  of  the  home- 
stead applicant.  Sturr  v.  Beck  *  holds  that  the  filing  of  a  home- 
stead entry  of  a  tract  across  which  a  stream  of  water  runs  in  its 
natural  channel,  with  no  right  or  claim  of  right  to  divert  it  there- 
from, confers  a  right  to  have  the  stream  continue  running  in  that 
channel  without  diversion,  which  right,  when  completed  by  full 
compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  statutes  on  the  part  of 
the  settler,  relates  back  to  the  date  of  the  filing  and  cuts  off  .inter- 
vening adverse  claims  to  the  water.  The  reasoning  in  this  case 
would  apply  equally  to  the  relation  back  of  the  right  of  the  home- 
stead entryman  to  the  land  conveyed  to  him  by  the  patent."^ 

A  valid  mining  location  constitutes  the  locator  a  riparian  owner 
within  this  rule ;  and  water  flowing  through  a  mining  location  can- 
not be  appropriated  later  to  the  injury  of  the  owner  of  the  mining 
claim's  riparian  rights,  though  the  claim  be  not  patented.® 

The  date  from  which  riparian  rights  are  now  protected  is,  in  the 
California  decisions  (as  already  said),  for  surveyed  land  the  filing 
of  entry  or  application  in  the  land  oflSce — the  first  formal  step 
under  the  homestead  or  other  statutes  for  acquiring  the  land.*^  In 
some  cases  in  other  jurisdictions  it  is  stated  indefinitely,  but  seem- 
ingly to  the  same  effect,  such  as  "from  the  first  necessary  pro. 
ceedings'*  or  **from  the  very  inception  of  his  title."®  But  there 
are  statements  in  the  cases  which  date  riparian  rights  from  the 
date  of  settlement  or  occupancy  with  intent  to  acquire  title,  though 


«  133  U.  S.  541,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
350,  33  L.  Ed.  761. 

••  Atkinson  v.  Washington  In.  Co., 
«  Wash.  75,  12  Am.  St.  Bcp.  978, 
86  Pac.  1123,  protecting  the  settler 
A^inst  an  irrigation  company  which 
nought  to  initiate  work  on  the  ground 
that  patent  had  not  yet  issued  to  the 
settK^r. 

«  Crandall  v.  Woods,  8  Cal.  136,  1 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  634;  Leigh  v.  Ditch 
Co.,  8  Cal.  323,  12  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
9".  See  Pomeroy  on  Riparian  Rights, 
«^.  33  et  seq. ;  Madigan  v.  Kougkarok 
M.  Co.,  3  Alaska,  63 ;  Schwab  v.  Beam, 
»»»)  Fed.  41,  19  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  279. 
(^0  infra,  sec.  366,  as  to  this  case.) 

But  not  where  riparian  rights  are 
ypjeeted  in  toto  as  under  the  Colorado 
doctrine.  Van  Dyke  v.  Midnight  Sun 
Co.  (Alaska),  177  Fed.  90;  Snyder  v. 
Colorado  etc.  Co.  (Colo.  C.  C.  A.),  181 


Fed.  62.     See  Cascade  Co.  v.  Empire 
Co.  (Colo.),  181  Fed.  1011. 

7  To  the  same  eflPect,  Sturr  v.  Beck, 
6  Dak.  71,  50  N.  W.  486;  Cruse  v. 
McCauley,  96  Fed.  369. 

8  Benton  v.  Johncox,  17  Wash.  277, 
61  Am.  St.  Rep.  912,  49  Pac.  498,  39 
L.  R.  A.  107,  adding:  "The  doctrine 
that  the  rights  of  a  patentee  or  gran- 
tee of  the  government  relate  back  to 
the  first  act  of  the  settler  necessary  in 
the  proceedings  to  acquire  title  is  also 
announced  in  the  following  cases: 
Sheploy  v.  Cowan,  91  U.  S.  330,  23  L. 
Ed.  424;  Larsen  v.  Navigation  Co.,  19 
Or.  240,  23  Pac.  974;  Faull  v.  Cooke, 
19  Or.  455,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  -836,  26 
Pac.  662.  See,  also,  Kinney  on  Irri- 
gation, sec.  210;  Union  etc.  Min.  Co. 
V.  Dangberg,  2  Saw.  450.  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  14,370,  8  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  113." 
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no  filings  have  yet  been  made.*  These  rulings  seem  to  be  made 
for  unsurveyed  land  only.  As  to  unsurveyed  land,  titles  relate 
back  to  the  settlement  antedating  the  filings,  since  filings  are  im- 
possible until  survey  is  made.^^ 

But  whether,  on  either  surveyed  or  unsurveyed  land,  naked 
occupancy  without  actually  intending  to  make  the  necessary  land 
filings  at  all,  will  protect  riparian  rights,  is  a  different  question. 
Against  a  wrongdoer  equally  without  right  to  the  land  or  water, 
it  may  be  that  the  first  mere  squatter  is  entitled  to  such  protec- 
tion.^^ Thus  naked  occupancy  of  land  was  sometimes  held  alone 
enough  in  the  pioneer  days  of  California  before  the  Federal  stat- 
utes, when  a  naked  appropriation  of  land  by  taking  possession  was 
as  complete  a  right  as  the  United'  States  afforded,  and  the  land 
appropriator  was  presumed  (as  against  later  water  appropriators) 
to  have  the  government's  grant  because  of  his  occupancy.^  But 
since  the  Federal  statutes  for  acquiring  land  titles,  an  express 
grant  of  land  is  provided  for,  and  to  protect  land  rights  (or 
riparian  rights  incident  thereto)  in  favor  of  one  not  proceeding 
thereunder,  and  against  one  proceeding  under  the  water  appro- 
priation statutes,  would  seem  in  violation  of  both  the  land  and 
water  statutes.  Consequently  it  has  been  held  that  a  bare  squat- 
ter upon  public  land,  surveyed  or  unsurveyed,  who  has  no  inteti- 
Hon  of  filing  upon  the  land  or  of  proceeding  to  actually  acquire 
title,  has  no  riparian  rights  against  an  appropriator  complying 


0  Morgan  v.  Sbaw,  47  Or.  333,  83 
Pac.  534;  Lone  Tree  Ditch  Co.  ▼. 
Cyclone  Ditch  Co.,  15  S.  D.  519,  91 
N.  W.  352;  Same  v.  Same  (8.  D.), 
128  N.  W.  596;  Stengle  v.  Tharp,  17 
S.  D.  13,  94  N.  W.  402 ;  Redwater  etc. 
Co.  V.  Reed  (S.  D.),  128  N.  W.  702; 
FauU  V.  Cooke,  19  Or.  455,  20  Am.  St. 
Rep.  836,  26  Pac.  662;  Benton  v. 
Johncox,  17  V^ash.  277,  61  Am.  St. 
R«p.  912,  49  Pac.  498,  39  L.  R.  A.  107, 
saying  the  settler  is  entitled  to  the 
common-law  rights  of  riparian  pro- 
prietors,, as  against  subsequent  appro- 
priators of  the  water,  from  the  date 
of  their  occupancy,  with  intent  to  ac- 
quire the  title  of  the  government  in 
pursuance  of  law.  In  Redwater  Co.  v. 
Jones  (S.  D.),  130  N.  W.  85,  it  is  .paid 
the  rule  is  the  same  whether  .a  pre- 
emption or  a  homestead. 

10  U.  S.  Rev.  Stats.,  sec.  2266, 
allowed  pre-emption  rights  from  date 


of  settlement  with  intent  to  acquire 
title,  provided  a  statement  was  filed 
in  the  local  land  office  within  three 
months  after  survey.  The  Homestead 
Act  of  May  20,  1862,  12  Stat.  392,  did 
not  originally  allow  settlements  on  un- 
surveyed land;  but  after  A.  C.  May 
14,  1880,  homesteading  was  also  per- 
mitted on  unsurveyed  land;  so  that 
thereafter,  under  both  the  pre  emotion 
and  homestead  laws  land  titles  of  set- 
tlers relate  back  to  the  date  of  settle- 
ment and  not  merely  to  entry  of 
record  of  claim  in  the  land  office.  St. 
Paul  Ry.  Co.  .V.  Donohue,  210  U;  S 
21,  30,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  600,  52  L.  Ed. 
941 ;  William  Boyle,  38  Land  Dec.  603. 

11  Supra,  sec.  246,  "disseisin"; 
infray  sec.  319,  "trespassers";  infra^ 
sec.  724,  "who  are  riparian  proprie- 
tors." 

12  Crandall  v.  Woods,  8  Cal.  136,  1 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  634. 
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with  the  water  statutes.^^  Naked  possession  oiE  the  public  lands 
gives  no  rights  against  those  who  peaceably  seek  to  obtain  rights 
under  the  statutes  now  passed  for  that  purpose.^^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  262.  Prior  Settlers  Under  the  Oolorado  Doctrine. — ^The  fore- 
going is  the  California  doctrine.  Under  the  Colorado  doctrine,  as 
a  general  principle,  riparian  rights  can  never  be  acquired  by  any- 
one.^' Private  land  in  Colorado  through  which  a  stream  flows 
carries  no  riparian  rights,  and  at  any  time  before  water  flowing 
through  it  is  actually  appropriated  to  use  by  th^  landowner  him- 
self, anyone  else  may  divert  away  the  whole  above  him,  though 
the  water  be  the  sole  element  of  value  of  the  land,  and  though 
the  land  patent  issued  before  the  adoption  of  the  provisions  in 
the  Colorado  constitution  regarding  appropriation.^®  In  Colorado 
the  presence  of  water  on  land  is  not  an  element  in  damages  on 
condemning  the  land  on  eminent  domain,  where  the  landowner 
had  made  no  application  of  the  water  ;^^  nor  does  the  Federal 
land  grant  confer  color  of  title  to  water  flowing  through  it.*® 
There  is  an  early  statute  in  Colorado  and  similar  States,  to  which 
we  have  frequently  referred,  declaring  that  all  landowners  on  the 
banks  of  streams  shall  be  entitled  to  use  the  waters  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  soil;  but  this  is  held  to  refer  only  to  cases  where 
the  water  is  actually  in  use  by  the  landowner.^® 

{3d  ed.) 

§  263.    Prior  Settlers  Under  the  Federal  Bight  of  Way  Acts. 

Settlers  or  landowners  haying  initiatory  rights  at  the  time  the 
survey  for  a  right  of  way  was  made  under  the  Federal  Right  of 
Way  Aets-^  are,  by  the  act  of  1891,  entitled  to  damages.  The 
clause  in  this  regard  is  practically  identical  with  the  clause  in  the 
act  of  18G6,  and  under  that  act  ditch  building  on  private  land  is, 


W  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  25o,  at 
432,  433,  10  Pac.  674;  Morris  v.  Bean 
(Mont.),  146  Fed.  432;  Scott  v. 
Toomey,  8  S.  D.  639,  67  N.  W.  838 ; 
Silver  Creek  etc.  Co.  v.  Hayes,  113 
CaL  142,  45  Pac.  191;  Kendall  v. 
Joyce,  48  Wash.  489,  93  Pac.  1091; 
Aveiy  7.  Johnson  (Wash.),  109  Pac. 
1028;  Hobart  v.  Ford,  6  Nev.  77,  15 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  236;  Lake  v.  Tolles, 
8  Ner.  285,  both  Nevada  cases,  being 
vbile  riparian  rights  were  recognized. 
Compare  United  States  v.  Hanson 
(Wub.),  167  Fed.  881. 


14  Lindley  on  Mines,  sec.  216  et  seq. 
See  Cal.  Pen.  Code,  sec.  420. 
13  Supra,  sec.  118. 

16  Sternberger  v.  Seaton  etc.  Co. 
(1909),  45  Colo.  401,  102  Pac.  168; 
citing  this  book.  Cf.  Cascade  Co.  v. 
Empire  Co.  (Colo.),  181  Fed.  1011. 

17  Siedler  v.  Seely,  8  Colo.  App. 
499,  46  Pac.  848. 

18  Clark  V.  Ashley,  34  Colo.  285,  82 
Pac.  588. 

i»  Supra,  sec.  119.  For  the  recent 
exception  in  Idaho,  see  supra,  sees.  118 
and  185. 

20  Infra,  sec.  430. 
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as  just  considered,  not  sanctioned  except  by  condemnation.  The 
rule  seems  to  be  that  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  Interior  can 
give  no  right  of  way  over  private  land;  and  land  entered  by  a 
settler,  though  not  yet  patented,  is  private  in  this  regard.-^ 

In  a  suit  by  the  United  States  to  restrain  canal  building  under 
the  act  of  1891,  the  rights  of  settlers  affected  by  the  canal  cannot 
be  adjudicated  if  they  are  not  parties  to  the  suit.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  264.  Oonclusions. — (a)  The  relation  between  appropriators 
and  riparian  owners  as  respects  use  of  water  raises  no  question 
upon  the  law  of  waters  under  the  Colorado  doctrine,  as  riparian 
rights  are  not  there  recognized. 

(b)  The  relation  between  appropriators  and  riparian  proprie- 
tors under  the  California  doctrine  is  that  of  successive  grantees 
from  the  United  States  as  owner  of  the  right  to  the  water  incident 
to  the  public  lands.  Priority  of  right  on  public  land  governs  on 
the  one  hand,  as  to  whether  the  riparian  owner's  rights  prevail 
or  not ;  on  the  other  hand,  riparian  rights  exist  in  the  surplus  over 
the  prior  appropriation.  As  to  any  surplus  over  the  po^ible  uses 
of  the  riparian  owner,  no  appropriation,  properly  speaking,  can  be 
made,  even  though  possibly  such  surplus  diversions  may  not,  in  all, 
cases,  be  wrongful.^ 

(c)^  Priority  governs  between  settlers  and  ditch  builders  (irre- 
spective of  water-rights)  ;  the  settler's  right  and  the  ditch  builder's 
right  both  relating  back  to  their  initiatory  proceedings  respec- 
tively. 


21  Supra,  sec.  221  et  seq.,  ditches  on 
private  land.  See,  also,  Whitmore  v. 
Pleasant  Valley  Co.,  27  Utah,  284,  75 
Pae.  748;  Nippel  y.  Forker,  9  Colo. 
App.  106,  47  Pac.  766;  Nippel  v. 
Forker,  26  Colo.  74,  56  Pac.  577; 
Baldridge  etc.  Co.  v.  Leon,  20  Colo. 
App.  518,  80  Pac.  477,  and  cases  in 
sec.  261,  note  21,  supra. 

The  land  office  says,  in  a  circular 
of  June  6,  1908,  containing  regula- 
tions concerning  rights  of  way:  "All 
persons  settling  on  a  tract  of  public 
land,  to  part  of  which  right  oi  way 
has  attached  for  a  canal,  ditch,  or 
reservoir,  take  the  land  subject  to  such 
right  of  way,  and  at  the  total  area 

§§  265-274.     (Blank  numbers.) 


of  the  subdivision  entered,  there  be- 
ing no  authority  to  make  deduction 
in  such  cases.  If  a  settler  has  a  valid 
claim  to  land  existing  at  the  date  of 
the  filing  of  the  map  of  definite  loca- 
tion, his  right  is  superior,  and  he  is 
entitled  to  such  reasonable  measure 
of  damages  for  right  of  way  as  may 
be  determined  upon  by  agreement  or 
in  the  courts,  the  question  being  one 
that  does  not  fall  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  this  department." 

22  United  States  v.  Lee  (N.  M.), 
110  Pac.  607.  See  infra,  see  626  et 
seq. 

23  jnfra,  sec.  824  et  seq. 


PART  III. 

THE  LAW  OF  PKIOR  APPROPfilATION. 

CHAPTER  13. 

ELEMENTS  OP  A  RIGrfT  BY  APPROPRIATION. 

i  275.  Introdnetoiy. 

S  276.  The  right  is  usufructuary. 

9  277.  No  property  in  the  "oorpiM"  of  the  water. 

{  278.  No  property  in  the  channel. 

S  279.  The  right  is  exclusive. 

f  2S0.  Distinguished  from  right  to  a  ditch. 

S  281.  Independent  of  mode  of  enjoyment. 

9  282.  Becent  tendency  to  ihe  contrary. 

5  283.  Real  estate. 

S  284.  Same — ^Taxation. 

f  285.  An  estate  of  freehold. 

S  286.  Conditional. 

S  287.  An  incorporeal  hereditament. 

f  288.  Definition. 

9  289.  Same.  ^ 

SS  290-298.    (Blank  numbers.) 

(3ded.) 

§  275,  Introdiictory. — ^In  the  law  of  watercourses  the  rules 
governing  the  usufruct  in  natural  streams  form  the  bulk  of  the 
law.  The  law  of  watercourses  is  a  law  of  natural  resources.  We 
shall  deal  with  this  body  of  law  under  two  systems  prevailing 
in  the  Western  States:  first,  the  system  of  prior  appropriation 
(the  system  of  priorities),  which  gives  unequal  rights  in  streams 
according  to  the  relative  times  of  beginning  use;  second,  the 
common  law  of  riparian  rights  (the  system  of  correlative  rights), 
which  gives  equal  rights  to  all  riparian  proprietors  without  re- 
gard to  the  relative  times  of  beginning  use.  The  reason  for  con- 
sidering them  in  this  order  is  that  the  common  law,  in  Western 
jiiriadietions  applying  it,  will  not  come  into  full  force  until  the 
riparian  lands  are  well  settled ;  while  the  law  of  prior  appropri- 
ation, in  the  present  day  of   large    stretches   of  vacant  unsettled 

(287) 
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public  land,  is  (outside  of  California,  where  private  land  pre- 
dominates in  agricultural  regions)  of  more  frequent  application 
at  the  present  time,  even  in  the  jurisdictions  which,  as  to  private 
lands,  apply  the  common-law  system. 

Speaking  now  of  the  law  of  prior  appropriation,  attention  is 
again  called  to  the  transition  which  it  is  undergoing  within  itself. 
From  a  possessory  system,  arising  as  a  possessory  right  upon  the 
public  domain,  acquired  by  taking  possession,  measured  by  capac- 
ity of  ditch  (the  amount  in  possession)  and  lasting  until  posses- 
sion is  intentionally  abandoned^  it  is  changing  to  a  **  particular 
use"  basis,  acquired  by  actual  use,  measured  by  beneficial  use 
alone,  and  lost  by  nonuse  without  regard  to  intention  to  abandon 
or  relinquishment  of  possession;  a  change  set  forth  more  in 
detail  in  a  preceding  chapter.*  Consequently,  the  elements  of 
the  right  are  more  or  less  in  a  state  of  flux;  and  although  to-day 
they  have  the  form  set  forth  in  the  following  sections,  departures 
from  time  to  time  may  be  expected  from  many  rulings  to-day 
made  in  some  of  these  matters. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  276.  The  Bight  la  Usufructuary.— Speaking  of  *' qualified 
property"  as  opposed  to  an  absolute  right  of  property,  Black- 
stone  says:*  **Many  other  things  may  also  be  the  objects  of 
qualified  property.  It  may  subsist  in  the  very  elements  of  fire 
or  light,  of  air,  and  of  water.  A  man  can  have  no  absolute  per- 
manent property  in  these,  as  he  may  in  the  earth  and  land ;  since 
these  are  of  a  vague  and  fugitive  nature,  and  therefore  can  admit 
only  of  a  precarious  and  qualified  ownership,  which  lasts  so  long 
as  they  are  in  actual  use  and  occupation,  but  no  longer.  If  a 
man  disturbs  another,  and  deprives  him  of  the  lawful  enjoyment 
of  these;  if  one  obstructs  another's  ancient  windows,  corrupts 
the  air  of  his  house  or  gardens,  fouls  his  water,  or  unopens  and 
lets  it  out,  or  if  he  diverts  an  ancient  watercourse  that  used  to 
run  to  the  other's  mill  or  meadow;  the  law  will  animadvert 
hereon  as  an  injury,  and  protect  the  party  injured  in  his  posses- 
sion. But  the  property  in  them  ceases  the  instant  they  are  out 
of  possession;  for,  when  no  man  is  engaged  in  their  actual  occu- 
pation, they  become  again  common,  and  every  man  has  equal 
right  to  appropriate  them  to  his  own  use."* 

1  Supra,  spc.  139.  *  This  quotation  is  given  as  an  ex- 

2  Book  II,  chapter  25,  p.  '395.  planation  of  what  is  meant  by  a  usu- 
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The  right  of  an  appropriator  is  likewise  only  usufructuary. 
Although  for  shortness'  sake,  the  appropriator  is  spoken  of  as 
the  owner  of  the  water,  yet  there  is  no  property  in  the  water 
itself  nor  in  the  channel  of  the  stream  conferred  by  the  appro- 
priation ;  the  appropriator  owns  a  right  only  to  have  the  flow  and 
use  of  the  stream,  which  is  called  his  *' water-right."*  The 
stream  water  itself  is  in  the  "negative  community,"  the  prop- 
erty of  no  one ;  or,  by  the  recent  Water  Code  form  of  expression, 
^'belongs  to  the  public"  or  to  the  ''State  in  trust  for  the  peo- 
ple."' 


(3d  ed.) 

§  277.  No  Property  in  the  ''Corpus"  of  the  Water.— Property 
in  the  corpus  of  the  waters  is  not  recognized,  so  long  as  flowing 
naturally;  the  naturally  flowing  substance  is  li}^e  the  air  in  the 
atmosphere,  incapable  of  being  owned.  "This  court  has' never 
departed  from  the  doctrine  that  running  water,  so  long  as  it  con- 
tinues to  flow  in  its  natural  course,  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  made 
the  subject  of  private  ownership.  A  right  may  be  acquired  to  its 
use,  which  will  be  regarded  and  protected  as  property;  but  it 
has  been  distinctly  declared  in  several  cases  that  this  right  car- 
ries with  it  no  specific  property  in  the  water  itself."  Adding 
that  it  may  be  different  with  water  in  a  ditch  severed  from  the 
natural  stream.^ 

Hence,  the  appropriator  cannot  sue  for  the  value  of  water  at 
so  much  per  inch  or  gallon  diverted  from  the  stream  above  him 
by  another;  he  must  declare  for  the  damage  to  his  enterprise 
from  loss  of  the  flow  and  use.''    Likewise  a  sale  of  the  water- 


fractuarj  right,  that  feature  heing 
fommon  to  both  the  systems  of  ap- 
propriation and  riparian  rights.  The 
passage  quoted  and  others  in  Black- 
atone  were  at  one  time  further  thought 
to  eoantenance  the  law  of  appropria- 
tioo  in  England ;  but  that  was  a  mis- 
tin'lerstanding  of  the  passage,  and  has 
long  since  been  repudiated.  See  infrOf 
we.  666  et  seq. 

*  Riverside  etc.  Co.  v.  Gage,  89  Cal. 
410,26  Pac.  8fi9;  Smith  y.  Green,  109 
Cal.  229,  41  Pac.  1022. 

*  SuprOf  c.  1. 

«  Kidd  V.  Laird,  15  Cal.  162-180, 
76  Am.  Dec.  472,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
57L    Neither    a    riparian    proprietor 

Wat«r  Bightt — 19 


nor  an  appropriator  has  title  or  owner- 
ship in  the  water  of  the  stream.  This 
has  been  expressly  decided  with  re- 
'spect  to  appropriators.  The  same  rule 
applies  to  the  riparian  owner.  Mr. 
Justice  Shaw,  in  Duckworth  t.  Wat- 
sonville  Water  Co.,  150  Cal.  520,  89 
Pac.  336. 

That  appropriation  is  only  usufruc- 
tuary, and  confers  no  ownership  in 
the  corpus  of  the  water  is  set  forth 
at  length  in  the  first  part  of  this  book. 
See  especially,  sec.  18,  supra. 

1  Parks  etc.  v.  Hoyt,  57  Cal.  44; 
Riverside  etc.  Co.  v.  Gage,  89  Cal:  410, 
418,  26  Pac.  889. 
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right  does  not  mean  the  delivery  of  any  specific  quantity  of 
water.®  •  It  does  not  sell  the  water  itself,  but  only  the  right  to 
use  it?  Nor  can  one  set  up  a  claim  to  water  after  it  has  been 
allowed  to  run  oflf  without  intent  to  recapture.^^  When,  how- 
ever, the  water  has  once  been  severed  from  its  natural  water- 
course, so  long  as  it  is  in  an  artificial  structure  such  as  reduces  it  to 
possession,  it  does  become  the  subject  of  ownership,  and  like  the 
law  respecting  the  fish  in  the  water  after  being  caught,  the  corpus 
is  private  property.^^ 

The  point  here  involved  id  a  fundamental  one  in  all  legal  con- 
ceptions of  rights  in  running  water  as  distinguished  from  stand- 
ing or  percolating  water,  being  borrowed  into  the  law  of 
appropriation  from  the  common  law  and  into  the  common  law 
from  the  civil  law.  It  is  what  is  comprehended  by  the  phrase 
that  running  waters  are  "publici  juris,"  or  ** belong  to  the  pub- 
lic," flsewhere  herein  discussed.^ 

(Sd  ed.) 

§  278.  No  Property  in  the  Channel — ^Property  in  the  channel 
does  not  pass  to  the  appropriator,  but  remains  in  the  United 
States  unless  granted  as  land  to  others  under  the  homestead  or 
other  Federal  land  laws.    And,  consequently,  the  same  channel 

• 

may  be  used  by  several  appropriators,  as  where  one  man  had  ap- 
propriated water  and  a  later  comer  above  stream  added  a  large 
volume  of  water  to  the  channel,  and  then  diverted  it  again  be- 
fore it  reached  the  former  appropriator,  thus  using  the  channel 
as  a  link  in  a  long  ditch  line.^^  If  the  appropriator  happens  also 
to  own  the  channel  by  some  other  source  of  title,  he  may  sell 
it  without  affecting  the  water-right  and  vice  versa.^*  Others 
may  build  a  reservoir  in  the  bed.^^  If  a  river  abandons  its  chan- 
nel while  on  public  land,  tlie  channel  cannot,  after  title  to  the  bed 
has  passed  as  land  to  a  private  owner,  be  used  for  drainage  of 

8  Booth  V.  Chapman,  59  Cal.  149.  w  Hoffman  v.  Stone,  7  Cal.  46,  4 

•  Johnston  v.  Little  Horse  etc.  Co.,  Morr.    Min.   Bep.   520;    Butte   Co.   v. 

13  Wyo.  208.  110  Am.  St.  Rep.  986,  Vaughn,  11  Cal.  143,  70  Am.  Dec.  769, 

79  Pac.  26,  70  L.  R.  A.  341.  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  552.     Supra,  sec. 

10  Eddy  V.  Simpson,  3  Cal.  249,  58  38. 
Am.  Dec.  408   15  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  175.  j^  j^     ,^  ^   g^^  j^j        ^      ^  ^^ 

SuprQt  sec.  37  et  seq.  ^Qg        "^  .        *  ' 

n  Supra^  c.  3. 

12  Supra,  c.  1.    See,  also,  infra,  sec  15  Larimer    etc.    Co.    v.    People,    8 

688.  Colo.  614,  9  Pae«  794. 


S  279  Ch.  13.     ELEMENTS  OF  RIGHT.  (3d  ed.)  291 

waste  by  an  appropriator,  since  his  appropriation  gave  him  no 
property  in  the  channel  itself.** 

(3d  ed.) 

§  279.  The  Bight  is  Exclusive. — As  opposed  to  the  correlative 
rights  of  the  common  law,  whereby  all  riparian  owners  on  the 
stream  have  equal  rights,  under  the  law  of  appropriation  the 
rights  of  the  claimants  are  unequal.  Each  has  an  exclusive 
right  to  the  extent  of  his  prior  appropriation,  and  appropriations 
vary  greatly  in  the  extent  of  right  appropriated.  **A  party  ap- 
propriating water  has  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  to  use  the  same 
for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  appropriated."^'^  So  long  as 
the  water  is  put  to  beneficial  use,  priority  alone  governs.  Full 
protection  is  given  to  the.  prior  appropriator  against  all  later 
comers.*®  This  exclusiveness  includes  the  right  to  tributaries 
and  sources,*®  even  tributary  percolating  water  so  far  as  proof 
traces  it  as  tributary,^  and  also  storm  waters  that  are  of  annual 
occurrence.^*  It  is  held:  **The  prior  appropriator  of  a  par- 
ticular quantity  of  water  from  a  stream  is  entitled  to  the  use 
of  that  water,  or  so  much  thereof  as  naturally  fiows  in  the 
stream,  unimpaired  and  unaffected  by  any  subsequent  changes 
which,  in  the  course  of  nature,  may  Irave  been  wrought.  To  the 
extent  of  his  appropriation  his  supply  will  be  measured  by  the 
waters  naturally  flowing  in  the  stream  and  its  tributaries  above 
the  head  of  his  ditch,  whether  those  waters  be  furnished  by  the 
usual  rains  or  snows,  by  extraordinary  rain  or  snow  fall,  or  by 
springs  or  seepage  which  directly  contribute."^  It  is  said, 
**The  appropriator  took  the  water  with  the  right  to  have  the 
stream  flow  as  it  was  wont  to  flow,"^  which  is  as  strict  a  state- 
ment as  the  **agtia  currit  et  debet  currere  ut  currere  solebat*^  of 
riparian  rights.    And  he  can  insist  on  the  flow,  though  he  has 

w  Bof^lino    V.    Giorgretta,    20    Colo.  is  below  considered.    Infra,  sec.  310  et 

App.  338,  78  Pae.  612.     Cf.  Schodde  seq. 
V.  Twin  Falls  Co.,  161  Fed.  43,  88  C.  19  Infra    sec    337 

C.   A.    207,    holding   that   an   appro-  20  Infra,  sec.  108*2. 

pnator  has  no  property  m  tl^e  "cur-  „    ,  !« 

rcDt."    but    the    real    eflfect    of    the  ^*  Infra,  sec.  347.     See,  also,  infra, 

<Iectsion    involves    a    different    matter  8^*  825. 

elsewhere  considered.     Infra,  sec.  310  22  Beaverhead    etc.    Co.    v.    Dillon 

et  seq.  etc.  Co.,  34  Mont.  135,  85  Pac.  880. 

n  Hoffman  v.  Stone,  7  Cal.  49,  4  23  Morris   v.    Bean,    146    Fed.    435. 

Morr.  Min.  Rep.  520.  But  see   Schodde   v.   Twin    Falls   etc. 

18  A  tendency  to  modify  this  rule  Co.  (Idaho),  161  Fed.  43,  88  C.  C.  A. 

that  priority  gives  an  ezelusive  right  207. 
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also  rights  on  another  stream  which  would  supply  him — he  can- 
not be  made  to  exhaust  his  rights  on  one  before  using  the  other.^ 
This  exclusive  right  of  the  prior  appropriator  to  have  the 
natural  flow  to  the  extent  of  his  appropriation  does  not,  how- 
ever, enable  him  to  insist  upon  receiving-  it  in  the  natural  chan- 
nel; the  upper  appropriator  may  instead  give  it  to  him  by 
returning  it  into  his  ditch  above  his  place  of  use — not  necessarily 
into  the  stream  above  the  head  of  his  ditch — if  he  gets  the  quan- 
tity to  which  he  is  entitled,  thereby  substantially  permitting  the 
substitution  of  an  artificial  flow  if  it  can  be  done  without  dam- 
age^ (provided  that  the  party  substituting  an  artificial  flow  sus- 
tains the  burden  of  proof  (which  is  on  him)  that  he  will  not,  now 
or  in  the  future,  damage  the  prior  appropriator;  for  if  he  does 
not  plead  and  prove  this,  or  if  his  artificial  plan  has  any  element 
of  doubt,  it  will  be  unlawful).^  The  prior  appropriator  further 
has  no  right  to  waters  brought  into  the  stream  exclusively  by 
the  labor  or  artificial  works  of  another  man  who  has  not  intended 
to  abandon  them,  for  such  artificial  increments  are  not  part  of 
the  natural  flow;*  nor  has  he  a  right  to  any  flow  where,  from 
natural  causes,  such  as  drying  up,  the  streain  if  undisturbed 
would  not  reach  him  anyway'  (provided,  however,  that  where, 
in  the  absence  of  surface  flow  to  him,  there  is  still  an  underflow 


24  Norman  f.  Corblej,  32  Mont.  195, 
79  Pae.  1059. 

25  Pomona  W.  Co.  v.  San  Antonio 
W.  Co.  (1908),  152  Cal.  618,  93  Pac. 
881;  Wiggins  v.  Museupiabe  etc.  Co., 
113  Cal.  182,  54  Am.  St.  Bep.  337, 
45  Pac.  160,  32  L.  R.  A.  667;  Huflfner 
V.  Sawday  (1908),  153  Cal.  86,  94 
Pac.  424,  dictum;  Fuller  v.. Sharp,  33 
Utah,  431*,  94  Pac.  817;  Harrington 
V.  Demarria,  46  Or.  Ill,  77  Pac.  603, 
82  Pac.  14,  1  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  756; 
Chandler  y.  Austin,  4  Ariz.  346,  42 
Pac.  483. 

1  Miller  v.  Bay  Cities  W.  Co.,  157 
Cal.  256,  107  Pac.  115,  27  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  772;  Huffner  v.  Sawday,  153 
Cal.  86,  94  Pac.  424. 

2  Supra,  sees.  38,  61. 

8  Beaverhead  etc.  Co.  v.  Dillon  etc. 
Co.,  34  Mont.  135,  85  Pac.  880;  Paige 
V.  Rocky  Ford  etc.  Co.,  83  Cal.  84, 
21  Pac.  1102,  23  Pac.  875;  Raymond 
V.  Wirnsette,  12  Mont.  551,  33  Am.  St. 
Rep.  604.  31  Pac.  537;  Cruse  v.  Mc- 
Cauley    (Mont),  96  Fed.  373;   West 


Point  etc.  Co.  v.  Moroni  etc.  Co.,  21 
Utah,  229,  61  Pac.  16;  Howcroft  v. 
Union  etc.  Co.,  25  Utah,  311,  71  Pac. 
487;  Booth  t.  Trager,  44  Colo.  409,  99 
Pac.  60;  Union  etc.  Co.  v.  Dangberg 
(C.  C.  Nev.),  81  Fed.  73;  City  of  Tel- 
luride  v.  Blair,  33  Colo.  353,  80  Pac. 
1053;  Fuller  v.  Sharp,  33  Uteh,  431, 
94  Pac.  817;  Duckworth  v.  Watson- 
ville  W.  Co.,  150  Cal.  520,  89  Pac. 
336;  Guttierrez  v.  Wege,  145  CaL  at 
735,  79  Pfec.  449;  tike  latter  two  ap- 
plying \he  same  rule  to  riparian  own- 
ers. Contra,  Morris  v.  Bean,  146  Fed, 
436,  sayine  that  it  is  no  defense  that 
water  would  not  reach  plaintiff  any- 
way, if  defendant's  diversion  is  a  con- 
tributing cause.  Such  a  defense,  the 
court  says,  is  quite  common,  as  old  as 
irrigation,  and  perhaps  as  old  as  tres- 
pass itself.  See,  also,  Petterson  v. 
Payne,  43  Colo.  184,  95  Pac.  301, 
holding  that  there  is  a  presumption 
against  the  validity  of  the  defense. 
Compare  Perry  v.  Calkins  (CaL,  1911), 
113  Pae.  136. 
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or  "aubflow"  in  the  dry  bed,  the  tipper  surface  diversion  must 
not  diminish  the  underflow,*  and  also  provided  the  evidence 
that  the  water  would  all  naturally  disappear  before  reaching 
plaintiff  is  clear  and  convincing,^  of  which  defendant  has  the 
harden  of  proof)  .•  There  is  no  right  in  the  natural  flow  such 
as  would  allow  the  ditching  back  of  a  stream  that  had  shifted  its 
course  naturally ;  ^  nor,  if  a  stream  becomes  flUed  with  mud  and 
silt,  can  the  appropriator  raise  his  dam  higher  so  as  to  preserve 
the  natural  depth  there,  if  in  so  doing  the  rights  of  others  are 
interfered  with,  though  later  in  time.® 

The  right  to  exclusive  use  carries  with  it  such  right  to  exclu- 
sive flow  as  is  necessary  to  preserve  the  appropriator 's  use  wi^- 
ont  damage  to  his  use ;  but  is  not  .violated  by  any  act  that  does 
not  interfere  with  his  use  of  the  water.  The  right  to  the  flow  is 
subordinate  to  the  right  of  use,  and  cannot  exceed  it.  "The  prin- 
ciple, in  brief,  is  this:  That  where  one  is  entitled  to  the  use  of  a 
given  amount  of  water  at  a  giyen  point,  he  may  not  complain  of 
any  prior  us§  made  of  the  water  which  does  not  impair  the  quan- 
tity or  quality  to  which  he  is  entitled,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
he  may  not  lay  claim  to  any  excess  of  water  over  the  amount  to 
which  he  is  entitled,  however  it  may  be  produced.** • 

Under  the  possessory  origin  of  the  law  of  appropriation,  the 
right  to  the  natural  flow  was  the  main  thing,*^  but  the  change  to 
a  "particular  use"  system  has  put  flrst  the  specific  use  made  of 
the  water,  and  subordinates  the  right  of  flow  to  the  right  of  use. 
To  that  extent,  however,  the  right  of  flow  remains  exclusive  of 
later  appropriators. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  280.  Distinguished  from  Bight  to  a  Ditch.— The  water- 
right  is  entirely  distinct  from  the  right  to  the  ditch,  canal,  or 
other  structure  in  which  the  water  is  conveyed.  The  latter  is  an 
easement  over  land.    The  former  is  an  incorporeal  hereditament 


<  Huffner  v.  Sawday,  153  Cal.  86, 
54  Pac.  424;  Pctterson  v.  Payne,  43 
t'olo.  1S4,  95  Pac.  301. 

B  Alamosa  Co.  y.  Nelson,  42  Colo. 
140,  93  Pac.  1112. 

«  Petterson  v.  Payne,  43  Colo.  184, 
95  Pac.  301 ;  Miller  v.  Bay  Cities  W. 
Co.,  157  Cal.  256,  107  Pac.  115,  27 
L.  R.  A.,  N.  8..  772;  Huffner  v.  Saw- 
day,  153  Cal.  86,  94  Pac.  424. 


T  Paige  V.  Rocky  etc.  Co.,  83  Cal. 
84,  21  Pac.  1102,  23  Pac.  875;  Wholey 
V.  Caldwell,  108  Cal.  95,  49  Am.  St. 
Rep.  64,  41  Pac.  31,  30  L.  R.  A.  820. 

8  Nevada  etc.  Co.  v.  Powell,  34  Cal. 
109,  91  Am,  Dec.  685,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  253. 

9  Pomona  W.  Co.  v.  San  Antonio 
W.  Co.  (1908),  152  Cal.  618,  93  Pac. 
881.  * 

10  Supra,  sec.  139. 
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sui  generis,  in  the  flow  and  use  of  the  stream  as  a  natural  re- 
source, and  not  an  easement.  The  water-right  and  ditch-right 
may  be  conveyed  separately,  or  the  one  may  exist  without  the 
other.  An  abandonment  of  one  does  not  necessarily  include 
abandonment  of  the  other.  One  may,  however,  be  appurtenant 
to  the  other.  The  matter  is  discussed  and  eases  cited  at  length 
later." 

(3d  ed.) 

§  281.  Independent  of  the  Mode  of  Enjoyment. — ^The  posses- 
sory origin  of  the  law  of  appropriation  of  water  has  its  strongest 
survival  in  the  rule  that  the  right  is  independent  of  ownership  or 
possession  of  any  land,  and  independent  of  the  manner,  means, 
place  or  purpose  of  use  or  of  point  of  diversion.  Upon  the  pub- 
lic domain  where  the  law  of  appropriation  arose,  no  private 
claimant  originally  owned  any  land — all  were  asserted  to  be  but 
trespassers  against  the  United  States.  Besides,  the  purposes  for 
which  appropriations  were  made  in  the  early  days — that  is,  dis- 
tribution to  miners — ^required  the  taking  of  water  to  distant 
lands  occupied  by  strangers  to  the  appropriator.  Possession  of  a 
stream  on  public  land  being  the  right  (the  United  States  per- 
mitting absolute  freedom  in  the  matter),  that  possession  could 
be  shifted  from  place  to  place  or  from  purpose  to  purpose,  and 
the  point  of  diversion  moved  up  or  down  stream,  all  these  things 
being  done  on  unoccupied  public  land.^ 

This  has  had  strong  survival,  and  as  the  authorities  generally 
stand  to-day,  the  water  may  be  taken  from  and  over  and  be  used 
on  distant  lands  owned  entirely  by  the  government  or  (with 
their  permission)  by  other  private  parties,  as  was  and  is  fre- 
quently the  case  with  canal  companies.  This  is  a  distinguishing 
feature  of  the  law  of  appropriation.  Appropriation  is  the  doc- 
trine of  separate  ownership  of  land  and  water.^*  The  original 
case  of  Irwin  v.  Phillips^*  was  such  a  case.  Title  to  land  is  in 
no  way  concerned.^*^  This  is  now  accepted  without  comment  in 
California.  We  may  also  quote  the  following  from  a  Montana 
case:^®  **The  legal  title   to   the    land   upon  which  a  water-right 

11  Jnfraf  sees.  455,  456.  15  Santa  Paula  etc.  Works'  v.  Per- 

12  Supra,  sec.  139.  alta,  113  Cal.  38,  45  Pac.  168. 

13  Crawford  etc.  Co.  v.  Hathaway,  le  Smith  v.  Denniif,  24  Mont.  20, 
60  Neb.  754,  84  N.  W.  273.  81  Am.  St.  Rep.  408,  60  Pac.  398,  50 

•     14  5  Cal.  140,  63  Am.  Dec.  113,  15      L.  B.  A.  741. 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  178. 
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acquired  by  appropriation  mad^  on  the  public  domain  is  nsed 
or  intended  to  be  used  in  no  way  affects  the  appropriator's  title 
to  the  water-right."  In  a  recent  Utah  case^*^  it  is  said:  **The 
exclusive  right  to  use  certain  waters  in  this  State  has  always  been 
independent  of,  and  separate  from,  the  ownership  of  the  land  on 
which  the  water  was  used  or  the  ownership  of  any  land.^  The 
authorities  generally  support  this  view."^® 

An  important  application  of  the  rule  is  in  the  recent  matter 
of  interstate  streams,  where  it  is  held  that  an  appropriation,  be- 
ing independent  of  the  place  of  use,  may  (in  the  absence  of 
express  statutory  prohibition)  be  made  in  one  State  for  use  in 
any  other  State .^ 

The  rule  has  been  chiefly  litigated  in  regard  to  change  of  place 
of  use,  and  sale  of  the  water-right  for  use  on  different  land^  and 
citation  of  authorities  is  postponed  to  a  later  section,^^  except 
for  a  few  to  show  the  prevailing  acceptance  in  the  courts  of  the 
rule  that  the  appropriation  is  independent  of  title  or  possession 
of  any  land.^ 


17  Patterson  v.  Byan  (Utah),  108 
Pac.  1118,  Mr.  Justice  Frick. 

18  Citing  Sullivan  v.  Mining  Co.,  11 
i:tah,  438,  40  Pac.  709,  30  L  B.  A. 
186. 

19  Citing  this  book,  2d  ed.,  see.  63. 

20  InfrOj  sec.  340  et  seq. 

21  Infra,  sec.  508  et  seq. 

22  California. — Calkins  v.  Sorosis 
etc.  Co.,  150  Cat  426,  88  Pac.  1094. 

Colorado. — Coffin  y.  Left  Hand 
Ditch  Co.,  6  Colo.  443;  Thomas  v. 
Guiiaud,  6  Colo.  530;  Strickler  t. 
Colorado  Springs,  16  Colo.  61,  25  Am. 
St.  Rep.  245,  26  Pac.  313;  Town  of 
Sterling  v.  Pawnee  etc.  Co.,  42  Colo. 
421,  94  Pac.  341,  15  L.  R  A.,  N.  S., 
238;  Davis  v.  BandaU,  44  Colo.  488, 
99  Pac.  322. 

Idaho. — Hard  v.  Boise  etc.  Co.,  9 
Idaho,  589,  76  Pac.  331,  65  L.  B.  A. 
407.  See  Mahonej  v.  Neiswanger,  6 
Idaho,  750,  59  Pac.  561. 

Montana. — Havs  v.  Buzard,  31 
Mont.  74,  77  Pac.  423;  Smith  v.  Den- 
niff,  24  Mont.  20,  81  Am.  St.  Bep.  408, 
60  Pac.  398,  50  L.  B.  A.  741. 

Nevada. — ^Unibn  etc.  Co.  v.  Dang- 
bere,  81  Fed.  73. 

Oregon, — Nevada  etc.  Co.  v.  Ben- 
nett, 30  Or.  59,  60  Am.  St.  Bep.  777, 


45  Pac.  472.  It  was  held  in  Hough 
V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98 
Pac.  1098,  102  Pac.  728,  that  a  bona 
fide  intention  to  devote  water  to'  a 
beneficial  use  may  comprehend  the  use 
to  be  made  bj  or  through  other  per- 
sons and  upon  lands  other  than  those 
of  the  appropriator? 

UtaK — Patterson  t.  Bjan  (Utah), 
108  Pac.  1118;  Sowards  v.  Meagher 
(Utah),  108  Pac.  1113. 

Washington.  —  Thorpe  t.  Tenem 
Ditch  Co.,  1  Wash.  566,  20  Pac.  588. 
But  see  contra,  Avery  v.  Johnson 
(Wash.),  109  Pac.  1028. 

Wyoming. — Johnston  v.  Little  Horse 
etc.  Co.,  13  Wyo.  208,  110  Am.  St. 
Bop.  986,  79  Pac.  22,  70  L.  B.  A.  341 ; 
Willey  V.  Decker,  11  Wyo.  496,  100 
Am.  St.  Bep.  939,  73  Pac.  210;  Frank 
V.  Hicks,  4  Wyo.  502,  35  Pac.  475, 
1025. 

See,  also,  Hawaiian  Com.  etc.  Co. 
V.  Wailuku  etc.  Co.,  15  Hawaii,  677; 
Pomeroy  on  Biparian  Bights,  sees.  46, 
92;  Kinney  on  Irrigation,  sec.  156; 
Gould  on  Waters,  sec.  230;  17  Am. 
&  Eng.  Ency.  of  Law,  497,  and  casos 
collected  in  65  L.  B.  A«  407,  note. 


296  (3d  ed.)     Pt.  IIL     THE  LAW  OF  PRIOR  APPROPRIATION.       1 2S2 


(3d  ed.) 

§  282.  Same— Becent  Tende&cy  to  the  Contrary. — The  neces- 
sity for  taking  the  water  to  distant  lands  without  returning  it  to 
the  stream  and  making  the  right  to  the  water  independent  of 
ownership  of  riparian  land  aided  in  giving  rise  to  the  rule  that 
the  right  is  independent  of  ownership  of  any  land.  Use  on  dis- 
tant land  is  hence  characteristic.  This  characteristic  use  on 
distant  lands  involves  loss  of  the  efficiency  of  the  water  and 
is  a  necessary  evil  of  the  law  of  appropriation.  In  one  case 
the  loss  by  seepage  in  transportation  was  so  great  as  to  damage 
the  lands  passed  over.^ 

Under  the  rule  of  riparian  rights  at  common  law  the  right  to 
use  the  water  is  annexed  to  riparian  lands  and  dependent  upon 
title  thereto ;  and  the  law  of  appropriation  was  a  protest  against 
fastening  the  right  to  any  land;  conforming  to  the  possessory 
origin  of  the  law  of  appropriation  and  necessities  of  miners  in 
the  early  days  in  California,  when  the  use  had  to  be  made  on 
the  public  domain  and  in  regions  where  the  mines  were  in  the 
mountains  often  away  from  the  stream  valley,  and  changed 
from  place  to  place  as  old  claims  gave  out  and  new  ones  were 
discovered.  But  to-day  it  is  sometimes  thought  unfortunate  in 
its  application  to  irrigation,  which  can  be  made  best  in  the 
valleys  near  the  stream,  or,  at  all  events,  may  be  permanently 
carried  on  in  a  fixed  location.  The  recent  legislation,  conse- 
quently, is  attacking  this  principle,  and  in  the  arid  States  (as 
an  instance  of  the  general  change  now  going  on  from  a  possessory 
to  a  use  system) 2*  substituting  the  principle  **that  the  right  to 
use  the  water  for  irrigation  inheres  in  the  land  irrigated,"  and 
is  inseparable  therefrom,  or  separable  only  with  the  permission 
of  the  State  Engineer  and  publication  of  notice.^    President 


23  Stuart  V.  Noble  etc.  Co.,  9  Idaho, 
765,  76  Pac.  255. 

24  Supra,  sec.  139. 

25  Arizona. — Gould  v.  Maricopa  etc. 
Co.,  8  Ariz.  429,  76  Pac.  598;  Slosaer 
V.  Salt  River  etc.  Co.,  7  Ariz.  376,  65 
Pac.  332. 

ZdaAo.— Laws  1903,  p.  223;  Laws 
1907,  p.  507.  See,  also,  Rev.  Codes, 
sec.  3240;  Laws  1901,  sec.  9,  b. 

Nehraalca, — Farmers'  Irr.  Dist.  v. 
Frank,  72  Neb.  136,  100  N.  W.  286; 
Comp.  Stats.,  sec  6436. 


Nevada. — Stats.   1905,   p.  66.     But 
see  Stats.  1909,  p.  31. 

New  Mexico, — Stats.  1907,  p.  71,  c 
49,  sec.  44. 

North  Dakota,— at?itB.  1905,  c.  34, 
sees.  23,  50. 

Oklahoma,— SUits.  1905,  p.  274,  c 
21,  sees.  21,  30. 

Orc^o*?.-- Stats.  1909,  c.  216,  sec.  65. 

South  Dakota, — Stats.  1907,  p.  373, 
c.  180,  sees.  31,  49. 

Utah,— St&t9.  1905,  c.  108,  sees.  63, 
60.     See,  also,  Comp.  Laws  of  1907, 
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Boose velt  said  in  a  message:  ^  ''In  the  arid  States  the  only  right 
to  which  water  should  be  recognized  is  that  of  use.  In  irriga- 
tion  this  right  should  attach  to  the  land  reclaimed  and  be 
inseparable  therefrom."  The  National  Irrigation  Congress^ 
adopted  a  memorial  declaring  among  other  things  that  the  right 
to  the  use  of  water  for  irrigation  should  inhere  in  the  land 
irrigated.  Is  this  an  attempt  at  a  compromise  between  appro- 
priation and  riparian  rights!  A  characteristic  of  the  common 
law  of  riparian  rights  is  that  the  right  to  use  the  water  is 
attached  to  certain  lands;  a  characteristic  feature  of  appropria- 
tion is  that  the  appropriation  is  independent  of  title  to  or  pos- 
session of  any  lands. 

Another  evidence  of  a  tendency  to  depart  from  the  older  rule 
arises  in  connection  with  the  distribution  of  water  to  public 
uses  in  Colorado.  Under  a  tendency  to  public  ownership  of  irri- 
gation systems,  consumers  are  regarded  in  Colorado  as  owning 
the  appropriations  in  the  streams  rather  than  the  company,  and 
one  ground  for  such  ruling  is  that  in  the  connection  mentioned 
the  right  is  held  to  be  dependent  upon  the  place  where  the  use 
is  made  by  the  consumer.^  Here,  again,  the  law  is  in  a  state  of 
development,  for  the  older  view  is  still  frequently  taken  in  this 
connection  also;  for  example,  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  has  said  that  corporations  diverting  water  need  not  own 
any  land,  nor  ne  d  they  be  a  combination  of  landowners.^  And 
recent  cases  in  other  jurisdictions  have  ruled  that  the  rights  of 
canal  companies  or  any  appropriator  remain  unaffected  by  the 
fact  that  they  do  not  own  the  land  where  the  use  is  made.° 

Another  modification  and  a  return  to  the  principle,  in  this 
respect,  of  riparian  rights,  appears  in  the  New  Mexico  statute* 


■ee.  1288x8  and  24,  amended  in  Laws 
1909,  c.  62,  p.  84. 

Wathington.  —  Avery  v.  Johnson 
(Wash.),  109  Pac.  1028. 

Wyoming,  in  1909,  prohibited  change 
absolutely.  Laws  1909,  c.  68,  p.  112, 
set.  1. 

See  statutes  of  other  States  in  sees. 
506,  509,  infra,  and  in  Part  VIII  be- 
low. 

1  To  the  57th  Congress,  1st  Sess. 
(CoDR.  Rec.,  vol.  35,  pp.  85,  86). 

2  Ninth  Session  held  at  Chicago, 
TUinois,  November  21-24,  1900. 

'  l^fra,  tee.  1338  et  seq. 


*  Gutierres  v.  Albuquerque  etc.  Co., 
188  U.  S.  545,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  338, 
47  L.  Ed.  588.  See  Montezuma  Co.  ▼. 
Smithville  Co.,  218  U.  S.  371,  31  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  67,  54  L.  Ed.  1074. 

5  Nevada  D.  Co.  v.  Bennett,  30  Or. 
59,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  777,  45  Pac.  472; 
Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac. 
732,  98  Pac.  1098,  102  Pac.  728; 
Sowards  v.  Meagher  (Utah),  108  Pac. 
1113.  See  generally  infrOy  sec.  395  et 
seq.  (application  to  use),  and  sees. 
1324,  1338  et  seq.  (consumers  as  ap- 
propria  ton* "). 

«  Laws  1007,  e.  49,  p.  71. 
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prohibiting  an  appropriation  for  Use  beyond  the  watershed  of 
the  stream  from  which  the  water  is  taken ;  and,  a  recent  Idaho 
decision  that  unused  water  must  be  returned  to  the  stream  from 
which  taken  so  far  as  not  inconsistent  with  the  use  for  which 
appropriated,  even  though  there  be  no  appropriators,  but  only 
riparian  proprietors,  on  the  stream  belowJ  Likewise,  some 
statutes  provide  that  an  appropriator  must  return  any  surplus 
water  to  the  stream  from  which  he  diverted  it,®  which,  so  far  as 
it  applies  (if  it  does  so  apply)  to  prior  appropriators,  is  a  great 
change,  as  hitherto  the  law  has  been  that,  being  independent 
of  place  of  use,  the  water  may  be  taken  from  use  under  one 
watershed  to  use  in  an  entirely  diflferent  watershed.® 

Consequently,  while  the  general  rule  to-day  maintains  the 
original  possessory  basis  of  the  independence  of  the  right  upon 
its  mode  of  enjoyment,  yet  the  transition  which  the  law  of 
appropriation  is  now  undergoing  from  a  possessory  to  a  specific 
.use  system  is  causing  numerous  departures.^^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  283.    Real  Estate. — The  right  to  the  flow  and  use  of  water,' 

being  a  right  in  a  natural  resource,  is  real  estate.^^ 


t  Hutchinson  v.  Wataon  D.  Co. 
(1909),  16  Idaho,  484,  133  Am.  St. 
Eep.  125,  101  Pac.  1059. 

8  Nev.  Stats.  1907,  p.  30,  sec.  4; 
Mont.  Stats.  1907,  p.  109;  Cobbey's 
Nebraska  Stats.,  sec.  6813.  Such  is 
also  the  effect  of  Anderson  v.  Bass- 
man,  140  Fed.  14. 

»  In  a  Colorado  case — Coffin  v.  Left 
Hand  Ditch  Co.,  6  Colo.  443— the  ap- 
pellee claimed  to  have  appropriated 
certain  water  from  St.  Vrain  Creek, 
through  its  diversion  by  means  of  a 
ditch  which  conducted  the  water  to 
the  James  Creek,  thence  along  the  bed 
of  the  same  to  Left  Hand  Creek, 
where  it  was  again  diverted  by  lateral 
ditches,  and  used  to  irrigate  land  ad- 
jacent to  the  last-named  stream.  It 
was  contended  that  such  appropriation 
was  unlawful.  But  the  court  upheld 
it. 

10  See  supra,  sec.  139,  transitiopary 
state  of  the  law. 

11  California, — Civ.  Code,  sec.  801; 
Hill  ▼.  Newman,  5  Cal.  445,  63  Am. 
Dec.  140,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  513; 
California  etc  Co.  ▼.  County  of  Los 


Angeles  (1909),  10  Cal.  App.  185,  101 
Pac.  547;  Pacific  Club  v.  Sausalito 
Co.,  98  Cal.  487,  33  Pac.  322 ;  Fudickar 
T.  East  Riverside  Irr.  Dist.,  109  CaL 
29,  41  Pac.  1024;  Santa  Paula  etc 
Co.  V.  Peralta,  113  Cal.  38,  45  Pac. 
168 ;  South  Tule  etc.  Co.  v.  King,  144 
Cal.  450,  454,  77  Pac.  1032,  and  cases 
below  cited. 

Colorado. — Travelers'  etc.  Co.  t. 
Childs,  25  Colo.  360,  54  Pac.  1020; 
Davis  V.  Randall  (1909),  44  Colo.  488, 
99  Pac.  322;  Bates  y.  Hall,  44  Colo. 
360,  98  Pac.  3 ;  Wyatt  v.  Larrimer  & 
Weld  etc.  Co.,  18  Colo.  298,  36  Am. 
St.  Rep.  280,  33  Pac.  144;  Talcott  v. 
Mastin,  20  Colo.  App.  488,  79  Pac. 
973;  Bumham  y.  Freeman,  11  Colo. 
601,  19  Pac.  761. 

Idaho. — Rev.  Stats.  1887,  sec.  2825; 
Knowles  v.  New  Sweden  Lr.  Dist. 
(1909),  16  Idaho,  217,  101  Pac.  81; 
Taylor  v.  Hulett,  15  Idaho,  265,  97 
'  Pac.  37,  19  L.  R.  A.,  N.  8.,  535;  Ada 
Co.  etc.  Co.  y.  Farmers'  etc.  Co.,  5 
Idaho,  793,  51  Pac.  990,  40  L.  R.  A. 
48.5;  McGinness  v.  Stanfield,  6  Idaho, 
372,    55   Pac.    1020;    HaU   y.   Black- 
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In  Hill  V.  Newman  ^  the  court  says:  **Prom  the  policy  of  our 
laws  it  has  been  held  in  this  State  to  exist  without  private 
ownership  of  the  soil  upon  the  ground  of  prior  location  upon 
the  land  or  prior  appropriation  and  use  of  the  water.  The  right 
to  water  must  be  treated  in  this  State  as  it  has  always  been 
treated,  as  a  right  running  with  the  land,  and  as  a  corporeal 
privilege  bestowed  upon  the  occupier  or  appropriator  of  the  soil ; 
and  as  such,  has  none  of  the  characteristics  of  mere  personalty." 
The  court  held  that  a  justice  of  the  peace  has  no  jurisdiction 
over  an  action  for  diversion  of  water  because  it  was  an  action 
concerning  title  to  real  estate.^'  The  statute  of  frauds,  con- 
cerning conveyances  of  real  estate,  applies  to  it,  and  transfers 
must  be  by  deed.^^  The  statute  of  limitations  concerning  land 
applies  to  it.^^  So  do  the  recording  statutes,  as  between  suc- 
cessive conveyances. ^^  The  right  to  have  water  flow  from  a 
river  into  a  ditch  is  real  property."  A  wrongful  diversion  of 
water  is  an  injury  to  real  property.^'  The  right  to  take  water 
from  a  river  and  conduct  it  to  a  tract  of  land  is  realty .^®  The 
right  to  have  water  flow  through  a  pipe  from  a  reservoir  to  and 
upon  a  tract  of  land  is  an  appurtenance  to  the  land.^  An 
undivided  interest  in  a  ditch  and  in  the  right  to  water  flowing 
therein  is  real  property .^^  And  where  one  person  has  a  right 
to  the  flow  of  water  and  another  has  the  right  to  have  a  part 


mo,  8  Idaho,  272,  68  Pac.  19.  But 
ft  mere  permit  from  the  State  En- 
gineer is  not  real  property.  Speer  v. 
Stephenson  (1909),  16  Idaho,  707,  102 
Pae,  365. 

Montana, — Hale  ▼.  Jefferson  County, 
39  Mont.  137,  101  Pac.  973  (but  see 
Helena  W.  W.  Co.  v.  Settles,  37  Mont. 
237,  95  Pac.  838). 

Snada, — Rickey  L.  ft  C.  Co.  ▼. 
MUIer  ft  Lux,  152  Fed.  14,  81  C.  C. 
A.  207. 

VtaK — Conant  v.  Deep  Creek  Co., 
23  Cuh,  627,  90  Am.  St.  Rep.  721, 
«e  Pkc  188.  • 

12  5  Oal.  445,  63  Am.  Dec.  140,  4 
Morr.  Min.   Rep.    513. 

^  A  somewhat  similar  decision  ap- 
pears in  Pacific  etc.  Club.  v.  Sausalito 
et€.  Co.,  98  Cal.  487,  33  Pac.  322. 

w  Griseza  v.  Terwilliger,  144  Cal. 
456,  77  Pac.  1034;  Smith  v.  O'Hara, 
43  Oil.  371,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  671  j 
Oneto  T.  Restano,  78  CaL  374,  20  Pao. 


743;  Dorris  v.  Sullivan,  90  CaL  279, 
27  Pac.  216;  Hayes  v.  Fine,  91  Cal. 
391,  27  Pac.  772;  Bates  v.  Hall,  44 
Colo.  360,  98  Pac.  3.  See  infra,  sec. 
555  et  seq.,  parol  sale. 

15  Yankee  Jim  etc.  Co.  v.  Crary, 
25  Cal.  504,  85  Am.  Dec.  145,  1  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  196,  and  see  infra,  sec.  579 
et  seq. 

16  Partridge  v.  McKinney,  10  Cal. 
181,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  185 ;  Lyles  v. 
Perrin,  119  Cal.  264,  51  Pac.  332. 
Infra,  sec.  542. 

17  Lower  Kings  River  W.  D.  Co.  v. 
Kings  River  &  F.  C.  Co.,  60  Cal.  410. 

18  Last  Chance  etc.  Co.  v.  Emi- 
grant D.  Co.,  129  Cal.  278,  61  Pac. 
960. 

i»  South  Tule  etc.  Co.  v.  King,  144 
Cal.  454,  77  Pac.  1032. 

20  Standard  v.  Round  Valley  Co., 
77  Cal.  403,  19  Pac.  689. 

21  Hayes  v.  line,  91  Cal.  398,  27 
Pac  772. 
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of  such  water  flow  to  his  land  for  its  irrigation,  the  right  of 
the  latter  is  real  property.^  Ditches  and  water-rights  may  be 
sold  on  execution  as  real  property.^  An  action  to  quiet  title 
as  for  real  property  is  proper.^*  And  an  action  to  settle  rights 
is  one  to  quiet  title  to  realty.^  In  Idaho  water-rights  are 
declared  real  estate  by  statute.^  As  it  is  real  property,  an  action 
to  quiet  title  thereto  cannot  be  brought  by  an  administrator.* 
It  may  be  acquired  by  descent,  as  real  property.*  It  is  a  vested 
right,  protected  by  the  constitution,^  and  capable  of  estimation 
in  money .*^ 

That  the  usufructuary  right  to  the  flow  and  use  of  a  natural 
stream  by  appropriation  is  real  property  is  fully  recognized.* 

A  permit  from  the  State  Engineer  to  make  an  appropriation 
is  not,  however,  real  property,  not  being  an  appropriation,  but 
only  a  consent  to  acquire  oneJ 

The  corpus  of  water,  as  distinguished  from  its  usufruct  in  the 
natural  resource^  is  not  real  property.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  284.  Same — ^Taxation. — ^Por  convenience,  we  state  here 
some  matters  regarding  taxation  of  ditches  and  water-rights. 

Water-rights  are  real  estate  for  the  purposes  of  taxation,®  but 
should  not  be  assessed  separately  from  the  lands  to  which  (if 


22  Dorris  v.  Sullivan,  90  Cal.  286, 
27  Pac.  216;  Farmers'  etc.  Co.  v.  New 
Hampshire  etc.  Co.  (1907),  40  Colo. 
467,  92  Pac.  290.  See,  also,  Stanis- 
laus Water  Co.  v.  Bachman  (1908), 
152  Cal.  716,  93  Pac.  858,  15  L.  B. 
A.,  N.  S.,  359. 

23  Gleason  v.  Hill,  65  Cal.  18,  2 
Pac.  413. 

24  Gutheil  etc.  Co.  v.  Montclair,  32 
Colo.  420,  76  Pac.  1050. 

25  Taylor  v.  Hulett,  15  Idaho,  265, 
97  Pac.  37,  19  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  535. 

1  Idaho  R«v.  Stats.  1887,  sec.  2825 ; 
Boise  etc.  Co.  v.  Stewart,  10  Idaho, 
38,  77  Pac.  32,  321;  Ada  etc.  Co.  v. 
rirmers'  etc.  Co.,  5  Idaho,  793,  51 
Pac.  990,  40  L.  R.  A.  485;  McGinness 
V.  Stanfleld,  6  Idaho,  372,  55  Pac. 
1020;  Hall  v.  Blackman,  8  Idaho,  272, 
68  Pac.  19;  Taylor  v.  Hulett,  15 
Idaho,  265,  97  Pac.  37. 

2  Travelers'  Ins.  Co.  v.  Childs,  25 
Colo.  360,  54  Pac.   1020. 

a  Hall  V.  Blackman,  8  Idaho,  272, 
68  Pac.  19. 


4  Town  of  Sterling  v.  Pawnee  etc 
Co.,  42  Colo.  421,  94  Pac.  339,  15  L. 
R.  A.,  N.  S.,  238.  See,  also,  Lamar 
etc.  Co.  V.  County  etc.  Co.,  26  Colo. 
370,  77  Am.  St.  Rep.  261,  58  Pac 
600;  Mohl  v.  Lamar  etc.  Co.  (Colo.), 
128  Fed.  776;  Knowles  v.  New 
Sweden  Irr.  Dist.,  16  Idaho,  217,  101 
Pac.  81;  Miller  v.  Wheeler  (1909), 
54  Wash.  429,  103  Pac.  641,  23  L.  R. 
A.,  N.  S.,  1065;  Montpelier  Co.  ▼. 
MontpeUer  (Idaho,  1911),  113  Pac 
741. 

5  Waha-Lewiston  etc.  Co.  v.  Lewis- 
ton  Co.  (Idaho),  158  Fed,  137. 

6  As  to  when  the  corpus  of  water 
is  personal  property,  see  supra,  sec. 
35. 

7  Speer  v.  Stephenson  (1909),  16 
Idaho,  707,  102  Pac.  365. 

8  SuprGf  sec.  1  et  seq.  As  to  when 
it  is  personal  property,  see  supra,  sec 
35. 

»  Authorities  supra;  also  Cal.  PoL 
Code,  sec.  3663;  contra,  Helena  W. 
Co.  Y.  Settles,  37  Mont.  237,  95  Pac 
£38. 
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any)  they  are  appurtenant.^®  In  California,  the  Political  Code 
provides:"  ** Water  ditches  constructed  for  mining,  manufactuf- 
ing  or  irrigation  purposes,  and  wagon  and  turnpike  toll  roads 
must  be  assessed  the  same  as  real  estate  by  the  assessor  of  the 
county,  at  a  rate  per  mile  for  that  portion  of  such  property  as 
lies  within  his  county."^  Water  actually  reduced  to  possession 
and  contained  in  waterworks  may  be  taxed  as  personalty,^'  but 
not  so  the  water-right  in  the  stream  as  distinguished  from  the 
corpus  of  the  water.** 

Irrigation  works  are  exempt  from  taxation  in  some  States.*** 
Under  the  Idaho  and  Colorado  exemption  it  is  held  that  ''In  order 
to  have  shown  that  this  ditch  was  exempt,  it  was  necessary  to 
show  that  the  waters  thereof  were  used  exclusively  upon  the  lands 
owned  by  the  owner  of  the  ditch,  or  to  have  shown  that,  in  fact, 
the  ditch  and  right  of  way  had  never  been  assessed."  "    • 

Wells  have  been  held  taxable  as  real  estate.*^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  285.    A  Freehold. — ^A  water-right  by  appropriation  is  not 

only  real  estate,  but  has  all  the  dignity  of  and  is  an  estate  of 

fee  simple,  or  a  freehold.    It  was  not  always  accepted  as  such 

in  the  early    days,    however.    This   historical    denial   that    the 

estate  was  a  freehold  we  have  already  traced  at  much  length  in 

the  historical  chapters;  how,  before  the  act  of  Congress  of  1866, 

it  was  strenuously  urged  that  the  appropriators  had  no  right  at 


10  Hale  T.  Jefferson  County  (1909), 
39  Mont.  137,  101  Pac.  973:  Colo. 
Const,  art.  10,  sec.  3.  See  Mart  v. 
Plum,  14  Cal.  148,  taxation  of  flume. 

"  See.  3663. 

^  See,  also,  infra,  tee.  590,  ad- 
rene  use.  As  to  place  of  taxation 
of  water-rights,  see  22  Harvard  Law 
Reriew,  233,  note;  Miller  v.  Madera 
etc.  Co.,  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502, 
22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  8.,  391. 

^  Irrigation  Co.  v.  Ogden  City,  8 
Utah,  494,  33  Pac.  135. 

14  Swpra,  c.  2.  But  in  Helena  W. 
W.  Co.  7.  Settles,  37  Mont.  237,  95 
Pae.  S38,  the  water-right  was  also 
beM  taxable  as  personalty  under  Mon- 
tana statutes.  The  decision,  aside 
fnm  any  special  statute,  would  be 
Against  authority  and  principle. 

w  ^riioiui.-- Stats.  1907,  p.  170. 

Colorado. — To  some  extent.  See 
Const,  art   10^   sec   3;    Bev.   Stats. 


1908,  sees.  5545,  5546.  See  Empire 
etc.  Co.  V.  Kio  Grande  etc.  Co.,  21 
Colo.  249,  40  Pac.  449;  Murray  v. 
Mqntrose  County,  28  Colo.  430,  65 
Pac.  26. 

ida/ia.—Laws  1899,  p.  221;  Rev. 
Stats.  1887,  sec.  4043.  See  Swank  v. 
Sweetwater  Co.,  15  Idaho,  353,  98 
Pac.  297. 

Nebraska, — Laws  1895,  e.  69,  p. 
266,  sec.  61;  Cobbey's  Ann.  Stats., 
sec.  6815. 

New  If cartco.- -Stats.  1905,  p.  270, 
sec.  8. 

Utah, — Const.,  art.  13,  sec.  3. 

This  list  is  probably  not  complete. 

w  Swank  v.  Sweetwater  etc.  Co.,  15 
Idaho,  353,  98  Pac.  297.  Colorado 
cases,  supra. 

17  California  etc  W.  Co.  t.  Los 
Angeles  (1909),  10  Cal.  App.  185, 
101  Pac  547. 
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all,  but  were  trespassers  on  the  public  lands,  the  United  Stata 
being  the  ijpal  owner  of  the  right  to  the  water;  how  the  right 
hence  took  on  many  features  of  a  possessory  character ;  ^  how  the 
early  cases  nevertheless  gave  to  the  rights  of  the  pioneers  all  the 
recognition  and  force  of  freehold  estates;^  and  how.  Congress 
ratified  this  by  the  act  of  1866.^  All  doubts  were  put  at  rest 
by  that  act;  and  ever  since  all  the  freehold  remedies  are  allowed 
the  appropriators  in  the  courts,  and  ^heir  rights  have  ever  since 
had  all  the  attributes  of  freehold  fealty.  As  said  in  a  very  late 
case:  "The  first  appropriator,  to  the  extent  of  his  appropriation 
when  completed  and  established,  is  the  owner  as  against  all  the 
world,'' ^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  286.  Oonditional. — ^Although  a  freehold,  the  right  is  con- 
ditional, in  the  nature  of  a  determinable  fee ;  a  feature  in  common 
with  other  rights  which  have  grown  out  of  the  possessory  system 
on  the  public  domain,  such  as  mining  claims  before  patent.  As 
to  the  possessory  rights  on  public  land  generally,  it  was  said: 
**Our  courts  have  given  them  the  recognition  of  legal  estates  of 
freehold,  and  so,  to  all  practical  purposes — if  we  except  some 
doctrine  of  abandonment,  not,  perhaps,  applicable  to,  such  estates^ 
unquestionably  they  are."^  Though  to-day  elevated  to  the 
dignity  of  real  estate,  water-rights  of  appropriation  still  retain 
the  impress  of  their  origin,  and  were  (and  frequently  are)  called 


18  Supra,  Bee.  139. 

There  was  some  early  contention 
that  this  mere  possessorj  estate,  be- 
ing without  actual  title  to  the  realty 
itself  (which  belonged  to  the  United 
States)  was  in  fact  personalty.  There 
was  much  contention  that,  as  per- 
sonalty, a  justice  of  the  peace  had 
jurisdiction  over  actions  concerning 
mining  claims  (Yale  on  Mining  Claims 
and  Water  Rights,  page  115) ;  but 
this  was  finally  given  up  (Ibid.)  ;  and 
as  to  water-rights  it  was  denied  as 
early  as  Hill  v.  Newman,  quoted 
supra,  sec.  283,  saying  that  a  water- 
right  was  not  personalty  because  the 
policy  of  the  law  treated  it  as  a  free- 
hold. Note,  however,  a  curious  sur- 
vival in  some  rulings  that  the  stat- 
ute of  frauds  does  not  (in  some  re- 
spects) apply;  that  a  parol  sale 
operates  as  an  abandonment   of  the 


appropriation,  as  though  the  estate 
were  still  the  mere  possessory  one  of  ft 
trespasser,  and  not  a  fee.  {Infra, 
sec.  555  et  seq.) 

10  Supra,  sec.  89  et  seq.  See  es- 
pecially Merritt  v.  Judd,  14  Cal.  64, 
6  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  62. 

20  Supra,  sec.  92  et  seq. 

21  Sowards  T.  Meagher  (Utah),  lOS 
Pac.  1113. 

In  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Justice  Shaw, 
in  California  appropriations  are  some- 
times still  said  to  be  mere  possessory 
rights  and  not  freehold;  but  only  in 
one  case  was  this  attempted  to  be 
applied  in  actual  decision,  and  refer- 
ence is  made  to  a  preceding  chapter 
where  that  case  (Duckworth  v.  Wat- 
sonville  Co.,  150  Cal.  520,  89  Pat 
3381)    is  discussed.     Supra,  sec    246, 

22  Merritt  v.  Judd,  14  Cal.  64,  6 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  62 
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a  privilege,  license  or  franchise^  (tinder  the  ** California"  theory 
by  grant  from  the  United  States  as  proprietor  of  the  public 
lands;  under  the  Colorado  or  Wyoming  theory,  by  permit  from 
the  State) ;  subject  to  the  conditions  of  the  local  law  (in  the  early 
California  days,  of  the  customs  of  miners)  which  insist  upon 
forfeiture  or  abandonment  upon  failure  to  make  beneficial  use. 
And  some  recent  Water  Codes  name  the  final  certificate  issued 
to  the  appropriator  a  "  license.  **24  »p]jjg  franchise,  privilege  or 
license  is  conditioned  on  beneficial  use  of  the  water;  a  failure  of 
this  condition  causes  a  loss  of  the  right.^ 

The  conditions  had  their  origin  in  the  customs  of  the  California 
miners,  but  custom  has  long  been  superseded  by  decision  and 
statute;  and  custom  has  no  more  bearing  in  this  subject  to-day 
than  in  the  general  law  of  real  estate.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  287.  An  Incorporeal  Hereditament. — A  water-right  by 
appropriation  is  not  within  the  term  "land.''*  It  is  not  sub- 
ordinate to  any  land,  but  independent  thereof  and  of  equal 
dignity  therewith,  and  hence  not  an  easement .•  Often  it  is  called 
an  easement,*  but  it  is  submitted  that  such  is  not  the  better  view.° 
Being  but  a  usufruct,  or  privilege  of  flow  and  use,  it  is  incor- 
poreal.*  It  is  held  to  be  incorporeal  in  Swift  v.  Goodrich,^ 
deciding    consequently    that    contracts    concerning    water-rights 


/ 


2*  E.  g„  Conger  t.  Weaver,  6  Cal. 
548,  558,  65  Am.  Dec.  528,  1  Morr. 
Min.  Bep.  594;  Mitchell  v.  Amador 
Canal  etc.  Co.,  75  Cal.  464,  483,  17 
^t,  246;  Natoma  etc.  Water  Co.  v. 
Hancock.  101  Cal.  42,  31  Pac.  112, 
35  Pac.  334. 

2*  Infra,  see.  420. 

»  Infra,  sees.  478,  567  et  acq. 

1  See,  however,  as  to  the  rule  in 
Oregon,  Washington  and  Alaska, 
tafra,  sees.  635,  1430. 

The  same  is,  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, true  in  the  mining  law,  where 
mioers'  customs  and  regulations  are 
now  almost  wholly  superseded  by  stat- 
ute and  decision.  Costigan  on  Min- 
ing Law,  pp.  23,  24. 

2  Mt.  Carmel  Fruit  Co.  v.  Web- 
ster, 140  Cal.  183,  73  Pac.  826;  Helena 
^.  Co.  V.  Settles  etc.  Co.,  37  Mont. 
S37, 95  Pac  838. 


8  Yale  on  Mining  Claims  and 
Water  Bights,  204,  215;  and  cases 
cited  infra,  sec.  456. 

4  E.  g..  Smith  V.  Hawkins,  110  Cal. 
122,  42  Pac.  453;  Smith  v.  Denniff, 
24  Mont.  20,  81  Am.  St.  Rep.  408,  60 
Pac.  398,  50  L.  E.  A.  741;  Cal.  Civ. 
Code,  801. 

5  See,  also.  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69  Cal. 
255,  293,  10  Pac.  674.  A  perpetual 
water-right  is  not  a  "lien  and  encum- 
brance." Nampa  Irr.  Dist.  v.  Gess, 
17  Idaho,  552,  106  Pac.  993. 

6  In  Hill  V.  Newman,  5  Cal.  445,  63 
Am.  Dec.  140,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  513, 
quoted  in  a  preceding  section,  it  is 
called  a  corporeal  hereditament.  Sec 
Yale  on  Mining  Claims  and  Wator 
Rights,  pp. -204,  215;  Helena  W.  Co. 
V.  Settles  etc.  Co.,  37  Mont.  237,  95 
Pac.  838. 

1  70  Cal.  103,  11  Pac.  561. 
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eannot  create  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant,  as,  being  incor- 
poreal, no  tenancy  can  exist  therein.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  288.    Definition. — ^Prom  these  characteristics,   the   following 

definition,  it  is  suggested,  may  be  deduced : 

A  water-right  of  appropriation  is  real  estate,  independent  of 
the  ditch  for  carrying  the  water,  and  independent  of  ownership 
or  possession  of  any  land  and  independent  of  place  of  use  or 
mode  of  enjoyment,  whereby  the  appropriator  is  granted  by  the 
government  the  exclusive  use  of  the  water  anywhere  so  long  as 
he  applies  it  to  any  beneficial  purpose;  and  it  is  an  incorporeal 
hereditament,  solely  usufructuary,  not  conferring  ownership  in 
the  corpus  of  the  water  or  in  the  channel  of  the  stream. 

This  definition,  being  made  by  consolidating  the  elements 
already  separately  considered,  is  in  each  element  supported  by 
the  authorities.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  289.  Same. — ^There  is,  however,  some  confusion  in  the  use 
of  the  word  ** appropriation.*'  This  confusion  occurs  in  statutes 
and  decisions.  There  are  at  least  eight  different  ways  in  which 
the  word  ** appropriation"  has  been  used  in  the  law  of  waters. 
These  are  as  follows: 

(1)  A  diversion  on  public  land  of  a  stream  flowing  wholly 
over  public  land,  and,  because  a  grant  from  the  United  States, 
constituting  a  freehold  indefeasible  usufructuary  estate  in  the 
natural  resource,  good  against  riparian  owners  subsequently 
acquiring  land,  and  good  against  the  world.    This  is  the  only 


8  V^as  called  incorporeal  in  Rickey 
etc.  Co.  V.  Miller,  152  Fed.  14,  81  C. 
C.  A.  207;  Frank  v.  Hicks,  4  Wyo. 
502,  35  Pac.  475,  481,  1025.  See, 
also,  Gutheil  etc.  Co.  v.  Montclair, 
32  Colo.  420,  76  Pac.  1050,  holding  it 
unnecessary  in  the  case  to  decide 
whether- corporeal  or  incorporeal. 

»  Another  definition  which  we  de- 
duced elsewhere  (supra, sec.  19)  is:  "A 
water-right  is  a  usufruct  in  a  stream, 
consisting  in  the  right  to  have  the 
water  flow  so  that  some  portion  of  it 
(which  portion  the  law  limits  in  var- 
ious ways)  may  be  reduced  to  pos- 
session and  be  made  the  private  prop- 
erty of  an  individual." 


Other  definitions  are  given  infra, 
sec.  370,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
example:  "It  has  been  repeatedly  de- 
cided in  this  jurisdiction  that  an  'ap- 
propriation' consists  of  an  actual  di- 
version of  water  from  a  natural 
stream,  followed  within  a  reasonable 
time  thereafter  by  an  application 
thereof  to  some  beneficial  use." 
Windsor  R.  Co.  v.  Lake  Supply  Co., 
44  Colo.  214,  98  Pac.  729.  "Appro- 
priation is  the  intent  to'  take,  accom- 
panied by  some  open,  physical  demon- 
stration of  the  intent,  and  for  some 
valuable  use."  Larimer  Co.  Res.  Co. 
v.  People,  8  Colo.  616,  9  Pac.  794. 

For  a  statutory  definition  in  Wyom- 
ing, see  infra,  sec  1449. 
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proper  sense  in  which  the  word  can  be  (and  usually  is)  used 
under  the  California  doctrine.  Properly  speaking,  the  word 
** appropriation,"  as  already  set  forth,  denotes  a  freehold  estate, 
or,  as  the  California  court  has  frequently  said,  "The  term 
'appropriation*  as  applied  to  the  acquirement  of  the  right  to  the 
use  of  water  has  in  this  State  a  statutory  technical  meaning,"**^ 
and  is  confined  to  rights  obtained  on  the  public  domain. 

(2)  As  denoting  a  diversion  of  waters  flowing  on  either  public 
or  private  land  under  the  Colorado  doctrine. 

(3)  As  denoting  in  California  wrongful  possessions  by  disseisin, 
the  possession  of  one  mere  trespasser  or  *' disseisor'*  in  respect  to 
water  on  private  land  against  another  mere  trespasser,  both  sub- 
ject to  the  paramount  right  of  riparian  owners  (the  disseisees) 
who  have  not  yet  objected  to  either — a  possession  defeasible  in 
toto  by  riparian  owners  at  any  time  before  prescription  has  arisen, 
and  not  a  freehold.  This  is  a  revival  of  the  idea  that  an  appro- 
priation is  but  a  possessory  right  against  other  mere  possessors 
and  not  a  freehold.^^  However,  from  an  early  period  in  the  law, 
possessory  rights  on  the  public  domain  were  regarded  as  freehold 
titles,  and  only  such  freehold  estates  acquired  on  public  land 
are,  as  in  the  first  use  of  the  word  above,  properly  called  **  appro- 
priations'* in  California.^* 

(4)  As,  in  California,  denoting  (possibly)  surplus  diversion 
over  all  possible  present  or  future  needs  of  an  individual  exist- 


^^  Alta  etc.  Co.  v.  Haneock,  85  CaL 
219,  20  Am.  St.  Bep.  217,  24  Pac. 
Wo;  Merrill  v.  Southside  Irr.  Co.,  112 
<:al.  433,  44  Pac.  720. 

^1  The  possession  of  adverse  tres- 
f>a««er8  between  themselves  has  been 
called  an  "appropriation,"  though 
peither  party  has  an  estate  in  fee 
in  the  waters.  Duckworth  v.  Watson- 
^e  etc.  Co.,  150  Cal.  520,  89  Pac. 
338,  speaking  of  "common-law  ap- 
propriation/' meaning  to'  designate 
such  a  possessory  right  by  disseisin. 
S'-e  fupra,  sec.  246. 

"  In  Katz  V.  Walkinshaw,  141  Cal. 
116,  99  Am.  St.  Bep.  35,  70  Pac.  663, 
74  Pac.  766,  64  L.  R.  A.  236,  and  Burr 
T.  MacUy  Rancho  etc.  Co.  (1908),  154 
^al.  428,  98  Pac.  260,  the  users  of 
nndergrounil  water,  in  the  one  case 
coming  from  artesian  wells  and  in  the 
other  case  pumped  from  an  under- 
water Rights — 20 


ground  basin  (see  infra,  sees.  1106, 
1158),  are  spoken  of  in  the  court's 
opinion  as  "appropriators  for  use  on 
distant  lands,"  although  the  court  ex- 
pressly declares  in  the  Katz  case 
(page  135),  "There  is  no  statute  on 
this  subject,  as  there  now  is  con- 
cerning appropriations  of  surface 
streams,"  and  in  the  Burr  case  ex- 
pressly decides  that  this  kind  of  an 
"appropriation*'  is  only  a  temporary 
one,  terminable  at  the  suit  of  any 
neighboring  landowner  who  wants  the 
water  for  use  on  his  own  land,  and 
against  whom,  to  the  extent  of  his 
capacity  of  use,  this  kind  of  "appro- 
priation" is  no  appropriation  at  all  in 
the  sense  of  permanent  right.  Infra, 
sec.  1156  et  seq.  See,  also,  Hudson  v. 
Dailey  (1909),  156  CaL  617,  105  Pac. 
748. 
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ing  plaintiff  riparian  owner.^'  This  also  is  not  a  positive  right, 
being  defeasible  by  some  other  riparian  owner  who  can  show 
that  he  may  possibly  be  damaged  (though  the  present  plaintiff 
cannot  so  show) ;  and  certainly  defeasible  by  a  sufBcient  number 
of  riparian  owners  joining  against  it.  It  is  in  no  true  sense  an 
"appropriation." 

•  (5)  As  applied  to  the  corpus  of  the  water  instead  of  its  usufruct, 
as  where  one  dips  a  bucket  in  the  stream  he  is  sometimes  said  to 
** appropriate"  that  individual  bucketful.^* 

(6)  As  denoting  a  right  acquired  on  eminent  domain  by  forced 
purchase,  making  compensation. 

(7)  Under  the  California  constitution,  water  "appropriated" 
for  distribution  means  water  applied*  or  devoted  thereto,  however 
acquired.^** 

(8)  As  denoting  the  first  step  in  acquiring  a  right.  "Appro- 
priation is  a  much-abused  word.  It  is  often  loosely  spoken  of  as 
the  preliminary  step — such  as  filing  a  notice,  making  a  claim  to 
the  water  or  the  like,"  ^®  which  is  a  wholly  improper  use  of  the 
word.^^ 

It  is  hence  not  surprising,  that  confusion  has  occurred  in  the 
law.^® 


§§  290-298.     (Blank  numbers.) 

13  Infra,  see.  822  et  seq. 

14  Supra,  sec.  30  et  seq. 

15  The  constitution  of  California, 
article  14,  section  1,  declares  that 
"the  use  of  all  waters  now  appro- 
priated, or  that  may  hereafter  be  ap- 
propriated for  sale,  rental,  or  dis- 
tribution, is  hereby  declared  to  be  a 
public  use."  The  word  "appro- 
priated" here  means  "applied,"  or 
"devoted,"  and  does  not  connote  any 
special  method  or  kind  of  acquisition. 
Merrill  v.  Southside  Irr.  Co.,  112  Cal. 
426,  44  i*ac.  720 ;  Hildreth  v.  Monte- 
cito  Co.,  139  Cal.  29,  72  Pac.  395; 
Mahoney  t.  American  Land  etc.  Co., 


2  Cal.  App.  186,  83  Pac.  267.     See 
infra,  sees.  1264,  1265. 

16  MoniB  Y.  Bean  (Mont.),  146 
Fed.  425. 

17  Infra,  sec.  376.  See,  also,  Speor 
V.  Stephenson,  16  Idaho,  707,  102 
Pac.  365,  as  to  a  "permit." 

18  Because  of  this  confusion  there 
is  some  tendency  in  verj  recent  Cali- 
fornia cases  to  drop  the  word  "ap- 
propriation" and  speak  instead  of 
"paramount  right"  to  indicate,  against 
riparian  owners,  rights  by  grant,  con- 
demnation or  prescription  and  public 
land  appropriations. 
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H  316-317.     (Blank  numbers.) 

A.    SENIOB  BIGHTS. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  299.  Priority  Gtovenui. — ^Under  the  theory  upon  which  the 
Jaw  of  appropriation  arose,  and  what  is  still  the  theory  of  the 
California  doctrine,  several  appropriators  on  the  same  stream  upon 
public  land  (to  which  alone  does  the  doctrine  of  appropriation 
apply  in  California)  bear  to  each  other  the  relation  of  successive 
grantees  of  parcels  of  one  original  holding,  namely,  of  the  sole 
right  to  the  waters  held  by  the  United  States  as  original  owner. 
Like  saccessive  grants  between  private  parties,  where  they  con- 
flict, the  later  one  can  hold  only  what  was  left  after  the  earlier 
one  was  made.  The  maxim,  *^Qui  prior  est  in  tempore,  portior  est 
in  jure,"  is  continually  quoted  in  the  early  cases  upon  this  sub- 
ject as  governing;  a  maxim  drawn  from  the  law  of  successive 
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grants  of  real  estate  between  private  parties  who  took  from  the 
same  owner  subject  to  the  possession  of  a  prior  grantee.^ 

Under  the  theory  of  the  Colorado  doctrine,  priority  governs 
because  the  waters  are  publici  juris,  and  the  possession  and, use 
of  the  first  taker,  whether  on  public  or  private  land,  gives  a 
good  title  thereto  against  later  comers  on  the  principle  that  prior 
possession  and  use  thereof  is  the  only  source  of  title.  That  priority 
gives  the  better  right  sometimes  appears  in  the  constitutions  of 
the  arid  States. 

Water-rights  by  appropriation  are  frequently  spoken  of  as 
"priorities."  That  priority  governs  is  a  fundamental  principle 
of  the  law  of  appropriation.* 

A  simple  illustration  of  the  doctrine  of  priority  is  the  following: 
A  settler   living   on   unsurveyed   public   land   at   a  spring  used 


1  In  Lux  v.  Haggin  the  court  says: 
"Becognizing  the  United  States  as  the 
owner  of  the  lands  and  waters,  and 
as  therefore  authorized  to  permit  the 
occupation  or  diversion  of  the  waters 
as  distinct  from  the  lands,  the  State 
courts  have  treated  the  prior  appro- 
priator  of  water  on  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States  as  having  a 
better  right  than  a  subsequent  appro- 
priator,  on  the  theory  that  the  ap- 
propriation was  allowed  or  licensed 
by  the  United  States."  Lux  v.  Haggin, 
69  Cal.  255,  at  339,  10  Pac.  674. 

2  Alaska, — (For  mining)  Revenue 
etc.  Co.  V.  Balderston,  2  Alaska,  363. 

California. — Irwin  v.  Phillips,  6 
Cal.  140,  63  Am.  Dec.  113,  15  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  178;  Conger  v.  Weaver,  6 
Cal.  548,  65  Am.  Dec.  528,  1  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  594;  Kelley  v.  Natoma  W. 
Co.,  6  Cal.  106,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
592;  Tenney  v.  Miners'  Ditch  Co.,  7 
Cal.  335,  11  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  31; 
Thompson  v.  Lee.  8  Cal.  275,  1  Morr. 
Min.  Kep.  610;  Marius  v.  Bicknell, 
10  Cal.  217;  Butte  etc.  Ditch  Co.  v. 
Vaujjhn,  11  Cal.  143,  70  Am.  Dec.  769, 
4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  552;  Kimball  v. 
Gearhart,  12  Cal.  27,  1  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  615;  Ortman  v.  Dixon,  13  £;al. 
33;  MoDonnld  v.  Bear  River  Co.,  13 
Cal.  220,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  626;  Es- 
mond V.  Chew,  15  Cal.  137,  5  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  175;  Kidd  v.  Laird,  15  Cal. 
161,  76  Am.  Dec.  472,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  571;  Lopan  v.  Driseoll,  19  Cal. 
623,  81  Am.  Dec.  90,  6  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  172;  McKinney  v.  Smith,  21  Cal. 


374,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  150;  Phoenix 
Water  Co.  v.  Fletcher,  23  Cal.  481,  15 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  185;  Weaver  v.  Lake 
Co.,  15  Cal.  274,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
642 ;  HiU  v.  Smith,  27  Cal.  476,  4  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  597;  Davis  v.  Gale,  32  Cal. 
26,  91  Am.  Dec.  554,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
604;  Nevada  Water  Co.  v.  Powell, 
34  Cal.  109,  91  Am.  Dec.  685,  4  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  253;  Nevada  etc.  Co.  v. 
Kidd,  37  Cal.  283;  Osgood  v.  Water 
Co.,  56  Cal.  571,  5  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
37;  Mitchell  v.  Mining  Co.,  75  Cal. 
482,  17  Pac.  246;  Ramelli  v.  Irish, 
96  Cal.  214,  31  Pac.  41;  Barrows  v. 
Fox,  98  Cal.  63,  32  Pac.  811 ;  Wutch- 
umna  etc.  Co.  v.  Pogue,  151  Cal.  105. 
90  Pac.  362;  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1414,  "As 
between  appropriators,  the  one  first  in 
time  is  first  in  right." 

Colorado. — Const.,  art.  16,  sec.  6; 
Coflin  V.  Ditch  Co.,  6  Colo.  443; 
Sieber  v.  Frink,  7  Colo.  149,  2  Pac. 
901;  Wheeler  v.  Irrigation  Co.,  !<• 
Colo.  583,  3  Am.  St.  Rep.  603,  17 
Pac.  487;  Hammond  v.  Rose.  11  Colo. 

524,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  258,  19  Pac.  466; 
Farmers*  etc.  Reservoir  Co.  v.  South- 
worth,  13  Colo.  Ill,  21  Pac.  1028,  4 
L.  R.  A.  767;  Platte  Water  Co.  v. 
Northern  Colorado   Irr.   Co.,  12  Colo. 

525,  21  Pac.  711;  Combs  v.  Ditch  Co., 
17  Colo.  146,  31  Am.  St.  R^p.  275.  28 
Pac.  966;  Saint  v.  Guerrerio,  17  Colo. 
448,  31  Am.  St.  Rep.  320,  30  Pac 
335;  Thomas  v.  Guiraud,  6  Colo.  530; 
Armstrong  v.  Larimer  etc.  Co.,  1  Colo. 
App.  49,  27  Pac.  235;  Strickler  v. 
City  of  Colorado  Springs,  16  Colo.  61, 
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the  spring  for  culinary  purposes  and  watering  a  saddle-horse, 
though  having  no  right  or  title  in  the  land  he  occupied  (unsur- 
veyed  public  land).  Sheep  and  cattle  men  from  time  to  time 
watered  at  the  spring,  and  after  the  settler's  death  one  of  them 
6et  up  an  appropriation  against  the  settler's  administrator.  It 
was  held  the  settler  had  a  better  right  (which  would  pass  to  the 
administrator)   to  the  extent  of  use  for  culinary  purposes  and 


25  Am.  St.  Rep.  245,  26  Pac;  313;  Ft. 
Morgan  Co.  v.  So.  Platte  D.  Co.,  18 
<  olo.  1,  36  Am.  St.  Rep.  259,  30  Pac. 
1032;  Bloom  v.  West,  3  Colo.  App. 
212,  32  Pac.  846;  Colorado  MiU  etc. 
Co.  T.  Larimer  Irr.  Co.,  26  Colo.  47, 
56  Pac.  185;*  Cache  La  Poudre  Co.  v. 
Water  Sup.  Co.,  27  Colo.  532,  62  Pac. 
420;  Fulton  etc.  Co.  v.  Meadow  etc. 
Co.,  35  Colo.  588,  86  Pac.  748 ;  Baer 
etc.  Co.  ▼.  Wilson,  38  Colo.  101,  88 
Pae.  265;  Const.,  art.  16,  see.  6. 

/da*o.— Malad  Val.  Irr.  Co.  t. 
Campbell,  2  Idaho,  378  (411),  18  Pae. 
')2;  Kirk  ▼.  Bartholomew,  3  Idaho, 
367,  29  Pac.  40;  Conant  y.  Jones,  3 
Idaho,  606,  32  Pac.  250;  KraU  t. 
United  States,  79  Fed.  241,  24  C.  C. 
A.  513 ;  Dunniwaj  v.  Lawson,  6  Idaho, 
28.  51  Pac.  1032;  Moe  v.  Harger,  10 
I'iaho,  302,  77  Pac.  645. 

KanMu.^ClAtk  t.  Allaman,  71  Kan. 
206,  80  Pac.  571,  70  L.  B.  A.  971; 
Geo.  Stats.,  sec.  3501. 

Montana. — Thorp  t.  Freed,  1  Mont. 
651;  Woolman  v.  Garringer,  1  Mont. 
535,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  675;  Alder 
Gulch  etc.  Co.  v.  Hayes,  6  Mont.  31. 
9  Pac  581;  Quigley  v.  Birdsere,  11 
Mont.  439,  28  Pac.  741;  Toohey  v. 
Campbell,  24  Mont.  13,  60  Pac.  396; 
Civ.  Code,  sec.  1885. 

A'^bnului.— -Cobbey's  Ann.  Stats., 
see.  6753;  Laws  1889,  c  68,  p.  504, 
see.  7. 

Nevada. — ^Lobdell  v.  Simpson,  2 
Xev.  274,  99  Am.  Dec.  537;  Ophir 
Min,  Co.  V.  Carpenter,  4  Nev.  534,  97 
Am.  Dec.  550,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  640; 
Proctor  7.  Jennings,  6  Nev.  83,  3  Am. 
y^^p  240,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  265; 
^iirp^on  V.  Williams,  18  Nev.  432,  4 
Pac.  1213;  Barnes  v.  Sabron,  10  Nev. 
217,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  673 ;  Chiato- 
Mph  Y.  Dhvis,  17  Nev.  133,  28  Pac. 
239;  Reno  Smelting  Co.  v.  Stevenson, 
2u  Nev.  269.  19  Am.  St.  Rep.  364, 
4  L.  R.  A.  60.  21  Pac.  317;  Union 
Mill  Co.  V.  Dangberg  (Nev.),  81  Fed. 


73;  Ennor  v.  Raine,  27  Nev.  178,  74 
Pac.  1;  Twaddle  v.  Winters,  29  Nov. 
88,  85  Pac.  284,  89  Pac.  289. 

New  Mexico, — Millheiser  v.  Long, 
10  N.  M.  99,  61  Pac.  Ill;  Albuquer- 
que Irr.  Co.  V.  Gutierrez,  10  N.  M. 
177,  61  Pac.  357;  S.  C,  Gutierres  v. 
Albuquerque  etc  Co.,  188  U.  S.  545, 
23  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  338,  47  L.  Ed.  588. 

Oregon, — Kaler  v.  Campbell,  13  Or. 
596,  11  Pac.  301 ;  Simmons  v.  Winters, 
21  Or.  35,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  727,  27 
Pac.  7;  Speake  v.  Hamilton,  21  Or. 
3,  26  Pac.  855;  Hindman  v.  Rizor, 
21  Or.  112,  27  Pac.  13;  McCall  v. 
Porter,  42  Or.  49,  70  Pac.  820,  71 
Pac.  976;  Nevada  etc.  Co.  v.  Bennett, 
30  Or.  59,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  777,  45 
Pac.  472;  Mann  v.  Parker,  48  Or.  321, 
86  Pac.  598;  Hough  v.  Porter,  51  Or. 
318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1098,  102 
Pac.  728. 

South  Dakota, — Lone  Tree  D.  Co. 
V.  Cyclone  D.  Co.,  15  S.  D.  519,  91 
N.  W.  355;  Stats.  1905,  p.  204,  sec. 
2;  Stats.  1907,  c.  180,  sec.  2. 

VtaK — Munroe  v.  Ivie,  2  Utah,  535, 
8  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  127;  Lehi  Irr.  Co. 
v.  Moyle,  4  Utah,  327,  9  Pac.  867; 
Salina  Creek  Irr.  Co.  v.  Salina  Stock 
Co.,  7  Utah,  456,  27  Pac.  578;  Hague 
Nephi  Irr.  Co.,  16  Utah,  421,  67  Am. 
St.  Rep.  634,  41  L.  R.  A.  311,  52  Pac. 
765;  Herriman  Irr.  Co.  v.  Butterfield 
M.  Co.,  19  Utah,  453,  57  Pac.  537, 
51  L.  R.  A.  930;  Salt  Lake  City  v. 
Salt  Lake  etc.  Co.,  24  Utah,  249,  67 
Pac.  672,  61  L.  R.  A.  648,  25  Utah, 
456,  71  Pac.  1069. 

Wyoming. — Const.,  art.  8,  sec.  3; 
Moyer  v.  Preston,  6  Wyo.  308.  71  Am. 
St.  Rep.  914,  44  Pac.  845;  Willcv  v. 
Decker,  11  Wyo.  496,  100  Am.  St.  Rep. 
939,  73  Pac.  210. 

See,  also,  Pomeroy  on  Riparian 
Rights,  sec.  15;  Gould  on  Waters,  sec. 
228  et  seq.;  Kinney  on  Irrigation,  sec. 
150  et  seq. 
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watering  the  horse,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  times  in  the  year  he 
so  used  it,  and  the  administrator  could  transfer  it  to  other  uses  or 
to  use  on  other  lands.^ 

The  subsequent  appropriator  who  claims  that  diversion  will  not 
injure  the  prior  appropriator  below  him  should  be  required  to 
establish  that  fact  by  clear  and  convincing  evidence.*  A  notice 
of  appropriation  is  ineffectual  against  water  already  appro- 
priated and  in  use.**  A  diminution  of  the  quantity  appropriated 
need  not  be  the  result  of  actual  diversion ;  for  example,  if  sawdust 
from  a  sawmill  clogs  up  one's  ditch  so  as  to  diminish  the  flow, 
it  is  actionable.*  Or  if  the  velocity  is  diminished  by  a  dam  pre- 
venting the  working  of  a  mining  claim  by  a  prior  appropriator, 
or  causing  irregularity  of  flow.*^  Water  must  not  be  discharged 
into  another's  canal  to  his  injury.®  Under  the  doctrine  of  appro- 
priation of  water,  he  who  is  first  in  time  is  first  in  right,  and  so 
long  as  he  continues  to  apply  the  water  to  a  beneficial  use,  subse- 
quent appropriators  cannot  deprive  him  of  the  rights  his  appro- 
priation gives,  either  by  diminishing  the  quantity  or  deteriorating 
the  quality.® 

In  one  case  the  governing  force  of  priority  is  denied  on  the 
ground  of  the  selfish  result  to  which  it  led  where  the  prior  appro- 
priation of  a  stream  to  run  a  current-wheel  would  have  prevented 
irrigation,  by  a  subsequent  appropriator,  of  a  large  region;  and 
the  prior  appropriator  was  not  given  damages  for  interference 
with  the  flow  to  the  injury  of  his  water-wheels.*^  But  this  case 
is  really  based  upon  a  modification  of  the  law  of  appropriation, 
rather  than  under*  it,  and  in  that  regard  we  consider  it  later." 

Compliance  with  an  unconstitutional  statute  cannot  aid  a 
claim  of  priority.^^ 


8  Patterson  v.  Ryan  (Utah,  1910), 
108  Pac.  1118,  citing  this  book,  2d  ed. 

4  Moe  V.  Harger,  10  Idaho,  302,  77 
Pac.  645. 

6  Weidensteiner  v.  Mally  (1909), 
55  Wash.  79,  104  Pac.  143. 

6  Phoenix  Water  Co.  v.  Fletcher,  23 
(^al.  481,  15  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  185. 

7  PhoGuix  Water  Co.  v.  Fletcher,  23 
r'al.  481,  15  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  185; 
Natoma  etc.  Co.  v.  McCoy,  23  Cal. 
490,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  590;  Stone  v. 
Bumpers.  46  Cal.  218,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  278;  Parker  v.  Gregg,  136  Cal. 
413,  69  Pac.  22.     See,  also,  De  Baker 


V.  Southern  Cal.  Ry.  Co.,  106  Cal.  257, 
46  Am.  St.  Rep.  237,  39  Pac.  610. 

8  North  Point  etc.  Co.  v.  Utah  etc. 
Co.,  16  Utah,  246,  67  Am.  St.  Rep. 
607,  52  Pac.  168,  40  L.  R.  A.  851. 

0  Arizona  etc.  Co.  v.-  GiUespie 
(Ariz..  1909),  100  Pac.  465. 

10  Schodde  v.  Twin  Falls  etc  Co. 
(Idaho),  161  Fed.  43,  88  C.  C.  A.  207. 

11  Infra,  sec.  310. 

12  Lamar  etc.  Co.  v.  Amity  etc.  Co., 
26  Colo.  370,  77  Am.  St.  Rep.  261,  58 
Pac.  600;  Great  Plains  etc.  Co.  v. 
Lamar  etc.  Co.,  31  Colo.  96,  71  Pac 
1119;  Mold  V.  Lamar  Canal  Co.,  128 
Fed.  776. 
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3d  eiy  4 

300.  Whole  Stream. — ^If  for  a  beneficial  purpose,  one  may 
hence  appropriate  a  whole  stream.^*  An  appropriation  is  limited 
to  beneficial  use,  but  may  absorb  a  whole  stream  to  that  end.^* 
**  Under  such  doctrine  the  first  appropriator  may  appropriate  the 
entire  flow  of  a  stream,  if  used  in  proper  irrigation.^^  Also,  a 
nonriparian  owner  may  appropriate  and  get  an  exclusive  right 
to  the  whole  water  of  a  stream  for  nonriparian  lands. '  *  ^®  An- 
other says:  * 'Beyond  question,  under  our  laws  (Idaho),  a  party 
may  be  protected  in  the  use  of  all  the  water  he  actually  appro- 
priates and  uses,  even  if  it  be  every  drop  that  flows  in  as  great  a 
river  as  the  Snake. ' ' " 


(3d  ed.) 

§  301.  In  Times  of  Deficiency. — ^In  times  of  natural  or  other 
deficiency,  also,  unless  otherwise  provided  by  statute,  the  prior 
appropriator  may  still  claim  his  full  amount;  the  loss  must  fall 
on  the  later  appropriators.  In  a  case  enforcing  an  appropria- 
tion to  the  extent  of  seventy-flve  per  cent  of  the  whole  stream, 
it  is  said:  ''It  further  appears  from  this  defense  that  at  certain 
seasons  of  the  year  the  flow  of  the  stream  will  only  supply  the 
needs  of  the  defendants.  It  appears,  therefore,  from  the  aver- 
ments of  this  defense,  that  the  defendants  have  a  prior  right  to 
the  nse  of  the  water  from  the  natural  stream,  and,  when  low,  to 
the  entire  volume  thereof,  and  the  demurrer  thereto  should  have 
been  overruled.*' ^^  This  is  true  even  where  (indeed,  especially 
where)  unusual  scarcity  or  dry  season  causes  the  deficiency.^® 


13  As  to  beneficial  use,  see  infrot  o. 

21. 

M  Bolter  V.  Garrett,  44  Or.  304,  75 
Pap.  143;  Malad  etc.  Co.  v.  Campbell, 
'2  I.kbo,  411,  18  Pac.  52;  Moe  v.  Har- 
gtr.  10  Idaho,  302,  77  Pac.  645;  Lock- 
wood  T.  Freeman,  15  Idaho,  395,  98 
Pac.  295;  Wellington  v.  Beck,  30  Colo. 
4i»Q,  70  Pac.  687;  Same  v.  Same,  43 
Colo.  70,  95  Pac.  297;  Alhambra  etc. 
Co.  V.  Mavberry,  88  Cal.  74,  25  Pac. 
1101;  Bro'wn  v.  Mullin,  65  Cal.  89,  3 
Pac.  99. 

^  Citing  Hammond  v.  Hose,  11 
Colo.  524,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  258,  19  Pac. 
466;  Drake  v.  Earhart,  2  Idaho,  750, 
23  Pac.  541. 

J«  Meng  V.  Coffey,  67  Neb.  500,  108 
Am.  St.  Sep.  697,  93  N.  W.  715,  60 
L  B.  A.  910. 


17  Trade  etc.  Co.  v.  Fraser,  148  Fed. 
587,  79  C.  C.  A.  37. 

18  Wellington  v.  Beck,  30  Colo.  409, 
70  Pac.  687;  S.  C,  43  Colo.  70,  95 
Pac.  297. 

l»  Ihid.,  and  Huning  v.  Porter,  6 
Ariz.  171.  54  Pac.  584;  City  of  Tel- 
luride  V.  Blair,  33  Colo.  353,  80  Pac. 
1053.  Compare  Brown  v.  Smith,  10 
Cal.  508,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  539; 
Brown  v.  Mullin,  65  Cal.  89,  3  Pac. 
99.  **It  is  unfortunate  that  the  flood 
waters  of  Antoine  Creek  cannot  be 
conserved  for  the  use  of  all,  but,  so 
long  as  our  laws  measure  the  rights 
of  the  appropriator  of  water  by  the 
necessities  of  the  dry  season,  the  first 
in  time  must  be  held  to  be  the  first 
in  right.  The  just  purpose  of  the 
trial  judge  to   apportion  the   waters 
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This  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the  doctrine  of  riparian  rights, 
where  all  riparian  owners  have  an  equal  right,  and,  in  time  of 
deficiency,  the  water  would  be  apportioned  among  them.^^ 

These  possible  results  have  been  frequently  urged  as  argu- 
ments against  the  doctrine  of  appropriation,  saying  that  the 
enforcement  of  appropriation  may  well  work  for  the  benefit  of  a 
few  against  many,  but  must  be  enforced  nevertheless,  and  it  is 
said  that  prior  appropriation  is  a  selfish  system.^^  In  California 
the  court  said  that  it  would  not  require  a  prophetic  vision  to  see 
a  monopoly  of  waters  as  a  result  of  the  law  of  appropriation,^ 


cannot  be  sustained  in  the  light  of  the 
evidence  showing  that  there  is  no  ex- 
cess of  water  running  to,  or  waste  by, 
the  appellants.  This  cause  is  re- 
manded with  instructions  to  enter  a 
decree  fixing  the  amount  of  water  ac- 
tually necessary  to  irrigate  the  lands 
of  appellants  even  to  the  fuU  flow  of 
the  stream  in  the  dry  season,"  etc. 
Avery  v.  Johnson  (Wash.),  109  Pac. 
1028. 

20  Irifra,  sec.  751  et  seq.  See,  also, 
Kinney  on  Irrigation,  sees.  173,  225 
(saying  this  may  seem  a  selfish  prin- 
ciple to  one  acquainted  only  with  the 
common  law  upon  the  subject),  229, 
240;  Sayre  v.  Johnson,  33  Mont. 
15,  81  Pac.  389;  Kirk  v.  Batholomew, 
3  Idaho,  367,  29  Pac.  40;  and  the 
emphatic  opinion  in  Hillman  v.  Hard- 
wick,  3  Idaho,  255,  28  Pac.  438;  Long 
on  Irrigation,  sec.  57.* 

The  State  Engineer  of  Idaho  says 
in  Bulletin  216  of  the  Office  of  Ex- 
periment Stations,  United  States  De- 
partment of  Agriculture:  "So  long  as 
there  is  water  sufficient  for  all  ap- 
propriators  the  matter  of  priority  is 
of  no  particular  importance,  but  in 
case  of  shortage  of  water  it  becomes 
the  duty  of  the  water-master  to  see 
that  the  earlier  appropriators  are 
served,  although  the  later  appro- 
priators may  suffer.  To  illustrate :  In 
the  case  of  three  rights,  one  estab- 
lished in  1870,  the  second  in  1880, 
and  the  third  in  1890,  in  the  event 
of  shortage  the  two  earlier  rights 
would  receive  their  full  amount  and 
the  last  would  have  wliat  surplus  there 
might  be.  If  there  were  enough  to 
supply  only  /one  of  the  rights,  the 
1870  right  would  receive  all  the  water 
and  the  two  later  ones  none  at  all. 
This,  in  simple  terms,  is  an  applica- 


tion of  the  law  of  priority  in  the  use 
of  water  and  the  equitable  principle 
upon  which  it  is  based  is  expressed 
in  the  words,  'first  in  time,  first  in 
right.' " 

21  "A  few  men  will  locate  their 
farms  near  the  mouth  of  a  stream  and 
appropriate  the  waters  thereof,  and 
any  subsequent  locators  up  the  stream 
would  be  guilty  of  a  trespass  if  they 
undertook  to  use  any  of  the  waters 
thereof,  and  an  action  could  be  prose- 
cuted and  maintained  against  them. 
....  Thus,  the  prior  appropriator 
renders  vast  tracts  of  land  utterly 
worthless,  and  their  sale  is  lost  to  the 
government  and  their  culti\-ation  to 
the  people."  Wade,  C.  J.,  in  Thorp 
y.  Freed,  1  Mont.  678,  arguing  that 
the  law  of  appropriation  should  be  re- 
jected entirely  as  to  irrigation. 

In  one  recent  case  it  is  said  that  as 
appropriation  may  be  made  though  it 
has  the  result  "to  lay  barren  and 
waste  the  lands  of  defendants  in  Mon- 
tana, that  two  farms*  in  Wyoming 
may  be  supplied  with  water,"  because 
the  contention  to  the  contrary  "dis- 
regards the  maxim  that  he  who  is  first 
in  time  is  strongest  in  right,  which 
is  the  very  essence  of  the  doctrine  of 
appropriation."  Morris  v.  Bean,  146 
Fed.  435.  See,  also,  Cave  v.  Tyler,  133 
Cal.  566,  65  Pac.  1089.  Many  Colo- 
rado streams  are  already  over-appro- 
priated, says  the  dourt  in  Humphrevs 
T.  Co.  V.  Frank,  46  Colo.  524,  105 
Pac.  1093.  The  Boise  River  in  Idaho 
has  been  wholly  appropriated.  United 
States  v.  Burley,  172  Fed.  615. 

22  Lux  v.  Haggin.  69  Cal.  255,  10 
Pac.  674,  quoted  infra,  sec.  1015,  con- 
fining appropriation  in  California  -to 
waters  on  public  lands. 
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and  Mr.  Pinchot  says  such  a  monopoly  is  already  apon  us.  In 
Nebraska  a  statute  setting  up  the  law  of  prior  appropriation  was 
attacked  as  in  conflict  with  a  constitutional  prohibition  against 
monopolies,  but  it  was  held  that  the  requirement  that  the  prior 
appropriator  must  put  the  water  to  beneficial  use  before  he  can 
have  any  right  removes  the  system  from  such  invalidity.® 

Although  the  controlling  force  of  priority  has  long  been  ac- 
cepted and  applied,  yet  to-day  there  is  a  tendency  in  the  courts 
to  depart  from  this  extreme  position,  and,  in  times  of  scarcity, 
to  apportion  the  water  instead  of  enforcing  the  priorities ;  ^  and 
there  is  also  some  movement  in  the  legislatures  to  enact  pro- 
rating statutes.^  Likewise  the  requirement  of  beneficial  use 
prevents  holding  the  water  for  speculation.  And  it  may  be  fur- 
ther noted  in  defense  that  since  most  of  the  large  appropriations 
are  made  for  distribution  of  the  water  to  public  use,  they  are 
subject  to  the  law  of  the  State  made  for  the  control  of  public 
service  and  to  prevent  abuses.^ 


B.    JUNIOR  RIGHTS. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  302.  Successive  Appropriations. — ^It  is  well  settled  that,  sub- 
ject to  the  rule  of  priority,  later  comers  may  make  appropria- 
tions, each  later  comer  in  succession  being  required  to  respect 
the  appropriations  of  all  who  came  before  him.  Later  appropria- 
tions may  be  made  of  the  surplus  over  what  has  been  appro- 
priated by  prior  appropriators,  or  of  any  use  that  does  not  mate- 
rially interfere  with  prior  appropriators.^    In  Colorado  the  suc- 


23  Fanners'  Irr.  Dist.  v.  Frank,  72 
Neb.  136, 100  N.  W.  286.  Cf.  Munroe 
▼.  Ivie,  2  Utah,  535,  8  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
127. 

2^  Infra,  aee.  310,  correlative  rights 
between  appropriators. 

»  Infra,  sec.  309. 

1  Infra,  Part  VII,  sec.  1245  et  seq. 

2  Kelly  V.  Natoma  etc.  Co.,  6  Cal. 
105,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  592;  Brown 
V.  Smith,  10  Cal.  510;  Ortman  v. 
Dixon.  13  Cal.  33,'  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
539;  McDonald  v.  Bear  River  etc.  Co., 
13  Cal.  220,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  626 ; 
MeKinney  v.  Smith,  21  Cal.  374,  1 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  150;  American  Co.  v. 
Bradford,  27  Cal.  360.  15  Morr.  Min. 
Bep.    190;     Nevada    Water    Co.     v. 


Powell,  34  Cal.  109,  91  Am.  Dec.  685; 
Nevada  etc.  Co.  v.  Kidd,  37  Cal.  282, 
at  313;  Higgins  v.  Barker,  42  Cal.  233, 
7  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  525;  Smith  v. 
O'Hata,  43  Cal.  371,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
671;  Stein  Canal  Co.  v.  Kern  Island 
etc.  Co.,  53  Cal.  563;  Hillman  v.  New- 
ington,  57  Cal.  56;  Brown  v.  Mullin, 
65  Cal.  89,  3  Pac.  99;  Junkans  v. 
Bergin,  67  Cal.  267,  7  Pac.  684;  Edgar 
V.  Stevenson,  70  Cal.  286,  11  Pac.  704; 
Ball  V.  Kohl,  87  Cal.  505,  25  Pac.  679; 
Barrows  v.  Fox,  98  Cal.  63,  32  Pac. 
811;  Natoma"  etc.  Co.'v.  Hancock,  101 
Cal.  42,  31  Pac.  112,  35  Pac.  334; 
Santa  Paula  Water  Co.  v.  Peralta,  113 
Cal.  38,  45  Pac.  168 ;  Senior  v.  Ander- 
son, 115  Cal.  496,  47  Pac.  454;  SiiJth 
V.  Hawkins,  120  Cal.  86,  52  Pac.  139, 
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cessive  appropriators  are  called  ''senior"  and  "junior,"  names 
drawn  from  the  law  of  mining  locations,  where  priority  abo 
governs. 

A  subsequent  appropriator  has  a  vested  right  against  his 
senior  to  insist  upon  the  continuance  of  the  conditions  that  ex- 
isted at  the  time  he  made  his  appropriation*  "A  second  appro- 
priator has  a  right  to  have  the  water  continue  to  flow  as  it  flowed 
when  he  made  his  appropriation."*  The  subsequent  appro- 
priator is  entitled  to  the  surplus,  and  any  attempt  of  the  prior 
appropriator  to  make  a  sale  of  such  surplus  to  someone  else  to 
the  injury  of  existing  appropriators,  though  subsequent,  is  of  no 
avail.**  The  prior  cannot  charge  the  later  one  for  use  of  the 
surplus  water.^  It  has  been  held  that  the  fact  that  water  passed 
all  other  appropriators  raises  a  presumption  that  there  was  a 
surplus  in  favor  of  a  junior  appropriator.^ 

Among  the  successive  appropriators  each  is  in  the  position  of 
a  prior  one  toward  all  who  are  subsequent  to  himself.®  The 
independence  of  the  appropriators  inter  se  is  shown  by  the  de- 
cision that  where  a  majority  of  users  on  a  stream  incorporate, 
they  have  no  right  to  regulate  the  use  of  the  minority  who  do  not 
come  into  the  corporation.* 

There  may,  therefore,  be  numerous  appropriations  of  water  of 
the  same  stream,  and  for  use  at  different  times  and  seasons,  or 
for  different  purposes. ^^  .And  after  the  rights  of  subsequent  ap- 
propriators have  attached,  the  prior  appropriator  cannot  change 
or  extend  his  use  to  their  injury."  An  appropriator  of  water,  it 
is  true,  may  change  the  point  of  diversion  or  place  of  use,  so  long 


19  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  243;  Senior  v. 
Anderson,  130  Cal.  290,  62  Pac.  563; 
Moe  V.  Harger,  10  Idaho,  302,  ^7 
Pac.  645 ;  Mann  v.  Parker,  48  Or.  321, 
86  Pac.  598;  McCall  v.  Porter,  42  Or. 
49,  70  Pac.  820,  71  Pac.  976;  Salt 
Lake  City  v.  Salt  Lake  etc.  Co.,  24 
Utah,  249,  67  Pac.  672,  61  L.  R.  A. 
G48,  25  Utah,  456,  71  Pac.  1069; 
Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac. 
732,  98  Pac.  10S3,  102  Pac.  728; 
Whited  V.  Cavin  (Or.),  105  Pac.  396; 
Featherman  v.  Hennessey  (Mont., 
1911),  113  Pac.  751. 

3  Handv  Ditch  Co.  v.  Louden  etc. 
Co.,  27  Colo.  515,  62  Pac.  847;  Baer 
etc.  Co.  V.  Wilson,  38  Colo.  101,  88 
Pac.  265. 

4  Lobdoll  V.  Simpson,  2  Nev.  274,  90 
Am.  Dec.  537. 


s  Creek  v.  Bozeman  Water  Co.,  15 
Mont,  l^^l,  38  Pac.  459,  semble. 

6  Mann  v.  Parker,  48  Or.  321,  86 
Pac.  598. 

7  iViday  V.  Barker  (1909),  16  Idaho, 
73,  101  Pac.  254. 

8  Pomeroy  on  Riparian  Bights,  see. 
83;  Kinney  on  Irrigation,  sec.  173  et 
seq. 

»  Bartholomew  v.  Fayette  etc.  Co., 
31  Utah,  1,  120  Am.  St.  Rep.  912,  86 
Pac.  481. 

10  McCall  V.  Porter,  42  Or.  49,  70 
Pac.  820,  71  Pac.  ,976. 

11  Cole  V.  Logan,  24  Or.  304,  33 
Pac.  568;  Bolter  v.  Garrett,  44  Or. 
304,  75  Pac.  142 ;  Proctor  v.  Jennings, 
(5  Nev.  83,  3  Am.  Rep.  240,  4  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  265. 
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as  he  does  not  thereby  injure  or  affect  the  rights  of  others,  because 
Id  such  case  they  have  no  ground  for  complaint.  But  he  cannot 
extend  the  use,  so  as  to  injure  or  interfere  with  subsequently  ac- 
quired rights.^^  In  the  cases  in  the  following  note  the  prior  ap«- 
propriator  was  protected  from  the  acts  of  a  subsequent  appro- 
priator  which  injured  him/*  while  in  the  cases  in  the  next  note 
the  subsequent  appropriator  was  protected  from  unlawful  acts  of 
the  prior  appropriator,  the  subsequent  appropriator's  right  to 
surplus  over  the  prior  appropriation  being  protected." 

The  relative  position  of  the  appropriators,  whether  above  or  be- 
low each  other,  is  immaterial.^* 

The  rule  of  successive  appropriation  is  a  simple  one,  but  in  the 
heat  of  conflict  between  appropriators  it  has  been  necessary  for 
the  courts  to  repeat  it  again  and  again.  Consequently  some  repre- 
sentative quotations  expressing  the  rule  are  appended  in  the  note.^* 


«  Williams  v.  Altnow,  51  Or.  275, 
95  Pac.  200,  97  Pac.  539.    Infra,  c.  22. 

"  Cache  La  Poudre  etc.  Co.  v. 
Water  Supply  etc.  Co.,  25  Colo.  161, 
71  Am.  St.  Bep.  131,  53  Pac.  331, 
46  L.  R.  A.  175 ;  Dunniway  v.  Law- 
wn,  6  Idaho,  28,  51  Pac.  1032;  Salt 
Lake  Citv  v.  Salt  Lake  etc.  Co.,  24 
Utah,  249,  67  Pac.  672,  61  L.  B.  A. 
648;  Morris  ▼.  Bean,  123  Fed.  618; 
Ljile  Creek  Co.  v.  Perdew,  65  Cal.  447, 
4  Pac.  426;  Simpson  v.  Harrah 
(1909),  54  Or.  448,  103  Pac.  58,  1007. 

»  Saint  V.  Guerrerio,  17  Colo.  448, 
31  Am.  St.  Rep.  320,  30  Pac.  335; 
.' l.ier  Gulch  etc.  Co.  v.  Hayes,  6  Mont. 
31,  9  Pac.  581;  Quigley  v.  Birdseye, 
n  Mont.  439,  28  Pac.  741;  Barnes  v. 
Sabron,  10  Xev.  217;  Union  etc.  Co. 
V.  Dangberg,  81  Fed.  73;  Mann  v. 
Prrker,  48  Or.  321,  86  Pac.  598; 
•^mirh  V.  BuflP  (1909),  39  Mont.  382, 
133  Am.  St.  Rep.  587,  102  Pac.  984; 
Vogel  V.  Minnesota  etc.  Co.,  47  Colo. 
■»34.  107  Pac.  1108.  Cf.  Miller  v. 
Wheeler  (1909),  54  Wash.  429,  103 
Pac.  641,  23  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  1065. 
Wh<»re  the  quantity  allowed  a  partic- 
oLir  owner  for  irrigation  is  not  re- 
quired, it  becomes  subject  to  use  by 
^tKpTs  on  the  Jtrenin  in  the  order  of 
thpir  rijfhts.  Whited  v.  Cavin  (Or., 
1909),  105  Pac.  396. 

13  Hill  V.  Kin^.  s  Tal.  336,  4  Morr. 
Min.  Bcp.  533;  Windsor  Co.  v.  Hoff- 
man Co.  (CoJo.),  1('9  Pac.  422;  Same 
V.  Same  (Colo.),  109  Pac.  425. 


16  "Priority  of  appropriation,  where 
no  other  title  exists,  undoubtedly  gives 
the  better  right.  And  the  rights  of 
all  subsequent  appropriators  aro  sub- 
ject to  his  who  IS  first  in  time.  But 
as  others  coming  on  the  streams  sub- 
sequently may  appropriate  and  acquire 
a  right  to  the  surplus  or  residuum,  so 
the  rights  of  each  successive  person 
ajipropriating  water  from  a  stream 
are  subordinate  to  all  those  previously 
acquired,  and  the  rights  of  each  are 
to  be  determined  by  the  condition  of 
things  at  the  time  he  makes  his  ap- 
propriation. So  far  is  this  rule 
carried,  that  those  who  are  prior  to 
him  can  in  no  way  change  or  extend 
their  use  to  his  prejudice,  but  are  lim- 
ited to  the  rights  enjoyed  by  them 
when  he  secured  his.  Nor  has  anyone 
the  right  to  do  anything  which  will, 
in  the  natural  gor  probable  course  of 
things,  curtail  or  interfere  with  the 
prior  acquired  rights  of  those  either 
above  or  below  him  on  the  same 
stream.  The  subsequent  appropriator 
only  acquired  what  has  not  been  se- 
curod  by  those  prior  to  him  in  time. 
But  what  he  does  thus  secure  is  as 
absolute  and  perfect  and  free  from 
any  right  of  others  to  interfere  with 
it  as  the  rights  of  those  before  him 
are  secure  from  interference  by  him." 
Proctor  V.  Jennings,  6  Nev.  83,  3  Am. 
Rep.  240,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  265.  Held, 
a  subsequent  appropriator's  dam  is  not 
actionable  if  it  interferes  with  prior's 
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§  303.  Same. — ^Where  water  is  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
of  furnishing  power  to  a  mill  and  after  its  use  in  the  mill  is  per- 
njitted  to  flow,  undiminished,  back  'into  the  natural  stream,  it 
becomes  subject  to  another  appropriation,  and  when  so  appro- 
priated the  mill  appropriator  cannot  change  the  character  of  use 
or  place  of  diversion  in  such  manner  as  to  injure  or  deprive  the 
latter  appropriator  below  the  mill  of  his  use  of  the  water,^''  nor 
change  to  storage  or  irrigation  so  as  to  prevent  the  continuance  of 
the  discharge.^®  Water  of  a  stream  used  for  placer  mining  pur- 
poses and  finding  its  way  back  into  the  stream  is  subject  to  be 
appropriated  to  agricultural  uses  by  farmers  on  the  stream  below.^ 
Waste  water  returned  to  the  natural  stream  from  which  taken 


waterwheel    above    only    because    of 
heavy  and  fortuitous  rains. 

"When  the  right  of  the  complain- 
ant attached  and  became  fixed,  the  re- 
spondents could  not  in  any  manner 
encroach  upon  or  interfere  with.it  by 
afterward  extending  and  enlarging 
their  own  rights  beyond  their  first 
appropriation,  by  the  acquisition  of 
additional  land,  and  the  construction 
of  ditches  or  other  means  to  convey 
additional  quantities  of  water  away 
from  said  river  to  any  portion  of  their 
subsequently  acquired  lands.  No  rule 
of  law  is  better  settled,  oftener  ap- 
plied, more  rigidly  enforced,  or  based 
upon  stronger  principles  of  equity, 
justice,  and  right,  in  regard  to  the 
beneficial  use  of  water,  and  the  rights 
acquired  by  a  priority  of  appropria- 
tion. The  right  of  the  first  appro- 
priator is  fixed  by  his  appropriation, 
and  when  others  locate  upon  the 
stream,  or  appropriate  the  water,  he 
cannot  enlarge  his  original  appropria- 
tion, or  make  any  change  in  the  cnan- 
nel,  to  their  injury.  Each  subsequent 
locator  or  appropriator  is  entitled  to 
have  the  water  flow  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  when  he  located,  and  may 
insist  that  the  prior  appropriator  shall 
be  confined  to  what  was  actually  ap- 
propriated, or  necessary  for  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  intended  to  use 
the  water.  In  other  words,  a  person 
appropriating  a  water-right  on  a 
stream  already  partly  appropriated 
acquires  a  right  to  the  surplus  or 
residuum  he  appropriates;  and  those 


who  acquired  prior  rights,  whether 
above  or  below  him,  on  the  stream, 
can  in  no  way  change  or  extend  their 
use  of  the  water  to  nis  prejudice,  but 
are  limited  to  the  rights  enjoyed  by 
them  when  he  secured  his.'*  Union 
Min.  Co.  V.  Dangberg,  81  Fed.  73,  per 
Judge  JIawley. 

''When  rights  of  subsequent  ap- 
propriators  once  attach,  the  prior  ap- 
propriator cannot  encroach  on  them 
by  extending  his  use  beyond  the  first 
appropriation Each  is,  in  re- 
spect to  his  own  appropriation,  prior 
in  time  and  exclusive  in  right" 
Nevada  M.  Co.  v.  Powell,  34  Cal.  109, 
91  Am.  Bee.  685,  4  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
253. 

17  Last  Chance  etc.  Co.  v.  Bunker 
Hill  etc.  Co.  (C.  C.  Idaho),  49  Fed. 
430,  17  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  449;  Mills' 
Irrigation  Manual,  p.  70,  citing  Cache 
La  Poudre  etc.  Co.  v.  Water  Supply 
Co.,  25  Colo.  161,  71  Am.  St.  Eep.  131, 
53  Pac.  331,  46  L.  B.  A.  175.  See 
Trambley  v.  Luterman,  6  N.  M.  15, 
27  Pac.  312;  Gassert  v.  Noyes,  18 
Mont.  216,  44  Pac.  959. 

18  Windsor  Co.  v.  Lake  Supply  Co., 
44  Colo.  214,  98  Pac.  729.  Compare 
Hutchison  v.  Watson  D.  Co.  (1909), 
16  Idaho,  484,  133  Am.  St.  Rep.  125, 
101  Pac.  1059,  holding  (semhle)  that 
an  appropriator  is  in  duty  bound  to 
return  water  to  the  stream  from  which 
it  is  taken  even  though  no  lower  ap- 
propriator exists  thereon. 

i«  Head  et  al.  v.  Hale  ot  al.  (1909), 
38  Mont.  303,  100  Pac.  222. 
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belongs  to  the  apprbpriators  below  thereon,  whether  it  comes  by 
percolation,  surface  or  subterranean  flow.^ 

These  are  all  ruling  having  in  mind  water  returned  to  the 
stream  from  which  diverted,  and,  although  called  "waste,*'  being 
but  a  surplus  of  the  natural  flow.  As  to  cases  of  waste  water  not 
returned  to  the  stream  from  which  taken,  but  entering  a  different 
drainage,  or  wasted  at  a  distance  from  any  stream  at  all,  different 
considerations  are  involved.^* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  304.  Same. — ^Where  a  prior  appropriation  is  for  filling  a 
reservoir,  a  later  appropriation  may  be  made  by  another  of  the 
surplus  after  the  prior  reservoir  is  filled,^  and  the  second  is  senior 
to  all  subsequent  to  him.  Where  a  system  of  exchanges  of  water 
between  different  owners  of  reservoirs,  if  put  in  practice,  would 
necessarily  convert  a  junior  water-right  into  a  senior  priority,  it 
could  not  be  sustained.  In  this  case  the  facts  were  quite  compli- 
cated, and  may  be  stated  to  show  the  character  of  the  difficulties 
that  arise.  A  mill  appropriated  sixty  second-feet,  returning  it  to 
the  stream  after  use.  Thereafter  a  ** storage*'  company  above  the 
mill  appropriated,  subject  thereto,  enough  water  to  fill  its  reser- 
voir. Still  later,  below  the  mill,  a  **  reservoir"  company  appro- 
priated the  sixty  second-feet  returned  to  the  stream  by  the  mill. 
It  was  held  that  this  third  appropriation  was  superior  to  any  right 
of  the  "storage"  company  to  retain  that  sixty  second- feet,  because, 
as  respects  that  specific  flow,  the  ** reservoir  company"  was,  on 
the  facts,  the  first  appropriator,  being  a  surplus  over  the  prior 
storage  appropriation ;  and  this  right  to  such  surplus  is  not  lessened 
by  abandonment  by  the  mill  company,  nor  can  the  mill  company 
sell  its  rights  to  the  "storage"  company  to  the  **reservoir"  com- 
pany's prejudice.^  Some  special  Colorado  law  appears  in  this 
case  regarding  successive  reservoir  appropriations  (appropriations 
measured  by  volume)  as  distinguished  from  appropriations  of  con- 
tinuous  flow.-* 


20  La  Jara  etc.  Co.  v.  Hansen,  35 
Colo.  105,  83  Pac.  645 ;  Water  Supply 
A  Storage  Co.  v.  Larimer  etc.  Reser- 
voir Co.,  25  Colo.  87-94,  53  Pac.  386; 
Clark  T,  Ashley,  34  Colo.  285,  82  Pac. 
.>!5;  McCl^'llan  v.  Hurdle,  3  Colo. 
App.  434,  33  Pac.  280;  Schneider  v. 
S,bnAider,  36  Colo.  518,  86  Pac.  348; 
Schulz  V.  Sweeny,  19  Nev.  359,  3  Am. 
&t.  Bep.  8S8,  11  Pac  253.    And  see 


Wollman  v.  Oarrin^er,  1  Mont.  544,  1 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  675 ;  Houjjjh  v.  Porter, 
51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083, 
102  Pac.  728. 

21  Supra,  c.  4,  especially  sees.  55,  61. 

22  Windsor  Res.  Co.  v.  Lake  Supply 
Co.,  44  Colo.  214,  98  Pac.  729. 

23  Windsor  Co.  v.  Lake  Supply  Co., 
44  Colo.  214,  OS  Pac  729. 

24  See  infra,  sec.  475  at  seq. 
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A  prior  appropriator  of  a  lake  by  pumping  cannot  prevent  a 
subsequent  appropriation  of  any  of  the  lake  water  which  will  not 
diminish  the  quantity  nor  increase  the  cost  of  the  prior  right.^ 

The  prior  appropriator  is  limited  to  the  quantity  appropriated 
by  him  at  the  time  of  the  subsequent  appropriation,  and  cannot 
thereafter  take  an  increased  quantity ;  ^  but  an  increase  of  mill 
capacity,^  or  an  increase  of  acreage  irrigated  does  not  necessarily 
per  se  show  the  use  of  more  water;  it  may  merely  show  greater 
eflBciency  of  the  use  of  the  same  water.' 

The  same  appropriator  may  have  two  or  more  priorities  from 
the  same  stream,  but  of  different  dates,  one  of  which  will  be 
superior  to  another  appropriator  because  first  in  time,  and  the 
other  inferior  because  not  made  until  the  intervening  right  had 
been  acquired.*  Where  the  court  found  that  appellee  made  two 
distinct  appropriations  of  water  for  a  reservoir,  the  first  on  March 
5,  1901,  of  two  hundred  cubic  feet  per  second,  and  the  second,  on 
October  22d,  of  the  same  volume,  a  decree  awarding  appellee  a 
priority  of  four  hundred  cubic  feet  per  second,  as  to  March  5, 
1901,  was  erroneous.^  That  the  same  irrigating  ditch  may  have 
two  or  more  priorities  belonging  to  the  same  party  or  to  different 
parties  is  not  an  open  question  in  Colorado.*  That  is,  where  one 
makes  several  appropriations  at  different  times,  he  may  become 
both  a  prior  and  a  subsequent  appropriator  in  relation  to  other 
users,  and  his  rights  will  not  merge,  but  will  stand  as  though  his 
multiple  rights  belonged  to  different  persons  independently  of 
each  other. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  305.    Periodical  Appropriations. — The  later  appropriation  in 
most  of  the  cases  is  a  claim  to  the  surplus  in  amount  of  water. 


25  Dictum,  Duckworth  v.  Watson- 
viUe  etc.  Co.,  158  Cal.  206,  110  Pac. 
927;  Same  v.  Same,  150  Cal.  520,  89 
Pac:  338.  Cf.  Salt  Lake  City  v.  Otaxd- 
ner  (Utah),  114  Pac.  147. 

1  Rutherford  v.  Lucerne  etc.  Co., 
12  Wyo.  299,  75  Pac.  445;  Taughen- 
baugh  V.  Clark,  6  Colo.  App.  235,  40 
Pac.  153;  Toohey  v.  CampbeU,  24 
Mont.  13,  60  Pac.  396. 

2  Union  Min.  Co.  v.  Dangberg,  81 
Fed.  73. 

8  Cache  La  Poudre  etc.  Co.  v.  Lar- 
imer etc.  Co.,  25  Colo.  144,  71  Am. 
St.  Rep.  123,  53  Pac.  318;  Platte 
Vallev  etc.  Co.  v.  Central  Trust  Co., 
32  Co'lo.  102,  75  Pac.  391;  Fulton  etc. 


Co.  V.  Meadow  etc.  Co.,  35  Colo.  588, 
86  Pac.  748. 

4  Whited  V.  Cavin  (Or.),  105  Pac 
376,  at  399. 

0  Windsor  Bes.  Co.  v.  Lake  Supply 
Co.,  suprck, 

e  Park  v.  Park  (1909),  45  Colo.  347, 
101  Pac.  406;  Thomas  v.  Guiraud  et 
al.,  6  Colo.  530;  Rominjg^er  t.  Squires, 
9  Colo.  327,  12  Pac.  213;  FuUer  v. 
Swan  Biver  Placer  Min.  Co.,  12  Colo. 
12,  19  Pac  836,  16  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
252 ;  Farmers*  High  Line  C.  &  R.  Co. 
V.  Southworth,  13  Colo.  Ill,  21  Pac 
3028,  4  L.  R.  A.  767;  Nichols  v.  Mc- 
intosh, 19  Colo.  22,  34  Pac.  278. 
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It  may  just  as  well,  however,  be  an  appropriation  of  the  surplus 
in  time,  to  use  the  whole  6r  part  when  the  prior  claimant  is  not 
using  it  at  certain  times.  In  Smith  v.  O'Hara  (the  leading  case)  ^ 
the  court  says:  ''If  the  person  who  first  appropriates  the  waters 
of  a  stream  only  appropriates  a  part,  another  person  may  appro- 
priate a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  residue ;  and  when  appropriated  by 
him  his  right  thereto  is  as  perfect,  and  entitled  to  the  same  protec- 
tion, as  that  of  the  first  appropriator  to  the  portion  appropriated  by 
him.  In  Ortman  y.  Dixon,^  it  was  decreed  that  the  defendants 
were  entitled  to  the  waters  of  the  creek  for  the  use  of  their  mill; 
that  the  plaintiffs  were  then  entitled  to  sufficient  water  to  fill 
their  ditch  No.  2 ;  and  that  the  defendants  were  next  entitled  to 
the  residue  to  fill  their  ditch  No.  3.  The  cases  are  very  numerous 
which  affirm,  or  assume  without  question,  this  doctrine.  It  is 
usually  the  case  that  the  amount  of  water  to  which  the  several 
persons  claiming  its  use  are  entitled  is  measured  by  inches,  ac- 
cording to  miner's  measurement,  or  by  the  capacity  of  the  ditches 
through  which  it  is  conducted  from  the  stream,  but  there  is  no 
reason  why  the  amount  may  not  be  measured  in  some  other  mode. 
They  hold  the  amount  appropriated  by  them  respectively  as  they 
would  do  had  the  paramount  proprietor  granted  to  each  the  amount 
by  him  appropriated.  The  right  to  use  the  waters,  or  a  certain 
portion  of  them,  might  be  granted  to  one  person  for  certain  months, 
days  or  parts  of  days,  and  to  other  persons  for  other  specified 
times.  An  agriculturist  might  appropriate  the  waters  of  a  stream 
for  irrigation  during  the  dry  season,^  and  a  miner  might  appro- 
priate them  for  his  purposes  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
And  so  may  several  persons  appropriate  the  waters  for  use  during 
any  diflPerent  periods.  There  is  no  difference  in  principle  between 
appropriations  of  waters,  measured  by  time,  and  those  measured 
by  volume. ' '  *^ 

At  all  times  that  the  water  is  not  required  by  one  appropriator 
it  should  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  other  for  irrigation  and  other 


f  43  Cal.  371,  at  376,  1  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  671. 

*»  13  Cal.  34. 

*  Dry  season  defined.  Daly  v.  Rnd- 
Ml  137  Cal.  671,  676,  70  Pac.  784. 

^^  To  the  same  effect,  Peregoy  v. 
S^llifk,  79  Cal.  568,  21  Pac.  966; 
SanU  Panla  Water  Co.  v.  Peralta,  113 
Cal  38.  45  Pac.  168;  Soutbside  etc. 
Co.  T.  Burson,  147  CaL  401,  81  Pac. 


1107;  Cache  La  Poudre  Co.  v.  Water 
Supply  Co.,  25  Colo.  161,  71  Am.  St. 
Rep.  131,  53  Pac.  331,  46  L.  R.  A. 
175;  City  of  Telluride  v.  Blair,  33 
Colo.  353,  80  Pac.  1053;  Barnes  v. 
Sabron,  10  Nev.  217,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  673  (quoting  Smith  v.  O'Hara) ; 
Twaddle  v.  Winters,  29  Xev.  88,  86 
Pae.  283,  89  Pac.  289;  Mann  v. 
Parker,    48    Or.    321,    86    Pac.    598; 
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uses  when  'needed.^^  An  appropriation  of.  water  is  limited,  in 
quantity  as  well  as  in  time,  to  the  extent  of  the  appropriation,  and, 
where  water  was  taken  from  a  ditch  for  mining  only  through  the 
winter  months  up  to  June  1st,  the  right  of  appropriation  was  lim- 
ited to  that  period. ^2  ''There  is  no  douht  that,  where  a  party  in 
the  appropriation  of  water  limits  himself  in  using  it  to  certain 
specified  dates,  subsequent  appropriators  may  acquire  a  vested 
right  to  the  water  to  be  used  at  times  not  embraced  in  the  claim 
of  the  first  appropriator. "  ^  In  Barnes  v.  Sabron  "  the  court 
said:  **We  think  the  rule  is  well  settled,  upon  reason  and  author- 
ity, that,  if  the  first  appropriator  only  appropriates  a  part  of  the 
waters  of  a  stream  for  a  certain  period  of  time,  any  other  person 
or  persons  may  not  only  appropriate  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the 
residue,  and  acquire  a  right  thereto  as  perfect  as  the  first  appro- 
priator, but  may  also  acquire  a  right  to  the  quantity  of  water  used 
by  the  first  appropriator  at  such  tjmes  as  not  needed  or  used  by 
him.  In  other  words,  if  plaintiflE  only  appropriated  the  water 
during  certain  days  in  the  week,  or  during  a  certain  number  of 
days  in  a  month,  then  the  defendants  would  be  entitled  to  its  use 
in  the  other  days  of  the  week,  or  the  other  days  in  the  month.'* 
The  essential  element  necessary  to  make  an  appropriation 
periodical  in  chsiracter  consists  in  the  intention  of  the  appro- 
priator to  so  limit  his  right.  Where  the  intermittent  character  of 
use  is  not  pursuant  to  design,  but  is  accidental  or  due  to  unfore- 
seen causes  (having  intended  a  continuous  use  at  all  times),  the 
appropriation  is  not  within  the  periodical  class.  In  such  cases 
during  the  nonuse  periods  the  water  may  be  taken  by  others  as 
temporary  appropriations,  but  they  cannot  insist  upon  receiving 
the  water  at  any  stated  periods  in  the  absence  of  prescription  or 
forfeiture  by  the  prior  claimant.  An  appropriation  is  not  periodi- 
cal in  character  unless  so  intended ;  such  intent  being  drawn  from 
acts  and  circumstances  as  much  as  from  the  appropriator 's  actual 
expression  or  claim  or  notice.^** 


Stowell  V.  Johnson,  7  Utah,  215,  26 
Pac.  290;  Farnham  on  Waters,  p. 
2088;  Pomeroy  on  Riparian  Rights, 
sec.  84. 

n  Gardner  v.  Wright,  49  Or.  609, 
91  Pac.  286;  Hongh  v.  Porter,  51  Or. 
318,  95  Pac.  73l\  98  Pac.  10S3.  102 
Pac.  728;  Whited  v.  Gavin  (Or.,  1909), 
105  Pac.  396. 


12  Davis  V.  Chamberlain,  51  Or.  304. 
98  Pac.  154. 

13  Rodgers  v.  Pitt,  129  Fed.  932. 

14  10  Nev.  217,  245,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  673. 

ij>  For  example,  it  is  held:  '"The 
fact  that  the  volume  of  water,  by  rea- 
son of  climatic  conditions,  is  sufficient 
for  the  use  intended  during  certain 


iSM  Cli.14.    SENIOB  AND  JUNIOB  BIGHTS.        (3ded.)  321 

§  306.  Temporary  Appropriation. — A  later  comer  may  make 
an  appropriation,  temporary  in  its  nature,  in  the  following  cases: 

(a)  Where  the  prior  appropriator  has  posted  his  notice  and 
begun  construction  work,  but  has  not  yet  completed  his  flumes  or 
other  appliances  by  which  the  water  is  to  be  diverted.  During 
this  interval,  which  may  last  for  a  year  or  more  in  some  cases, 
others  have  a  right  to  use  the  water.  Their  right  is  entirely  a 
temporary  one,  however,  and  ceases  when  the  works  of  the  prior 
claimant  are  completed.^**  This  temporary  use  becomes  wrongful 
if  it  hinders  the  prior  claimant's  construction  work,  or  prevents 
his  diversion  of  the  water  when  his  works  are  finished.^^  Likewise 
it  must  leave  him  sufBcient  water  during  the  construction  work 
to  keep  his  new  ditch  in  good  condition,  or  the  water  otherwise 
needed  to  carry  on  his  construction  work.^  The  prior  claimant 
need  take  no  notice  of  temporary  appropriations  of  this  kind 
during  the  progress  of  his  construction  work ;  they  cease  ipso  facto 
when  he  is  ready,  though  he  has  not  warned  them.** 

(h)  After  the  works  are  completed  but  pending  the  application 
of  the  water  thereby  to  actual  use.*® 

(c)  Where,  after  actual  pse  has  begun,  the  prior  appropriator 
who  has  been  using  the  water  ceases  temporarily  to  do  so.  Dur- 
ing such  time,  a  later  comer  may  divert  the  water  and  use  it. 
"While  a  ditch  by  which  the  waters  of  a  stream  have  been  appro- 
priated is  out  of  repair,  and  not  in  a  condition  to  carry  any  water, 
an  action  will  not  lie  to  abate,  as  a  nuisance,  a  reservoir  constructed 
across  the  bed  of  the  stream,  above  the  head  of  the  ditch,  by  which 
the  water  of  the  stream  is  collected  and  detained  and  caused  to 
overflow  unequally.** 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  a  fundamental  object  of  the  law  of 
appropriation  now  is  to  have  the  water  put  to  a  beneflcial  use ;  con- 
Tersely,  to  have  none  wasted.    There  are  authorities  against  this, 

portions  of  the  year  only,  does  not,  of  17  Ibid» 

it8i»If,  limit  the  appropriation  to  such  is  Ibid,;  and  Weaver  v.  Conger,  10 

penods  of  time,  but  is  available  when-  Cal.  233,  6  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  203. 

mr,  by  reason  of  the  flow    there  is  ^^  j^^       ^^^    Woolman    v.     Gar- 

efficient    water    for    such    beneficial  «:-,«»-  i  ivt/.^*   Kfnz  i  tlt^—  tun^  t>-« 

^r    City  of  Telluride  v.  Davis,  33  "iiP'^'  ^  ^°^*-  ^^^»  ^  ^°"-  ^"^-  ^P- 

<^«Io.  355,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  101,  SO  ""'^  ^      ^  ^  ^      .  ^ 

Pac.  1051.  ^  °^  future  needs,  infra,  sec.  483 

w  Nevada  etc.  Co.  v.  Kidd,  37  Cal.  «*  s^^- 
2S2;  Miles  v.  Butte  etc.  Co.,  32  Mont.  21  Bear  River  etc  Co.  ▼.  Boles^  24 

^  79  Pae.  549.  Cal.  359. 
Wrter  Right*— 21 
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§  308.  Preferences. — ^In  a  number  of  States  the  recent  legis- 
lation, however,  has  departed  from  the  foregoing  rule  of  impar- 
tiality, and  uses  are  classified  with  regard  to  scarcity,  or  where 
they  are  of  incompatible  character.  Usually,  domestic  use  is  to  be 
supplied  first;  second,  irrigation;  third,  other  uses.  In  Colorado 
this  preference  is  enforced  by  a  provision  that  if  water  appro- 
priated for  domestic  use  is  used  for  irrigation  to  any  extent  what- 
ever, it  is  a  misdemeanor.^^  In  Idaho,  mining  (in  mining  districts) 
has  the  second  preference.  In  Wyoming,  in  1909,  an  elaborate 
series  of  preferences  was  enacted.  Preferences  appear  (with  varia- 
tions) in  the  statutes  of  Colorado,  Idaho,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  New 
Mexico,  Oregon,  Utah,  Wyoming,  and  probably  some  other  States." 
(There  should  also  be  noted  the  provision  elsewhere  considered, 
giving  the  State  Engineer  power  to  reject  appropriations  "where 


10  See  Fulton  etc.  Co.  v.  Meadow 
etc.  Co.,  35  Colo.  5S8,  86  Pac.  748; 
3  M.  A.  S.,  1905  ed.,  sec.  2269a;  Bev. 
Stats.  1908,  sees.  3178,  3179;  Laws 
1891,  p.  402,  see.  1;  Laws  1891,  p. 
403,  sec.  2. 

ii  Arieana. — Bev.  Stats.,  c.  55,  see. 
5,  giving  preference  to  irrigation. 

Colorado, — Const.,  art.  16,  sec.  6; 
3  M.  A.  S.,  3d  ed.,  2269a. 

Idaho. — In  the  Idaho  constitution, 
article  15,  section  3,  it  is  declared  that 
in  times  of  scarcity,  domestic  uses 
shall  be  supplied  first;  second,  mining 
(in  organized  mining  districts) ;  third, 
agricultural;  and  fourth,  manufactur- 
ing. 

Kansas, — Gen.  Laws,  1909,  sec 
4423. 

Nebraska, — Comp.  Stats.  1903,  see. 
6541. 

New  Mexico. — "No  inhabitant  of 
-said  territory  shall  have  the  right  to 
construct  any  property  to  the  impedi- 
ment of  the  irrigation  of  land  or 
fields,  such  as  mills  or  other  property 
that  may  obstruct  the  course  [i.  e., 
flow]  of  the  water;  as  the  irrigation 
of  the  fields  should  be  preferred  to  all 
-others  [i.  c.,  to  all  other  uses]."  N. 
M.  Gen.  Laws  1880,  art. ,  sec.  2. 

Oregoiu — Laws  of  1909,  chapter 
216,  section  47,  contain  some  prefer- 
ence to  municipal  purposes. 

Utah. — Laws  of  1905,  chapter  108, 
provided  the  prior  appropriator  shall 


always  be  supplied  in  full  before  a 
subsequent  appropriator  gets  any 
water,  except  m  the  annual  low-water 
stage,  when  all  nsers  are  on  an  equal 
footing,  and  pro-rate.  In  time  of 
scarcity,  domestic  uses  have  preference 
over  all  other  purposes,  and  agricul- 
ture over  all  except  domestic  use; 
those  using  for  the  same  purpose 
maintaining  priorities  between  them- 
selves (sec.  56).  And  this  la  pr(^ 
served  in  the  later  statutes. 

Wyoming. — ^"Water-rights  are  here- 
by defined  as  .follows  according  to 
use:  Preferred  uses  shall  indude 
rights  for  domestic  and  transportation 
purposes  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  relating  to  con- 
demnation of  property  for  public  and 
semi-public  purposes.  Such  domestic 
and  transportation  purposes  shall  in- 
clude the  following:  First,  water  for 
drinking  purposes  for  both  man  and 
beast;  second,  water  for  municipal 
purposes;  third,  water  for  the  use  of 
steam  engines  and  for  general  rail- 
way use;  fourth,  water  for  culinary, 
laundry,  bathing,  refrigerating  (in- 
cluding the  manufacture  of  ice),  and 
for  steam  and  hot-water  heating 
plants.  The  use  of  water  for  irriga- 
tion shall  be  superior  and  preferred  to 
any  use  where  turbine  or  impulse 
water-wheels  are  installed  for  power 
purposes."  Laws  1909,  c.  68,  p.  112, 
sec  2;  Comp.  Laws,  1910^  sec.  725. 
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such  denial  is  demanded  by  the  public  interest, ' '  ^^  which,  it  has 
been  claimed,  gives  him  power  of  choice  between  classes  of  uses.) 

These  provisions,  so  far  as  they  attempt  to  annihilate  the  doc- 
trine of  priority  between  classes  of  uses,  or  to  classify  uses  for 
the  purposes  of  priority,  are  not  fully  enforced  by  the  courts. 

The  preference  to  domestic  uses,  given  the  first  preference,  is 
held  in  Colorado  as  only  preserving  a  right  similar  to  the  common- 
law  riparian  right  of  each  riparian  proprietor  to  domestic  use  on 
his  land.  If  the  attempt  by  such  provision  were  to  defeat  prior 
appropriations  for  other  purposes  entirely  it  would  be  unconstitu- 
tional, as  a  prior  appropriation  has  a  vested  right  that  can  be  taken 
only  on  eminent  domain  proceedings  and  payment  of  compensa- 
tion.** The  same  has  been  held  of  the  Nebraska  provision  ^^  and 
of  the  Idaho  provision.^**  These  cases  hold  that  the  preference  to 
domestic  use  does  not  give  municipalities  the  right  to  take  water 
away  from  prior  appropriators  owning  rights  for  mining,  irriga- 
tion, power,  or  manufacturing. 

The  present  state  of  the  Colorado  law  appears  in  the  following 
cases:  A  water  company  purchased  the  water-rights  of  private 
parties  with  a  view  to  furnish  water  for  domestic  use,  and  relied 
for  priority  on  the  rights  of  their  grantors,  who  had  been  using  the 
water  for  domestic  use.  The  court  says:  **Upon  the  question  of 
the  right  of  appellees  to  divert  the  water  for  domestic  use,  based 
on  the  fact  that  their  grantors,  as  riparian  owners,  had  enjoyed 
sach  use  since  their  first  settlement  upon  the  stream,  the  court 
below  held  that  such  claim  could  not  be  sustained,  and  that  the 
right  to  use  the  water  for  such  purpose  must  be  exercised  in  con- 
nection with  riparian  ownership.    This  holding  is  in  accord  with 


^  Infra,  wees.  313,  314,  415. 

13  Strickler  v.  Colorado  Springs,  16 
Colo.  61,  25  Am.  St.  Bep.  245,  26 
Pac.  317;  Armstrong  v.  Larimer  etc. 
Co.,  1  Colo.  App.  49,  27  P&c.  235; 
MuDtroee  etc.  Co.  v.  Loutsenhizer  etc. 
Co.,  23  Colo.  233,  48  Pac.  532 ;  Broad- 
moor etc.  Co.  V.  Brookside  etc.  Co., 
-4  Colo.  541,  52  Pac.  792;  Town  of 
St<r!ing  v.  Pawnee  etc.  Co.,  42  Colo. 
«1,  94  Pac.  341,  15  L.  E.  A.,  N.  S., 
238. 

^*  In  Nebraska  it  was  held,  citing 
the  Colorado  cases,  that  in  the  prefer- 
enee  to  domestic  uses,  the  term  "do- 
ir.*9tie  purposes"  has  reference  to  such 
use  of  water  for  domestic  purposes  as 


was  permitted  to  the  riparian  pro- 
prietor at  common  law,  which  ordi- 
narily involves  but  little  interference 
with  the  water  of  a  stream  or  its  flow, 
and  does  not  contemplate  diversion  of 
large  quantities  of  water  in  canals  or 
pipe-lines.  Crawford  v.  Hathaway,  67 
Neb.  325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  93  N. 
W.  781,  60  L.  E.  A.  889.  See  Corpora- 
tions and  Consumers,  infra,  sees.  1343, 
1344  et  seq. 

15  Montpelier  etc.  Co.  v.  Montpelier 
(Idaho,  1911),  113  Pac.  741.  The 
Wyoming  statute,  supra,  expressly  re- 
quires condemnation  and  payment  be- 
fore the  preference  can  be  exercised. 
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the  views  expressed  in  the  recent  case  of  Montrose  Canal  Co.  v. 
Loutsenhizer  Ditch  Co./®  wherein  it  is  said:  'While  it  is  true  that 
section  6  of  article  16  of  the  constitution  recognizes  a  preference 
in  those  using  water  for  domestic  purposes  over  those  using  it  for 
any  other  purpose,  it  is  not  intended  thereby  to  authorize  a  diver- 
sion of  water  for  domestic  use  from  the  public  streams  of  the  State 
by  means  of  large  canals The  use  protected  by  the  consti- 
tution is  such  use  as  the  riparian  owner  has  at  common  law  to  take 
water  for  himself,  his  family,  or  his  stock,  and  the  like. '  The  court 
therefore  correctly  decided  that  the  water  could  not  be  used  for 
such  purpose  by  the  company,  through  its  pipe-line.*'"  In  the 
latter  case  cited  in  the  note  the  court  said:  "Rights  to  the  use  of 
water  for  a  beneficial  purpose,  whatever  the  use  may  be,  are  prop- 
erly, in  the  full  sense  of  that  term,  and  are  protected  by  section 
15,  article  11,  of  our  constitution,  which  says  that  'private  prop- 
erty shall  not  be  taken  or  damaged  for  public  or  private  use  with- 
out just  compensation.'  ....  That  a  city  or  town  cannot  take 
water  for  domestic  purposes  which  has  been  previously  appro- 
priated for  some  other  beneficial  purpose,  without  fully  compensat- 
ing the  owner,  is  so  clear  that  further  discussion  seems  almost 
unnecessary.  Any  other  conclusion  would  violate  the  most  funda- 
mental principles  of  justice,  and  result  in  destroying  most  valuable 
rights.  It  would  violate  that  right  protected  by  our  constitution, 
that  property  shall  not  be  taken  from  the  owner  either  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  or  for  private  use,  without  conpensation  to 
the  owner.  The  right  of  a  city  to  divert  water  for  the  use  of  its 
inhabitants  is  not  superior  to  the  right  of  an  individual,  or  a  farm- 
ing community,  to  divert  water  for  domestic  or  other  purposes,  in 
the  sense  that  the  city  may  take  water  for  that  purpose  from  those 
who  have  previously  appropriated  it  for  the  same,  or  some  other, 
beneficial  use,  without  compensating  the  senior  appropriator." 

The  eflfect  of  these  decisions  is  that  the  common  law  of  riparian 
rights  is  not,  after  all,  rejected  in  toto,  in  Colorado,  or,  rather, 
that  is  the  effect  if  the  provision  in  question  is  given  any  force 
at  all.^®    As  yet  the  courts  have  only  been  engaged  in  cutting  down 

16  23  Colo.  233,  48  Pac.  532.  841,  15  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  238,  and  the 

IT  Broadmoor  Dairy  Co.  v.  Brook-  other  cases  already  cited. 

side  Water  Co.,  24  Colo.  541,  52  Pac.  18  The  provision  is  not  confined  to 

792.    Affirmed  in  Town  of  Sterling  v.  appropriators,  who  own  riparian  lanl. 

Pawnee  etc  Co.,  42  Colo.  421,  94  Pae.  Town  of  Sterling  v.  Pawnee  etc  Co.. 
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that  provision,  and  that  is  where  the  cases  now  stop,  without  af- 
firmatively holding  that  the  common-law  right  exists,  but  only 
that  beyond  the  common-law  right  the  preference  does  not  go. 
It  may  be  that  the  court  will  hold  that  the  preference  does  not 
even  extend  to  the  common-law  right,  thus  in  effect  nullifying  the 
preference  entirely.** 

The  second  preference  in  Colorado,  given  to  irrigators,  was  held 
not  to  apply  to  rights  acquired  before  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution.^ The  second  preference  in  Idaho  is  given  to  mining,  but 
the  eourt  has  held  that  this  does  not  give  the  miner  any  right  to 
pollute  the  stream  as  against  prior  appropriators  for  irrigation.^* 

The  matter  is  not  of  recent  origin,  and  the  courts  find  such  pref- 
erences do  not  work  justice.  In  the  first  historical  chapter  it  was 
seen  that  a  preference  of  such  kind  in  favor  of  use  for  mining  was 
urged  when  the  foundations  of  the  doctrine  of  appropriation  were 
being  laid,  and  the  California  court  had  much  difficulty  in  over- 
coming it,  but  it  was  overcome.  And  it  was  fortunately  so,  for 
the  preference  then  would  have  become  fixed  for  mining,  to  the 
great  detriment  of  irrigation,  which  has  since  overshadowed  it, 
but  was  then  in  its  infancy.^  And  so  likewise  a  preference  to 
irrigation  to-day  will  prevent  the  growth  of  use  of  water  for 
generating  electric  power,  which  is  now  in  its  infancy.  The 
original  rule,  which  still  prevails  in  California  and  most  other 
jurisdictions,  of  impartiality,  is  better.* 


42  Colo.  421,  94  Pae.  341,  15  L.  R.  A., 
X.  S.,  238.  In  Idaho  the  flrat  pref- 
(Tence  is  given  to  domestic  use. 
Quaere,  what  is  the  bearing  of  that 
preference  upon  the  decision  in  Hut- 
ehiMon  V.  Watson  D.  Co.  (1909),  16 
Idaho,  484,  133  Am.  St.  Bep.  125,  101 
PSie.  1059  f  The  common  law  itself 
is  ahandoning  the  distinction  between 
domestic  and  other  usee.  Infra,  sec. 
741. 

»  By  the  Carpenter  Bill  with  Par- 
ruh  amendment  in  the  1911  Colorado 
legiilatnre,  repeal  is  advocated  of  an 
act  of  April  13,  1901  (Stats.  1901, 
p.  194,  sec.  4),  giving  direct  irriga- 
tion from  streams  a  preference  over 
ttorage  irrigation  from  reservoirs 
filled  from  the  stream,  the  preference 
being  considered  both  dangerous  and 
ueonttitational.    At  this  writing  the 


bill  has  passed  both  Houses  and  will 
probably  be  signed  by  the  governor. 

20  Colorado  etc.  Co.  v.  Larimer  etc. 
Co.,  26  Colo.  47,  56  Pac.  185. 

21  HUl  ▼.  Standard  etc.  Co.,  12 
Idaho,  223,  85  Pac.  909.  See  Mc- 
Carthy V.  Bunker  Hill  etc.  Co.  (Idaho, 
1908),  164  Fed.  927,  92  C.  C.  A.  259; 
Humphreys  T.  Co.  v.  Frank  (1909), 
46  Colo.  524,  105  Pac.  1093. 

22  See  Crandall  v.  Woods,  quoted 
supra,  sees.  113,  114. 

I  Elwood  Mead,  Chief  of  the  Irri- 
gation and  Drainage  Investigations 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
expressed  the  following  views  as  a 
witness  in  Kansas  v.  Colorado:  "The 
use  of  water  for  household  and  domes- 
tic purposes  I  would  put  as  of  primary 
importance.    After    that,    imgatioiL 
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§  309.  Pro-rating. — ^The  provisions  for  pro-rating,  in  times  of 
scarcity,  between  users  for  the  same  purpose  (e.  g.,  between  all 
irrigators)  have  also  given  much  diiBculty.  Something  more  will 
be  said  of  this  hereafter.^  In  Colorado,  the  statute  provides  that 
water  commissioners  may  pro-rate  the  water  in  time  of  deficiency 
between  all  appropriators,  by  volume  or  by  time  of  use.*  Between 
consumers  from  the  same  ditch,  pro-rating  is  provided  in  times  of 
scarcity.^  The  Colorado  court  here  also  has  taken  its  stand  against 
these  modifications  of  the  doctrine  of  priority.  In  Farmers'  High 
Line  etc.  Co.  v.  Southworth,^  the  majority  of  the  judges  rendered 
opinions  that  the  **  pro-rating  statute  of  1883,"  if  enforced  literally 
and  irrespective  of  the  priorities  of  the  several  appropriators,  was 
inhibited  by  the  constitution.^  That  appropriators  through  the 
same  ditch  may  have  different  priorities  has  been  frequently  held 
in  this  State.*^  Consequently,  the  court  ^  has  considered  it  stare 
decisis  that  there  may  be  circumstances  in  which  appropriators, 
even  though  through  the  same  ditch,  may  not  (even  by  statute) 
be  compelled  to  pro-rate  with  each  other.* 

In  an  action  where  the  right  to  pro-rate  is  claimed,  all  the 
parties    who    are    to    pro-rate    are    necessary    parties.^^    A  con- 


I  would  put  irrigation  even  ahead  of 
its  use  lor  power  where  its  use  for 
power  would  prevent  its  being  used 
for  irrigation,  oecause  you  can  provide 
your  power  in  some  other  way  and  you 
cannot  provide  food  in  any  other  way. 
I  would  put  irrigation  as  superior  to 
navigation,  because  of  the  far  greater 
value  that  you  can  get  out  of  the 
water,  and  because  navigation  is  the 
one  instance  of  the  use  of  water  where 
its  importance  instead  of  increasing 
is  diminishing."  In  the  1905-1906 
Beport  of  the  State  Engineer  of 
Wyoming  it  is  suggested  by  the  Super- 
intendent of  Water  Division  No.  2 
that  whenever  the  right  to  use  water 
for  power  interferes  with  irrigation,  a 
way  should  be  provided  for  the  ap- 
praisement and  sale  of  the  power 
right.  And  the  Wyoming  statute  since 
passed  (above  quoted)  should  be  re- 
ferred to. 

2  Infra,  sec.  1343  et  seq. 

8  M.  A.  S.  2259,  2267. 

4  In  M.  A.  S.  2267. 

«  13  Colo.  Ill,  21  Pac.  1028,  4  L. 
B.  A.  767. 


6  Elliott,  J.,  thought  pro-rating  in- 
valid generally  (excepting  where  ap- 
propriators are  of  equal  date  or  have 
expressly  waived  priorities,  or  regard- 
ing consumers  from  mutual  com- 
panies), and  this  is  probably  acceptC'I 
as  the  law  of  the  case.  Helm,  C.  J., 
thought  the  invalidity  extended  only 
as  to  consumers  under  different  canals, 
and  valid  as  to  co-consumers  under  the 
same  canal;  but  Judge  Elliott's  opin- 
ion seems  to  have  prevailed. 

7  Nichols  V.  Mcintosh,  19  Ck)lo.  22, 
34  Pac.  278;  Farmers'  Independent 
Ditch  Co.  V.  Agricultural  Ditch  Co., 
22  Colo.  513,  521,  55  Am.  St.  Rep.  149, 
45  Pac.  444;  Brown  v.  Farmers'  High 
Line  Canal  etc.  Co.,  26  Colo.  66,  56 
Pac.  183. 

8  In  Farmers'  etc.  Co.  v.  White,  32 
Colo.  114,  75  Pac.  416. 

9  See,  however,  Larimer  etc.  Co.  v. 
Wyatt,  23  Colo.  480,  48  Pac.  528. 

10  Brown  v.  Farmers'  High  Line 
Canal  etc.  Co.,  26  Colo.  66,  56  Pac. 
183;  Farmers'  etc.  Co.  v.  White,  32 
Colo.  11^  75  Pac  416. 
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tract  with  a  company  enforcing  pro-rating  will  be  upheld,  how- 
ever." 

In  Utah,  primary  and  secondary  rights  are  by  statute  provided 
for,  the  latter  referring  to  unusual  increases  in  streams  and  the 
former  being  rights  in  ordinary  stages.^^  In  Washington,  in  cases 
of  deficiency  of  supply,  a  statute  provides  that  the  courts  may  ap- 
point commissioners  to  make  an  equitable  apportionment  by  enforc- 
ing a  pro-rata  reduction  from  the  full  amount  appropriated.^' 

The  question  of  pro-rating  is  further  considered  in  hereafter 
considering  consumers  from  distributing  companies. ^^ 

C.    COEBELATIVE  BIGHTS  BE.  WEEN  APPEOPRIATOBS. 
(3d  cd.) 

§  310.  The  Principle  of  ''Unreasonable  Priority."— That 
priority  and  beneficial  use  should  be  the  exclusive  test  between 
appropriators  has,  as  above,  always  been,  aside  from  statute  and  to 
some  extent  in  spite  of  statute,  the  established  rule.  Tet  there  has 
always  been  a  minority  current  of  authority  contending  that  the 
exclusiveness  of  a  prior  right  should  be  recognized  only  to  a 
certain  degree,  and  that  priorities  should  not  be  enforced  when 
to  do  so  would  be  ''unreasonable"  to  water  users  upon  the  same 
stream,  though  subsequent  in  time  of  use.  It  is  this  minority 
current  of  authority  which  these  sections  will  set  forth  at  some 
length  in  substantially  the  form  in  which  the  writer  contributed 
it  to  the  Yale  Law  Journal,^^  in  the  belief  that  this  modification 
of  the  rule  of  priority  is  of  importance,  especially  in  view  of  the 
demand  for  the  prevention  of  monopoly  and  the  conservation  of 
natural  resources,  recently  become  so  strong. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  311.  Some  Early  Bulings. — ^The  common  law  of  riparian 
rights  regards  all  riparian  proprietors  as  upon  an  equal  footing, 
giving  each  a  right  to  a  "reasonable"  use  of  the  stream  at  any 
tiine.    Their  rights    are    correlative,  and    no    one    of    them  can 

w  (yNeil  V.  Fort  Lyon  Co.,  39  Colo.  Marble  etc.  Co.,  15  Utah,  225,  49  Pac. 

487,  90  Pac,  849;  Jackson  v.  Indian  892,  1119;  Salt  Lake  City  v.  Salt  Lake 

«te.  Co.   (1909),   16  Idaho,  430,   101  etc.  Co.,  25  Utah,  456,  71  Pac.  1069. 
Pae.  814,  110  Pac.  251.  13  Pierce's    Code,    sees.    5820-5824, 

12  2  Utah  Comp.  Laws,  1888,  sees.  5831. 
2775-2789.    As  to  primary   and  sec-  ^^  Infra,  sees.  1284,  1343  et  86q. 

oadaiy  rights  in  Utah,  lee  Backer  v*         ^  18  Tale  Law  Journal,  158. 
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use  the  water  in  any  manner  that  would,  under  all  the  sur- 
rounding facts  and  circumstances,  be  unreasonable  in  its  effect 
upon  the  capacity  of  use  by  the  others.*®  The  California  legis- 
lature in  1850*^  had  adopted  the  common  law,  by  statute,  as 
the  general  rule  of  decision,  and  when  the  supreme  court  five 
years  later  began  to  recognize  exclusive  rights  by  priority  in 
time  of  use,  it  was  in  some  quarters  accused  of  judicial  legisla- 
tion. '  These  are  matters  already  set  forth  at  length.*^  This 
criticism  induced  in  some  of  the  judges  a  desire  to  reconcile  the 
new  decisions,  as  much  as  possible,  to  common-law  rules;  result- 
ing in  expressions  in  several  early  cases  that  the  rights  of  appro- 
priators  were  correlative  as  between  riparian  proprietors  at  com- 
mon law,  and  that  the  prior  appropriator  must  be  confined  to  a 
** reasonable"  use  as  determined  by  the  effect  of  his  use  upon  sub- 
sequent appropriators,  just  as  between  riparian  proprietors  at 
common  law. 

Conger  v.  Weaver  *®  is  a  direct  reply  by  the  court  to  the  charge 
that  it  was  guilty  of  judicial  legislation.  It  declared  that  the 
common  law  had  not  been  departed  from;  that  the  common  law 
itself  was  merely  being  applied  to  new  conditions,  and  it 
expressly  declared  the  intention  of  the  court  to  apply  the 
common-law  rules  so  far  as  conditions  permitted.  The  court, 
after  saying,  **We  claim  that  we  have  neither  modified  its  rules, 
nor  have  we  attempted  to  legislate  upon  any  pretended  ground 
of  their  insufficiency,**  proceeds:  **That  new  conditions  and 
new  facts  may  produce  the  novel  application  of  a  rule  which 
has  not  been  before  applied  in  like  manner  does  not  make  it 
any  the  less  the  common  law,''  etc.  The  opinion  then  proceeds 
to  reconcile  the  new  decisions  to  the  common  law  upon  a  point 
with  which  we  are  not  here  concerned;^  it  shows  the. desire 
which  immediately  arose,  among  some  members  of  the  court,  to 
depart  from  the  common  law  as  little  as  possible.^* 


16  Infra,  sec.  745  et  seq. 

17  Stats.  1850,  p.  219,  now  Pol. 
Code,  sec.  4468. 

18  Svprttf  sec.  79  et  seq. 

19  6  Cal.  548,  65  Am.  Dec.  528,  1 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  594. 

20  See  svpra,  sees.  89,  90. 

21  The  Chief  Justice,  however,  was 
not  convinced  that  the  reasoning  of 
the  case  was  an  answer  to  the  com- 
plaint of  judicial  legislation;  he  op- 


posed the  recognition  of  appropriation 
at  all  on  that  account,  and  dissenteil. 
Accordingly,  in  his  opinion  in  Hill  v. 
King,  8  Cal.  338,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
533,  he  practically  admits  the  charge 
of  judicial  legislation,  and  enforces 
the  rule  of  priority  only  because 
bound  by  the  weight  of  cases  already 
decided  against  his  own  opinion.  In 
doing  so,  he  says:  "If  the  parties 
both  claimed  as  riparian  proprietors, 
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In  a  case  decided  soon  after,  the  court  said  it  had  applied 
**the  analogies  of  the  common  law,"  and  refused  an  action  to 
the  prior  appropriator  for  mining,  against  a  subsequent 
claimant  who  polluted  the  stream  in  legitimate  mining,  con- 
sidering it  unreasonable  for  one  miner,  under  the  claim  of 
priority,  to  withhold  the  stream  entirely  from  use  by  other 
miners.^ 

Thereafter  the  early  California  decisions  twice,  in  important 
cases,  declared  the  doctrine  of  appropriation  as  conforming  to 
the  common  law  in  regard  to  the  requirement,  now  in  question, 
that  the  prior  use  must  be  ''reasonable"  in  its  effect  upon  sub- 
sequent locators  (similar  to  the  correlative  rights  of  riparian 
owners)  and  not  exclusive  or  arbitrary.  In  Phoenix  W.  Co. 
V.  Fletcher 23  the  law  was  said  to  be:  "The  rule  of  lalfsr  is  well 
established  that  the  owner  of  hydraulic  works  on  the  stream 
above  has  no  right  to  detain  the  water  unreasonably.  He  must 
so  construct  his  mill,  or  other  works,  and  so  use  the  water,  that 
all  persons  below  him,  who  have  a  prior  or  equal  right  to  the 
use  of  the  water,  may  participate  in  its  use  and  enjoyment  with- 
out interruption";  and  adds  that  all  appropriators  have  a  right 
to  a  reasonable  use  of  the  water,  in  conjunction  with  appropriators 
below.  In  support  of  this  statement  of  the  law  of  appropriation 
the  court  cites  the  classical  authorities  upon  the  common  law 
of  riparian  rights — ^Angell  on  Watercourses  and  the  opinion  of 
Justice  Story  in  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson.^  Again,  in  Hill  v.  Smith  ^ 
the  court  speaks  of  the  ''notion  which  has  become  quite  prevalent, 
that  the  rules  of  the  common  law  touching  water-rights  have 
been  materially  modified  in  this  State  upon  the  theory  that  they 
were  inapplicable  to  the  condition  found  to  exist  here,  and  there- 


then  0ach  alike  would  be  entitled  to 
the  reasonable  use  of  the  water  for 
proper  purposes,"  but  that  under  the 
new  rule  the  first  appropriator  must 
he  held  entitled  to  the  exclusive  enjoy- 
ment, which  he  need  not  share  with 
any  subsequent  claimant,  however  ex- 
tensive might  be  the  prior  use.  As 
already  above  remarked,  this  is  the 
general  rule  to-day.  The  Chief  Jus- 
tice in  HiU  V.  King  used  the  word 
"reasonable,"  but  only  with  reference 
to  the  subsequent  claimant,  and  with- 
out any  attempt  to  place  such  a  re- 
striction on  the  prior  appropriator* 


22  Bear  B.  Min.  Co.  ▼.  New  York 
M.  Co.,  8  Cal.  327,  68  Am.  Dec,  325, 
4  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  526.  Modifying 
Hill  V.  King,  supra,  decided  just  a 
short  time  before,  though  the  rule  of 
Hill  V.  King  has  since  prevailed  as  a 
general  principle.  Conrad  v.  Arrow- 
head etc.  Co.,  103  Cal.  399,  37  Pac. 
386. 

28  23  Cal.  486,  15  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
185. 

24  4  Mason,  401,  Fed.  Cas.  N). 
14,312. 

25  27  Cal.  481,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
697. 
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fore  inadequate  to  a  just  and  fair  determination  of  controversies 
touching  such  rights."  And  says:  ''This  notion  is  without  any 
substantial  foundation.  The  reasons  which  constitute  the 
groundwork  of  the  common  law  upon  this  subject  remain  undis- 
turbed. The  conditions  to  which  we  are  called  upon  to  apply 
them  are  changed,  and  not  the  rules  themselves.  The  maxim, 
*Sic  utere  tuo  ui  alienum  non  laedas,^  upon  which  they  are 
grounded,  has  lost  none  of  its  governing  force;  on  the  contrary, 
it  remains  now, «  and  in  the  mining  regions  of  this  State,  as 
operative  a  test  of  the  lawful  use  of  water  as  at  any  time  in  the 
past,  or  in  any  other  country.  This  maxim  is  one  which  every 
riparian  proprietor  is  bound  to  respect,  and  it  is  no  less  obligatory 
upon  those  who  use  and  divert  water  for  mining  purposes.  So 
that  in  all  controversies  like  the  present  the  question  to  he  deter- 
mined after  all  is  the  same  as  that  presented  by  a  like  controversy 
between  riparian  proprietors,"  etc.  The  rule  which  the  court  then 
lays  down  is  not  by  any  means  the  rule  of  the  conmion  law  of 
riparian  rights.  That  rule  of  correlative  use  is  that  ''each  must 
submit  to  that  degree  of  inconvenience  and  hardship  in  the 
exercise  of  his  rights  which  results  from  the  existence  of  like 
rights  in  others,"^  and  instead  of  laying  down  such  a  rule,  Hill 
V.  Smith  speaks  of  it  disparagingly  as  a  notion  which  "tolerates 
and  winks  at  some  uncertain  and  indeterminate  amount  of 
injury  by  the  one"  to  the  other.  Hill  v.  Smith  did  not  in  actual 
decision  attempt  to  restrict  the  exdusiveness  of  the  prior  right; 
its  language,  however,  in  the  above  passage,  is  nevertheless  a 
general  declaration  that  the  analogies  of  riparian  rights  should 
be  applied,  and  it  has  been  regarded  as  supporting  the  rule  that 
the  law  of  appropriation  should  be  made  to  conform  to  that  of 
riparian  rights  in  limiting  the  prior  appropriator  to  a  "reason- 
able" use  so  as  not  unreasonably  to  prevent  use  by  others  on  the 
arbitrary  claim  of  priority. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  312.  The  Dictum  in  Basey  v.  Gallagher.— These  early  Cali- 
fornia attempts  to  minimize  the  departure  of  the  law  of  appro- 
priation from  the  common  law  of  riparian  rights,  and  to  declare 
the  appropriator  limited  to  a  "reasonable"  use  correlatively  to 

1  Parker  ▼.  American  etc.  Co.,  195  Mass.  591,  81  N.  E.  468,  10  L.  B.  A., 
N.  8.,  584. 
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the  use  of  subsequent  appropriators,  are  now  almost  forgotten. 
They  are  due  largely  to  the  reluctance  of  the  California  court  to 
admit  that  it  had  taken  upon  itself  to  set  up  an  entirely  new 
system  of  law.  To-day,  the  great  weight  of  authority  denies  the 
idea  that  there  can  be  an  ** unreasonable"  priority,  because  of 
any  policy  favoring  subsequent  claimants.^  The  explanation  of 
the  above  cases  is  probably  historical,  as  an  attempt  to  controvert 
criticism,  rather  than  an  attempt  to  formulate  a  policy. 

Possibly,  however,  it  was  with  these  cases  in  mind  that  Mr. 
Justice  Field  (who  was  thoroughly  familiar  with  them,  having 
been  Chief  Justice  of  California,  though  not  having  sat  upon 
any  of  the  above  cases)  said  in  Basey  v.  Gallagher:^** 'Water  is 
diverted  to  propel  machinery  in  flourmills  and  sawmills,  and  to 
irrigate  lands  for  cultivation  as  well  as  to  enable  miners  to  work 
their  claims;  and  in  all  such  cases  the  right  of  the  first  appro- 
priator,  exercised  within  reasonable  limits,  is  respected  and 
enforced.  We  say  within  reasonable  limits,  for  this  right  to  water, 
like  the  right  by  prior  occupancy  to  mining  ground  or  agri- 
cultural land,  is  not  unrestricted.  It  must  be  exercised  with 
reference  to  the  general  condition  of  the  country  and  the  neces- 
sities of  the  people,  and  not  so  as  to  deprive  a  whole  neighborhood 
or  community  of  its  use,  and  vest  an  absolute  monopoly  in  a 
angle  individual.** 

Mr.  Justice  Beatty,  in  Idaho,  now  judge  of  the  United  States 
district  court,  in  commenting  upon  this  passage,  reflects  what, 
as  said  above,  is  undoubtedly  the  general  law  to-day,  saying: 
''This  language  has  been  seized  upon  as  justifying  the  equitable, 
if  not  equal,  division  of  the  water  among  all  desiring  or  needing 
it,  regardless  of  the  claim  of  the  prior  appropriator.  Such  a 
construction  is  not  justified,  and  would  make  the  decision  incon- 
sistent with  itself  as  well  as  with  the  other  decisions  of  the  same 
court.^  It  is  evident  that  all  the  court  means  by  this  language 
is  that  the  first  appropriator  shall  not  be  allowed  more  than  he  needs 
for  some  useful  purpose ;  that  he  shall  not,  by  wasting  or  misusing 
it,  deprive  his  neighbor  of  what  he  has  not  actual  use  for.     In  98 

«  Lack  of  proof  of  facts  showing  8  87  U.  8.  670,  22  L.  Ed.  452,   1 

correlative  reasonableness  results  sua  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  683.     Italics  ours. 

iponte  in  remanding  a  cause  at  com-  ^  Citing  .Tennison  v.  Kirk,  98  U.  S. 

mon  law.   but    is    whoUy    immaterial  461,  25  L.  Ed.  240,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 

nnder     tne     law     of     appropriation.  504;  Broder  v.  Water  Co.,  101  U.  8. 

Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  276,  25  L.  Ed.  790,  5  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 

782,  98  Pac  1083,  102  Pac.  731.  33. 
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U.  S.  461,**  supra,  the  court  says:  *The  owners  of  a  mining  claim 
and  the  owner  of  a  water-right  enjoy  their  respective  properties 
from  the  dates  of  their  appropriation — ^the  first  in  time  being  the 
first  in  right;  but  when  both  rights  can  be  enjoyed  without  inter- 
ference with  or  material  impairment  of  each  other,  the  enjoyment  of 
both  is  allowed.'  It  clearly  follows,  as  the  courts  have  certainly 
held,  that  when  all  cannot  use  the  water  without  injury  to  the  prior 
appropriator,  the  other  must  yield  to  his  superior  right.  "^  Mr. 
Kinney,  after  quoting  this  and  other  similar  authorities,®  says: 
**From  these  authorities  it  is  apparent  that  the  rule  in  the  arid 
region  is  settled  that  a  prior  appropriator  can  take  the  waters 
of  a  stream  to  the  full  extent  of  his  original  completed  appro- 
priation, and  others  claiming  an  appropriation  in  the  waters 
subsequent  to  the  first  appropriation  cannot  devest  the  first  of 
his  rights,  even  if  the  first  diverts  all  the  water  of  the  stream, 
provided  he  applies  it  all  to  some  beneficial  use  or  purpose."^ 
And  he  also  says:  **A  construction  of  the  sentence  from  Basey 
V.  Gallagher  quoted  above,  that  an  equitable,  if  not  an  equal, 
division  of  the  water  among  all  desiring  or  needing  it,  regardles 
of  the  claim  of  the  prior  appropriator,  was  intended,  cannot  be 
justified."® 

If  we  were  to  regard  the  contention  of  "reasonable  priority" 
to  rest  solely  on  the  few  early  California  attempts  to  establish 
it,  together  with  Basey  v.  Gallagher,  it  could  be  regarded  as  dis- 
carded. But  the  decisions  which,  as  a  whole,  so  firmly  hold  to 
the  exclusiveness  of  priority,  were  given  while  the  public 
domain  was  a  vast  unsettled  region,  and  rights  were  to  be 
adjusted  between  a  few  individuals  rather  than  whole  communi- 
ties. To-day  the  lands  have  been  far  more  fully  settled,  the  water 
users  on  many  streams  are  beginning  to  crowd  each  other,  and 
the  ** exclusiveness"  rule  of  priority  comes  more  and  more  in  con- 
flict with  the  community  idea.  Justice  is  coming  more  and  more 
to  demand  an  equitable  co-relation  of  the  us^s  for  the  common 
good,  and  these  changed  conditions  have  caused  here  and  there 
revivals  of  the  idea  that  the  priority  must  be  reasonable,  all 
things  and  evidence  being  considered,  or  it  will  not  be  fully 
enforced. 

4»  25  L.  Ed.  240,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  «  E.    je:..    Hillinan    v.    Hardwick,   8 

504.  Idaho,  255,  28  Pac.  438. 

5  Drake  v,  Earhart,  2  Idaho,  750,  23  7  Kinney  on  Irrie^ation,  p.  369, 

Pae.  541«  ^  Kinney  pn  Irrigation,  p.  390. 
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§  SIS.  Becent  Tendencies. — This  is  likely  to  be  a  growing 
doctrine,  with  its  leading  authority  in  the  case  of  Union  Min. 
Co.  T.  Dangberg.®  This  opinion  was  written  by  the  late  Judge 
Hawley,  one  of  the  ablest  of  those  judges  who  had  grown  up 
with  the  West  from  pioneer  times.  In  a  previous  decision  while 
Chief  Justice  of  Nevada  he  had  said:  "The  law  which  recognizes 
the  vested  rights  of  prior  appropriators  has  always  confined  such 

rights    within    reasonable    limits What    is    a    reasonable 

use  depends  upon  the  peculiar  circimstances  of  each  particular 
case."*^  This  he  applied  in  Union  Mining  Co.  v.  Dangberg," 
when  later  judge  of  the  United  States  district  court  in  Nevada. 
In  that  case  he  decided  thaj  the  rights  of  the  many  water  users 
involved  could  be  adjusted  on  the  same  basis  as  though  they 
were  riparian  proprietors,  though  they  were  also  appropriators 
having  differing  priorities.  After  saying  that  courts  have,  in 
the  application  of  riparian  rules,  in  order  to  allow  all  riparian 
proprietors  **to  make  a  reasotidble  use  of  the  water,"  decreed  a 
rull  flow  for  a  definite  period  of  time  as  reasonable,  he  asks 
"Why  should  not  such  a  rule  be  followed  in  the  present  caset" 
Such  a  decree,  he  says,  promotes  peace,  prevents  litigation,  and 
substantially  reaches  the  end  of  justice.  **The  endless  complica- 
tions that  have  arisen  in  this  case,  the  exigencies  and  necessities 
of  the  parties,  as  well  as  the  number  of  parties  involved,  justify 
this  court  in  adopting  this  rule.*'  He  accordingly  decrees  to 
defendants  at  all  times  use  for  domestic  purposes,  to  complain- 
ant a  full  flow  of  six  thousand  inches  of  water  to  run  its  seven 
mills  except  during  the  irrigation  season,  during  which  season 
the  defendants  (irrigators)  may  take  the  whole,  if  necessary. 
This  decree  thus  placed  all  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  defend- 
ants on  the  same  footing  against  complainant,  though  complain- 
ant was  prior  in  his  appropriation  to  some  of  them,  and 
subsequent  in  time  to  others;  and  gave  complainant  a  ** reasonable" 
use  of  the  river  for  all  its  seven  mills  taken  together,  though 
each  mill  had  a  different  priority  as  against  different  defendants; 
and  it  gave  to  all  subsequent  appropriators  a  right  to  domestic 
use  against  the  complainant,  though  complainant  was,  as  to  most 
of  them,  the  prior  appropriator.     The  result  practically  ignores 

*  81  Fed.  73.  language  of  the  common  law  of  ripa- 

w  Barnes  v.  Sabron,  10  Nev.  243,  4       rian  rights. 
Korr.  Min.    Bep.    673.     This    is    the  n  81  Fed.  73. 
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the  passage  from  Basey  v.  Gallagher  above  given,  and  also  a  case 
in  Montana  to  the  same  effect,^  that  there  should  be  an  '' equita- 
ble" division  among  appropriators  in  spite  of  priorities. 

Beside  this  tendency  in  some  judicial  quarters,  the  recent 
** Water  Code"  legislation  also  seems  to  have  some  tendency  in 
this  direction.  We  have  already  referred  to  statutes  enforcing 
pro-rating  of  loss  in  dry  seasons.  Moreover,  the  Wyoming  con- 
stitution provides:*^  ** Priority  of  appropriation  for  beneficial 
uses  shall  give  the  better  right.  No  appropriation  shall  be  denied 
except  when  such  denial  is  demanded  by  the  public  interests,'* 
There  was  much  debate  over  this  section  in  the  constitutional 
convention.  Not  over  the  clause  we  have  italicized,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  over  the  first  clause,  because,  it  was  argued,  it  laid  too 
great  a  stress  on  priority.  For  example:^  '*If  this  section  is 
adopted,  it  seems  perfectly  clear  to  me  that  no  other  considera- 
tion can  matter  or  can  be  employed  to  aid  in  determination  of 

rights I    believe    it    [priority]    should    properly    be   the 

greater  consideration,  but  to  allow  nothing  else  to  determine,  I 
think  this  is  an  extraordinary  decision,"  and  said  all  the 
** equities"  should  also  be  considered  in  each  case.  In  reply, 
among  other  things,  it  was  said:  ''To  provide  that  priority  of 
appropriation  shall  not  give  the  better  right,  but  that  other  matters 
shM  come  in,  is  simply,  sir,  to  throw  this  matter  into  the  courts." 
This  debate  indicates  the  prevailing  sentiment  (and,  as  already 
said,  the  prevailing  rule  of  law)  that  the  courts  shall  have  no 
discretion  in  restricting  the  force  of  priority,  but  the  last  clause 
of  the  section  certainly  seems  an  adoption  of  the  contrary  rule. 

Under  the  common  law  of  riparian  rights  the  ultimate  test  in 
each  case  is  what  is  reasonable  under  all  the  circumstances.  Each 
case  practically  comes  down  to  the  discretion  of  court  or  jury 
deciding  what  is  reasonable  upon  the  entire  evidence.  The  rulings 
of  the  courts  above  referred  to  are  likewise  shaping  the  law  of 
appropriation  into  a  discretionary  system,  with  power  in  the 
Chancellor  to  apply  his  ideas  of  fairness  whenever  priorities 
would  work  injustice  because  of  complication  of  the  history  of 

20  Fitzpatrick    v.    Montgomery,    20  Co.   (Idaho,  1908),  164  Fed.  927,  92 

Mont.  181,  187,  63  Am.  St.  Rep.  622,  C.  C.  A.  259. 

50  Pac.  416,  417.     See,  also,  Farmers'  21  Article  8,  sec.  3. 

Irr.  Dist.  v.  Frank,  72  Neb.  136,  100  22  Journal     and     Debates    of    the 

N.  W.  286;   Salt  Lake  City  v.    Salt  Wyoming    Constitutional    Convention, 

Lake  etc.  Co,,  25  Utah,  456,  71  Pac.  pp.  534,  535. 
1069;   McCarthy  v.  Bunker  HiU  etc 
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claims,  or  because  of  selfish  results  of  enforcing  them.  Though  it 
is  a  weakening  of  the  strict  rule  of  priority  and  contrary  to  the 
general  rule  to-day,  yet  this  principle,  which  might  be  called  "the 
principle  of  unreasonable  priority,"  is  likely  to  be  a  growing 
doctrine  as  the  irrigated  regions  become  more  closely  settled.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  314.  Same. — Among  the  results  of  the  foregoing  modifica- 
tion of  the  law  would  be  the  enforcement  of  pro-rating  among 
appropriators  in  times  of  scarcity ;  the  settlement  of  controversies 
in  many  cases  by  enforcing  rotation ;  the  conservation  of  natural 
resources  by  preventing  monopoly;  and  a  general  equality 
(instead  of  priority)  of  right  among  the  members  of  the  water- 
using  community.  For  unsettled  regions  it  is  not  applicable, 
jnst  as  the  common  law  of  riparian  rights  is  there  inapplicable; 
bat  for  the  settled  regions  it  has  its  advantages.  In  settled 
regions  it  would  bring  the  systems  of  appropriation  and  riparian 
rights  much  together,  the  chief  remaining  difference  in  such 
regions  being  that  under  the  latter  the  water  users  would  all  lie 
within  the  same  valley,  while  under  the  former  they  would  be 
a  mixture  of  valley  and  nonvalley  users.  But  under  both  sys- 
tems the  chief  test  of  use  would  be  what  is  reasonable  for  each 
nser  consistently  with  equal  rights  for  all,  rather  than  prior  rights 
for  aome.^ 


>  Judge  Morrow  has  expressed  to 
the  writer  his  approval  of  the  forego- 
ing presentation. 

The  niatter  of  rejecting  appropria- 
tions if  demanded  by  the  "publie  in- 
terest," following  Wyoming,  is  in 
force  in  other  States.  See  Young  v. 
HinderUder  (N.  M.),  110  Pac.  1045. 
See,  also,  S.  D.  Stats.  1907,  e.  180, 
Kc.  23.    See  infra,  sec.  415. 

24  Com  men  ting  upon  this  matter, 
Mr.  Morris.  Bien,  of  the  Federal  Rec- 
lamation Service,  says: 

"The  principle  of  priority  of  ap- 
propriation was  of  great  value  in  or- 
<ler  to  establish  the  idea  that  no 
greater  appropriation  of  water  should 
be  allowed  upon  any  stream  than 
could  be  reasonably  met  from  the 
^ater  supply  available  In  that  stream. 
The  adoption  of  laws  tending  to  so 
limit  appropriations  was  the  first  im- 
portant step.  When  this  is  accom- 
plished   the    next    step    will    be    to 


provide  for  the  fluctuating  discharge 
of  the  stream  from  year  to  year. 
Plainly,  all  people  who  have  for 
several  years  been  able  to  divert 
water  from  a  stream  and  who  have 
made  valuable  improvements  depend- 
ent thereon  should  be  protected  by  the 
law  in  the  continued  use  of  the  waters. 
When,  however,  times  of  shortage 
occur,  it  is*  manifestly  unjust  to  cut 
off  from  the  use  of  this  water  supply 
those  who  have  valuable  property  de- 
pendent thereon  if  there  is  any  means 
of  preventing  it. 

"A  system  of  rotation  in  the  use  of 
the  water  will  enable  all  parties  to  get 
sufficient  for  all  their  actual  needs 
when  the  application  of  the  strict 
rule  of  priority  might  deprive  a  num- 
ber of  the  water  needed  to  preserve 
their  investments.  The  system  of 
rotation  in  the  use  of  water  has  been 
adopted  in  many  irrigation  communi- 
ties,   and    the    law    must    necessarily 
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(3d  ed.) 

§  S15.  OoncltudoiLB. — (a)  Successive  appropriators  are  inde- 
pendent and  priority  governs,  on  the  one  hand;  on  the  other, 
the  surplus  over  the  prior  appropriation  vests  in  the  later  appro 
priator.  Each  appropriator  is  a  prior  one  as  against  all  who  are 
subsequent  to  him,  and  has,  against  the  subsequent  ones,  an  exclu- 
sive right  to  have  the  stream  flow  for  his  use  to  the  extent  of  his 
appropriation. 

(b)  The  general  rule  is  against  modifying  the  force  of  priority 
either  in  times  of  scarcity  or  where  it  extends  to  a  whole  stream, 
or  under  any  other  circumstances;  but  statutes  and  decisions 
show  an  increasing  tendency  to  some  modification. 


recognize  this  principle  in  order  to 
secure  to  all  parties  their  proportional 
rights  in  the  streams.  In  many  cases 
if  the  use  of  the  water  is  rotated, 
there  would  be  ample  for  all  the  water 
users,  while  in  cases  of  extreme  short- 
age the  agricultural  improvements  of 
all  could  be  preserved  from  destruc- 
tion. The  rigid  doctrine  of  priority 
involves  too  much  the  idea  of  a 
monopoly  to  be  fostered  by  decisions 
of  our  courts,  and  must  undoubtedly 
in  time  give  way  to  a  distribution  of 
the  water  that  shall  preserve  all  in- 
terests in  the  most  practical  manner. 
"In  drawing  up  my  water  code  it  did 
not  seem  wise  to  force  this  idea,  as 


there  was  so  much  else  of  importance 
at  stake  that  should  be  accomplished 
first.  My  idea  was  that  in  time  when 
valuable  interests  had  grown  up  to  the 
limit  of  the  available  water  supply 
the  courts  would  not  permit  the  de- 
struction of  these  interests  merely  to 
enforce  rigidly  a  theoretical  plan  of 
water  division  when  a  modification 
based  upon  reasonable  use  in  propor- 
tion to  the  several  interests  would  pre- 
serve them  all." 

Similar  views  were  expressed  by  Mr. 
Bien  in  a  paper  before  the  National  Ir- 
rigation Congress  of  1909,  in  Spokane, 
Washington,  as  elsewhere  quoted. 
Supra,  sec  140. 


§§  316-317.     (Blank  numbers.) 
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CHAPTER  15. 

WHO  CAN  APPROPRIATE. 

9  318.  Persons  generally. 

9  319.  Trespassers. 

I  320.  Tenants  in  common. 

§  321.  Same. 

§  322.  Biparian  owners. 

§  323.  Early  riparian  settlers  in  California. 

S  324.  Same. 

§  325.  Corporations. 

8  326.  Appropriations  by  the  United  States. 

8§  327-330.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(8d  ed.) 

§  318.  Penons  Oenerally. — ^There  is  no  restriction  respecting 
the  persons  who  can  appropriate. 

"The  silent  acquiescence  with  which  the  government,  prior  to 
the  act  of  Congress  of  July  26,  1866,  regarded  the  appropriation 
of  water  on  its  lands,  as  well  as  the  express  recognition  extended 
hy  that  statute  to  rights  so  acquired,  did  not  discriminate  between 
Trojan  and  Tyrian— Ksitizens  and  aliens;  married  women  and 
minors  were,  in  general,  not  competent  to  pre-empt  land,  but  we 
haye  never  heard  that  they  might  not  make  a  valid  appropriation 
of  water;  the  tests  of  such  appropriation  were  priority  of  posses- 
sion and  beneficial  use ;  ^  and  title,  or  the  right  to  acquire  title,  in 
the  place  of  intended  use  has  never  been  a  necessary  element  in 
the  ownership  of  appropriated  water.  Besides,  since  the  prior 
appropriation  of  water  is  a  mode  of  acquiring  a  right  in  real  prop- 
erty by  purchase,^  the  alienage  of  the  defendant  was  a  matter  be- 
tween him  and  the  government,  and,  if  it  were  admitted  that  as 
against  the  government,  he  could  have  no  valid  right  in  the  water, 
yet  until  *  office  found, '  it  is  conceived  that  private  individuals  were 
not  at  liberty  to  treat  his  appropriation  as  void  of  effect,  or  the 
water  itself  as  still  open  to  another  to  take.''^    In  the  case  from 

>  Citing  Maeris  ▼.  Bicknell,  7  Cal.  2  Citing  Hill  v.   Newman,  5   Cal. 

261,  68  Am.  Dec.  257,  1  Morr.  Min.  445,  63  Am.  Dec.  140,  4  Morr.  Min. 

Rep.  601;  Davis  ▼.  Gale,  32  Cal.  26,  Rep.  513. 

91  Am.  Dec.  554,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  3  Citing   Norris   v.  Hoyt,   18   Cal. 

004;  De  Necochea  v.  Curtis,  80  Cal.  217;  Racouillat  v.  Sansevain,  32  Cal. 

397,  20  Pac.  563,  22  Pac.  198.  376;  Lobdell  v.  Hall,  3  Nev.  516. 
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which  this  is  quoted^  appropriation  by  an  alien  was  held  good.^ 
A  lessee  of  land  may  be  an  appropriator  of  water  for  irrigating 
that  land.^    So  may  ''a  mere  squatter  or  lessee  or  other  person  in 


possession, 


»»7 


(3d  ed.) 

§  319.  Trespassers. — So  far  as  water  is  concerned,  appropria- 
tions may  be  made  by  trespassers  upon  public  land;  which,  in 
fact,  is  the  way  the  law  of  appropriation  arose.®  Title  to  the 
place  of  use  is  immaterial.^  The  same  is  true  of  a  ditch  on  public 
land  so  far  as  the  United  States  (or  a  patentee  of  the  United 
States)  is  not  a  party  to  the  suit ;  and  even  against  them  also  so 
far  as  the  act  of  1866  remains  in  force.*® 

So,  likewise,  appropriations  can  be  made«  by  trespassers  on 
private  land.  If  the  water  also  belongs  to  another,  the  tres- 
passer has  an  ''appropriation"  only  in  the  sense  that  nobody  but 
the  true  owner  can  dispute  his  use;  **  but  it  is  not  an  ** appropria- 
tion'' against  the  true  owner,  since,  for  example,  the  use  of 
water  upon  land  to  which  it  is  already  appurtenant  before  the 
trespass  will  not  dissever  the  water  from  the  land,  nor  confer 
any  right  in  the  trespasser  to  divert  it  or  sell  it  after  being 
lawfully  ejected  from  the  land.*^  But  if  the  trespass  is  only  upon 
the  land  (the  water  itself  being  open  to  appropriation,  as  flowing 
over  public  land,  for  example,  and  carried  by  the  trespasser  to 
the  land  trespassed  upon),  then  the  water-right  belongs  to  the 
trespasser  absolutely.  Such  appropriations  carried  to  private  land 
of  another  by  trespassers  do  not  make  such  water-right  appurte- 


4  Santa  Paula  Water  Works  v. 
Peralta,  113  Cal.  38,  43,  45  Pac.  168. 

6  Accord,  Lobdell  v.  Hall,  3  Nev. 
507,  upholding  appropriation  by  an 
Indian;  Quigley  v.  Birdseye,  11 
Mont.  439,  28  Pac.  741,  743,  appro- 
priation by  a  Chinaman.  See  Long 
on  Irrigation,  sec.  35;  Kinney  on  Ir- 
rigation, sees.  154,  155. 

6  Sayre  v.  Johnson,  33  Mont.  15, 
SI  Pac.  389;  Seaweard  v.  Pacific  etc. 
Co.,  49  Or.  157,  88  Pac.  963;  Cooper 
V.  Shannon,  36  Colo.  98,  118  Am.  St. 
Rep.  95,  85  Pac.  175  (dictum), 

7  Houjrh  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95 
Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728, 


citing  Rowland  v.  Williams,  23  Or. 
615,32  Pac.  402;  Seaweard  v.  Pacific 
L.  Co.,  49  Or.  157,  88  Pac.  963. 

8  Supra,  sec.  82. 

»  SuprOf  sec.  281.  This  is  a  dif- 
ferent question  from  how  far  a  tres- 
passer can  be  regarded  as  a  riparian 
proprietor,  in  which  case  the  land 
right  is  in  question.  Supra,  see.  261; 
infra,  sec.  724. 

10  Infra,  sec.  439. 

11  Supra,  sec.  246,  appropriations 
by  disseisin. 

12  Alta  etc.  Co.  v.  Hancock,  85  Cal. 
219,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  217,  24  Pac.  645. 
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nant  to  the  land  upon  which  it  is  so  used.^'    The  trespasser  can 
change  the  use  to  other  real  property.^* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  320.  Tenants  in  Common. — ^Where  several  join  in  making 
an  appropriation,  they  will  usually  be  tenants  in  common  of  the 
water-right.**  There  is  this  peculiarity  arising  out  of  such  a 
tenure,  that  the  water-right  is  held  not  to  be  in  its  nature  subject 
to  actual  partition;  and  on  a  partition  suit  the  only  separation 
of  the  interests  of  the  tenants  in  common  that  can  be  made  lis 
by  ordering  a  sale  and  a  division  of  the  proceeds.^^ 

Where  two  join  in  a  diversion,  but  are  to  use  the  water  on  their 
separate  lands,  it  has  been  held  that  there  is  not  such  unity  of 
user  as  will  constitute  tenancy  in  common.^'' 


^  Smith  Y.  Logan,  18  Nev.  149,  1 
hie.  678,  approved  in  Alta  etc.  Co.  v. 
Hancock,  85  Cal.  219,  20  Am.  St.  Rep. 
217.  24  Pac.  645.  As  to  appropria- 
tions by  a  "mere  interloper"  against 
a  riparian  owner,  see  Hutchinson  t. 
Wataon  D.  Co.,  16  Idaho,  484,  133 
Am.  St.  Rep.  125,  101  Pac.  1059,  and 
Stemberger  v.  Seaton  et«.  Co.,  45 
Colo.  401,  102  Pac.  168. 

14  Seaweard  v.  Pacific  ete.  Co.,  49 
Or.  157,  88  Pac.  963. 

"Even  trespassers  upon  land  may 
acquire  the  exclusive  right  to  the  use 
of  water  that  is  used  either  to  irrigate 
SQcb  land  or  is  used  thereon  for  other 
purposes,  and  such  a  right,  when  once 
aeqoired,  is  paramount  to  the  rights 
of  the  true  owner  or  claimant  of  the 
land,  and  the  water  claimant,  when  he 
is  dispossessed  of  the  land,  may  di- 
vert and  use  the  water  elsewhere  than 
on  the  land  if  he  can  so  divert  and 
w»e  it,**  Patterson  v.  Ryan  (Utah, 
1910),  108  Pac.  1118,  citing  the  sec- 
ond  edition  of  this  book.  Compare 
Snjder  v.  Colorado  etc.  Co.  (Colo.  C. 
C.  A.),  181  Fed.  62.  Contra,  Avery  v. 
Johnson  (Wash.),  109  Pac.  1028. 

w  Abel  V.  Love,  17  Cal.  233,  11 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  350;  Bradley  v. 
Harkness,  26  Cal.  69,  11  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  389;  Lytle  Creek  etc.  Co.  v.  Per- 
dew,  65  Cal.'  447,  4  Pac.  426 ;  Frey  v. 
liowden,  70  Cal.  550,  11  Pac.  838; 
Orspza  V.  Ten^^illiger.  144  Cal.  456,  77 
Pac.  1034;  Moss  v.  Rose,  27  Or.  595, 


50  Am.  St.  Rep.  743,  41  Pac.  666; 
Carnes  v.  Dalton  (Or.),  110  Pac.  170; 
and  see  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  842. 

As  to  partnership  in  water-rights,  cf . 
Beckwith  v.  Sheldon,  154  Cal.  393,  97 
Pac.  867 ;  Bradley  v.  Harkness,  supra, 

16  McGiUivray  v.  Evans,  27  Cal.  92, 
11  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  209;  Lorenz  v. 
Jacobs,  59  Cal.  262;  Long  on  Irriga- 
tion, sec.  75.  The  cases  here  cited 
laid  stress  upon  the  fact  that  the  ap- 
propriation was  for  mining.  In  a  re- 
cent case,  Verdugo  W.  Co.  v.  Verdugo 
(1908),  152  Cal.  655,  93  Pac.  1021, 
dealing  with  irrigation  and  with  a 
riparian  right,  actual  partition  and 
apportionment  were  upheld.  As  to 
which  see,  also,  Rose  v.  Mesmer,  142 
Cal.  322,  75  Pac.  905.  Compare  infra, 
sec.  751,  apportionment  between  ripa- 
rian owners.  McGiUivray  v.  Evans 
has  been  cited  approvingly  in  Lanfers 
V.  Henk,  73  HI.  411,  24  Am.  St.  Rep. 
267,  5  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  67;  Allard  v. 
Carleton,  64  N.  H.  25,  3  Atl.  313; 
Brown  v.  Cooper,  98  Iowa,  455,  60 
Am.  St.  Rep.  197,  67  N.  W.  378,  33 
L.  R.  A.  61;  Head  v.  Amoskeag  Co., 
113  U.  S.  9,  5  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  441,  28 
L.  Ed.  889. 

Suits  for  partition  of  mines  likewise 
generally  can  result  only  in  a  sale.  2 
Lindley  on  Mines,  2d  ed.,  sec.  535,  p. 
887,  note  1. 

17  City  of  Telluride  v.  Davis,  33 
Colo.  355,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  101,  80 
Pac.  1051,  sed  gu. 
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Use  by  one  tenant  in  common  of  more  than  his  share  may  be 
enjoined, ^^  but  it  does  not  become  adverse  so  as  to  start  prescription 
until  notice  thereof  is  brought  home  to  the  other ;  ^®  likewise  where 
he  sells  more  than  his  undivided  interest,  actual  ouster  and  notice 
are  necessary  to  constitute  adverse  use  thereunder.^  Nonuse  by 
one  does  not  diminish  his  right  in  favor  of  the  others.^^  The 
wrongful  acts  or  use  of  one  do  not  give  the  other  a  right  to  dig  a 
new  ditch  and  take  all.^  Each  must  consider  seepage  and  evapora- 
tion in  the  amount  he  is  entitled  to  divert,^  and  each  may  alone 
sue  a  trespasser  to  enjoin  wrongdoing,^  or  may  sell  his  interest 
without  the  consent  of  the  others.^^  A  cotenant  cannot  be  com- 
pelled to  contribute  for  expense  in  replacing  a  dam  or  constructing 
a  ditch  (the  original  ones  being  washed  out)  at  a  point  other  than 
where  the  original  ones  w«re  constructed,  unless  it  be  shown  that 
the  new  ones  answer  the  same  purposes  and  results  and  give  the 
cotenant  the  same  rights  as  the  old  ones.^  Under  a  California 
statute  a  tenant  in  common  is  entitled  to  treble  damages  against 
his  cotenant  under  certain  circumstances.^ 

Voluntary  unincorporated  associations  of  all  owners  along  a 
stream  constitute  them  tenants  in  common,'  and  consent  is  not 
necessary  to  a  sale  of  the  interest  of  any  one  of  them.^  But  if 
they  incorporate,  obtaining  a  majority  of  all  owners  into  the  cor- 


18  Lorenz  v.  Jacobs  (Cal.),  3  Pac. 
654;  Carnes  v.  Dalton  (Or.),  HO  Pac. 
170.  Cf.  City  of  Aberdeen  v.  Lytle 
etc.  Co.  (Wash.),  108  Pac.  945. 

10  Smith  V.  North  Canyon  etc.  Co., 
16  Utah,  194,  52  Pac.  283. 

20  Beers  v.  Sharpe,  44  Or.  886,  75 
Pac.  717. 

21  Jhid, 

22  Arnett  v.  Linhart,  21  Colo.  188, 
40  Pac    355 

23  Anderson  v.  Cook,  25  Mont.  830, 

64  Pac.  873,  65  Pac.  113. 

24  Lytle  Creek  etc.  Co.  v.  Perdew, 

65  Cal.  447,  4  Pac.  426;  Rodgers  v. 
Pitt,  129  Fed.  932;  Meagher  v.  Har- 
denbrook,  11  Mont.  385,  28  Pac.  451. 
The  cotenant  is  not  an  indispensable 
party  to  the  determination  of  one's 
rights.  The  Debris  Case,  16  Fed,  25, 
34,  8  Saw.  628 ;  Railroad  Co.  v.  Ward, 
2  Black,  485,  17  L.  Ed.  311;  Hewitt 
V.  Story,  64  Fed.  524,  30  L.  R.  A.  265, 
12  C.  C.  A.  250;  Himes  v.  Johnson, 
61  Cal.  259;  Union  Mining  Co.  v. 
Dan^berg,  81  Fed.  73.  But  cf.  20 
Harvard  Law  Review,  242. 


»  Biggs  V.  Utah  eto.  Co.,  7  Ariz. 
831,  64  Pac.  494. 

When  parties  claim  their  rights 
through  the  same  diversion  and  from 
the  same  ditch,  through  which  the  ap- 
propriation was  originaUy  made  by 
them  or  by  their  predecessors  in  in- 
terest, they  are  tenants  in  common; 
and  where,  in  a  suit  with  others  on  the 
stream  involving  rights  thereon  no 
issues  are  framed  between  such  ten- 
ants in  common,  their  relative  rights 
may  be  left  undetermined,  and  only 
their  rights  as  against  other  parties 
to  the  suit  will  be  decreed.  Hough  v. 
Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  P&c.  732,  9S 
Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728. 

1  Fillmore  City  t.  FiUmore  Co. 
(Utah),  103  Pac.  967. 

2  Cal.  Stats.  1889,  p.  202;  Civ.  Code, 
sees.  842,  843;  Arroyo  D.  Co.  v.  Be- 
quette,  149  Cal.  543,  87  Pac.  10. 

8  Smith  V.  North  Canyon  etc  Co., 
16  Utah,  194,  52  Pac.  283. 

-*  Biggs  V.  Utah  etc.  Co.,  7  Arii. 
331,  64  Pac.  494. 
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poration,  they  are  not  tenants  in  common  with  the  minority  who 
do  not  come  in,  and  have  no  right  to  control  or  regulate  the  use 
of  such  minority.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  321.  Same. — Special  statutes  sometimes  govern  disputes  be- 
tween tenants  in  common.  In  Wyoming  there  is  a  special  pro- 
cedure for  the  appointment  of  a  distributor  in  disputes  between 
them.  On  a  verified  petition  to  the  district  court  he  is  appointed 
by  the  court,  and  has  an  official  capacity  with  exclusive  control 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  court ;  ^  but  this  procedure  is  not  ex- 
elusive  of  other  procedure  whereby  the  court  may  deal  with  such 
disputes  under  general  law.^  In  California  a  statute®  provides 
for  contribution  between  co-owners  of  a  ditch  for  work  on  the  ditch, 
but  this  applies  only  to  work  which  is  on  a  part  of  the  ditch  of 
which  the  party  from  whom  contribution  is  demanded  has  bene- 
ficial use,  and  the  work  must  benefit  him;  so  that  work  done  in 
fluming  and  cementing  below  his  point  of  diversion  is  not  within 
the  gtatutes.* 

Beferences  to  some  other  statutes  are  given  in  the  note.^^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  322.  Riparian  Owners. — ^Under  the  Colorado  doctrine,  where 
riparian  rights  are  not  recognized,  the  only  way  a  riparian  owner 
can  get  a  water  supply  is  by  an  appropriation,  and  so  they  not 
only  can,  but  must,  be  appropriators  if  they  would  have  any  rights, 
generally  speaking.^^ 

Under  the  California  doctrine  the  reverse  is  true:  priority  of 
use  by  a  riparian  owner  will  give  no  right  against  other  riparian 


'  Bartholomew  ▼.  Fayette  etc.  Co., 
31  Utah,  1,  120  Am.  St.  Bep.  912,  86 
Pac.  481. 

•  Man  V.  Stoner,  15  Wyo.  109,  87 
Pao.  434,  89  Pac.  466. 

f  Stoner  v.  Mau,  11  Wyo.  366,  72 
Pac.  193,  73  Pac.  548. 

8  SUts.  1889,  p.  202,  c.  168  (Civ. 
Code,  sees.  842,  843). 

9  Arroyo  etc.  Co.  v.  Bequette,  149 
Cal.  543,  87  Pac.  10. 

10  California. — Stats.,  supra, 
Coloradc.—Bev.  Stota.  1908,  p.  1027, 

sec.  4051;  Laws  1893,  p.  312,  concern- 
iDg  lien  of  co-owner  for  work  done. 

Idaho. — McLean's  Idaho  Rev.  Codes, 
Bee.  3311;  Laws  1909,  p.  108,  liabUity 


of  co-owners  for  repair  and  mainte- 
nance. 

Oregon — Stats.  1909,  c.  216,  sec.  61, 
lien  of  co-owners  for  work  done  after 
ten  days'  notice;  Jbid.t  sec.  63,  water- 
master  may  take  exclusive  charge  of 
partnership  ditches. 

Utiih, — ^Water  commissioner,  on  re- 
quest, may  take  charge  of  works. 
Stats.  1911,  c.  104,  p.  145,  sec.  12. 

WyomiTig, — Rev.  Stats.  915.  See, 
also,  Stats.  1907,  p.  138. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  see  stat- 
utes in  Part  VIII,  below. 

11  Idaho  etc.  Co.  v.  Stephenson,  16 
Idaho,  418,  101  Pac.  821.  Supra,  sec. 
118.    See,  also,  infra,  aec  866. 


346  (3d  ed.)     Pt.  IIL    THE  LAW  OF  PBIOB  APPBOPEIATION.      1 323 

owners,  as  a  general  principle.*^  But  there  is  an  exception  to  this 
general  statement,  where  one  riparian  owner,  an  early  settler  upon 
the  stream,  makes  an  appropriation  while  the  land. of  the  complain- 
ing riparian  owner  is  still  public. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  323.  Early  Riparian  Settlers  in  California. — ^An  early 
riparian  settler  on  public  land  in  California  may  get  a  greater 
right  than  the  common  law  gives  him  against  other  riparian  owners, 
by  appropriating  the  water  before  the  later  riparian  settlements 
were  made.  Mere  priority  of  settlement  is  immaterial  where  not 
coupled  with  prior  use.  But  where  both  settlement  and  use  pre- 
ceded the  settlement  of  his  opponents,  he  has  a  public  land  appro- 
priation against  the  others^  and  is  not  confined  to  that  relative 
equality  of  use  which  prevails  between  riparian  owners  generally. 
This  was  clearly  laid  down  in  Healy  v.  Woodruff,^*  and  approved 
(on  this  point)  in  Cave  v.  Tyler. ^*  In  Healy  v.  Woodruff  the 
riparian  proprietor  appropriated  water  from  the  same  stream  on 
public  land  before  other  riparian  proprietors  had  taken  up  riparian 
land  along  it,  and  was  protected  therein  against  subsequent  settlers, 
though  it  was  a  larger  proportion  of  the  stream  than  the  law  of 
riparian  rights  would  have  given  him  against  another  existing 
riparian  settler.^*^  In  Smith  v.  Hawkins^*  the  court  reached  the 
same  result  where  the  defendant  was  awarded  one  hundred  inches 
as  an  appropriator  and  an  additional  amount  as  riparian  right. 
In  Van  Bibber  v.  Hilton,^^  all  the  parties  to  the  action  were  riparian 
proprietors  and  the  defendants  were  also  appropriators.  The  trial 
court  limited  the  right  of  the  latter  to  the  amount  claimed  as 
appropriators.  Judgment  was  reversed  by  the  supreme  court  for 
not  also  making  some  allowance  as  riparian  right.  And  in  another 
case  plaintiff's  right  to  an  injunction  was  upheld  in  the  alterna- 
tive.^® A  riparian  proprietor  has  been  given  three  hundred  inches 
as  appropriator  in  addition  to  his  rights  as  riparian  owner.^* 


12  Infra,  sees.  670,  739. 

13  97  Cal.  464,  32  Pac.  528. 

14  133  Cal.  566,  65  Pac.  1089. 

16  See  quotations  from  this  case 
^upra,  sec.  244.  See,  also,  Kaler  v. 
CampbeU,  13  Or.  596.  11  Pac.  301; 
Porter  v.  PettingiD  (Or.),  110  Pac. 
393. 

i«  127  Cal.  119,  59  Pac.  295. 

17  84  Cal.  585,  24  Pac.  308,  598. 


18  Huffner  v.  Sawday  (1908),  153 
Cal.  86,  94  Pac.  424. 

19  Ison  V.  Nelson  Min.  Co.,  47  Fed. 
199.  See,  also,  Barneich  v.  Mercy, 
136  Cal.  206,  68  Pac.  589  (semble]: 
Prentice  v.  McKay,  38  Mont.  114,  98 
Pac.  1081  (dictum);  Avery  v,  John- 
son (Wash.),  109  Pac.  1028. 

In  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255.  4 
Pac.  919  (not  ofEiciallj  reported,  being 
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Against  existing  riparian  owners,  one  riparian  owner  can  obtain  ^ 
no  exclusiye  right ;  ^  but  it  seems  clear  that  an  early  riparia^ 
settler,  by  diverting  water  while  the  land  on  the  stream  ejj^.ept 
his  own  is  public,  may  acquire  by  appropriation  exclusive  jpights 
against  riparian  settlers  subsequently  acquiring  their  landrfrom' 
the  United  States,  greater  than  he  would  himself  have  Lad  as  a 
ripaiian  owner.  4/ 

(3d  ed.)  J^ 

%  324.  Same. — The  foregoing  was  addresf^d  to'the  claim  of  an 
early  riparian  settler  as  a  pu^bUr  J^'^'^iapj^i'opriator  on  the  stream 
against  other  riparian  settlers  later  acquiring  their  land  from  the 
public  domain.  While  this  may  enlarge  his  right  against  other 
riparian  owners,  it  is  wholly  immaterial  as  concerns  nonriparian 
owners.  Against  nonriparian  owners,  he  will  not  be  restricted  to 
the  amount  actually  used  as  appropriator,  but  may  insist  upon  the 
full,  though  unused,  flow,  as  any  riparian  owner  may.^^  It  is  true 
that  in  one  California  case  where  an  appropriation  had  been  made 
on  public  land  of  all  the  water  reasonably  needed  for  use  on  cer- 
tain riparian  land  which  the  appropriator  thereafter  purchased 
from  the  United  States,  she  was  not  allowed,  against  a  subsequent 
diversion  by  a  nonriparian  owner  ^  to  dispute  this  subsequent 
diversion  on  the  ground  of  her  riparian  rights,  the  decision  being 
rested  on  the  ground  that  she  had  all  she  could  reasonably  use 
already .*•    But  the  later  California  decisions  lay  down  the  rule 


withdrawn  on  rehearing),  it  was  said: 
'*But  an  appropriation  of  the  water 
jf  a  stream  flowing  upon  public  lands, 
and  upon  lands  held  in  priyate  owner- 
slup,  does  not  affect  or  destroy  ripa- 
riin  rights  existing  in  the  stream  at 
the  time  of  the  appropriation.  Both 
rights — rights  of  appropriation  and 
riparian  rights — may  be  acquired  by 
original  and  deriTative  acquisition; 
they  may  exist  together  and  be  held 
in  eomiDon  as  property  and  each  is  en- 
titled to  the  protection  of  the  law." 
In  Kinney  on  Irrigation^  page  452, 
it  is  said:  "There  are  a  great  many 
cases  where  the  riparian  proprietor  is 
al»o  the  prior  appropriator  of  the 
water  of  a  stream.  His  rights  are 
limited  to  those  of  a  riparian  pro- 
prietor only  when  others  whose  rights 
would  be  injured  by  the  diversion  have 
settled  upon  the  stream  before  he  has 
made  an  appropriation  of  the  waters. 


If  a  person  enters  a  piece  of  land 
through  or  adjoining  which  a  stream 
runs  and  appropriates  the  water  to 
some  useful  purpose  before  other  per- 
sons have  entered  any  other  lands 
upon  the  same  stream,  he  stands  in 
the  position  of  a  prior  appropriator, 
and  may  divert  all  of  the  water  of  the 
stream  if  it  is  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  he  appropriated  it, 
without  any  obligation  upon  his  part 
to  return  any  portion  of  it  to  the 
natural  channel.^' 

20  Infra,  sec.  739. 

21  Jnfra^  sec.  815. 

22  Whether  the  subsequent  claimant 
was  a  riparian  owner  or  not  is  not  ex- 
pressly given  in  the  opinion,  but  he 
seems  to  have  been  a  nonriparian 
owner. 

23  Senior  v.  Anderson,  130  Cal.  290, 
296,  62  Pac.  563. 
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flow^Ho  far  M  u  ui  or  may  be  beneficial  to  his  land,  whether  he 
uses  ;J^  or  not,  and  the  first  riparian  settler  will  not  be  limited 
(again^^t  later  nonnpanan  diversions)  to  the  flow  claimed  as  ap- 
propriat'.^  ,r  for  use.^  ^ 

The  CaT.;if oniia  law  thus  seems  to  be  that  against  other  riparian 
owners,  on^^of  them  settling  upon  a  stream  while  the  land  of  the 
others  is  stii->-Njjjblic  may  get  for  use  aU  the  rights  of  an  appro- 
priator  to  anexe^h^^e  of  the  stream,  and  at  the  same  time,  as 
against  aU  others  (nonrip&iainr^^rs}  subsequent  to  the  date  of 
his  settlement,  all  the  rights  of  a  riparian  owner  to  the  complete 
flow  of  the  stream,  whether  using  it  or  not.^s  As  is  said  in  Healy  y 
Woodruff/  this  gives  great  advantage  to  the  first  settlers  on  a 
stream,  but  is  the  advantage  which  in  California  necessarily  fol- 
lows prior  occupancy  of  public  land  when  coupled  with  a  prior 
appropriation  of  water  thereon ;  the  former  giving  the  common  Jaw 
right  of  full  flow  against  later  nonriparian  appropriation ;  the  la^ 
ter  giving  the  full  public  land  appropriative  right  agaiiist  later 
riparian  patentees.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  326.  Oorparationi.— A  corporation  may  appropriate  water, 
and  corporations  frequently  do.«  A  city  owning  water-rights  as 
a  municipal  corporation  cannot  interfere  with  private  appro- 
priators  merely  because  it  is  a  city.*    Some  cities  have  succeeded 


24  Infra,  sees.  452,  815  et  seq. 

25  This  last  was  expressly  held  in 
Huffner  ▼.  Sawday,  supra,  and  Miller  y. 
Madera  Co.,  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502, 
22  L.  E.  A.,  N.  S.,  391. 

The  rule  in  Oregon  seems  to  be  that 
a  riparian  proprietor  asserting  rights 
under  the  law  of  appropriation  there- 
by waives  his  riparian  rights,  and 
after  his  needs  as  appropriator  are 
satisfied,  he  cannot  claim  as  riparian 
proprietor  against  nonriparian  owners 
the  right  to  have  the  excess  flow  in  the 
channel  of  the  stream.  Davis  v. 
Chamberlain,  51  Or.  304,  98  Pac.  154; 
Williams  v.  Altnow,  51  Or.  275,  95 
Pac.  200,  97  Pac.  539,  saying  he  may 
elect  which  right  he  will  claim  under, 
but  cannot  claim  both;  Seaweard  v. 
Duncan,  47  Or.  640,  83  Pac.  1043; 
Low  V.  Schaffer,  24  Or.  239,  33  Pac. 
678. 


The  authorities  are,  however,  in 
some  confusion  because  the  distinction 
between  riparian  and  nonriparian 
claimants  has  not  always  been  borne 
in  mind.  Infra,  sees.  795,  814,  prot«:. 
tion  of  riparian  right. 

1  Quoted  supra,  sec.  244. 

2  As    to   diversions   by  a   riparian 
owner  giving  no  right,  but  amounting 
to  wrongful  disseisins,  see  supra,  see. 
246  et  seq.,  discussing  Duckworth  v 
Watsonville  Co. 

8  E.  g.,  Montecito  etc.  Co.  v.  Santa 
Barbara,  144  Cal.  578,  77  Pac.  1113; 
People  ex  rel.  Heyneman  v.  Blake,  19 
Cal.  579 ;  North  etc.  Co.  v.  Orient  etr 
Co.,  1  Fed.  522,  6  Saw.  299,  9  Morr' 
Mm.  Bep.  529. 

*  Santa  Barbara  v.  Gould,  143  Ckl 
421,  77  Pac.  151.     See  supra,  sec.  308.' 
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to  the  old  rights  of  Mexican  pueblos,  notably  Los  Angeles,  but  this 
right  attaches  to  few  cities.'  A  corporation  organized  under  the 
laws  of  a  Territory  may  be  an  appropriator,  as  well  as  one  organ- 
ized under  the  laws  of  a  State.*  A  foreign  corporation  cannot  be 
an  appropriator  without  complying  with  the  laws  of  the  State  by 
filing  articles.''  A  corporation  is  not  bound  by  water-right  agree- 
ments of  a  stockholder  with  third  persons.  Thus,  a  water-right 
from  one  company  is  not  a  right  to  water  from  another  company 
whose  stock  is  held  by  the  first  company.®  In  California,  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  stockholders  is  required  to  authorize  a  water  com- 
pany to  divide  up  its  water-rights  among  its  stockholders,  in  some 
cases.*  A  Colorado  case  upholds  a  contract  exempting  the  holder 
of  a  water-right  from  corporation  assessments.^® 

A  corporation  may  appropriate  water,  as  an  appropriator.  It 
need  not  own  any  land  nor  be  a  mere  combination  of  landowners ;  *^ 
and  where  it  is  a  combination  of  some  landowners  or  private  ap- 
propriators,  it  has  no  right  to  control  or  regulate  the  use  of  owners 
not  in  the  corporation,  though  those  in  the  corporation  are  a 
majority  of  all  users  upon  the  stream.^*  In  the  arid  States,  the 
corporation  is  considered  an  appropriator  only  in  a  qualified  way, 
the  consumers  whom  it  supplies  being  regarded  as  owning  the 
water-rights  in  the  stream  for  most  purposes;  but  in  California, 
not  only  are  the  consumers  not  appropriators,  but  even  appro- 
priators  who  incorporate,  conveying  their  rights  to'  a  co-operative 
corporation,  cease  to  be  appropriators.^*  This  question  as  to 
whether  consumers  from  corporations  are  appropriators  is  further 
considered  hereafter;  as  is  also  the  question  of  the  rights  and 
duties  of  corporations  as  qiuisi  public  servants.^* 

Articles  of  incorporation  to  divert  water  do  not  include  build- 
ing of  reservoirs  to  store  it.^*    A  director  may  make   a   separate 


»  Supra,  sec.  68. 

•  Ontierres  v.  Albuquerque  etc.  Co., 
388  U.  8.  555,  23  Sup.  Ct  Bep.  338, 
47  L.  Ed.  588. 

T  Telluride  etc.  Co.  ▼.  Rio  Grande 
rte.  Co.,  187  U.  8.  582,  583,  .23  8up. 
a  Bep.  178,  47  L.  Ed.  313. 

>  Lankam  t.  Wenatchee  etc.  Co.,  48 
Wash.  337,  93  Pac.  522. 

»  av.  Code,  sec.  309. 

'•  Farmen'  etc.  Co.  t.  Henderson, 
46  Colo.  37,  102  Pac.  1063. 

u  Gutierrefl  v.  Albuquerque  etc.  Co., 


188  U.  8.  545,  555,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Bep. 
338,  47  L.  Ed:  588. 

12  Bartholomew  v.  Fayette  etc.  Co., 
31  Utah,  1,  120  Am.  St.  Bep.  912,  86 
Pac.  481. 

13  Fuller  V.  Azuza  etc.  Co.,  138  Cal. 
204,  71  Pac.  98. 

14  See  infrck,  sees.  1260  et  seq., 
1324,  1338. 

15  Seeley  v.  Huntington  etc.  Assn., 
27  Utah,  179,  75  Pac.  367.  See  Wyo. 
Stats.  1911,  c.  29,  p.  43,  curing  de- 
fective articles. 
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invariably  speak  only  of  "running  streams,"  "flowing  water," 
"water  in  a  watercourse/'  This  is  also  the  language  of  the  Cali- 
fornia Civil  Code,^  providing  what  can  be  appropriated  (on  public 
land).  "The  right  to  the  use  of  running  water  flowing  in  a  river 
or  stream  or  down  a  canyon  or  ravine,  may  be  acquired  by  appro- 
priation." 

(3d  ed.) 

§  333.    What    Constitutes   a   Watercourse. — Close    questions 

arise  as  to  what  is  and  what  is  not  a  watercourse.  In  Lux  v.  Hag- 
gin,^  the  court  discusses  at  length  the  requisites  for  a  watercourse, 
and  concludes  that  a  channel  is  necessary  to  the  constitution  of  a 
watercourse ; '  also  a  tendency  of  water  to  flow  in  it  more  or  less 
regularly.*  The  second  requisite  is  not  fulfilled  by  a  chance  flow  in 
a  channel  usually  dry  all  year  round,'^  though,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  channel  need  not  be  full  all  year  round,  nor  flow  continuously.' 
It  is  a  question  of  fact  whether  there  is  a  tendency  to  regular  flow, 
and  no  presumption  of  continuance  can  be  indulged  from  .proof 
of  a  single  flow.^ 

"It  is  not  essential  to  a  watercourse  that  the  banks  shall  be  un- 
changeable, or  that  there  shall  be  everywhere  a  visible  change  in 
the  angle  of  ascent  marking  the  line  between  bed  and  banks.  The 
law  cannot  flx  the  limits  of  variation  of  these  and  other  particulars. 
As  was  said,  in  effect,  by  Curtis,  J.,  in  Howard  v.  IngersoU,*  the 
bed  and  banks  or  the  channel  is  in  all  cases  a  natural  object,  to  be 
sought  after,  not  merely  by  the  application  of  any  abstract  rules, 
but,  'like  other  natural  objects,  to  be  sought  for  and  found  by  the 

1  See.  1410.  The  1911  amendment  Bep.  673;  Wagner  t.  Long  Island  R. 
does  not  affect  this.  See  infra,  sec  Co.,  5  Thomp.  &  C.  163,  2  Hun,  633; 
1432.  Huffner  ▼.   Sawday,   153  Cal.  86,  94 

^  2  69  Oil.  255,  at  413-419,  10  Pac.  !"»«•  424;  Verdugo  etc.  Co.  v.  Ver- 
574^  '        --  dugo,  152  Cal.  655,  93  Pac.  1021. 

289,  ^Z  ±'ac,  »4a.  ^jj^  Q^  ^^^^    ,       season,   and  when 

4  Accord,  Barnes  v.  Sabron,  10  Nev.  the  waters  fall  in  the  stream,  there 

217,  4  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  673.  are    places    in    the    channel    of   this 

B  Lux  V.  Haggin,  supra.  South  Fork  above  the  reservoir  which 

6  Spangler    v.    San    Francisco,    84  are  dry,  but  a  watercourse  does  not 

Cal.    12,    18    Am.    St.    Bep.    158,     23  lose  its  character  as  such  because  in 

Pac.  1091;  Shively  t.    Hume,  10  Or.  dry  seasons,  or  under  certain  climatic 

76;   Simmons  v.  Winters,   21  Or.  35,  conditions  its  channel  maj  become  dzy 

28  Am.  St.  Rep.  727,  27  Pac.  7;  New  in  places."     Sierra  County  v.  Nevada 

York  etc.   Co.   v.   Speelman,   12   Ind.  County,  155  Cal.  1,  99  Pac.  371. 

App.  372,  40  N.  E.  541;   Eulrich  ▼.  7  Lux  v.  Haggin,  supra;  Morrison 

Richter,     37     Wis.     226;     Barnes     v.  v.  Officer,  48  Or.  569,  87  Pac.  896. 

Sabron,  10  Nev.  217,  4  Morr.    Min.  u    ^  ^  13  How.  428,  14  L.  Ed.  209. 
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distinctive  appearances  it  presents/  Whether,  however,  worn 
deep  by  the  action  of  water,  or  following  a  natural  depression  with- 
out any  marked  erosion  of  soil  or  rock;  whether  distinguished  by 
a  difference  of  vegetation,  or  otherwise  rendered  perceptible — a 
channel  is  necessary  to  the  constitution  of  a  watercourse."  And 
elsewhere  in  the  same  case :  '' A  watercourse  has  been  said  to  consist 
of  *bed,  banks  and  water.*  The  water  need  not  flow  continually, 
but  it  would  seem  the  flow  must  be  periodical — «uch  as  may  be  ex- 
pected during  a  portion  of  each  year."  And  again:  "If  the 
water  did  not  flow  with  regular  periodicity,  or  if,  flowing  periodi- 
cally, it  had  no  defined  channel  (other  than  the  whole  swamp),  the 
plaintiffs  had  no  cause  of  action."* 

Beside  these  two  requisites  given  in  Lux  v.  Haggin,  of  a  chan- 
nel and  a  flow,  a  third  requisite  is  usually  recognized ,  viz.,  a  per- 
manent source  of  supply.  To  constitute  a  watercourse  it  is  neces- 
sary that  there  be  a  permanent  source  of  supply.^®  The  source 
may  be  springs,*^  or  it  may  be  surface  water ;  ^  or  a  pond  formed 
by  surface  water.** 

There  are,  hence,  three  essentials  requisite  to  constitute  a  water- 
course, viz. :  A  channel,  a  flow,  and  a  source  of  sppply.  Two  other 
characteristics  are  usually  found:  (a)  tributaries,  surface  or  sub- 
terranean; (b)  B,  subflow,  seeping  with  the  stream  beneath  the 
soaked  soil,  which  subterranean  parts  of  the  stream  are  considered 
elsewhere." 


•  Lux  ▼.  Haggin,  69  Gal.  256,  10 
Pw.  674. 

»  Barkley  v.  Wilcox,  86  N.  Y.  140, 
40  Am.  Rep.  519;  Jeffers  ▼.  Jeffen, 
107  N.  Y.  650,  14  N.  E.  316;  Greg- 
ory T.  Bnsh,  64  Mich.  37,  8  Am.  St. 
Rep.  797,  31  N.  W.  90.  See  eases 
collected  in  10  Am.  ft  Eng.  Ann.  Cas. 
1047,  note. 

"  Pyle  ▼.  Richards,  17  Neb.  180, 
22  N.  W,  370;  MitcheU  v.  Bain,  142 
Ind.  604,  42  N.  E.  230;  Wolf  v. 
brothers  (Pa.),  21  Pa.  Co.  Ct.  R.  627. 

w  Arthur  V.  Grand  Trunk  R.  R. 
To.,  22  Ont.  App.  89,  95;  Beer  t. 
Stroud,  19  Ont.  10;  McKinley  t: 
rnion  County  Freeholders,  29  N.  J. 
Eq.  164;  Kelly  t.  Dunning,  39  N.  J. 
Kq.  482;  Eulrich  v.  Richter,  41  Wis. 
320;  Barnes  v.  Sabron,  10  Nct.  217, 
4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  673;  2  Farnham 
on  Waters,  sec.  457 ;  Gould  on  Waters, 
3d  ed.,  see.  263. 

Water  Bights — 2$ 


18  Neal  V.  Ohio  River  B.  Co.,  17 
W.  Va.  316,  34  8.  E.  914. 

"The  source  of  a  stream  is  defined 
to  be  'the  spring  or  fountain-head 
from  which  its  supply  of  water  pro- 
ceeds; any  collection  of  water  within 
or  upon  the  surface  of  the  earth  from 
which  a  stream  originates.'  (New 
Revised  Ency.  Die.)  And  as  said  by 
the  trial  court  in  discussing  the  pres- 
ent objection  of  appellant  on  demur- 
rer to  the  complaint:  *This  definition 
when  applied  to  a  torrential  stream  in 
the  high  Sierras  makes  the  said  lan- 
guage or  the  meaning  of  it,  very 
doubtful.  It  is  but  common  knowl- 
edge that  such  stream  has  many  and 
varied  sources  usually  covering  a  large 
extent  of  watershed,  and  varying  in 
length  as  it  extends  into  said  water- 
shed.' "  County  of  Sierra  v.  County 
of  Nevada,  155  Cal.  1,  99  Pac.  371. 

14  Infra,  see.  1077  et  seq. 
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§  334.  Same— Definition. — ^As  summing  up  the  foregoing  de- 
tailed discussion,  the  following  definition  is  quoted  from  Sanguis- 
etti  V.  Pock :  " 

'*A  watercourse  is  defined  to  be  *a  running  stream  of  water: 
a  natural  stream,  including  rivers,  creeks,  runs,  and  rivulets.**® 
Further  defining  the  term,  this  court  said:  'There  must  be  a 
stream,  usually  flowing  in  a  particular  direction,  though  it  need 
not  flow  continually.  It  may  sometimes  be  dry.  It  must  flow  in 
a  definite  channel,  having  a  bed  or  banks,  and  usually  discharges 
itself  into  some  other  stream  or  body  of  water.  It  must  be  some- 
thing more  than  a  mere  surface  drainage  over  the  entire  face  of 
the  tract  of  land,  occasioned  by  unusual  freshets  or  other  extraor- 
dinary causes.  It  does  not  include  the  water  fiowing  in  the 
hollows  or  ravines  in  land,  which  is  mere  surface  water  from  rain 
or  melting  snow  (i.  e.,  snow  lying  and  melting  on  the  land) ,  and  is 
discharged  through  them  from  a  higher  to  a  lower  level,  but  which 
at  other  times  are  destitute  of  water.  Such  hollows  or  ravines  are 
not,  in  legal  contemplation,  watercourses.'"  The  evidence  does 
not  bring  the  depression  or  swale  in  question  within  this  definition. 
This  so-called  watercourse  is  nothing  more  than  a  local  drainway 
to  a  limited  amount  of  land  which  has  neither  a  definite  beginnin^r 
nor  ending,  and  is  like  hundreds  of  similar  swales  found  in  land 
whose  surface  may  be  called  generally  level."  ^ 

A  statutory  definition  is  provided  in  North  Dakota,  which,  with 
some  other  definitions,  is  given  in  the  note.^* 

"X  I       *^  15  136  Cal.  466,  at  471,  89  Am.  St.      Hutchinson    v.    Watson    etc.    D.   Co. 

Bep.  169,  69  Pac.  98.  (1909),  16  Idaho,  484,  133  Am.  St 

16  Citing  Black's  Law    Dictionary,      Bep.  125,  101  Pac.  1059. 

title  "Watercourses."  i»  "A   watercourse   entitled   to  the 

17  Citing  Lo8  Angeles  etc.  Assn.  ▼.  protection  of  the  law  is  constituted, 
Los  Angeles,  103  Cal.  466)  37  Pac.  if  there  is  a  sufficient  natural  and  ae- 
375,  citing  text-books  and  case?.  customed  flow  of  water  to  form  and 

18  See  Pomero7  on  Biparian  Bights,  maintain  a  distinct  and  defined  ehan- 
sees.  6,  62.  nel.     It  is  not  essential  that  the  snp- 

''A  watercourse  is  a  stream  of  water  ply  of  water  should  be  continuous  or 

flowing  in  a  definite  channel,  having  from  a  perennial  living  source.    It  is 

a   bed  and  sides  or  banks,   and  dis-  enough  if  the  flow  arises  periodically 

charging  itself  into  some  other  stream  from    natural    causes,  and    reaches  a 

or  body  of  water.     The  flow  of  water  plainly  defined  channel  of  a  perma- 

need   not   be   constant,   but   must   be  nent  character."     N.  D.  Stats.  1907. 

more  than  mere  surface  drainage  oc-  p.  444. 

casioned     by     extraordinary     causes;  Following  are  some  additional  cases 

there  must  be  substantial  indications  bearing     upon     what     constitutes    a 

of  the  existence  of  a  stream,  which  is  watercourse:     Pyle    v.     Richards,    17 

ordinarily  a  moving  body  of  water."  Neb.  180,  22  N.  W.  370;  Morrissey  v. 
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§  335.  Same — ^Examples. — ^The  following  are  various  forms  of 
stating  that  a  watercourse  existed :  Where  a  stream  usually  flows  in 
a  continuous  current,  the  fact  that  the  water  thereof,  on  account 
of  the  level  character  of  the  land,  spreads  over  a  large  area,  with- 
out apparent  banks,  does  not  aflfect  its  character  as  a  watercourse.^ 
A  watercourse  with  well-defined  banks  which  is  the  natural  outlet 
for  the  waters  of  lakes,  and  through  which  the  waters  will  reach 
a  common  place,  is  a  natural  watercourse,  though  it  is  called  a 
swag  or  a  swamp  or  a  creek,  and  whether  its  course  is  straight  or 
crooked."  In  one  case,  A  owned  lands  adjoining  a  lake.  The 
main  outlet  becoming  choked  up  with  sand,  the  waters  overflowed 
the  lands  of  B  and  C  on  the  north  of  the  lake,  forming  marshes 
and  swales,  and  escaped  into  a  creek  flowing  into  a  bay.  They 
erected  a  dike  to  protect  their  land,  which  raised  the  water  in  the 
lake,  and  threw  it  back  upon  A's  land.  Held,  that  the  waters  on 
the  lands  of  B  and  C  could  not  be  considered  merely  as  surface 
water,  but  constituted  a  watercourse,  and  that  they  had  no  right 
to  erect  the  dike.^  The  fact  that  a  stream  having  a  bed,  banks 
and  current  has  been  deepened  artificially  for  drainage  purposes, 
or  that  it  is  at  times  dry,  does  not  deprive  it  of  the  character  of  a 
watercourse.^  A  valley  dry  on  the  surface  every  summer  from 
June  to  November,  the  soil  being  sandy,  and  the  river-bed  varying 
greatly  and  changing  often,  may,  nevertheless,  constitute  a  water- 

Chica^  etc.  Co.,  38  Neb.  406,  56  N.  88  Iowa,  47,  45  Am.  St.  Rep.  224,  55 

W.  946;  West  v.  Taylor,  16  Or.  165,  N.  W.  77. 

13  Pae.  665;  Qeddis  v.  Parrish,  1  Colloquially,  "watercourse"  is  some- 
Wash.  587,  21  Pac.  314;  Rigney  ▼.  times  loosely  used  to  indicate  the 
Taeoma  etc.  Co.,  9  Wash.  576,  38  Pac.  channel  alone.  Doe  dem.  Earl  of 
147,  26  L.  R.  A.  425;  Town  v.  Mis-  Egmont  v.  Williams,  11  Q.  B.  688. 
aouri  Pac.  Ry.,  50  Neb.  768,  70  N.  W.  In  the  California  Political  Code, 
402;  Mace  v.  Mace,  40  Or.  586,  67  section  3908,  the  "mouth  of  a  creek" 
Psc,  660,  68  Pac.  737;  Case  v.  Hoflf-  is  defined  as  follows:  "The  mouth  of 
man.  84  Wis.  438,  36  Am.  St.  Rep.  a  creek,  river  or  slough  which  empties 
937,  54  N.  W.  793,  20  L.  R.  A.  40;  into  another  creek,  river  or  slough. 
Brown  v.  Schneider,  81  Kan.  486,  135  is  the  point  where  the  midille  of  the 
Am.  St.  Rep.  396,  106  Pac.  41 ;  Hill  channels  intersect." 
V.  Cincinnati  etc  Co.,  109  Ind.  511,  20  Miller  &  Lux  v.  Madera  Canal  & 
10  X.  E.  410;  Larimore  v.  Miller,  78  Irr.  Co.,  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22 
Kan.  459,  96  Pac.  852;  West  v.  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  391. 
Taylor,  16  Or.  165,  13  Pac.  665;  21  Hastie  v.  Jenkins,  53  Wash.  21, 
Barnes  v.  Sabron,  10  Nev.  217,  4  Morr.  101  Pac.  495, 

Min.  Rep.  673;  Shively  v.  Haine,  10  22  West  v.  Taylor,  16  Or.   165,  13 

Or.  76;  Quinn  v.  Chicago  et.".  Ry.  Co.,  Pac.  665. 

23  8.  D.  126,   120  N.   W.  884;    City  23  Rigney  v.  Taeoma  Light  &  Water 

nf  Paola  v.  Oarman  0909),  80  Kan.  Co.,  9  Wash.  576,  38  Pac.  147,  26  L. 

702,  103  Pac.  83;   Hinkle  y.  Avery,  R.  A.  425. 
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course.^*  Where  water,  owing  to  the  hilly  or  mountainous  charac- 
ter of  the  country,  accumulates  in  large  quantities  from  rains  and 
melting  snow,  and  at  regular  seasons  descends  through  gullies  .or 
ravines  upon  the  lands  below,  and  in  its  flow  cuts  out  through  the 
soil  a  well-defined  channel  which  bears  the  unmistakable  impress 
of  the  frequent  action  of  running  water,  and  through  which  it  has 
flowed  from  time  immemorial  during  such  seasons,  such  stream  is 
to  be  considered  a  watercourse?' 

The  following  are  statements  of  where  a  watercourse  does  not 
exist:  When  the  water  is  stagnant,  or  spread  out  with  no  well- 
defined  current,  the  current  becoming  imperceptible  or  lost,  it  be- 
comes a  lake  or  pond  or  swamp.^  A  bog  of  one-half  acre  fed  by 
percolations,  but  no  channel  entering  or  leaving,  is  not  a  water- 
course, and  cannot  be  appropriated  as  such.^  To  constitute  a 
watercourse  there  must  be  a  stream,  usually  flowing  in  a  particular 
direction,  in  a  definite  channel,  having  a  bed,  sides,  or  banks, 
though  it  will  not  flow  continually,  and  must  usually  discharge 
itself  into  some  other  stream  or  body  of  water;  there  must  be 
more  than  surface  drainage ;  and  it  does  not  include  water  flowing 
in  hollows  or  ravines,  which  is  mere  surface  water,  from  rain  or 
melting  snow.'    A  marsh  or  swamp  is  not  a  watercourse.* 

Where  one  builds  a  ditch  to  use  surface  water,  a  landowner 
above  may  nevertheless  obstruct  it  to  keep  water  oflP  his  land.' 
Depressions  in  the  prairies  due  to  the  rolling  character  of  the 
ground,  where  the  surface  water  drains,  are  not  watercourses,* 
and  rights  of  permanent  flow  and  use  cannot  be  predicated  thereon. 
Where  the  water  spreads,  having  no  well-defined  current,  as  into 
a  marsh,  it  cannot  be  deemed  a  watercourse,  and  accordingly  does 


24  Huffner  v.  Sawday  (1908),  153 
Cal.  86,  94  Pac.  424,  citing  Los 
Angeles  Assn.  v.  Los  Angeles,  103 
Cal.  461,  37  Pac.  375. 

25  Simmons  v.  Winters,  21  Or.  35, 
28  Am.  St.  Rep.  727,  27  Pac.  7.  See 
Kroeger  v.  Twin  Buttes  Co.  (Ariz.), 
114  Pac.  553,  concerning  wet-weather 
arroyos  in  Arizona. 

1  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  98 
Pac.  1083,  at  1101.  Citing  inter  alia, 
this  book,  2d  ed.,  p.  161. 

2  Dickey  v.  Maddux,  48  Wash.  411, 
93  Pac.  1091. 

3  Robinson  v.  Shanks,  118  Ind.  125, 
20  N.  E.  713. 


4  Hayward  v.  Mason  (1909),  54 
Wash.  653,  104  Pac.  141. 

6  City  of  Paola  v.  Garman  (1909), 
80  Kan.  702,  103  Pac.  83. 

6  Gibbs  V.  WiUiams,  25  Kan.  214, 
37  Am.  Rep.  349;  Rait  v.  Furrow, 
74  Kan.  101,  85  Pac.  934,  6  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  157;  Weis  v.  City  of  Madison 
(1886),  75  Ind.  241,  39  Am.  Rep.  135; 
Rice  V.  City  of  Evansville,  108  Inil. 
7,  58  Am.  Rep.  53,  9  N.  E.  139; 
Eulrich  v.  Richter,  37  Wis.  226.  But 
see  Quinn  v.  Chicago  etc.  Co.  (1909), 
23  S.  D.  126,.  120  N.  W.  884,  disap- 
proving Gibbs  V.  Williams,  supra,  and 
see  Parizek  v.  Hinek  (Iowa),  123  N. 
W.  180,  as  to  a  swale. 
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not  come  within  any  rule  pennitting  a  claim  thereto  as  a  riparian 


owner.' 


(3d  ed.) 

§  336.  Spring. — ^Water  from  a  spring  is  water  in  a  water- 
course, however  small,  if  it  runs  off  in  a  definite  channel,  with  a 
tendency  to  regularity,^  and  may  be  appropriated  as  water  in  a 
watercourse,®  even  though  the  appropriator  builds  a  ditch  to  the 
very  mouth  of  the  spring.^®  The  water  in  the  spring  itself,  how- 
ever, that  is,  before  it  has  gathered  on  the  surface,  is  not  water 
in  a  surface  watercourse,  but  is  treated  on  .the  principles*  of  under- 
ground water.**  Water  flowing  from  a  well  on  public  land  may 
be  appropriated  as  water  in  a  surface  watercourse,  though  the 
appropriator  takes  the  stream  at  its  starting  point — i.  e.,  ditches 
to  the  mouth  of  the  well.*^  This  case  is  very  like  Ely  v.  Ferguson 
(supra),  cited  therein,  and  the  court  expressly  declares  that  the 
decision  does  not  refer  to  the  percolations  supplying  the  well 
underground;  but  only  to  the  water  on  the  surface.  Diverting 
ground  water  by  digging  a  few  feet  below  the  surface  of  a  spring 
at  the  spring-head  is  the  same  as  taking  it  at  the  surface,  and  un- 
lawful against  lower  claimants  to  whom  the  spring  water  came  on 
the  surface.*^  In  one  case  it  was  decided  that  a  creek  having  its 
source  in  springs,  which  ran  a  short  distance  through  a  natural 
surface  channel,  and  then  discharged  into  a  large  slough,  which 
had  no  natural  surface  outlet,  was  a  watercourse,  and  that  the 
waters  running  in  the  surface  channel  could  not  be  diverted  to  the 
injury  of  the  lower  owners.*^*  When  a  spring  furnishes  a  stream  of 
water  that  rises  to  the  surface,  the  right  of  appropriation  at- 
taches,^^  but  where  the  admitted  quantity  is  so  insignificant  that  a 
surface  stream  is  impossible,  when  spread  over  the  width  of  ground 
involved,  the  use  of  the  water  belongs  to  the  'person  upon  whose 
land  it  first  arises.^^ 


T  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95 
Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083. 

s  Broman  v.  •  Harris,  39  Or.  148, 
87  Am.  St.  Rep.  649,  65  Pac.  867, 
54  L.  R.  A.  628;  Pomeroy  on  Ri- 
parian Rights,  sec.  62. 

»  Wilkins  V.  McCne,  46  Cal.  656 ; 
Shenandoah  ete.  Co.  ▼.  Morgan,  106 
<  al.  409,  39  Pac.  802. 

w  Ely  V.  Ferguson,  91  Cal.  187, 
27  Pac.  587. 

"  Cohen  V.  La  Canada  Water  Co., 
142  CaL  437,  76  Pac.  47. 


12  De  Wolfskin  ▼.  Smith,  5  Cal. 
App.   175,  89  Pac.   1001. 

13  Dudden  v.  (Clutton  Union) 
Guardians  etc.  (1857),  1  Hurl.  &  N. 
627. 

18a  Straight  v.  Brown,  16  Nev.  317, 
40  Am.  Rep.  497. 

14  Brosnan  v.  Harris,  39  Or.  148, 
87  Am.  St.  Rep.  649,  65  Pac.  867, 
54  L.  R.  A.  628. 

15  Morrison  v.  Officer,  48  Or.  569, 
87  Pac.  896. 
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In  one  case  it  is  held  that  a  spring  flowing /water  immediately 
absorbed  before  going  any  distance  from  the  spring  may  still  be 
regarded  as  a  surface  watercourse  so  as  to  be  appropriated  as  such 
on  the  surface  at  the  mouth  of  the  spring.  The  water  from  the 
spring  never  flowed  enough  to  form  a  surface  stream  or  carry 
water  any  distance  from  the  spring,  what  little  there  was  being 
immediately  taken  up  by  the  soil  adjacent  to  the  spring,  and  it 
was  held  ^®  that  the  surface  flow  may  be  appropriated  as  against  a 
later  surface  diversion  by  another,  and  that  the  question  is  not 
one  of  rights  in  underground  water,  saying:  '*....  whether  the 
waters  are  from  a  well-defined  subterranean  stream  or  purely 
seepage  and  percolating  waters,  it  nevertheless  stands  as  an  admit- 
ted fact  in  the  case  that  they  flow  to  and  collect  at  a  definite  and 
certain  place  and  there  form  what  is  called  by  all  parties  a  spring. 
The  fact  that  the  water  of  this  spring  in  its  natural  state,  before 
any  appropriation  or  diversion,  was  lost  in  the  adjacent  soil,  and 
did  not  flow  off  the  land  in  a  definite  stream,  can  make  no  differ- 
ence and  in  no  way  abridges  the  right  of  the  first  comer  to  locate 
and  appropriate  and  develop  the  same  for  a  useful  or  beneficial 
purpose. ' '  ^^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  337.  Surface  Tributaries. — ^As  a  matter  of  point  of  view,  it 
is  proper  to  look  upon  the  stream  as  not  merely  consisting  of  the 
channel  and  flow  at  the  point  where  the  observer  is  standing,  but 
as  a  composite  body  in  which  the  upper  branches  and  tributaries 
are  an  integral  part.  The  right  to  these  tributaries  is  then  identi- 
cal with  the  right  to  the  stream,  on  the  principle  that  the  whole 
includes  the  sum  of  its  parts.  The  appropriator  of  a  stream  has  a 
right  to  its  tributaries  and  to  all  its  sources,  and  it  merely  becomes 
a  question  of  proof  whether  the  hostile  diversion  is  of  water  that 
is  or  is  not  tributary  on  the  evidence.  (Through  the  advance  of 
scientific  knowledge  this  proof  enables  the  appropriator  to  follow 
and  trace  the  stream  even  into  tributary  percolations  underground, 
a  matter  to  be  separately  considered.)*®  The  cases  enforce,  in 
favor  of  a  stream  claimant,  rights  to  tributaries  to  his  stream  on 

le  Much  as  in  Ely  v.  Ferguson,  and  The   source    may   be    springs,   sur- 

Wolfskin   V.   Smith,   supra.  face  water  or  ponds  formed  by  sur- 

^>r  r     r\  '  nu      u  —   iK  Tj«u^       ^^c©  Water  or  underground    water,  or 

4i>o,  »8  rac.  415.  jj^j^  ^   Furrow,  74  Kan.  101,  85  Pac 

18  Infra,  sec.  1082.  934,  6  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  157. 
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this  ?iew  of  it.**  Likewise  as  to  a  lake  that  is  tributary  to  or  the 
source  of  a  stream.^  Likewise  as  to  springs  flowing  into  tribu- 
taries that  flow  into  the  appropriated  stream.*.*  And  flnally,  like- 
wise, on  the  best  authorities,  as  to  the  underground  percolations 
tributary  to  the  springs.^  These  are  all  parts  of  the  stream,  and 
rights  in  them,  on  proof  of  the  facts,  are  governed  by  the  law  of 
the  stream.  The  time  of  appropriation  between  the  stream  claim- 
ant and  the  tributary  claimant  will  govern  their  rights  as  appro- 
priators.  • 

A  judgment  and  decree  adjudicating  rights  and  priorities  to  the 
use  of  the  waters  of  a  stream  carries  with  it  and  adjudicates  and 
decrees  the  rights  and  priorities  to  the  waters  of  the  tributaries 
to  such  stream  above  the  respective  places  and  points  of  diversion.^ 
''The  presumption  is  that  the  water  of  a  tributary  of  a  stream,  less 
the  evaporation,  if  not  interfered  with,  will  naturally  reach  the 
main  stream  either  by  surface  or  subterranean  flow."*^  A  sub- 
sequent appropriator  of  tributaries  must  produce  clear  and  con- 
vincing evidence  that  the  prior  appropriator  would  not  be  injured 
or  affected  by  the  diversion,  and  has  the  burden  of  proof  .^^ 
Whether  an  upper  creek  is  tributary  to  a  lower  one  is  a  question 
of  fact.* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  338.    Slonghfl. — ^A  slough  without  original  water  of  its  own 

is  not  a  watercourse.^    Where  water  flowed   in   a  slough  having 


»  Priest  V.  XJnion  etc.  Co.,  6  Cal. 
170;  Stickler  v.  Colorado  Springs,  16 
Colo.  61,  25  Am.  St.  Rep.  245,  26 
Pac  313;  Malad  etc.  Co.  v.  Camp- 
bell, 2  Idaho  (378),  411,  18  Pac. 
52;  Tonkin  v.  Winzell,  27  Nev.  88, 
73  Pic.  593;  Low  v.  Schaffer,  24  Or. 
239,  33  Pac.  678;  Low  v.  Bizor,  25 
Or.  551,  37  Pac  82;  Boyce  v.  Cup- 
per, 37  Or.  256,  61  Pac.  642;  Salina 
etc.  Co.  V.  Salina  etc.  Co.,  7  Utah, 
456,  27  Pae.  578,  among  others.  Cf. 
VerdDgo  W.  Co.  v.  Verdugo  (1908), 
152  Cal.  655,  93  Pac.  1021.  See 
Miller  v.  Wheeler  (1909),  54  Wash. 
429,  103  Pac.  641,  23  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S., 
10G5;  Petterson  ▼.  Payne,  43  Colo. 
184,  95  Pac.  301. 

» Duckworth  t.  Watsonville  etc. 
<X,  150  CaL  520,  89  Pac.  338; 
Buckers  etc.  Co.  v.  Platte  etc.  Co.,  28 
Colo.  187,  63  F&c.  305;  Cole  ▼.  Bich- 


ards  etc.  Co.,  27  Utah,  205,  lOl^m. 
St.  Bep.  962,  75  Pac.  376;  City  of 
New  Whatcom  v.  Fairhaven,  24  Wash. 
493,  64  Pac.  735,  54  L.  B.  A.  190; 
Cole  V.  Eichards  Irr.  Co.,  27  Utah, 
205,  101  Am.  St.  Bep.  962,  75  Pac. 
376. 

21  Beaverhead  etc.  Co.  t.  Dillon  etc. 
Co;,  34  Mont.  135,  85  Pac.  880. 

22  Infra,  sec.  1076  et  seq. 

23  Josslyn  T.  Daly,  15  Idaho,  137, 
96  Pac.  568. 

24  Petterson  ▼.  Payne,  43  Colo.  184, 

95  Pac.  301. 

25  Josslyn  V.  Daly,  15  Idaho,  137, 

96  Pac.  137. 

1  Wilson  V.  CoUin  (1909),  45  Colo. 
412,  102  Pac.  20. 

2  Lamb  v.  Beclamation  Dist.,  73 
Cal.  125,  2  Am.  St.  Bep.  775,  14  Pac. 
625;  Hagffe  y,  Kansas  etc.  Co.,  104 
Fed.  391. 
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well-defined  banks  leading  from  a  river  to  a  creek,  such  slough 
constituted  a  watercourse,  though  at  some  points  the  channel  spread 
out  and  the  water  was  quite  shallow.*  Where  water  flows  from  a 
river  into  a  slough,  or  from  the  slough  into  the  river,  as  one  may 
be  higher  than  the  other  at  a  particular  season,  it  is  to  be  regarded 
as  a  part  of  the  river.*  A  slough  which  carries  no  water  except 
the  overflow  waters  of  a  river  in  times  of  flood,  which,  as  compared 
with  the  volume  of  water  in  the  river,  is  insignificant,  and  which 
has  no  original  water  of  its  own,  but  is  simply  a  conduit  by  which 
occasionally  some  of  the  flood  water  escapes  into  the  lower  lands, 
is  not  a  watercourse.' 


B.    NAVIGABLE   AND   INTEESTATB   STREAMS. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  339.  Navigable  Streams. — ^The  water  of  navigable  streams 
may  be  appropriated  as  well  as  the  water  of  those  not  navigable. 
Thus,  for  example,  a  dam  in  the  San  Joaquin  River  at  a  point 
where  it  is  navigable,  and  an  appropriation  of  water  there,  were 
upheld  against  all  but  the  State  or  someone  injured  in  navigating.* 
Whether  the  point  could  be  raised  by  the  State  or  those  injured 
in  navigating  was  not  decided.  The  rights  on  navigable  streams 
are  in  general  all  that  can  be  exercised  without  being  inconsistent 
with  the  public  easement  of  navigation.''  The  court  says  in  United 
States  V.  Rio  Grande  Dam  and  Reservoir  Company:®  **It  does  not 
follow  that  the  courts  would  be  justified  in  sustaining  any  proceed- 
ing by  the  attorney  general  to  restrain  any  appropriation  of  the 
upper  waters  of  a  navigable  stream.    The  question  always  is  one 


8  Cederburg  v.  Dutra,  3  Cal.  App. 
572,  86  Pac.  838.  See  Lux  v.  Hag- 
gin,  69  Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674;  Green 
V.  Carotta,  72  Cal.  267,  13  Pac.  685. 

4  Turner  v.  James  Canal  Co.,  155 
Cal.  82,  132  Am.  St.  Rep.  59,  99  Pac. 
520,  22  L.  B.  A.,  N.  8.,  401,  17  Ann. 
Cas.  823. 

5  Lamb  v.  Reclamation  Dist.  No. 
108,  73  Cal.  125,  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  775, 
14  Pac.  625. 

6  Miller  v.  Enterprise  Co.,  142  Cal. 
208,  100  Am.  St.  Rep.  115,  75  Pac. 
770. 

t  Heilbron  v.  Fowler  etc.  Canal  Co., 
75  Cal.  426,  at  433,  7  Am.  St.  Rep. 
183,   17   Pac.   535;    United  States  v. 


Rio  Grande  etc.  Co.,  174  U.  S.  6S0, 
19  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  770,  43  L.  Ed. 
1136.  Affirmed  in  Kansas  v.  Colo- 
rado, 206  U.  S.  46,  27  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
655,  51  L.  Ed.  956. 

In  Hutchinson  v.  Watson  D.  Co, 
(1909),  16  Idaho,  484,  133  Am.  St. 
Rep.  125,  101  Pac.  1059,  at  1063,  it 
seems  to  be  said  hj  way  of  dictuin, 
that  an  appropriation  on  a  navigable 
stream  may  be  made,  though  it  ob- 
structs navigation,  "when  acting  under 
and  by  authority  of  law." 

8  174  U.  S.  690,  709,  19  Sup.  Ct 
Rep.  770,  43  L.  Ed.  1136 ;  Rio  Grande 
etc.  Co.  V.  United  States,  215  U.  S. 
266,  30  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  97,  54  L.  £(3. 
190. 
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of  fact,  whether  such  appropriation  substantially  interferes  with 
the  navigable  capacity  within  the  limits  where  navigation  is  the 
recognized  fact."  If  the  appropriation  interferes  with  navigation, 
however,  it  is  invalid.* 

A  lawful  mode  of  ingress  and  approach  is,  however,  necessary 
hefore  the  public  can  exercise  the  privileges  appertaining  to  navi- 
gable waters.  The  public  has  no  right  to  invade  and  cross  private 
lands  to  reach  navigable  waters  that  are  wholly  surrounded  by  the 
private  land.  If  such  a  right  of  approach  becomes  a  public  neces- 
sity, the  proper  course  is  by  condemnation  under  the  eminent 
domain  procedure.*® 

It  may  be  remarked  that  the  title  to  the  bed  of  navigable  streams 
(in  most  jurisdictions)  is  in  the  State.** 

Navigable  streams  are  further  considered  in  a  later  chapter.** 


(3d  ed.) 

§  340.    Interstate  Btreanui.*' — ^Recently,  several  cases  have  been 

decided  concerning  the  rights  of  appropriators  on  a  stream  which 

crosses  a  State  boundary.    Most  of  the  cases  say  that  no  inno- 

vations  in  the  law  of  appropriation  are  necessary  on  that  account. 

''Water  is  essential  to  human  life  in  the  same  degree  as  light  and 

air,  and  no  bounds  can  be  set  to  its  use  for  supplying  the  natural 


»  Bolaa  ete.  Club  v.  Burdiek,  151 
CtL  254,  90  Pae.  532,  12  L.  B.  A.,  N. 
S.,  275. 

u  Infra,  see.  898. 

^  Infra,  see.  898  et  seq. 

^  See,  also,  infra,  sec.  727. 

See,  generally,  the  following  eases: 
Kansas  t.  Colorado,  206  U.  S.  46, 
27  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  655,  51  L.  Ed.  956; 
Kansas  v.  Colorado,  185  U.  S.  125,  22 
Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  552,  46  L.  Ed.  838; 
Hmlson  W.  Co.  v.  McCarter,  209  U. 
8.  349,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  529,  52  L. 
Ed.  828,  14  Ann.  Cas.  560;  Missouri 
r  Illinois  etc.  Dist.,  180  U.  8.  208, 
21  8np.  Ct.  Rep.  331,  45  L.  Ed.  497; 
Rickey  etc.  Co.  v.  Miller,  218  U.  S. 
258,  31  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  11,  54  L.  Ed. 
1032;  Saunders  v.  Bluefield  M.  W.  Co., 
58  Fed.  133;  Howell  v.  Johnson,  89 
Fed.  556;  Perkins  County  v.  Graflf,  114 
Fed.  441,  52  C.  C.  A.  243;  Hoge  v. 
Eaton,  135  Fed.  411;  Anderson  ▼. 
Bassmaa,    140    Fed.    22;    Morris    t. 


Bean  (Mont.),  123  Fed.  618;  Same  v. 
Same,  146  Fed.  428,  affirmed  in  Bean 
V.  Morris,  159  Fed.  651,  86  C.  C.  A. 
519;  The  Salton  Sea  Cases,  172  Fed. 
820,  97  C.  C.  A.  242 ;  Miller  v.  Rickey, 
127  Fed.  573;  Rickey  v.  Miller,  152 
Fed.  11,  81  C.  C.  A.  207;  Lamson 
V.  Vailes,  27  Colo.  201,  61  Pac.  231; 
Taylor  v.  Hulett,  15  Idaho,  265,  97 
Pac.  37,  19  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  535; 
aine  V.  Stock,  71  Neb.  70,  98  N.  W. 
454,  102  N.  W.  265;  Bigelow  ▼. 
Draper,  6  N.  D.  152,  69  N.  W.  570; 
Conant  v.  Deep  Creek  Co.,  23  Utah, 
627,  90  Am.  St.  Bep.  627,  66  Pac.  188; 
Willey  V.  Decker,  11  Wyo.  496,  100 
Am.  St.  Bep.  939,  73  Pac.  210;  Turley 
V.  Furman  (N.  M.),  114  Pac.  278; 
Slack  V.  Walcott,  3  Mason,  508,  Fed. 
Cas.  No.  12,932  (Story,  J.);  Mann- 
ville  Co.  V.  Worcester,  138  Mass.  91, 
52  Am.  Bep.  261  (Holmes,  J.) ;  Buck- 
man  V.  Green,  9  Hun  (N.  Y.),  225; 
and  the  articles  in  8  Harvard*  Law 
Beview,  138;  2  Columbia  Law  Review, 
364. 
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wants  of  men  other  than  the  mighty  barriers  which  the  Creator 
has  made  on  the  face  of  the  earth/'  says  Judge  Hallett.^^ 

In  Kansas  v.  Colorado,^''  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Justice  Brewer  said  the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States  are  **  practically  building  up  what  may  not 
improperly  be  called  interstate  common  law." 

(3d  ed.) 

§  341.  Same— Oontroyersies  Between  States— Kansas  v. 
Oolorado.^® — ^The  rule  laid  down  in  Kansas  v.  Colorado  is  that, 
between  States,  an  equitable  apportionment  of  benefits  should  be 
maintained.  Kansas  sued  Colorado  in  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States  to  enjoin  appropriations  in  Colorado  on  the  Arkansas 
River,  claiming  that  the  loss  of  the  water  would  irreparably  injure 
Kansas  as  a  State,  and  as  a  riparian  proprietor,  and  private 
riparian  proprietors  in  Kansas  (which  upholds  riparian  rights 
under  the  California  doctrine  while  Colorado  does  not).  The  deci- 
sion was  considered  from  the  point  of  injury  to  Kansas  as  a  State, 
aside  from  rights  of  itself  or  individuals  as  riparian  proprietors, 
its  prosperity  as  distinguished  from  its  property  rights  or  those 
of  its  citizens. 

It  was  held  that  Colorado  would  be  irreparably  injured  by  an 
injunction,  without  corresponding  benefit  to  Kansas.  In  fact,  the 
ultimate  prosperity  of  Kansas  may  in  fact  be  increased  by  the 
Colorado  diversions.  There  has  been  no  widespread  serious  injury 
to  Kansas  from  past  diversions,  though  there  was  some  detriment. 
Kansas  herself  recognizes  the  right  of  an  upper  riparian  owner 
to  make  a  reasonable  use  of  a  stream  against  lower  proprietors,  and 
it  is  not  shown  that  the  Colorado  use  is  unreasonable,  regarding  the 
two  States  as  both  great  riparian  proprietors.  ''At  the  same 
time  it  is  obvious  that  if  the  depletion  of  the  waters  of  the  river 
by  Colorado  continues  to  increase,  there  will  come  a  time  when 
Kansas  may  justly  say  that  there  is  no  longer  an  equitable  division 
of  benefits,  and  may  rightfully  call  for  relief  against  the  action 
of  Colorado,  its  corporations  and  citizens,  in  appropriating  the 
waters  of  the  Arkansas  for  irrigation  purposes.  "^^ 

14  Hoge  V.  Eaton  (C.  C.  Colo.),  133  i«  206  U.  8.  46,  27  Sup.  Ct.  9ep. 

Fed.  411.  655,  51  L.  Ed.  956.    Opinion  by  Mr. 

18  206  U.  S.  46,  27  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  •^"f7*p„^T!,?!l  .«.  ,,^  ^  ^^^ 
655, 51  L.  Ed.  956.  sec  182.  '  thu  case,  see  supra. 


§  342  Ch.  16.    WHAT  CAN  BE  AFPBOPBIATED.       (3d  ed.)  363 

The  threatened  pollution  of  the  waters  of  a  river  flowing  between 
States,  under  the  authority  of  one  of  them,  thereby  putting  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  citizens  of  the  other  in  jeopardy,  pre- 
sents a  cause  of  action  justiciable  under  the  constitution ;  that  is, 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  will  have  original  juris- 
diction if  one  of  the  States  brings  suit  against  the  other.^^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  342.  Between  Biparian  Owners  in  One  State  and  Appro- 
priators  in  Another  State. — ^The  general  attitude  of  the  Federal 
courts  is  to  see  that  there  is  an  equitable  apportionment  of  benefits 
between  the  citizens  of  each  State  collectively  just  as  between  the 
States  themselves;  and  when  the  controversy  is  between  riparian 
owners  in  one  State  against  appropriators  in  another,  to  appor- 
tion the  water  (upon  some  basis  found  equitable  upon  the  facts) 
between  the  riparian  owners  as  a  body  and  the  appropriators  as  a 
body,  leaving  the  members  of  each  body  among  themselves  to  be 
governed  by  their  local  law.  This  formed  the  basis  of  the  decision 
in  Anderson  v.  Bassman.^*  In  another  case  ^  below  referred  to,  in 
Wyoming,  the  matter  was  mentioned  but  no  decision  was  given, 
no  riparian  rights  being  actually  involved. 

In  Anderson  v.  Bassman,  a  conflict  arose  among  several  hundred 
claimants  upon  a  river  flowing  from  California  into  Nevada,  the 
claimants  in  the  former  being  riparian  owhers  under  the  Califor- 
nia law ;  in  the  latter,  appropriators  under  the  Nevada  law,  which 
does  not  recognize  riparian  rights.  Judge  Morrow,  in  the  United 
States  circuit  court,  simply  apportioned  the  water,  giving  each 
side  the  use  of  the  stream  for  a  specific  number  of  days,  the  rights 
of  the  individuals  on  each  side  among  themselves  to  be  governed 
by  their  local  law.*^ 

In  another  case  a  stream  flowed  from  Nebraska  to  Kansas  and 
it  was  said:  ''It  would  seem  that  the  fact  of  plaintiff's  residence 
beyond  the  border  of  this  State  [in  Kansas  where  his  mill  was], 
and  that  his  miU  is  located  there,  ought  not  to  deprive  him  of  any 
rights  which  the  laws  of  our  State  give  to  a  lower  riparian  owner. 
Any  attempt  of  our  legislature  to  discriminate  against  him  as  com- 

• 

18  Missouri  V.  Illinois  etc.  District,  i»  140  Fed.  22. 

180  U.  S.  208,  21  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  331,  20  Willey  v.  Decker,  11  Wyo.  496, 

45  L.  Ed.  497.     See  this    case  com-  100  Am.  St.  Bep.  939,  73  Pac.  211. 

mented  on  in  Kansas  v.  Colorado,  185  21  See  supra,  sec.  310  et  seq.,  rea- 

V.  S.  125,  22.  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  552,  46  Bonable  priority. 
L.  £d.  838. 
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pared  with  resident  mill  owners  would  be  promptly  declared  un- 
constitutional by  the  Federal  courts.  Any  such  determination  by 
the  courts  would  seem  to  be  equally  obnoxious  to  the  Federal  con- 
stitution. It  seems  clear  that  the  plaintiff  should  be  allowed  the 
same  standing  as  one  of  .our  own  citizens  with  a  mill  on  this  side  of 
the  State  line,"^  both  States  being  followers  of  the  California 
doctrine  recognizing  the  riparian  rights  of  private  land  and  appro- 
priation for  public  land. 

In  the  late  case- of  Rickey  etc.  Co.  v.  Miller,^  in  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States,  the  decision  upon  a  question  of  pro- 
cedure below  referred  to  was  based  upon  the  principle  of  Kansas 
V.  Colorado,  that  riparian  owners  in  California  or  appropriators  in 
Nevada,  upon  the  Walker  River  crossing  the  boundary,  must 
deduce  any  right  they  may  have  from  the  law  of  their  respective 
States;  and  the  enforcement  of  either  right  beyond  the  boundary 
of  its  State  must  depend  upon  the  concurrence  of  the  other  State. 
Unless  the  upper  State  (California)  will  voluntarily  impose  condi- 
tions upon  its  citizens  in  favor  of  users  in  the  lower  State 
(Nevada),  the  latter  have  no  right  in  the  matter  other  than  to 
complain  that  the  lower  State  as  such  (and  not  merely  the  plain- 
tiff) is  not  receiving  an  equitable  share  of  the  benefit  of  the 
stream.^^  This  seems  to  make  rights  upon  interstate  streams  a 
matter  of  interstate  relation,  reachable  by  creation  of  joint  com- 
missions between  the  States  interested,  to  establish  rules  for  such 
streams. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  343.    Between  Appropriators  in  Different  States. — ^As  in  the 

preceding  sections,  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  rules 
that  rights  upon  interstate  streams  are  a  matter  of  interstate  con- 
cern (similar  to  international  concerns,  regarding  the  States  as 
each  a  sovereign).^  Consequently  it  is  for  the  States  concerned 
to  see  that  each  receives,   by   joint  arrangement,   an  equitable 

22  dine  V.  Stock,  71  Neb.  70,  98  25  It  has  been  said  that  "The  idea 
N.  W.  456,  102  N.  W.  265.  that  there  can  arise  any  international 

23  218  U.  S.  258,  31  Sup.  Ct.  Eep.  -water-right  question  in  the  case  of  an 
11.  appropriation    of    waters    of   an  un- 

24  The  private  right  is  "not  in  his  navigable  stream  cannot  be  main- 
own  right,  but  by  reason  of  and  sub-  tained."  Howell  v.  Johnson,  89  Fed. 
ordinate  to  the  rights  of  his  State,"  556.  That  seems  to  remain  true;  but 
the  court  says.  See  Turley  y.  Fur-  tbore  arise  interstate  questions  under 
man    (N.  M.),  114  Pac.  278.  the  supreme  court's  decisions. 
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apportionment  of  benefit  from  the  stream,  opening  the  way  for 
joint  commissions  between  the  States  to  govern  interstate  streams.^ 

In  no  instance  yet  has  such  «  joint  commission  been  estab- 
lished; and  in  cases  simply  between  appropriators  alone  in  two 
States,  both  recognizing  the  law  of  prior  appropriation,  the 
courts  have  so  far  decided  upon  the  basis  that  priority  governs. 
Irrespective  of  State  lines,  the  courts  have  been  following, 
between  appropriators,  the  ordinary  rules  applicable  to  appro- 
priators under  the  law  of  prior  appropriation. 

A  chief  feature  of  the  law  of  appropriation  generally  has 
been  that  the  water-right  is  independent  of  the  place  of  use.* 
Should  a  State  by  statute  prohibit  domestic  waters  being 
diverted  within  it  for  use  beyond  its  borders,  an  appropriation 
for  that  purpose  could  not  be  made,^  and  a  declaration  of  State 
ownership  has  been  said  to  have  that  effect,^  but  that  is  not 
the  usual  way  of  regarding  such  a  declaration ;  and  aside  from 
an  express  prohibition,  the  general  ruling  has  been  that  a 
diversion  may  be  made  in  one  State  for  use  in  any  other  State. 
Thus  a  case'  involved  the  legality  of  the  issuance  of  certain 


1  Many  think  the  United  States 
should  control ;  but  the  decisions  of  the 
supreme  court  place  the  matter  with 
the  States. 

2  Supra,  sec.  281;   infra,  sec.  496. 
*  Hudson  County  Water  Co.  v.  Mc- 

Carter,  209  U.  S.  349,  28  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  529,  52  L.  Ed.  828,  14  Ann.  Cas. 
560,  affinning  MeCarter  v.  Hudson  etc. 
Co.,  70  N.  J.  Eq.  695,  118  Am.  St. 
Rep.  754,  14  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  197,  65 
AU.  489,  10  Ann.  Cas.  116. 

In  February,  1911,  the  California 
lej^i^lature  passed  a  joint  resolution 
concerning  the  water  of  Lake  Tahoe, 
Ijisg  on  the  boundary  of  California 
and  Nevada  (referring  to  a  proposi- 
tion to  divert  the  waters  to  Nevada), 
that  "The  State  of  California  claims 
to  own  the  major  portion  of  the 
waters  of  said  lake  and  'protests 
against  the  diversioB  of  said  waters, 
and  will  resist  the  diversion  contem- 
plated, 88  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of 
the  people  of  this  State."  Assembly 
Joint  Resolution  No.  8.  The  project 
to  divert  the  waters  was  abandoned. 
The  game  le^slature  enacted  a  statute 
forbidding  generally  the  diversion  of 
waters  to  points  outside  the  State 
(Cal.  Stats.  1911,  c.  104,  quoted  infra, 
see.  1432) ;  and  the  Oregon  legislature 


has  just  enacted  that  its  State  engineer 
may  reject  appropriations  in  Oregon 
for  use  in  a  State  which  would  not 
allow  diversions  for  use  m  Oregon. 
Or.  Stats.  1911,  c.  224,  p.  404.  But 
this  Oregon  act  expressly  allows  ap- 
propriations for  use  outside  of  Oregon 
generally.  Nevada  replied  to  the 
California  Resolution  by  itself  resolv- 
ing that  diversion  of  the  Lake  water 
to  Nevada  should  be  allowed  "Not- 
withstanding the  protest  of  the  people 
of  California,  whose  claim  to  those 
waters  we  do  not  concede."  (Nev. 
Stats.  1911,  p.  453.)  Wyoming  passed 
an  act  authorizing  its  attorney  general 
to  take  steps  to  protect  Wyoming's 
rights  upon  interstate  streams.  Wyo. 
Stats.  1911,  c.  43,  p.  57. 

4  Bigelow  V.  Draper,  discussed 
supra,  sec.  172.  See,  also,  Saunders 
V.  Bhiefiold  W.  W.  Co.,  58  Fed.  133, 
and  see  8  Harvard  Law  Review,  138, 
"Power  of  a  State  to  Divert  an  Inter- 
state Stream."  See,  also,  2  Columbia 
Law  Review,  364. 

6  Perkins  County  v.  Graff,  114  Fed. 
441,  52  C.  C.  A.  243  (in  the  United 
States  circuit*  court  of  appeals  for  the 
eighth  eirpiiit  on  appeal  from  the 
United  States  circuit  court  for  the 
district  of  Nebraska). 
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bonds  by  Perkins  county,  Nebrsiska,  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  an  irrigating  canal.  One  paragraph  of  the  syllabus,  as  pre- 
pared by  the  court,  reads  as  fallows:  ** Drawing  water  through 
a  canal  from  one  State  into  another  for 'the  purpose  of  irrigat- 
ing lands  in  the  latter  State  is  not  necessarily  a  violation  of 
the  constitution,  laws,  or  policy  of  the  former  State,  although 
that  State  reserves  all  the  waters  for  itself  and  its  citizens,  so 
far  as  they  are  necessary  for  the  beneficial  uses  to  which  the 
State  and  its  citizens  apply  them."  And  in  the  opinion,  **Wheii 
the  proposition  of  the  irrigation  company  is  carefully  and 
rationally  considered,  it  is  not  obnoxious  to  the  constitution, 
the  laws,  or  the  public  policy  of  the  State  of  Colorado,  and  these 
bonds  cannot  be  defeated  because  the  intention  of  the  company 
was  to  draw  the  waters  to  irrigate  the  lands  of  this  county  from 
without  the  State  of  Nebraska."  The  court  perceived  no  reason 
why  the  appropriation  of  water  might  not  be  made  for  the 
irrigation  of  lands  in  one  State  by  means  of  the  diversion  of 
water  from  a  stream  in  another  State  naturally  flowing  from  the 
latter  State  into  the  former.  Likewise  in  another  case®  a 
declaration  of  State  ownership  was  held  immaterial.  In  this 
case  Sand  Creek  flowed  from  Colorado  into  Wyoming.  Plain- 
tiff diverted  and  used  the  water  in  Wyoming.  Defendant 
diverted  in  Colorado  and  injunction  was  granted,  and  the  fol- 
lowing was  held  to  be  the  law:  "The  right  to  divert  running 
waters  for  irrigating  lands  in  an  arid  country  is  not  controlled 
or  affected  by  political  divisions.    It  is  the  same  in  all  States 

through    which    the    stream   so    diverted    may    pass An 

appropriation  of  Water  in  the  State  of  Wyoming  from  a  stream 
which  rises  in  Colorado  for  irigating  lands  in  Wyoming  is  valid 
as  against  a  subsequent  appropriation  in  Colorado,  from  the 

same  stream  for  irrigating  lands  in  Colorado In  a  suit 

by  settlers  in  Wyoming  on  a  stream  which  rises  in  Colorado 
to  restrain  the  diversion  of  water  from  such  stream  in  Colorado, 
complainants  need  not  aver  or  prove  {hat  the^  have  conformed 
to  police  regulations  of  the  State  of  Wyoming  regulating  the 
distribution  of  water  in  that  State." 

A  careful  examination  of  the  question  of  conflict  of  laws  as 
applied  to  water-rights  was  made  in  the  valuable  case  of 
WiUey  v.  Decker.''   ^The  facts  were  that  the  stream  flowed  from 

e  Hoge  V.  Eaton  (C.  C.  Colo.),  135  7  n   Wyo.  496,   100  Am.  St.  Kep. 

Fed.  411.  939,  73  Pac.  210. 


( 34S  Ch.  16.    WHAT  CAN  BE  APPBOPBIATED.       (3d  ed.)  367 

Montana  to  Wyoming,  and  the  appropriations  involved  were 
all  made  while  both  States  were  Territories,  when  there  was 
no  divided  territorial  sovereignty,  and  before  the  Wyoming 
statute'  covering  the  subject  of  irrigation;  whence  the  court 
found  it  unnecessary  to  consider  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  appropriations  made  under  the  present  laws.  Some  of 
the  plaintiffs  were  both  diverting  and  using  the  water  in  Wyom- 
ing, others  diverting  in  Wyoming  for  use  in  Montana.  Some 
of  the  defendants  (Oberreich)  diverted  in  Wyoming  for  use 
in  Wyoming,  others  diverted  in  Wyoming  for  use  in  Mon- 
tana, and  still  others  diverted  in  Montana  for  use  in  Wyom- 
ing. The  court  takes  pains  to  note  that  no  riparian  rights 
were  asserted  by  the  Montana  claimants,  and  that,  though  they 
might  have  made  such  claim,  it  was  unnecessary  to  consider  such 
rights  because  not  asserted.  The  court  also  notes  that  it  is 
unnecessary  to  decide  what  would  be  the  law  of  interstate  use 
outside  of  a  State  on  a  stream  entirely  within  it  and  not  an 
interstate  stream.  The  Wyoming  court  decided  in  Willey  v. 
Decker  that  Wyoming  and  Montana  appropriators  may  join  in 
a  Wyoming  diversion  to  irrigate  lands  lying  in  both  States; 
also  a  Montana  diversion  for  use  in  Wyoming  will  be  enjoined 
in  Wyoming  where  it  injures  other  Wyoniing  users,  and  like- 
wise a  Montana  or  Wyoming  diversion  for  use  in  Wyoming  will 
be  enjoined  in  Wyoming  where  it  injures  others  who  divert  in 
Wyoming  though  their  use  is  on  Montana  lands.  The  court 
states  the  rule  generally  as  follows:  "The  separation  of  the 
lands  capable  of  irrigation  from  such  streams  by  State  lines  is 
of  no  consequence,  if  We  are  to  consider  merely  the  general 
principles  of  the  doctrine  and  the  reasons  that  called  it  into 
existence.  The  same  necessity  applies  to  the  lands  on  either 
side  of  the  line,  and  the  water  naturally  flows  in  the  channel 
of  the  stream  in  disregard  of  such  line  above  as  well  as  below 
it We  find  nothing,  therefore,  in  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciple of  the  doctrine  of  prior  appropriation  that  he  who  is 
first  in  time  is  first  in  right,  nor  in  the  reasons  that  led  to  the 
establishment  of  the  doctrine,  which  is  opposed  to  the  acquire- 
ment of  a  water-right  for  the  irrigation  of  lands  in  one  State 
by  the  diversion  of  the  water  at  a  point  in  another  State  from 
a  stream   flowing    in    both    States.**    A    declaration    of    State 

S  Stats.  1886,  p.  204,  e.  61. 
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ownership  in  Wyoming  was  here  also  held  immaterial,  as  it 
likewise  was  in  still  another  case .• 

**The  relative  rights,  therefore,  of  appropriators  of  the  water 
of  an  interstate  stream  are  the  same,  whether  the  appropria- 
tions are  all  in  the  same  State,  or  some  in  one  State  and  the 
balance  in  another  State.*'*® 

The  National  Irrigation  Act  **  contains  a  proviso  that  * 'nothing 
herein  shall  in  any  way  aflfect  any  right  of  any  State  or  of  the 
Federal  government  or  of  any  landowner,  appropriator,  or  user 
of  water  in,  to  or  from  any  interstate  stream  or  the  waters 
thereof." 

The  general  principle  of  substantive  law  deducible  from  the 
authorities  is  that  priority  governs  between  appropriators  irre- 
spective of  State  lines,  the  validity  of  each  appropriation  being 
governed,  in  testing  its  priority,  by  the  law  of  the  State  in  which 
the  diversion  is  made,  so  long  as  there  remains  an.  equitable  enjoy- 
ment of  benefits  by  both  States.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  344.  Difficulties  of  Procedure. — ^The  procedure  by  which 
the  foregoing  general  rules  are  to  be  enforced  gives  rise  to 
many  difficult  questions.  Perhaps  it  may  be  a  fair  deductioD 
that  any  court  will  grant  relief  in  personam,  by  injunction  or 
personal  command,  against  all  parties  personally  served  with 
process  within  its  jurisdiction,  and  may,  as  incidental  to  the 
determination  of  the  propriety  of  granting  personal  relief, 
inquire  into  matters  of  title  to  water-rights  whose  situs  is  in 
another  jurisdiction;  but  that  no  couvt,  will  grant  relief  in  renif 
nor  relief  actually  determining  title  to  water-rights  whose 
situs  is  outside  the  jurisdiction,  such  as  a  decree  quieting  title. 

Relief  in  personam,  by  injunction,  has  been  granted  in  Montana 
enjoining  a  Montana  diversion  at  suit  of  an  appropriator  below 
stream  in  another  State — Wyoming.*^    A  decree   apportioning 

8  Morris  V.   Bean,   146   Fed.    425;       for  the  lower  State.     Turley  v.  Par- 
Bean  V.  Morris,  159  Fed.  651,  86  C.       man  (N.  M.),  114  Pac.  278. 
C.  A.  519.  11  Infra,  sec.  1428. 

10  Taylor  v.  Hulett,  15  Idaho,  265,       J^  fg^^  ^*  ^'  ^«»  «*^^  ^'  ^^^ 

ll^^^^T.^''    f^'  ^^  \^'  ft"  ^'J^;  '^  H^^e"  ^'    Jo^««on   (Mont.),  89 

535      It   18,   however,   for   the   upper      ^^^    ^^g     ^^^^.^   ^    ^^    ^^;^ 

State    where   the   point   of   diversion      j^g   Fed.   425,   affirmed   in    Bean  v. 
lies,  to  grant  permit  for  its  use;  not      ^^^^.     ^gg  ^^^  gg^     ^  ^  ^        ^^^ 
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water  between  California  and  Nevada  claimants  has  been  ren- 
dered in  the  United  States  circuit  court  for  the  northern  district 
of  California  upon  a  stream  where  the  acts  complained  of  were 
done  in  California.^^  In  these  cases  the  acts  enjoined  had  been 
done  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  and  to  bring  cases 
within  that  class,  it  is  held  that  where  a  ditch  runs  from  one 
State  into  another,  a  diversion  in  the  upper  State  constitutes, 
by  keeping  the  ditch  dry  throughout  its  course,  an  injury  com- 
mitted in  the  lower  State  also,  constituting  a  wrongful  act 
done  in  the  lower  State  which  the  lower  court  may  enjoin  as 
an  act  done  within  its  own  jurisdiction.^'^  It  seems,  however, 
that  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  act  to  be  enjoined  be  actually 
one  committed  within  the  court's  jurisdiction;  if  it  has  per- 
sonal jurisdiction  over  the  parties,  it  may  enjoin  even  acts 
committed  in  another  jurisdiction  (though  punishment  for  dis- 
obedience can  be  made  only  by  retaining  personal  custody  over 
the  party  or.  his  property  by  sequestration,  or  by  comity  of  the 
neighboring  court).  Thus,  in  the  Salton  Sea  Cases,  arising  out 
of  the  break  of  the  Imperial  Canal  in  Southern  California,  the 
Colorado  River  had  been  dammed  in  Mexico  and  its  waters  car- 
ried by  the  canal  into  California  for  irrigation.  Because  of 
damage  from  the  flooding  of  California  lands  owing  to  a  break 
of  the  canal,  an  injunction  was  awarded  in  California  against 
the  canal  owners,  restraining  them  from  allowing  the  water  so  to 
flow,  though  this  involved  the  doing  of  some  afi^mative  actsT 
in  Mexico.^^  A  court  of  equity  may  issue  its  commands  upon 
the  person  of  all  parties  over  whom  it  has  obtained  actual  per- 
sonal jurisdiction,  whether  this  requires  doing  or  refraining  from 
acts  within  or  outside  its  territorial  jurisdiction,  though 
enforcement  in  the  latter  case  is  more  difficult. 

Bat  the  establishment  of  the  validity  of  rights,  or  decrees  in 
rem,  as  distinguished  from  personal  relief,  or  decrees  in  personam^ 
can  be  made  only  in  the  State  where  the  water-right  has  its 
situs.    The  situs  of  a  riparian  right  is  where  the  riparian  land 

1^  Anderson  ▼.  Bassmsn,  140  Fed.  York  for  injury  to  Now  York  lands 

22.                        •  caused  bj  the  passage  over  them  of 

^  WiUey  v.  Decker,  11  Wyo.  496,  noxious  vapors  created  in  New  Jersey. 

100  Am.  St.  Bep.  939,  73    Pae.  210.  lo  The  Salton  Sea  Cases,  172  Fed. 

Cf.  Buckman  v.  Green,  9  Hun,  225,  820,  97  C.  C.  A.  242. 
holding  that  an  action  lies  in  New 
Water  Bif  hts — 24t 
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lies.^''  The  situs  of  a  right  by  appropriation  would  seem  to  be 
where  the  point  of  diversion  lies,  that  being  where  the  appro- 
priator  has  a  right  to  receive  the  usufruct  of  the  natural 
resource.*^*  So  it  has  been  held  that  courts  of  one  State  cannot 
quiet  title  in  favor  of  water-right  diversions  made  in  another 
State.  Though  an  equitable  action  to  quiet  title  is  only  one  tn 
personam,  yet  it  partakes  of  the  nature  of  an  establishment  of 
right,  and  is  usually  for  this  purpose  treated  as  equivalent  to 
a  decree  in  rem,  to  be  rendered  only  by  the  court  within  whose 
jurisdiction  the  point  of  diversion  lies. 

In  Conant  v.  Deep  Creek  Go.,^  all  parties  both  diverted  and 
used  the  water  outside  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Idaho, 
where  the  decree  under  consideration  was  rendered.  The 
Utah  court  acknowledged  the  right  of  the  Idaho  court,  on  obtain- 
ing personal  jurisdiction,  to  act  by  injunction,  but  denied  the 
efficacy  of  the  decree  in  question  quieting  title,  saying:  **The 
Idaho  courts,  therefore,  have  ample  and  complete  jurisdiction 
to  protect  the  rights  of  respondents  to  have  the  water  which 
they  have  appropriated,  and  which  they  divert  in  Utah,  flow 
through  the  channel  of  the  stream,  and  to  limit  and  determine 
the  rights  of  the  Idaho  proprietors  with  reference  thereto.'* 
The  substantial  effect  of  the  decision  was  that  the  Idaho  court 
was  not  vested  with  jurisdiction  to  determine  as  between  them- 
selves the  right  of  the  several  appropriators  who  diverted  water 
from  the  stream  in  Utah  and  used  the  same  for  irrigating  lands 
in  that  State,  and  to  quiet  their  titles  thereto.  In  this  connec- 
tion, affirming  the  same  point,  the  Wyoming  court  says  in  Willey 
V.  Decker:  **If,  therefore,  a  decree  adjudicating  the  various 
priorities  of  the  parties  would  operate  as  a  decree  quieting  the 
title  to  the  lands  of  plaintiffs  Willey  and  Ellison  in  another 
State,  it  is  quite  obvious  that  it  would  be  beyond  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  court.    But,  for  the  reasons  stated,  we  shall  decline 


17  Under  the  California  constitu- 
tion, an  action  to  quiet  title  must  be 
brought  in  the  county  where  the 
riparian  land  lies.  Miller  ▼.  Madera 
etc.  Co.,  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22 
L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  391. 

17ft  The  situs  of  an  appropriative 
water-right  is  in  the  State  where  the 
point  of  diversion  lies  (Colorado),  and 
not  in  the  lower  State  (New  Mexico), 


where  lands  are  to  be  irrigated,  al- 
though the  stream  flows  into  the  lat- 
ter; and  the  New  Mexico  Territorial 
Engineer  has  no  jurisdiction  over 
licensing  such  Colorado  diversions. 
That  is  for  Colorado  to  do,  it  is 
held  in  Turley  v.  Furman  (N.  M.), 
114  Pac.  278. 

IS  23  Utah,  627,  90  Am.  St  Bep. 
721,  66  Pac  188. 
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it  this  time  to  go  into  the  matter  further.''^  It  has  been  held 
that  Colorado  will  not  decree  rights  for  use  in  New  Mexico 
though  diverted  in  Colorado,^  stating  that  the  question  was  of 
first  impression  in  Colorado. 

While  it  is  thus  generally  stated  that  courts  of  one  jurisdic- 
tion will  not  undertake  to  establish  the  validity  of  water-rights 
whose  situs  (the  point  of  diversion,  in  cases  of  appropriation) 
lies  in  another  State,  yet  it  has  been  held  that  the  court  may 
examine  into  such  rights  to  inform  itself,  when  called  upon  to 
give  merely  personal  or  local  relief.  Thus,  where  a  court  (in 
Nevada)  has  obtained  personal  jurisdiction  over  all  parties, 
and  an  action  is  brought  to  quiet  title  to  rights  within  its 
jurisdiction  (Nevada)  against  claims  outside  its  jurisdiction 
(above  stream  in  California),  and  the  outside  claimants  file  a 
cross-complaint  setting  up  their  rights  and  asking  to  have  them 
quieted,  the  court  in  Nevada  has  power  to  quiet  title  to  the 
Nevada  rights,  but  not  to  the  California  rights;  yet,  in  order 
to  advise  its  discretion  regarding  the  validity  of  the  Nevada 
claims  it  may  examine  into  the  California  defense,  though  this 
involves  passing  upon  the  California  claims.  Such  action  can- 
not settle  the  California  rights  even  if  found  valid,  but  can  be 
the  basis  for  granting  or  refusing  a  decree  quieting  title  in 
favor  of  the  Nevada  claims.  This  is  the  holding  in  Rickey  v. 
Miller."  It  was  further  therein  held  that  after  the  Nevada 
Federal  court  had  entertained  the  case  upon  this  ground,  the 
Califomians  would  be  enjoined  from  beginning  a  suit  in  the 
California  State  court  to  get  the  decree  quieting  title  which 
the  court  in  Nevada  declares  itself  unable  to  give  him  even  if 
entitled  thereto.  The  case  was  affirmed  in  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States.^^ 

This  case  has  been  followed  recently  in  Idaho.  In  Taylor  v. 
Hulett^  appellant's  appropriation,  diversion,  and  place  of  use 


»  WiUey  v.  Decker,  11  Wyo.  496, 
100  Am.  St.  Bep.  939,  73  Pac.  210. 

»  Lamson  v.  Vailea,  27  Colo.  201, 
«1  Pae.  231. 

«  152  Fed.  14,  81  C.  C.  A.  207, 
nying:  "Thoagh  the  Nevada  court  is 
Bot  authorised  or  empowered  to  settle 
the  riffhts  of  the  parties  in  the  State 
of  GaUfomia,  it  may  look,  neverthe- 
less, under  the  defensive  answer^  to 
the  appropriation  in  the  State  of  Cali- 


fornia, to  ascertain  and  determine 
whether  such  appropriation  is  prior 
and  paramount  to  the  complainant's 
appropriation,  and,  if  not,  then  to  set- 
tle and  quiet  complainant's  title  and 
rights  thereto."  Approved  in  218 
U.  S.  258,  31  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  11. 

22  Rickey    etc.    Co.    v.    Miller,    218 
TJ.  8.  258,  31  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  11. 

23  15    Idaho,   265,   97   Pac.   39,    19 
L.  R.  A.|  N.  S.,  535. 
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were  all  within  Idaho.  The  respondents  were  up  the  stream. 
above  appellant,  and  their  diversion  and  place  of  use  were  all 
within  the  State  of  .Wyoming.  Held,  the  Idaho  courts  after  per- 
sonal service  of  process  on  the  respondents  and  their  appearance 
in  the  court  can  determine  the  priorities  between  the  parties, 
and  adjudicate  and  decree  appellant's  rights,  and  enjoin  respond- 
ents from  interfering  with  such  rights.  The  fact  that  respond- 
ent's claim  lies  in  Wyoming  does  not  oust  the  Idaho  court  of 
jurisdiction  to  quiet  title  to  the  Idaho  rights  against  him,  and 
to  enjoin  him,  though  such  injunction  can  be  enforced  only  by 
getting  an  ancillary  decree  from  the  courts  of  Wyoming,  where 
he  resides.  The  court  said:  **This  action,  to  quiet  appellant's 
title,,  should  be  maintained  in  the  jurisdiction  to  which  the  res 
or  subject  matter  is  situated.^^  If,  however,  in  ascertaining  and 
determining  appellant's  rights,  it  becomes  necessary  to  also 
inquire  into  and  ascertain  the  rights  and  priorities  of  the 
respondents  on  the  same  stream  as  a  defensive  issue,  that  certainly 
can  and  will  be  done  by  a  court  of  equity,  although  the  res  or 
subject  matter  involved  in  the  issue  and  constituting  the  defense 
be  situated  beyond  the  State  line  and  in  another  jurisdiction."^ 
Unless  some  such  rule  were  adopted,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
decree  rights  or  quiet  title  upon  interstate  streams,  since  the 
jurisdiction  of  Federal  districts  as  well  as  State  courts  is  usually 
separated  by  State  lines,  and  there  would  be  no  single  court  hav- 
ing jurisdiction  over  both  sets  of  claims  territorially. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  345.  Oonclusions  Regarding  Interstate  Streams. — ^The  mat- 
ter is  now  in  a  stage  of  development,  and  any  conclusions  must 
be  tentative  only.  We  suggest  the  following  drawn  from  the 
foregoing  authorities : 

(a)  Between  States,  each  is  entitled  to  have  for  its  prosperity 
an  equitable  apportionment  of  benefits  from  an  interstate  stream. 
Consequently,  control  of  interstate  streams  is  likely  to  gravitate 
toward  the  foimation  of  joint  commissions  between  the  States 
to  supervise  their  use  and  make  regulations. 

24  Citing  Carpenter  v.  Strange,  141  Rep.  802,  15  Atl.  379,  1  L.  R.  A  79. 

U.  S.  87,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  960,  35  L.  25  Citing  Willey  v.  Decker,  11  Wyo. 

Ed.  640;  Nelson  v.  Porter,  50  N.  J.  496,   100  Am.  St.  Rep.  939,  73  Pac, 

L.    324,    15     Atl.    375;     Lindley    v.  210;   Rickey  Land  etc.  Co.  v.  Miller 

O'Reilly,  50  N.  J.  L.  636,  7  Am.  St.  et  al.,  152  Fed.  11,  81  C.  a  A.  207. 
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(b)  Between  riparian  owners  in  one  State  having  rights  iat 
common  law  and  appropriators  in  another  State  having  rights 
under  the  law  of  appropriation,  an  equitable  apportionment  will 
be  made  between  the  two  as  classes,  leaving  each  individual  to 
share  in  the  use  apportioned  to  his  class  according  to  the  law  of 
the  State  wherein  his  right  lies. 

(c)  Between  appropriators  in  different  States,  priority  governs 
irrespective  of  State  boundaries.  The  separation  of  a  stream  by 
State  lines  does  not  lessen  the  right  to  make  an  appropriation 
upon  it  in  a  State  where  appropriation  is  allowed,  and  an  appro- 
priation thus  made  is,  in  the  absence  of  express  prohibitory 
statute,  independent  of  the  place  to  which  the  water  is  conducted, 
though  it  be  outside  the  State ;  provided  there  remains  an  equitable 
division  of  benefits  between  the  two  States. 

(d)  Relief  of  a  personal  nature  (as,  for  example,  injunction) 
will  be  given  by  the  court  of  any  State  which  has  obtained  per- 
sonal jurisdiction  over  the  parties  to  the  controversy,  whether  this 
requires  doing  or  refraining  from  doing  acts  within  or  with- 
out the  court's  territorial  jurisdiction. 

(e)  Relief  of  a  real  nature,  or  in  rem,  or  as  final  adjudication 
of  rights  (and  quieting  title  is  so  regarded)  will  not  be  granted 
by  a  court  with  regard  to  water-rights  whose  situs  is  outside 
its  territorial  jurisdiction,  but  the  court  will  give  such  relief 
regarding  all  rights  whose  situs  is  within  its  jurisdiction.  And 
further,  as  incidental  to  quieting  title  within  its  jurisdiction,  or 
to  granting  purely  personal  relief,  the  court  may  inquire  into 
water-rights  whose  situs  is  outside,  and  advise  itself  thereon ;  and 
even  though  it  cannot  settle  the  validity  or  invalidity  thereof, 
may  make  its  conclusion  concerning  them  the  basis  of  discretionary 
action  regarding  the  relief  to  which  the  inquiry  was  incidental. 


C.    STANDING  AND  DIFFUSED  WATER. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  346.  Lakes -and  Ponds.*— Whether  waters  of  a  lake  or  pond 
can  be  appropriated  is  seldom  discussed.  The  cases  almost 
invariably  speak  only  of  water  flowing  in  watercourses.^ 

The  recent  statutes  in  the  arid  States  usually  expressly  include 
lakes,  or  else  contain  such  general  words  as  **all  waters  of  the 

1  See,   also,   infra,    sec.    728.     See  2  Such  also  is  the  language  of  Cal. 

Idaiw  State.  1911,  c.  230.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1410. 
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State,"  or  **all  streams  and  water  sources,"  which  would  cover 
the  matter.  In  California,  however,  the  statute^  speaks  only  of 
streams  and  running  water.  However,  riparian  rights  attached 
at  common  lav  to  lakes  and  ponds.  The  law  of  appropriation  is 
assumed  likewise  to  apply  to  them,  though  the  point  is  not 
specifically  raised.*  It  is  probable  that  lake  water  may  be  appro- 
priated in  California  as  elsewhere,  though  not  mentioned  in  Civil 
Code,  section  1410,  for  the  California  court  has  said  (in  another 
connection)  that  that  section  is  not  exhaustive  of  the  kinds  of 
water  that  can  be  appropriated.*^  The  California  court  has  said 
since  the  above  was  written  (in  the  first  edition) :  **We  think  the 
better  doctrine  in  respect  to  the  character  of  a  stream  from  which 
the  statute  provides  for  appropriations  is  that  it  is  not  necessary 
that  the  stream  should  continue  to  flow  to  the  sea,  or  to  a  junction 
with  some  other  stream.  It  is  sufficient  if  there  is  a  flowing  stream; 
and  the  fact  that  it  ends  either  in  a  swamp,  in  a  sandy  wash  in 
which  the  water  disappears,  or  in  a  lake  in  which  it  accumulated 
upon  the  surface  of  the  ground,  will  not  defeat  the  right  to  make 
the  statutory  appropriation  therefrom,  and  we  can  see  no  reason 
why  the  appropriation,  in  such  a  case,  may  not  be  made  from  the 
lake  in  which  the  stream  terminates,  and  which  therefore  consti- 
tutes a  part  of  it,  as  well  as  from  any  other  part  of  the  water- 
course. "•  Upon  a  second  appeal  it  was  held  (modifying  the 
above  somewhat)  to  be  a  question  of  fact  whether  the  lake  was 
part  of  the  stream,  and  not  one  of  lawJ 


8  Civ.  Code,  1410. 

4  Weaver  v.  Eureka  etc.  Co.,  15  Cal. 
271,  and  Osgood  v.  El  Dorado  etc. 
Co.,  56  Cal.  571;  a  dictum  to  the 
same  effect  appears  in  Baxter  v.  Gil- 
bert, 125  Cal.  580,  58  Pac.  129,  374. 

5  Katz  V.  Walkinshaw,  141  Cal.  116, 
99  Am.  St.  Rep.  35,  70  Pac.  663,  74 
Pac.  766,  64  L.  R.  A.  236.  The  ap- 
propriation of  the  waters  of  a  lake 
was  upheld  in  Cole  v.  Richards  Irr. 
Co.,  27  Utah,  205,  101  Am.  St.  Rep. 
f62,  75  Pac.  376.  See,  also,  Pomeroy 
on  Riparian  Rights,  sec.  51.  As- 
sumed in  Kinney  on  Irrigation, 
passim, 

6  Duckworth  v.  Watsonville  etc.  Co., 
150  Cal.  520,  89  Pac.  338. 

7  Duckworth  v.  Watsonville  Co.,  158 
Cal.  206,  110  Pac.  927. 

In  a  case  involving,  not  the  law  of 
appropriation,  but  the  law  of  riparian 


rights,  it  was  said  (Turner  t.  James 
CAnal  Co.  (1909),  155  Cal.  82,  132 
Am.  St.  Rep.  59,  99  Pac.  520,  22  L. 
R.  A.,  N.  S.,  401,  17  Ann.  Cas.  823) : 
"In  Duckworth  v.  Watsonville  etc.  Co., 
supra,  the  question  was  suggested 
'Whether  the  right  existed  to  make  an 
appropriation  of  the  waters  of  a  lake, 
under  the  code  which  refers  onlr 
to  'running  water'  (Civ.  Code,  see. 
1410),  but  as  it  was  held  that  the 
finding  that  there  was  a  running 
stream  was  sustained  by  the  evidence, 
there  was  no  decision  further  than  to 
hold  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  a 
right  of  appropriation  under  the  eode 
that  the  stream  should  run  to  the  sea 
or  to  a  junction  with  some  other 
watercourse.  This  point  has  no  bear- 
ing on  riparian  rights.  It  w^as  also 
held  that  one  owning  land  upon  an 
outlet  of  a  lake,  but  not  on  the  bke 
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As  to  rights  in  artificial  ponds  or  reservoirs  caused  by  damming 
a  river,  reference  is  made  to  a  previous  chapter.® 

Lakes  differ  from  streams  in  the  feature  that  one  is  standing 
while  the  other  is  running.  For  streams,  a  flow  is  the  chief 
characteristic;  for  lakes,  a  sta^  or  head.  If  the  law  of  priority 
is  to  be  applied  to  lakes,  subsequent  surplus  appropriations  must 
rest  upon  the  question  how  they  affect  the  prior  claimant's  stand 
or  head  of  water,  not  its  flow.  He  has  a  right  to  prevent  any 
subsequent  taking  which  would  lower  the  head  below  the  intake 
of  his  pumps  or  otherwise  increase  the  cost  of  pumping.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  347.  Flood  or  Storm  or  Surface  Waters. — ^In  many  parts  of 
the  West — especially  in  the  desert  regions — rainfall  is  scanty 
while  evaporation  is  great.  Most  of  the  rain  descends  in  very 
heavy  local  storms  (frequently  heavy  thunderstorms),  which  give 
rise  to  short-lived  torrents,  sometimes  of  great  volume.  As  a 
result  a  dry  wash  will  suddenly  fill  with  a  stream  twenty  feet 
deep,  advancing  in  successive  high  waves,  the  flow  lasting  a  few 
hours,  then  rapidly  subsiding;  and  perhaps  the  wash  would  not 
contain  water  again  for  several  years.  In  such  occurrences,  the 
water  will  spread  out  when  it  reaches  the  bottom  of  the  wash  and 
flood  much  lowland.*^ 

The  decisions  are  in  conflict  upon  the  subject  of  whether  over- 
flow or  flood  waters  entering  a  channel  carrying  a  permanent 
river  are  to  be  treated  as  surface  waters  or  as  part  of  the  water- 
course, says  the  Montana  court,^^  adding  that  in  Indiana,  Missouri, 
Kansas,  Nebraska  and  Washington  the  former  is  held,^  and  in 


itself,  which  outlet  was  dry  for  a  con- 
siderable part  of  each  season,  could 
not  take  water  from  the  lake  above, 
during  such  dry  period,  to  use  on  his 
land  upon  the  outlet  below.  This  was 
not,  as  counsel  suggests,  based  on  the 
faet  that  there  was  no  flowing  water 
ID  the  outlet  at  such  times,  but  on 
the  fact  that  it  then  contained  no 
water  at  all." 

8  Supra,  sec.  32. 

•  Duckworth  v.  Watsonville  Co., 
158  Cal.  206,  110  Pac.  927.  Unless 
the  subsequent  appropriator  compen- 
sates him  (by  condemnation  under 
power  of  eminent  domain)  for  expense 
of  changing  apparatus.  Salt  Liake 
City  V.  Gardner  (Utah),  114  Pac.  147. 


Becent  statutes  require  consent  of 
State  Engineer  before  drainage  of 
lakes  is  permitted.  Neb.  Stats.  1909, 
p.  525;  S.  D.  Stats.  1909,  c.  102. 

10  The  writer  witnessed  such  a  flood 
in  Tonopah,  Nevada,  some  years  ago, 
which,  after  leaving  the  hills,  reached 
a  flat  where  the  town  lies  and  sent 
a  stream  of  water  two  feet  d,eep 
down  the  main  street.  It  disappeared 
inside  of  two  days,  but  it  was  a  week 
before  the  railway  washouts  could  be 
repaired  and  fresh  provisions  could 
be  brought  into  camp.  - 

11  Fordham  v.  Northern  Pac.  Ry. 
Co.,  30  Mont.  421,  104  Am.  St.  Rep. 
729,  76  Pac.  1040,  66  L.  R.  A.  556. 

12  Citing  eases. 
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Georgia,  Ohio,  Iowa,  Virginia,  Minnesota,  South  Carolina,  "Wis- 
consin and  Tennessee  the  latter  is  held,^  while  in  California  prob- 
ably the  former."  The  Montana  court  holds  that  it  is  a  ques- 
tion of  fact  in  each  case,  depending  chiefly  upon  whether  con- 
tinuity is  or  is  not  permanently  broken.  The  California  rule  has, 
however,  been  recently  held  to  be  the  latter — ^the  flood  water  is 
part  of  the  stream — though  the  decisions  hitherto  conflicted.'* 
The  California  court  recently  said:  "And  when  such  usually 
recurring  floods  or  freshets  are  accustomed  to  swell  the  banks  of 
a  river  beyond  the  low-water  mark  of  dry  seasons  and  overflow 
them,  but  such  waters  flow  in  a  continuous  body  with  the  rest  of 
the  water  in  the  stream  and  along  well-deflned  boundaries,  they 
constitute  a  single  natural  watercourse.  ....  Where  the  stream 
usually  flows  in  a  continuous  current,  the  fact  that  the  water  of 
the  stream,  on  account  of  the  level  character  of  the  land,  spreads 
over  a  large  area  without  apparent  banks  does  not  affect  its 
character  as  a  watercourse."  ^* 

The  overflow  waters  of  a  stream,  especially  where  they  run  in  a 
well-deflned  course,  and  again  unite  with  the  stream  at  a  lower 
point,  must  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  the  watercourse  frpm  which 
the  overflow  comes,  and  cannot  be  regarded  or  dealt  with  as  surface 
water."  So  it  has  been  held  that,  when  surface  waters  collect  into 
a  pond,  which  is  of  a  permanent  character,  they  cease  to  be  surface 
waters.^  Even  surface  water  becomes  a  natural  watercourse  at 
the  i)oint  where  it  begins  to  form  a  reasonably  well-defined  chan- 
nel, with  bed,  and  banks,  or  sides,  and  current,  although  the  stream 
itself  may  be  very  small  and  the  water  may  not  flow  continuously.'* 
The  question  is  not  to  be  determined  alone  from  the  origin  of  the 
water,  for  streams  may  be  composed  wholly  of  surface  water  or 
that  which  falls  in  the  shape  of  rain  or  snow.^ 


IB  Citing  eases. 

14  See  the  leading  English  case  of 
Broadbent  v.  Bamsbotham,  11  Ex. 
602. 

15  Infra,  riparian  rights,  sec.  825, 
where  the  matter  is  chiefly  involved. 

16  Miller  v.  Madera  etc.  Co.,  155 
Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22  L.  R.  A,, 
N.  S.,  391;  accord.  Town  of  Jeffer- 
son V.  Hicks,  23  Okl.  684,  102  Pac. 
79;  Broadway  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Leaven- 
worth Co.,  81  Kan.  616,  106  Pac. 
1034.  See  Cook  v.  Seabord  etc.  Co., 
107  Va.  32,  122  Am.  St.  Rep.  825,  57 
S.  E.  564,  10  L.  E.  A.,  N.  S.,  966. 


17  Brinegar  v.  Copass,  77  Neb.  241, 
109  N.  W.  173. 

18  Schaefer  v.  Marthaler,  34  Minn. 
487,  57  Am.  Rep.  73,  26  X.  W.  726; 
Alcorn  v.  Sadler,  66  Miss.  221.  5 
South.  694;  Rait  v.  Furrow,  74  Kan. 
101,  85  Pac.  934,  6  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S., 
157. 

li  Churchill  v.  Lauer,  84  CaL  233, 
24  Pac.  107. 

20  Rait  V.  Furrow,  74  Kan.  101, 
85  Pac.  934,  6  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  157; 
Palmer  v.  Waddell,  22  Kan.  352. 

"When  the  surface  waters  which 
fall    upon    the    watershed    of    Pond 
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The  foregoing  is  given  as  a  matter  of  definition,  upon  which 
cases  seem  fairly  agreed ;  namely,  that  after  storm  or  flood  waters 
.  have  once  reached  the  channel  of  a  living  stream  they  are  a  part 
of  the  watercourse,  and  cannot  be  taken  out  of  the  channel  above 
lower  claimants  on  the  watercourse  otherwise  than  any  other  part 
of  the  stream  could. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  348.  Drainage  of  Surface  Water.^But  while,  having  once 
reached  the  channel  of  a  living  stream,  the  storm  or  flood  or  seep- 
age waters  are  a  part  of  the  watercourse,  yet  until  they  actually 
so  reach  it,  or  if,  having  reached  a  natural  depression,  there  is 
never  any  regular  flow  therein  so  as  to  constitute  a  watercourse, 
the  foregoing  does  not  apply  I  the  waters  are  simply  surface  water. 
Such  water  is  not  governed  by  the  law  of  •watercourses.  With^ 
respect  to  such  casual  water  in  no  definite  channel  (or,  if  in  a 
channel,  with  no  definite  flow),  the  question  is  usually  how  to  get 
rid  of  it.  In  this  respect  the  rule  is  different  at  civil  law  and  at 
common  law ;  and  some  jurisdictions  adopt  one  of  these  rules  and 
some  the  other.^^  The  civil  law  is  that  the  rights  of  the  parties 
are  determined  by  natural  situation,  so  that  the  owner  of  land  at 
a  higher  level  has  an  easement,  over  the  lower  land  of  a  neighbor, 
to  have  the  surface  water  pass  off  natufally,  which  the  lower  owner 
mast  not  obstruct ;  the  common  law  recognizes  no  such  easement, 
but  calls  surface  water  a  ** common  enemy"  which  the  lower  owner, 
may  keep  from  coming  from  upper  lands,  and  which  either  owner 
may  get  rid  of  as  best  he  can  (provided,  under  either  rule,  there 
is  no  artificial  accumulation  thereof  discharged  upon  another's 
landj.a 


Creek  nltimatelj  gather  and  collect  in 
the  channel  of  that  stream,  they  lose 
their  character  as  surface  water  and 
t<ecome  the  waters  of  a  watercourse, 
and  when  they  overflow  the  bank  op- 
posite the  townsite  and  pursue  a  gen- 
eral course  back  into  the  same  water- 
course, or  into  another  watercourse, 
althoogh  they  do  not  follow  a  chan- 
cel with  well-defined  banks,  they  con- 
tinue flood  waters  of  the  watercourse 
and  do  not  become  surface  water." 
Town  of  Jefferson  v.  Hicks  (1909),  . 
23  OkL  684,  102  Pac.  79. 

Protection  of  lands  from  overflow. 
See  Cal  Stats.   1909,    chapter    222, 


providing    for    the    organization    of 
storm  water  districts. 

21  See  Ogbum  v.  Conners,  46  Cal. 
346,  13  Am.  Bep.  213,  and  McDaniel 
V.  Cummings,  83  Cal.  515,  23  Pac. 
795,  8  L.  B.  A.  575,  setting  this 
forth. 

22  Arisona. — The  common  law,  sem- 
hle,  Kroeger  v.  Twin  Buttes  etc.  Co. 
(Ariz.),  114  Pac.  553. 

California  adopts  the  civil-law  rule, 
having  done  so  by  inadvertence, 
but  holding  to  it  now  as  a  rule  of 
property.  Ogburn  v.  Conners,  46  Cal. 
346,  13  Am.  Bep.  213  j  McDaniel  v. 
Cummings,  83  Cal.  615,  23  Pac.  795, 
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The  common-law  rule  that  a  man  may  rid  himself  of  surface 
water  as  best  he  may  is  being  to-day  modified  by  a  qualification 
that  the  mode  adopted  must  be  a  reasonable  use  of  his  own  land 
and  not  arbitrary  or  excessive,  similarly  to  the  new  rule  regarding 
diffused  percolating  water .^  Another  recent  tendency  is  to  give 
the  State  Engineer  supervision  over  drainage.^* 

Questions  of  drainage  were  formerly  of  infrequent  occurrence 
in  the  West.^  But  to-day,  paradoxical  as  it  may  seem,  irrigation 
is  bringing  them  into  importance;  for  irrigation  water  accumu- 
lates upon  lower  lands  by  seepage  from  higher  lands,  and  in  ex- 
tensively irrigated  regions  the  lower  lands  are  becoming  water- 
logged, causing  a  serious  problem.^    Consequently  statutes  are 


8  L.  B.  A.  575 ;  Wood  v.  Moulton,  146 
Cal.  317,  80  Pac.  92;  Cederburg  v. 
Dutra,  3  Cal.  App.  572, -86  Pae.  838; 
MeigB  V.  Pinkham  (Cal.  1910),  112 
Pac.  883;  Galbreath  v.  Hopkins  (Cal. 
1911),  113  Pac.  174. 

Colorado. — Which  rule  ia  in  force  in 
Colorado  seems  to  be  left  open  in 
Canon  City  etc.  Co.  v.  Oxtoby  (1909), 
45  v>olo.  214,  100  Pac.  1127. 

Idaho, — See  Teeter  v.  Nampa  etc. 
Irr.  Dist.  (Idaho),  114  Pac.  8. 

Kansas. — The  common-law  rule  gov- 
erns. City  of  Paola  v.  Gyman 
(1909),  80  Kan.  702,  103  Pac.  83. 
See  Johnston  y.  Hay  re  (Kan.),  109 
Pac.  1075. 

Nebraska. — See  Kane  v,  Bowden, 
85  Neb.  347,  123  N.  W.  94. 

Oklahoma. — The  common-law  and 
not  the  ciyil-law  rule  is  adopted  in 
Oklahoma.  Chicago  By.  v.  Groves,  20 
Okl.  101,  93  Pac.  755,  22  L.  B.  A., 
N.  S.,  802 ;  Davis  v.  Frey,  14  Okl.  340, 
78  Pac.  180,  69  L.  B.  A.  460;  Cole 
V.  Missouri  Co.,  20  Okl.  227,  94  Pac. 
540,  15  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  268;  Town 
of  Jefferson  v.  Hicks  (1909),  23  Okl. 
684,  102  Pac.  79. 

Oregon. — Whether  the  common-law 
or  civil-law  rule  of  surface  waters  pre- 
vails in  Oregon  has  not  been  decided 
up  to  the  decision  in  Price  v.  Oregon 
etc.  Co.,  47  Or.  350,  83  Pac.  843.  See 
Kane  v.  Littleficld,  48  Or.  299,  86 
Pac.  544. 

South  DaJcota. — See  Anderson  v. 
Drake  (S.  D.),  123  N.  W.  673. 

Washitigton. — See  Peters  v.  Lewis, 
33  Wash.  617,  74  Pac.  815. 


Wyoming. — See  Ladd  v.  Bedle,  12 
Wyo.  362,  75  Pac.  691. 

Concerning  damage  caused  by 
floods,  see,  also,  a  later  section. 
Infra,  sec.  461  et  seq. 

*^i  See  Sheehan  v.  J<lynn,  58  Minn. 
436,  61  N.  W.  462,  26  L.  B.  A.  632. 

24  E.  g..  Neb.  Stats.  1909,  p.  525; 
S.  D.  Stats.  1909,  c.  102. 

25  "In  a  dry  and  arid  climate, 
where  irrigation  is  necessary  in  order 
to  cultivate  the  soil,  the  question  as 
to  the  rights  of  the  proprietors  of 
upper  and  lower  lands  in  regard  to 
the  waste  water  has  seldom  arisen, 
because,  as  a  general  rule,  the  lower 
landowner  is  willing  to  receive,  dis- 
pose of,  and  profit  by  the  use  of  all 
water  flowing  from  the  upper  lands  of 
another  in  irrigating  his  own  land. 
It  18  seldom  that  any  landowner  in 
this  State  has  occasion  to  complain 
of  too  much  water."  Boynton  v. 
Longley,  19  Nev.  69,  3  Am.  St.  Bep. 
781,  6  Pac.  437. 

20  In  the  Beport  of  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  for  1909  (page  97)  it 
is  said:  "Among  the  most  important 
investigations  in  drainage  are  those 
which  are  conducted  upon  irrigated 
lands.  For  years  it  has  been  luiown 
that  some  irrigated  fields  easily  become 
swamps,  while  the  productiveness  oi 
others  is  ruined  by  the  accumulation 
of  injurious  alkali.  The  lands  which 
are  most  easily  irrigated  by  water 
from  the  mountain  streams,  and  which 
.  are  surprisingly  productive  when  first 
reclaimed  from  a  desert  condition,  not 
infrequently  become  noisome  bogs  or 
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being  passed  for  organization  of  drainage  districts  upon  the  same 
lines  as  irrigation  districts.' 

Some  further  consideration  of  this  is  given  elsewhere .• 


(3d  ed.) 

§  349.    Use  of  Surface  Water. — Diffused  surface  water  cannot 

be  appropriated  against   the   landowner  on  whose  land  it  lies.' 

Its  presence  and  movements  are  too  capricious  to  found  any  right 

upon  distinct  from  the  land  where  it  is  gathered,  and  such  water 

is  owned  by  the  owner  of  the  land  where  it  happens  to  lie.* 


alkaline  wastes  after  a  few  years  of 
cultivation    under   copious   irrigation. 
This  is  true   of   a  portion  of  every 
irrigated  valley  in  the  West.     Utah 
contains  not  less  than  150,000  acres  of 
sneh  land;  Colorado,  75,000;  Califor- 
nia,     100,000;      Nevada,      250,000; 
Wyoming,   50,000;    Montana,   60,000; 
Idaho,  40,000,  all  having  been  once 
cultivated    and   still  having  valuable 
water-rights.     These  are  conservative 
estimates,  showing  the  gravity  of  the 
situation,  and  when  considered  from 
the  point  of  the  owners  particularly 
emphasize    the   importance    of    using 
preventive  as  well  as  curative  meas- 
nres  in   the    treatment   of   saturated 
lands    which     are    under    irrigation. 
....  One    drain    should    be    placed 
along  the  upper  edge  of  the  wet  land 
approximately  across  the  surface  slope 
and  sufficiently  deep  to  intercept  the 
underflow  from  the  higher  land.    Fre- 
quently this  depth  must  be  from  five 
to  seven  feet.    The  drain  may  be  a 
large  open  ditch,  a  covered  lumber-box 
drain,  or  a  large  pipe,  according  as 
may  be   expedient   in   such   locality. 
Where  the   land   lies   in  a  series  of 
lenches,    drains   should    parallel    the 
upper  border  of  each  bench.,    A  few 
drains   are    usually    required    in    the 
lower  parts   of  the  fields   to   remove 
surplus  water   which   is   supplied   di- 
rectly by  irrigation  or  rainfall.    These 
should  be  located  in  the  depression, 
hut  should  not  be  constructed   until 
the  intercepting  drains  have  cut  off 
the    supply    from    outside    sources." 
The  cost,   it   is   said,   will   be   about 
fifteen    to     twenty-five     dollars     per 
acre.    Other   plans  for  drainage  are 
given.    See,   also,   Farmers'   Bulletin, 
373,  TJ.   8.   Dept.   of    Agriculture. 


It  has  been  said  that  a  difficulty 
has  arisen  under  the  national  irriga- 
tion projects  because  these  sometimes 
did  not  provide  drainage  systems.  See 
45  Cong.  Bee.   2889. 

1  Colorado,  Laws  1909,  e.  161,  pro- 
viding for  drainage  districts;  Bev. 
Stats.  1909,  sec.  3188  et  seq.;  Laws 
1903,  p.  209  et  seq.  Nevada,  Stats. 
1911,  c.  134.  Oregon,  Stats.  1911,  c. 
241,  p.  424;  Stats.  1911,  c.  172,  p.  256. 
Washington,  Stats.  1911,  c.  97.  Wyom- 
ing, Stats.  1911,  c.  95,  p.  139. 

3  Infra,  sec.  462,  damage  from 
floods,  etc. 

-  8  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  10 
Pac.  674;  Jacob  v.  Lorenz,  98  Cal. 
332,  at  339,  33  Pac.  119;  Los  An- 
geles Assn.  V.  Los  Angeles,  103  Cal. 
461,  37  Pac.  375;  Sianguinetti  v. 
Pock,  136  Cal.  466,  89  Am.  St.  Rep. 
169,  69  Pae.  98. 

4  Ibid,,  and  compare  the  French 
Law,  as  given  in  "Droit  Civile  Fran- 
cais,"  by  Aubrey  ft  Rau,  4th  ed., 
vol.  3,  p.  43:  "Concerning  rain 
water  falling  on  private  land.  These 
waters  belonged  by  right  of  accession 
and  entirely  independent  of  the  fact 
of  actual  use,  to  the  owner  of  the 
land  on  which  they  fall.  He  may 
dispose  of  them  as  he  pleases, 
whether  by  retaining  them  on  his 
land,  or  by  letting  others  take  them, 
or  by  letting  them  take  their  natural 
course  to  lower  lands."  ("Des  eaux 
pluviales  tombant  sur  un  terrain 
priv6.  Ces  eaux  appartiennent  par 
droit  d'accession,  et  ind^pendament 
de  tout  fait  d'occupation,  au  pro- 
pri^taire  du  terrain  sur  lequel  elles 
tombent.  II  pent  en  disposer  k  son 
gr6,   soit   en   les    retenant    dans   son 
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The  English  cases  have  gone  into  this  quite  thoroughly.  la 
Rawstron  v.  Taylor '^  it  was  held  that,  in  the  case  of  common 
surface  water  flowing  in  no  definite  channel,  the  landowner  was 
entitled  to  get  rid  of  it  in  any  way  he  pleased,  although  he  cut  it 
oflf  from  plaintiff's  mill  which  it  had  supplied.  In  Broadbent  v. 
Ramsbotham  •  it  was  decided  that  a  landowner  has  a  right  to  im- 
pound surface  water  which  flows  over  his  land  in  no  definite 
channel,  although  the  water  is  thereby  prevented  from  reaching 
a  brook,  the  stream  of  which  had  for  more  than  fifty  years 
worked  the  plaintiff's  mill.  Baron  Alderson,  in  delivering  the 
judgment  of  the  court  in  that  case,  says:''  **No  doubt,  all  the 
water  falling  from  heaven,  and  shed  upon  the  surface  of  a  hill 
at  the  foot  of  whch  a  brook  runs,  must,  by  the  natural  force  of 
gravity,  find  its  way  to  the  bottom,  and  so  into  the  brook;  but 
this  does  not  prevent  the  owner  of  the  land  on  which  this  water 
falls  from  dealing  with  it  as  he  may  please,  and  appropriating 
it.  He  cannot,  it  is  true,  do  so  if  the  water  has  arrived  at  and 
is  flowing  in  some  natural  channel  already  formed.  But  he  has 
a  perfect  right  to  appropriate  it  before  it  arrives  at  such  chan- 
nel." 

All  the  many  cases  already,  cited  considering  whether  there 
was  or  was  not  a  watercourse  held  that  if  there  was  not  a  water- 
course, but  only  diffused  surface  water,  neither  the  law  of 
riparian  rights  nor  th«  law  of  permanent  rights  by  priority  of 
appropriation  applies.  '  This  is  because,  as  set  forth  in  the  first 
part  of  this  book,  streams  are  natural  resources  of  permanent  con- 
tinuance due  to  nature,  while  surface  water  is  not  a  permanent 
thing  nor  definite  in  character.  Anyone  receiving  such  water  is 
subject  to  the  paramount  right  of  each  Jandowner  to  use  his  land 
without  regard  to  its  effect  in  cutting  off  the  water's  passage  to 
others.  The  citations  just  referred  to  cover  this  matter  very 
fully.  We  state  the  following  recent  case,  merely  as  an  illustra- 
tion. Surface  and  seepage  water  gathered  upon  a  man's  land  in 
New  Mexico.  It  was  held  his  sole  property,  to  act  upon  as  he 
chose  without  needing  a  permit  from  the  State  Engineer.    He 

fond,  soit  en  les  c6dant  &  dea  tiers,  Rain  water  is  claased,  like  running 

.^  '  ,      ,  .        .         1  «  .« ,«  i«„       water,   m   the   "negative  community^ 

soit  enfin  les  laissant  couler  sour  les      .^  ^j^^'  ^.^j,  ,^^      ^^^^  ^  ^ 

fonds  inf^rieuTs  suivant  la  pent©  nat-  6  n  Ex.  369,  382. 

ureUe   du   terrain.")  e  11  Ex.  602. 

7  11  Ex.  602,  615. 
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may  consume  it  all,  or  he  may  grant  its  use  to  another,  and  the 
lower  owner  has  no  cause  of  action.^ 

True,  as  between  flood-water  claimants  neither  of  whom  owns 
any  land  where  the  flood  waters  gather,  priorities  may  exist.' 
So.  just  as  in  the  case  of  waste  and  seepage  water,  there  are 
statutes  in  many  Western  States  for  priorities  in  the  use  of 
diffused  surface  or  flood  waters  by  priority  of  appropriation ;  but, 
as  already  considered,  these  apply  only  to  rivals  between  them- 
selves, both  strangers  to  the  landowner  on  whose  land  the  floods 
gather  or  from  which  they  come.^*^  They  may  have  application 
between  rival  ditches,  even  though  not  against  a  landowner's 
right  to  interrupt  the  water  for  the  purpose  of  using  it  himself, 
or  for  keeping  his  land  dry,  etc.  Such  statutes  for  appropriation 
of  flood  or  seepage  water  are  usually  found  only  in  such  regions 
as  New  Mexico ,  the  Dakotas,  etc.,  wh«re  the  landowner  is  usually 
the  United  States,  remaining  inactive.  Accordingly,  filings  may 
be  there  made  with  the  State  Engineer  for  permits  to  build  dams 
in  dr>'  ravines,  gulches  or  coulees  on  public  land  to  store  flood 
waters,  and  the  first  permittee  will  have  the  better  right." 


(Sa  ed.) 

§  350.    Swamp  Lands. — Title  to  public  lands  of  the  character 

known  as  ''swamp  lands"  rests  in  the  State  and  not  in  the  United 

States,  and  they  are  dealt  with  by  special  statutes  and  rules  of 


«  Vanderwork  v.  Hewes  (N.  M.), 
110  Pac.  567. 

*  In  Arizona  two  rival  sheepmen 
tratered  in  the  same  locality.  De- 
fendant first  built  a  dam  in  a  "dry 
vash"  at  its  lower  end  to  catch  storm 
water,  but  it  was  soon  washed  out. 
Thereupon  plaintiff  built  a  dam  at  a 
higher  point  on  the  wash.  Defendant 
then  went  still  higher  and  started  a 
third  dam.  The  court  made  no  final 
disposition  of  the  ease,  but  allowed 
both  to  proceed  and  each  make  a 
beneficial  u^e  of  the  water  if  he 
eonld,  and  to  come  into  court  a^in 
later,  if  necessary.  Sullivan  v.  Jones 
(Arit.),  108   Pac.  476. 

1*  Supra,  sec.  55. 

It  See  N.  M.  Laws  1909,  p.  371; 
N.  D.  Laws  1909,  c.  152,  p.  179 ;  S.  D. 
Stats.  1911,  c,  263,  sec.  468;  Sullivan 
T.  Jones  (Ariz.),  108  Pac.  476j  KeUy 


V.  Hynes  (Mont.  1910),  108  Pac.  785. 
The  Territorial  Engineer  of  New  Mex- 
ico says  (in  Bulletin  215,  Office  of 
Experiment  Stations,  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture)  :  "AJl  the 
streams  in  this  Territory  are  more  or 
less  torrential  or  intermittent,  the 
floods  coming  at  different  seasons  of 
the  year,  but  most  of  them  in  July. 
The  necessHy  for  storage  becomes  an 
important  &ctor  in  conserving  the 
water  above  the  normal  flow  of  each 
stream.  It  is  quite  important  to  con- 
struct equalizing  reservoirs  in  order 
to  distribute  the  water  at  such  times 
as  it  is  most  needed  for  irrigation." 

The  South  Dakota  statute  is  for 
posting  notice,  not  requiring  permit 
of  State  Engineer. 

A  California  Statute  of  1911,  chap- 
ter 406,  section  6,  concerns  licensing 
flood-water  storage  for  power  pur- 
poses. 
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their  own."  The  State  of  California  having  been  admitted  into 
the  Union  on  the  ninth  day  of  September,  1850,  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  the  same  September  the  Congress  passed  an  act  "to 
enable  the  State  of  Arkansas  and  other  States  to  reclaim  the 
swamp  and  overflowed  lands  within  their  limits,"  known  as  the 
Arkansas  act,  by  which  the  State  of  California  became  the  owner 
of  swamp  lands,  on  the  twenty -eighth  day  of  September,  1850. 

Rules  for  the  disposal  of  swamp  lands  in  California  are  con« 
tained  in  the  Political  Code.'*    Section  3446  provides  that  when- 


12  The  law  concerning  them  is  dis- 
cussed in  Lux  y.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255, 
10  Pac.  674;  Heckman  v.  Swett,  99 
Cai.  303,  33  Pac.  1099.  See  State  v. 
V^arren  etc.  Co.  (Or.),  106  Pac.  780. 

18  Political  Code,  part  3,  title  8, 
chapter  2.  Concerning  reclamation 
districts,  reference  may  be-  made  to 
the  following  cases  (see,  also,  cases 
on  irrigation  districts,  infra,  sec.  1356 
et  seq.) :  Kimball  v.  Reclamation 
District  Fund  Commrs.,  45  Cal.  344; 
Hagar  v.  Board  of  Supervisors,  47 
Cal.  222;  People  v.  Coghill,  47  Cal. 
361;  Bachman  v.  Meyer,  49  Cal.  220; 
People  V.  Hagar,  49  Cal.  229;  Ferran 
V.  Board  of  Supervisors,  51  Cal.  307; 
Hagar  v.  Board  of  Supervisors,  51 
Cal.  474;  Kalston  v.  Board  of  Super- 
visors, 51  Cal.  592;  People  v.  Hagar, 
52  Cal.  171;  People  v.  Ahern,  52  Cal. 
208;  People  v.  Reclamation  Dist.,  53 
Cal.  346;  People  v.  Houston,  54  Cal. 
536;  People  v.  WilUams,  56  Cal.  647; 
Reclamation  Dist.  No.  124  v.  Coghill, 

56  Cal.  607;  Levee  Dist.  No.  1  v. 
Huber,  57  Cal.  41 ;  People  v.  Haggin, 

57  Cal.  579;  Williams  v.  Board  of 
Supervisors,  58  Cal.  237;  Cosner  v. 
Board  of  Supervisors,  58  Cal.  274; 
Reclamation  Dist.  No.  3 'v.  Kennedy, 

58  Cal.  124;  Bixler's  Appeal,  59  Cal. 
550 ;  MitcheU  v.  Hecker,  59  Cal.  558 ; 
Bixler  v.  Board  of  Supervisors,  59 
Cal.  698;  Swamp  Land  Dist.  No.  110 
V.  Feck,  60  Cal.  403;  Reclamation 
Dist.  No.  3  V.  Goldman,  61  Cal.  205; 
Reclamation  Dist.  No.  108  v.  Evans, 
61  Cal.  104;  Newman  v.  Superior 
Court,  62  Cal.  545 ;  Swamp  Land  Dist. 
No.  121  V.  Haggin,  64  Cal.  204,  30 
Pac.  634;  Williams  v.  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors, 65  Cal.  160,  3  Pac.  667; 
Reclamation  Dist.  No.  3  ▼.  Goldman,. 


65  Cal.  635,  4  Pac.  676;  Reclamation 
Dist.  No.  108  V.  Hagar,  66  CaL  54, 
4  Pac.  945;  People  v.  Hagar,  66  CkL 
59,  4  Pac.  951;  Reclamation  Dist  No. 
3  V.  Parvin,  67  Cal.  501,  8  Pac.  43; 
People  V.  La  Rue,  67  Cal.  526,  8  Pac 
84;  Swamp  Land  Dist.  No.  307  t. 
Gwynn,  70  Cal.  566,  12  Pac.  462; 
People  V.  Hulbert,  71  CaL  72,  12  Pac 
43;  Standford  v.  Felt,  71  Cal.  249,  6 
Pac.  900;  Lamb  ▼.  Reclamation  Dist 
No.  108,  73  Cal.  125,  2  Am.  St  Rep. 
775,  14  Pac.  625;  People  ex  reL  At- 
torney General  v.  Paryin,  74  Cal.  549, 
16  Pac.  490;  Swamp  Land  Dist  No. 
407  V.  Wilcox,  75  Cal.  443,  17  Pac 
241;  Hutson  v.  Woodbridge  Protee- 
tion  Dist.  No.  1,  79  Cal.  90,  61  Pac 
549,  21  Pac.  435;  Lord  v.  Dunstcr, 
79  Cal.  477,  21  Pac.  865;  People  v. 
Qunn,  85  Cal.  238,  24  Pac.  718;  Rec- 
lamation Dist.  No.  124  V.  Gray,  95 
Cal.  601,  30  Pac  779;  Swamp  Land 
Dist.  No.  150  V.  Silver,  98  Cal.  51, 
32  Pac.  866;  Marshall  v.  Taylor,  98 
Cal.  55,  35  Am.  St.  Rep.  144,  32 
Pac.  867;  Gwynn  v.  Diersen,  101 
Cal.  563,  36  Pac.  103;  Reclamation 
Dist  No.  542  v.  Turner,  104  ilaL 
334,  37  Pac.  1038;  Lower  Kings 
River  Reclamation  Dist.  No.  531  ▼. 
Phillips,  108  Cal.  306,  39  Pac.  630, 
41  Pac.  335;  Swamp  Land  Dist  No. 
307  V.  GHde,  112  Cal.  85,  .44  Pac 
451 ;  Barnes  v.  Glide,  117  Cal.  1.  59 
Am.  St.  Rep.  153,  48  Pac.  804;  Peo- 
ple ex  rel.  Sels  v.  Reclamation  Dist 
No.  551,  117  Cal.  114,  48  Pac.  1016; 
Reclamation  Dist.  No.  551  v.  Runyon, 
117  Cal.  164,  49  Pac.  131;  Tulare 
County  V.  May,  118  Cal.  303.  50 
Pac.  427 ;  People  v.  Reclamation  Dist. 
No.  36,  121  Cal.  522,  50  Pac.  1068, 
53  Pac.  1085;  Hensley  v.  Reclamation 
Dist.,  121  Cal.  96,  53  Pac.  401;  Wein- 
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ever  the  ownets  of  more  than  one-half  of  any  body  of  swamp 
land  and  overflowed  lands  desire  to  reclaim  the  same,  they  may 
present  to  the  board  of  supervisors  a  petrtion  for  the  formation 
of  a  reclamation  district.^^  It  is  held  that  this  vests  in  the  super- 
visors absolutely  the  determination  whether  the  lands  are  un- 
reclaimed and  whether  they  are  subject  to  independent  reclama- 
tion; and  being  so  Vested,  the  determination  is  legislative  in  its 
nature,  and  the  courts  are  powerless  to  interfere,  or  to  restrain 
the  exercise  of  the  power  by  the  board  of  supervisors.  This 
holding  has  since  been  modified.^ 

The  power  of  the  State  to  legislate  for  the  reclamation  of 
swamp  lands  is  not  confined  to  those  lands  the  title  to  which  was 
acquired  under  the  Arkansas  act,  but  exists  as  to  all  swamp  and 
overflowed  lands  in  the  State,   and  the  burden  of  the  charges 


reieh  t.  Hensley,  121  Gal.  647,  54 
Pae.  254;  Beclanmtion  Dist.  No.  537 
T.  Burger,  122  Cal.  442,  55  Pac.  156; 
Clare  v.  Sacramento  Electric  etc.  Co., 
122  CaL  504,  55  Pac.  326;  People  ex 
rel.  auff  V.  City  of  Oakland,  123  Cal. 
598.  56  Pac.  445;  Lower  Kings  Biver 
Beciamation  Dist.  No.  531  v.  McCul- 
lah,  124  Cal.  175,  56  Pac.  887;  CaU- 
fomia  Pastoral  Co.  y.  Whitson,  129 
Cal.  376,  62  Pac.  28;  Beclamation 
Dist.  No.  108  V.  West,  129  Cal.  622, 

62  Pac,  272;  In  re  Werner,  129  Cal. 
567,  62  Pac,  97 ;  People  ex  rel.  Thisby 
▼.  Reclamation   Dist.,   130   Cal.   607, 

63  Pac,  27;  People  ex  reL  Silva  ▼. 
Levee  Dist.,  131  Cal.  30,  63  Pac. 
676:  Adams  v.  City  of  Modesto, 
131  Cal.  501,  63  Pac.  1083;  Reclama- 
tion Dist.  No.  563  v.  Hall,  131  Cal. 
662,  63  Pac.  1000;  National  Bank 
T.  Greenlaw,  134  Cal.  673,  66  Pac. 
963;  McCord  v.  Slavin,  143  Cal. 
325,  76  Pac.  1104;  San  Francisco 
Savings  Union  v.  Beclamation  Dist. 
Xo.  124,  144  Cal.  639,  79  Pac.  374; 
Reclamation  Dist.  No.  551  v.  Van 
Loben  Sels,  145  Cal.  181,  78  Pac. 
638;  Glide  v.  Superior  Court,  147  Cal. 
21,  81  Pae.  225  (modified  in  Inglin 
V.  Hoppin,  156  Cal.  483,  105  Pac. 
582);  fieclamation  District  No.  70 
T.  Sherman.  11  Cal.  App.  399,  105 
Pae.  277;  Swamp  Land  Beclamation 
Dist.  No.  341  T.  Blumenberg,  156  Cal. 
532,  106  Pac.  389;  Keech  v.  Joplin, 
157  CaL  1,  106  Pae.  222;   Metcalfe 


V.  Merritt,  14  Cal.  App.  244,  111  Pae. 
505,  and  other  cases. 

See,  also,  Billings  etc.  Co.  y.  Fish, 
40  Mont.  256,  106  Pac.  571;  State  v. 
Warren  etc.  Co.  (Or.),  106  Pac.  780; 
State  ▼.  Superior  Court,  42  Wash. 
491,  85  Pac.  J264. 

14  Prior  to  the  enactment  of  the 
Political  Code,  similar  legislation  ex- 
isted in  the  statutes,  and  section  3478 
of  the  Political  Code  allowed  recla- 
mation districts  formed  under  laws 
prior  to  Iforch  27,  1868,  to  be  re- 
organized. See  San  Francisco  Sav- 
ings Union  y.  Beclamation  District, 
144  CaL  639,  79  Pac.  374. 

15  Glide  V.  Superior  Court,  147  CaL 
21,  81  Pac.  225.  See  Inglin  v.  Hop- 
pin,  156  Cal.  483,  105  Pac.  582. 

As  to  validity  of  organization,  see 
Keech  v.  Joplin,  157  Cal.  1,  106  Pac. 
222.  Organization  of  district — col- 
lateral attack — description  of  territory 
affected,  Metcalfe  v.  Merritt  (Cal. 
App.),  lll*Pac.  505.  Establishment  of 
district — notice — description  of  bound- 
aries— constitutionality  of  law — double 
taxation — collateral  attack,  Barnes  y. 
Colusa  County  Supervisors  (Cal.  App.), 
110  Pac.  820.  Fiscal  affairs,  Keech  y. 
Joplin,  157  CaL  1,  106  Pac.  222.  As- 
sessment  of  costs  of  improvements, 
Beclamation  Dist.  No.  535  y.  Clark, 
155  Cal.  345,  100  Pac.  1091.  Judicial 
review  officer's  acts,  Lamb  v.  McMul- 
len,  157  CaL  14,  106  Pac.  229;  Inglin 
y.  Hoppin,  156  Cal.  483,  105  Pac.  582. 
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for  the  work  m^y  be  placed  on  specific  lands  in  proportion  to 
the  estimated  benefits  thereto,  and  the  members  of  the  assessing 
board  (the  board  of  drainage  commissioners)  are  not  disqualified 
because  they  themselves  own  lands  within  the  district  assessed.^' 
In  this  case  an  act  creating  a  large  district  in  the  Sacramento 
Valley  was  upheld,  and  Mr.  Justice  Henshaw  reviews  the  history 
of  such  legislation  in  California.     The  act  was  repealed  in  1911.*^ 

It  has  been  said  that  there  are  very  grave  doubts  whether, 
upon  a  fair  interpretation  of  the  State  statutes  providing  for 
reclamation,  the  barring  of  the  flow  of  a  regular  and  defined 
stream  from  the  lands  below,  not  swamp,  is  contemplated,  or 
whether  the  State  would  have  power,  by  any  statute,  to  authorize 
such  a  proceeding.  The  statute  seems  to  have  in  view  levees 
along  the  sides  of  watercourses,  and  not  across  them.^^ 

Reclaimed  swamp  lands  come  within  the  same  law  as  to  irriga- 
tion and  riparian  rights  as  other  agricultural  lands.  In  one  ease 
it  was  urged  that  swamp  lands  are  per  $e  lands  upon  which 
water  cannot  be  beneficially  used  tqjc  irrigation,  but  the  court 
held  that  the  legal  effect  of  such  use  depends  on  the  facts  pre- 
sented in  each  case,  saying:  ** Merely  because  the  land  may  have 
been  reclaimed  as  swamp  land  does  not  necessarily  deprive  it  of 
the  need  of  irrigation.  The  circumstance  that  it  has  been  re- 
claimed may  raise  a  presumption  that  at  a  particular  time  it 
required  no  water  for  irrigation;  and  testimony  to  that  eflfect 
may  be  admitted  in  evidence  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
quantity  of  water  essential  to  its  productiveness.  But  when  it 
appears  that  the  land  has  in  fact  been  reclaimed  sufficiently  to 
entitle  its  possessor  to  a  deed  from  the  State,  if  in  an  arid  sec- 
tion, it  implies  that  the  land  has  been  deprived  of  its  excessive 
moisture,  and  thereby  restored  to  the  same  condition  as  other 
agricultural  lands  in  the  vicinity,  and  subject  to  the  same  rights 
in  respect  to  the  stream  flowing  through  it,  or  in  an  appropriation 
from  any  source  of  water  supply  for  its  irrigation."^® 

10  People  ex  rel.  Chapman  v.  Sac-  See,  also,  concerning  swamp  lands, 
ramento    Drainage    District     (1909),  Morrow  v.  Warner  etc.  Co.  (Or.),  101 
155  Cal.   373,   103   Pac.   207.  Pac.  171;  Dixon  v.  Same   (Or.),  101 
ie«  Stats.  1911,  c.  8.  Pac.  189;  Harrington  v.  Same  (Or.). 
17  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  10  101  Pac.  189;  Forkett  v.  Same  (Or.). 
Pac.  674.  101  Pac.  190;  Dryden  ▼.  Pelton- Arm- 
is  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  strong  Co.,  53  Or.  418,  101  Pac  190. 
Pac.  732,  98  Pac  1083,  102  Pac  728. 
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§  3S1.  Undergroimd  Water. — ^How  far  the  law  of  appropria- 
tion applies  to  underground  water  is  considered  elsewhere.  It 
is  thought  best  to  consider  all  aspects  of  the  law  of  underground 
water  together  in  a  single  place.^^ 

» Infra,  sees.  1039  et  seq.,  1106,  1158. 

S!  352-360.    (Blank  nunibers.X 

WaUrBighU— 26 
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i  388.  Means  of  diversion. 
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8  390.  Use  of  existing  ditches. 

8  391.  Same. 
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f  393.    Origin  of  the  doctrine. 
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88  399-407.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(3d  ed.) 

§Sei.  The  Original  Method.— Using  the  California  Civil 
Code^  as  a  model  for  legislation,  and,  consequently  (as  the  Cali- 
fornia code  is  chiefly  only  declaratory  of  the  early  decisions), 
basing  their  method  upon  the  early  California  decisions,  the  fol- 
lowing method  was  up  to  recent  years  followed  throughout  the 
West  by  statute,  or  in  the  absence  of  statute,  by  decision  of 
the  courts.^  But  in  recent  years,  especially  since  the  legislative 
sessions  of  1903,  most   of  the  States  have  adopted  the  ''water 


1  Sees.   1410-1422. 

s  ArigotuL—Rey.  SUts.  1901,  p. 
1042,  see.  4169. 

Colorado. — Sieber  ▼.  Frink,  7  Colo. 
148,  2  Pac.  901;  Farmers'  etc.  Co.  ▼. 
Southworth,  13  Colo.  Ill,  21  Pae. 
1028,  4  L.  B.  A.  767. 

Idaho.— 2  Idaho  Codes,  sec.  2583; 
McLean's  Rev.  Codes,  sec.  3242  et 
seq.;  Laws  1901,  p.  191;  Band  Point 
etc.  Co.  T.  Panhandle  etc.  Co.,  11 
Idaho,  405,  83  Pac.  347.  In  Speer  v. 
Stephenson,  16  Idaho,  707,  102  Pac. 
363,  the  original  Idaho  law  was  aiid 
to  be:  "An  appropriation  was  ini- 
tiated hj  posting  a  notice  at  or  near 
the  point  of  intended  diversion,  stat- 
•ng  certain  facts;  and  an  inchoate 
ight  thereby  arose  which  would  ripen 
into  a  legal  and  complete  appropria- 
tion npon  the  final  delivery  of  the 
waters  to  the  place  of  intended  use/' 

Kansoi^ — See  next  note. 


» 


Montana. — See  next  note. 

Nevada. — Comp.  Laws,  1900,  sees. 
856  et  seq.,  424. 

Nebraska. — Comp.  Stats.  1891,  c. 
93a,  p.  844. 

Oregon. — Hills'  Ann.  Laws,  p.  1930, 
sees.  1-9.  A  more  enlarged  treatment, 
still  based  on  the  California  method, 
was  provided  later.  Stats.  1899,  p. 
172,  Am.  1901,  p.  136,  1903  (Sp. 
Sees.),  p.  25.  But  the  statute  of 
1905  (Stats.  1905,  p.  401)  was  based 
rather  upon  the  new  statutory  or 
"water  code"  method  described  in  the 
next  chapter.  In  1909  the  full 
water  code  procedure  was  adopted, 
as  in  the  next  chapter. 

Texas.— Act  of  March  19,  1889. 
Utah.—Rev.  Stats.  1898,  sees.  1261- 
1275. 

Washington. — See  next  note. 
Wyoming.-^Jj&ws  18(39,  p.  310. 
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code''  system  described  in  the  next  chapter,  which  originated  in 
Wyoming,  as  a  kind  of  systematization  of  the  California  prin- 
ciples, and  the  older  statutes  and  decisions  are  thus,  so  far  as  the 
water  code  method  differs  from  that  in  this  chapter,  superseded; 
though  that  method  is  founded  at  the  bottom  on  the  ideas  of  the 
method  described  in  this  chapter.  At  the  present  day,  the 
method  here  set  forth  remains  substantially  in  California,  Kansas, 
Montana  and  Washington .•  (An  exception  was  made  in  1911,  in 
California,  providing  a  new  system  for  power  uses  only,  as  set 
forth  in  the  next  chapter.) 

Under  the  California  doctrine  these  rules  apply  only  to  waters 
upon  public  domain  (to  which  the  doctrine  of  appropriation  is 
in  California  restricted) ;  *•  under  the  Colorado  doctrine,  to  all 
waters  wherever  situated.  All  rights  acquired  upon  public  land 
under  these  rules  are  protected,  so  far  as  the  United  States  is  con- 
cerned, by  the  act  of  1866,  sections  2339,  2340,  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  following,  decisions  from  all  jurisdictions  are  ^ven, 
since,  until  recently  changed  by  statute,  the  rules  were  the  same 
in  all,  following  the  California  decisions. '  The  method  described 
in  this  chapter  might  be  called  the  original  method;  and  that,  in 
the  next  chapter^  the  new  method. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  362.  Possessory  Origin  of  Thit  Method.— Having  found 
water  that  can  be  appropriated  and  a  proper  place  to  appropriate 
it  (in  California  it  must  be  on  or  flowing  by  public  land), 
the  right  to  the  water  is  not  complete  until  the  water  is  actually 
taken  into  one's  possession,  or  rather,  until  all  work  preparatory 
to  the  actual  use  of  the  water  is  completed,  since  that  is  the 
equivalent  of  taking  possession;  it  is  the  nearest  to  possession 


8  CoZifoniia.— Civ.  Code,  sees.  1410- 
1422. 

Kansas. — Gen.  Stats.  1901,  sees. 
3609-3613;  Gen.  Stats.  1905,  see. 
3791  et  seq.;  Gen.  Laws  1909,  sec. 
4405. 

Montana.— Stats.  1907,  p.  489; 
Civ.  Code  1895,  sees.  1880-1892 ;  Am. 
Stats.  1901,  p.  152. 

Washington.  —  Ballinger's  Codes 
1897,  see.  4092;  Pierce's  Code  1905, 
«ec.  5132  et  seq.    Appropriations  for 


mining  and  manufacture.  See  sees. 
1540,  1541. 

The  statutes  of  Texas  are  a  eom- 
promise   between   the   two   methods. 

In  Alaska,  there  being  no  statntes 
hereon,  the  district  rules  usuallj  fol- 
low the  California  Civil  Code.  See, 
for  example,  those  quoted  in  Thorn- 
dyke  V.  Alaska  Perseverance  Co.  (Oct. 
5,  1908),  164  Fed.  657. 

8«  Supra,  sees.  Ill  et  seq.,  151  et 
seq.,  227  et  seq. 
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that  the  nature  of  the  right  makes  possible.^  The  appropriator 
acquires  no  right  until  he  actually  takes  possession.^ 

The  rules  developed  in  the  early  days  upon  the  public  lands 
in  California,  and  (upon  the  public  land)  still  prevail  in  Cali- 
fornia (so  far  as  State  law  prevails)  substantially  as  laid  down 
in  the  early  decisions  of  the  court.  The  proposition  around 
which  these  rules  center  is,  it  should  be  repeated,  that  the  requi- 
sites are  those  furnishing  an  equivalent  to  taking  possession  of 
the  flow  of  the  water,  the  right  having  arisen  as  a  possessory 
right  on  the  public  domain.  It  is  an  illustration  of  the  possessory 
origin  of  the  law  of  appropriation.* 

(3ded.) 

§  363.    Ownership  of  Land  Unnecessary  and  Water  Need  not 

bt  Returned  to  the  Stream. — It  has  previously  been  pointed  out 
that  there  are  no  personal  requisites  concerning  the  appropriator. 
It  is  inunaterial  whether  he  is  an  alien,  minor,  riparian  pro- 
prietor, etc.*^  It  will  be  well  to  repeat  here  that  ownership  of 
any  land  is  not  a  requisite  either;  the  appropriator  need  not 
locate  any  land.^  That  is  a  distinguishing  feature  of  the  law  of 
appropriation.  Water  may  be  appropriated  for  use  any  place® 
by  anyone,  and  often  is  diverted  by  companies  who  own  no  land, 
to  supply  distant  people.  The  supreme  court  of  the  State  of 
Washington  says  that  ''the  right  of  appropriation,  as  defined  by 
the  best  authorities,  is  not  controlled  by  the  location  of  the 
stream  with  reference  to  the  premises  which  are  irrigated." ^^ 
The  Colorado  court  says  in  the  case  last  cited:  ''The  appro- 
priator, though  he  may  not  own  the  land  on  either  bank  of  a 
running  stream,  may  divert  the  water  therefrom,  and  carry  the 


*  Conger  ▼.  Weaver,  6  Cal.  548,  65 
Am.  Dec.  528,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  594 
Iqj  ted  infra,  see.  393);  Thompson 
T.  Lee,  S  Cal.  275,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 

610. 

'  Bjbee  ▼.  Oregon  etc.  Co.,  139 
U.  S.  663,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Eep.  641,  35 
L.  Ed.  305. 

<  See  tu^a,  sec.  139. 

T  Supra,  sec.  318  et  seq. 

*  Supra,  sec.  281.  Except  as  re- 
cent water  codes  change  the  rule,  sec. 
-^2,  8upr2,  and  sec.  509,  infra.  And 
it  most  also  be  noted  that  if  the  ap- 
propriator does  have  land  along  the 
streun,  he  has,  under  the  California 


doctrine,  further  rights  as  a  riparian 
proprietor. 

0  In  New  Mexico  by  statute  an  ap- 
propriation cannot  be  made  for  use 
beyond  the  watershed.  Infra,  sec. 
1440. 

10  Offield  V.  Ish,  21  Wash.  277,  57 
Pac.  809.  See,  also,  Long  on  Irri- 
gation, 50;  Thomas  ▼.  Guiraud,  6 
Colo.  530;  Hammond  v.  Rose,  11 
Colo.  524,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  258,  19 
Pac.  466;  Oppenlander  v.  Left  Hand 
Ditch  Co.,  18  Colo.  142,  31  Pac.  854. 
And  see  supra,  sec.  319,  appropria- 
tion by  trespasser. 

But  see  Avery  y.  Johnson  (Wash.), 
109  Pac.  1028. 
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same  whithersoever  necessity  may  require  for  beneficial  use, 
without  returning  it,  or  any  of  it,  to  the  natural  stream,  in  any 
manner."  The  supreme  court  of  Utah  says:  **In  order  that  the 
appropriator  may  be  entitled  to  the  use  of  such  water,  it  is  not 
essential  that  he  should  have  located  or  taken  possession  of  any 
tract  or  parcel  of  the  public  domain  bordering  upon  the  stream 
or  lake  from  which  the  appropriation  is  made,  or  that  he  eve^ 
have  an  interest  in  or  to  the  lands  proposed  to  be  irrigated,  if 
such  be  the  beneficial  purpose  of  the  appropriation.  An  appro- 
priation may  be  made  of  such  water  for  the  irrigation  of  lands 
not  situated  upon  or  near  the  stream  or  lake  from  which  it  is 
taken,  and  the  water  may  be  conducted  by  means  of  ditches  or 
channels,  or  otherwise,-  across  the  intervening  public  lands,  to 
irrigate  lands  possessed  by  the  appropriator  or  others,  or  he  may 
sell  and  dispose  of  the  water  thus  conducted  to  others  to  use  it 
for  a  beneficial  purpose  on  claims  or  lands  possessed  or  owned  by 
them,  or  in  which  they  have  an  interest,  and  upon  which  the 
water  may  be  and  is  applied  for  a  beneficial  purpose."  ** 

As  elsewhere  considered,  the  transition  from  a  ** possessory"  to  a 
"specific  use"  system  now  going  on  in  the  law  of  appropriatic 
tends  to  modify  this  characteristic,  and,  by  making  the  appropria- 
tion inhere  in  the  specific  use  first  made  of  it,  tends  to  require 
that  an  irrigator  own  land  of  his  own  before  he  can  appropriate 
water  for  irrigation.  But  that  is  as  yet  only  a  tendency  in  the 
law;  as  already  pointed  out  the  original  view  still  strongly  pre- 
vails in  making  the  right  independent  of  the  place  or  purpose  of 
use.*^ 

A.    BY  ACTUAL  DIVERSION. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  364.  Distinguished  from  the  Statutory  Method. — ^An  appro- 
priation may  be  made  by  a  completed  actual  diversion  for  a 
beneficial  purpose  (without  following  the  statute)  or  else  by  pro- 
ceeding under  the  statute.  The  difference  is  that  in  the  latter 
ease  the  appropriator  can  claim  the  benefit  of  the  doctrine  of 
relation,  while  in  the  former  he  cannot.  The  difference,  however, 
existed  from  the  earliest  times,  and  the  statute  merely  fixed 
the  details  of  the  method  by  which  an  appropriator  could  secure 
the  benefit  of  the  doctrine  of  relation.'^ 

11  Sowards  v.  Meagher  (Utah),  108  18  De  Necoehea  ▼.   Curtis,  80  Cal. 
Pac.  1113.                                                      397,  30  Pac.  563,  22  Pac.  198;  Wells 

12  Supra,  sees.  139,  281.  t.  Mantes,  99  Gal.  583,  84  Pac.  824. 
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These  two  are  the  only  methods.  Unless  there  it  a  right  by 
actual  diversion  as  below  set  forth,  or  by  compliance  with  the 
statute,  it  cannot  be  spoken  of  as  an  appropriation.^^  There  can 
be  no  such  thing  as  a  constructive  appropriation,  resting  as  the 
matter  does  so  largely  upon  actual  intent.^  There  can  be  no  ap- 
propriation by  prescription,  as  an  appropriation  is  an  original 
acquisition  from  the  government  (in  California,  the  United 
States,  the  doctrine  of  appropriation  being  there  confined  to  the 
public  lands;  under  the  Colorado  doctrine,  from  the  State), 
against  whom  the  statute  of  limitations  does  not  run.^®  This 
rule  precludes  an  appropriation  improperly  made,  but  continued 
for  five  years,  from  being  of  any  fbrce,  the  land  having  been 
public  land  part  of  that  time.^^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  366.  The  Statutes  Do  not  Apply. — ^Where  one  does  not  seek 
the  benefit  of  the  doctrine  of  relation/^  and  actually  completes 
his  construction  worlc^  and  diverts  the  water  for  a  beneficial  pur- 
pose before  others  intervene,  his  claim  as  an  appropriator  is 
valid,  and  always  has  been.  An  appropriation  is  merely  the 
acquisition  of  a  right  from  the  government  (in  California,  on  pub- 
lic land)  initiated  by  taking  possession  of  the  stream  for  a 
beneficial  purpose.  If  there  are  rival  claimants,  the  government 
demands  compliance  with  the  statutory  formalities,  which 
formalities  originally  rested  upon  custom,  and  now  upon  State 
legislation;  but  if  there  are  no  rival  claimants,  the  government 
is  alone  concerned,  and  acquiesces  (the  act  of  1866),  because 
finch  was  the  rule  under  the  early  customs.  Possession  is  a  good 
title  against  a  later  possessory  claimant.^*  As  between  the  gov- 
ernment and  the  appropriator  there  are  only  two  requisites  for 
this— the  actual  diversion  of  the  water  and  that  the  diversion  is 
for  a  beneficial  purpose.  If  there  are  no  rival  claimants  of  any 
kind  up  to  such  completion  of  work,  and  actual  possession,  that 
is  enough  to  satisfy  the  government,  who  is  then  alone  concerned, 

14  Senior    ▼.    Anderson,    115    CaL  42    Pac.   453;    State  y.    Quantic,   37 

496,  at  505,  47  Pac.  454.  Mont.   32,   94   Pac.  491;    Jackson   ▼. 

^  KeUj  T.  Natoma  etc.  Co.,  6  CaL  Indian   etc.  Co.,  18  Idaho,  251,  110 

105,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  592.  Pac.  251. 

»•  Matthews    ▼.    Ferrera,    45    CaL  17  Ibid,    See  infra,  sec.  691. 

51;  Wilkins  v.  McCue,  46  Cal.  656;  18  Infra,  sec.  393. 

Jatnnn  ▼.  Smith,  95  Cal.  154,  30  Pac.  l»  Evans  Ditch  Co.  y.  Lakeside  D. 

200;  Smith  y.  Hawkins,  110  Cal.  122,  Co.,  13  Cal.  App.  119,  108  Pac.  1027. 
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and  tbe  right  is  complete  against  later  attack  on  the  ground  of 
failure  to  comply  with  the  statutes.^  The  leading  case  is  Wells 
V.  Mantes.^^  In  another  case  it  was  held  that  where  there  has 
been  ah  actual  application  and  use  of  water,  the  right  of  the 
appropriator  is  not  impaired  by  the  fact  that  there  has  been  no 
compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Civil  Code  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  water-rights.^  And  in  a  more  recent  case  ^  Mr.  Justice 
Shaw  said:  ''In  order  to  make  a  valid  appropriation,  it  was  not 
necessary  for  Duncan  to  post  and  record  a  notice  of  appropriation 
as  provided  in  the  Civil  Code.^  The  method  of  acquiring  a  right 
to  the  use  of  water  as  there  prescribed  is  not  exclusive.  One 
may,  by  a  prior,  actual,  and  completed  appropriation  and  use, 
without  proceeding  under  the  code,  acquire  a  right  to  the  water 
beneficially  used,  which  will  be  superior  and  paramount  to  the 


ao  MiteheU  v.  Canal  Co.,  75  Cal. 
464,  17  Pac.  246;  Wells  ▼.  Mantes,  09 
Cal.  683,  34  Pac.  324;  De  Necochea 
V.  Curtis,  ^0  Cal.  397,  20  Pac.  563, 
22  Pac.  198;  Burrows  y.  Burrows,  82 
Cal.  564,  23  Pac.  146;  Watterson  v. 
Saldunbehere,  101  Cal.  107,  35  Pac. 
432;  Taylor  v.  Abbott,  103  Cal.  421, 
37  Pac.  408;  Senior  ▼.  Anderson,  115 
Cal.  406,  47  Pac.  454;  Duckworth  ▼. 
WatsonviUe  Co.,  158  CaL  206,  110 
Pac.  927. 

21  The  headnote  to  Wells  y.  Mantes, 
supra,  sums  up  the  decision  as  fol- 
lows: "The  scope  and  purpose  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Civil  Code  upon 
water-rights  were  merely  to  establish 
a  procedure  for  the  claimants  of  the 
right  to  the  use  of  the  water  whereby 
a  certain  definite  time  might  be  es- 
tablished as  the  date  at  which  their 
title  should  accrue  by  relation;  and 
a  failure  to  comply  with  the  rules 
there  laid  do^  n  does  not  deprive  an 
appropriator  by  actual  diversion  of 
the  right  to  the  use  of  the  water  as 
against  a  subsequent  claimant  who 
complies  therewith."  The  decision 
was  that  nection  1419  of  the  Civil 
Code  providing  for  forfeiture  for  non- 
compliance with  the  code  formalities 
does  not  apply  to  such  a  case,  the 
court  saying:  "To  defeat  the  {re- 
spondent's rights,  appellants  invoke 
section  1419  of  the  Civil  Code,  which 
reads:  *A  failure  to  comply  with  such 
rules  deprives  the  claimants  of  the 
right  to  the  use  of  the  water  as 
against   a   subsequent   claimant   who 


complies  therewith.'  We  think  this 
provision  does  not  refer  to  an  appro- 
priator by  actual  diversion,  but  only 
to  claimants  seeking  the  right  to  the 
use  of  water  under  the  provisions  of 
this  chapter  of  the  code.  This  is 
made  apparent  by  an  examination  of 
the  preceding  sections.  Section  1415 
provides:  'A  person  desiring  to  ap- 
propriate water  must  post  a  notice,  u 
writing,  in  a  conspicuous  place  at  the 
point  of  intended  diversion,  stating 
therein  that  he  claims  the  water 
there  flowing  to  the  extent,'  etc  Sec- 
tion 1416  reads:  'Within  sixty  days 
after  the  notice  is  posted  the  claim- 
ant must  commence  the  excavation  or 
construction  of  the  work,  etc.'  Sec- 
tion 1418  reads:  'By  a  compliance 
with  the  above  rules  the  claimant's 
right  to  the  use  of  the  water  relates 
back  to  the  time  the  notice  was 
posted.'  It  thus  becomes  apparent 
from  these  provisions  that  the  word 
'claimants'  as  used  in  section  1419  re- 
fers to  a  party  posting  and  recording 
the  notices  required  by  the  provisions 
of  section  1415,  and  does  not  apply  to 
an  appropriator  by  actual  diversion." 

22  Watterson  v.  Saldunbehere,  101 
Cal.  107,  35  Pac.  432. 

28  Lower  Tule  etc.  Co.  v.  Ahgiola 
etc.  Co.,  149  Cal.  496,  86  Pac.  108L 
In  this  case  the  appropriation  was 
made  by  cutting  a  hole  in  a  rivei 
levee  and  letting  the  water  run  by 
the  pide  of  the  levee  down  to  his  land. 

24  Sees.  1415-1421. 
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title  of  one  making  a  subsequent  appropriation  from  the  same 
stream  in  the  manner  provided  by  that  statute."^ 

One  who  had  long  been  using  the  water  on  public  land  as  ap- 
propriator  was  protected  in  De  Necochea  v.  Curtis^  against  a 
later  homesteader  claiming  as  a  riparian  owner,  though  the  appro-, 
priator  had  not  complied  with  the  formalities  required  by  the 
code.'  In  Wells  v.  Mantes '  he  was  likewise  protected  against 
a  later  appropriator  who  did  comply  with  the  code.  In  Utt  v. 
Frey  *  the  appropriator  died,  and  his  son  in  law  entered  and  took 
possession  without  any  formal  transfer.  The  latter 's  right  was 
upheld  as  a  new  appropriation  by  actual  diversion  and  use.  In 
Griseza  v.  Terwilliger  ^  it  was  held  that  a  transferee  under  a  parol 
sale  of  the  water-right  takes  ho  title  by  virtue  of  the  sale,  because 
of  the  statute  of  frauds,  but  if  he  actually  takes  possession  and 
uses  the  water,  he  has  a  good  title  as  a  new  appropriator  by  actual 
diversion,  though  the  code  formalities  were  not  performed.  In 
Idaho  it  has  been  held  that  one  having  actually  used  the  water  is 
an  appropriator  by  actual  diversion,  and  the  fact  that  he  there- 
after posted  a  notice  does  not  impair  his  right  to  claim  as  such 
instead  of  under  the  notice.® 

In  other  States,  while  following  the  original  method  of  appro- 
priation, the  same  result  was  reached.  The  Montana  court  said 
(after  quoting  from  De  Necochea  v.  Curtis  and  Wells  v.  Mantes, 
supra) :  ''We  think  the  construction  of  the  statute  by  the  supreme 
court  of  California  is  logical  and  correct,  and  are  of  the  opinign 
that  the  Montana  act  ahoiild  be  construed  in  the  same  manner."^ 
Likewise  in  Alaska,  Colorado,  Idaho,  Nevada,  Utah,  Washington 
and  Wyoming.® 


V  Citing  (iji  addition  to  the  eases 
cited  in  note  above)  McGuire  ▼. 
Brown,  106  Cal.  672,  39  Pac.  1060, 
30  L.  B.  A.  384;  Cardoza  v.  Calkins, 
117  ud.  112,  48  Pac.  1010,  18  Morr. 
Min.  Bep.  689;  MeDonald  y.  Bear  B. 
etc.  Co.,  13  Cal.  238,  1  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  626;  KimbaU  v.  Gearhart,  12 
CaL  29,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  615 ;  Kelly 
T.  Natoma  W.  Co.,  6  Cal.  105,  1  Morr. 
Min.  Bep.  592;  Hill  ▼.  King,  8  Cal. 
336,  4  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  533;  Hoflf- 
man  t.  Stone,  7  Cal.  46,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  520. 

1  80  Ckl.  397,  20  Pac.  563,  22  Pac. 
198. 

*  Affirmed  in  Burrows  v.  Burrows, 
82  CaL  564,  23  Pac.  146. 


8  99  Cal  583,  34  Pac.  324. 

4  106  Cal.  392,  39  Pac.  807. 

B  144  Cal.  456,  77  Pac.  1034;  infra, 
sec.  555. 

«  Brown  v.  Newell,  12  Idaho,  166, 
85  Pac.  385. 

7  Murray  v.  Tingley,  20  Mont.  260, 
50  Pac.  724,  19  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  137. 
See,  also,  Salazar  v.  Smart,  12  Mont. 
395,  30  Pac.  676;  Morris  v.  Bean 
(Mont.),  146  Fed.  425. 

8  Alaska, — "Inasmuch  as  the  stat- 
utes of  Alaska  make  no  provision  re- 
specting the  necessity  of  either  the 
posting  or  recording  of  notices  of  ap- 
propriation  of  waters  upon  the  public 
land,  we  think  no  such  notice  essen- 
tial to  the  validity,"  etc.;  Van  Dyke 
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§  366.  Settlement  on  Stream  Banks  not  Alone  Enough— No 
Preference  to  Biparian  Owners. — While  the  statutory  formalities 
are  thus  dispensed  with  in  favor  of  an  appropriator  by  actual 
diversion,  that  is  as  far  as  the  law  goes  in  dispensing  with 
formalities.  The  law  of  appropriation  recognizes  no  right  flow- 
ing from  merely  settling  on  the  banks  of  a  stream.  A  settlement 
on  the  banks  does  not  constitute  an  appropriation  where  nothing 
more  is  done.  A  riparian  owner  may  have  riparian  rights  in 
California,  but  must  proceed  like  anyone  else  if  he  wishes  a 
water-right  in  jurisdictions  following  the  (Colorado  doctrine 
where  riparian  rights  are  not  recognized.®  Aside  from  the  ques- 
tion of  riparian  rights,  elsewhere  considered,  the  settlement  does 
not  per  se  give  any  right  to  the  water.^®    In  one  case,^^  the  land 


y.   Midnight  Sun  Co.    (Alaska  C.   C. 
A.),  177  Fed.  90. 

California. — Cases   cited  supra. 

Colorado, — Sieber  v,  Frink,  7  Colo. 
148,  2  Pac.  901 ;  Water  Supply  Co.  v. 
Larimer  Co.,  24  Colo.  322,  51  Pac. 
496,  46  L.  R.  A.  322;  Denver  Co.  v. 
Dotson,  20  Colo.  304,  38  Pac.  322; 
Hoge  V.  Eaton,  135  Fed.  411. 

Idaho. — Sand  Point  etc.  Co.  ▼. 
Panhandle  etc.  Co.,  11  Idaho,  405,  83 
Pac.  347;  Brown  v.  Newell,  12  Idaho, 
166,  85  Pac.  387;  Pyke  v.  Burnside, 
8  Idaho,  487,  69  Pac.  477. 

Montana. — Murray  ▼.  Tingley,  20 
Mont.  260,  50  Pac.  723,  19  Morr.  Min, 
B«p.  137;  Morris  v.  Bean,  146  Fed. 
425,  affirmed  in  159  Fed.  651. 

Nevada.— Ophir  etc.  Co.  v.  Carpen- 
ter, 4  Ney.  534,  97  Am.  Dec.  550,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Bep.  640.  See,  also,  S. 
C,  6  Nev.  393. 

Utah. — "Any  person,  however,  who 
actually  used  the  water  for  a  useful 
or  beneficial  purpose,  acquired  the 
right  to  take  the  water  so  used  as 
against  all  subsequent  claimants,  re- 
gardless of  whether  the  user  had 
posted  notices  or  not."  Patterson  v. 
Ryan  (Utah),  108  Pac.  1118,  speak- 
ing of  the  method  before  the  present 
statutes  requiring  application  to  the 
State  Engineer.  See,  also,  Sowards 
V.  Meagher  (Utah,  1910),  108  Pac. 
1113,  citing  Murray  v.  Tingley,  supra. 

Washinpton, — Kendall  v.  Joyce,  48 
Wash.  489,  93  Pac.  1091. 

Wyoming. — Morris  v.  Bean  (Mont., 
but  construing  Wyoming  law),  146 
Fed.  425,  affirmed  in  159  Fed.  651. 


Miscellaneous. — See,  also,  60  Am. 
St.  Rep.  800,  note. 

9  "In  order  to  acquire  a  prior  or 
superior  right  to  the  use  of  soeh 
water,  it  is  as  essential  that  a  ripa- 
rian owner  locate  or  appropriate  the 
waters  and  divert  the  same  as  it  is  for 
any  other  user  of  water  to  do  so.'* 
Hutchinson  v.  Watson  D.  Co.  (1909). 
16  Idaho,  484,  133  Am.  St.  Rep.  125, 
101   Pac.   1059. 

"Some  contention  is  made  that  said 
act  of  the  legislature  does  not  applj 
to  persons  who  own  the  land  on  both 
sides  of  the  stream,  and  therefore  own 
the  bed  of  the  stream,  and  for  that 
reason  a  riparian  owner  is  not  re- 
quired to  pay  the  fees  provided  in 
said  act.  There  is  nothing  in  that 
contention."  Idaho  etc.  Co.  v.  Ste- 
phenson (1909),  16  Idaho,  418,  101 
Pac.  821. 

10  Walsh  y.  Wallace,  26  Nev.  299, 

99  Am.  St.  Rep.  692,  67  Pac  914; 
Leggat  y.  Carroll,  30  Mont.  384,  76 
Pac.  805;  Robinson  v.  Imperial  etc. 
Co.,  5  Nev.  44,  10  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
370;  Willey  v.*  Decker,  11  Wyo.  496, 

100  Am.  St.  Rep.  939,  73  Pac.  210. 
saying:  "Under  the  decisions  of  this 
court  that  fact  alone  confers  upon 
them  no  title  to  a  right  to  the  use  of 
the  waters  of  the  stream."  Van  Dyke 
y.  Midnight  Sun  Co.  (Alaska),  177 
Fed.  90,  100  C.  C.  A.  503;  McFar- 
land  V.  Alaska  etc.  Co.,  3  Alaska,  308; 
Snyder  v.  Colorado  etc.  Co.  (Colo.  C. 
C.  A.),  181  Fed.  62. 

u  Walsh  y.   Wallace,   cited  supra. 
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was  settled  upon  for  agricultural  purposes,  but  the  water  was  not 
diverted,  and  as  riparian  rights  ate  not  recognized  in  Nevada, 
the  settler  was  held  to  have  no  right  to  the  water.  In  another  ^^ 
the  land  was  taken  up  for  a  millsite  and  the  court  said:  **The 
digging  of  a  ditch  on  public  land  is  not  an  appropriation  of  the 
land  for  a  millsite,  nor  is  the  mere  appropriation  of  a  millsite 
an  appropriation  of  water  for  purposes  of  milling."  '*It  would 
be  as  absurd  to  say.  that  the  digging  of  a  ditch  is  an  appropriation 
of  land  sufficient  for  a  millsite,  as  to  say  that  to  appropriate  a 
millsite  would  be  an  appropriation  of  water  for  milling  pur- 
poses." Location  of  a  placer  mining  claim  in  the  bed  of  a  stream 
is  not  an  appropriation  of  the  water  in  the  stream.^^  Nor  is  a 
patented  placer  mine.^* 

In  Schwab  v.  Beam,*'  Judge  Hallett  did  hold  that  the  location 
of  a  placer  claim  gave  a  right  to  the  water  thereon.  The  court 
used  the  following  words:  "Nothing  in  the  constitution  of  this 
State  or  in  the  law  relating  to  irrigation  in  any  way  modifies  or 
changes  the  rules  of  the  common  law  in  respect  to  the  diversion 
of  streams  for  manufacturing,  mining  or  mechanical  purposes. 
In  Colorado,  as  elsewhere  in  the  United  States,  the  law  is  now 
as  it  has  been  at  all  times,  that  for  such  purposes  each  riparian 
owner  may  use  the  waters  of  running  streams  on  his  own  prem- 
ises, allowing  such  waters  to  go  down  to  subsequent  owners  in 
their  natural  channel."  This  seems  to  show  that  the  decision 
rested  not  on  the  principles  of  appropriation,  but  on  those  of 
riparian  rights.  The  placer  claimant  under  the  California 
doctrine  has  a  right  to  the  water  in  that  way,*®  but  not  by 
appropriation.  Schwab  v.  Beam  would  seem  to  be  an  attempt 
to  apply  the  California  doctrine  in  Colorado,  a  position  which 


u  Robinson  t.  Imperial  etc.  Co., 
npra.  One  of  these  passages  is  quoted 
from  the  headnote  and  the  other  is 
from  the  opinion. 

tt  Van  Dyke  v.  Midnight  Bun  Co. 
(Alaska),  177  Fed.  90;  100  C.  C.  A. 
503;  MeFarland  v.  Alaska  etc.  Co., 
3  Alaska,  308 ;  Snyder  v.  Colorado  etc. 
Co.  (Colo.  C.  C.  A.),  181  Fed.  62; 
Uggatt  y.  Carroll,  30  Mont.  384,  76 
Pac.  805. 

Bat  see  Schwab  y.  Beam  (C.  C. 
Colo.),  86  Fed.  41,  10  Morr.  Min. 
B«p.  279;  Madigan  v.  Kougarok  M. 


Co.,    3   Alaska,    63;    Cascade    Co.    v. 
Empire   Co.    (Colo.),   181   Fed.   1011. 

14  Snyder  v.  Colorado  etc.  Co., 
supra. 

15  (C.  C.  Colo.),  86  Fed.  41, 19  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  279.  Cited  with  approval 
in  Madigan  v.  Kougarok  Co.,  3 
Alaska,  63 ;  Cascade  Co.  v.  Empire  Co. 
(Colo.),  181  Fed.  1011;  with  disap- 
proval  in  Snyder  v.  Colorado  etc.  Co. 
(Colo.   C.   C.  A.),   181   Fed.   62. 

16  Crandail  ▼.  Woods,  8  Cal.  136, 
1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  604;  Leigh  v.  In- 
dependent Ditch  Co.,  8  Cal.  323,  12 
Morr.  Min.  Sep.  97. 
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the  State  court  repudiates."  The  case  has  been  criticised;* 
is  contrary  to  the  weight  of  more  recent  authority  just  cited, 
and  is  probably  overruled." 


(3d  ed.) 

§  367.  Same. — There  are  hardships  in  the  strict  enforcement 
in  this  rule,  and  they  will  increase  as  settlement  increasea 
Riparian  lands  have  certain  benefits  from  the  natural  flow  itself 
even  when  not  diverting  the  water,  and  also,  because  of  their 
favorable  situation,  afford  opportunities  for  uses  requiring  no 
diversion,  such  as  domestic  use,  fishing,  etc.  How,  in  States 
rejecting  riparian  rights,  shall  these  natural  benefits  be  preserved 
against  others  approp^ating  the  water  for  sale  for  their  own 
profit,  or  some  appropriators  who  are  largely  but  wasting  the 
water?  If  they  are  not  preserved,  then  ownership  of  riparian 
land  would  be  an  .absolute  disadvantage ;  so  favorably  situated 
that  domestic  use  or  natural  irrigation  requires  no  diversion,  its 
use  could  be  destroyed,  while  distant  unfavorably  situated  land 
requiring  diversion,  would  be  protected  in  use. 

To  meet  the  situation,  statements  are  appearing  in  the  reports 
to  the  effect  that  proof  of  benefit  to  the  land  by  natural  sub- 
irrigation  will  constitute  such  natural  subirrigation  an  appro- 
priation by  actual  use,  though  without  diversion.  Thus  in  an 
Idaho  case^  it  is  said:  **So  far  as  the  record  shows,  appellants' 
land  may  produce  crops  by  subirrigation,  hence,  never  necessary 
to  make  an  appropriation  of  any  of  the  waters  of  the  streams"; 
and  in  the  same  court  it  was  held  ^^  that  while  the  fact  that  a 
stream  in  its  original  native  condition  was  dammed  so  as  to 
cause  the  waters  to  percolate  through  and  subirrigate  adjacent 
meadow  lands  will  not  of  itself  justify  the  owner  of  such  lands 
in  maintaining  the  stream  dammed  in  such  condition  to  the  injury 
of  other  appropriators,  yet  it  may,  on  the  other  hand,  be  suflS- 
cient  to  initiate  a  right  for  a  quantity  of  the  waters  of  such 


17  Supra,  sec.  118. 

18  Morrison's  Mining  Bights,  elev- 
enth edition,  page  180,  saying:  "This 
is  an  extreme  holding  on  what  seems 
to  us  a  very  doubtful  position."  In 
the  twelfth  edition:  "This  is  an  ex- 
treme holding,  and  seems  to  us  an  in- 
defensible position."  And  recently 
doubted  whether  tenable  as  a  propo- 
sition under  the  law  of  appropriation 


aside  from  riparian  rights.    MiU's  Ir- 
rigation Manual,  p.  39. 

19  See  Snyder  v.  Colorado  etc  Co., 
supra.'  But  see  Cascade  Co.  ▼.  Em- 
pire Co.,  181  Fed.  1011. 

20  HiU  V.  Standard  Min.  Co.,  12 
Idaho,  223,  85  Pac.  907. 

21  Van  Camp  v.  Emery,  13  Idaho, 
202,  89  Pao.  752. 
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stream  adequate  for  the  aurface  irrigation  of  the  lands  previously 
so  subirrigated  therefrom.  So  in  Colorado  there  is  a  statute 
that  natural  overflow  or  natural  subirrigation  benefiting  land 
may  be  converted  into  a  ditch  diversion  with  priority  as  of  the 
time  of  the  first  cultivation  of  the  land.^ 

Such  a  rule,  if  generally  adopted,  would  be  a  long  step  toward 
a  return  to  the  rule  of  riparian  rights.  The  natural  advantage 
of  the  riparian  land  of  being  washed  by  the  stream  in  this 
respect  (as  well  as  others)  'is  the  foundation  of  the  common-law 
riparian  right.  In  fact,  in  Idaho  a  solution  has  more  recently 
been  sought  by  a  partial  return  to  the  common  law  of  riparian 
rights  itself.^  Under  this  decision  it  seems  to  be  the  Idaho 
rule  that  a  riparian  settler  actually  using  the  water  may,  if  not 
making  his  use  by  means  of  a  diversion,  be  deprived  of  all  of 
it  by  a  bona  fide  diversion  by  someone  else,  but  may  question 
the  bona  fides  of  such  other  person.^    Somewhat  similarly  in 

a  Colo.  Bey.  Stats.  1908,  see. 
3176;  Gen.  StaU.,  sec.  1723;  Laws 
1879,  p.  176,  sec.  37.  Compare  Waah- 
iogton,  Pieree's  Code  (1905),  see. 
5830. 

Under  this  Colorado  statute,  called 
the  ''Meadow  Act,"  the  riparian  sub- 
irrigative  appropriation  must  be 
eUimed  upon  the  rendition  of  any 
decree  settlinff  rights  upon  the 
stream,  or  is  barred  by  the  decree 
like  other  rights,  even  tl  the  lojs  of 
fubirrigation  ia  not  at  that  time  such 
w  to  indicate  the  necessity  for  a 
efaange  from  the  natural  to  a  ditch 
irrigation  and  such  necessity  does  not 
arise  until  several  jears  later.  If, 
however,  the  riparian  owner  con- 
structs a  ditch  while  the  adjudica- 
tion proceedings  are  pending  and 
applies  to  the  court  for  recognition 
thereof  in  the  pending  proceedings, 
his  ditch  will  be  allowed  a  right  dat- 
ing back,  by  relation,  "to  the  time 
when  they  first  enjoyed  the  benefits 
of  the  natural  overflow  of  the 
stream."  Broad  Run  etc.  Co.  v.  Deuel 
etc.  Co.,  47  Colo.  573,  108  Pac.  755. 
See,  also,  Humphreys  T.  Co.  v.  Frank, 
46  Colo.  524,  105  Pac.  1093. 

Compare  Hilger  t.  Sieben,  38  Mont. 
93,  98  Pac.  881. 

^  ^ttpro,  sec  185.  Under  this  recent 
Tuling,  when  no  use  is  made  by  the  ap- 
propriator  (or  when  the  appropriator 
nsing  the  water  has  not  icomplied  with 


the  statutes  for  making  an  appro- 
priation) the  riparian  owner  has  a 
kind  of  residuum  of  right  which  then 
will  (as  riparian  right)  entitle  him  to 
an  injunction  tP  proteict  his  domestic 
use  and  his  natural  subirrigatiofi,  ir- 
respective of  appropriation.  Hutch- 
inson V.  Watson  D.  Co.  (1909),  16 
Idaho,  484,  133  Am.  St.  Bep.  125, 
101  Pac.  1059.  The  court  held  that  a 
showing  by  a  riparian  proprietor  that 
he  has  been  for  more  than  seventeen 
years  using  the  water  of  a  stream  for 
domestic,  culinary  and  household  pur- 
poses and  for  the  use  of  his  livestock, 
and  tnat  the  water  of  the  stream  has 
continuously  flowed  through  his  land 
'"moistening  the  same,"  does  not 
amount  to  an  appropriation  of  any 
of  the  water  of  the  stream;  but  that, 
at  the  same  time,  the  rights  of  this 
riparian  proprietor  to  use  the  water 
for  domestic  and  culinary  purposes 
and  watering  stock,  and  to  have  the 
water  flow  by  or  through  his  prem- 
ises, as  at  common  law,  are  superior 
and  paramount  to  the  rights  of  a 
stranger  or  intermeddler  who  does  not 
assert  or  establish  any  right  to  the 
use  of  water  by  beneficial  appropria- 
tion. 

24  What,  if  any,  is  the  bearing  upon 
this  point  of  the  preference  to  domes- 
tic use  in  the  Idaho  Constitution f 

See  supra,  sec.  308. 
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Oregon,  under  the  recent  abrogation  there  of  riparian  rights,  the 
law  still  gives  a  limited  right  as  riparian  owner,  extending  to 
the  preservation  of  a  flow  (though  unused)  for  possible  domestic 
use.2*^ 

A  late  case  furnishes  an  excellent  illustration  of  the  difficulty 
of  the  situation,  and  how  the  law  of  appropriation  is  being 
strained  to  meet  it.  A  waterfall  in  a  canyon  in  Ck)lorado  made 
a  natural  garden.  The  spray  and  seepage  Watered  ferns  and 
foliage  which  added  to  the  beauty  of  the  falls.  Drawn  by  these 
natural  attractions,'  plaintiff  acquired  the  surrounding  land, 
built  a  hotel  and  established  a  health  and  pleasure  resort,  which 
acquired  patronage  and  name.  Defendant,  a  light  and  power 
company,  started  to  divert  the  stream  above  the  falls  to  generate 
electric  power  without  returning  the  water.  Although  the  owner 
of  the  resort  had  made  no  diversion,  nor  done  any  work  beyond 
building  houses  and  improving  the  banks  of  the  stream,  yet  he 
was  held  to  have  actually  appropriated  the  water,  and  the  power 
diversion  was  enjoined.^  Although  the  court,  in  words,  stren* 
uously  denies  the  existence  of  the  riparian  doctrine  in  Colorado,  yet 
a  clearer  application  of  it  in  fact  is  difficult  to  imagine. 


B.     TO  SECURE  THE  BENEFIT  OP  RELATION. 
rSd  ed.) 

§  368.  Object  of  Statntory  Provisions. — ^The  early  customs 
out  of  which  the  law  of  appropriation  grew  were  based  (as  has 
been  already  discussed)  on  the  principle  that  rights  on  the  public 
domain  were  open  to  all,  the  first  possessor  being  protected;  and 
that  all,  also,  should  have  an  equal  chance.  As  is  said  in  Nevada 
etc.  Co.  V.  Badd,^  they  did  not  countenance  anyone  acting  **the 
dog  in  the  manger."    Many  attempted  to  secure  monopoly  of 


25  Supra,  sec.  129,  holding  that  set- 
tlement upon  land  bordering  upon  or 
through  which  a  stream  may  flow,  or 
to  which  a  natural  source  of  water 
supply  may  be  adjacent,  or  upon 
which  it  may  be  situated,  in  itself, 
gives  a  riparian  right  for  a  flow  of 
sufficient  water  for  domestic  uses  and 
requirements  incident  thereto  which, 
even  though  not  now  in  actual  use, 
may  continue  to  be  demanded  (though 
riparian  rights  are  held  abrogated  for 
other  purposes  as  to  all  land  patented 
since  1877,  and  to  constitute  an  ap- 


propriation for  mining,  irrigation,  or 
power  purposes,  some  steps  toward  a 
diversion  thereoi,  or  other  good  and 
sufficient  notice,  is  necessary).  Hough 
V.  Porter,  ol  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  782,  98 
Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728. 

1  Cascade  Co.  v.  Empire  Co. 
(Colo.),  181  Fed.  1011,  citing  Schwab 
V.  Beam,  supra.  Contrast  Schodde  v. 
Twin  Falls  Co.  (Idaho),  161  Fed.  43. 
88  C.  C.  A.  207. 

2  37  Cal.  282,  and  in  Union  Min- 
ing Co.  y.  Pangberg,  81  Fed.  73. 
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waters  by  merely  posting  notices  or  making  a  pretense  at  build- 
ing canals,  ditches,  etc.,  and  tried  by  this  means  to  hold  a  right 
to  the  water  against  later  comers  who  bona  fide  sought  to  con- 
struct the  necessary  works  for  its  use  *  Prom  those  conditions 
grew  up  a  method  of  making  an  appropriation  to  apply  specially 
to  rival  claimants  while  the  construction  work,  often  prolonged, 
was  going  on.  If  the  first  comer  bona  fide  and  diligently  prose- 
cuted his  work,  his  right  on  its  completion  related  back  to  the 
very  beginning  of  it;*  otherwise  the  others  were  preferred. 
This  method  of  making  the  appropriation  was,  under  the  early 
decisions,  substantially  the  same  as  that  now  provided  for  this 
purpose,  in  the  Civil  CJode  of  California.'  The  provisions  of 
the  Civil  Code  of  California  are  merely  to  fix  the  procedure 
whereby  a  certain  definite  time  might  be  established  as  the  date 
at  which  title  should  accrue  by  relation.* 


(M  ed.) 

§  369.  ProvisionB  Ohiefly  Declaratory  Only. — ^In  codifying  the 
rales  governing  this  method  in  California  (and  the  early  statutes 
of  other  States  based  thereon),  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  decis- 
ions of  the  court  were  not  materially  changed;  for  the  whole 
code  npon  this  subject  ia  substantially  only  declaratory  of  the 
pre-existing  law.'' 

The  innovations  consist  in  the  following:  A  notice  expressing 
certain  details  in  writing  is  required.®  Before  the  code,  notice  was 
a  requisite,  but  it  did  not  have  to  be  a  written  notice,^  nor,  conse- 


>  *'The86  water-right  cases  are  pe- 
niliar  in  their  nature,  in  that  the  par- 
ties are  obliged  to  depend  to  so  great 
tn  extent  npon  the  memories  of  those 
who  came  to  a  new  country  in  the 

esrlj  dajs This  record  seems 

to  diselose  the  fact  that  there  ex- 
isted in  the^inds  of  those  who  first 
went  upon  Flatwillow  Creek  for  the 
purpose  of  locating,  a  sort  of  general 
plan  to  take  up  large  areas  of  the 
public  lands,  together  with  the  water 
necessarj  to  irrigate  the  ground,  so 
that  they  might  afterward  dispose  ot 
the  same  to  the  larger  landowners. 
Almost  every  person  whose  name  is 
nientioned  in  die  testimony  located  a 
flaim  and  took  out  a  ditch."  Wright 
V.  Cruse,  37  Mont.  177,  95  Pac.  370. 

<  Conger  v.  Weaver.  6  Cal.  548, 
^  Am.  Dec.  528,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 


594;  Nevada  etc.  Co.  t.  Kidd,  37  Cal. 
282. 

0  Sees.  1410-1422. 

6  De  Necochea  y.  Curtis,  80  Cal. 
397,  20  Pac.  563,  22  Pac.  198;  Wells 
V.  Mantes,  99  Cal.  583,  34  Pac.  324; 
Duckworth  v.  Watsonville  Co.,  158 
Cal.  206,  110  Pac.  927. 

7  De  Necochea  v.  Curtis,  80  Cal. 
397,  20  Pac.  563,  22  Pac.  198;  Wells 
V.  Mantes,  99  Cal.  583,  34  Pac.  324; 
Pomeroy  on  Riparian  Bights,  sec.  96; 
Blanchard  and  Weeks  on  Mining 
Claims  and  Water  Rights,  p.  696; 
Kinney  on  Irrigation,  sec.  351. 

8  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  1415. 

»  De  Necochea  v.  Curtis,  80  Cal. 
397,  at  406,  20  Pac.  563,  22  Pac. 
198;  Norman  v.  Corbley,  32  Mont. 
195,  79  Pac  1059. 
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quently,  did  it  have  to  express  the  present  required  details.  Acts 
such  as  would  put  a  man  on  inquiry — ^some  unequivocal  outward 
acts,  such  as  making  a  preliminary  survey — were  notice  enough." 
It  became  customary,  however,  to  post  a  written  notice,  even 
before  the  code.'*  The  other  point  was  where  the  code  specifies 
that  work  must  be  begun  within  sixty  days  after  posting  a 
notice,*^  whereas  before  the  code  it  was  a  question  to  be  decided 
by  the  jury  whether  the  delay  was  Unreasonable,  and  no  number 
of  days  was  fixed.^^  The  time  for  commencing  in  the  absence 
of  statute  is  any  reasonable  time.*^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  370.  Essential  Requisites.— There  are  four  requisites  in  all 
that  must  be  complied  with,  to  secure  the  benefit  of  the  doctrine 
of  relation  under  the  California  method  and  the  statutes  of  other 
States  based  thereon,  viz. :  First,  a  notice  must  be  posted  at  the 
start;  second,  there  must  be  an  intention  to  apply  the  water  to 
a  beneficial  purpose;  third,  the  work  must  be  prosecuted  with 
diligence;  fourth,  it  must  be  actually  completed.  We  proceed 
to  consider  each  of  these  separately.^' 

10  Parke  v.  Kilham,  8  CaL  77,  68  mons  y.  Winters,  21  Or.  35,  28  Am. 
Am.  Dee.  310,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  522;  St  Rep.  727,  27  Pac.  7;  Hiodman  t. 
Kimball  ▼.  Gearhart,  12  Gal.  27,  1  Rizor,  21  Or.  112,  27  Pae.  13;  Lov 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  615.  v.   Riaor,   25   Or.   551,   37   Pae.  82; 

11  See  Weaver  ▼.  Eureka  etc.  Co.,  Nevada  ete.  Co.  ▼.  BenDett,  30  Or. 
15  Cal.  271,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  642;  59,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  777,  45  Pm. 
and  statement  of  reporter,  in  Titcomb  472.  Another  summing  up  of  the 
▼.  Kirk,  51  Cal.  288,  5  Morr.  Min.  rules  is  as  follows:  "It  seems  tbe 
Rep.  10.  settled  law  in  the  States  where  irri- 

13  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  1419.  gation  problems  have  been  dealt  with 
IS  Infra,  sec.  382  et  seq.  that,  in  order  to  acquire  a  vested  right 

14  Cruse  V.  MeCauley  (Mont.),  tf6  in  the  use  of  water  for  such  purposes 
Fed.  369.  from  the  public  streams,  three  things 

IB  In  Oregon  the  requisites  are  must  concur:  There  must  be  the  con- 
summed  up:  "The  rule  is  settled  in  struction  of  ditches  or  channels  for 
this  state  that  to  constitute  a  valid  carrying  the  water;  the  water  most 
appropriation  of  water  there  must  be  be  diverted  into  the  artificial  cbas- 
(1)  an  intent  to  apply  it  to  some  nels,  and  carried  through  them  to  the 
beneficial  use,  existing  at.  the  time  place  to  be  used;  and  it  must  be 
or  contemplated  in  the  future;  (2)  a  actually  applied  to  beneficial  uses,  anci 
diversion  thereof  from  a  natural  he  nas  the  best  right  who  is  first  in 
stream;  and  \^)  an  application  of  it  time."  Gates  v.  Settlers  Co.,  19  Okl. 
within  a  reasonable  time  to  some  83,  91  Pac.  856. 
useful  industry.''  Beers  v.  Sharpe,  .  As  to  actual  application  to  use  as 
44  Or.  386,  75  Pae.  717,  citing  Sim-  an  element,  see  infra,  sec  495. 
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C.    NOTICE. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  371.  Form  of  Notice.— In  the  California  Civil  Code,**  it  ia 
proyided  that  a  notice  miust  be  posted  at  the  point  of  intended 
diversion,  stating  the  amount  and  purpose  and  place  and  means 
of  use,  and  be  recorded  within  ten  days.    Section  1415  is  as 

follows : 

"Notice  of  Appropriation. — ^A  person  desiring  to  appropriate 
water  must  post  a  notice,  in  writing,  in  a  conspicuous  place  at 
the  point  of  intended  diversion,  stating  therein: 

**1.  That  he  claims  the  water  there  flowing  to  the  extent  of 
(giving  the  number)  inches  measured  under  a  four-inch  pres- 
sure; 

"2.  The  purposes  for  which  he  claims  it,  and  the  place  of  in- 
tended use ; 

*'3.  The  means  hy  which  he  intends  to  divert  it,  and  the  size 
of  the  flume,  ditch,  pipe,  or  aqueduct  in  which  he  intends  to 
divert  it.  A  copy  of  the  hotice  must,  within  ten  days  after  it 
is  posted,  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  recorder  of  the  county 
in  which  it  lA  posted. 

"After  filing  such  copy  for  record,  the  place  of  intended  diver- 
sion or  the  place  of  intended  use  or  the  means  by  which  it  is 
intended  to  divert  the  water,  may  be  changed  by  the  person  post- 
ing said  notice  or  his  assigns  if  others  are  not  injured  by  such 
change.  This  provision  applies  to  notices  already  filed  as  well 
as  to  notices  hereafter  filed.  ".^^ 


M  Sections   1415,  1421. 

n  En.  March  21,  1872;  Axnd.  1903, 
361.  A  form  of  notice  under  this 
section  that  has  been  upheld  br  de- 
cision is  given  in  the  part  of  this 
book  containing  forms.  Infra,  sec 
1460. 

In  Montana  (Statutes  of  1907, 
ebapter  185,  page  489)  the  statute 
provides:  Sec.  4.  "Any  person  de- 
nring  to  appropriate  water  in  any 
itream,  creek,  canyon,  river  or  ravine, 
wherein  the  rights  of  water  therein 
bsve  been  adjudicated  and  decreed, 
ihall  post  a  notice  in  writing  in  a 
conspicuous  plaee  at  the  point  of  the 
intended  diversion,  stating  therein: 
1.  The  flow  claimed,  expressed  in 
cabie  feet  per  second ;  2.  The  purpose 
Water  Bif hta— 26 


for  which  said  water  is  claimed,  and 
the  place  of  intended  use;  3.  The 
name  of  the  stream,  creek,  spring, 
canyon,  river  or  ravine;  4.  The  name 
of  the  appropriator  or  appropriators ; 
6.  The  date  of  posting  said  notice." 

In  Washington  the  statute  is  al- 
most identical  with  the  California 
section  (See  infra,  sec.  741),  and  also 
provides^  "A  copy  of  the  notice  must, 
within  ten  (10)  days  after  it  is 
posted,  be  filed  for  record  in  the  office 
of  the  county  auditor  of  the  county  in 
which  it  is  posted."  Pierce's  (3ode, 
sec.  5132. 

In  Alaska,  an  aet  of  Congress 
(Alaska  Act  June  6,  1900,  31  Stats. 
at  Large,  321,  sec  15)  provides  for 
the  record  of   "waters  and   declara- 
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located  its  site  for  a  dam  and  canal  and  claimed  the  waters  of 
the  South  Tuba  River  and  commenced  the  construction  of  the 
dam  and  canal,  but  in  consequence  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
work,  was  unable  for  several  years  to  divert  or  use  the  water, 
and  in  the  meantime  the  defendants,  being  men  of  greater 
pecuniary  ability,  should  consequently  locate  another  claim 
above  or  near  the  plaintiff's  and  a  canal  running  parallel  with 
the  plaintiff's  and  be  in  a  condition  to  divert  and  use  the  water 
in  half  the  time;  their  acts,  provided  there  was  no  interference 
with  plaintiff's  site  and  location,  or  obstruction  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  its  work,  would  be  no  injury  to  plaintiff  or  cause  of 
action  in  its  favor.  The  plaintiff  in  such  case  hajs,  as  yet,  no 
right  to  the  water  so  far  perfected  that  a  diversion  or  use  by 
other  parties  is  any  interference  or  injury.  Bijt  if  the  plaintiff's 
work  should  be  prosecuted  with  diligence  and  completed,  so  as 
to  entitle  it  to  divert  and  use  the  waters,  its  right  to  the  waters 
thenceforth  would  date  by  relation  from  the  commencement  of 
the  work,  and,  should  defendants  thereafter  continue  to  divert 
the  waters  and  deprive  the  plaintiff  of  their  use,  an  injury  to 
their  water-rights  then  vested  and  perfected  would  result,  and 
a  right  of  action  for  the  injury  to  such  right  accrue."  The 
case  so  held  and  has  been  quoted  and  affirmed  on  this  point^^ 
In  the  latter  case  just  cited  this  principle  was  affirmed  by  the 
Federal  court,  the  court  saying:  **It  is  obvious  that  a  person 
who  intends  to  become  an  appropriator  under  these  sections 
cannot  acquire  the  excluave  right  to  tKe  use  of  the  water  he 
intends  appropriating,  nor  maintain  any  suit,  either  at  law  or 
in  equity  for  its  diversion,  until  all  the  steps  requisite  to  an 
appropriation  have  been  made."  In  Montana,**  affirming  the 
same  point,  the  court  says  that  the  appropriator  need  take  no 
notice  of  intervening  claimants  who  make  temporary  appropria- 
tions in  the  meantime. 

During  the  prosecution  of  the  construction  work  the  right 
does  exist  to  use  so  much  of  the  water  as  is  necessary  in  the 
construction  work,  to  keep  the  ditch  or  flume,  etc.,  in  repair/' 

13  Salt  Lake  City  v.  Salt  Lake  etc.  "  Woolman  v.  Garringer,  1  Mont. 

Co.,  24  Utah,   249,  67   Pac.   672,   61       ^35,    1    Morr.    Min.    Rep.    675.    Sec, 


T   'i^    A    aAo\>'          «♦«   p^  «    A«o  ^^7  Miles  V.  Butte  etc.  Co.,  32  Mont. 

L.  R.  A.  648;  Rmcon  etc.  Co.  v.  Ana-  g^  ^g  Pac.  549. 

heim  etc.  Co.    (C,  0.  S.  Dist.  Cal.)>  15  Weaver  v.  Conger, 

116  Fed.  543.  6  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  203. 
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but  that  is  all.  For  all  purposes  except  to  make  the  temporary 
use  of  the  water  by  others  actionable,  however,  the  right  to 
the  use  of  water  on  completion  relates  back  to  the  posting  of 
the  notice,  if  the  work  has  been  prosecuted  diligently,  and  dates 
from  the  posting  of  the  notice  as  against  those  who  come  later.** 


(Sa  ed.) 

§  376.  Failure  to  Post  Notice. — The  failure  to  post  a  notice, 
or  the  posting  of  a  faulty  notice,*''  constitutes  a  waiver  of  all 
advantages  that  such  a  warning  gives.  As  seen  above,  it  is 
not  fatal  if  the  work  is  nevertheless  completed  before  others 
intervene,  and  the  appropriator  may  claim  as  an  appropriator 
by  actual  diversion.*®  As  against  interveners,  however,  the 
failure  is  fatal.*®  Beginning  a  ditch  without  posting  notice 
gives  no  right  against  another  who  does  post  notice  before  the 
completion  of  the  former  ditch,  and  works  diligently  to  his  own 
completion.^  As  between  rival  claimants,  neither  of  whom  has 
posted  a  notice,  probably  the  result  will  be  the  same,  giving  the 
better  right  to  the  first  who  actually  diverts  and  uses  the  water.^' 
It  may  be,  however,  that  they  will  be  on  the  same  footing  as 
rivals  before  the  code  (when  written  notice  was  not  needed ),'^-^ 
on  the  ground  that  the  code  provisions  were  enacted  for  their 
benefit,  and  they,  refusing  to  take  advantage  of  them,  waived 
them.  In  this  view,  the  better  right  would,  by  relation,  be  in 
him  who  began  first  in  a  way  that  gave  notice  from  his  acts, 
provided  he  prosecuted  the  work  with  diligence.®  The  view 
of  the  code  taken  in  De  Necochea  v.  Curtis  and  Wells  v. 
Mantes,**  however,  would  lead  one  to  think  that  no  claim  to  the 
benefit  of  the  doctrine  of  relation  can  be  made  whatsoever,  unless 
the  code  provisions  are  strictly  complied  vrith.^^ 


wCaL  Civ.  Code,  1414,  1418; 
Maeria  v.  Bricknell,  7  Cal.  261,  6S 
Am.  Dec.  257,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  601; 
Nevada  etc.  Co.  t.  Kidd,  37  Cal.  282; 
Wells  V.  Mantes,  99  Cal.  583,  34  Pac. 
324. 

"  Taylor  v.  Abbott,  103  Cal.  421, 
37  Pac.  408. 

iMVells  V.  Mantes,  99  Cal.  583, 
34  Pac.  324. 

w  Ibid.,  and  De  WolfsWll  v.  Smith, 
5  Cal.  App.  175,  89  Pac.  1001. 

^Jlid. 

^  Compare  Cordoza  v.  Calkins,  117 
CaL  106,  48  Pac.  1010,  18  Morr.  Min. 


Rep.  689;  Wishon  v.  Globe  etc.  Co., 
158  Cal.  137,  110  Pac.  290. 

22  Supra,  sec.  369. 

23  See  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  801,  note; 
as,  for  example,  in  Maeris  v.  Brick- 
nell, 7  Cal.  261,  68  Am.  Dec.  257,  1 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  607,  and  Kimball  v. 
Gerhardt,  12  Cal.  27,  1  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  615. 

24  Supra. 

25  Such  was  the  result  in  the  case 
of  Murray  v.  Tingley,  20  Mont.  260, 
50  Pac.  724,  19  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  137. 
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§  376.  Notice  Atone  not  Enough.— It  need  hardly  be  said  that 
merely  posting  a  notice  is  not  enough  unless  the  other  requisites 
of  a  bona  fide  intent,  diligence  and  completion,  are  also  com- 
plied with.  It  is  well  settled  that  the  posting  of  a  notice  gives 
no  rights  if  the  other  requisites  are  not  complied  with.^ 


D.     BENEFICIAL  PURPOSE. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  377.  Necessity  for  Bona  Fide  Intention. — There  must  be  an 
intention  to  use  the  water  for  a  beneficial  purpose.  This  was  a 
requisite  from  the  earliest  days,  for  all  appropriations,  however 


1  "The  right  to  the  water  does 
not  exist  when  the  notice  is  given 
and  it  may  never  vest.  The  most 
that  is  in  esse  is  a  right  to  acquire, 
bj  reasonable  diligence,  a  future  right 
to  the  water."  Mitchell  v.  Canal 
Co.,  75  Cal.  482,  483,  17  Pac.  246. 

"The  amount  claimed  in  the  notice 
is  no  mettsure  of  the  right."  Duck- 
worth V.  Watsonville  etc.  Co.,  150  Cal. 
520,  89  Pac.  338. 

"Appropriation  is  a  much-abused 
word.  It  is  often  loosely  spoken  of 
as  the  preliminary  step — such  as  filing 
a  notice,  making  a  claim  to  the  water, 
nr  the  like — but  in  its  legal  signifi- 
cance it  embodies  not  only  the  claim 
to  the  water,  but  the  consummation  of 
that  claim  by  actual  use."  Morris  v. 
Bean  (Mont.),  146  Fed.  425. 

"The   notice   of  Laird's  claim  was 

of    no    validity A    declaration 

of  a  claim  to  water,  unaccompanied 
by  acts  of  possession,  is  wholly  inop- 
erative as  against  those  who  shall 
legally  proceed  to  acquire  a  rigjt  to 
the  same."  Columbia  Min.  v.  Holter, 
1  Mont.  296,   2  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  14. 

"My  intention  was  that,  knowing 
that  a  good  location  was  wanted  for 
a  smelter-site,  to  hold  it  for  that 
purpose."  Having  from  1889  to  1902 
taken  no  steps  beyond  posting  a  no- 
tice, a  nonsuit  was  granted  against 
him  in  a  suit  by  him  against  one 
who  in  the  meantime  had  diverted  and 
used  the  water.  Miles  v.  Butte  etc. 
Co.,  32  Mont.  56,  79  Pac.  549. 

"The  filing  of  the  notice  of  ap- 
propriation   did    not    alone    establish 


the  appropriation  nor  determine  either 
the  time  or  amount  thereof;  but  the 
necessity,  the  actual  diversion,  and 
the  use  were  all  essential  in  acquir- 
ing title  to  the  water  by  prior  appro- 
priation. If  these  existed,  title  to  it 
was  acquired  without  notice;  and,  if 
not,  the  notice  eould  not  give  title. 
Notice  shows  prima  facie  an  inten- 
tion from  the  date  of  its  posting  to 
appropriate,  and,  if  followed  by  dili- 
gence in  the  construction  of  the  ditch 
and  diversion  of  the  water,  the  right 
will  date  from  the  time  of  giving  the 
notice."  Ison  v.  Sturgill  (Or.  1910), 
109  Pac.  579. 

That  notice  alone  is  not  enough  is 
held  in  the  cases  passim,  throughout 
the  subject.  The  following  additional 
specific  examples  are  cited:  Thomp- 
son V.  Lee,  8  Cal.  279,  1  Morr.  Min. 
Bep.  610;  Weaver  v.  Eureka  Lake 
Co.,  15  Cal.  271, 1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  64; 
Nevada  etc.  Co.  v.  Kidd,  37  CaL  282; 
Mitchell  V.  Amador  etc.  Co.,  75  Cal. 
464,  17  Pac.  246;  Cordoza  v.  Calkins, 
117  Cal.  106,  48  Pac.  1010,  18  Morr. 
Min.  Bep.  689 ;  De  Wolf  skill  v.  Smith, 
5  Cal.  App.  175,  89  Pac.  1001;  Conley 
V.  Dyer,  43  Colo.  22,  95  Pac.  304; 
Hilger  v.  Sieben,  38  Mont.  93.  98 
Pac.  881;  Smyth  v.  Neal,  31  Or.  105, 
49  Pac.  850;  Patterson  v.  Ryan 
(Utah),  108  Pac.  1118;  Kendall  v. 
Joyce,  48  Wash.  489,  93  Pac.  1091; 
Miocene  D.  Co.  v.  Campion  D.  M.  Co., 
3  Alaska,  572;  Sullivan  v.  Jones 
(Ariz.),  108  Pac.  476,  O'ReiHey  v. 
Noxon  (Colo.),  113  Pac.  486. 
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made.'  In  one  case  it  is  said:  "He  did  not  appropriate  in  a 
legal  sense  any  water  except  such  as  he  used  beneficially — ^turn- 
ing more  water  from  a  stream  than  he  used  was  waste,  not 
appropriation."'  In  another  case:  ''If  the  proposed  appro- 
priator  is  not  able  to  complete  and  finally  establish  his  appro- 
priation by  applying  the  water  to,  and  using  it  for,  the  beneficial 
purpose  for  which  it  was  proposed  to  be  appropriated,  either 
by  himself  or  through  the  agency  of  some  user,  his  appropria- 
tion fails. "^  In  another:  ''The  intention  of  the  claimant  is 
therefore  a  most  important  factor  in  determining  the  validity 
of  an  appropriation  of  water."  ^  The  intention  must  be  bona  fide 
and  not  for  speculation,  such  as  an  intention  to  store  water  for 
monopoly,*  or  for  irrigation  of  one's  own  land  when  one  has 
no  lands  to  be  irrigated^  but,  as  appropriation  may  be  made 
for  use  on  other  lands  than  one's  own,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
have  any  irrigable  land  when  the  intention  is  in  good  faith  to 
supply  water  to  others.* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  378.  What  Constitutes  a  Beneficial  Purpose. — ^What  con- 
stitutes a  beneficial  purpose  will  best  be  seen  from  examples.^ 

A  passive  acceptance  of  water  as  it  flows  into  one's  ditch 
when  another  appropriator  does  not  wish  to  use  it  is  not  an 
appropriation  if  not  taken  into  the  ditch  with  any  intent  to  a 
use  at  all.*^ 


2  See  Pomeroy  on  Biparian  Bights, 
see.  47.  Citing  Dick  y.  Caldwell,  14 
Nct.  167;  Dick  t.  Bird,  14  Nev.  161; 
("rtne  t.  Winsor,  2  Utoh,  248,  11  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  69 ;  Munroe  v.  Ivie,  2  Utah, 
535,  8  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  127;  Woolman 
▼.  Garringer,  1  Mont.  635,  11  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  675;  CaL  Civ.  Code,  see. 
1411. 

See,  also,  North  Am.  Co.  t.  Adams 
(Colo.),  104  Fed.  404,  45  C.  C.  A. 
185,  21  Monr.  Min.  Rep.  65;  Nevada 
D.  Co.  V.  Bennett,  30  Or.  59,  60  Am. 
St.  Rep.  777,  45  Pac.  472;  Smith  v. 
Duff,  39  Mont.  382,  133  Am.  St.  Rep. 
587,  102  Pac.  984;  Snyder  t.  Colo- 
rable etc.  Co.  (Colo.  C.  C.  A.),  181 
Fp«1.  62;  Cascade  Co.  t.  Empire  Co. 
(Cclo.),  181  Fed.  1011. 

3  Dick  V.  Caldwell,  14  Nev.  167. 

*  Sowards  v.  Meagher  (Utah,  1910}^ 
108  Pae.  1113. 


0  Power  V.  Switzer,  21  Mont.  523, 
55  Pae.  32. 

•  Weaver  v.  Eureka  Co.,  15  Cal. 
271,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  642.  But  it 
has  been  held  that  an  allegation  in  a 
complaint  that  defendant's  claim  was 
for  speculative  purposes  is  a  conclu- 
sion of  law,  and  insufficient  pleading 
without  a  statement  of  the  evidence 
to  sustain  it.  Stemberger  v.  Seaton 
etc.  Co.  (1909),  45  Colo.  401,  102  Pac. 
168,  sed  qtL 

7  Miles  V.  Butte  etc.  Co.,  32  Mont. 
56,  79  Pac.  549. 

8  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95 
Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728. 
Cf.  svpra,  sec.  281  and  infra,  sec.  395. 

9  For  an  interesting  discussion  of 
the  point,  see  Cascade  Co.  v.  Empire 
Co.  (Colo.),  181  Fed.  1011. 

10  Smith  Co.  v.  Colorado  etc.  Co., 
34  Colo.  485,  82  Pac  940/  3  L.  B.  A., 
N.  8.,  1148. 
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A  ditch  for  drainage  does  not  appropriate  the  water  in  it, 
because  of  the  absence  of  intent  to  use  the  water.^^  Where 
water  draining  from  a  tunnel  finds  its  way  to  a  stream,  the 
tunnel  owner  cannot  claim  as  an  appropriator  the  right  to 
reclaim  the  water  from  another  part  of  the  stream.^  Where 
water  drains  from  an  abandoned  well  drilled  for  oil,  the  driller 
of  the  well  is  not  an  appropriator  of  the  water,  from  lack  of 
intent  to  use  the  water  at  the  time  the  well  was  abandoned.^^ 
But  the  drainage  may  be  only  incidental  to  a  beneficial  use. 

•  

or  there  may  be  a  dual  intent.  ''There  was  some  testimony 
indicating  a  dual  intent  on  the  part  of  Duncan — ^that  is,  a  pur- 
pose not  only  to  get  water  to  irrigate  his  land,  as  stated,  bat 
also  to  draw  off  the  flood  water  from,  and  prevent  it  flowing 
to,  some  other  land  owned  by  him  on  which  he  then  had  grow- 
ing a  crop  of  grain.  This  purpose  to  drain  one  tract  of  land 
did  not  vitiate  or  destroy  the  right  to  take  the  water  for  irri- 
gation of  other  tracts,  nor  impair  the  right,  acquired  by  such 
appropriation  and  use,  to  take  and  use  it  for  the  latter  purpose. 
The  two  purposes  are  not  inconsistent."" 

When  making  no  application  of  water,  quaere  whether  flowing 
it  through  a  ditch  to  flush  it  and  keep  it  open  is  beneficial  use.^^ 

Irrigation  is  a  useful  purpose,  and  water  may,  of  course,  be 
appropriated  for  i^rigation.^^    What  is  contemplated  by  the  tenn 


11  Eddy  V.  Simpson,  3  Cal.  249,  58 
Am.  Dec.  4Q8,  15  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
175;  Maeris  v.  Bieknell,  7  Cal.  261, 
68  Am.  Dec.  257,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
601. 

12  Farmers*  etc.  Co.  ▼.  Bio  Grande 
etc.  Co.,  37  Colo.  512,  86  Pac.  1042  j 
8upra,  sec.  38  et  seq.,  "Becapture." 

18  De  Wolfskin  T.  Smith,  5  CaL 
App.  175,  89  Pac.  1001. 

14  Lower  Tule  etc.  Co.  v.  Angiola 
etc.  Co.,  149  Cal.  496,  86  Pac.  1081. 

IB  Mann  v.  Parker,  48  Or.  321,  86 
Pac.  598.  Cf.  Weaver  ▼.  Conger,  10 
Cal.  233,  6  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  203. 

Regarding  appropriations  in  Wyo- 
ming for  floating  logs,  see  Wyo.  Stats. 
1903,  c.  16,  sec.  1. 

i«  Basey  v.  Gallagher,  87  U.  S. 
670,  22  L.  Ed.  452,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
683;  Bupley  v.  Welch,  23  Cal.  453, 
4  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  243  (approved  in 
Natoraa  etc.  v.  Hancock,  101  Cal.  42, 
31  Pac.  112,  35  Pac.  334);  Cave  v. 
Crafts,  53  CaL  135;  Anaheim  etc.  T. 


Semi-Tropic  Co.,  64  Cal.  185,  30  Pac. 
623;  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69  CaL  255,  10 
Pae.  674;  Yunker  v.  Nichols,  1  Colo. 
651,  8  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  64;  Schilling 
▼.  Bominger,  4  Colo.  100;  Sieber  v. 
Frink,  7  Colo.  148,  2  Pac.  901 ;  Uri- 
mer  Co.  Bes.  Co.  t.  People,  8  Colo. 
614,  9  Pac.  794;  Platte  Water  Co. 
V.  Northern  Colo.  Irr.  Co.,  12  Colo. 
625,  21  Pac.'711;  Farmers'  etc  Co.  v. 
Southworth,  13  Colo.  Ill,  21  Pat 
1028,  4  L.  B.  A.  767 ;  Geertson  ▼.  Bar- 
rack, 3  Idaho,  344,  29  Pac.  42;  Kirk 
V.  Bartholomew,  3  Idaho,  367,  29  Pae. 
40;  Pyke  v.  Burnside,  8  Idaho,  487, 
69  Pac.  477;  Thorp  v.  Freed,  1  Mont 
651;  Murray  v.  Tingley,  20  Mont 
260,  50  Pac.  723;  Sayre  v.  Johnson, 
33  Mont.  15,  81  Pac.  389;  Barnes  v. 
Sabron,  10  Nev.  231,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Bep.  673 ;  Dick  v.  Bird,  14  Nev.  161 ; 
Dick  V.  Caldwell,  14  Nev.  167 ;  Nevada 
etc.  Co.  v.  Bennett,  30  Or.  59,  60  Am. 
St.  Bep.  777,  45  Pac.  472;  Brown  v. 
Baker,  39  Or.   66,   65  Pac  799,  66 
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"irrigation'*  appears  from  the  following:  Water  inereaaing  the 
growth  of  grass  for  pasturage  is  a  beneficial  purpose  if  turned 
on  the  land  with  that  intent ;  ^"^  and  the  water  thus  used  may  be 
claimed  in  addition  to  that  used  for  crops  and  grain ;  ^*  but  it  is 
otherwise  where  the  increase  in  growth  of  hay  was  merely  inci- 
dental, and  irrigation  had  not  been  intended/'  or  where  there  was 
but  a  purposeless  flooding  of  land.^  Cutting  wild  grass  pro- 
duced by  the  overflow  of  a  river,  that  is,  by  the  water  of  a  river 
coming  down  and  spreading  over  the  land,  is  not  an  appropria- 
tion of  that  water  within  the  meaning  of  that  term.^^ 

Culinary  use  and  watering  horse  by  a  settler,  being  intended 
permanent,  is  a  beneficial  use,  but  use  by  driving  sheep  or  cattle 
to  a  spring  sporadically  and  intermittently  is  not  an  appropria- 
tion, being  too  uncertain,  and  not  intended  as  an  appropriation.^ 
Appropriations  may  be  made  for  domestic  use.^ 

The  following  is  an  extreme  case:  ''The  ground  assumed  is  that 
the  diversion  of  water  for  the  mere  temporary  purpose  of  strand- 
ing fish  is  not  converting  it  to  a  useful  or  profitable  purpose,  and 
therefore  the  party  thus  diverting  it  acquires  no  rights.  Had  the 
water  been  diverted  by  the  Indians  for  the  mere  purpose  of  catch- 
ing fish  upon  one  occasion,  this  position  might  have  been  right. 
But,  as  I  understand  the  testimony,  it  was  a  permanent  diversion 
of  the  water^  so  as  to  run  it  over  flat  meadows,  thus  enabling  the 
Indians  at  any  time  to  catch  fish  among  the  grass  of  the  meadow- 
land,  which  they  could  not  catch  while  the  waters  were  confined 
in  a  narrow  channel.  I  cannot  see  but  that  it  is  just  as  legitimate 
for  an  Indian  to  turn  water  over  meadow-land  to  enable  him  to 


Pae.  193;  Lone  Tree  Co.  v.  Bapid  City 
Co.,  16  8.  D.  451,  93  N.  W.  650; 
Crane  v.  Winsor,  2  Utah,  248,  11 
Morr.  Min,  Bep.  69;  Munroe  t.  Ivie, 
2  Utah,  535,  8  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  127; 
Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac. 
732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728. 

17  Say  re  y.  Johnson,  33  Mont.  15, 
SI  Pac.  389;  Smyth  v.  Neal,  31  Or. 
105.  109,  49  Bac.  850;  Kleinschmidt 
T.  Gneiser,  14  Mont.  484,  497,  43  Am. 
St.  Rep.  652,  37  Pac.  5,  6;  Bodgers 
▼.  Pitt,  129  Fed.  932.  Or  the  growth 
of  hay.  Pyke  v.  Burnaide,  8  Idaho, 
487,  69  Pac.  477. 

W  Eodgera  ▼.  Pitt,  129  Fed.   932. 

»  Power  T.  Switzer,  21  Mont.  523, 
55  Pac.  32. 

20  Millheiser  t.  Long,  10  N.  M. 
W,  61  Pac  111, 


21  Walsh  V.  Wallace,  26  Nev.  299, 
99  Am.  St.  Bep.  692,  67  Pac.  914. 

22  Patterson  v.  Byan  (Utah,  1910), 
108  Pac.  1118. 

28  As  defined  in  Idaho  (McLean's 
Bev.  Codes,  sec.  3250):  "The  phrase 
'domestic  purposes'  as  contained  in 
this  title  shall  be  construed  to  in- 
clude water  for  the  household,  and  a 
sufScient  amount  for  the  use  of  do- 
mestic animals  kept  with  and  for  the 
use  of  the  household."  See  infra,  sec. 
740,  for  definition  of  "domestic  use." 

Begarding  stock-watering  purposes, 
there  is  a  Federal  statute  granting 
lands  for  reservoir  purposes  upon  fil- 
ing maps  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior.  A.  C.  Jan.  13,  1897,  29 
Stats,  at  Large^  484.  See  infra,  sec 
433. 
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catch  fish  for  his  subsistence  as  for  a  white  man  to  turn  it  over  the 
same  land  to  increase  the  growth  of  grass."**  It  has,  however, 
more  lately  been  held  that  water  may  not  be  appropriated  to  fill 
a  series  of  small  reservoirs  or  lakes  in  which  to  propagate  fish.^ 
Another  extreme  holding  is  that  building  a  summer  hotel  is  an 
appropriation  of  a  near-by  waterfall  which  lends  beauty  to  the 
resort.^ 

Storage  as  an  aid  to  irrigation  or  other  use  (as  opposed  to  specu- 
lation) is  a  useful  purpose,  and  water  may  be  appropriated  for 
storage.*  Articles  of  incorporation  to  divert  water  do  not  include 
building  of  reservoirs  to  store  it.* 

Mining  and  power  are  useful  purposes  for  which  appropriation 
may  be  made.*  Prospecting  a  placer  claim,  though  it  yields  no 
profit,  is  a  beneficial  use.*^  Sale  or  public  supply  likewise.®  The 
original  case  of  Irwin  v.  Phillips  ^  was  such  a  case.  Manufacture 
and  generation  of  light,  heat,  power  or  electricity  is  beneficial 
use,  for  which  an  appropriation  can  be  made.* 

But  mere  speculation  is  not  allowed;  e.  g,,  a  reservoir  built  to 
hold  water  indefinitely,  without  any  definite  use  in  mind,*  or  for 


24  LobdeU  t.  Hall,  3  Nev.  507. 

25  Windsor  Res.  Go.  v.  Lake  Sup- 
ply Co.,  44  Colo.  214,  98  Pac.  729. 

1  Cascade  Co.  v.  Empire  Co.  (Colo.), 
181  Fed.  1011. 

2  Water  Supply  Co.  v.  Larimer  Irr. 
Co.,  24  Colo.  322,  51  Pac.  496,  46  L. 
B.  A.  322;  Cache  La  Poudre  Co.  v. 
Windsor  Co.,  25  Colo.  63,  52  Pac. 
1104;  Windsor  Res.  Co.  t.  Lake  Sup- 
ply Co.,  44  Colo.  214,  98  Pac.  729. 
See  17  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  329,  note. 

3  Seeley  v.  Hunting  etc.  Assn.,  27 
Utah,  179,  75  Pac.  367. 

4  Irwin  ▼.  Phillips,  5  Cal.  140,  63 
Am.  Dec.  113,  15  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
178;  McDonald  v.  Bear  River  Co.,  13 
Cal.  220,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  626,  15 
Cal.  145,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  639; 
Platte  Water  Co.  t.  Northern  Colo. 
Irr.  Co.,  12  Colo.  525,  21  Pac.  711; 
Woolman  v.  Garringer,  1  Mont.  535, 
1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  675. 

B  Madigan  v.  Kougarok  M.  Co.,  3 
Alaska    63. 

6  Wi'lterding  v.  Green,  4  Idaho,  773, 
45  Pac.  134;  Albuquerque  etc.  Co.  v. 
Guitterez,  10  N.  M.  177,  61  Pac.  357; 
Gutierres  v.  Albuquerque  etc.  Co.,  188 
U.  S.  545,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  338,  47 
L.  Ed.  588;   Salt  Lake  City  v.  Salt 


Lake  etc.  Co.,  24  Utah,  249,  67  Pac 
672,  61  L.  B.  A.  648;  PJatte  Water 
Co.  V.  Northern  Colo.  Irr.  Co.,  12  Colo. 
525,  21  Pac.  711;  Lone  Tree  D.  Co. 
y.  Bapid  City  etc.  Co.,  16  S.  D.  451, 
93  N.  W.  650;  Strickler  v.  Colorado 
Springs,  16  Colo.  61,  25  Am.  St.  Bep. 
245,  26  Pac.  313;  Yuba  Co.  ▼.  Cloke, 
79  Cal.  239,  21  Pac.  740;  Senior  t. 
Anderson,  130  Cal.  290,  at  297,  62 
Pac.  563;  Souther  t.  San  Diego  etc., 
112  Fed.  228;  Cal.  Const.,  art.  14,  sec 
1.  See  note  in  60  Am.  St.  Bep.  804, 
816.  Begarding  public  service,  see 
infra,  sec.  1245  et  seq. 

T  5  Cal.  140,  63  Am.  Dec.  113,  15 
Morr.  Min.  Bep.  178. 

«  Speer  v.  Stephenson  (1909),  16 
Idaho,  707,  102  Pac.  365;  Sternberger 
V.  Seaton  etc.  Co.  (1909),  45  Colo. 
401,  102  Pac.  168;  Thompson  v.  Pen- 
nebaker    (Wash.),   173   Fed.   849,  97 

C.  C.  A.  591;  Cascade  Co.  v.  Empire 
Co.  (Colo.),  181  Fed.  1011;  Neb. 
Stats.  1893,  c.  40,  p.  378,  Cobbey's 
Ann.  Stats.,  sec.  6754.  But  see  Shodde 
V.  Twin  Falls  Co.,  supra,  sec.  313. 

9  Weaver  v.  Eureka  etc.  Co.,  15  Cal. 
271,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  642;  Miocene 

D.  Co.  T.  Campion  M.  Co.,  3  Alaska, 
572. 
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monopoly.*®  An  appropriation  can  be  made  for  a  purpose  con- 
templated in  the  future,  such  as  the  irrigation  of  land  to  be 
later  acquired,  if  there  will  be  noi  unreasonable  delay,  and 
speculation  is  not  intended.** 

Regarding  appropriations  for  storage  under  Colorado  statutes, 
the  Colorado  constitution  allows  an  appropriation  either  by  means 
of  a  ditch  or  canal  for  immediate  irrigation,  or  by  a  reservoir 
for  storage  of  whatever  flow  is  diverted  or  stored  for  future 
beneficial  use,  but  an  appropriation  for  storage  includes  only  one 
filling  of  the  reservoir  each  season  unless  expressly  intended  and 
initiated  for  several  fillings.  In  the  absence  of  an  express  appro- 
priation for  more  than  one  filling,  only  a  priority  for  a  single 
filling  can  be  awarded  to  such  appropriation;  and  a  subsequent 
appropriator  may  build  another  reservoir  to  store  the  surplus  over 
the  one  filling  of  the  prior  reservoir.** 

That  all  pursuits  are  on  an  equal  footing,  whether  miners, 
agriculturists,  manufacturers,  or  other  occupations,  is  a  matter 
previously  set  forth.  The  law  here  again  follows  out  the  idea 
of  **free  development"  upon  which  it  is  founded.  The  follow- 
ing passage  from  Basey  v.  Gallagher*'  is  frequently  quoted: 
"Water  is  diverted  to  propel  machinery  in  flourmills,  and  saw- 
mills, and  to  irrigate  land  for  cultivation,  as  well  as  to  enable 
miners  to  work  their  mining  claims,  and  in  all  such  cases  the  right 
of  the  first  appropriator,  exercised  within  reasonable  limits,  is 
respected  and  enforced.'*  An  appropriation  may  be  made  for 
any  beneficial  purpose.** 


(3d  ed.) 

§  379.    Motive. — Malice  and  ill-will  toward  another  do  not 

enter  into  the  question.*^  It  is  usually  said  that  an  act  other- 
wise lawful  does  not  become  unlawful  merely  through  a  malicious 
motive  to  injure  another.  The  question  is  more  or  less  an  open 
one,  however,  under  the  new  decisions  concerning  underground 
water  and  in  that  connection  will  be  discussed  later. 


10  Revenue  etc.  Co.  v.  Balderston, 
2  Alaska,  363. 

11  Sowards  v.  Meagher  (Utah, 
IJ^IO),  108  Pae.  1113.  See  infra,  sec. 
483,  future  needs. 

12  Winilsor  Res.  Co.  v.  Lake  Supply 
Co.,  44  Colo.  214,  98  Pac.  729. 

13  87  U.  8.  670,  22  L.  Ed.  452,  1 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  683  (per  Justice 
Stephen  Field). 


U  Thompson  v.  Pennebaker  (Wash.), 
173  Fed.  849,  97  C.  C.  A.  591;  Silver 
Peak  Mines  v.  Valcalda,  79  Fed.  886. 

15  Correa  v.  Frietas,  42  Cal.  339,  2 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  336;  Stone  y.  Bum- 
pus,  46  Cal.  218,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
278;  Fisher  v.  Feige,  137  Cal.  39,  92 
Am.  St.  Rep.  77,  69  Pac.  618,  59  L. 
B.  A.  333. 
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§  380.  Evidence  of  Intention.— How  is  the  intention  shown  f 
First,  of  course,  from  the  notice ;  but  it  may  be  drawn  also  from 
the  appropriator's  acts,  the  manner  in  which  they  work,  the  gen- 
eral size  of  the  ditch,  etc.*'  They  aid  in  interpreting  the 
notice.  "But  as  every  appropriation  must  be  for  a  beneficial  or 
useful  purpose,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  courts  to  try  the  ques- 
tion of  the  claimant's  intent  by  his  acts,  and  the  circumstances 
surrounding  his  possession  of  the  water,  its  actual  or  contemplated 
use,  and  the  purpose  thereof."  *^ 

Where  the  appropriation  is  by  actual  diversion  without  notice, 
such  evidence  of  surrounding  circumstances  is  the  sole  evidence 
of  the  intent  that  is  possible.*^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  381.  Intention  Alone  not  Enough.— It  need  hardly  be 
repeated  that  the  intent  alone  by  itself,  is  not  enough;  the  other 
requisites  we  are  considering  must  also  be  complied  with.**  A 
design  two  years  before  to  appropriate  a  certain  creek  as  a  con- 
necting link  in  a  long  canal  was  held^  not  to  prevent  another 
man  from  coming  in  the  meantime  and  building  a  dam.  In 
extensive  operations  of  this  kind,  involving  several  streams,  each, 
it  appears,  inust  be  separately  appropriated.  The  same  has  been 
held  of  the  intention  to  build  a  reservoir  in  a  river-bed.^^ 


E.    DILIGENCE. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  382.  Necessity  for  Diligence. — ^There  must  be  diligence  in 
prosecuting  the  construction  work.  This  was  a  requisite  from  the 
earliest  days  for  all  appropriators  claiming  the  benefit  of  the 
doctrine  of  relation,  and  remains  to  the  present  day  wherever  the 
law  of  appropriation  is  in  force.^ 


16  White  T.  Todd'i  etc.  Co.,  8  Cal. 
443,  68  Am.  Dec.  338,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  536. 

17  Toohey  ▼.  Campbell,  24  Moat.  13, 
60  Pac.  396. 

18  "Such  intention,  unless  estab- 
lished by  notice,  or  in  some  other 
public  manner,  could  in  no  way  be 
known  to  or  control  others  wishing  to 
take  water  from  the  same  stream,  and 
such  intention  could  only  be  inferred 
or  deduced,  first,  from  the  capacity  of 
the  ditch  at  its  head,  and  perhaps, 
second,  the  amount  of  irrigable  land 


of  the  ditch  proprietors  upon  which 
it  could  reasonably  be  supposed  that 
they  intended  to  apply  it."  Taugh- 
enbaugh  v.  Clark,  6  Colo.  App.  t'io, 
40  Pac.  153. 

i»  Ortman  v.  Dixon,  13  CaL  33. 

20  Kelly  V.  Natoma  etc.  Co.,  6  CaL 
105,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  592. 

21  New  Loveland  etc.  Co.  ▼.  Con- 
solidated etc.  Co.,  27  Colo.  526,  62 
Pac.  366,  52  L.  R.  A.  266. 

22  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1416,  and 
cases  herein  cited  below.  Also  High- 
land D.  Co.  V.  Mumford,  5  Colo.  325, 
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(3d  ed.) 

§  383.  What  Constitutes  Diligence.— The  California  code  has 
specified  that  the  work  must  comqience  within  sixty  days  after 
posting  of  notice,  and  must  continue  thence  diligently  and 
uninterruptedly  unless  prevented  by  rain  or  snow.^ 

Upon  the  point  of  delay  because  of  pecuniary  inability  the 
decisions  seem  to  conflict.    In  California,^  Nevada^  and  Ore- 


2  Moir.  Min.  Bep.  3;  Sieber  ▼.  Frink, 
7  Colo.  148,  2  Pac.  901;  Farmen' 
Highline  C.  &  Res.  Co.  t.  Southworth, 
13  Colo.  Ill,  21  Pac.  1028,  4  L.  B.  A. 
767;  Colo.  Land  &  W.  Co.  v.  Bocky 
Ford  C.  B.  L.  L.  ft  T.  Co.,  3  Colo. 
App.  545,  34  Pac.  580;  Beaver  Brook 
Bes.  k  C.  Co.  V.  St.  Yrain  Bes.  &  Fish 
Co.,  6  Colo.  App.  130,  40  Pac.  1066; 
Taoghenbaugh  v.  Clark,  6  Colo.  App. 
23o,  40  Pac.  153;  3  M.  A.  8.,  1905 
ed.,  2265f ;  Gates  ▼.  Settlers'  Co.,  19 
Okl:  83,  91  Pac.  856;  Bodgers  y.  Pitt, 
129  Fed.  932;  Kelly  ▼.  Hjnes 
(Mont.),  108  Pac.  785;  Avery  v.  John- 
son (Wash.),  109  Pac.  1028. 

See  the  California  Statute  of  1911. 
chapter  406,  section  4,  reading:  "All 
water  or  the  use  of  water  which  has 
been  heretofore  appropriated  and 
whieh  has  not  been  put,  or  which  haf 
ceased  to  be  put  to  some  useful  or  bene- 
ficial purpose,  or  which  is  not  now  in 
process  of  being  put  to  some  useful  or 
beneficial  purpose  with  due  diligence 
is  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
work  necessary  properly  to  utilize  for 
the  purpose  ox  such  appropriation 
such  water  or  such  use  of  water,  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  unappropriated." 

After  reviewing  certain  authorities, 
an  early  case  says:  "The  principles 
established  in  the  cases  cited  are 
founded  in  reason.  The  doctrine  is 
that  no  man  shall  act  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  dog  in  the  manger,  by 
claiming  water  by  certain  preliminary 
acts,  and  from  that  moment  prevent 
others  from  enjoying  that  which  he  is 
himself  unable  or  unwilling  to  enjoy, 
and  thereby  prevent  the  development 
of  the  resources  of  the  country  by 
others.  Anybody  else  may  divert  and 
us*  all  the  water,  be  it  more  or  less, 
that  a  prior  claimant  is  not  in  a 
present  condition  to  use,  and  by  lack 
of  diligence  on  his  part  in  pursuing 
and  perfecting  a  prior  inchoate  right, 
may  acquire  rights  even  superior  to 
his."  Nevada  C.  &  8.  C.  Co.  ▼,  Kidd, 
37  C^  282,  at  314. 


28  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1416.  As  amended 
in  1911  (Stats.,  e.  730),  it  further  pro- 
vides that  the  sixty  days,  on  mining 
debris  projects,  shall  run  only  from 
completion  of  the  dam  required  bT 
the  Debris  Commission;  and  on  muni- 
cipal water  projects,  issuance  of 
bonds  within  sixty  days  shall  be  equiv- 
alent to  beginning  work.  Quoted  in- 
fra, sec.  1432.  See,  also,  the  1911 
Water  Power  Act  of  California,  in 
the  next  chapter,  section  422. 

In  Kansas  (Qen.  Stats.  1901,  see. 
3501  et  seq.)  work  must  commence 
within  sixty  days  and  be  prosecuted 
diligently. 

In  Montana  (Stats.  1907,  p.  489)  : 
"The  work  in  the  construction  and 
completion  of  the  means  of  divert- 
ing and  conveying  water  to  place  of 
use,  shaU  be  prosecuted  with  reason- 
able diligence,  otherwise  no  rights 
shall  be  acquired  by  such  appropri- 
ator." 

In  Oregon,  for  power  appropria- 
tions, it  is  provided  that,  in  deciding 
the  question  of  diligence  there  shafi 
be  considered  "the  cost  of  the  ap- 
propriation and  application  of  such 
water  to  a  beneficial  purpose,  the  good 
faith  of  the  appropriator,  the  market 
for  water  or  power  to  be  supplied, 
the  present  demands  therefor,  and  the 
income  or  use  that  may  be  required  to 
provide  fair  and  reasonable  returns 
upon  the  investment."  Or.  Stats. 
1909,  c.  216,  sec.  70,  subd.  6. 

In  Washington  (Pierce's  Code  1905, 
see.  5133),  purpose  being  storage, 
work  must  be  commenced  within  three 
months  after  posting  notice  of  appro- 
priation; if  diversion,  six  months. 
Must  be  diligently  prosecuted. 

24  Nevada  etc.  Co.  v.  Kidd,  37  Cal. 
282 ;  Kimball  v.  Oearhart,  12  Cal.  27, 
1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  615. 

25  Ophir  etc.  Co.  v.  Carpenter,  4 
Nev.  534,  97  Am.  Dec.  550,  4  Morr. 
Min.  Bep.  640. 
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gon^  lack  of  .funds  will  not  excuse  delay;  but  it  seems  other- 
wise in  Colorado^  and  Idaho.'  In  these  latter  cases  the  conrts 
lay  stress  upon  the  fact  that  the  public  lands  have  usually  been 
taken  up  by  poor  men.  In  the  Colorado  case  it  is  said:  ''Men  of 
limited  means,  pioneers  in  a  new  territory,  who  have  not  only 
to  'grub'  and  clear  land,  but  erect  houses  and  provide  means  of 
living  while  making  a  home,  should  not  be  held  to  the  same  role 
with  those  more  favored  and  having  abundant  capital.  As  long 
as  the  settler  in  the  desert  does  not  abandon,  but  continues  in  good 
faith  to  prosecute  his  construction  of  a  ditch  and  the  application 
.  of  water  to  his  land  as  rapidly  as  his  means  will  permit,  he  should 
be  held  to  be  withinr  the  limit  of  'a  reasonable  time.'  " 
Interruptions  by  sickness  are  not  an  excuse  for  delay .^ 
If  a  ditch  breaks  before  the  water  reaches  the  land  intended  to 
be  irrigated  by  it,  the  delay  is  not  necessarily  lack  of  diligence; 
it  is  open  to  explanation.^  The  fact  that  another  began  later 
than  you  and  fibaished  sooner  is  evidence  of  lack  of  diligence  on 
your  part,*  but  is  not  conclusive.'' 

What  constitutes  diligence  must  be  determined  on  the  facts  of 
each  case.  It  is  a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury.'  In  an  early  case ' 
the  court  says  that  the  following  statements,  among  others,  are 
an  accurate  statement  of  the  law:  "In  appropriating  unclaimed 
water  on  public  lands  only  such  acts  are  necessary,  and  only  such 


1  Cole  V.  Logan,  24  Or.  304,  33 
Pac.  568. 

2  Taughenbaugh  ▼.  Clark,  6  Colo. 
App.  235,  40  Pac.  153. 

3  Hall  V.  Blackman,  8  Idaho,  272, 
68  Pac.  19;  Conant  v.  Jones,  3  Idaho, 
606,  32  Pac.  250.  See,  however. 
United  States  v.  Whitney  (Idaho),  176 
Fed.  593,  difficulty  of  financing  a 
large  project  no  excuse. 

4  KimbaU  v.  Gearhart,  12  Cal.  27, 
]  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  615;  Nevada  etc. 
Co.  V.  Kidd,  37  Cal.  282;  Mitchell  v. 
Amador  Canal  etc.  Co.,  75  Cal.  464, 
17  Pac.  246. 

5  Wells  v.  Kreyenhagen,  117  Cal. 
329,  49  Pac.  128. 

«  Nevada  etc.  Co.  ▼.  Kidd,  37  Cal. 
282. 

7  De  Necoohea  v.  Curtis,  80  Cal. 
397,  20  Pac.  563,  22  Pac.  198;  WeUs 
V.  Kreyenhagen,  117  Cal.  329,  49  Pac. 

128. 

»  Weaver  v.  Eureka  etc.  Co.,  15 
CaL  271,  1  Mon.  Min.  Kep.  642 ;  Con- 


ley  v.  Dyer,  43  Colo.  22,  95  Pac.  304; 
McFarland  v.  Alaska  etc  Co.,  3 
Alaska,  308. 

"What  shaU  constitute  such  reason- 
able time  is  a  question  of  fact  de- 
pending upon  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  each  particular  case." 
Sieber  v.  Frink,  7  Colo.  148,  2  Fke. 
901. 

"As  to  what  constitutes  reasonable 
diligence  must  be  governed  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  each  particular  case, 
and  necessarily  varies  with  each  par- 
ticular case.  It  is  a  question  of  fact, 
and  must  be  determined  from  all  the 
evidence  in  the  case."  Gates  v.  Set- 
tlers* Co.,  19  Okl.  83,  91  Pac.  856. 

Evidence  of  diligence  considered. 
Thomdyke  v.  Alaska  etc.  Co.  (C.  C. 
A.,  Alaska,  1908),  164  Fed.  657,  90 
C.  C.  A.  473;  Beckwith  v.  Sheldon 
(1908),  154  Cal.  393,  97  Pac.  867. 

9  KimbaU  v.  Gearhart,  12  CaL  27, 
1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  615. 
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indications  and  evidences  of  appropriation  are  required  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  and  the  face  of  the  country  will  admit  of  and 
are  under  the  circumstances  and  at  the  time  practicable;  and 
surveys,  notice,  stakes  and  blazing  of  trees,  followed  by  work  and 
actual  labor  without  any  abandonment,  will  in  every  case  where 
the  work  is  completed,  give  title  to  water  over  subsequent  claim- 
ants." **In  determining  the  question  of  the  plaintiffs'  diligence 
m  the  construction  of  their  ditch,  the  jury  have  a  right  to  take 
mto  consideration  the  circumstances  surrounding  them  at  the 
date  of  their  alleged  appropriation,  such  as  the  nature  and  climate 
of  the  country  traversed  by  said  ditch,  together  with  all  the  diflS- 
culties  of  procuring  labor  and  materials  necessary  in  such  cases." 

Diligence  does  not  require  unusual  or  extraordinary  efforts,  but 
only  such  constancy  and  steadiness  of  purpose  or  of  labor  as  is 
usual  with  men  engaged  in  like  enterprises.  Matters  incident  to 
the  person  and  not  to  the  enterprise  are  not  such  circumstances  as 
will  excuse  great  delay  in  the  work.*^  In  one  case,  for  two  years 
work  was  done  on  the  ditch  for  three  months  only,  and  the  court 
said:  ''Diligence  is  defined  to  be  the  'steady  application  to  busi- 
ness of  any  kind,  constant  effort  to  accomplish  any  undertaking. ' 
The  law  does  not  require  any  unusual  or  extraordinary  effort,  but 
only  that  which  is  usual,  ordinary,  and  reasonable.  The  diligence 
required  in  cases  of  this  kind  is  that  constancy  and  steadiness  of 
purpose  or  labor  which  is  usual  with  men  engaged  in  like  enter- 
prises, and  who  desire  a  speedy  accomplishment  of  their  designs. 
Such  assiduity  in  the  prosecution  of  the  enterprise  as  will  mani- 
fest to  the  world  a  bona  fide  intention  to  complete  it  within  a 
reasonable  time.  It  is  the  doing  of  an  act,  or  series  of  acts,  with 
all  practical  expedition,  with  no  delay,  except  such  as  may  be 

incident  to  the  work Rose   during   this   time   may    have 

dreamed  of  his  canal  completed,  seen  it  with  his  mind's  eye  yield- 
ing him  a  great  revenue ;  he  may  have  indulged  the  hope  of  provi- 
dential interference  in  his  favor,  but  this  cannot  be  called  a 
diligent  prosecution  of  his  enterprise."" 

On  the  facts  involved,  there  was  held  to  be  diligence  in  the  con- 
struction  work  in  the  following  cases:  Where  the  time  elapsed 

w  Ophir  etc.   Co.   v.   Carpenter,   4  n  Ophir   etc.   Co.   v.   Carpenter,  4 

Nev.  534,  97  Am.  Dec.  550,  4  Morr.       Nev.  534,  97  Am.  Dec.  550,  4  Morr. 
Min.  Bep.   640.     See,  also,  Oviatt  v.       Min.  Bepi  640. 
Hi;  Foor  etc.  Co.,  39  Or.  118,  65  Pac. 

81L 
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was  from  December  to  February,  during  which  a  survey  (but 
nothing  more)  had  been  made."  Where  three  years  had  been 
consumed  by  a  colonization  company  not  desiring  to  complete 
the  work  before  securing  settlers.^  Where  one  year  elapsed." 
On  the  other  hand,  it  was  held  not  diligence  where  two  years 
and  six  months  had  elapsed  with  little  done  on  the  facts  pre- 
sented,^^ and  a  sale  was  held  to  pass  nothing.^^ 

Concerning  diligen<5e  in  applying  the  water  to  use  after  com- 
pleting construction  work,  reference  is  made  to  a  later  chapter.^^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  384.  Delay  During  Legal  ProceedingB.— The  California  legis- 
lature in  1907  enacted  ^®  in  a  somewhat  ambiguous  amendment 
to  the  code  that  if  the  proposed  appropriation  will  conflict  with 
existing  rights,  the  appropriator  must  within  sixty  days  after 
posting  notice,  bring  suit  to  have  those  rights  settled,  or  to  con- 
demn them  under  the  power  of  eminent  domain,  and  that  he  shall 
have  sixty  days  after  final  judgment  'in  which  to  proceed  with 
the  construction  work.  A  somewhat  similar  provision  appears 
in  the  Montana  act  of  the  same  year.^*  This  new  California 
provision  was  probably  intended  to  favor  new  appropriators  in  case 
of  delay  due  to  litigation ;  but  it  would  probably  hinder  them  by 
forcing  such  litigation  upon  them  whenever  a  possible  conflict  ap- 
pears. The  Montana  act  seems  aimed  expressly  at  the  latter 
result,  rather  than  the  former;  that  is,  to  favor  existing  owners 
by  making  new  appropriations  more  difficult,  rather  than  to  favor 
new  appropriators  by  an  extension  of  time.  In  1911  the  Cali- 
fornia section  was  amended,  dropping  the  above  provision.*** 

Delay  due  to  proceedings  before  the  Forest  Service  to  get  a 
Federal  right  of  way  over  a  forest  reserve  is  not  lack  of  diligence 


12  Djke  Y.  CaldweU,  2  Ariz.  394, 
18  Pac.  276. 

13  Nevada  etc.  Co.  v.  Bennett,  30 
Or.  59,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  777,  45  Pac. 
472.  Four  years:  Whited  v.  Gavin 
(Or.  1909),  105  Pac.  396,  at  398.  Two 
years  in  Nevada  D.  Co.  v.  Canyon  etc. 
Co.  (Or.),  114  Pac.  86. 

14  Oviatt  v.  Big  Four  Co.,  39  Ot. 
118,  65  Pac.  811.  See,  also,  Gates  v. 
Settlers'  etc.  Co.,  19  Okl.  83,  91  Pac. 
856. 

15  Colorado  etc.  Co.  v.  Rocky  Ford 
etc.  Co.,  3  Colo.  App.  545,  34  Pac.  580. 


16  See,  also,  Stickney  v.  Hanrahan, 
7  Idaho,  424,  63  Pac.  189,  fourteen 
years  in  building  a  sawmill. 

IT  Infra,  sec.  483  et  seq. 

18  Civ.  Code,  1416,  as  amd.  in  Stats. 
1907,  c.  429,  quoted  infra,  sec.  1432. 

19  See  statutes  in  a  later  part  of 
this  book.     Stats.  1907,  c.  185,  p.  4«i9. 

i»a  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1416,  as  amended 
by  Stats.  1911,  c.  730.  The  new 
amendment  concerns  appropriations  bT 
cities,  counties  or  towns,  and  maki? 
it  sufficient  diligence  if  bonds  are  is- 
sued within  six  months.  Quoted  in- 
fra,  see.  1432. 
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in  California.  In  a  California  case,  within  a  forest  reserve,  plain- 
tiff posted  notice  April  18,  1903,  applied  for  forest  permit  (not 
stated),  received  permit  August  30,  1906,  did  no  work  thereafter. 
Began  suit  September  21,  1906.  Defendant  posted  notice  Sep- 
tember 26,  1902,  commenced  work  within  sixty  days  diligently, 
applied  for  permit  March  5,  1903,  stopped  by  forest  officer  April 
17,  1903,  received  permit  July  28,  1906,  worked  diligently  there- 
after. It  was  held  that  defendant  was  first  in  time,  and  always 
diligent.  Delay  caused  by  Forest  Service,  of  three  years,  is  not 
lack  of  diligence,  being  protected, by  Civil  Code,  section  1422. 
That  section  covers  such  delay  though  the  notice  did  not  in 
words  say  that  the  point  of  diversion  was  in  a  forest  reserve,  for 
the  court  will  take  judicial  notice  of  the  boundaries  of  forest 
reserves.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  385.    Failure  to  Use  Diligence. — The  failure  to  use  diligence 

is  like  the  failure  to  post  notice,  and  deprives  the  claimant  of  the 

benefit  of  the  doctrine  of  relation.    It  is  not  fatal  if  the  work  is 

nevertheless  completed  before  others  intervene,  and  the  former 

may  elaim  as   an    appropriator   by  actual  diversion.^^    Against 

interveners,  however,  it  is  fatal.^^    As  between  rival  claimants 

neither  of  whom  is  diligent,- probably  the  result  will  be  the  same 

as  discussed  under  the  matter  of  notice,  and  both  will  be  deprived 

of  any  benefit  of  the  doctrine  of  relation,  not  having  complied 

with  the  code.^ 


»  Wiahon  ▼.  Globe  etc.  Co.,  158 
Cal.  137,  110  Pac.  290. 

See  infra,  sec.  430,  et  seq.  as  to  ap- 
propriations in  forest  reserves. 

21  Wells  V.  Mantes,  99  Gal.  683,  34 
Pac.  324. 

22  Nevada  etc.  Co.  v.  Kidd,  37  Cal. 
282;  Wells  ▼.  Mantes,  99  Cal.  583,  34 
Pac.  324;  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  1419;  Cruse 
V.  McCauley,  96  Fed.  369;  Bear  Lake 
etc.  Co.  V.  Garland,  164  U.  8.  1,  17 
Sup.  a.  Rep.  7,  41  L.  Ed.  327 ;  New 
Loveland  etc.  Co.  v.  Consolidated  etc. 
Co..  27  Colo.  525,  62  Pac.  366,  52  L. 
R.  A.  266;  Colorado  etc.  Co.  v.  Eocky 
Pord  etc.  Co.,  3  Colo.  App.  545,  34 
Par.  580;  Cole  v.  Logan,  24  Or.  304, 
33  Pac.  568;  Kennev  v.  Carillo,  2  N. 
M.  493;  Rodgers  v.  Pitt,  129  Fed.  932. 

"If,  however,  the  work  be  not  prose- 
cntcd  with  diligence,,  the  right  does 
Waur  Rizhts — 27 


not  so  relate,  but  generally  dates  from 
the  time  when  the  work  is  completed 
or  the  appropriation  is  fully  per- 
fected." Ophir  etc.  Co.  v.  Carpenter, 
4  Nev.  534,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  640. 

23  Such  is  the  principle  on  which 
De  Necochea  v.  Curtis,  80  Cal.  397,  20 
Pac.  566,  22  Pac.  198,  and  Wells  v. 
Mantes,  99  Cal.  583,  34  Pac.  324,  were 
decided.  It  may,  however,  be  that 
they  will  be  on  the  same  footing  as 
rivals  before  the  code,  where  the 
better  right  existed  in  the  one  who 
was  last  diligent;  that  is,  the  right 
would  relate  back  to  the  time  when 
(if  any)  a  new  start  was  first  made, 
and  the  work  thereafter  diligently  car- 
ried on.  See  60  Am.  St,  Eep.  801, 
note. 

Where  A  started  work  in  1897  but 
not  diligently^  and  then  sold  to  B  in 
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F.    COMI'LETION  OF  CONSTRUCTION  WOBK. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  386.    Completion  of  Work  Preparatory  to  Use  of  Water  was 

a  requisite  from  the  earliest  days.^  **  However,  he  never  com- 
pleted his  ditch,  but  abandoned  it,  and  it  remained  imused  for 
several  years.  No  water-rights  ever  became  vested  in  him  on  ae- 
count  thereof."**^  There  is  no  appropriation  without  the  com- 
pletion of  the  actual  labor  necessary  to  take  the  water  into 
possession.^  As  we  have  seen,  the  completion  of  the  preparatory 
work,  followed  by  actual  diversion  for  a  beneficial  purpose,  is 
alone  enough  where  the  doctrine  of  relation  is  not  involved ;  the 
requisites  of  notice  and  diligence  being  merely  supplementary  to 
this,  the  prime  factor,  in  order  to  apply  the  doctrine  of  relation 
between  rival  claimants.  .  . 


(3d  ed.) 

§  387.  What  Constitutes  Completion.— The  California  code 
definition  of  completion  is  that  **by  completion  is  meant  conduc^ 
ing  the  waters  to  the  place  of  intended  use."* 

It  is  sometimes  said  that  there  must  be  an  actual  diversion  of 
the  waters ;  but  this  is  too  narrow  a  term,  since  in  peculiar  cases 
the  appropriation  may  be  accomplished  without  any  diversion  at 
all.  Thus,  straightening  out  a  bed  of  a  stream  by  dikes  or  dams 
constitutes  an  appropriation,  though  there  is  no  diversion  at  all.^ 
So,  simply  putting  a  large  current  water-wheel  in  the  stream 
itself  would  doubtless  be  an  appropriation  of  enough  water  to 
run  it.  It  has  been  said,  however,  that  domestic  use  made  in  the 
stream  itself  without  diversion  cannot  be  protected  under  the 
law  of  appropriation.*    In  another  case  simply  putting  current- 


1903,  who  then  used  diligence,  6  has  a 
better  right  than  one  seeking  to 
initiate  an  appropriation  in  1905. 
Thorndyke  v.  Alaska  Perseverance  Co. 
(Alaska),  164  Fed.  657,  90  C.  C.  A. 
473. 

24  KimbaU  v.  Gearhart,  12  Cal.  50, 
1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  615.  Now  required 
by  sec.  1416,  Cal.  Civ.  Code.  Also 
Cal.  Stats.  1911,  e.  406,  sec.  4. 

25  Watts  V.  Spencer,  51  Or.  262, 
94  Pac.  39. 

1  Bear  Lake  etc.  Co.  v.  Garland, 
164  U.  S.  1,  17  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  7,  41 
L.  Ed.  327. 


2  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1417.  Copied  in 
McLean's  Idaho  Rev.  Codes,  see.  3251. 

8  Kelly  V.  Natoma  etc.  Co.,  6  Cal. 
105,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  592;  Hoffman 
V.  Stone,  7  Cal.  46,  4  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
520  J  Suisun  v.  De  Freitas,  142  Cal. 
350,  75  Pac.  1092;  McCall  v.  Porter, 
42  Or.  49,  70  Pac.  820,  71  Pac.  976. 
Cf.  Cascade  Co.  v.  Empire  Co.  (Colo.), 
181  Fed.  1011. 

*  Hutchinson  v.  Watson  D.  Co. 
(1909),  16  Idaho,  484.  133  Am.  St 
Rep.  125,  101  Pac.  1059,  which  case 
protected  such  use  under  the  common 
law  of  riparian  rights,  which  thereto- 
fore had  been  regarded  as  rejected  w 
toto  in  Idaho. 
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wheels  in  a  stream  was  held  not  to  be  an  appropriation  so  as  to 
secure  a  continuance  of  conditions  necessary  to  running  them, 
saying  that  there  can  be  no  appropriation  without  diversion  in  a 
ditch  or  similar  visible  structure.  This  decision,  however,  is,  in 
reality,  based  upon  a  modification  of  the  law  of  appropriation, 
and  in  that  aspect  has  been  already  considered.^  A  recent  case 
holds  that  building  a  health  and  pleasure  res6rt  near  a  waterfall 
appropriates  the  waterfall,  which  is  going  pretty  far  in  the  opposite 
direction.'* 

Usually,  however,  there  will  be  no  completion  without  diver- 
sion; and  usually  the  diversion  consists  in  carrying  the  water  to 
distant  lands,  wherein  the  doctrine  of  appropriation  has  a  lead- 
ing departure  from  the  common  law  of  riparian  rights.® 

■ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  388.    Means   of  Diversion.— Any    means    adapted    to   the 

horn  fide  consummation  of  the  intention  to  apply  the  w^ater  to  the 
beneficial  use  intended  will  be  sufficient. 

A  person  making  an  appropriation  of  water  from  a  natural 
stream  need  not  construct  any  headgate  at  the  place  of  diversion, 
and  if  a  simple  cut  will  accomplish  the  purpose  of  diverting  the 
water  from  the  stream,  it  is,  if  accompanied  with  a  beneficial  use, 
a  good  appropriation  as  against  others  making  a  subsequent  diver- 
sion and  useJ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  389.    Diversion  Alone. — Where  the  doctrine  of  relation  is  not 

invoked,  the  diversion  for  a  beneficial  purpose  is  alone  enough, 
constituting  the  claimant  an  appropriator  by  actual  diversion  as 
against  later  claimants.^ 

But  simple  diversion,  if  not  for  a  beneficial  purpose,  is  in- 
effectual in  any  case.  Where  water  is  diverted  from  the  bed  of  a 
stream  not  for  use,  but  to  clear  out  and  drain  the  channel,  a 
mere  drainage  ditch,  there  is  no  appropriation.®    Likewise  where 

5  Supra,  sees.  310  ct  seq.,  313.  Am.  St.  Rep.  727,  27  Pac.  7;  Hough 

5»  Cascade     Co.     ▼.     Empire     Co.  v.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98 

(Colo.),  181  Fed.  1011.  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728. 

^  See  Pomeroy  on  Riparian  Bights,  8  Supra,  sec.  364  et  seq. 

wc.  48;   Kinney   on   Irrigation,   sec.  ^  Eddy  v.  Simpson,  3  Cal.  249,  58 

162.  Am.   Dec.   408,   15   Morr    Min.    Rep. 

7  Lower  Tule  etc.   Co.   v.   Angiola  175;  Maeris  v.  Bicknell,  7  Cal.  261, 

ete.  Co.,  149  Cal.  496,  86  Pac.  1081 ;  68  Am.  Dec.  257,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 

Simmons  y.  Winters,  21   Or.   35,  28  601. 
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more  water  is  diverted  than  can  be  put  to  any  purpose,  no  right 
vests  in  the  surplus  diverted  over  what  is  beneficially  used." 

(3d  ed.) 

§  390.  Use  of  Existing  Ditches. — ^What  means  may  be  used  in 
making  the  diversion  being  immaterial,  existing  ditches  or  other 
works  may  be  used,  if  lawfully  obtained.  They  may  be  used  and 
enlarged  with  the  consent  of  their  owner,"  or  may  be  abandoned 
ditches,  to  which  their  owner  makes  no  claim,  or  any  other  works 
where  the  owner  himself  does  not  contest  their  use,  and  the  use 
of  which  will  afford  no  ground  for  opposition  by  strangers  to 
such  owners.**  Such  use  is  revocable  by  the  owner,  but  good 
against  all  others.*^  In  a  recent  case  in  the  supreme  court  of 
California,  Mr.  Justice  Shaw  said:**  **A  person  who  is  making 
an  appropriation  of  water  from  a  natural  source  or  stream  is  not 
bound  to  carry  it  to  the  place  of  use  through  a  ditch  or  artificial 
conduit,  nor  through  a  ditch  or  canal  cut  especially  for  that  pur- 
pose. He  may  make  use  of  any  natural  or  artificial  channel,  or 
natural  depression,  which  he  may  find  available  and  convenient 
for  that  purpose,  so  long  as  other  persons  interested  in  such  con- 
duit do  not  object,  and  his  appropriation  so  made  will,  so  far  as 
such  means  of  conducting  the  water  is  concerned,  be  as  effectual 
as  if  he  had  carried  it  through  a  ditch  or  pipe-line  made  for  that 
purpose  and  no  other.*'*' 


10  Riverside  etc.  v.  Sargent,  112 
Cal.  230,  44  Pac.  566;  Senior  v.  An- 
derson, 115  Cal.  496,  47  Pae.  454; 
Smith  V.  Hawkins,  120  Cal.  86,  52 
Pac.  139,  19  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  243; 
Bledsoe  v.  Decrow,  132  Cal.  312,  64 
Pac.  397. 

To  constitute  an  appropriation  of 
water  there  must  not  on]jr  be  a  diver- 
sion from  the  stream  and  a  carrying 
of  it  to  the  place  of  use,  but  it  must 
be  beneficially  applied,  and  the  meas- 
ure of  appropriation  does  not  depend 
alone  upon  the  amount  diverted  and 
•carried,  but  the  amount  which  is  ap- 
plied to  a  beneficial  use  must  also  be 
considered.  Woods  v.  Sargent,  43 
Colo.  268,  95  Pac.  932. 

See  infra,  sec.  481  et  seq. 

11  Water  Supply  Co.  v.  Larimer  etc. 
Co.,  24  Colo.  322,  51  Pac.  496,  46  L. 
E.  A.  322;  North  Point  Co.  v.  Utah 
Co.,  16  Utah,  246,  67  Am.  St.  Rep. 
607,  52   Pac.  168,  40  L.  R.  A.  851; 


Lehi  Irr.  Co.  y.  Moyle,  4  Utah,  327, 9 
Pac.  867. 

In  Colorado,  consiimers  from  a  eom* 
pany'8  canal  are  regarded  aa  appro- 
priators  from  the  natural  stream 
through  the  intermediate  agency  of 
that  canal.    Infrci,  sec  1338  et  seq. 

12  Utt  V.  Frey,  106  Cal.  392, 39  Pac. 
807.    Supra,  sec.  246. 

IS  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95 
Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  T28. 

1*  Lower  Tule  etc.  "Co.  v.  Angiol» 
etc.  Co.,  149  Cal.  496,  86  Pac  1U81. 

15  Citing  Hoffman  v.  Stone,  7  Cal. 
49,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  520;  Butte  <• 
&  D.  Co.  V.  Vaughan,  11  Cal.  150, 70 
Am.  Dec.  769,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  552; 
Simmons  v.  Winters,  21  Or.  35,  28 
Am.  St.  Rep.  727,  27  Pac.  9;  McCaU 
v.  Porter,  42  Or.  56,  70  Pac  822,  71 
Pac.  976;  Richardson  v.  Kier,  37  CaL 
263.  See,  also,  Evans  D.  Co.  v.  Lake- 
side D.  Co.,  13  CaL  App.  119, 108  Pae. 
1027. 
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Where  existing  works  of  others  are  used,  the  statutes  for  post- 
ing notices  need  not  be  followed  where  there  is  no  delay  in  the 
diversion;  for  no  claim  is  then  made  to  the  doctrine  of  relation; 
nor,  in  Colorado,  need  the  statutes  for  filing  maps  be  followed.^^ 
But  the  appropriation,  whether  notice  is  posted  or  not,  is  a  new 
one  by  actual  diversion,  standing  in  its  own  shoes,  and  can  claim 
nothing  from  the  original  appropriation  through  the  same 
works.^^  The  appropriator  in  such  case  has  no  need  to  invoke 
the  doctrine  of  relation,  since  no  time  needs  to  be  lost  in  con- 
struction work.  His  appropriation  need  not  proceed  under  the 
statutory  formalities  in  such  a  case ;  he  claims  as  an  appropriator 
by  actual  diversion.*®  But  the  appropriation  consequently  dates 
from  the  new  use,  not  from  the  original  building  of  the  ditch. 
The  new  appropriation  cannot  claim  to  tack  on  to  the  old  one.** 
In  Utt  V.  Prey,^  the  court  said:  **If  one  animated  by  a  like 
desire  to  appropriate  water  under  like  circumstances  finds  a  ditch 
already  constructed  to  hand,  takes  peaceable  possession  thereof, 
and  appropriates  the  water  for  a  like  or  similar  useful  purpose, 
he  thereby  acquires  a  like  right  as  against  all  the  world,  except 
the  true  owner  or  those  holding  under  or  through  him.  If  nature 
or  art  has  furnished  the  medium  of  appropriation  he  may  avail 
himself  of  the  gift  or  labor,  without  being  held  liable  to  those 
having  no  interest  therein  and  in  nowise  connected  therewith. 
To  the  owner  of  a  ditch  thus  possessed  and  used,  such  appropri- 
ator muBt  account  until  his  possession  and  user  ripens  into  a  title 
by  prescription  or  adverse  user.  His  right  in  such  case  will 
depend  for  priority  as  against  other  appropriators  of  water  from 
the  same  stream,  upon  the  date  of  his  possession  and  appropria- 
tion, and  not  upon  the  date  of  the  original  construction  of  the 
ditch,  and  appropriation  by  some  other  person  under  whom  he 
does  not  hold,  and  between  whom  and  himself  there  is  no  privity 
of  estate.  His  appropriation  in  such  a  case  is  a  new  and  inde- 
pendent one,  and   must   stand    or   fall  upon  its  own  merits.  "^^ 


!•  Water  Supply  Co.  v.  Larimer  etc. 
Co.,  24  Colo.  322,  51  Pftc.  496,  46  L. 
R.  A.  322. 

"  Tnion  etc.  Co.  v.  Dangberg 
(KeT.),  81  Fed.  73. 

^^  AiUe,  aec.  364  et  seq.;  Brown  v. 
NeweU,  12  Idaho,  166,  85  Pac.  385; 
rtt  V.  Frey,  106  Cal.  392,  39  Pac. 
S07;  Wood  ▼.  Etiivanda  etc  Co.,  122 


Cal.  152,  54  Pac.  726;  Tubbs  v.  Rob- 
erts, 40  Colo.  498,  92  Pac.  220. 

10  McGuire  v.  Brown,  106  Cal.  660, 
39  Pac.  1U60,  30  L.  R.  A.  384. 

20  106  Cal.  at  396,  39  Pac.  807. 

21  Cf .,  however,  McRae  v.  Small,  48 
Or.  139,  85  Pac.  505. 

In  Chiatovich  v.  Davis,  17  Nev.  133, 
136,  28  Pac.  239,  240,  the  court,  in 
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Where  one  uses  an  existing  ditch  ab^indoned  by  the  original 
appropriator,  his  right  does  not  succeed  to  the  old  one,  bat  stands 
upon  the  extent  of  his  own  actual  use.  Any  surplus  in  the  ditch 
may  be  appropriated  by  others,  or  they  may  take  the  surplus 
from  the  natural  stream  before  it  reaches  the  ditch.^ 
Special  reference  is  made  to  a  preceding  section.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  391.    Same. — ^The  use  of  existing  works  against  the  will  and 

objection  of  the  owner  when  contested  by  him  raises  an  entirely 
different  question,  however,  and  as  to  him  the  appropriation  is 
invalid,  in  the  absence  of  condemnation  proceedings.  The  Oregon 
court  recently  said:^  **  Plaintiff  in  error  also  forgets  that  it  is 
just  as  necessary  to  the  creation  and  preservation  of  a  water-right 
to  provide  means  for  the  continual  diversion  of  the  water  from 
its  natural  channel  and  for  conducting  it  to  the  place  where  it  is 
applied  to  some  beneficial  purpose,  as  it  is  to  apply  it  to  the  bene- 
.ficial  purpose.  And  he  cannot  arbitrarily  seize  and  use  another's 
ditch,  or  interest  in  a  ditch,  for  that  purpose.'*  **No  consent  to 
divert  the  water  from  the  ditch  was  ever  secured,  but  Gage  arbi- 
trarily seized  and  used  the  conduit  constructed  across  patented 
land,  and  hence  plaintiff,  as  his  successor  in  interest,  never  ac- 
quired any  right  by  appropriation  to  the  use  of  water  from 
Beeves'  Creek."  The  question  here  is  the  same  as  that  involved 
in  the  discussion  of  whether  an  appropriation  can  be  made  by 
entry  on  private  land,  which  need  not  here  be  repeated.  To 
enlarge  a  ditch  on  another's  land,  like  building  a  new  one 
thereon,  is  a  taking  of  an  interest  in  his  property,  and  can  only 
be  done  against  his  protest  by  condenmation  for  a  public  use,  or 
.  otherwise  acquiring  a  valid  easement.^ 


considering  this  question,  said:  "The 
plaintiff  testified  that  earlj  in  the 
year  1876  he  appropriated  all  of  the 
waters  of  the  creek.  Before  that  time 
these  waters  had  been  used  to  irri- 
gate plaintiff's  land,  but  as  he  has  not 
m  anywise  connected  himself  in  in- 
terest with  those  who  first  cultivated 
the  land  and  appropriated  the  water, 
his  own  appropriation  in  1876  must 
be  treated  as  the  inception  of  his 
right."  To  the  same  effect,  see  Salina 
Creek  Irr.  Co.  v.  Salina  Stock  Co.,  7 
Utah,  456,  27  Pac.  578;  Smith  v. 
O'Hara,  43  Cal.  371,  1  Morr.  Min. 
Bep.   671;   Bumham  v.  Freeman,  11 


Colo.  601,  606,  19  Pac.  761;  Gonid 
on  Waters,  sec.  234;  Black's  Pomeroy 
on  Water  Rights,  sec.  60;  Klinnej  on 
Irrigation,  sec.  253;  Union  M.  Co.  v. 
Dangberg,  81  Fed.  73;  Stemberger 
V.  Seaton  etc.  Co.  (1909),  45  Colo. 
401,  102  Pac.  168;  Head  v.  Hale,  38 
Mont.  302,  100  Pac.  222. 

See  infrcL,  sec.  555,  parol  sale. 

22  Tubbs  V.  Roberts,  40  Colo.  498. 
92  Pac.  220. 

23  Supra,  sec.  246. 

24  McBae  v.  Small,  48  Or.  139,  85 
Pac.  503;  citing  McPhall  t.  Fonicy, 
4  Wyo.  556,  35  Pac.  773. 

25  Supra,  sec.  221,  et  seq. 
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Under  the  recent  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  in  Clark  v.  Nash,^  the  statute  of  Utah  permitting  con- 
demnation to  enlarge  another's  ditch  to  carry  water  to  one'i  own 
private  estate  for  irrigation  was  held  constitutional.  Similar 
statutes  have  for  some  time  stood  o'n  the  statute  books  of  other 
States.  These  and  possibly  similar  statutes,  enacted  to  declare 
the  doctrine  of  Yunker  v.  Nichols,*  will  probably  be  held  valid  by 
construing  them  as  providing  for  condenmation.  At  all  events, 
statutes  under  the  permission  of  Clark  v.  Nash  are  likely  to  be 
passed  hereafter  similar  to  the  Utah  statute,  and  the  result  will 
be  general  in  the  arid  regions  that  an  irrigator  may  build  his 
ditch  over  the  land  of  another  or  enlarge  another's  ditch,  without 
his  consent,  after  due  notice  and  payment  of  compensation.  A 
farther  discussion  may  be  left  to  the  chapter  upon  eminent 
domain.* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  392.    Changes  in  the  Course  of  Constmction. — Slight  changes 

may  be  made,  and  the  original  surveyed  line  departed  from.^ 


G.    RELATING  BACK. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  393.  Origin  of  the  Doctrine.— The  question  at  what  date  the 
right  accrues  as  between  rival  claimants  was  first  before  the  court 
in  Conger  v.  Weaver.'  The  court  said:  "But,  from  the  nature 
of  these  works,  it  is  evident  that  it  requires  time  to  complete 
them,  and  from  their  extent,  in  some  instances,  it  would  require 
much  time;  and  the  question  now  arises,  at  what  point  of  time 
does  the  right  commence,  so  as  to  protect  the  undertaker  from 
the  subsequent  settlements  or  enterprises  of  other  persons.  If  it 
does  not  commence  until  the  canal  is  completed,  then  the  license 
is  valueless,  for  after  nearly  the  whole  work  has  been  done,  any- 
one, actuated  by  malice  or  self-interest,  may  prevent  its  accom- 
plishment; any  small  squatter  settlement  might  effectually 
destroy  it.  But  I  apprehend  that,  in  granting  the  license  which 
we  have  presumed  for  the  purpose  before  us,  the  State  did  not 
intend  that  it  should  be  turned  into  so  vain  a  thing  but  designed 

1  198  U.  S.  361,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  Am.  Dec.  528,  1  Morr.  Min.  Eep.  594 ; 
676,  49  L.  Ed.  1085,  4  Ann.  Gas.  1171.      Parker  v.  Kilham,  8  Cal.  77,  at  80,  68 

2  Supra,  sec.  223.  Am.  Dec.  310,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  522; 
'  Infra,  sec.  607  et  seq.  CaL  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1415. 

*  Conger  ▼.  Weaver,  6  CaL  548,  65  0  6  Cal.  548,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  594. 
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that  it  should  be  effectual  for  the  object  in  view;  and  it  conse- 
quently follows  that  the  same  rule  must  be  applied  here  to  protect 
this  right  as  in  any  other.  Possession  and  acts  of  ownership  are 
the  usual  indications  of  a  right  of  property,  and  these  must  be 
judged  according  to  the  nature  of  the  subject  matter.  One  is  in 
possession  of  an  empty  house  who  has  the  key  to  its  door  in  his 
pocket;  of  a  horse,  when  he  is  riding  it;  of  cattle  pasturing  upon 
his  ground ;  so  a  miner,  who  has  a  few  square  feet  for  his  mining 
claim  which  he  cannot  directly  occupy,  has  possession,  because 
he  works  it,  or  because  he  has  staked  it  off  to  work  it,  if  his  acts 
show  no  intention  to  abandon ;  building  a  dam  is  taking  possession 
of  water  as  a  usufruct.  So,  in  the  case  of  constructing  canals, 
under  the  license  from  the  State,  the  survey  of  the  ground,  plant- 
ing stakes  along  the  line,  and  actually  commencing  and  diligently 
pursuing  the  work,  is  as  much  possession  as  the  nature  of  the  sub- 
ject will  admit,  and  forms  a  series  of  acts  of  ownership  which 
must  be  conclusive  of  the  right." 

In  Sieber  v.  Prink  the  CJolorado  court  said:*  **We  accept  the 
rule  adopted  in  California  and  Nevada  in  this  connection.  This 
rule  is  stated  as  follows:  'Although  the  appropriation  is  not 
deemed  complete  until  the  actual  diversion  or  use  of  the  water, 
still  if  such  work  be  prosecuted  with  reasonable  diligence,  the 
right  relates  to  the  time  when  the  first  step  is  taken  to  secure 
it.'  "  In  Alaska  there  appears  to  be  no  statute  governing  the 
making  of  an  appropriation,  but  the  right  is  held  to  relate  back 
to  the  commencement  of  the  work,  nevertheless,  since  the  rule 
always  existed  under  the  decisions  of  courts  from  the  beginning 
of  the  doctrine  of  appropriation,  before  the  passage  of  statutes.^ 


«  7  Colo.  148,  2  Pac.  901. 

T  Miocene  Ditch  Co.  v.  Jacobsen, 
146  Fed.  680,  77  C.  C.  A.  106;  Mc- 
Farland  t.  Alaska  etc.  Co.,  3  Alaska, 
308.  See  Van  Dyke  v.  Midnight  Sun 
Co.  (Alaska),  177  Fed.  90,  100  C.  C. 
A.  503. 

The  doctrine  of  relation  was  also 
applied  inter  alia  in  Irwin  v.  Strait, 
18  Nev.  436,  4  Pac.  1215 ;  Nevada  etc. 
Co.  V.  Bennett,  30  Or.  59,  60  Am.  St. 
Rep.  777,  45  Pac.  472;  Water  Supply 
Co.  V.  Larimer  etc.  Co.,  24  Colo.  322, 
51  Pac.  496,  46  L.  B.  A.  322 ;  Whited 
V.  Cavin  (Or.  1909),  105  Pac.  396; 
Beckwith  v.  Sheldon,  154  Cal.  393.  97 
Pac.  867;  Sandpoint  etc.  Co.  v.  Pan- 


handle Co.,  11  Idaho,  405,  83  Pac. 
347;  Head  v.  Hale,  38  Mont.  302,  100 
Pac.  222;  Wright  v.  Cruse,  37  Mont. 
177,  95  Pac.  370;  Hough  v.  Porter, 
.  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  10S3, 
102  Pac.  728 ;  and  cases  cited  throagb- 
out  this  section. 

''In  determining  the  question  of 
the  time  when  a  right  to  water  by 
appropriation  commences,  the  la^ 
does  not  restrict  the  appropriator  to 
the  date  of  his  use  of  the  water,  but, 
applying  the  doctrine  of  relation,  fixes 
it  as  of  the  time  when  he  begins  his 
dam  or  ditch  or  flume,  or  other  appli- 
ance by  means  of  which  the  appropri- 
ation is  effected,  provided  the  enter* 
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The  doctrine  is  enacted  in  the  California  Civil  Code  ^  and  in 
the  statutes  of  all  the  Western  States  in  one  form  or  another.* 

With  regard  to  the  doctrine  of  relation  under  the  Federal  Bight 
of  Way  Acts,  reference  is  made  to  a  later  chapter.^^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  394.  Effect  of  Relation. — The  doctrine  of  relation  is  invoked 
to  protect  bona  fide  appropriators  during  the  time  they  are  build- 
ing ditches  and  other  preparatory  works ;  and  at  the  same  time 
to  give  no  comfort  to  those  who,  not  bona  fide,  try  to  monopolize 
water  for  speculative  purposes.  It  gives  a  qualified  protection  to 
the  former.  His  right  in  any  case  comes  into  existence  only  on 
completion  of  the  work.  But  his  claim  is  a  preferred  one.  The 
fact  that  he  posted  his  notice  first  and  worked  diligently  gave 
him  a  preference  over  others ;  a  kind  of  option,  though  his  title 
did  not  ripen  until  the  option  was  with  diligence  exercised  by  a 
complete  diversion.  This  was  decided  after  much  discussion  in 
the  case  of  Nevada  etc.  Co.  v.  Eidd/^  holding  in  effect  that  the 
doctrine  of  relation  does  not  vest  a  water-right  at  the  time  of 
posting  notice,  with  a  condition  subsequent,  as  is  often  thought, 
bat  vests  the  right  upon  actual  diversion,  with  a  preference  to 
him  who  first  posted  notice  and  worked  diligently.^ 

It  gives  a  preference  to  certain  appropriators  from  the  time  of 
completion,  thence  into  the  futiure;  it  does  not  completely  carry 


priie  is  prosecuted  with  reasonable  dil- 
igenee."  Union  Min.  Co.  v.  Dangberg, 
81  Fed.  73,  citing:  Ophir  Silver  Min. 
Co.  T.  Carpenter,  4  Nev.  534,  544,  97 
Am.  Dec.  550,  4  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  640; 
Irwin  ▼.  Strait,  18  Nev.  436,  4  Pac. 
1215;  EimbaU  v.  Gearhart,  12  Cal. 
28,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  615 ;  Canal  Co. 
▼.  Kidd,  37  Cal.  283,  311;  Osgood  v. 
Mining  Co.,  56  Cal.  571,  578,  5  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  37;  Sieber  v.  Frink,  7  Colo. 
149,  154,  2  Pac.  901;  Woolman  v.- 
Garringer,  1  Mont.  535,  1  Morr.  Min. 
Hep.  675;  Kinney  on  Irrigation,  sees. 
160,  161;  Black's  Pomeroy  on  Water 
Bights,  sec.  55. 

•  Sec.  1418,  below  quoted. 

»  In  Washington,  Pierce's  Code,  sec- 
tion 5134,  provides  that  the  right  re- 
lates back  to  posting  of  notice. 
South  Dakota  Statutes  of  1907,  chap- 
ter 180,  section  2,  does  the  same  as  to 
rifrhts,  before  passage  of  the  act.  In 
Teias,  Sayles'  Civil  Statutes,  articles 


3120,  3121,  provides  that  upon  com- 
pliance with  the  statute  the  date  of 
priority  relates  back  to  the  time  when 
the  work,  excavation  or  construction 
commenced.  The  rule  is  much  the 
same  under  State  Water  Codes  in  the 
next  chapter.  See  statutes  in  Part 
VIII,  below. 

10  Infra,  sec.  435. 

11  37  Cal.  282.  Quoted  supra,  see. 
374. 

13  Accord,  De  Necochea  v.  Curtis, 
80  Cal.  398,  20  Pac.  563,  22  Pac.  198, 
and  Wells  v.  Mantes,  99  Cal.  583,  34 
Pac.  324. 

"The  possession  of  the  unfinished 
dam  and  canal,  or  of  the  site,  is  not 
the  possession  and  enjoyment  of  the 
water,  but  merely  the  possession  of 
the  means  of  acquiring,  b^  the  exer- 
cise of  due  diligence,  a  right  to  the 
water  in  the  future.  This  is  the  doc- 
trine of  this  court,  as  established  by 
a  long  series  of  decisions.    The  right 
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title  as  owner  of  the  water-right  back  to  the  date  notice  is  posted. 
Consequently,  in  the  interim  between  posting  notice  and  actual 
completion  (which  may  be  a  considerable  time)  anyone  else  may 
divert  the  water.  There  is  no  right  of  action  for  such  diversion; 
there  is  as  yet  no  water-right  acquired.^'  But  after  completion, 
the  rights  of  the  rival  claimants  for  future  purposes  are  consid- 
ered as  relating  back  to  the  date  of  notice.  The  priority  of 
appropriation  for  future  purposes  is  determined  by  looking  back 
to  that  date.  All  of  these  propositions  are  laid  down  in  Nevada 
etc.  Co.  V.  Kidd,"  a  case  since  frequently  cited  and  approved." 

The  appropriator  need  not  take  notice  of  the  interveners.  His 
right  relates  back  and  he  is  not  under  a  duty  to  prevent  others 
from  attempting  to  acquire  temporary  rights  in  the  meantime.^^ 

If  an  appropriator,  after  duly  posting  a  notice,  and  while  prose- 
cuting his  work  with  diligence,  posts  a  second  notice  of  appropria- 
tion of  the  same  water,  the  right  may  still  relate  back  to  the  first 
notice.*''^ 


to  the  water,  or  water-right,  as  it  is 
commonly  called,  is  only  acquired  by 
an  actual  appropriation  and  use  of 
the  water.  The  property  is  not  in 
the  corpw  of  the  water,  but  is  only 
in « the  use.  The  latter  doctrine  was 
laid  down  in  Eddy  v.  Simpson,  3  Cal. 
249,  15  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  175,  and  has 
been  often  repeated  since.  In  ELidd 
V.  Laird,  15  Cal.  179,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  571,  our  predecessors  said:  IJn- 
tU  a  claimant  i%  himself  in  position 
to  use  the  water,  the  right  to  the 
water,  or  water-right,  docs  not  exist 
in  such  sense  that  the  mere  diversion 
and  use  of  the  water  by  another,  is  a 
ground  of  action  either  to  recover  the 
water,  or  for  damages  for  the  diver- 
sion.'"  Nevada  C.  &  8.  C.  Co.  v. 
Kidd,  37  Cal.  282,  at  310,  311. 

13  "A  party  may  to-day  take  up 
a  site  for  a  dam  and  canal,  and  claim 
the  waters  of  a  river,  to  be  diverted 
at  that  point,  and  immediately  com* 
mence  work  with  a  view  of  appro- 
priating the  water  to  his  use  for  min- 
ing purposes,  and  yet,  although  labor- 
ing with  ail  diligence,  be  unable 
actually  to  use  the  water  for  any  pur- 
pose for  years  to  come.  Until  he  can 
use  it,  another  party  may  divert  the 
whole  water  and  use  it,  provided  he 
can  do  so  without  injury  to  the  plain- 
tiff's dam  or  canal,  or  the  progress  of 


his  work'';  but  adding  that,  after  th€ 
former  is  ready  to  use  the  water,  then 
his  right  will  thereupon  "for  the  pur- 
poses of  priority  and  of  redressing  any 
injuries  that  may  thereafter  accrue, 
date  by  relation  from  the  first  act  in 
selecting  the  location  and  making  the 
claim."  Nevada  C.  &  S.  C.  Co.  v. 
Kidd,  37  Cal.  282,  at  310. 

"We  have  before  seen,  that  until 
plaintiff  is  in  a  condition  to  use  the 
water,  the  defendants  are  entitled  to 
divert  and  use  it,  provided  they  can 
do  so  without  obstructing  the  plaintiff 
in  the  construction  of  its  own  works 
with  an  intention  to  make  a  future 
actual  appropriation  and  use;  ah<l 
that  there  can  be  no  right  of  action 
against  defendants  for  diverting  the 
water  in  its  own  ditch,  which  does  not 
interfere  with  plaintiff's  work,  till 
the  plaintiff  is  itself  in  a  condition 
to  divert  and  use  it."  Nevada  C.  & 
S.  C.  Co.  V.  Kidd,  37  Cal.  282,  at  319. 

14  37  Cal.  282. 

15  See  supra,  sec.  374. 

la  Woolman  v.  Garringer,  1  Mont 
535,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  675. 

17  Pomeroy  on  Riparian  Rights,  sec. 
51 ;  Norman  v.  Corbley,  32  Mont.  195, 
79  Pac.  1059;  Osgood  v.  Eldora.io 
etc.  Co.,  56  CaL  571,  5  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  37. 
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The  doctrine  of  relation  is  enacted  in  the  Civil  Code  of  Cali- 
fornia:^® **By  a  compliance  with  the  above  rules  the  claimant's 
right  to  the  use  of  the  water  relates  back  to  the  time  notice  was 
posted."  There  is  no  reason  to  think  that  this  will  not  be  con- 
strued in  accordance  with  the  decision  in  Nevada  etc.  Co.  v. 
Kidd,^'  as  to  intervening  use,  though  the  point  of  temporary 
intervening  use  has  not  been  under  actual  decision  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  code.  The  doctrine  of  relation  was  also  applied  in  an 
early  Nevada  case,^  with  a  dictum  that  relation  was  to  the  com- 
mencement of  actual  work — ^not  necessarily  to  the  notice.^^  The 
point  is  settled  in  California  by  the  code  provision  quoted  above, 
and  in  the  arid  States  by  statutes  dating  priority  from  the  date 
of  filing  application  with  the  State  Engineer.^ 

Notice  by  relation  prevails  over  the  riparian  rights  of  an  inter- 
vening settler,  both  as  to  water-rights  and  ditch-rights.^  Where 
an  appropriator  posted  notice,  and  thereafter  a  settler  homesteaded 
the  land  on  which  the  stream  arose  (from  artesian  wells),  it  was 
held  that  the  appropriator,  with  diligence,  was  entitled  to  con- 
tinue building  his  ditches,  though  not  entitled  to  develop  any  new 
water  by  digging  new  wells.^*  Relation  back  may  preserve  a 
ditch-right  over  a  mining  claim  interveningly  located  before  the 
ditch  was  completed.^*^  But  it  will  not  put  the  ditch  under  an 
intervening  mortgage.* 

The  doctrine  of  relation  as  applied  to  the  acquisition  of  rights 
of  way  and  reservoir  sites  has  been  held  inapplicable  against  the 
United  States,  which  may  hence  withdraw  the  reservoir  site  from 
acquisition  any  time  before  the  completion  of  the  reservoir, 
though  preliminary  filings  had  been  made.^ 


M  Sec.  1418. 

»  See  De  Xecochea  v.  Curtifl,  80 
Cal.  396,  20  Pac.  563,  22  Pac.  198; 
BurrowB  v.  Burrows,  82  Cal.  564,  23 
Pac  146;  Wells  v.  Mantes,  99  Cal. 
583,  34  Pac.  324. 

»  Irwin  V.  Strait,  18  Nev.  436,  4 
Pac.  1215. 

21  The  dictum  is  disapproved  by 
Pomero^  on  Riparian  Rights,  sec.  54, 
note,  and  Kinney  on  Irrigation,  sec. 
168.  See  Whited  v.  Cavin  (Or.  1909), 
105  Pac.  396. 

a  Infra,  sec  421, 


23  De  Wolfskin  v.  Smith,  5  Cal. 
App.  175,  89  Pac.  1001. 

24  De  Wolfskin  v.  Smith,  5  Cal. 
App.  175,  89  Pac.  1001. 

25  Miocene  etc.  Co.  v.  Jacobsen, 
146  Fed.  680,  77  C.  C.  A.  106.  As  to 
relation  back  of  a  ditch  on  public  land 
when  conflicting  with  a  townsite  loca- 
tion, see  Baker  etc.  Co.  v.  Baker  City 
(Or.),  113  Pac.  9. 

1  Bear  Lake  etc.  Co.  v.  Garland, 
164  U.  S.  1,  17  Sup.  a.  Rep.  7,  41 
L.  Ed.  327. 

2  United  States  7.  Rickey,  164  Fed. 
496. 
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H.    ACTUAL  APPLICATION. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  395.  Necessity  for  Actual  Application  and  Use  Under  the 
Possessory  Origin  of  the  Law. — ^Water  must  be  continually  ap- 
plied to  a  beneficial  use  under  the  doctrine  of  appropriation.  It 
was  the  theory  on  which  the  law  arose,  however,  that  actual  use 
was  not  itself  an  element  in  the  creation  of  the  right,  but  that 
nonuse  would  defeat  a  right ;  that  actual  application  was  not  a 
condition  precedent,  but  matter  subsequent,  operating  by  way 
of  abandonment. 

Historically,  an  appropriation  was  simply  the  taking  possession 
of  the  stream  (a  "possessory  right"  on  the  public  domain),  so 
that  diversion  was  the  last  step  to  such  possession,  and  the  last 
step  in  completing  the  appropriation.  Consequently  the  Cali- 
fornia Civil  Code  says: *  '*By  completion  is  meant  conducting  th€ 
waters  to  the  place  of  intended  use,"  ignoring  actual  application 
as  an  element  of  completion  of  the  right. 

This  is  but  one  illustration  of  the  possessory  origin  of  the  law 
of  appropriation.  As  a  possessory  right  upon  the  public  domain 
(though  turned  into  a  freehold  on  the  public  domain  by  the  act 
of  1866,  and  California  still  confines  the  law  of  appropriation  to 
the  public  domain),  the  right  took  on  typical  possessory  charac- 
teristics. It  consisted  in  possession  of  the  flow  of  the  stream; 
diversion  constituted  the  appropriation  because  it  constituted 
possession,  whence  the  rule  protecting  appropriators  **by  actual 
diversion"  and  likewise  the  enforcement  of  the  doctrine  of  rela- 
tion upon  completion  of  construction  work  and  diversion;  capac- 
ity of  ditch,  as  the  amount  in  possession,  measured  the  right ;  the 
right,  as  one  to  possession  of  the  stream,  was  independent  of 
place  or  mode  of  use ;  nonuse  did  not  cause  loss  of  right  without 
voluntary  abandonment  of  possession;  injunctions  were  granted 
to  protect  the  flow  in  possession  though  no  damage  to  use  had 
arisen.*  Beneficial  use  was  represented  in  the  acquisition  of  the 
right  by  the  requisite  of  bo7ia  fide  intention^  already  set  forth. 
The  actual  accomplishment  of  this  intention  was  necessary,  but 
the  lack  of  its  accomplishment  was  regarded  as  matter  subse- 
quent, working  by  way  of  defeasance,  on  the  principles  of  aban- 
donment; the  right  being  complete  on  diversion,  that  completing 

S  Section  1417. 

*  See    crosB-references    supra,    sec  139. 
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the  fonnalities  equivalent  to  taking  possession  of  the  stream. 
The  actual  application  and  use  of  the  water  need  not  follow  im- 
mediately. The  appropriator  had  a  reasonable  time  in  which  to 
prepare  his  fields  or  the  place  of  use.  An  unreasonable  delay 
was  simply  evidence  of  abandonment  of  a  right  acquired  by  a  diver- 
sion made  in  good  faith.' 

It  is  necessary  to  appreciate  this  historical  view,  for  otherwise 
it  is  not  possible  to  understand  many  early  decisions  in  this  and 
other  connections  (such  as  those  measuring  the  amount  appro- 
priated by  the  capacity  of  the  ditch  as  well  as  by  beneficial  use).* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  396.    Same— Under   tbe   View  Now   Developing.— But  the 

law  of  appropriation  in  recent  years  (especially  under  the  Colo- 
rado doctrine,  where  it  is  the  sole  law  of  the  State  and  not  con- 
fined, as  under  the  California  doctrine,  to  the  public  domain),  has 
been  throughout  departing  its  possessory  origin  and  character- 
istics. It  is  rapidly  changing  from  a  possessory  to  a  specific  use 
system,  regarding  less  the  possession  of  a  definite  part  of  the  flow 
of  the  stream,  than  the  requirements  of  a  specific  use,  such  as  the 
irrigation  of  a  specific  tract  of  land.  In  some  respects  this  change 
is  fairly  well  established;  the  Colorado  doctrine  no  longer  re- 
gards the  right  as  springing  from  a  possessory  right  on  the  pub- 
lie  domain,  but  usually  considers  it  obtained  from  the  State; 
capacity  of  ditch  has  been  almost  wholly  displaced  by  beneficial 
use  as  measuring  the  right ;  nonuse  ipso  facto  is  causing  loss  of 
right  without  regard  to  any  question  of  intention  not  to  abandon 
the  flow ;  injunctions  are  not  granted  to  protect  the  flow,  but  only 
where  use  is  damaged.'^  In  these  matters  the  change  is  fairly 
well  established;  in  others  not  quite  so  established;  that  is,  the 
possessory  characteristic  of  being  independent  of  place  or  mode 
of  use  is  still  rather  strongly  maintained;  although  there  is  a 
strong  movement  at  the  same  time  to  make  the  right  (for  irriga- 
tion) inhere  in  the  land  irrigated. 

With  regard  to  the  present  matter,  the  change  is  about  in  a 
middle  course;  in  some  respects  actual  application  to  use  is  fully 
held  an  element  in  creating  a  right.  The  Colorado  court,  which 
has  very  largely  departed  from  the  possessory  origin  of  the  law, 

•  See  infra,  sec.  483,  future  n^eds;  6  See,  generally,  supra,  sec.  139. 

&id  see.  567   et  seq.,  abandotiment ;  7  See    cross- references,    supra,   sec. 

and  see.  575  et  seq.,  forfeiture.  139. 
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specific  use  made ;  and  likewise  it  is  held,  as  quoted  in  the  opening 
sections  of  this  chapter,  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  by  one 
who  owns  no  land  of  his  own.  So,  also,  former  Colorado  decrees 
were  measured  by  capacity  of  ditch,  leaving  nonuse  to  operate  by 
abandonment  (though  recent  rulings  read  the  qualification  of 
beneficial  use  into  them  as  a  condition  precedent  to  the  right). 

In  appropriations  for  future  use  (which  are  generally  upheld  if 
hona  fide),  also,  this  divergence  of  views  will  probably  cause  diflS- 
culty.  The  original  theory,  considering  the  appropriation  complete 
on  completion  of  the  construction  work  and  diversion  (the  taking 
of  possession  of  the  water)  necessitates  the  enforcement  of  the  doc- 
trine of  relation  from  that  time,  whereas,  when  the  acquisition 
of  the  right  is  delayed  until  actual  application,  it  will  keep  open 
and  uncertain  for  years  (under  frequent  decisions)  the  doubt 
whether  an  appropriation  exists,  as  some  States  allow  years  to  pass 
(if  a  reasonable  time)  before  the  application  need  be  made;*'  and 
after  those  years  of  uncertainty,  will  cut  oflf  the  intervening  rights 
of  other  claimants.*'' 

These  matters  are  mentioned  to  bring  out  that  while  actual  ap- 
plication to  the  use  intended  is  generally  to-day  stated  as  an 
element  in  creation  of  the  right  as  well  as  the  bona  fide  intention, 
yet  it  is  a  departure  now  going  on  from  the  possessory  origin  of 
the  law,  not  yet  complete,  and  consequently  leaving  inconsistent 
decisions. 

In  view  of  the  California  code  section  above  quoted,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  see  how  it  can  be  denied  that  the  possessory  test  of  comple- 
tion of  the  right  remains  in  force  in  California  and  that  diversion 
(with  a  boTia  fide  intention)  there  completes  the  right,  the  question 
of  consummation  of  the  use  operating  as  matter  subsequent,  by 
abandonment  or  forfeiture  of  possession. 

The  question  of  actual  application  of  the  water  will  be  matter 
for  consideration  again,  in  discussing  the  amount  an  appropriator 
can  divert  for  future  needs,  without  any  present  application  there- 
of.*8 

(3d  ed.) 

§  397.  Federal  Requirements. — ^In  California,  the  law  of  ap- 
propriation is  confined  to  waters  upon  the  public  lands,  and  the 

ifl  Infra,  sec.  483,  future  needs.  18  Infrti,  sec.  483. 

17  See  Scawcard  v.  Pacific  etc.  Co., 
49  Or.  157,  88  Pac.  963. 
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foregoing  rules  grew  up  under  the  permission  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  1866.^'  That  act  is  still  upon  the  statute  books.  But  the 
Federal  departments  are  building  a  new  system  based  upon  rights 
of  way,  in  numerous  matters  affecting  the  foregoing,  especially 
within  the  forest  reserves.  In  California,  nearly  all  the  remaining 
streams  on  public  land  are  in  whole  or  part  within  forest  reserves, 
and  section  1422  of  the  California  Civil  Code  requires  that  a  permit 
from  the  Forest  Service  be  obtained.  Also  on  unreserved  public 
land  the  new  Federal  System  governing  rights  of  way  is  of  great 
importance.  Consequently,  as  the  law  of  appropriation  in  Cali- 
fomia  applies  only  to  waters  on  public  lands,  and  as  settlement  and 
other  private  acquisition  have  taken  out  of  the  public  domain  the 
greater  portion  of  the  agricultural  lands  in  California,  and  as  the 
remaining  public  land  along  streams  is  subject  to  the  new  Federal 
System  governing  rights  of  way,  it  seems  that  the  method  of  ac- 
quiring water-rights  described  in  this  chapter  is  of  rapidly  diminish- 
ing importance  in  California. 

Regarding  the  Federal  requirements,  reference  is  made  to  a  later 
chapter.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  398.  BecapitulatioiL — ^To  sum  up:  The  doctrine  of  appro- 
priation in  California  applies  only  to  water  on  public  land.  An 
appropriation  may  be  made  under  the  California  method  (the 
original  method)  by  actual  diversion  of  the  water  for  a  beneficial 
purpose  without  more,  and  is  good  against  all  claimants  (appro- 
priators  or  riparian  patentees  in  California)  who  seek  to  initiate  a 
title  subsequent  to  the  date  of  diversion ;  but  no  claim  can  be  made 
to  the  benefit  of  the  doctrine  of  relation  so  as  to  found  any  right 
antecedent  to  the  diversion. 

To  secure  the  benefit  of  the  doctrine  of  relation,  there  must  be 
posted  a  notice  of  appropriation  (which  must  be  recorded),  there 
must  be  a  bona  fide  intention  to  use  the  water  for  a  beneficial  pur- 
pose, there  must  be  diligence  in  the  construction  work,  and  the 
work  must  be  completed  (that  is,  the  waters  conducted  to  the  place 
of  intended  use) .  These  requisites,  as  at  present  prevailing  under 
the  California  method,  are  substantially  the  same  as  those  estab- 
lished in  the  early  days  by  the  customs  of  miners  and  decisions  of 

u  See  historical  ehapten.  so  Infra,  see.  430  et  aeq. 

Water  Baghta — ^28 
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the  courts.  They  are  founded  upon  the  proposition  th^t  the  right 
to  water  by  appropriation  was  a  member  of  the  large  class  of  posses- 
sory rights  on  the  public  domain  (and  in  California  still  is  confined 
to  the  public  domain),  and  these  requisites  are  the  equivalent  of 
taking  possession.  Actual  application  of  the  water  is  not  a  pre- 
requisite, under  the  orginal  theory,  to  the  vesting  of  the  right. 
The  right  is  complete  when  possession  has  been  taken.  The  water 
must  be  actually  applied  to  a  beneficial  use  within  a  reasonable 
time  or  the  right  will  cease  by  abandonment ;  but  application  is  not 
a  prerequisite  to  invoking  the  doctrine  of  relation  under  the  orginal 
theory.  But  in  most  States  actual  use  has  been  added  as  itself 
an  element  in  the  creation  of  the  right,  as  well  as  the  bona  fide 
intention;  that  is,  the  intention  must.be  actually  consummated  by 
use  within  a  reasonable  time  before  an  appropriation  has  any  exist- 
ence as  such. 

When  the  requisites  stated  have  been  completed,  the  right  to  the 
water  relates  back  to  the  date  of  posting  notice,  in  order  to  deter- 
mine priority  between  conflicting  claims,  and  gives  the  appropriator 
a  better  right  than  all  claimants  subsequent  to  the  notice.  It  does 
not,  however,  carry  back  any  right  to  complain  of  intervening  use 
by  others  in  the  meantime — such  temporary  use  by  others  is  al- 
lowed ;  it  establishes  priority  against  them  only  for  future  purposes. 
If  the  requisites  stated  have  not  been  strictly  complied  with,  all 
benefit  of  the  doctrine  of  relation  is  forfeited,  and  the  claimant 
will  have  no  riijht  against  those  who  actually  divert  the  water  before 
he  does,  and  will  have  only  a  temporary  right  against  those  who 
have  posted  a  notice  and  are  working  diligently ;  a  temporary  right 
which  ceases  when  the  others  have  completed  their  construction 
work  and  are  themselves  in  a  position  to  divert  and  use  the  water. 

If  the  appropriation  is  within  (or  must  cross)  a  forest  reserve  or 
other  withdrawn  public  land,  compliance  with  rules  and  regulations 
of  Federal  departments  is  required, 

§§  399-407.    (Blank  numbers.) 
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CHAPTER  18. 

HOW  AN    APPROPRIATION    IS    MADE— UNDER    STATE 

WATER  CODES. 

§  408.  The  Wyoming  method. 

§  409.  Authority  of  State  Engineer. 

§  410.  Vested  rights  protected. 

§  411.  Exclusiveness  of  the  statutory  method. 

§  412.  Application  for  permit. 

§  413.  Fees  and  royalties. 

S  414.  Examination  of  application  and  issuance  of  permit. 

§  415.  Bejection  of  applications. 

9  416.  Same. 

§  417.  Nature  of  a  permit. 

§  418.  Prosecution  of  the  work. 

S  419.  Cancellation  of  permits  for  failure  of  work, 

9  420.  Issuance  of  certificate  of  appropriation. 

9  421.  Date  of  right. 

9  422.  California  Water-power  Act  of  1911. 

9  423.  Federal  requirements. 

99  424-429.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(3a  ed.) 

§  408.  The  Wyoming  Method. — One  of  the  essential  features 
of  the  new  legislation  is  the  adoption  of  a  comprehensive  method 
of  making  appropriations  hereafter.  The  statutes  in  this  respect 
are  all  much  alike,  though  varying  in  detail.  This  method  is  to-day 
enacted  in  Idaho,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Mexico,  North  Dakota, 
Oklahoma,  Oregon,  South  Dakota,  Utah,  and  Wyoming,  and  to 
some  extent  in  Colorado.  (It  is  not  in  force  in  California,  Mon- 
tana or  Washington,  except  for  the  1911  Water-power  Act  in  Cali- 
fornia, set  forth  at  the  end  of  this  chapter.) 

This  method  arose  in  Wyoming,^  and  is,  with  the  administrative 
law  centering  about  the  office  of  the  State  Engineer,  called  **the 
Wyoming  system."  It  is  based  on  the  original  principles  set  forth 
in  the  preceding  chapter,  merely  adapting  them  to  a  methodical 
system  of  filings  and  records.  In  the  main,  the  essentials  of  this 
method  consist  in  (1)  an  application  for  a  permit;  (2)  an  examina- 
tion thereof  and  issuance  of  permit;  (3)  provisions  governing  the 
prosecution  of  the  work;  (4)  issuance  of  a  certificate  of  appro- 
priation on  completion  of  the  work;  (5)  numbering  of  the  certi- 

1  See  Pool  T.  Utah  etc.  Co.,  36  Utah,  508,  105  Pac.  289. 
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ficates  successively  according  to  the  date  of  the  application  for 
permit,  and  dating  priority  by  relation  to  that  date.  In  some 
States  the  matter  is  carried  one  step  further,  providing  for  the 
actual  application  and  beneficial  use  of  the  water  before  the  final 
certificate  issues.  This  method  must  be  followed  whatever  the 
purpose  of  the  appropriation — whether  for  irrigation  or  other 
uses. 

The  method  prescribed  sometimes  applies  likewise  to  changing 
or  enlarging  an  appropriation,  or  else  a  similar  method  is  specially 
provided;  while  in  Colorado  a  change  of  point  of  diversion  must 
be  made  in  a  method  similar  to  that  provided  for  determination 
of  priorities.* 

Whether  necessary  for  an  irrigator  to  own  or  locate  land  under 
these  statutes  before  appropriating  has  been  discussed  elsewhere.' 

Reference  should  aLso  be  made  to  later  chapters  upon  Adminis- 
trative Systems  and  Adjudication  of  Bights.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  409.  Authority  of  State  Engineer. — ^These  statutes  give  the 
State  Engineer  a  general  authority  over  the  making  of  appropria- 
tions (except  in  Colorado  where  the  office  is  merely  to  receive 
and  keep  filings,  without  power  of  rejection).'  As  between 
private  parties  the  State  legislature  has  power  to  confer  this 
authority  upon  the  State  Engineer.®  This  authority  exists  over 
riparian  owners  as  well  as  others  in  States  rejecting  riparian 
rights^  What  will  be  their  effect  upon  riparian  owners  in  States 
upholding  riparian  rights  is  elsewhere  considered.® 

As  considered  in  another  place,  the  power  of  the  State  Engi- 
neer is  held  to  be  ministerial,  and  hence  the  statutes  are  not 
unconstitutional  as  conferring  upon  him  judicial  powers ;  and  Uke- 
wise  his  acts  may  be  contested  in  court  like  those  of  any  adminis- 


3  Infra,  e.  22,  change  of  mode  of 

enjoyment. 

3  Supra,  sec.  282;   infra,  sec.  509. 

4  Infra,  Part  VI. 

B  The  first  Colorado  act  for  maps 
and  filings  was  held  unconstitutional 
because  of  a  defective  title.  Lamar 
etc.  Co.  V.  Amity  etc.  Co.,  26  Colo.  370, 
77  Am.  St.  Rep.  261,  38  Pac.  600; 
Rio  Grande  etc.  Co.  v.  Prairie  etc. 
Co.,  27  Colo.  225,  60  Pac.  726;  Beaver 
etc.  Co.  V.  St.  Vrain  etc.  Co.,  6  Colo. 
App.  130.  40  Pac.  1066.  See  Colo. 
Rev.    Stats.    1908,    sec.    3323,    laws 


1889,  p.  372,  see.  3,  requiring  approval 
of  State  Engineer  for  dams  over  ten 
feet  high. 

0  Idaho  etc.  Co.  y.  Stephenson 
(Idaho,  1909),  16  Idaho,  418,  101 
Pac.  821. 

As  to  how  fkr  this  State  legislation 
will  prevail  on  public  lands  should 
Congress  hereafter  pass  statutes  upon 
the  matter,  reference  is  made  to  a  pre- 
ceding chapter.    Supra,  sees.  151-1  ST. 

7  Idaho  etc.  Co.  v.  Stephenson,  16 
Idaho,  418,  101  Pac.  821. 

a  Bupra,  see.  126. 
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trative  officer  acting  in  excess  of  authority.  Not  only  may  a 
party  aggrieved  by  his  decision  appeal  therefrom  in  the  method 
provided  by  the  statute,  but  he  may  be  heard  in  court  in  the  other 
usnal  ways,  such  as  by  injunction  against  the  permit  holder.  -The 
action  of  the  State  Engineer  is  held  not  to  control  the  courts 
further  than  the  acts  of  other  administrative  officers.  Reference 
in  this  regard  is  made  to  a  later  chapter.* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  410.    Vested  Sights  Protected.— A  permit  from  the  State 

Engineer  is  of  no  avail  against  existing  owners  if  it  infringes 

their    rights.    Holders    of    such    infringing    permits    may    be 

enjoined;  the  permit  grants  nothing  as  to  them.    In  this  regard, 

also,  reference  is  made  to  a  later  chapter,  where  the  matter  is 

considered  in  chief  and  authorities  cited.^^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  411.  Ezdusiveness  of  the  Statutory  Method. — Under  the 
original  method  of  appropriating,  discussed  in  the  last  chapter, 
the  statutory  method  by  posting  notice  is  not  exclusive ;  an  appro- 
priation by  actual  diversion  without  notice  may  be  as  valid  as 
one  with  notice.  Will  this  principle  be  applied  under  the  new 
water-code  method  t 

The  statutes  for  applications  and  filings  have  been  held  in 
Colorado  ^^  not  to  apply  to  a  ditch  taking  water  from  an  exist- 
ing ditch ;  ^  nor  to  apply  between  rivals  neither  of  whom  has 
made  filings,  holding  it  no  defense  to  a  wrongdoer  (at  least  one 
diverting  the  water  in  another  State)  that  plaintiff  has  not  com- 
plied with  the  laws  for  filings  and  other  matters,  so  long  as 
plaintifiF  was  in  possession  of  the  water  for  beneficial  use.  Pos- 
session is  enough  against  a  wrongdoer  showing  no  better  right.^^ 
In  the  Federal  court  for  Montana,  construing  Wyoming  law, 
the  court  also  applies  the  rule  of  appropriation  by  actual  diver- 
sion, though  Wyoming  to-day  has  these  statutes  varying  from 
the  California  method,  which  seem  to  negative  this.  Judge 
Whitson  supports  appropriation  by  actual  diversion  on  prin- 
ciple, saying  that  actual  diversion  is  as  much  notice  to  later 

•  See  infra.  Part  VI,  where  the  mat-  12  Water  Supply  Co.  v.  Larimer  etc. 

tfr  is  conaidered  in  chief  and  author-  Co.,   24   Colo.    322,   51   Pac.    496,   46 

ities  eited.    See  especially  see.   1192  L.  B.  A.  322. 

et  seq.  18  Hoge  v.  Eaton,  135  Fed.  411,  and 

w  Infra.  Part  VI  eaneciallv  see  ^'-  ^°"^'  ^*  ^^^^'  ^*^  ^^'^'  ^^^' 
wi  '    especially  sec.       affirmed  in  159  Fed.  6ol,  86  C.  C.  A. 

•  519;  Denver  Co.  v.  Dotson  (Colo.),  20 

"  Under  sec.  2265,  M.  A.  8.  Colo.  304,  38  Pac.  322. 
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comers  as  is  the  statutory  notice  or  the  application  for  permit.^^ 
In  Idaho  and  Utah  it  has  been  left  open  ''whether  the  right  to 
appropriate  water  from  the  streams  of  this  State  can  be  acqnired 
in  any  method  other  than  that  pointed  out  by  the  statute."" 

These  holdings  seem  to  follow  in  the  line  of  cases  cited  in  the 
preceding  chapter  upholding  appropriations  by  actual  diversion. 
It  is  probable  that  the  new  statutes  intended  to  prevent  that. 
The  older  statutes,  based  on  the  California  Civil  Code,  were 
merely  to  regulate  the  doctrine  of  relation,  while  the  new  stat- 
utes described  in  this  chapter  are  not  limited  to  that  purpose, 
and  seem  to  aim  at  a  comprehensive  and  exclusive  method  of 
appropriating.  But  it  would  seem  necessarily,  upon  general 
principles  of  law,  that  between  two  parties,  neiiher  of  whom  has 
a  permit,  prior  possession  must  prevail,  at  least  until  one  or  the 
other  is  approved  by  the  State  Engineer.^^  That,  also,  was  tiie 
basic  principle  upon  which  the  law  of  appropriation  originallj 
arose  upon  public  lands,  where  neither  party  had  a  patent  from 
the  United  States.*'^  These  new  statutes,  consequently,  may  pos- 
sibly come  to  be  construed  in  conformity  with  the  old  decisions, 
BO  that  the  new  method  of  appropriating  will  differ  from  the 
original  one  in  form  only,  and  not  in  substance. 

Other  exceptions  are  that  the  statutes  requiring  permit  do  not 
apply  to  rights  initiated  (though  not  completed)  before  the  acts 
were  passed,  but  such  rights  are  governed  by  the  law  at  the  time 
of  their  initiation ;  ^  nor  do  they,  in  South  Dakota,  apply  to 
''dry  draws"  flowing  less  than  twenty  miner's  inches,  as  to  which 
the  old  method  of  posting  and  recording  notice  remains;^  nor 
do  they  apply  in  New  Mexico  to  water-tanks  or  wells  for  water- 
ing stock.^  And  it  has  been  held  in  general  terms  that  they 
apply  only  to  watercourses  and  not  to  diffused  surface  or  percolat- 


14  Morris  v.  Bean  (Mont.),  146 
Fed.  425,  affirmed  in  159  Fed.  651,  86 

C.  C.  A.  519,  aflfd.  in U.  S. , 

May  29,  1911.  Followed  in  Nielson  v. 
Parker  (Idaho,  1911),  115  Pac.  488. 
But  statutes  usually  say:  "Bights 
shall  be  acquired  under  this  act  and 
not  otherwise";  and  fees  for  permit 
would  otherwise  be  lost  by  the  State. 

15  Speer  v.  Stephenson  (1909),  16 
Idaho,  707.  102  Pac.  365.  See  Sow- 
ards  V.  Meagher  (Utah,  1910),  108 
Pac.  1113. 

10  Infra,  sec.  626  et  seq.;  except 
where  statute  makes  diversion  without 


permit  a  orime.    Then,  being  in  par^ 
delicto,  neither  could  get  relief. 

IT  Supra^  sec.  82  et  seq. 

18  See  Lockwood  v.  Freeman,  15 
Idaho,  395,  98  Pac.  295.  The  stat 
utes  themselves  usually  so  provide: 
e.  g.,  Utah  Laws  1909,  c.  62,  p.  S4. 
sec.  2 ;  Or.  Laws  1909,  c  216,  see.  7U. 
subd.  7. 

19  S.  D.  Stats.  1907,  c.  180,  sec  31, 
Stats.  1911,  c.  263,  p.  468.  So,  in 
Idaho,  of  lakes  on  private  land  under 
five  acres.    Stats.  1911,  c.  230. 

20  N.  M.  StaU.  1909,  p.  149. 
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iDg  water ;  ^^  and  that  the  State  Engineer  has  no  control  over  waters 
until  they  enter  his  State.^^ 


(Sa  ed.) 

§  412.  Application  for  Permit. — ^In  all  these  States  application 
in  duplicate  must  be  filed  with  the  authorities.  In  all  but  one 
the  application  must  be  made  before  beginning  any  work.  The 
exception  is  CJolorado,  where  it  must  be  filed  within  sixty  days 
after  beginning.  The  application  is  filed  with  the  State  Engineer. 
The  form  for  these  applications  is  usually  furnished  by  the  State 
Engineer,  and  in  most  of  the  States  must  be  sworn  to.  It  con- 
tains a  statement  of  the  plan  of  the  work,  the  details  of  descrip- 
tion required  varying  in  the  different  States.  Duplicate  maps 
must  accompany  the  application  in  Colorado,^  Idaho,  and 
Wyoming,  and  in  most  of  these  States.  In  four,  however,  the 
filing  of  maps  is  postponed  until  after  the  approval  of  the  applica- 
tion.^ If  applicant  is  a.  corporation,  the  application  must  con- 
tain nmtters  in  description  of  the  corporation  also.  In  all,  great 
discretion  is  allowed  the  State  Engineer  in  calling  for  additional 
information.  It  is  in  all  the  duty  of  the  State  Engineer  (Board 
of  Irrigation  in  Nebraska)  to  examine  the  application.  For  the 
statutory  provisions,  reference  is  made  to  Part  VIII  of  this  book.** 

Special  provisions  usually  appear  for  large  dams  and  reservoirs, 
some  examples  of  whicrh  are  given  in  the  note;  and  usually  the 
statutes  go  into  considerable  detail.^ 

A  permit  is  required  of  all  appropriators  (even  of  riparian 
owners,  in  States  rejecting  riparian  rights),  and  even  if  a 
power-house  is  put  in  the  stream  itself  and  involves  no  other 
diversion.  In  order  to  apply  the  water  sought  to  be  appropriated 
to  a  beneficial  use,  it  was  held  necessary  to  change  it  from  the 
way  that  it  would  naturally  flow  down  said  stream,  and  that  the 
act  of  the  legislature  was  intended  to  and  does  cover  all  such 


21  Vanderwork  y.  Hewes  (N.  M.), 
110  Pac.  567. 

A  special  statute  in  Nebraska  re- 
qaires  permit  of  State  Engineer  in 
drainage  of  lakes.  Neb.  Stats.  1909, 
p.  525. 

2U  Turley  v.  Furman  (N.  M.),  114 
Pac.  278.    See  supra,  sec.  340  et  seq.  . 

22  The  duplicate  must  be  recorded. 
The  same  applies  to  enlargements. 

2»  Infrci,  sec.  418. 


24  Infra,  Part  VIII. 

26  Colorado. — Special  provisions  for 
reservoirs  having  a  capacity  of  over 
seventy-five  miUion  cubic  feet,  etc., 
are  contained  in  3  M.  A.  S.,  1905  ed., 
2270a  et  seq.,  2286d  et  seq.,  M.  A. 
S.,  2270.  I)ttms  over  ten  feet  in 
height  require  approval  of  State  En- 
gineer. Rev.  Stats.  1908,  sec.  3323; 
Laws  1889,  p.  372,  sec.  3. 

Nebraska, — ^Dams  over  ten  feet  high 
require    approval    of    State    board. 
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it 


cases/  "Whenever  its  natural  condition  is  changed,  and  it  is 
taken  from  its  natural  flow  in  the  stream  and  applied,  to  a  beneficial 
use,  the  law  steps  in  and  provides  the  procedure  and  the  things 
to  be  done  and  the  fees  to  be  paid  in  perfecting  its  appropria- 
tion.''« 

The  statutes  usually  expressly  declare  that  making  filings  of 
maps  or  applications  does  not  alone  constitute  an  appropriation 
(and  beginning  work  under  them  is  made  criminal),  if  not 
approved  by  the  proper  officials,  nor  if  not  followed,  when 
approved,  by  the  succeeding  requisites,  prosecution  of  the  work, 
and  actual  completion  as  the  statutes  may  require.^  This  is  in 
accord  with  the  rule  under  the  original  method  of  appropriation 
set  forth  in  the  previous  chapter^ 

Forms  for  applications  and  filings  are  given  at  the  end  of  this 
book. 

Concerning  the  practical  operation  of  applications  and  filings, 
the  following  is  quoted  from  Bulletin  168  of  the  Office  of  Exper- 
iment Stations  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture: 

*  Idaho. — ^^'Most  of  the  applications  made  have  to  be  returned  to 
the  applicants  for  correction,  and  as  a  rule  they  are  corrected  in 
accordance  with  the  su^estions  of  the  engineer  and  returned. 
Many  applicants  employ  attorneys  to  make  out  their  papers,  but 


Oomp.  Stats.  1903,  sees.  6447,  6464; 
Cobbej's  Ann.  Stats.,  see.  6792. 

North  PoJtoto.— Stats.  1905,  e.  34, 
see.  19,  eoneeming  dams  over  thirty 
feet  in  height. 

Utah. — Stats.  1905,  e.  108.  A  special 
provision  covers  the  building  of  dams 
(in  sections  3  to  10).  Duplicate 
plans,  etc.,  for  any  dam  over  five 
feet  in  height  across  the  natural  chan- 
nel of  a  running  stream,  or  any  other 
dam  over  ten  feet,  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  State  Engineer  for  his  ap- 
proval; one  copy  to  be  returned  with 
his  approval  or  disapproval.  Failure 
of  persons  to  comply  with  this  re- 
quirement is  a  misdemeanor.  The 
work  must  be  done  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  State  Engineer. 

Wyoming. — Concerning  dams  over 
five  feet  in  height,  Rev.  Stats.,  931, 
and  Stats.  1903,  p.  74,  c.  69. 

1  Idaho  etc.  Co.  v.  Stephenson 
(1909),  16  Idaho,  418,  101  Pac  821; 


Speer  v.  Stephenson  (1909),  16  Idaho, 
707,  102  Pae.  365. 

2  Idaho  etc.  Co.  y.  Stephenson 
(1909),  16  Idaho,  418,  101  Pac  821. 

8  Sowards  v.  Mei«her  (Utah,  1910), 
108  Pac.  1113.  Consult,  generallr. 
Jarvis  v.  State  Bank,  22  Colo.  309.  So 
Am.  St.  Bep.  129,  45  Pac.  505 ;  United 
States  v.  Bickey,  164  Fed.  496;  Bas- 
mussen  y.  Blust,  83  Neb.  678,  120  X. 
W.  184;  Conley  v.  Dyer,  43  Colo.  22. 
95  Pac.  304;  Whalon  v.  North  Platte 
etc.  Co.  (Wyo.),  71  Pac.  995;  Pool  v. 
Utah  etc.  Co.,  36  Utah,  508,  105  Pac 
289. 

4  '*We  think  the  filing  of  a  written 
application  with  the  State  Engineer, 
as  required  by  the  statute,  is  but  de- 
claring, or  the  giving  of  a  notice  of. 
an  intention  to  appropriate  unappro- 
priated public  water."  Sowards  t. 
Meagher  (Utah,  1910),  108  Plae.  1113. 
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as  a  rule  these  do  not  meet  the  requirements  any  better  than  the 
others." 

Wyoming. — ''Although  a  blank  on  which  to  make  this  application 
is  furnished  by  the  office,  nearly  one-half  of  those  received  have 

to  be  returned  for  correction Parties,  who  have  no  well- 

defined  idea  of  constructing  ditches  file  applications  for  permits 

limply  because  it  costs  nothing The  tendency  of  recording 

speculative  filings  is  only  one  of  the  evils.  The  more  aggravating 
one  is  the  carelessness  with  which  many  of  the  statements  are  pre- 
pared." 

(3d  ed.) 

§  413.  Fees  and  Royalties.— -Filing  fees  must  be  paid  tho 
State  Engineer  by  the  applicant  according  to  the  schedule  con- 
tained in  the  statutes.^  In  an  Idaho  case  the  plaintiff  constructed 
a  dam  across  Snake  River  at  a  point  near  where  its  power-house 
is  situated,  placed  its  power-house  on  a  rock  foundation  or  small 
island  in  the  channel  of  the  river,  and  placed  its  penstock  in  the 
river,  and  conducted  the  water  from  the  dam  to  its  water-wheels. 
It  was  held  that  plaintiff  is  required  to  pay  the  same  fees  it 
would  have  to  pay  if  it  had  diverted  the  water  from  its  dam  by 
a  ditch  or  flume  and  carried  it  for  a  distance  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  and  then  turned  it  into  its  penstock,  and  through  that  on 
to  its  water-wheels  and  back  into  the  river;  that  the  legislature 
did  not  intend  to  exempt  from  the  operations  of  said  act  the  per- 
son or  corporation  or  riparian  owner  that  placed  its  power-house 
in  the  bed  of  the  stream  itself.^  In  Utah  a  statute  exempts  the 
United  States  Reclamation  Service  from  payment  of  fees. 

The  Oregon  Statute  of  1909^  contains  the  first  State  require- 
ment of  payment  in  the  nature  of  a  license  tax  or  royalty.^  It 
appears  that  the  Oregon  State  Engineer  requires  a  deposit  of 
these  fees  in  advance,  accompanjrlng  the  application  for  a  permit.* 


«  Infra,  Pirt  VIH,  "Statutes." 

*  Idaho     etc.    Co.    v.    Stephenson 
(1909),  16  Idaho,  418,  101  Pac.  821. 

T  Given  in  the  part  of  this  book 
fontaioing  statutes,  infra.  Part  YIII. 
•  Graduated  fees  based  upon  capacity 
or  size  of  the  works  now  exist  in  some 
other  States.  E.  g.,  Utah  Stats.  1911, 
e.  3,  p.  2. 

s  The  Oregon  schedule  enacted  in 
Statutes  of  1909,  chapter  216,  section 
17,  is,  for  irrigation : 
15<  for  1-100  acres. 


5^  for  100-1,000  acres. 

14  for  1,000  acres  and  over. 

For  power  the  schedule  is: 

25<*  for  1-100  H.  P. 
15^  for  100-1,000  H.  P. 

5(*  for  1,000-2,000  H.  P. 

2^  for  2,000  H.  P.  and  over. 

The  fees  are  payable  in  advance, 
when  permit  is  applied  for,  the  horse- 
power  being  figured  theoretically. 

»  See  Bulletin  209,  Office  of  Experi- 
ment Stations,  U;  S.  Dept.  Agric. 
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In  his  report  for  1910,  the  State  Engineer  of  Oregon  recommended 
that  this  tax  on  power  development  be  repealed,  as  it  has  been 
found  to  cause  the  abandonment  of  half  the  projects  that  haT« 
been  undertaken  since  its  passage.  No  action  was  taken,  however, 
except  to  reduce  the  tax  upon  projects  organized  before  the  original 
statute  went  into  effect.** 

Reference  should  also  be  made  to  the  charges  of  the  United  States 
Forest  Service,  given  in  the  next  chapter. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  414.    Examination  of  Application  and  Issuance  of  Permit.^ 

The  State  Engineer  is  required  to  examine  the  application,  com- 
paring it  with  the  information  and  records  of  existing  appropria- 
tions in  his  office,  and  may  usually  call  upon  the  applicant  for 
additional  information,  or  send  the  application  back  to  the 
applicant  to  be  corrected.  He  makes  a  record  in  his  office  M 
the  date  of  filing  the  application,  and,  in  general,  of  all  papers 
filed  with  him.  In  most  States  (but  not  all),  to  give  others  a 
chance  to  protest,  the  State  Engineer,  after  examining  the  appli- 
cation, publishes  a  notice  of  the  application  in  a  newspaper  for 
thirty  days  (or  for  four  weeks),  and  within  thirty  days  after  final 
publication,  protests  may  be  filed  with  him.^^  In  some  an  appli- 
cation may  be  contested  by  one  claiming  that  it  is  not  in  the 
public  interest,  and  alleging  that  the  protestant  has  a  plan  for 
the  same  project  which  is  more  in  the  public  interest*^  If  every- 
thing is  satisfactory,  the  State  Engineer  indorses  on  the  dupU- 
cate  application,  in  all  the  States,  his  approval,  and  makes  a 
record  thereof,  and  returns  it  to  the  applicant,  which  consti- 
tutes his  permit  to  proceed.  If  rejected,  it  is  returned  so 
indorsed,  with  reasons. 

Amendments  of  the  application  are  usually  allowed  at  the  dis^ 
cretion  of  the  State  Engineer.^ 


o»  The  Oregon  Statute  of  1911, 
chapter  236,  page  418,  taxes  power 
plants  operating  before  May  22,  1909, 
as  follows: 

10(*  for  1-100  H.  P. 
5^  for  100-1,000  H.  P. 
1^  for  1,000  H.  P.  and  over. 

Exempt  are  works  under  25  H.  P. ; 
also  works  of  United  States,  State,  or 
municipalities. 

10  See  statutes  in  Part  VIIT,  below. 

11  Young  V.  Hinderlider   (N.  M.), 


110  Pae.  1045;   Cookinham  y.  Lewis 
(Or.),  114  Pac.  88. 

12  In  Idaho,  in  1911,  it  was  enaeted 
that  corrected  applications  must  be 
returned  to  the  State  Engineer  within 
sixty  days  or  they  wiU  be  treated  as 
new  applications.  Idaho  Bev.  Codes, 
sec.  3254,  as  amd.  in  1911,  c  64 
(House  BiU  123). 

In  Utah  the  State  En^neer  rules 
that  applications  resubmitted  aftei 
the  expiration  of  sixty  days  will  be 
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Upon  a  contest,  the  statutes  usually  provide  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  State  Engiaeer  to  eourt.^  But  his  decision  is 
open  to  collateral  inquiry  in  court  without  such  appeal,  it  has 
been  held,  since,  as  elsewhere  considered,^^  the  proceeding  before 
the  State  Engineer  to  contest  a  permit  is  administrative  and 
not  judicial  in  its  nature.  In  one  case  the  proceeding  is  dis- 
tinguished from  actions  brought  in  the  courts  because  the  pro- 
ceeding before  the  State  Engineer  is  informal;  the  rules  of  evi- 
dence do  not  apply;  the  State  Engineer  is  authorized  to  make 
personal  examination,  and  may  be  governed  thereby;  no  injury 
to  the  petitioner  or  his  property  is  required  to  be  alleged  or 
proved;  the  action  does  not  result  in  the  issuance  of  any  writ  or 
process  known  to  the  law,  and  the  proceeding  is  held  adminis- 
trative to  aid  in  carrying  out  and  administering  the  law 
regulating  and  governing  the  appropriation  and  application 
of  water  to  a  beneficial  use,  not  judicial  in  character  or  effect. 
Consequently  this  case  held  that  under  the  Idaho  statute  requir- 
ing notice  to  be  sent  by  the  State  Engineer  to  interested  parties, 
since  the  proceeding  is  not  of  the  binding  nature  of  judicial 
proceedings,  it  is  sufficient  to  send  notices  to  the  last  post- 
office  address  which  such  parties  have  left  with  the  State 
Engineer,  and  is  sufficient  if  sent  by  registered  mail,  and  need 
not  be  sent  to  assignees  or  transferees  of  permits  when  such 
transfers  do  not  appear  on  the  State  Engineer's  records.^' 


(3d  ed.) 

§  415.  Sejection  of  Applications. — ^An  example  of  the  pro- 
vision for  refusal  of  applications  is  the  following:  ''If,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  State  Engineer,  there  is  no  unappropriated  water 


treated  as  new  applications  in  aU  re- 
spects. S«e  Seas.  Laws  Utah  1907, 
«tc.  36,  c.  156.  See  Poole  v.  Utah 
etc.  Co.,  36  Utah,  508,  105  Pac.  289. 

In  New  Mexico,  appropriations  in- 
itiated under  the  act  of  1907  are 
granted  an  extension  of  time  by  the 
Statutes  of  1909,  page  374. 

13  Whether  an  appeal  from  him  to 
eoort,  as  allowed  by  statute,  is  a 
judicial  suit,  quaere.  So  held  in 
Waha  Co.  v.  Lewiston  Co.  (Idaho), 
loS  Fed.  137.  But  in  Willey  ▼. 
Decker,  11  Wyo.  496,  100  Am.  St. 
Rep.  939,  73  Pac.  210,  it  was  held 
not  a  judicial  suit,  but  a  continuation 
of    the    administrative     hearing.    A 


difficulty  in  the  latter  holding  is 
whether  it  would  not  open  the  con- 
verse of  the  usual  question,  and  make 
the  statute  unconstitutional  as  plac- 
ing administrative  duties  upon  jttdicial 
officers. 

14  Infra,  sees.  1192,  1194. 

18  Speer  v.  Stephenson  (1909),  16 
Idaho,  707,  102  Pac.  365,  sayin^j:  "To 
require  that  notice  should  be  given  to 
all  assignees  or  transferees  of  the 
permit  when  no  system  is  provided  for 
recording  the  same  or  method  pro- 
vided by  which  the  assignees  or  trans- 
ferees could  be  ascertained  would  be 
demanding  of  the  office  an  impossible 
task." 
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available,  he  shall  reject  such  application.  He  shall  decline  to 
order  the  publication  of  notice  of  any  application  which  does 
not  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  and  the  rules 
and  regulations  thereunder.  He  may  also  refuse  to  consider 
or  approve  an  application  or  order  the  publication  of  notice 
thereof,  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  approval  thereof  would  be  con- 
trary to  the  public  interest."^® 

Some  States,  following  Colorado,  provide  that  the  right  to 
appropriate  unappropriated  water  ** shall  never  be  denied."" 
It  has  been  questioned  how  far  the  State  Engineer's  refusal  to 
issue  a  permit  is  binding  under  such  a  provision.^®  Some  States 
provide  that  ''it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Engineer  to  ap- 
prove all  applications  made  in  proper  form  which  contemplate 
the  application  of  water  to  a  beneficial  use."^®*  The  Wyom- 
ing declaration  modified  this  by  providing  that  no  appropriation 
shall  be  denied  ''except  when  such  denial  is  demanded  by  the 
public  interests. "  *•  And  the  more  recent  statutes  contain  the 
general  power  of  denial  given  in  the  example  first  quoted,  in 
which  "public  interest"  is  merely  one  of  the  grounds  for 
denial.^ 

Power  of  denial  on  the  ground  of  public  interest  has  recently 
been  extensively  used  by  the  Territorial  Engineer  of  New 
Mexico.  In  November,  1910,  he  rejected  twelve  applications 
(the  total  number  then  pending)  to  appropriate  upon  the  Pecos 
Biver,  -confiicting  with  the  plans  of  the  United  States  Beclamar 
tion  Service.  In  Young  v.  Hinderlider"  an  application  for  an 
irrigation  project  financed  by  outside  capital  was  contested 
by  local  capital  which  subsequently  applied  for  the  same  project 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  more  in  the  public  interest  to  have 


i«  S.  D.  Stat«.  1907,  c.  180,  see.  23. 

17  Colo.  Const.,  art.  16,  sec.  6.  See 
list  supra,  sees.  108,  109.  See  stat- 
utes in  Part  VIII,  below. 

18  See  Speer  v.  Stephenson  (1909), 
16  Idaho,  707,  102  Pac.  365. 

18a  E.  g.,  Idaho  Rev.  Codes,  sec. 
32/54,  as  amd.  by  Stats.  1911,  c.  64 
(House  Bill  123).  A  Utah  statute 
of  this  year  provides  that  the  State 
Engineer  must  approve  all  applica- 
tions except  where  they  will  conflict 
with  existing  rights,  or  where,  after 
siibniishion  of  the  question  to  court, 
the  court  decides  that  the  application 


is  not  for  the  most  beneficial  use  of 
the  water.  Utah  Laws  1911,  c.  103, 
p.  143,  amending  Comp.  Laws  of  1907, 
sees.  1288x5  and  1288x10,  and  amend- 
ing Laws  of  1909,  c.  62.  See  Or. 
Stats.  1911,  c.  224,  p.  404. 
i»  Wyo.  Const.,  art.   8,  sec.  S. 

20  See  supra,  sec.  313. 

21  N.  M.,  110  Pac.  1045.  A  recent 
Oregon  case  rules  that  the  State  En- 
gineer may  reject  as  against  public 
interest,  an  irrigation  project  that 
could  be  better  handled  under  the 
Carey  Act.  Cookinham  v.  Lewis 
(Or.),  114  Pac.  88. 
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the  work  owned  by  local  than  by  outside  men  and  for  other 
reasons.  The  supreme  court  of  New  Mexico  held  that  the  public 
interest  referred  to  in  the  statute  is  not  confined  to  cases  of 
menace  to  health  or  safety,  and  that  the  question  of  what  is 
the  public  interest  was  not  one  of  law,  but  of  fact  for  the  trial 
court.  The  case  is  very  interesting.  Public  interest  is  much 
a  matter  of  individual  opinion,  upon  which  philosophers  and 
statesmen  have  disagreed  from  time  immemorial.  The  State 
Engineer  had  rejected  the  first  and  approved  the  second  applica- 
tion; the  board  of  water  commissioners,  to  which  appeal  was 
taken,  reversed  him  and  upheld  the  original  application  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  first  made,  and  it  is  to  the  public  interest 
to  uphold  the  law  of  prior  appropriation  and  to  invite  a(nd 
give  security  to  the  investment  of  outside  capital,  and  that  the 
local  applicants  were  not  financially  equal  to  the  undertaking; 
the  trial  court,  to  whom  appeal  was  then  taken,  affirmed  the 
board  of  water  commissioners;  the  supreme  court,  upon  appeal 
to  it,  held  that  it  was  a  question  of  fact  what  constituted  public 
interest,  and  considered  that  the  trial  court  had  taken  a  proper 
view  of  the  public  interest  upon  the  facts  presented,  but 
remanded  the  case  to  give  contestants  an  opportunity  to  offer 
farther  evidence  in  proof  of  what  the  public  interest  really  was 
in  the  matter. 

A  late  Oregon  statute  gives  the  State  Engineer  power  to  reject 
applications  for  use  outside  the  State  if  the  outside  State  -refuses 
diversions  for  use  in  Oregon ;  but  otherwise  requires  him  to  approve 
all  applications  for  use  outside  the  State.^^* 

The  statutes  usually  expressly  allow  appeal  to  the  courts  from 
a  State  Engineer 'a  rejection  of  an  application."  As  above  noted, 
this  is  held  not  to  exclude  taking  the  question  to  court  in  the 
other  usual  ways  of  testing  the  action  of  administrative  officials. 
The  late  Utah  statute  cited  above  requires  rejections  on  the  groiind 
that  the  use  applied  for  is  not  the  most  beneficial  one  possible,  to  be 
submitted  to  court  by  the  State  Engineer  in  the  first  instance,  be- 
fore the  rejection  can  take  effect,  and  the  conservation  commission 

2U  Or.  Stats.  1911,  e.  224,  p.  404.  days  after  notice  of  rejection) ;  Utah 

a  £.  g.,  Idaho  Stats.  1903,  p.  223,  Comp.     Laws     1907,     sec.     1288x10, 

see.  12;  N.  D.  State.  1905,  c.  34,  sec.  amended  in  Laws  1909,  c.  62,  p.  84; 

23;  Nev.  State.  1907,  p.  30,  sec.  27  Utah  Comp.  Laws  1907,  see.  1288x14. 

(most  be    commenced   within    sixty 
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18  to  inqi^ire  and  report  upon  wliat  uses  of  streams  are  most  in 
the  public  interest/ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  416.  EhuniB. — Oonceming  the  rejection  of  applications  in 
practice  it  is  said  in  Bulletin  168,  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  (published  in  1906) : 

Idaho, — ''As  has  been  shown  in  the  previous  pages,  there  is  no 
provision  for  securing  a  complete  list  of  all  rights  to  water  from 
any  stream,  and  without  such  a  list  neither  the  engineer  nor  the 
applicant  can  tell  from  the  records  whether  there  is  unappropriated 
water  in  any  stream.  In  many  cases  it  will,  of  course,  be  a  matter 
of  common  knowledge  that  a  stream  is  or  is  not  fully  appropriated, 
and  there  may  be  little  danger  of  injustice  so  far  as  the  applicant 
is  concerned."" 

Nebraska, — ^''The  rejection  of  applications  seems  to  be  much  more 
common  in  Nebraska  than  in  the  other  States.  The  report  of  the 
secretary  for  1899  and  1900  states^  that  in  those  two  years  two 
hundred  and  ten  applications  were  allowed  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  dismissed.  In  the  succeeding  two  years  seventy-four 
were  allowed  and  seventeen  dismissed.  The  right  of  the  board  to 
reject  applications  has  never  been  passed  upon  by  the  courts.  In  the 
one  case  of  appeal  from  the  secretary  this  question  was  not  passed 
upon.  This  right  has  been  denied  in  Utah  and  Idaho "  and  in 
Wyoming  is  seldom  exercised." 

Wyoming. — ''While  the  engineer  has  authority  to  reject  an  ap- 
plication when  there  is  no  unappropriated  water  in  the  source  of 
supply  mentioned  in  the  application,  and  this  has  sometimes  been 
done,  it  is  not  the  usual  practice.  There  is  usually  some  flood  water, 
and  always  the  possibility  of  an  increased  supply  from  seepage  or 
more  economical  use  by  the  holders  of  prior  rights,  and  consequently 
permits  are  frequently  granted  when  the  records  of  the  engineer's 

office  show  little  unappropriated  water Since  the  adoption 

of  the  present  system  of  acquiring  rights  a  number  of  canals  have 
been  built  without  complying  with  the  law  regarding  making  ap- 
plication to  the  State  Engineer."^ 

22a  Utah  stats.  1911,  ce.  103,  137.  2B  See  pages  53,  69. 

23  This  is  the  reason  usually  given  i  It  is,  however,  the  practice  in 
in  support  of  the  old  rule  for  appro-  Wyoming  to  deal  with  the  matter  bj 
priation   by  actual  diversion,  sending  a  notification  to  the  applicant, 

24  Page  9.  declaring^  "The  records  of  the  SUte 
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Oenerdl. — ^''Wyoming,  the  pioneer  State  in  providing  for  the 
public  supervision  of  the  acquirement  of  rights,  gives  the  engineer 
authority  to  reject  applications  which  are  contrary  to  public  policy. 
This  has  been  followed  by  most  of  the  States  which  have  adopted 
codes  in  recent  years.  This  provision  is  so  general  in  its  terms 
that  it  may  be  interpreted  to  mean  much  or  little.  In  Wyoming 
the  exercise  of  this  authority  has  given  him  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 
The  engineer  of  Nevada  holds  that  this  provision  gives  him  no 
authority  to  reject  applications  which  conform  to  the  general  rules 
of  the  ofBce.  The  Utah  engineer  held  that  this  provision  gave  him 
authority  to  choose  between  possible  uses  and  refused  an  application 
for  a  use  which  in  his  opinion  was  not  for  the  best  possible  use  of 
the  water.  Appeal  was  taken  to  the  courts,  the  engineer  was  over- 
niled  in  this  matter,  and  at  the  next  session  of  the  legislature  the 
law  was  repealed.  In  the  other 'States  which  have  adopted  this 
provision  the  law  is  not  effective.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  this 
law  is  either  ineffective  or  unpopular  with  both  the  engineers  and 

the  public The  flow  of  a  stream  is  not  fixed,  but  increases 

and  decreases  from  year  to  year,  the  flow  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
season  almost  universally  increasing  as  the  lands  along  its  banks 
are  irrigated,  while  the  water  requirements  of  land  under  irrigation 
have  a  tendency  to  decrease.    The  engineer  is  not,  therefore,  in  a 


Engineer's  office  show  the  waters  of 
....  to  be  largely  appropriated. 
The  appropriator  under  tlus  permit  is 
hereby  notified  of  this  faet  and  that 
the  issuance  of  this  permit  grants 
only  the  right  to  divert  and  use  the 
sorplus  or  waste  water  of  the  stream, 
and  confers  no  rights  which  will  in- 
terfere/with or  impair  the  use  of 
water  by  prior  appropriators."  And 
the  State  Engineer  of  Wyoming  takes 
exception  to  the  statements  contained 
in  the  Department  Bulletin.  In  a 
communication  to  the  author  he  says: 
**Here  in  Wyoming  applications  are 
not  rejected  unless  the  plans  are 
faulty  or  the  lands  to  be  irrigated 
conflict  with  other  permits.  On  some 
ttreams  we  request  parties  to  provide 
stored  water  before  permits  are  is- 
sued, but  we  realize  that  the  flow  of 
itreams  fluctuates  throughout  the  year, 
and  that  the  total  discharge  of  streams 
is  different  from  one  year  to  another. 
Applications  are,  therefore,  not  re- 
jected because  of  the  water  supply. 
The  principal  reason  for  this  is  that 


the  later  permits  cannot  interfere 
with  the  earlier  rights.  I  do  not  know 
whether  other  States  have  encountered 
the  same  problems  we  have  here  or 
not.  Each  month  we  receive  appli- 
cations which  provide  for  the  recla- 
mation of  the  same  tract  of  land.  In 
cases  of  this  kind  it  would  seem  that 
some  public  officer  should  have  some 
discretion  in  the  issuance  of  the  per- 
mit. Under  the  law  we  can  examine 
the  financial  standing  of  the  various 
applicants,  scrutinize  the  plans  sub- 
mitted by  each,  and  issue  the  permit 
which  seems  to  provide  for  the  best 
methods  of  construction,  which  we 
believe  is  in  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic. This  procedure  appears  to  me 
as  being  much  wiser  than  to  issue  con- 
flicting permits,  and  to  allow  the  con- 
struction companies  to  engage  in  per- 
petual warfare,  duplicating  ditches 
and  reservoirs,  and  thus  increasing  the 
price  of  water-rights."  (From  a  let- 
ter to  the  author  under  date  of  Au- 
gust 31,  1908.) 
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position  to  state  that  there  is  at  any  time  no  unappropriated  water 
in  a  stream  to  which  rights  can  be  acquired." 

Since  this  was  written,  some  statutory  changes  have  been  made, 
as  already  noted. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  417.  Nature  of  a  Permit. — ^A  permit  is  the  equivalent  of 
the  notice  posted  under  the  original  method.  ^'As  a  substitute 
for  the  notice  thus  provided  for,  the  legislature  in  1903  provided 
that  a  person  or  corporation  contemplating  the  appropriation 
of  water  should  make  application  to  the  State  Engineer,  and 
receive  a  permit  from  him  to  construct  certain  works  and  appro- 
priate and  apply  the  water  to  a  beneficial  use.  The  permit  thus 
provided  for  took  the  place  of  the  posting  of  notice  as  required 
under  the  act  prior  to  1903,  and  merely  gave  the  applicant  an 
inchoate  right  which  could  ripen  into  a  legal  and  complete 
appropriation  only  upon  the  completion  of  the  works  and  the 
application  of  the  water  to  a  beneficial  use.  The  right  given 
by  the  permit  is  merely  a  contingent  right,  which  may  ripen 
into  a  complete  appropriation,  or  may  be  defeated  by  the  fail- 
ure of  the  holder  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  statute. 
The  permit,  therefore,  is  not  an  appropriation  of  the  public 
waters  of  the  State.  It  is  not  real  property  under  the  statute."* 
The  court  holda:  "A  permit,  however,  is  the  consent  given  by 
the  State  to  construct  and  acquire  real  property."* 

Permits  may  be  sold  or  assigned,  and  the  purchaser  thereof 
will  succeed  to  the  rights  under  the  permit.^  The  assignment 
is  usually  required  to  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  State 
Engineer. 

Filings  under  an  unconstitutional  statute  are  void.'  A  veri- 
fied statement  filed  and  introduced  in  evidence  is  not  evidence 


s  Speer  y.  Stephenson  (1909),  16 
Idaho,  707,  102  Pac.  365,  citing  Rev. 
Codes,  sec.  3056;  Ada  County  Farm- 
ers' Irr.  Co.  V.  Farmers'  Canal  Co.,  6 
Idaho,  793,  51  Pac.  990,  40  L.  B.  A. 
485.  See,  also,  Sowards  v.  Meagher 
(Utah,  1910),  108  Pac.  1113;  Pool  v. 
Utah  etc.  Co.,  36  Utah,  508,  105  Ptfc. 
289 ;  Whalon  v.  North  Platte  etc.  Co., 
11  Wyo.  313,  71  Pac.  995. 

Compare  supra,  sec.  376,  under  the 
original  method;  and  infra,  sec.  433 
et  seq.,  under  the  Federal  Bight  of 
Way  Acta, 


a  Speer  y.  Stephenson,  supra, 

4  Speer  y.  Stephenson,  supn; 
Whalon  v.  North  Platte  etc.  Co.,  H 
Wyo.  313,  71  Pac.  995.  See,  also. 
Utah  Comp.  Laws  1907,  see.  1288x17, 
amended  by  Laws  1909,  c.  62,  p.  84. 

B  Great  Plains  etc.  Co.  y.  Lamar 
etc.  Co.,  31  Colo.  96,  71  Pac  1119; 
Lamar  etc.  Co.  y.  Amity  etc.  Co.,  26 
Colo.  870,  77  Am.  St.  Bep.  261,  5S 
Pac.  600;  Mohl  y.  Lamar  Canal  Co., 
128  Fed.  776. 
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of  tide,  and  cannot  be  held  to  be  constructive  notice  of  the 
existence  of  such  ditch,  if  the  statute  under  which  the  same  was 
filed  has  been  declared  unconstitutional.^ 

A  permit  when  issued  is  not  conclusive  of  the  holder's  right, 
which  is  open  to  contest  in  court  by  any  injured  party  as  set 
forth  in  the  preceding  sections^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  418.  Prosecution  of  the  Work. — In  the  States  which  do  not 
require  maps  upon  the  filing  of  the  application,  duplicate  maps 
must  be  filed  with  the  State  Engineer  after  its  approval.  In 
Colorado  maps  must  be  filed  within  sixty  days  after  beginning 
work.  In  Texas,  within  ninety  days.  In  Nebraska,  Nevada 
and  Utah,  within  six  months  after  approval. 

In  all  the  States  the  work  must  be  prosecuted  with  diligence ; 
but  certain  limits  are  placed  in  some  of  them.  Work  must  begin 
in  Nebraska  and  Utah  within  six  months  after  approval  of  appli- 
cation. In  Wyoming  it  must  begin  within  a  time  fixed  by  the 
State  Engineer,  not  (exceeding  one  year.  In  Idaho  if  the 
capacity  of  the  proposed  works  is  less  than  twenty-five  cubic 
feet  per  second,  work  must  begin  within  sixty  days;  if  over 
that  capacity,  a  bond  must  be  filed  within  sixty  days  in  an  amount 
fixed   by    the    State    Engineer    not    exceeding    $10,000.®    The 


«  Blake  v.  Boye,  38  Colo.  55,  88 
Pac.  470,  8  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  418. 

"  The  former  State  Engineer  of 
^Toming,  Mr.  Clarence  T.  Johnston,  a 
]»ioneer  in  this  field,  says  in  a  letter 
to  the  author:  "The  permit  when 
issued  IS  simply  a  privilege  given  by 
the  public,  which  owns  the  water,  to 
aomeone  who  proposes  to  make  a  bene- 
ficial use  thereof.  A  permit  protects 
a  party  while  construction  is  in  prog- 
re<is  and  while  the  lands  are  being 
reclaimed.  If  the  party  holding  the 
IM-rmit  fails  to  comply  with  its  pro- 
visions, it  is  canceled.  If  work  is 
carried  on  under  the  provisions  of  the 
piTDiit,  the  division  superintendent 
niakes  an  inspection,  takes  the  testi- 
mony of  the  water-user  under  the 
r^rmit  and  submits  the  same  to  the 
^t:4te  Board  of  Control,  which  issues 
tU'  final  eertifioate  of  appropriation." 
In  Wyoming  during  1905  and  1906, 
346  enlargement  permits  were  issued. 
These  describe  462,206.74  acres  of  land 
Water  Bights — 29 


and  provide  for  1,496.31  miles  of  main 
canal  and  ditches.  The  total  esti- 
mated cost  is  $5,012,549.  During  the 
two  years  ended  September  30,  1906, 
1127  permits  were  issued  for  new 
ditches.  These  permits  describe  a 
total  of  1,315,011.87  acres  of  land  to 
be  reclaimed  and  provide  for  2,083.16 
miles  of  main  canals  and  ditches.  The 
total  estimated  cost  of  construction  is 
$4,427,275.40.  "Three  hundred  and 
forty-three  reservoir  permits  have  been 
issued  during  the  same  period.  Only 
.'jTS  reservoir  permits  had  been  issued 
in  the  fourteen  years  precedfng  during 
which  the  law  has  been  in  operation." 
s  Stats.  1903,  p.  223,  sees.  2,  3,  as 
airended  1905,  p.  357 ;  Rev.  Codes,  sec. 
3254,  as  amd.  by  Stats.  1911,  c.  64, 
(House  Bill  123).  "The  provision 
for  filing  bond  conditioned  on  com- 
pletion of  the  work  was  enacted  in 
1905,  and  there  has  been  little  op- 
portunity to  observe  its  workings. 
Its  natural  result  will  be  to  prevent 


450  (3d  ed.)     Ft  IIL    THE  LAW  OF  PBIOB  APPBOPBIATION.       1 418 

work  must  be  completed,  in  Idaho,  North  Dakota,  Oklahoma, 
South  Dakota,  Utah,  and  Wyoming  within  five  years,  but  the 
State  Engineer  may  name  a  shorter  time,  while  in  Nevada  it 
must  be  completed  in  the  time  requested  in  the  application, 
though  the  State  Engineer  may  name  a  shorter  time.  In  Idaho, 
North  Dakota,  Oklahoma,  South  Dakota  and  Utah  there  is 
a  further  provision  that  one-fifth  of  the  work  must  be  done 
in  one-half  the  time  allowed,  and  the  State  Engineers  of  some 
of  the  other  States  *  specify  the  same  requirement  in  the  absence 
of  statute  upon  the  point.  In  Nevada  an  affidavit  must  be 
filed  with  the  State  Engineer  within  thirty  days  after  the  time 
required  by  such  permit  for  the  commencement  of  work  there- 
under, stating  the  time  when,  the  place  where,  and  the  amount 
of  such  work  which  has  been  done  under  said  permit.^® 

Proof  of  completion  of  the  work  must  be  made.  In  Idaho 
and  Utah,  for  example,  there  are  special  methods  for  making 
this  proof.  In  the  former  it  must  be  filed  with  the  State  Engi- 
neer on  a  form  provided  by  him,  and,  if  the  works  exceed  a 
capacity  of  fifty  cubic  feet  per  second,  must  be  certified  to  by 
some  competent  and  well-known  irrigation  engineer.  This  is 
published  for  four  weeks  in  a  newspaper.  The  State  Engineer 
then  makes  an  examination  of  the  works  and  files  a  report.  If 
all  is  satisfactory  he  issues  a  certificate  of  completion.  In  Utah, 
a  sworn  statement  and  proof  must  be  filed  with  the  State  Engi- 
neer on  a  form  provided  by  him,  subscribed  by  two  witnesses, 
and  accompanied  by  maps  also  certified.  In  most  of  the  States 
the  method  of  making  proof  of  completion  is  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  State  Engineer  or  Board  of  Ircigation. 

On  proof  of  completion,  a  certificate  is  issued  which  is  final, 
with  the  exception  of  four  States  and  Territories,^^  where  the 
final  certificate  is  not  issued  until  actual  application  of  the 
water  to  a  beneficial  use,  and  Colorado,  where  the  first  certi- 
ficate (issued  on  original  application  to  appropriate)  ends  the 
appropriator's  connection  with  the  office  of  the  State  Engineer. 
The  appropriator  must  pay  specified  fees. 

filings    for    the  purpose  of  blocking  0  See  statutes  and  forms  in  Part 

some  other  enterprise  or  for  the  pur-  IX,  below. 

pose  of  selling  worthless  'rights'  based  lO  Nev.  Stats.  1909,  p.  31. 

only  on  a  permit  from  the  engineer."-  U  Idaho,  North  Dakota,  Oklahoma, 

Bulletin  168,  U.  S.  Dept.  Agrio.  and  South  Dakota* 
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It  ia  enacted  in  Idaho  that  one  who  fails  to  be  on  time  with  the 
work,  proofs,  etc.,  ''shall  be  deemed  to  have  abandoned  all  right 
under  his  permit."  "• 

The  statutes  which  stop  at  completion  of  work  regard  actual 
use  as  not  entering  into  making  the  appropriation,  but  as  mut- 
ter subsequent,  nonuse  operating  by  way  of  abandonment  or 
forfeiture,  in  accordance  with  the  possessory  theory  of  the  law 
of  appropriation.^* 

References  to  the  statutes  are  given  in  Part  VIII  of  this  book. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  419.  Oancellation  of  Permits  for  Failure  of  Work.— The 
statutes  usually  give  the  State  Engineer  power  to  cancel  permits 
for  failure  to  comply  with  the  above  conditions  regarding 
prosecution  of  work.  Some  rulings  in  that  regard  have  been 
made  by  the  courts.^'  It  has  been  held  that  if  the  State  Engi- 
neer revokes  a  permit  for  failure  of  one-fifth  of  work,  and  an 
appeal  is  taken  from  him  to  the  State  court,  the  case  is  not  really 
an  appeal  but  becomes  a  judicial  suit,  and  is  removable  to  the 
Federal  courts."  In  Idaho  it  is  held  that  the  eflfeet  given  by  the 
statute  to  the  action  of  the  State  Engineer  in  canceling  or  refusing 
to  cancel  a  permit  is  that  such  action  is  thereby  fixed  as  a  time 
from  which  the  statute  of  limitations  begins  to  run  against  a  suit 
in  the  district  court,  or  against  an  appeal ;  but  that  it  does  not  pre- 
vent such  action  entirely,  the  court  saying  that:  "Hearing  the  con- 
test and  canceling  the  permit  are  pure  matters  of  administration. 
He  is  in  no  way  authorized  to  decide  or  determine  what  rights, 
if  any,  the  permit  holder  has  acquired  under  the  permit,  or  by 
virtue  of  any  acts  taken  in  connection  with  the  construction 
of  the  works  authorized  by  the  permit,  or  the  diversion  or 
appropriation  of  water  in  connection  therewith."  ^* 

In  Utah  it  is  held  that  the  State  Engineer  may  extend  the  time 
for  completioji  of  work  as  often  as  he  sees  fit,  and  under  such 


lift  Idaho  Bev.  Codes,  sec.  3254,  as 
amd.  bj  SUte.  1911,  e.  64  (House 
BUI  123). 

^  See  supra,  sec.  139. 

12  See,  generally,  Trade  Dollar  Co. 
▼.  Fraaer,  148  Fed.  587,  79  C.  C.  A. 
37;  Waha  Co.  v.  Lewiston  Co.,  158 
Fed.  137;  Loekwood  v.  Freeman,  15 
Idaho,  395,  98  Pac.  295;  City  of 
PocateDo  v.  Boss,  15  Idaho,  1,  96 
Pae.  120;    Speer   ▼•   Stephenson,   16 


Idaho,  707,  102  Pac.  365;  Idaho  Co. 
V.  Stephenson,  16  Idaho,  418,  101 
Pac.  821;  Pool  v.  Utah  Co.,  36  Utah, 
508,  105  Pac.  289;  Sowards  v. 
Meagher  (Utah),  108  Pac.  1113;  Van- 
derwork  v.  Hewes  (N.  M.),  110  Pac. 
567. 

14  Waha  Co.  v.  Lewiston  Co. 
(Idaho),  158  Fed.  137. 

13  Speer  v.  Stephenson,  16  Idaho, 
707,  102  Pile.  365. 
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conditions  as  he  may  require,  up  to  the  maximum  time  limit  fixed 
by  the  statute.  Short  of  such  maximum,  he  may  regard  any  time 
fixed  by  him  for  the  work  as  provisional  only.^^  In  this  case  the 
State  Engineer  granted  a  permit  to  appropriate  water  for  power, 
and  fixed  a  time  for  completion,  and  then,  before  that  time  expired, 
granted  a  second  permit  to  another  for  the  same  purpose  and 
stream.  The  former,  though  working  diligently,  did  not  finish 
within  the  time  stated  and  inadvertently  failed,  when  the  time 
expired,  to  apply  for  an  extension,  but  secured  one  from  the  State 
Engineer  soon  after,  and  worked  thence  diligently  to  actual  com- 
pletion of  the  work,  investing  large  capital.  It  was  held  that  the 
former  prevailed ;  that  as  the  statute  did  not  expressly  make  time 
work  a  forfeiture,  the  State  Engineer  had  power  by  extension  of 
time  to  save  the  first  claimant's  rights  against  the  second  appli- 
cant, though  the  extension  was  granted  after  the  original  time 
limit  had  expired.  In  effect,  this  is  a  holding  that  the  right  on 
completion  relates  back  (as  to  priority  against  other  claimants) 
to  the  date  of  application,  if  the  work  is  done  diligently,  and  if 
the  State  Engineer,  in  his  discretion,  does  not  declare  the  con- 
trary; that,  in  the  absence  of  positive  action  by  the  State  En- 
gineer to  the  contrary,  the  old  law  as  to  relating  back  to  com- 
mencement of  work  applies.^^  Since  this  decision  the  Utah  statutes 
were  amended  to  provide  that  cancellation  can  be  made  only  after 
an  order  to  show  cause  and  a  hearing.^^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  420.  Issuance  of  Certificate  of  Appropriation. — ^The  final 
stage  in  making  the  appropriation  is  the  issuance  of  a  certificate 
of  appropriation.  These  certificates  are  numbered  consecutively 
according  to  the  date  of  original  application  for  a  permit,  thus 
preserving  the  doctrine  of  relation,  which  was  one  pf  the  chief 


16  Questioning,  however,  whether, 
after  the  cessation  of  work  amounts 
to  an  abandonment,  the  State  En- 
jrineer  could  extend  the  time  as 
against  an  intervening  applicant  for 
the  same  water. 

17  Pool  V.  Utah  etc.  Co.  (Utah, 
1909),  105  Pac.  289.  See,  also,  Sowr 
ards  V.  Meagher  (Utah,  1910),  108 
Pac.  1113. 

18  Sixtv  days'  notice  must  be  given, 
and  the  State  Engineer  must  extend 
the  time  if  delay  was  caused  by  opera- 


tion of  law,  and  has  discretion  to  ex- 
tend it  in  other  cases  klso  to  a  total  of 
not  exceeding  fourteen  years  from 
approval  of  application ;  or  he  may  d^ 
clare  a  forfeiture.  Within  sixty  days 
after  his  decision  any  party  may  bring 
suit  to  have  the  matter  tried  in  court. 
Utah  Laws  1911,  c.  3,  p.  2,  amending 
Comp.  Laws  of  1907,  sec.  1288x14. 
See,  also.  Stats.  1911,  c.  103,  p.  143, 
and  Stats.  1909,  c.  68,  p.  84.  See, 
also,  Idaho  Stats.  1909,  p*.  300,  sec 
223. 


5  421  Ch.18.    HOW  APPBOPEIATED— STATE  CX;)DES.     (3ded.)  453 

features  of  the  law  of  appropciatioh  as  it  originally  arose  in  Cali-' 
fornia. 

Upon  the  proof  of  completion  of  work  the  State  Engineer  issues 
a  certificate  ■  to  the  appropriator  under  his  seal  stating  details 
varying  in  different  States.  A  record  of  this  is  made  in  his  office. 
The  appropriator  is  required  to  record  this  with  the  recorder  or 
county  clerk  of  the  county  in  which  the  water  is  diverted,  and,  in 
a  few  of  these  States,  with  the  head  of  the  water  subdivisions  in 
which  the  stream  lies. 

In  Colorado,  the  approval  of  the  original  application  constitutes   ' 

the    only    certificate    issued.^®    On    the    other    hand,    in    Idaho, 

North  Dakota,  Oklahoma,  and  South  Dakota,  ther^  is  one  further 

step  that  must  be   gone  through   before  the  final  certificate  is 

issued.     Within  a  fixed  time  after  the  issuance  of  the  certificate 

of  completion  of  work,  there  must  be  filed  with  the  State  Engineer 

a  sworn  notice  of  actual  application  and  use  of  the  water.    This 

notice  must  be  subscribed  by  two  witnesses.    The  State  Engineer 

must  then  make  an  examination  of  the  use  to  which  the  water  is 

put.    Protests  may  be  filed  with  the  State  Engineer  by  other  par-' 

ties.    If  all  is  satisfactory,  the   State   Engineer   issues    a   final 

certificate,  or,  as  it  is  in  these  States  called,  a  license,  bearing  the 

number  and  date  of  the  original  application  for  permit,  and  it  is 

filed  and  put  on  record  as  in  the  other  States.^ 

'     In  Oregon,"certificate8  issued  for  rights  to  the  use  of  water  for 

power  development  acquired  under   the   provisions  of   this  act 

shall  limit  the  right  or  franchise  to  a  period  of  forty  years  from 

date  of  application,  subject  to  a  preference  right  of  renewal.^^ 


(3d  ed.) 

.§  421.    Date  of  ^ght. — The  doctrine  of  ''relation,"  as  H  arose 

under  the  original  method  of  appropriating  water,  is  preserved  by 

making  the  right  date  from  the  filing,  with  the  State  Engineer, 

of  the  application  to  appropriate.^*    This  is  evidenced  by  num- 


»  3  M.  A.  S.,  1905  ed.,  sees.  2265a, 
•2265h. 

20  See  Btatutes  in  Part  VIII,  below. 

21  Or.  Stats.  1909,  e.  216,  see.  53. 

22  For  example  (the  list  is  not  com- 
plete) : 

Idaho.— State.  1903,  p.  223,  see.  8; 
Stats.  1907,  p.  314. 

A'ebrojfco.-— Comp.  State.  1903,  sec. 
6439;  Cobbej's  Ann.  Stats.,  sec.  6785  j 
Laws  1895,  c.  69,  p.  254,  sec.  31. 


Nevada.^St&tB,  1907,  p.  30,  see.  29. 

North  Dofcoto.— State.  1905,  p.  274, 
sees.  1,  2,  10. 

Oregon. — State.  1909,  c.  216,  sec.  54. 

South  Dakota.— StBitA,  1905,  p.  201, 
sees.  2,  20. 

Utah. — Stets.  1905,  c.  108,  sec.  46, 
and  subsequent  statutes. 

Wyoming, — Rev.  Stats.,  sec.  929. 
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bering  all  certificates  consecutively.  One  holding  a  permit  will, 
by  relation  back,  prevail  over  another  who  commenced  work 
earlier  without  a  permit.® 

In  Idaho,  on  enlargement  or  on  a  grant  of  extra  time,  priority 
dates  from  the  application  for  permission  to  make  such  enlarge- 
ment or  to  have  such  extra  time.^* 

The  formality  attending  appropriation  under  these  statutes 
is  not  unlikely  to  somewhat  hinder  any  but  large  enterprises,  and 
tend  somewhat  to  prevent  small  appropriators  from  acquiring 
rights.  Evidently  it  is  intended  that  large  companies  shall  be 
formed  to  supply  consumers,  rather  than  that  consumers  should 
supply  themselves  directly,  as  heretofore.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  422.  California  Water-power  Act  of  1911.— In  1911  Cali- 
fornia adopted  a  statute  applying  the  Wyoming  system  to  water- 
power  appropriations.* 

A  Board  of  Control  is  created  of  five  members  (with  the  gov- 
ernor and  the  State  Engineer  as  ex-ofScio  members),  until  a  pub- 
lic service  commission  is  created,  after  which  the  latter  is  to  act. 
and  the  Board  of  Control  shall  cease  to  exist  (section  20).  Refer- 
ence should  also  be  made  to  other  1911  California  statutes,  creat- 
ing a  department  of  engineering,^  a  conservation  commission,'  and 
proposing  a  constitutional  amendment  to  create  a  State  public  ser- 
vice commission.* 

Before  commencing  (or  enlarging)  work  to  develop  power,  one 
must  apply  to  the  board  for  a  permit  (section  6),  stating  details  pre- 
scribed in  section  7,  with  maps  and  other  data  prescribed  by  the 
board.  A  copy  of  the  application  must,  within  ten  days!  after 
filing,  be  also  recorded  in  the  oflSce  of  the  recorder  of  the  county 
where  the  proposed  works  are  to  be  erected  (section  7).  The  board 
may  return  the  application  to  be  corrected,  and  priority  is  re- 
tained if  the  application  is  returned  to  the  applicant  within  thirty 
days.     The  board  may  reject  the  project  within  six  months,  if  it 

23  Whalon  v.  North  Platte  etc.  Co.,  1  Stats.  1911,  c.  406.  See,  also, 
11  Wyo.  313,  71  Pac.  995.  Ihid,,  c.  407,  amending  Civ.  Code,  sec 

24  Stats.  1903,  p.  223,  sees.  5,  8;  1410;  and  Ihid,,  c  730,  amending 
but  see  Stats.  1907,  p.  314,  and  Rev.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1416. 

Codes,   sec.   3254   as  amd.   by   State.  2  Cal.  State.  1911.  c  409. 

1911,  c.  64  (House  BiU  123).  *  *  ^        ' 

25  "The  present  law  is  destined  to  «  Cal.  State.  1911,  c.  408. 

be  a  great  aid  in  the  construction  of  ^  ^    g  ^^^^    g  ^^^, 

extensive    canals."     Bulletin    168,    U.      ^^^4..  ^  a/v  ' 

e,    Tx     .     A     •  ments,  c.  ou. 

S.  Dept.  Agnc,  ' 
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ietcas  that  public  interest  so  demands.  Approval  or  rejection 
is  indorsed  upon  the  application  and  it  is  returned  to  the  applicant. 

If  approved,  he  is  to  record  it  in  the  office  of  the  county  recorder 
where  the  works  lie,  and  may  then  proceed  (section  9),  Work  must 
begin  within  six  (6)  months  from  approval  and  be  prosecuted 
with  diligence,  or  the  board  may  revoke  its  approval.  The  work 
must  be  completed  in  a  time  fixed  in  the  permit,  ngt  exceeding  five 
years,  unless,  for  cause,  the  board  extends  the  time  not  over  one 
(1)  year  more  (section  10),  Upon  completion,  if  satisfactory  to  the 
board,  it  issues  a  license  for  a  term  not  over  twenty-five  years,  the 
contents  of  the  license  being  specified  in  section  13.  Renewal  may 
be  applied  for  in  the  next  to  last  year  before  expiration,  and  is  to 
be  granted  for  another  term  of  not  over  twenty-five  years,  under 
such  laws  as  may  then  be  in  force.  • 

The  amount  of  water  granted  is  limits  by  actual  use  (sc^ction 
8),  and  by  capacity  of  works  (section  16).  The  water-right  does 
not  vest  until  final  permit  (section  9).  Licenses  are  to  be  num- 
bered consecutively  as  to  each  stream  or  other  source,  according 
to  date  of  filing  application  (section  12). 

Licenses  are  subject  to  fees  and  charges,  viz.,  ten  ($10)  dollars 
upon  filing  application,  and  one  hundred  ($100)  dollars  upon 
receiving  a  license;  and  thereafter  annually  ten  (10)  cents  per 
theoretical  horse-power  in  excess  of  one  hundred  (100)  horse-power. 
These  charges  can  be  increased  or  decreased  by  the  board  at  any 
time  (section  18).  Annual  reports  must  be  made  to  the  Board  of 
Control  (section  26).  Section  28  contains  an  anti-trust  clause 
similar  to  that  in  Federal  permits  below  set  forth.  Violations  of 
this  act,  or  of  the  board's  orders,  is  a  crime  (section  29) . 

Prom  the  operation  of  the  act  are  excepted  municipal  corpora- 
tions, irrigation  districts  generating  electricity  for  use  within  the 
district,  and  lighting  districts  (section  30).  Nor  shall  the  act  im- 
pair existing  rights  (section  14). 

Another  act  of  the  same  year  prohibits  extraction  of  minerals 
from  waters  without  obtaining  a  State  permit,  but  does  not  pro- 
vide  any  method  for  obtaining  a  permit.* 

These  acts  are  printed  in  fidl  in  the  collection  of  statutes  in 
Part  VIII,  below.  Reference  should  also  be  made  to  the  Forest 
Service  requirements  in  the  next  chapter. 

B  Cal.  Stats.  1911,  e.  454.  A  method  for  mineral  waters  on  State  lands  is 
provided  in  Stats.  1911,  c.  612. 


45«  (3d  ed.)     Pt.  III.    THE  LAW  OF  PBIOB  APPBOPSIATION.       1 423 
(3d  6d.) 

§  428.  Federal  Bequirements. — ^The  preceding  rules  are  com- 
plete in  themselves,  and  if  on  public  land,  the  right  thus  acquired 
under  local  law  is  secured  to  the  appropriator,  so  far  as  Federal 
legislation  is  concerned,  hy  the  act  of  1866,  now  sections  2339, 
2340,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States.  But  the  Federal  de- 
partments are  building  a  new  system  based  upon  rights  of  way, 
in  numerous  matters  affecting  the  foregoing,  especially  within  the 
forest  reserves,  as  considered  in  the  next  chapter. 

Si  424r^29.    (Blank  numbers.) 
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if  443-45L     (Blank  numbers.) 

(3d  ed.) 

§  430.  The  foregoing  systems  of  local  law  are  based  (at  least 
80  far  as  they  involve  rights  of  way)  upon  the  act  of  Congress  of 
1866.*  But  the  Forest  Service  considers  that  the  act  of  1866  and 
local  law  do  not  govern  within  the  forest  reserves,  which  now  cover 
much  of  the  Western  area  containing  streams.  The  forest  system 
of  control  over  access  to  the  streams,*  through  rights  of  way  and 
reservoir  sites,  is  affecting  the  foregoing  local  method  of  acquiring 
rights  upon  reserved  public  land  and  substituting  the  following 
Federal  system,  which  is  gradually  being  extended  also  to  unre- 
served public  land.  We  here  consider  the  rules  now  being  worked 
out  by  the  Forest  Service  and  General  Land  Office. 

The  departments  regard  this  system  as  applying  to  changing  old 
works  as  well  as  to  btiilding  new  ones. 

1  U.  8.  Bev.  Stats.,  sees.  2339,  2340.  2  Supra,  sees.  54,  225. 
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government  should  no  longer  allow  fee  simple  rights  if  it  can  be 
avoided.* 

It  had  been  contended  that  the  Forest  Service  requirements  weir 
laws  rather  than  regulations,  and  exceeded  the  power  conferred  by 
Congress,  or  that  Congress  could  confer;  that  if  regulations,  the 
Constitution  ^  requires  them  to  be  made  by  Congress  itself,  and 
that  if  laws.  Congress  cannot  delegate  its  law-making  power  to 
executive  oflBcers.  The  rules  were  held  valid  for  civil  purposes 
in  a  number  of  cases,^  and  also  sustained  in  criminal  prosecutions 
in  a  number  of  cases,^  while  some  other  cases  held  them  invalid 
upon  the  grounds  stated.^  Their  validity  has  now  been  -established 
by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  in  two  rulings  just 
'  handed  down.® 


B.    FEDEBAL  BIGHT  OF  WAY  ACTa 
(3d  ed.) 

§  433.  Applications  Under  the  Federal  Bight  of  Way  Acts.- 
The  foregoing  general  revocable  permit  system  has  been  built 
upon  the  clause  in  the  act  of  1897,  above  quoted,  for  making  rules 
and  regulations  to  preserve  the  reservations.  There  are  also  acts 
of  Congress  specifically  applying  to  rights  of  way  and  reservoir 
sites  within  reserved  land;  chiefly  the  acts  of  March  3,  1891, 
February  15,  1901,  and  February  1,  1905,  and  March  4,  1911. 
These,  and  others,  are  quoted  below.®  A  considerable  body  of  regu- 
lations has  been  adopted  by  the  departments,  and  for  further  de« 
tails  the  reader  should  make  application  to  the  Forest  Service  for 
the  **Use  Book"  and  to  the  Land  Office  for  "Regulations  Concern- 
ing Rights  of  Way."  There  is  little  to  be  found  in  the  statutes  or 
decisions.  All  that  the  writer  has  been  able  to  discover  of  such 
nature  is  collected  in  the  following  sections. 


8  "I  do  not  believe  that  a  single 
acre  t>f  our  public  lands  should  here- 
after pass  into  private  ownership  ex- 
cept for  the  single  purpose  of  home- 
stead settlement."  Speech  of  Theo- 
dore Roosevelt,  at  Denver,  Colo.,  Aug. 
29,  1910. 

6a  Article  4,  sec.  3. 

6b  Dastervignes  v.  United  States, 
122  Fed.  30.  58  C.  C.  A.  346;  United 
States  V.  Dastervignes,  118  Fed.  199; 
United  States  v.  Shannon,  151  Fed. 
863;  Same  v.  Same,  160  Fed.  870. 
See,  also,  38  Land  Dec.  67. 

6c  Unite<l  States  v.  Deguirro,  152 
Fed.  508;  X"'"nited  States  v.  Domingo, 
152  Fed.  566;  United  States  v.  Bale, 


156  Fed.  687;  United  States  r.  Bi« 
zinelli,  182  Fed.  675. 

7  United  States  v.  Blasingame,  116 
Fed.  654;  United  States  v.  Matthews, 
146  Fed.  306;  Dent  v.  United  States, 
8  Ariz.  138,  71  Pac.  920;  United  States 
V.  Grimaud,  170  Fed.  205. 

8  Grimaud  v.  United  States,  31  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  480  (May.  1,  1911) ;  Light  v. 
United  States,  31  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  485 
(May  1,  1911).  Upon  first  argument 
the  court  had  been  divided  and  no  d^ 
cision  had  been  reached.  United 
States  V.  India,  216  U.  S.  614.  30  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  576,  54  L.  Ed.  639. 

9  InfrOt  sec.  1428,  Federal  sUtutea. 
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Under  these  acts,  the  appropriator  must  comply  with  the  State 
law  for  acquiring  water-rights  ^^  (how  far  he  must  comply  with 
State  law  regarding  rights  of  way  is  considered  below),  and  fur- 
ther, must  file  with  the  Secretary  of  Interior  a  copy  of  its  articles 
of  incorporation  (if  a  corporation),  and  also  maps  and  statements 
describing  the  proposed  right  of  way,  and  these  must  be  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  who  will  hear  protests  from 
other  parties  before  giving  his  approval.  (Upon  reserved  land, 
he  must  file  also  with  the  chief  of  the  reserved  department,  as 
hereafter  considered.)  Maps  may  be*  received  of  canals  already 
constructed  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act,  as  well  as  new 
canals.^^  Jf  an  application  is  made  under  the  wrong  act,  it  may 
be  considered  under  such  act  as  it  might  properly  come  under.*^ 
The  acts  do  not  apply  to  Alaska.^^  The  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior has  ruled  that  he  may  make  withdrawals  of  land  from 
operation  of  the  Right  of  Way  Act  of  March  3,  1891." 

Upon  unsurveyed  land,  the  supreme  court  of  New  Mexico  has 
held  that  the  act  of  March  3,  1891,  does  not  require  filings,  nor 
approval  by  officials,  and  a  right  vests  upon  completion  of  work 
(as  mider  the  act  of  1866) ;  filings  being  sufficiently  timely  if 


10  "While  these  acts  grant  rights  of 
way  over  the  public  lands  necessary 
to  the  maintenance  and  use  of  ditches, 
canals  and  reservoirs,  the  control  of 
the  flow  and  use  of  the  water  is,  so 
far  as  this  act  is  concerned,  vested  in 
the  States  or  Territories,  the  juris- 
<iiction  of  the  Department  of  the  In- 
terior being  limited  to  the  approval  of 
maps  carrying  the  right  of  way  over 
the  public  lands.  If  the  right  of  way 
applied  for  under  this  act  in  any 
wise  involves  the  appropriation  of 
natural  sources  of  water  supply,  the 
«iainining  of  rivers,  or  the  use  of 
likes,  the  maps  should  be  accompanied 
^j  proof  that  the  plans  and  purposes 
of  the  projectors  have  been  regularly 
^bmitted  and  approved  in  accord- 
ance with  the  local  laws  or  customs 
?'»verning  the  use  of  water  in  the 
State  or  Territory  in  which  such  right 
•'f  way  is  located.  No  general  rule 
an  be  adopted  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter. Each  case  must  rest  upon  the 
showing  filed."  Circular  of  Land 
Office  Regarding  Rights  of  Way,  ap- 
proved June  6,  1908. 

Reg.  L.  5  of  the  new  "Forest  Ser- 


vice Water  Power  Use  Book"  says: 
"Occupancy  and  use  of  national  for- 
est lands  is  the  sole  privilege  granted 
under  a  water-power  permit.  In  the 
issuance  of  such  permits  no  attempt 
will  be  made  to  adjudicate  water- 
rights  since  water-rights  are  acquired 
under  State  laws  and  adjudicated  by 
the  courts.  Therefore,  no  protests 
against  the  granting  of  an  applica- 
tion, if  based  upon  alleged  lack  of 
water-rights,  will  be  considered;  nor, 
in  general,  will  any  allegation  that  the 
time  of  beginning  or  completion  of 
construction  has  been,  or  is  delayed 
by  litigation  over  water-rights  be  ac- 
cepted as  a  sufficient  reason  for  grant- 
ing any  extensions  of  time." 

11  15  Land  Dec.  578. 

12  Northern  Cal.  Power  Co.,  37 
Land  Deo.  80;  Inyo  Consol.  W.  Co., 
37  Land  Dec.  78.  Applications  can- 
not be  filed  until  the  survey  is  com- 
pleted. Anderson  v.  Spencer,  38  Land 
Dec.  338. 

13  26  Land  Dec.  305 ;  35  Land  Dec. 
297. 

14  39  Land  Dec.   105. 
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made  within  twelve  months  after  the  government  has  surveyed 
the  land." 

In  the  year  1909-10,  reports  on  applications  for  rights  of  way 
over  public  domain  for  reservoirs,  canals,  ditches,  etc.,  were  ren- 
dered on  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  applications,  forty-one 
of  which  were  adverse  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  were 
favorable.*'^* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  434.  Nature  of  the  Bight  Acquired  Under  the  Bight  of  Way 
Acts. — Under  the  act  of  1891  for  irrigation,  the  estate  acquired 
is*a  vested  easement  or  base  fee  during  beneficial  use.^*  Only 
irrigation  companies  were  within  the  terms  of  the  act  of  1891," 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  refused  to  approve  filings  of 
companies  seeking'  to  build  canals  for  electric  lighting,  water 
power,^®  or  city  water  supply,^®  or  floating  lumber,^  or  domestic, 
manufacturing  or  hydraulic  purposes.^*  By  the  act  of  May  11, 
1898,  irrigation  companies  are  permitted  to  make  filings  though 
they  also  proposed  other  subsidiary  uses,  if  the  subsidiary  uses 


16  United  States  v.  Lee  (N.  M.), 
110  Pac.  607. 

15a  Report  of  1910  of  CommisBioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  p.  9. 

16  38  Land  Dec.  211;  38  Land  Dee. 
493;  37  Land  Dec.  6;  Whitmore  ▼. 
Pleasant  Valley  Co.,  27  Utah,  -284, 
75  Pac.  748;  Nippel  v.  Porker,  9 
Colo.  App.  106,  47  Pac.  766;  Same 
V.  Same,  26  Colo.  74,  56  Pac.  577; 
United  States  t.  Whitney  (Idaho), 
176  Fed.  593;  BasmuBsen  v.  Blust 
(1909),  85  Neb.  198,  133  Am.  St. 
Rep.  650,  122  N.  W.  862;  United 
States  V.  Lee  (N.  M.),  110  Pac.  607. 

"The  right  granted  is  not  in  the 
nature  of  a  grant  of  lands,  but  is  a 
base  or  qualified  fee.  The  possession 
and  right  of  use  of  the  lands  are  given 
for  the  purposes  contemplated  by  law, 
but  a  reversionary  interest  remains 
in  the  United  States,  to  be  conveyed 
by  it  to  the  person  to  whom  the  land 
may  be  patented,  whose  rights  will 
be  subject  to  those  of  the  grantee  of 
the  right  of  way."  Regulations  of 
June  6,  1908,  pp.  4,  5. 

"The  act  of  March  3,  1891,  is  gen- 
eral and  permanent  in  its  character, 
'and  operates  continuously   to  convey 


the  title  to  public  lands  to  all  perBom 
complying  with  its  provisions." 
United  States  v.  Whitney  (Idaho), 
176  Fed.  593,  saying  the  act  is  in 
this  similar  to  the  Railway  Bight  of 
Way  Act  of  March  3,  1875,  and  cit- 
ing cases.  A  similar  comparison  to 
the  Railway  Act  is  made  in  United 
Stetes  V.  Lee  (N.  M.),  110  Pac.  607: 
De  Weese  v.  Henry  Inv.  Co.,  39  Land 
Dec.  27.  See,  as  to  the  Railway  Act, 
Rio  Qrande  etc.  Co.  v.  Stringham 
(Utah),  110  Pac.  868,  holding  that  on 
approval  by  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  In- 
terior of  the  profile  of  a  proposed 
railroad  through  public  lands  in  ac- 
cordance with  act  of  March  3,  1875. 
the  title  to  the  right  of  way  vested 
in  the  railroad  company,  and  a  subse- 
quent patent  of  land  including  the 
right  of  way,  though  not  made  sub- 
ject thereto,  did  not  devest  the  title 
so  acquired.  See,  also,  Minidoka  Co. 
▼.  Weymouth  (Idaho),  113  Pac  455. 

17  32  Land  Dec.  452. 

18  18  Land  Dec.  573. 

10  20  Land  Dec.  154,  464. 

20  21  Land  Dec.  63. 

21  25   Land   Dec.   344. 
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are  of  a  public  nature,^  but  the  original  application  must  still  be 
primarily  for  irrigation.® 

Under  the  act  of  1905  for  municipal  or  mining  purposes  the 
estate  acquired  is  also  a  vested  easement  or  base  fee^  like  the  act 
of  1891.^  But  it  was  ruled  by  the  departments  that  only  irriga- 
tion, municipal  and  mining  purposes  are  covered  by  the  foregoing 
acts,  and  that  vested  rights. could  be  acquired  for  no  other  purpose. 
Other  purposes  (of  which  ** commercial  power  purposes''  is  the 
most  important)  were  considered  only  under  the  act  of  1901.2*^ 

Under  the  act  of  1901,  the  right  acquired  is  considered  to  give 
only  a  permit  revocable  at  will  by  the  forester  or  other  depart- 
ment head,*  and  probably  revoked  by  subsequent  homestead, 
mining  or  other  title  to  the  fee.*  The  revocable  character  of  the 
estate  under  the  act  of  1901  is  illustrated  by  revocations  under 


22  32  Land  Dec.  462;  35  Land  Dee. 
154, 

8  32  Land  Dec.  462. 

M  Circular  of  Land  Office,  infra; 
Use  Book  of  Forest  Service  for  1908, 
pp.  67,  68;  see,  also,  37  Land  Dee. 
bO,  saying  it  is  onnecessary  there  to 
decide. 

"The  right  granted  is  not  in  the 
nature  of  a  grant  of  lands,  but  as  a 
base  or  qualified  fee,  giving  the  pos- 
session and  right  of  use  of  the  land 
for  the  purposes  contemplated  by  the 
act,  during  the  period  of  beneficial 
use.  When  the  use  ceases,  the  right 
terminates,  and  thereupon  proper  steps 
will  be  taken  to  revoke  the  grant.  No 
right  whatever  is  given  to  take  any 
material,  earth  or  stone  for  construc- 
tion or  other  purposes,  nor  is  any 
right  given  to  use  any  land  outside 
of  what  is  aetuaUy  necessary  for  the 
construction  and  maintenance  of  the 
works.**  Begulations  concerning  rights 
of  way;  approved  June  6,  1908,  see. 
48,  under  A.  C  February  1,  1905 
(33  Stat.  628). 

25  The  act  of  May  11,  1898,  amend- 
ing the  act  of  1891,  is  ambiguous 
regarding  how  far  irrigation  rights 
may  be  used  for  other  purposes  of 
a  public  nature,  and  the  departments 
mle  that  commercial  power  companies 
<'ome  only  under  the  act  of  February 
15,  1901,  and  not  under  either  1891 
OT  1905,  even  though  they  propose 
to  furnish   power  to   irrigators  who 


pump  water  for  irrigation  (Kern 
River  Co.,  38  Land  Dec.  302).  To 
come  under  the  act  of  1891  or  1905 
the  power  use  must  be  only  incidental, 
and  not  the  main  object  of  the  en- 
terprise (Inyo  Consolidated  Water  Co., 
37  Land  Dec.  78;  Northern  Cal. 
Power  Co.,  37  Land  Dec.  80;  Kern 
Biver  Co.,  38  Land  Dec.  302). 

1  Ibid.,  and  31  Land  Dec.  13;  32 
Land  Dec.  461. 

Before  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  February  16,  1910,  Mr. 
Garfield  spoke  of  this  act  of  1901,  and 
said:  "The  amendments  which  we  sug- 
gest clear  away  the  difficulty  that  has 
arisen  in  administering  that  act,  by 
authorizing  a  lease  good  for  fifty 
years,  instead  of  a  revocable  permit, 
which  is  the  only  kind  of  permit  that 
can  be  issued  under  the  law  as  it 
stands  to-day." 

2  There  is  some  contention  that  it 
is  discretionary  with  the  departments 
to  bring  all  uses  under  the  revocable 
permit  system  of  1901  and  that  the 
act  of  1891  be  declared  repealed  by 
that  of  1901,  thereby  making  irriga- 
tion rights  of  way  revocable,  and 
bringing  irrigation  under  Federal  in- 
stead of  State  control.  The  supreme 
court  of  New  Mexico  held  that  the 
act  of  March  3,  1891,  is  not  repealed 
by  the  act  of  1901.  United  States  v. 
Lee  (N.  M.),  HO  Pae.  607.  See  39 
Land  Dec.  105. 
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Secretary  Garfield.'  By  an  act  approved  March  4,  1911,  the  de- 
partment head  is  authorized  to  grant  a  fifty  year  easement  for 
power  development.  (This  act  may  be  availed  of  by  persons  previ- 
ously holding  revocable  permits,  as  well  as  new  projects.) 

x^  (3d  ed.) 

§  435.  The  Doctrine  of  Relation.— Under  the  acts  granting 
easements,  it  is  not  yet  settled  at  what  point  of  time  vesting  of 
the  right  occurs. 

Against  the  United  States,  upon  unsurveyed  land,  it  has  been 
held  that  the  right  vests  upon  completion  of  work,  filings  being 
unneccfitsary  until  twelve  months  after  government  survey  is 
mad^,  whereupon  approval  of  the  Secretary  is  simply  confirmation 
of  existing  right.*  But  the  United  States  may  withdraw  the  land 
under  withdrawal  act  of  Congress  any  time  before  completion; 
that  is,  the  right  does  not  relate  back  to  beginning  of  work  as 
against  the  United  States ;  the  doctrine  of  relation  does  not  apply 
against  the  United  States  so  as  to  prevent  withdrawing  the  land 
before  completion,  for  the  Reclamation  Service  ^  or  for  a  national 
park.® 

Upon  surveyed  land,  or  between  rival  private  parties,  until  ap- 
proval, the  filings  give  no  vested  right.''  But  the  general  view 
seems  to  be,  that  the  right  vests  when  there  is  an  approval.*  It 
has  been  said  to  vest  Upon  approval  even  before  beginning  work;' 


s  The  following  is  tlie  statement 
appearing  in  192  North  American 
Review,  495,  in  an  article  criticising 
the  action: 

"  .  .  .  .  Two  days  before  Mr.  Gar- 
field was  to  go  out  of  office,  there  was 
issued  a  list  of  what  is  called  the 
^Decisions  of  March  2,  1909,'  by  which 
'Permits  issued  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  under  act  of  February 
15,  1901/  were  revoked.  This  list 
covers  forty  different  plants.  The 
names  of  these  plants  are  withheld, 
because  it  would  only  serve  to  compli- 
cate titles,  but  it  is  worth  while  to 
know  that  these  revocations  were  is- 
sued without  advising  with,  or  grant- 
ing  any  hearing  whatsoever  to,  the  rep- 
resentatives of  any  of  the  water-power 
companies.  Some  of  the  plants  had 
been  completed  and  were  in  operation, 
and  upon  others  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands o£  dollars  had  been  expended.'' 


4  United  States  v.  Lee  (N.  M.),  1^0 
Pac.  607. 

5  United  States  v.  Rickey,  164  Fed. 
496,  permitting  such  withcbrawal  he- 
fore  completion  of  work  though  after 
approval  of  application. 

6  Sierra  D.  &  W.  Co.,  38  Land  D«. 
547,  permitting  such  withdrawal  trhile 
application  was  pending  but  before 
approx'al  of  application. 

T  De  Weese  v.  Henry  Inv.  Co.,  39 
Land  Dee.  27.' 

8  Authorities  cited  stiprQ  with  re- 
gard to  the  nature  of  the  estate,  and 
infra  as  to  the  necessity  for  action 
to  declare  a  forfeiture.  But  see  3T 
Land  Dec.  6,  to  the  effect  that  ap- 
proval under  the  act  of  1891  gives  no 
right  where  work  was  never  begun 
thereunder. 

»  Rasmussen  v.  Blust  (1909),  85 
Neb.  198,  133  Am.  St.  Rep.  650,  122 
N.  W.  862. 
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though  it  has  also  been  held  that  the  right  does  not  vest  until 
work  has  been  actually  completed.^^  The  last  ruling  is  more  in 
line  with  the  previous  local  laws,  which  held  the  right  to  vest 
upon  completion  of  work  only,  then  relating  back  to  posting  of 
notice  or  filing  of  application  with  the  State  Engineer  ;^^  but 
nilings  of  the  land  office  and  the  authorities  generally  are  to  the 
effect  that  the  estate  vests  upon  approval  of  the  application,  sub- 
ject only  to  action  in  court  to  declare  a  forfeiture  for  failing  to 
complete  the  work  within  the  time  allowed.** 

Between  rival  claimants,  the  first  in  activity,  and  not  the  first 
in  making  filings,  is  first  in  right  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior's 
approval.**  When  vested,  it  dates,  to  determine  priority  between 
rival  claimants,  from  the  beginning  of  the  survey,  and  not  from 
filing  application  in  the  land  office.*^ 

The  grant  under  the  act  of  1891  includes  a  width  up  to  fifty 
feet  (only  so  much  as  is  necessary)  on  each  side  of  the  center  line 
of  the  canal;  It  also  includes  the  right  to  use  adjacent  materials 
(timber,  stone,  etc.)  in  constructing  the  canal,  but  this  applies 
only  to  the  original  construction,  and  not  to  additions  or  repairs.*^ 
What  is  ** adjacent"  depends  upon  the  facts  of  each  case.***  The 
approval  of  filings  under  the  act  of  1891  gives  no  exclusive  right 
to  a  canyon  or  defile,  and  a  right  of  way  may  also  be  granted, 
if  practicable,  to  other  parties.*^ 


(sa  ed.) 

§  436.  Bonds,  Stipulations  and  Royalties.— The  Forest  Service 
at  present  does  not  charge  for  ''special  use  permits''  for  irriga- 
tion, miuing,  municipal  or  sawmill  uses,  but  this  does  not  neces- 
sarily indicate  no  charge  hereafter.  In  any  event,  it  charges  all 
persons  for  wood  cut  in  clearing,  etc. 

In  case  of  large  enterprises  for  any  purpose,  bonds  and  stipu- 
lations are  required,  a  copy  thereof  being  printed  below  in  the 


w  United  states  v.  Rickey,  164  Fed. 
496,  and  see  37  Land  Dee.  6. 

"  Supra,  sees.  393  et  seq.,  421. 

tt  Infra,  sec.  437. 

»  De  Weese  v.  Henry  Inv.  Co.,  39 
Land  Dec.  27. 

14  It  was  ruled  that,  under  the 
acU  of  1891  and  1901,  priority  for 
the  right  of  way  relates  back  to  the 
bejpnning  of  the  survey,  if  work  was 
diHgently  done  and  application  in  the 
WftUr  Rights — 80 


land  office  diligehtly  made,  and  will 
prevail  over  a  rival  applicant  begin- 
ning a  survey  three  days  later  but 
getting  his  application  first  on  file  in 
the  land  office.  Anderson  v.  Spencer, 
38  Land  Dec.  338.  See,  also,  United 
States  V.  liCe  (N.  M.),  110  Pac.  607. 
19  34  Land  Dec.  213;  14  Land  Dee. 
566. 

16  28  Land  Dec.  439. 

17  35  Land  Dec.  637. 
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part  of  this  book  relating  to  forms.  The  power  to  do  this  is 
deduced  from  the  discretion  to  refuse  entirely.  If  the  permit  or 
easement  may  be  entirely  refused,  it  is  ruled  that  it  may  be 
granted  upon  any  condition.^®  The  bonds  cover  payment  for 
timber  cut  or  injured;*®  and,  in  the  case  of  power  companies, 
royalties  to  the  United  States  and  (it  was  proposed)  stipulations 
as  to  rates  to  be  charged,  and  for  control  of  the  power  plant  by 
the  forest  officer.^  An  elaborate  set  of  stipulations  was  made  in 
the  revocable  permit  to  San  Francisco  for  a  municipal  water 
plant.2*  In  the  case  of  railways  over  power  sites,  a  ruling  for- 
merly required  a  stipulation  to  move  the  tracks  when  required  to 
do  so  by  the  Federal  department ;  but  the  present  ruling  is  that 
either  the  railway  permit  will  be  granted  absolutely,  or  the  land 
will  be  withdrawn  absolutely  for  conservation.^^ 

These  requirements  are,  as  yet,  based  upon  the  general  statutes 
giving  the  officials  discretion  to  make  rules  and  regulations  or  to 
refuse  permits.  They  are  not,  as  yet,  contained  in  more  specific 
statutory  form.  It  is  contended,  on  the  authority  of  United 
States  V.  Gratiot,^  that  (Jongress  may  enact  them  specifically,  and 
further  may  provide  a  general  leasing  system  for  disposal  of  the 
public  lands.  These  requirements  are  as  yet  further  confined 
mostly  to  the  forest  domain.  In  national  parks  one  Secretary  of 
Interior  ruled  that  no  rights  of  any  kind  would  be  granted  to 
private  enterprises.^*  The  previous  secretary  had  granted  a  per- 
mit through  Yosemite  Park  to  a  city  for  water  supply,*  but  iti 
revocation  remains  under  consideration.  In  a  previous  case,  how- 
ever,  rights  had  been  granted  in  the  Sequoia  National  Park,  and 
a  charge  by  way  of  royalty  was  imposed  of  two  and  one-half  per 
cent  of  the  gross  receipts;  and  in  the  Coeur  D'Alene  Indian 
Reservation  the  Interior  Department  imposed  a  royalty  charge.^ 

Further  consideration  is  given  in  a  following  section.* 


18  United  States  v.  BaUej  (S.  D.), 
178  Fed.  302. 

19  Ibid. 

20  See  26  Op.  Atty.  Gen.  421,  where 
Attorney  General  Bonaparte  advised 
in  favor  of  the  power  to  make  these 
stipulations.  Stipulations  as  to  rates 
to  be  charged  seem  to  be  omitted  in 
the  new  form  below  considered. 

21  City  of  San  Francisco,  36  Land 
Dec.  409. 

22  39  Land  Dec.  86,  89,  209.  See, 
also,  36  Land  Dec.  482,  as  to  United 
States  Reclamation  Service  ditch  over 


railway  located  since  1890,  which  de- 
partment ruling  is  disapproved  in 
Minidoka  Co.  v.  Weymouth  (Idaho), 
113  Pac.  455. 

23  14  Pet.  526,  10  L.  Ed.  573. 

24  Secretary  Ballinger  in  Sierra  D. 
&  W.  Co.,  38  Land  Dec.  547. 

1  Mr.  Garfield  in  City  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, 36  Land  Dec.  409. 

2  Mr.  Garfield  before  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  Februaiy 
16,  1910. 

s  Infra,  see.  438a. 
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So  far  as  these  Federal  contracts  control  service  to  the  public 
of  a  State,  reference  is  made  to  a  later  chapter.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  437.  Forfeiture. — ^Under  the  act  of  1891,  applying  to  irrij^a- 
tion,  the  work  must  be  completed  within  five  years;**  under  the 
act  of  1897,  applying  to  livestock  reservoirs,  the  work  must  be 
completed  within  two  years.*  Under  the  act  of  March  4,  1911, 
for  power,  the  period  is  two  years.  If  not  completed  on  time,  the 
Interior  Department  cannot  extend  the  time  to  the  disadvantage 
of  an  intervening  adverse  claim;  ^  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  can  the 
Interior  Department  itself  declare  a  forfeiture,  since  it  is  ruled 
that,  by  approval  by  application,  a  vested  right  has  passed,  and 
the  Interior  Department  loses  jurisdiction,  nor  can  the  Interior 
Department  treat  it  as  null  and  approve  another  person's  appli- 
cation for  the  same  reservoir  site;  but  the  Interior  Department 
will  have  suit  brought  in  court  to  declare  the  forfeiture.'  The 
same  is  ruled  where  application  has  been  approved  by  mistake.* 
The  suit  may  be  brought  by  the  attorney  general  of  the  United 
States*^  without  special  act  of  Congress  so  instructing,  and 
without  the  necessity  for  an  act  expressly  xieclaring  the  forfeiture 
by  congressional  action.^^  Between  private  parties,  perhaps,  the 
privileges  will  be  held  forfeited  in  a  State  court  in  a  suit  between 


4  Infra^  seca.  1260  et  seq.,  1323. 

5  A.  C.  Biarch  3,  1891,  sec.  20. 

«  A.  C.  February  13,  1897,  29  Stat. 
484;  38  Land  Dec.  175. 

7  38  Land  Dec.  175,  under  the  live- 
stock act.  See,  also,  Anderson  v. 
Speneer,  38  Land  Dec.  338,  under  the 
acts  of  1891  and  1905. 

8  38  Land  Dee.  211;  38  Land  Dec. 
493.  "Twenty-seven  civil  suits  were 
recommended  for  the  setting  aside  of 
{grants  of  rights  of  way  over  the  pub- 
lic domain  for  reservoirs,  canals, 
tlitehes,  etc.  Investigations  are  now 
in  progress,  involving  all  such  grants 
heretofore  approved  for  such  purposes, 
with  a  view  of  brihging  civil  action 
against  all  grantees  where  the  evi- 
dence shows  misuse,  nonconstruction, 
or  abandonment  of  such  privileges." 
Page  9  of  Report  for  1910  of  Com- 
misrioner  of  General  Land  Office. 

•  Kern  River  Co.,  38  Land  Dec.  302. 

10  33  Land  Dec.  469 ;  Rio  Grande 

etc  Co.  T.  United  States,  215  U.  S. 


266,  30  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  97,  54  L.  Ed. 
190. 

U  United  States  v.  Whitney  (Idaho), 
176  Fed.  593,  saying:  "This  require- 
ment being  in  the  nature  of  a  con- 
dition subsequent,  the  rule  undoubt- 
edly is  that  failure  to  comply  there- 
with does  not  operate  ipso  facto  to 
devest  the  grantee  of  the  title  and 
reinvest  the  grantor  therewith,  but 
that  to  be  effectual,  the  default  must 
be  followed  with  a  declaration  of  for- 
feiture by  some  competent  authority, 
and,  the  grant  here  being  of  a  public 
nature,  such  declaration  can  be  made 
only  by  an  act  of  Congress,  or  in  an 
appropriate  judicial  proceeding,"  and 
holding  congressional  action  not  neces- 
sary. 

There  seems  some  inconsistency  be- 
tween the  above  authorities  and  the 
ruling  in  United  States  v.  Rickey,  164 
Fed.  496,  holding  that  until  the  work 
is  completed  the 'right  falls  ipso  facto 
if  the  land  is  withdrawn  for  the  Rec- 
lamation Service, 
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private  parties  without  any  special  action  to  declare  the  for- 
feiture where  the  claimant  has  abo  lost  his  water  appropriation 
according  to  State  law;*^  ^hg^  is,  these  special  privileges  prob- 
ably fall  with  the  ordinary  rights  when  the  latter  fall  under  local 
law.  But  it  is  recently  held  that  a  private  party  cannot  raise  the 
question.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  438.  Oonflicta  With  Settlers. — Questions  arising  out  of  con- 
flicts with  settlers  have  been  already  considered.^^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  438a.  Water-power  Kegulations  of  1011  of  the  Forest 
Service. — Since  the  foregoing  was  written  the  Forest  Service  has 
issued  a  Water  Power  Use  Book  for  1911.^  As  copies  may  be 
obtained  upon  application  to  the  Forest  Service,  and  as  the 
forms  prescribed  therein  are  printed  hereafter,*®  the  present  sec- 
tion endeavors  to  state  the  substance  of  the  new  requirements  as 
briefly  as  possible. 

Permits  must  be  obtained.  No  application  will  be  received  for 
land  within  an  existing  project." 

*' Noncommercial"  works  (operating  one's  own  mines,  one's 
own  mills,  one's  own  irrigation  requiring  power,  temporary  power 
in  constructing  permitted  works,  municipal  plants,  and  other  uses 
hereafter  to  be  named  as  such  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture)*^ 
will  be  granted  permits  on  application  to  the  district  forester, 
and  will  not  be  charged  for.*^  If  under  one  thousand  horse-power 
they  must  be  accompanied  by  triplicate  maps,  field-notes,  evidence 
of  water-right,  statements  of  amount  of  water  available,  of  avail- 
able power,  etc.;  but  no  contract  stipulations  are  required.*^  If 
over  one  thousand  horse-power,  they  must  execute  stipulations  to 
pay  for  timber,  protect  the  forests,  etc.**  **  Water-power  works 
of  a  semi-commercial  nature  will  be  regarded  as  commercial  ex- 

X2  Baldridge  etc.  Co.  v.  Leon  etc.  ing."    O'Riley  v.  Noxon  (Colo.)>  113 

Co.,  20  Colo.  App.  518,  80  Pac.  477.  Pac.  486. 

13  "If  the   rights  acquired  by  the  M  Supra,  seca.  258,  263. 

Tarryall  Company  under  the  approval  W  Issued  December  28, 1910, 

of  its  reservoir  site  were  subject  to  !•  InfrOf  sec.  1459. 

forfeiture  by  its  failure  to  construct  17  Reg.  L.  4. 

the  reservoir  within  the  period  of  five  18  Reg.  L.  2. 

years  fixed  by  law,  it,  or  its  trans-  W  Beg.  L.  2. 

feree,  nevertheless,  had  the  rieht  of  SO  Reg.  L.  11  and  L.  12. 

possession   thereunder  until  sucn   for-  Si  Beg.  L.  12. 

feiture  is  declared  in  a  proper  proceed- 
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cept  in  80  far  as  a  satisfactory  showing  of  partial  noncommercial 
ruse  may  be  made  to  the  district  forester  by  the  permittee."  Conp- 
mercial  uses  are  defined  as  all  other  than  above  specified.^ 

Permits  are  to  be  issued  as  preliminary  and  final.  The  prelimin- 
ary application  and  permit  are  covered  by  Reg.  L.  9.  The  prelimin- 
ary application  must  be  filed  with  the  district  forester,  consisting 
of  an  application  in  triplicate  on  Form  58;^  a  map  (with  nega- 
tive or  blue-prints)  showing  the  entire  project  in  detail,  etc.,  with 
statements  %f  available  water,  head,  amount  of  power,  and 
**  prima  facie  evidence  in  triplicate,  certified  by  the  proper  public 
officer,  of  the  appropriation  by  the  applicant  or  its  predecessors 
of  all  the  water  which  it  is  proposed  to  use  in  the  operation  of 
the  works  applied  for."  Statement  is  recommended  to  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Reclamation  Service  that  its  projects  will  not  be 
impaired.**  *'An  application  for  a  preliminary  water-power  per- 
mit filed  with  the  district  forester  shall  not  be  complete  until 
the'  last  map  or  paper  required  by  this  regulation  shall  have  been 
filed  in  the  form  prescribed."  ^  The  preliminary  application  and 
permit  are  to  cover  the  time  while  maps,  plans  and  other  data  are 
being  prepared  for  a  final  application,  but  give  no  right  to  begin 
actual  construction  work  except  in  exceptional  cases.^ 


22  Beg.  L.  2. 

2»  Infra^  sec.  1459. 

24  See,  also,  W.  P.  Use  Bk.,  p.  69. 

26  In  regard  to  issuing  the  pre- 
liminary permit:  "Upon  receiving  the 
district  engineer's  report,  the  district 
forester  wiU  prepare  five  copies  of 
permit  on  form  59.  If  the  applica- 
tion is  approved  by  the  district  for- 
ester and  the  district  engineer  they 
will  initial  the  permit.  The  district 
forester  will  send  the  chief  engineer 
a  copy  of  the  complete  application, 
except  the  certificate  of  water  appro- 
priation, the  original  map  on  tracing 
•linen,  one  copy  of  the  district  en- 
gineer's report,  the  original,  and  one 
copy  of  the  permit,  and  the  corre- 
spondence file. 

"The  chief  engineer  will  examine 
all  the  papers  received  from  the  dis- 
trict forester,  and  if  he  approves  the 
application,  he  wiU  initial  the  original 
permit  and  return  it  with  the  original 
map  on  tracing  linen  and  the  corre- 
Bpondence  file  to  the  district  forester. 
If  he  does  not  approve  the  applica- 
tion, he  win  return  the  original  per- 


mit without  initial  and  with,  a  letter 
to  the  district  forester  explaining  in 
detail  his  reasons  for  not  approving. 

"Upon  the  return  of  the  permit 
from  the  chief  engineer,  if  approved, 
the  district  forester  will  prepare  a 
letter  of  transmittal  (Form  861)  in 
triplicate,  stating  the  amount  of  the 
charge.  The  original  will  be  sent  to 
the  applicant,  and  upon  receipt  of  no- 
tice from  the  district  fiscal  agent  that 
deposit  has  been  made  the  district 
forester  will  forward  to  the  forester 
one  copy  of  the  complete  application, 
one  copy  of  the  report  of  the  district 
engineer,  the  original,-  and  one  copy  of 
the  permit,  and  the  correspondence 
file. 

"When  the  original  permit  has  been 
signed  by  the  secretary,  the  forester 
will  retain  one  copy  of  the  permit  and 
one  print  map  of  location  and  return 
all  the  other  papers  in  the  case  to 
the  district  forester."  W.  P.  Use 
Book  (1911),  pp.  65,  66. 

1  Reg.  L.  1  and  W.  P.  Use  Bk. 
(1911),  p.  62. 
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The  final  application  and  permit  are  covered  by  Reg.  L.  10. 
Application  must  be  filed  with  the  district  forester,  consisting  of 
n  application  in  triplicate  on  a  prescribed  form;  maps  (with 
negative  or  two-print  copies)  with  affidavits  attached ;  maps  for 
each  project  showing  complete  details  (specified  at  length); 
separate  maps  for  each  reservoir ;  separate  maps  for  each  conduit 
with  drawings  of  types  used ;  separate  maps  for  each  power-house 
with  types  of  generators;  maps  of  transmission  lines;  field-notes 
in  triplicate,  verified;  detailed  estimates  in  triplic%te  of  power 
output;  of  water  appropriated,  natural  flow,  storage,  heads, 
etc.;  evidence  from  public  officer  of  water-right,  with  any  trans- 
fers, etc. ;  articles  of  incorporation,  etc. ;  and  various  other  mat- 
ters. '^An  application  for  final  permit  filed  with  the  district 
forester  shall  not  be  complete  until  the  last  map  or  paper  re- 
quired by  this  regulation  shall  have  been  filed  in  the  form  pre- 
scribed.''^ A  final  application  relates  back  to  date  of  prelimin- 
ary application.^  Changes  during  construction  require  amended 
filings.^  Extensions  of  time  for  beginning  and  codipleting  con- 
struction require  written  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture, granted  only  for  special  and  peculiar  cause.'  False  certifi- 
cates are  visited  with  the  penalty  that  the  officials  may  refuse 
thereafter  to  receive  papers  executed  by  such  person.'  The 
officials  shall  watch  the  progress   of  the  work.''    If  all  require- 


a  Reg.  L.  10. 

3  W.  P.  Use  Bk.  (1911),  p.  67. 

Upon  final  application  it  is  di- 
rected, inter  alia:  "After  the  comple- 
tion of  the  examination  and  the  collec- 
tion of  the  data,  the  district  engineer 
will  submit  a  report  in  triplicate  to 
the  distj-ict  forester.  The  report  will 
describe  the  project  in  detail,  with 
its  relation  to  other  projects  of  the 
same  or  allied  or  competing  com- 
panies; state  whether  the  project  com- 
prehends a  full  development  of  the 
aMiilable  power;  describe  the  market 
for  the  power  and  the  general  market 
conditions  in  the  district  so  far  as 
such  information  is  available,  and  the 
relation  of  the  power  development  to 
other  interests,  particularly  agritul- 
tural.  The  report  should  present  de- 
tailed estimates  of  the  amount  of 
power  that  will  probably  be  developed 
and  the  complete  data  upon  which 
such  estimates  are  based.     The  report 


should  designate  the  Beveral  items 
necessary  for  filling  the  blanks  of  the 
stipulation  and  permit,  a  recommenda- 
tion of  the  gross  power  capacity  to 
be  inserted  in  the  stipulation,  and  such 
other  recommendations  as  may  seem 
desirable."  W.  P.  Use  Book  (1911), 
p.  70. 

4  Reg.  Jj.  14.  See.  also,  W.  P.  Use 
Bk.  (1911),  pp.  62-64,  68. 

5  Reg.  L.  15. 
«  Reg.  L.  17. 

7  "In  order  that  the  district  for- 
ester may  know  whether  the  terms  of 
the  stipulation  and  permit  are  beinp 
complied  with,  the  supervisor  shouM 
keep  himself  fully  informed  of  the 
progress  of  the  work.  He  shall  im- 
mediately upon  the  date  specified  in 
the  stipulation  upon  which  constnic- 
tion  should  begin  make  an  examina- 
tion and  report  to  the  district  for- 
ester whether  the  construction  has 
begun.    The  supervisor  should  sscer- 
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ments  are  complied  with,  priority  dates  from  filing  the  last  paper 
going  to  make  up  the  preliminary  application.'  Water-right 
questions  are  declared  outside  the  forestry  jurisdiction,  and  will 
not  be  considered  in  issuing  permits.' 

Upon  issuance  of  final  permit  a  stipulation  must  be  execute^ 
within  ninety  days.^'  Its  provisions  are  covered  in  Eeg.  L.  13, 
viz.,  to  pay  for  timber  cut,  injured  ot  destrayed ; "  to  pay  for 
damage  from  flood,  seepage,  breaks,  or  other  damage  to  forests; 
to  dispose  of  brush  or  refuse ;  to  keep  land  along  transmission 
line  cleared;  protect  telephone  crossings;  to  prevent  injury  to 
grazing  stock ;  to  prevent  and  stop  forest  fires  near  the  lands ;  to 
rebuild  roads  destroyed  or  injured  by  the  works;  to  maintain 
crossings  over  conduits ;  to  sell  power  to  the  United  States  when 
required  (under  certain  conditions) ;  to  begin  and  diligently  com- 
plete the  work  proposed,  within  a  period  fixed  in  permit ;  to  pay 
the  charges  or  royalty ;  to  operate  continuously  unless  shut-down 
is  sanctioned  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture ;  not  to  sell  out  to  a 
monopoly;^  to  maintain  measuring  weirs,  etc.,  and  keep  water 
records;  to  keep  the  books  and  records  of  the  permittee  open  at 
all  times  to  inspection  of  the  officials ;  to  make  annual  return  to 
the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  of  matters  required  by  him. 

The  term  of  permit  Will  usually  not  exceed  two  years  for  pre- 
liminary permits.^  Pinal  permits  will  cover  fifty  years  unless 
sooner  revoked,  etc.**  Revocation  is  to  be  made  by  a  letter  pre- 
pared by  the  district  forester  and  signed  by  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  and  sent  to  the  permittee.^*  If  a  permit  is  revoked, 
no  application  for  a  like  use  will  be  received  within  one  year  from 
the  same  party.*®  Upon  a  sale  or  transfer  of  the  plant,  the  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture  has  discretion  to  issue  a  permit'  to  the  trans- 
feree.*^ 

tain   from   time   to    time    thereafter  S  Beg.  L.  3.     See,  also,  p.  64, 

whether   the    works    are    being    con-  »  Reg.  L.  5. 

Rtnicted   with    due    diligence   and   in  lo  w.  P.  Use  Book  (1911),  p.  73. 

substantial  agreement  with  the  maps  ii  Amount  to  be  estimated  by  the 

&n«l  plans,  and  in  case  of  doubt  should  ranger.     Page  69. 

fill  for  an  examination  bj  the  dis-  12  Stipulation   20.    See  infra,  sec. 

trict  engineer.     He  shall  also  imme-  1459. 

diately  on  the  date  specified  in  the  13  Page  61. 

stipnlation     upon     which     operation  i^  Reg.  L.  6. 

should   begin    make    an    examination  i^  Page  63. 

aod  report    to    the    district    forester  i«  Reg.  L.  3. 

whether  such   operation   has   begun."  n  Reg.  L.  16. 

W.  P.  Use  Book  (1911),  pp.  76,  77. 
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Royalty  eharges  are  covered  by  Beg.  L.  7  and  L.  8.  .  They  are 
to  be  ten  cents  per  horse-power  the  first  year  (beginning,  it 
appears,  from  the  granting  of  preliminary  permit  and  not  from 
'date  of  operating  the  plant) ;  ^^  increasing  ten  cents  per  year  until 
Qne  dollar  is  reached  the  tenth  year,  and  remaining  one  dollar 
per  horse-power  thereafter.  Being  in  arrears  sixty  days  voids  a 
preliminary  permit,  and  arrears  for  six  months  voids  a  final  per- 
mit.^' These  charges  are  to  be  figured  upon  the  ''net  power 
capacity";  and  Beg.  L.  8  prescribes  how  this  is  to  be  calculated 
The  average  annual  station-output  of  horse-power  is  to  be  esti- 
mated from  all  water  available,  etc.;  and  deductions  therefrom 
are  to  be  made  for  unreserved  or  patented  lands  involved ;  also  a 
deduction  (not  exceeding  twenty-five  per  cent)  calculated  by 
multiplying  the  square  of  the  miles  of  primary  transmission  by 
the  constant  factor  .001 ;  ^  and  a  deduction  for  such  part  of  the 
power  as  the  permittee  uses  for  ''noncommercial  uses."^  A 
redetermination  of  the  gross  capacity  may  be  ordered  any  time 
after  ten  years,  and  "The  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture shall  be  final  as  to  all  matters  of  fact  upon  which  the  deter- 
mination of  the  gross  power  capacity  of  the  works  and  the  storage 
power  of  the  reservoir  or  reservoirs  depend."^ 


C.    RELATION  OF  THE  NEW  FEDERAL  SYSTEM  TO  THE  ACT  OP 

1866  AND  LOCAL  LAW. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  439.  Upon  Seserved  Land.— The  act  of  1866,  sections  2339 
and  2340,  United  States  Revised  Statutes,  is  a  right  of  way  act. 
Its  construction  was  early  settled  as  a  grant  of  reservoir  sites 


18  Page  62. 

!•  Beg.  L.  7. 

20  Probably  referring  to  loss  in 
transmission. 

21  "The  gross  power  capacity  as 
finally  determined  should  represent 
that  extent  of  development  which  good 
business  judgment  would  warrant,  if 
a  ready  market  were  available  for  all 
the  power.  Full  consideration  of  the 
fact  that  such  market  may  not  be 
available  at  the  outset  is  taken  by 
the  provision  of  very  low  rates  in 
the  earlier  years,  gradually  increasing 
with  the  probable  increase  of  market 
until  the  tenth  year  after  the  begin- 


ning of  operation,  when  the  full  nte 
is  charged."     Pages  71,  72. 

22  Reg.  L.  8. 

"Permits  for  transmission  fines 
which  are  not  a  part  of  a  geneml 
power  project  covered  by  a  power  per- 
mit will  be  issued  by  the  district 
forester.  A  fee  will  be  charged  of 
five  dollars  per  annum  for  each  mile 
of  national  forest  land  crossed  by  such 
lines,  and  the  minimum  fee  for  any 
one  permit  will  be  five  dollars  per 
annum.  Applications  for  such  trans- 
mission line  permits  will  be  filed  in 
the  office  of  the  supervisor,  and  will 
consist  of  tracings  and  field-notes  of 
survey,  both  in  the  form  and  with  the 
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and  rights  of  way  upon  public  land  subject  to  local  law  alone.^ 
It  has  never  been  expressly  repealed. 

Upon  reserved  or  withdrawn  public  land,  the  Land  Office  and 
the  Forest  Service  consider  it  repealed  by  implication;  and  the 
Federal  requirements  above  considered  have,  it  is  evident,  com- 
pletely taken  the  matter  in  hand  and  displaced  local  law  so  far 
as  concerns  rights  of  way  and  reservoir  sites.  No  distinction  is 
made  between  reservations  created  for  exclusive  occupancy  such 
as  military  and  Indian  reservations,  and  reservations  not  in  ex- 
clusive occupancy ;  the  acts  authorizing  reservation  or  withdrawal 
of  land  are  considered  to  impliedly  repeal  the  act  of  1866  and 
local  law  for  that  land  henceforth.  The  Land  Office  has  ruled,  in 
a  case  arising  in  California,  that  the  act  of  1866  ''does  not  authorize 
the  construction  of  a  right  of  way  across  reservations  of  the  United 
States,  but  seems  to  be  limited  to  the  public  land,''  and  held  that  the 
act  of  1866  is  not  in  force  within  forest  reserves.^*  In  a  recent  c&e 
in  the  United  States  district  court  in  California,  on  a  preliminary 
hearing  before  the  commissioner,  he  ruled  that  the  act  of  1866  is  no 
longer  in  force  for  either  the  reserved  or  unreserved  land ;  but  there 
has  been  no  decision  yet  by  the  court.**  The  Forest  Service  takes 
the  same  position  regarding  its  lands.^ 


affidavits  and  eertifieates  required  for 
such  lines  when  part  of  a  water-power 
application.  (Reg.  L.  10.)"  W.  P. 
Cm  Bk.  (1911),  p.  80. 

23  Supra,  sees.  92  et  seq.',  151  et 
seq.,  197  et  seq. 

*4  Kern  River  Co.,  38  Land  Dec. 
302.  It  has  also  ruled,  however,  that 
a  foreign  corporation  cannot  get  a 
Federal  right  of  way  without  comply- 
ing with  the  State  corporation  laws. 
38  Land  Dee.  74. 

See  United  States  v.  Conrad  Inv. 
Co.,  156  Fed.  123,  seeming  to  regard 
the  act  of  1866  as  still  in  force  on 
reserved  land,  so  far  as  the  dam  is 
not  80  placed  as  to  interfere  with  gov- 
erament  occupancy  (p.  128;  but  see 
p.  131).  See,  also,  Denver  Co.  v.  Ry. 
<"o.,  30  Colo.  204,  99  Pac.  568,  60  L. 
R.  A.  383. 

»  United  States  v.  Hydro-Electric 
'"o.  (report  of  Master  in  Chancery  H. 
M.  Wright,  Oct.  17,  1910),  ruling 
that  a  power  right  of  way,  though 
';ros8ing  only  a  small  corner  of  a 
Forest  reserve,  cannot  be  acquired  ex- 


cept by  permit,  and  that  confining  the 
pole-line  to  a  State  highway  makes  no 
difference.  This  case  has  been  the 
subject  of  charges  back  and  forth 
between  the  projectors  and  the  for- 
estry, and  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  1911  passed,  at  the  request  of 
the  claimants,  a  resolution  to  investi- 
gate. See  H.  Doc.  No.  1424,  61st. 
Cong.,  2d  Session. 

26  The  following  letter  to  the  au- 
thor is  printed  here  with  permission: 

"Office  of  the  Forester. 

"Washington,  February  11,  1910. 

"Your  letter  of  January  4th  is  re- 
ceived. The  questions  you  propound 
concerning  the  effect  of  the  act  of 
1866  (U.  S.  Rev.  Stats.,  sees.  2339, 
2340)  are  recognized  here  as  pecu- 
liarly difficult  ones 

"the  act  of  1866  does  not  in  terms 
apply  to  reserves  of  any  kind.  The 
free  and  uncontrolled  location  of 
rights  of  way  for  ditches,  etc.,  is 
inconsistent  with  the  proper  control 
and  regulation  of  national  forests  by 
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In  California,  concerning  appropriation  in  national  reserves,  it 
is  provided  ^  that  the  notice  of  appropriation  shall  state  that  the 
appropriation  is  within  such  reserve,  and  the  claimant  shall  then 
make  and  diligently  prosecute  an  application  to  the  Federal 
authorities  for  a  permit,  and  shall  commence  work  within  sixty 
days  after  obtaining  it,  and  prosecute  the  work  thence  diligently 
to  completion  under  the  Federal  regulations.  In  other  words. 
California  has  left  the  entire  matter  of  acquisition  of  rights  of 
way  within  forest  reserves  (whether  the  act  of  1866  were  there  in 
force  or  not)  with  the  Forest  Service.^  Hence  cases  arising  in 
California  do  not  actually  involve  the  qoestion  how  far  the  act  of 
1866  is  in  force  within  reserves. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  440.    Upon  Unreserved  Land. — ^Acts  creating  reservations  or 

authorizing  withdrawals  of  course  would  not  be  an  implied  repeal 

of  the  act  of  1866  for  unreserved  or  unwithdrawn  land.    As  to 

such  land  there  is  nevertheless  some  contention,  under  stress  of 

the  recent   change   of  Federal   policy   from  ** development"  to 

"conservation,"  that  an  implied  repeal  exists  there  also,  owing 

to  the  right  of  way  acts  passed  since  1866.    At  present,  however, 

the  weight  of  authority  is  against  the  contention. 


the  department.  The  act  of  1891, 
which  does  apply  to  reserveB,  pro- 
vides, with  reference  to  irrigation 
rights  of  way,  that  they  shall  not 
'be  so  located  as  to  interfere  with 
the  proper  occupation  by  the  govern- 
ment of  any  such  reservation.'  The 
act  of  June  4,  1897  (30  Stat.  11), 
which  we  call  the  Forest  Administra- 
tive Act,  authorizes  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  (now  Agriculture)  to 
'make  such  rules  and  regulations  and 
establish  such  service  as  will  insure 
the  objects  of  such  reservation,  namely, 
to  regulate  their  occupancy  and  use 
and  to  preserve  the  forest  thereon 
from  destruction/  These  and  other 
statutory  provisions,  especially  as 
construed  by  Attorneys  General  Moody 
and  Bonaparte  (22  Op.  13,  26  Op. 
421),  show  a  legislative  intent  that 
the  creation  of  a  national  forest  shall 
remove  the  lands  embraced  therein 
from  the  operation  of  the  right  of  way 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1866. 

"The  Forest  Service  has  no  juris- 
diction   over    unreserved    lands,    and, 


of  course,  has  had  no  oeeaaioB  to  form 
an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  act  of 
1866  remains  in  force  thereon. 

"I  may  say  further  that  this  de 
partment  some  time  ago,  in  determin- 
ing questions  coming  before  it,  reached 
the  conclusion  that  the  act  of  18^ 
does  not  authorize  the  use  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  for  the 
conveyance  of  water  for  the  genera- 
tion of  electricity  for  commercial 
power  purposes.  We  hold  that  such  a 
purpose  was  not  then  contemplated  by 
Congress  and,  besides,  under  estab- 
lished rules  of  construction,  is  not 
within  the  terms  of  the  grant  More 
recently  the  Department  of  the  In- 
terior in  two  cases  reached  the  same 
conclusion.  [Citing  rulings  below 
quoted.] 

''Very  truly  yours, 
"Henry  S.  Gbaves,  Forester." 

1  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1422. 

2  See  Wishon  v.  Globe  etc  Ck>.,  158 
<:al.  137,  110  Pac  290. 
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The  later  Right  of  Way  Act  of  1891  was,  at  the  time  of  its 
passage,  intended  to  aid  large  enterprises  by  providing  an  alter- 
native and  securer  method  than  the  act  of  1866  afforded.  The 
act  of  1866  made  the  grant  upon  simply  taking  possession  under 
local  law.  The  later  act  gave  capital  the  additional  security  of 
a  Federal  record  and  documentary  title,  without  making  this 
obligatory  upon  appropriators ;  for  ordinary  purposes  the  act  of 
1866  was  generally  accepted  at  the  time,  and  for  large  installations 
additional  security  was  to  be  accorded.  "While  Congress  has  never 
attempted  to  grant  patents  to  water-rights,  there  is,  in  the  later 
Right  of  Way  Acts,  some  approach  to  carrying  to  patent,  as  con- 
cerns right  of  way,  the  grant  contained  in  the  act  of  1866,  but  not 
displacing  that  act  as  a  grant  in  cases  of  small  enterprises,  nor,  in 
fact,  any  enterprises  which  were  satisfied  to  rest  under  the  con- 
firmation contained  in  the  act  of  1866,  without  going  to  patent. 
This  history  is  traced  fully  in  the  historical  chapters.  The  supreme 
court  of  New  Mexico  recently  said:*  "It  has  long  been  the  policy 
of  the  government  to  encourage  irrigation  in  the  arid  and  semi- 
arid  West.  Congress  in  its  wisdom  has  enacted  such  laws  as  will 
enable  rights  of  way  to  be  acquired  for  such  irrigation  works  over 
the  public  lands,  and  thus  encourage  the  development  of  the  coun- 
■  try.  The  tendency  has  been  toward  more  liberal  laws  in  that  re- 
gard, and  it  is  a  mal;ter  of  common  knowledge  that  in  this  territory 
it  has  been  the  custom  for  years  to  enter  on  the  unsurveyed  public 
lands  of  the  United  States  and  construct  such  ditches,  canals,  pipe- 
lines, and  reservoirs  as  were  necessary  to  put  the  waters  of  the 
streams  to  a  beneficial  use  for  agricultural  and  kindred  purposes. 
....  It  would  appear  as  a  serious  step  backward  to  now  hold  that 
such  irrigation  systems  could  not  be  constructed  and  rights  of  way 
acquired  upon  unsurveyed  land  without  first  seeking  the  consent  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  thus  involving  long  and  tedious  de- 
lays, which  in  such  cases  would  be  absolutely  unavoidable  under 
the  law.*' 

Consequently  for  unreserved  land  it  is  ruled  that  failure  to 
comply  with  the  later  Right  of  Way  Apts  merely  results  in  a 
loss  of  the  additional  privileges;  the  right  of  way  or  reservoir 
site  nevertheless  vests  (subject  to  local  law)  under  the  act  of  1866, 

3  United   States  v.  Lee    (N.   M.),      1891.    See,  also,  supra,  ec.  5,  6;  es- 
110  Pae.  607,  a  case  arising  under      pecially  see.  92  et  seq. 
tbe  Bight  of  Way  Act  of  March  3, 
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whether  the  ditch  was  built  before  the  passage  of  the  later  act*  or 
after,*  or  even  if  filings  were  attempted  under  a  later  act  but  re- 
jected by  the  Land  Office.®  For  unreserved  land  the  history  and 
the  present  state  of  the  authorities  is  that  the  later  Right  of  Way 
Acts  are  only  cumulative  to  the  act  of  1866  without  displacing  it; 
that  the  right  of  way  still  vests  (when  the  local  law  has  been 
complied  with)  under  the  grant  contained  in  the  act  of  1866,  if 
the  appropriator  does  not  insist  upon  the  added  privileges  of  the 
later  acts. 

In  a  ruling  of  the  Interior  Department  rendered  some  years  ago 
it  is  held  that  the  rights  of  claimants  under  section  2339  of  the 
Revised  Statutes  are  not  dependent  upon  the  later  Right  of 
Way  Acts,  nor  upon  an  approval  of  such  maps  or  filings  as  are  re- 
quired by  the  act  of  March  3,  1891.  **The  act  of  March  3,  1891, 
in  respect  to  this,  was  primarily  to  extend  to  such  claimants  the 
right  to  place  their  claims  of  record  with  the  Land  Department 


4  Lincolii  etc.  Co.  ▼.  Big  Sandy  Co., 
32  Land  Dec.  463.  The  claim  under 
Bevised  Statutes,  2339,  was  for  a  ditch 
built  prior  to  .the  act  of  1891. 

5  In  Cottonwood  etc.  Co.  v.  Thorn 
(1909),  39  Mont.  115,  104  Pac.  281 
(S.  C,  101  Pac.  825,  indicates  that 
the  ditch  was  built  after  1891),  the 
Montana  court  said,  per  Mr.  Justice 
Smith,  that  the  act  of  1866,  "granted 
a  right  of  way  for  the  construction 
of  ditches  across  the  public  domain, 
and  that  the  respondent's  rights,  ac- 
quired by  virtue  thereof,  were  not 
forfeited  by  a  failure  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1891." 

6  Basmussen  v.  Blust  (1909),  85 
Neb.  198,  133  Am.  St.  Bep.  650,  122 
N.  W.  862. 

The  point  was  left  open  in  United 
States  V.  Bickey,  164  Fed.  496,  where 
it  was  held  that  a  reservoir  site  could 
not  be  acquired  under  the  act  of  1866 
after  the  site  is  expressly  reserved  by 
the  United  States  from  entry. 

Among  other  rulings  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Interior  it  has  been  laid  down 
that  the  act  of  1866  was  not  repealed 
bv  the  later  right  of  way  acts  (spe- 
cifically, the  act  of  1891),  Be  Cache 
Valley  Co..  16  L.and  Dec.  192,  196; 
and  that  filings  under  the  later  acts 
(specifically  the  act  of  1891)  add 
nothing  to  a  right  of  way  confirmed 
under  the  act  of   18G6    (Silver  Lake 


etc.  Co.  V.  City  of  Los  Angeles,  37 
Land  Dec.  152);  and  that  the  differ- 
ence between  the  act  of  1866  and  the 
act  of  1891  is  that  the  latter  requires 
approval  by  an  ofiicial  before  begin- 
ning work,  while  the  former  requires 
no  ofiicial's  approval,  but  merely  "s^ 
knowledges  and  coxifirms"  after  the 
work  is  actually  completed.  Be  He- 
Millan  Beservoir  Site,  37  Land  Dee.  6. 
See  generally,  Silver  Lake  etc.  Co. 
V.  City  of  Los  Angeles,  37  Land  Dee. 
152 ;  Be  McMillan  Beservoir  Site,  37 
Land  Dec  6;  Lincoln  etc.  Co.  t. 
Sandy  etc.  Co.,  32  Lan/1  Dec  463; 
Be  Santa  Fe  etc.  B.  B.  Co.,  29  Land 
Dec.  213;  Be  South  Platte  etc  Co., 
20  Land  Dec.  155;  Be  Cache  VaUe; 
Co.,  16  Land  Dec.  192;  Be  Pecos  Irr. 
etc.  Co.,  15  Land  Dec.  470,  578;  BaU- 
ridge  etc.  Co.  v.  Leon  etc.  Co.,  20  Colo. 
App.  518,  80  Pac.  477;  Whitmore  v. 
Pleasant  Valley  Co.,  27  Utah,  284. 75 
Pac.  748;  Nippel  v.  Forker.  9  Colo. 
App.  106,  47  Pac.  766 ;  S.  C.,'  26  Colo. 
74,  56  Pac.  577;  United  States  v.  Con- 
rad Inv.  Co.,  156  Fed.  123;  United 
States  V.  Bickey,  164  Fed.  496;  Cot- 
tonwood D.  Co.  V.  Thorn,  39  Mont 
115,  101  Pac.  825;  Same  v.  Same.  W 
Pac.  281 ;  Basmussen  v.  Blust.  85  Neb. 
198,  133  Am.  St.  Bep.  650.  122  .n.  W. 
862;  United  States  t.  Lee  (N.  M.), 
110  Pac.  607. 


{441     Ch.l9.    HOW  APPBOPBIATEI>— FEDERAL  SYSTEM.    (Sded.)  477 

for  their  better  protection.  It  may  be,  too,  that  it  enlarged  the 
privileges  conferred  by  section  2339  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  in  that 
it  gave  the  right  to  the  use  of  fifty  feet  of  land  on  each  side  of  the 
marginal  limits  of  canals,  ditches  and  reservoirs — a  privilege  not  . 
carried  by  said  section — but  however  this  may  be,  it  surely  did  not 
operate  to  make  the  continued  enjoyment  of  rights  conferred  by 
said  section  dependent  upon  the  filing  of  the  maps  provided  for  in 
theact."*^ 


1 


^3d  ed.) 

441.  Secent  Tendency  Away  from  the  Act  of  1866. — ^But 
the  policy  of  development  under  local  law  enacted  by  the  act  of 
1866  is  inconsistent  with  the  policy  of  Federal  conservation  as 
instituted  by  Mr.  Pinchot  and  the  Forest  Service.  Consequently 
the  contention  first  mentioned  (that  the  act  of  1866  is  not  in  force 
for  unreserved  land  any  more  than  for  reserved  land)  is  gathering 
force  in  the  Land  Office.'^  Recently  the  Interior  Department  has 
ruled  that  the  act  of  1866  never  applied  initially  (neither  upon 
reserved  nor  unreserved  land)  to  rights  of  way  for  power  pur- 
poses.^   Heretofore  the  rulings  of  half  a  century  under  the  act 


fc  Lincoln  Co.  v.  Big  Sandy  Co., 
mpro. 

7  The  writer  received  the  following 
letter  from  the  General  Land  Office  a 
few  years  ago: 

''General  Land  Office, 
'Washington,  D.  C,  March  26,  1908. 

"In  reply  to  joui  letter  of  March 
12,  1908,  you  are  advised  that  the 
question  as  to  whether  rights  of  way 
may  be  obtained  under  Sections  2339 
and  2340  of  the  Bevised  Statutes  since 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  March  3, 
1891  (26  Stat.  1095),  apparently  has 
not  been  decided  specifically  by  the 
Department,  bat  it  may  be  in  a  short 
time. 

"It  is  better  for  the  applicant  in 
every  ease  who  contemplates  construct- 
ing works  for  irrigation,  etc.,  in- 
volving a  large  expenditure  of  money 
to  have  some  record  evidence  of  his 
right  of  way,  such  as  is  the  case  when 
applications  are  filed  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  right  ot  way.  acts. 
No  more  definite  information  as  to 
whether  parties  must  file  under  the 
aet  of   1891   or   whether   they   may 


construct  and  obtain  rights  under  said 
sections  can  be  given  at  this  time. 
For  regulations  under  the  act  of 
March  3,  1891,  see  Vol.  34  of  the 
Land  Decisions,  page  212. 

"Very  respectfully, 

"8.  V.  PBOUDFIT, 
"Assistant  Commissioner." 

8  In  Kem  Biver  Co.,  38  Land  Dec. 
302,  the  Land  Office  ruled:  "It  is  too 
obvious  for  argument  that  in  1866, 
the  date  of  the  original  act  consti- 
tuting this  law.  Congress  did  not  con- 
template power  companies  because 
they  were  not  in  existence  at  that 
time."  In  Sierra  Buttes  Co.,  Nov.  19, 
1909  (not  officially  reported),  the  act 
of  1866  is  said  to  be  restricted  mainly 
to  mining  uses,  relying  upon  a  passage 
in  Jennison  v.  Kirk,  98  IT.  S.  453, 
25  L.  Ed.  240,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  504, 
where  the  court  had  merely  held  that 
the  act  of  1866  conferred  no  rights 
to  enter  private  or  occupied  land.  See, 
also,  Montana  Water  Electric  Power 
&  Mining  Co.,  decided  by  the  Interior 
Department  November  12,  1909  (not 
reported). 


476  (3ded.)     PtlH.    THE  LAW  OF  PBIOS  APPBOPSIATION.       1442 

of  1866  have  been  that  it  applied  to  any  beneficial  pHrpose,*  for 
the  sake  of  developing  the  resources  of  the  country* 

(3d  ©d.) 

§  442.    Conclusion. — ^Tfae  Federal  system  here  considered  is 

just  developing.    Though  nominally  based  only  upon  reservoir  sit€S 

and  rights  of  way,  yet  as  waters  can  seldom  be  used  without  ditches 

or  other  conduits  (that  is,  a  right  of  access  ^®),  it  has  many;  features 

of  a  body  of  water  law  also.    In  any  event,  it  leaves  room  for 

much  conflict  between  the  Forest  Service  and  the  State  Engineer 

and  the  general  State  water  administrations,   upon  matters  so 

intimately  connected  as  rights  of  way  and  water-rights.    In  this 

matter,  as  throughout  the  policy  of  conservation,  the  conflict  b^ 

tween  State  and  Federal  jurisdiction,  elsewhere  considered/^  is 

becoming  marked;  and  the  law  is  in  an  uncertain  and  formative 

stage. 

The  foregoing,  regarding  acquisition  of  rights,  is  a  different 

question  from  the  regulation  of  service  rendered  to  the  public" 

d  Supra,  see.  378,  beneficial  purpose.  ii  Supra,  c.  8. 

10  Supra,  see.  54.  ^  If^fTo,  see.  1260  et  seq. 

§§  443-451.    (Blank  numbers.) 
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CHAPTER  20. 

MEANS    OP     USE— RESERVOIRS,     DITCHES,     PLUMES, 
PIPES  AND  OTHER  STRUCTURES. 

A.  ARTIFICIAL  WATEE  CONDUITS,  ETC. 

i  452.  General. 

§  453.  Use  without  diversion. 

S  454.  Use  in  artificial  water  structures — ^Ditches,  flumeSi  pipes  in  generaL 

§  455.  The  ditch,  etc.,  is  an  easement. 

§  456.  Ditch  and  water-right  distinguished. 

i  457.  Water  in  artificial  waterworks  or  structures. 

B.  USE  OF  ABTIFICIAL  CONDUITS,  ETa 

§  458.  Contracts  concerning  ditches. 

I  459.  Joint  use  of  ditch. 

9  460.  Bepair  of  ditches. 

§  461.  Damage  from  breaking  ditches,  ete. 

S  462.  Same— Floods. 

S  463.  Same. 

§1  464-472.     (Blank  numbers.) 

A.    ARTIFICIAL  WATER    CONDUITS,  ETa 
(3d  ed.) 

§  462.  General. — We  now  leave  the  questions  arising  out  of 
the  obtaining  of  water-rights,  and  take  it  as  granted  that  a  valid 
water-right  has  been  obtained  by  appropriation,  as  previously 
set  forth.  The  inquiry  now  is  as  to  the  limits  within  which  the 
water  can  be  then  used.  The  limitations  to  be  considered  are 
(1)  those  concerning  the  means  of  enjoyment;  (2)  concerning 
the  amount  of  water;  (3)  concerning  changes  in  the  mode  of 
enjoyment.    These  are  considered  in  successive  chapters. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  453.  Use  Without  Diversion. — Where  use  is  by  water-wheels, 
if  the  power-house  is  in  the  stream-bed  it  was  held  to  be  an 
appropriation  in  one  case;^  while  in  another.^  putting  current- 
wheels  in  a  stream  was  in  effect  held  not  to  be  a  proper  method 

1  Idaho  etc.  Co.  y.  Stephenson,  16  207.     See  Colo.  Bev.  Stata.    1908,  sec. 

Idaho,  418,  101  Pac.  821.  3180;    Gen.    Stats.,   see.    1727;    Gen, 

>  Schodde  v.   Twin    Falls   etc.   Co.  Lawa,  sec  1377. 
(Idaho),  161  Fed.  43,  88  C.  C.  A. 
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of  appropriation.  The  real  meaning  of  this  latter  decision,  hoTr- 
cver,  we  have  already  considered .•  A  few  other  cases  have  held 
use  without  diversion  to  constitute  appropriation.^ 

A  dam  is  not  improper  per  se,  but  becomes  such  when  it  is 
the  means  of  taking  an  excess  of  water  over  the  quantity  to 
which  the  dam  owner  is  entitled.' 

(3d  ed.) 

§  454.  Use  in  Artificial  Water  Structures— Ditchei,  Flumes. 
Pipes,  in  (Seneral. — Conveyance  in  ditches,  flumes,  pipes,  etc.,  is 
the  means  usually  adopted  in  putting  the  water  to  use.  In 
mining,  where  the  doctrine  of  appropriation  arose,  and  also  in 
irrigation,  the  water  is  ditched,  flumed,  or  piped  long  distances, 
sometimes  fifty  or  more  miles.  A  ditch  is  an  artificial  water- 
course.®   It  is  real  estate.'^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  465.  The  Ditch^  etc.,  is  an  Easement. — ^That  a  ditch  is  an 
easement  has  been  frequently  declared.®  The  essence  of  the  right 
to  a  ditch  is  the  right  of  way  to  conduct  water  over  another *s 
land,  and  confers  no  ownership  of  the  land  itself,  and  the  ditch 


8  Supra,  sec.  313. 

4  Suprc^  sec.  366,  settling  on  banks 
of  stream. 

5  Arrojo  D.  etc.  Co.  v.  Baldwin 
(1909),   155  Cal.  280,  100  Pac.  874. 

Regarding  use  in  storage  reseryoirs, 
see  Index. 

6  Lower  Kings  Biyer  etc.  Ditch  Go. 
V.  Kings  etc.  Co.,  60  Cal.  408.  So 
Is  a  pipe.  Standart  v.  Round  YaU^ 
W.  Co.,  77  Cal.  399,  19  Pac.  689. 

7  Clark  V.  Willett,  35  Cal.  534,  at 
549,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  628;  Bashore 
V.  Mooney,  4  Cal.  App.  276,  87  Pac. 
556.  Water  conduits  are  real  estate. 
Cal.  etc.  Co.  v.  County  of  Los  Angeles 
(1909),  10  Cal.  App.  185,  101  Pac. 
647.  An  easement  is  real  estate. 
Corea  v.  Higuera,  153  Cal.  451,  95 
Pac.  884,  17  L.  R.  A.,  N.  8.,  1018. 
A  ditch,  by  means  of  which  the 
waters  of  a  natural  stream  are  di- 
verted, is  not  itself  governed  by  the 
law  of  natural  watercourses.  Simmons 
V.  Winters,  21  Or.  35,  28  Am.  St.  Rep. 
727,  27  Pac.  7.  See  definitions  of  a 
"ditch"  in  Nev.  SUU.  1909,  pp.  91, 
247. 


8  Among  other  cases:  Gregory  t. 
Nelson,  41  Cal.  278,  12  Morr.  Min. 
Bep.  124;  Campbell  y.  West,  44  Cal 
646,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  2lS;  Qoislan 
V.  Noble,  75  Cal.  250,  17  Pac  69; 
Allen  V.  San  Jose  etc.  Co.,  92  Gal. 
138,  28  Pac.  215,  15  L.  B.  A.  93; 
Bean  y.  Stoneman,  104  CaL  49,  37 
Pac.  777,  38  Pac.  39;  Burris  ▼.  Peo- 
ple's Ditch  Co.,  104  Cal.  248,  37  Pat 
922;  Mesnager  y.  Englehardt,  108  Cal. 
68,  41  Pac.  20;  Joseph  v.  Ager,.105 
Cal.  517,  41  Pac.  422;  Dixon  ▼.  Scher 
meier,  110  Cal.  583,  42  Pac  1091; 
Jacob  V.  Day,  111  CaL  571,  44  ftc 
243;  North  Fork  etc.  Co.  v.  Edwards, 
121  Cal.  662,  54  Pac.  69;  Los  An- 
geles y.  Pomeroy,  125  Cal.  420,  oS 
Pac.  69;  Mayberry  v.  Alhambia  etc. 
Co.,  125  Cal.  444,  54  Pac  530.  58 
Pac  68;  Oliver  v.  Agasse,  132  Cal 
297,  64  Pac  401;  Anaheim  W.  Co. 
V.  Ashcroft  (1908),  153  Cal.  152,  W 
Pac.  613;  Blake  v.  Boye,  38  Colo. 
55,  88  Pac  470,  8  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.. 
418;  Smith  v.  Colorado  etc  Co.,  34 
Colo.  494,  82  Pac  940,  8  L.  a  A., 
N.  S.,  1148. 
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18  not  land.*  In  view  of  this  case  holding  that  a  ditch  is  not 
land,  it  would  seem  that  ejectment  would  not  lie  for  a  ditch. 
There  is,  however,  an  early  case  holding  that  ejectment  would 
lie  for  a  ditch,  and  it  has  been  frequently  cited  and  relied  on.^^ 

The  ownership  of  a  ditch  includes  no  ownership  of  the  soil," 
nor  .any  fee  in  the  land.^^  Nor,  consequently,  does  it  include 
the  right  to  build  a  house  alongside  the  ditch;*'  but  ownership 
of  a  ditch  merely  consists  in  right  of  way.**  "In  plaintiflE's 
plea  of  former  judgment  the  allegation  is  that  it  had  been 
adjudicated  that  she  was  the  owner  of  a  'ditch  and  waterway' 
across  the  lands  of  defendant  for  the  purpose  of  conveying 
waters.  In  the  foregoing  discussion  we  have  treated  this  allega- 
tion as  meaning  no  more  than  that  she  owned  an  easement  or 
right  to  carry  waters  over  his  lands  through  a  ditch  or  water- 
way, and  such,  we  think,  is  the  proper  construction  of  the 
language  quoted. "  ** 

Changes  that  are  burdensome  to  the  servient  tenement  cannot 
be  made,  following  the  usual  law  of  easements.*®  The  rights  and 
duties  of  repair  follow  the  law  of  easements.*^  The  right  to 
maintain  a  ditch  arises  like  any  easement,  and  if  on  public  land, 
it  arises  by  government  grant  under  the  act 'of  1866,  on  the 
same  principle  that  the  water-right  itself  is  a  grant;  and  the 


•  lit.  Garmel  Fruit  Co.  v.  Webster, 
140  Cal.  183,  73  Pae.  826;  the  facta 
of  this  ease  are  stated  infra,  see.  537. 

10  Reed  v.  Spicer,  27  Cal.  57,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Bep.  330.  Relied  on  in  In- 
tegral Co.  V.  Altoona  Co.,  75  Fed.  383, 
21  C.  C.  A.  409;  Ada  Co.  v.  Farmers* 
Co.,  5  Idaho,  799,  51  Pac.  990,  40 
h,  B.  A.  485;  Pomeroy  on  Riparian 
Rights,  sec.  57 ;  Kinnej  on  Irrigation, 
Mc.  224.  In  Dondero  v.  0*Hara,  3 
CaL  4pp.  633,  86  Pae.  985,  ejectment 
for  a  ditch  was  allowed.  The  point 
was  not  raised.*  But  compare  Swift 
f.  Goodrich,  70  Cal.  103,  11  Pac.  56L 

11  Lyman  v.  Arnold,  5  Mason,  195, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  8626. 

12  Whitmore  v.  Pleasant  Valley  Co., 
27  Utah,  284,  75  Pac.  748;  Nichols 
▼.  New  England  etc.  Co.,  100  Mich. 
230,  59  N.  W.  155 ;  Hayward  v.  Mason 
(1909),  54  Wash.  649,  104  Pac.  139; 
Hayward  v.  Mason  (Wash.  1909),  104 
Pac.  141. 

w  Whitmore  v.  Pleasant  Valley  Co., 
27  Uteh,  284,  75  Pac.  748. 
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14  Ihid.,  and  Bashore  v.  Mooney,  4 
Cal.  App.  276,  87  Pac.  556. 

15  Sloss,  J.,  in  Hoyt  v.  Hart,  149 
Cal.  722,  87  Pac.  569.  The  civil  law 
classed  the  right  to  conduct  water 
over  another's  land  as  the  same  as  a 
right  of  way.  Institutes  of  Justinian, 
lib.  III.  "Busticorum  praediorum  iura 
sunt    haee;     iter,    actus    via,    aquae 

ductus Aquae    ductus    est    ius 

aquae  decendae  per  fundum  alienum. 
....  Item  praediorum  urbanorum 
servitutes  sunt  hae:  .  .  .  .  ut  stilli- 
cidium  vel  flumen  recipiat  quis  in 
aedes  suos,  vel  in  aream,  vel  non  re- 
cipiat." 

le  Infra,  sec.  501  et  seq. 
.  So  long  as  a  tract  remains  in  one 
ownership,  there  can  be  no  dominant 
and  servient  tenements  as  between  dif- 
ferent portions  of  the  tract,  and  the 
owner  may  rearrange  the  quality  of 
any  possible  servitude.  Oliver  v.  Bur- 
nett, 10  Cal.  App.  403,  102  Pac  223. 

17  Infra,  sec.  460  et  seq. 
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burden  of  the  ditch  attaches  to  the  land  if  the  land  later  passes 
into  private  title.^^  But  a  new  ditch  cannot  be  built  over  pri- 
vate land,  nor  an  old  one  changed,  without  the  consent  of  the 
land  owner,  unless  by  prescription  or  condemnation  under  the 
power  of  eminent  domain.^'  Excepting  government  ditches,  a 
right  of  way  for  which  has  been  reserved  from  all  parents 
granted  since  1890.«> 

Formerly  Colorado  decisions  allowed  the  building  of  private 
irrigation  ditches  over  another's  land  without  his  consent;  but 
now  in  Colorado  as  elsewhere  this  is  not  permitted.  After  title 
to  land  has  passed  from  the  government,  the  land  can  be  bur- 
dened with  a  right  of  way  for  water  only  by  consent  of  the 
owner,  or  by  condemnation  proceedings.  The  Colorado  rule  in 
this  respect  has  already  been  discussed  at  length.^^  The  early 
Colorado  partiality  to  irrigation  ditches  is  similar  to  that  urged 
in  California  in  the  early  days  for  mining  ditches,  which  finally 
the  court  rejected  in  California  also.^ 

The  building  of  a  ditch  over  private  land  by  condemning  an 
easement  of  right  of  way  is  discussed  under  the  topic  of  eminent 
domain.^  It  has  been  held  that  a  water-right  must  be  obtained 
before  a  right  of  way  for  a  ditch  can  be  obtained.^ 

Some  cases  speak  of  ''servitude  upon  a  ditch"  or  '' easement 
in  a  ditch"  to  express  the  right  of  consumers  from  irrigation 

» 

companies,  though  a  servitude  upon  a  servitude  or  an  easement 
in  an  easement  seems  an  anomalous  form  of  expression.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  456.  Ditch  and  Water-right  Distingoiahed.— The  water- 
right  itself,  as  a  flow  and  use,  is  not  an  easement.  It  is  a  thing 
in  itself,  not  a  servitude  upon  some  other  thing ;  whereas  the  right 

18  IJ.    S.    Bev.    Stats.,    sees.    2339,  21  Supra,  see.  223  et  seq. 

2340;  Gregory  v.  Nelson,  41  Cal.  278,  23  Supra,  sec.  85.    * 

12    Morr.    Min.    Rep.    124;    Smith   v.  ^  j   .               g^. 

Hawkins,  110  Cal.  122,  42  Pac.  453;  ^  infra,  sec.  604 

Jacob  V.  Day,  111  Cal.  571,  44  Pac.  2*  Nippel  v.   Forker,   26   Colo.  74, 

243;   Le  Quim  v.   Chambers   (1908),  56  Pac.  577;  Castle  Rock  Co.  v.  Ju- 

15  Idaho,  405,  21  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  76,  "sch,   67    Neb.   377,   93   N.   W.  690. 

98  Pac.  415  (a  pipe-line).    Supra,  sec.  Contra,  however,  State  ex  rel.  Kettle 

257  Falls  etc.   Co.  v.  Superior  Court,  46 

i»  Supra,  sec.  221  et  seq.  Wash.  500,  90  Pac.  653.     See  infra, 

20  Green  v.  Wilhite,  14  Idaho,  238,  sec.    615.     See    O'Reilley    v.    Noxon 

93  Pac.  971;  Same  v.  Same,  156  Fed.  (Colo.),  113  Pac.  486. 

755.  25  See  infra,  sees.  1324,  1338. 
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to  a  ditch  or  other  artificial  watercourse  is  an  easement.^  ''The 
right  to  the  use  of  water  in  a  natural  stream  is  in  no  sense  an 
easement,  but  its  use  by  diversion,  in  an  artificial  watercourse, 
is  strictly  an  easement."'  Consequently,  a  gl*ant  of  a  right  of 
way  for  a  ditch  does  not  necessarily  include  a  conveyance  of  a 
right  to  take  water  from  the  stream  from  which  the  ditch  is 
built.'  An  injury  to  a  water-right  cannot  be  proved  under  a 
count  for  an  injury  to  a  ditch,  or  vice  versa.^  A  canal  may  well 
be  granted,  reserving  the  water-right.**  They  may  be  condemned 
separately  on  eminent  domain  proceedings.®  An  abandonment 
of  a  ditch  does  not  necessarily  include  an  abandonment  of  the 
owner's  water-right.''  A  decree  as  to  the  one  does  not  neces- 
sarily govern  as  to  the  other.^  Revocation  of  a  license  to  build 
a  ditch  does  not  necessarily  affect  the  right  to  the  water  car- 
ried by  the  ditch.* 

"Ownership  of  a  ditch  and  the  wat'er-right  for  waters  to  flow 
through  the  ditch  may,  and  often  do,  exist  in  different  parties. 
The  existence  of  the  one  right  does  not  necessarily  imply  the 
existence  of  the  other  right  in  the  same  party.'' ^^  It  is  said  in 
another  case:  ''But  the  water-right,  when  acquired,  although 
intimately  related  to  and  connected  with  the  site  for  a  dam 
and  canal,  and  dam  and  canal  commenced,  etc.,  is  a  different 
thing,  even  though  each  may  be  necessary  to  make  the  other 
available  or  useful.  They  are  capable  of  several  and  distinct 
injuries,  giving  rise  to  separate  and  distinct  causes  of  action, 
for  which  there  are  separate  and  distinct  remedies.  The  dam 
and  canal  may  be  trespassed  upon,  broken  down,  destroyed  or 


1  See  Zimmler  ▼.  San  Luis  Co.,  57 
(^al  221 ;  McLear  y.  Hapgood,  85  Cal. 
•155,  24  Pac.  788;  Natoma  etc.  Co. 
V.  Hancock,  101  Cal.  42,  31  Pac.  112, 
35  Pac.  334  (gemble  contra);  Dixon 
V.  Schenneier,  110  Cal.  582,  42  Pac. 
1091;  Jacob  v.  Day,  111  Cal..  571, 
41  Pac.  243;.  Mayberry  v.  Alhambra 
etc.  Co.,  125  Cal.  444,  54  Pac.  530, 
58  Pac.  68. 

2  Yale  on  Mining  Claims  and 
Water  Bights,  p.  204. 

s  Zimmler  y.  San  Luis  Co.,  57  Cal. 
221. 

*  Nevada  etc.  Co.  ▼.  Kidd,  37  Cal. 
282. 

s  Bogers  y.  Riverside  etc.  Co.,  132 
Cai  9,  64  Pac.  95;   Wold  v.   May, 


10  Wash.  157,  38  Pac.  875;  Ada  etc. 
Co.  V.  Farmers'  etc.  Co.,  5  Idaho,  793, 
51  Pac.  990,  40  L.  R.  A.  485. 

«  Schneider  v.  Schneider,  36  Colo. 
518,  86  Pac.  348. 

7  Nichols  V.  Mcintosh,  19  Colo.  22, 
34  Pac.  278. 

8  Parke  v.  Boulware,  7  Idaho,  490, 
63  Pac.  1045. 

9  Ison  v.  Sturgill   (Or.  1909),  109 
Pac.  579. 

10  Swank  v.  Sweetwater  etc.  Co.,  15 
Idaho,  353,  98  Pac.  297,  citing  Ada 
County  Farmers*  Irr.  Co.  v.  Farmers* 
Canal  Co.,  5  Idaho,  793,  51  Pac.  990, 
40  L.  R.  A.  485;  Stocker  v.  Kirtley,.  ' 
6  Idaho,  795,  59  Pac.  891;  Parke  v. 
Boulware,  7  Idaho,  490,  63  Pac.  1045. 
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taken  into  possession  under  a  claim  of  right,  without  taking 
away  the  water,  or  preventing  its  use  in  any  other  mode  or 
place,  or  without  questioning  plaintiff's  right  to  it,  and  plaintiff 
may  have  its  action  for  the  trespass,  or  to  recover  the  possession 
of  the  land  constituting  the  dam  and  canal,  or  their  site;  and 
the  water  may  also  be  diverted  and  taken  away  without  in  any 
way  disturbing  or  interfering  with  the  dam  and  canal.  "^^ 

The  water-right,  however,  though  entirely  a  distinct  thing  from 
the  ditch,  may  be  an  appurtenance  to  a  given  ditch  or  the  ditch 
to  the  water-right,  if  used  specifically  in  connection  therewith. 
In  such  a  case,  the  water-right  may  pass  as  an  appurtenance  in 
the  conveyance  of  the  ditch.^^  i^  q^^  g^se  ^  the  ditch  was  built 
in  two  parts,  which  were  separately  sold  on  foreclosure  of  a 
mechanic's  lien.  It  was  held  that  the  water-right  passed  as 
an  appurtenance  to  the  upper  part,  and  the  owner  of  the  lower 
part  has  no  water-right."  Where,  however,  the  ditch  is  not 
made  up  of  distinct  parts  the  water-right  is  appurtenant  to 
every. part  of  the  ditch,  however  long.^*  In  this  case  the  rule 
is  applied  to  allow  suit  in  one  county  or  State  through  which 
the  ditch  runs,  for  diversion  of  the  water  in  another  county  or 
State,  in  which  the  water  entered  the  ditch.  There  would  seem 
to  be  a  conflict  between  this  rule  that  a  water-right  is  appur- 
tenant to  the  ditch,  and  the  tule  ^*  that  an  injury  to  the  water- 
right  (diversion)  cannot  be  proved  under  a  count  for  injury  to 
the  ditch. 

In  one  case  ^^  the  court  says  the  water-right  is  the  principal, 
and  if  either  is  appurtenant  to  the  other,  the  ditch  is  appurtenant 
to  the  water-right. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  457.    Water  in  Artificial'  Waterworks  or  Structures.— This  is 

a  matter  fully  considered  elsewhere.^® 


n  Nevada  C.  &  S.  C.  Go.  v.  Kidd, 
37  Cal.  282,  309. 

12  Lower  etc.  Co.  v.  Kings  etc.  Co.J 
60  ii&l.  408;  Williams  v.  Harter,  121 
Cal.  47,  53  Pac.  405.  See  infra,  sec. 
550  et  seq. 

18  Reynolds  v.  Hosmer,  51  Cal.  205, 
5  Morr.  Min.  Rop.  6. 

U  Accord,  6  Wall.  561.  Also  Jarvis 
V.  State  Bank,  22  C'olo.  309,  55  Am. 
St.  Rep.  129,  45  Pac.  505,.  of  a  ditch 
made  up  of  distinct  parts. 


15  Lower  Kings  Bivor  etc  Co.  ▼. 
Kings  etc.  Co.,  60  Cal.  408;  Willey  v. 
Decker,  11  Wyo.  496,  100  Am.  St 
Rep.  939,  73  Pac.  210. 

16  Nevada  etc.  Co.  v.  Kidd,  wp*^ 
n  Jacobs  v.  Lorenz,  98  Cal.  332,  33 

Pac.  119.     See,  also,  Cascade  etc  Co. 
V.  Railsback  (Wash.),  109  Pac.  1062. 
See,  also,  Nippel  v.  Forker,  26  Colo. 
74,  56  Pac.  577. 
,   18  Svpra,  sec.  30  et  seq. 


S45S 


ClL  20.    MEAN6  OF  USE. 


(3ded.)  485 


B.    USB  OF  ABTIFICIAL  WATEB  CONDUITS,  ETC. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  468.  Contracts  Oonceming  Ditches. — There  is  no  limitation 
upon  the  right  to  deal  with  or  dispose  of  this  kind  of  property, 
and  the  usual  law  of  contracts-  applies.^®*  A  covenant  to  allow  a 
neighbor  to  take  the  water  from  a  stream  and  build  two  ditches 
across  one's  land  runs  with  the  land.^^  A  license  for  a  pipe-line 
does  not  cover  a  defective  pipe-line.^  A  sale  of  a  ditch  may 
carry  with  it  a  water-right  as  an  appurtenance;^^  but  a  grant 
may  be  made  of  a  canal  reserving  the  water-right;^  and  a 
water-right  will  not  always  pass  as  an  appurtenance  with  the 
grant  of  a  ditch-right  if  such  was  not  the  intent.^  They  may 
be  sold  separately.^  Ditches  and  water-rights  are  subject  to 
mechanics'  liens,**  or  execution/  or  mortgage.^  In  equity,  parol 
licenses  and  contracts  are  sometimes  given  an  effect  which  they 
would  not  have  at  law,  as  to  which  more  hereafter ;  but  in  gen- 
eral, conveyances  of  ditches  or  agreements  regarding  them  are. 
within  the  statute  of  frauds.^  Recording  of  a  grant  to  build 
a  ditch  is  not  necessary  inter  partes  or  purchasers  with  notice.^ 

A  grant  of  right  of  way  for  a  pipe-line  without  specifying 
dimensions  means  a  reasonable  width,*  and  becomes  fixed  when 
a  definite  one  is  thereunder  located  and  used.^  An  express 
grant  of  a  right  of  way  to  lay  pipes  without  specifying  number 
and  size  becomes  fixed  by  laying  a  ten-inch  pipe  with  the 
acquiescence  of  both  parties,  and  more  or  larger  pipes  cannot 
be  laid  thereafter  in  the  absence  of  special  matter  in  the  instru- 


18«  Infra,  sec.  536  et  eeq. 
l»  Weill  ▼.  Baldwin,  64  Cal.   476, 
2  Pac.  249. 

20  Graham  y.  Redlands  etc.  Co.,  3 
Cal.  App.  732,  86  Pac.  989. 

21  Infra,  sees.  508,  550. 

22  Rogers  v.  Riverside  etc.  Co.,  132 
Cal.  9,  64  Pac.  95. 

23  Zimmler  v.  San  Luis  etc.  Co.,  57 
Cal.  221.    See  infra,  sec.  550  et  seq. 

24  MUler  V.  Vaughan,  8  Or.  333, 
and  Mipra,  sec.  456. 

25  Reynolds  v.  Hosmer,  51  Cal.  205, 
5  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  6;  Bear  Lake  etc. 
Co.  T.  Garland,  164  U.  S.  1,  17  Sup. 
a  Rep.  7,  41  L.  Ed.  327;  Creer  v. 
Cache  YaUey  Co.,  4  Idaho,  280,  95 
Am.  St  Rep.  63,  38  Pac.  653 ;  Jarvis 
V.  State  Bank,  22  Colo.  309,  55  Am. 
St  Rep.  129,  45  Pac.  505. 


1  Gleason  v.  Hill,  65  Cal.  17,  2 
Pac.  413. 

2  Mitchell  V.  Canal  Co.,  75  Cal.  464, 
17  Pac.  246. 

3  Prentice  v.  McKay,  38  Mont.  114, 
98  Pac.  1081;  Oliver  v.  Burnett,  10 
Cal.  App.  403,  102  Pac.  223.  See 
infra,  sec.  555  et  seq. 

4  Little  V.  Gibb,  57  Wash.  92,  106 
Pac.  491.     See  infra,  sec.  542. 

,5  Everett  etc.  Co.  v.  Powers,  37 
Wash.  143,  79  Pac.  617;  Ballard  v. 
Titus  (1910),  157  Cal.  673,  110  Pac. 
118. 

«  Winslow  V.  Vallejo,  148  Cal.  725, 
113  Am.  St.  Rep.  349,  84  Pac.  191, 
5  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  851,  7  Ann.  Cas. 
851 ;  Krrn  etc.  Co.  v.  Bakersfield,  151 
Cal.  403,  90  Pac.  1052. 
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ment  of  grant  providing  for  such  changed  Under  a  license  to 
enter  on  plaintiff's  land  to  construct  a  pipe-line  of  a  specified 
capacity  of  good  substantial  material  and  workmanship  for  the 
conveyance  of  water  to  the  licensees'  premises,  the  latter  were 
not  entitled  to  enter  on  the  land  to  coustruct  a  pipe-line  which 
was  substantially  defective  in  character  and  likely  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  unnecessary  damage  to  plaintiff.*  Where  one  has  a 
grant  of  right  in  general  terms  to  build  a  ditch  over  another's  laod, 
he  must  build  it  subject  to  the  restriction  to  create  the  least 
practical  interference  with  the  servient  freehold.*  It  has  been  held 
that  a  grant  of  a  right  of  way  for  a  pipe-line  includes  by  implica- 
tion a  right  to  build  a  telephone  line  along  it  to  be  used  in  maintain- 
ing the  canal.** 

A  reservation  of  a  ''right  of  way"  does  not  include  the  right 
to  dig  trenches  and  lay  trenches  for  the  conduct  of  water." 
In  one  case  an  association  reserved  to  itself,  its  members  and 
alienees  ''a  reasonable  right  of  way  in  and  across"  the  lands 
which  it  granted.  It  was  held  that  "the  phrase  'right  of  way' 
as  thus  used  has  a  well-defined  meaning.  It  contemplates  a 
right  of  ingress  and  egress  to  and  from  the  grantee's  lands.  It 
does  not  contemplate  the  right  to  dig  trenches  and  lay  pipe- 
lines for  the  conduct  of  water."" 

The  right  to  erect  a  dam  and  lay  a  four  and  one-half  inch  pipe 
therefrom  does  not  convey  a  right  to  change  such  dam,  at  will. 
nor  to  lay  an  eight-inch  pipe  across  any  portion  of  the  land 
which  might  be  desired.  Having  made  its  first  location  under 
its  grant,  a  water  company  was  bound  thereby,  and  had  no  right 
to  go  where  it  would,  and  lay  any  pipe  it  saw  fit  across  anj 
desired  part  of  the  land.^^ 

Water  in  «  pipe  is  a  commodity,  and  if  conveyed  in  a  pipe, 
the  pipe  may  belong  to  one  person  and  the  water  to  another." 

T  Winslow  V.  City  of  Vallejo,  148  10  San  Rafael  Co.  v.  Ralph  Rogen 

CaI.   723,   113   Am.  St.  Rep.   349,   84      Co.,  154  Cal.  76,  96  Pac.  1092. 
Pac.   191,  5  L.  R.   A.,  N.  S.,  851,   7  ^  g^^^  jj^^^^^j  -^   ^^   ^  ^^^^  ^^. 

Ann.  Gas.  Sol  (Sloss   J.).  en  Co.   (1908),  154  Cal.  76,  96  ?^ 

8  Graham     v.     Redlands     Heights  ,«qo        >>         /»                       » 

Water  Co.  et  al.,  3  Cal.  App.  732,  86  ''''''''' 

Pac.  989.  12  Rhoades  v.   Barnes     (1909),  54 

«  Tarpey  v.  Lynch  (1909),  155  Cal.  Wash.  145,  102  Pac.  884. 

^^ll  }?'}  ^^i'  ^iS*  ^,     ^  TLT  *  13  New  Jersey  Co.  v.  Town  of  Har- 

r^^P'^L  l^    ^n?^""^    ""•    ^^*^^'       rison,  72  N.  J.  L  194,  62  AtL  767. 
(Or.),  114  Pac.  106.  '  * 
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Further  reference  is  made  to  the  general  chapter  hereafter  de* 
voted  to  contracts^  conveyances  and  appurtenances. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  469.    Joint  Use  of  Ditch. — Ownership  of  an  easement  over 

another's  land  is  not  necessarily  inconsistent  with  a  like  use  by 
the  landowner,  of  the  servient  tenement,  so  long  as  such  use  is 
subordinate  to  the  easement,  and  does  not  restrict  or  limit  its 
exercise.^*  In  the  case  just  cited  Mr.  Justice  Sloss  said:  ** There 
is  no  inconsistency  between  the  portion  of  the  decree  declaring 
that  plaintiff  has  an  easement  in  these  ditches,  and  that  portion 
which  grants  to  defendant  the  right  to  use  the  ditches  jointly 
with  plaintiff  for  thfe  purpose  of  carrying  his  waters.  The  ease- 
ment is  a  right  to  use  the  lands  of  the  defendant  for  conduct- 
ing her  waters  to  her  lands.  It  can  coexist  with  a  right  in  the 
defendant  or  anyone  else  to  use  the  same  waterways,  so  long 
as  such  use  does  not  restrict  or  interfere  with  the  right  owned 
by  the  plaintiff.  It  would  not  be  claimed  that  merely  because 
A  has  a  right  of  way  over  B's  land,  B  cannot,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, use  the  portion  of  his  land  affected  by  the  easement 
in  a  manner  which  does  not  infringe  upon  the  exercise  of  such 
easement.  It  is  well  settled,  as  a  general  proposition,  that  the 
owner  of  the  servient  estate  may  use  his  property  in  any  man- 
ner and  for  any  purpose  consistent  with  the  enjoyment  of  the 
easement.'*"  The  same  is  true  when  the  right  to  the  ditch 
has  been  obtained  by  prescription.^®  One  might  acquire  a  pre- 
scriptive right  to  use  an  irrigation  ditch  to  convey  a  limited 
quantity  of  water  to  his  land,  while  another  retained  the  right 
also  to  use  the  ditch  for  his  own  purposes  to  the  extent  of  its 
remaining  capacity." 

Regarding  joint  ownership  of  ditches  see,  further,  a  previous 
chapter." 

H  HoTt  ▼.  Hart,  149  Cal.  722,  87       142  Cal.  396,  76  Pac.  60,  61)  ;  Bashore 
Pfcc.  569.  V.  Mooney,  4  Cal.  App.  276,  87  Pac. 

w  Accord,  Colegrove  Water   Co.  v.       553. 

P^.  trirA^il  'n^!'  8?9o!!  -  3^^553^^^"^^^'  '  "^^  ^^^• 

Hay^rd  V.  Mason   (1909),  5  Wash.  ^'^^  ^^  P*^-  ^^3' 

^9,  104  Pac.  139.  18  Supra,  sec.  320,  tenants  in  com- 

lA  Smith  y.  Hampshire,  4  Cal.  App.  mon. 
B,  87  Pac  224  (citing  Abbott  v.  Pond, 
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460.  Bepair  of  Ditches. — ^As  in  the  case  of  any'  easement, 
the  ditch-owner,  as  the  dominant,  has  the  duty  of  keeping  the 
ditch  in  repair,  and  not  the  landowner.^*  Correspondingly  he 
has  a  right  of  entry  upon  the  servient  estate  to  make  the 
repairs  ^  and  to  clean  out  the  ditch,  and  if  the  landowner  inter- 
feres, injunction  lies.^^  The  landowner,  on  his  part,  cannot 
remove  the  lateral  or  subjacent  support  to  which  the  ditch  is 
entitled.^  Otherwise  he  is  free  to  use  his  land  in  the  ordinary 
way,  such  as  for  pasturing  sheep,  though  they  trample  the  ditch. 
It  4s  the  ditch-owner's  duty  to  fence  or  otherwise  keep  the  ditch 
in  repair  against  damage  from  the  ordinary  use  of  the  land  by 
the  landowner.^  And  per  contra  if  the  cattle  drown  in  the  ditch, 
the  ditch-owner  is  not  liable  to  the  landowner.^  The  owner  of 
the  servient  estate  may  erect  fences  along  the  sides  of  a  ditch 
or  artificial  watercourse.  Unless  it  is  expressly  stipulated  that 
the  way  shall  be  an  open  one,  or  it  appears  from  the  terms  of 
the  grant  or  the  circumstances  of  the  case  that  such  was  the 
intention  of  the  parties,  the  owner  of  the  servient  estate  may 
also  erect  gates  across  the  way,  provided  they  are  so  located 
and  constructed  as  not  unreasonably  to  interfere  with  the  use  of 
'the  ditch.^  Where  ditch  crosses  ditch,  the  later  claimant 
must  adjust  the  crossings  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  prior 


10  Fraler  ▼.  Sears  etc.  Co.,  12  Cal. 
556,  73  Am.  Dec.  562,  12  Morr.  Min. 
Bep.  98;  BichardBon  y.  Kier,  34  Cal. 
63,  91  Am.  Dec.  681,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  612;  Bichardson  v.  Kier,  37  CaL 
263;  Durfee  ▼.  Garvey,  78  Cal.  546, 
21  Pac.  302;  Bean  v.  Stoneman,  104 
Cal.  49,  37  Pac.  777,  38  Pac.  39; 
Niday  v.  Barker  (1909),  16  Idaho, 
73,  101  Pac.  254.  See  15  L.  B.  A., 
N.  S.,  992,  note. 

20  Pico  V.  Colimas,  32  Cal.  578; 
Ware  v.  Walker,  70  Cal.  591,  12  Pac. 
475;  City  of  Bellevue  v.  Daly,  14 
Idaho,  545,  125  Am.  St.  Bep.  179,  94 
Pac.  1037  (dictum).  See  15  L.  R 
A.,  N.  S.,  992,  note,  14  Ann.  Cas. 
1136.  This  right,  however,  must  be 
exercised  with  due  care  and  diligence 
and    not    arbitrarily.    Hutchinson    T. 


Watson  D.  Co.  (1909),  16  Idaho,  484, 
133  Am.  St.  Bep.  125,  101  Pac.  1059. 

21  Stufflebeem  ▼.  Adelsbach,  135 
Cal.  221,  67  Pac.  140. 

22  Gregory  v.  Nelson,  41  Cal.  278, 
12  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  124;  Lorenz  ▼. 
Waldron,  96  Cal.  243,  31  Pac.  54. 

23  Cattle  trampling  ditch.  Durfee 
V.  Garvey,  78  Cal.  546,  21  Pac.  302; 
Keller  v.  Fink  (Cal.),  37  Pac.  411. 
Cattle  polluting  ditch.  City  of  Belle- 
vue V.  Daly,  14  Idaho,  545,  125  Am. 
St.  Bep.  179,  94  Pac.  1037,  15  L.  B. 
A.,  N.  S.,  992,  14  Ann.  Cas.  1136. 
Contra,  however,  Bileu  v.  Paisley,  18 
Or.  47,  21  Pac  934,  4  L.  B.  A.  840. 

24  Messinger  v.  Gordon,  15  Colo. 
App.  429,  62  Pac.  959. 

25  Utah  etc.  Co.  v.  Stevenson,  34 
Utah,  184,  97  Ftkc  27. 
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ditch.*    Repairs  may  be  made  on  a  ditch  slightly  changing  its 
grade.* 

Regarding  maintenance  and  repair  of  distributing  systems  as 
between  company  and  consumers,  reference  is  made  to  a  later 
chapter.* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  461.  Damage  from  Breaking  Ditcbes,  etc. — The  use  by  means 
of  ditches,  flumes  and  similar  apparatus  is,  of  course,  the  most 
usual,  and  using  the  water  in  this  way  does  not,  by  any  means, 
make  the  appropriator  an  insurer  of  others  against  damage,  from 
breaking,  overflow,  seepage,  or  other  escape  of  the  water.  The 
famous  English  case  of  Rylands  v.  Fletcher*  declared  that  a 
man  builds  a  reservoir,  or  other  works  to  hold  water,  at  his  peril.*^ 
But  such  is  not  the  law  in  the  West.  The  ditch-owner  is  not 
liable  merely  because  the  break  or  escape  occurred,  but  only  if 
it  occurred  through  his  negligence.    Negligence  must  be  shown.^ 


t  Jennison  v.  Kirk,  98  U.  S.  453, 
25  L.  Ed.  240,  4  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  504. 

2  Burns  v.  People's  Ditch  Co.,  104 
Cal.  248,  37  Pac.  922. 

Regarding  contribution  between  ten- 
ants in  common  for  repair  of  ditches, 
see  supra,  see.  320. 

Regarding  duty  to  bridge,  see  Mac- 
CammeUy  ▼.  Pioneer  trr.  Dist.,  17 
Idaho,  415,  105  Pac.  1076;  Hague  v. 
Juab  etc.  Co.  (Utah,  1910),  107  Pac. 
249;  Farmers'  Highline  Canal  Co.  v. 
Westlake,  23  Colo.  29,  46  Pac.  134; 
Nebraska  Stats.  1895,  p.  23,  sec.  52; 
Stats.  1903,  c.  120,  p.  613;  Cobbey's 
Ann.  Stats.,  sec.  6806. 

8  Infra,  sec.  1284. 

4  L.  R.  1  Ex.  265,  L.  R.  3  H.  L. 
330. 

6  "In  Rylands  v.  Fletcher,  L.  R. 
1  Ex.  267,  L.  R.  3  H.  L.  330,  it  was 
declared  that  no  amount  of  diligence 
is  a  legal  excuse,  if  such  water  es- 
capes and  damages  another.  The  cor- 
rectness of  .this  doctrine  has  been 
much  discussed  by  law-writers  and 
courts.  It  has  been  approved  in 
Massachusetts  (see  Oorham  v.  Gross, 
125  Mass.  232,  28  Am.  R«p.  234) ;  in 
Minnesota  (see  Cahill  v.  Eastman,  18 
Minn.  324    (GIL  292),  10  Am.  Rep. 


184).  It  has  been  disapproved  in 
other  States.  See  Losee  v.  Buchanan, 
51  N.  Y.  476,  10  Am.- Rep.  623;  Pa. 
Cpal  Co.  ▼.  Sanderson,  113  Pa.  126, 
57  Am.  Rep.  445,  6  Atl.  453;  Mar- 
shaU  V.  Welwood,  38  N.  J.  L.  339,  20 
Am.  Dec.  394."  Scott  v.  Longwell, 
139  Mich.  12,  102  N.  W.  230,  5  Ann. 
Cas.  679.  See,  also,  Moore  v.  Berlin 
Co.,  74  N.  H.  305,  124  Am.  St.  Rep. 
968,  67  Atl.  578,  11  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S., 
284,  13  Ann.  Cas.  217.  See,  also,  15 
Ij.  R.  a.,  N.  S.,  541,  note. 

6  California, — Tenney  v.  Miners* 
Ditch  Co.,  7  Cal.  335,  11  Morr.  Min. 
Bep.  31;  Wolf  v.  St.  Louis  Co.,  10 
Cal.  541,  10  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  636; 
Todd  V.  Cochell,  17  Cal.  98,  10  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.   655;   Richardson  ▼.  Kier, 

34  Cal.  63,  91  Am.  Dec.  681;  4  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  612;  Hoffman  v.  Tuolumne 
etc.  Co.,  10  Cal.  413;  Everett  v.  Hy- 
draulic Co.,  23  Cal.  225,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  589;  Campbell  v.  Bear  River  Co., 

35  Cal.  679,  10  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  656; 
Weidekind  v.  Tuolumne  etc.  Co. 
(Cal.),  12  Pac.  387;  Bacon  v.  Kear- 
ney etc.  Syndicate,  1  Cal.  App.  275, 
82  Pac.  82  (overflow  of  ditch)  ;  Gib- 
son V.  Puchta,  33  Cal.  310,  12  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  227;  Paolini  v.  Fresno  Co., 
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It  is  not  even  a  case  of  res  ipsa  loqyitur  and  negligence  is  not 
presumed  from  the  mere  fact  that  a  break  or  escape  occurred/ 
unless  such  presumption  is  specially  enacted  by  statute*  The 
ordinary  rule  of  negligence,  that  there  must  be  a  failure  to  use 
the  care  which  an  ordinary  prudent  man  would  have  taken  under 


9  Cal.  App.  1,  97  Pac.  1130.  But  see 
Parker  v.  Larsen,  86  Cal.  236,  21 
Am.  St.  Bep.  30,  24  Pac.  989  (leak- 
age). 

Colorado. — City  of  Denver  v.  Mul- 
len, 7  Colo.  345,  3  Pac.  693;  Platte 
Co.  V.  Anderson,  8  Colo.  131,  6  Pac. 
515;  Walley  v.  Platte  Co.,  15  Colo. 
679,  26  Pac.  129;  Catlin  etc.  Co.  v. 
Best,  2  Colo.  App.  481,  31  P&c.  391 
(holding  negligence  shown).  But  see 
the  statutory  presumption,  tn/ro. 

Idaho, — ^Arave  v.  Idaho  etc.  Co.,  5 
Idaho,  68,  46  Pac.  1024. 

Montana. — King  v.  Miles,  16  Mont. 
463,  50  Am.  St.  Bep.  506,  41  Pac.  431 ; 
Fleming  v.  Lockwood,  36  Mont.  384, 
92  Pac.  962,  14  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  628, 
13  Ann.  Cas.  263;  Mulrone  v.  Mar- 
shall, 35  Mont.  238,  88  Pac.  797,  cit- 
ing Montana  cases. 

Nebraska. — Kearney  etc.  Co.  ▼. 
Akeyson,  45  Neb.  635,  63  N.  W.  921; 
Suitor  V.  Chicago  etc.  By.  (1909),  84 
Neb.  256,  120  N.  W.  113. 

Nevada. — Shields  v.  Orr  etc.  Co.,  23 
Nev.  349,  47  Pac.  194. 

Texas. — City  of  Paris  v.  Tucker 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.),  93  S.  W.  233  (a 
pipe-line). 

Wyoming. — Howell  v.  Big  Horn 
Basin  etc.  Co.,  14  Wyo.  14,  1  L.  B. 
A.,  N.  S.,  596,  81  Pac.  785,  citing 
cases. 

7  Tenney  v.  Miners'  etc.  Co.,  7  Cal. 
335,  11  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  31. 

8  California. — The  great  weight  of 
authority  in  California  is  against  any 
such  presumption,  as  above  cited. 
At  the  same  time  it  should  be  noted 
that  the  case  of  Parker  v.  Larsen,  86 
Cal.  236,  21  Am.  St.  Rep.  30,  24  Pac. 
989,  holds  the  ditch-owner  to  the  same 
liability  as  in  Fletcher  v.  Bylands 
(not  citing  it) ;  and  there  is  a  statu- 
tory enactment  approaching  the  in- 
surer rule  in  some  cases.  Political 
Code,  section  3486.  and  section  3487. 

Colorado. — A  statutory  liability  is 
enacted  in  M.  A.  S.  2272;  Bev.  Stats. 


1908,  sees.  3204,  3213,  3233,  3238; 
Gen.  Btats.,  sec  1726  et  seq.;  Laws 
1872,  p.  144,  sec.  1;  Laws  1876,  p. 
78,  sec.  2;  Laws  1879,  p.  107,  see.  40; 
Laws  1899,  p.  316,  sec.  9.  It  seems  to 
approach  close  to  the  rule  of  Bylandi 
Y.  Fletcher  as  concerns  reservoin,  for 
the  court  holds  the  reservoir  owner  t« 
a  strong  liability  under  it,  on  the 
ground  that  the  water  is  likely  to  ts- 
cape  and  to  do  damage  if  it  escapes 
(Canon  City  v.  Oxtoby  (1909),  45 
Colo.  214,  100  Pac.  1127) ;  and  liable 
absolutely,  irrespective  of  negligeoce 
(with  a  query  as  to  "act  of  God." 
Garnet  etc.  Co.  v.  Sampson  (Colo.), 
110  Pac.  79,  affirming  Larimer  Ditch 
Co.  V.  Zimmerman,  4  Colo.  App.  78, 
34  Pac.  1111):  Sylvester  ▼.  Jerome, 
19  Colo.  128,  34  Pac.  760;  and  this 
is  not  changed  by  the  statutes  k- 
quiring  supervision  by  State  Engineer 
(Garnet  Co.  v.  Sampson,  supra).  Bnt 
there  is  some  question  how  far  this 
applies  only  to  reservoirs  or  also  to 
ditches,  Ibid.,  and  Middlekajnp  v. 
Bessemer  etc'.  Co.,  46  Colo.  102,  103 
Pac.  280,  23  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  795. 

Idaho. — ^Ditch-owner  liable  to  land- 
owner for  damages  from  breakage, 
whether  neglect  or  accident  (unless 
unavoidable).  McLean's  Bev.  Codes 
Idaho,  sec.  3300;  Bev.  Stats.  1887,  see. 
3181,  11th  Ter.  Sess.  (1881),  269. 

Washington. — In  a  Washington  ease 
it  is  held  that  one  who  pEices  ob- 
structions in  a  navigable  stream  does 
so  at  his  peril  as  to  any  damage  to 
landowners,  and  negligence  need  not 
be  shown.  Gilson  v.  Cascade  etc.  Co. 
C1909),  54  Wash.  289,  103  Pac.  11. 

Wyoming.— Bev,  StaU.  1899,  sees. 
901,  974,  3069. 

Statutory  liabilities  sometimes  ap 
pear  in  the  water  codes  making  it  a 
misdemeanor  to  use  works  without  the 
permission  of  the  State  Engineer  as 
to  their  safety;  e.  g.,  N.  M.  State. 
1907,  p.  71,  sec.  33;  S.  D.  Stats.  1907, 
c.  180,  sec.  28. 
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the  circumstances,  applies.*  The  owner  of  a  millrace  must  use 
care  "proportionate  to  the  danger"  to  prevent  the  water  from 
escaping  and  percolating  through  the  banks  to  the  injury  of  the 
adjacent  property  owners,^®  and  if  a  dam  breaks  without  his 
fault,  he  must  repair  it  as  soon  as  practicable.^^ 

In  one  case  the  test  is  said  to  be:  "The  true  test,  considering 
all  the  circumstances,  is,  ought  a  competent  and  skillful  engineer 
reasonably  to  have  anticipated  such  a  flood  as  caused  the  damage 
to  the  plaintiff  and  to  have  made  provision  therefor T!^  though 
that  seems  to  put  too  strong  an  interpretation  on  due  care  when 
separated  from  the  facts  of  that  case;  for  it  is  a  simple  question 
of  fact  as  to  what  is  due  care  in  each  case,  on  the  part  of  an 
ordinary  prudent  man,  and  not  necessarily  a  skillful  engineer. 
The  failure  to  employ  a  skillful  engineer,  or  to  act  as  such  a  per- 
son would,  may  be  evidence  of  negligence,  but  it  is  simply  a  fact 
for  the  jury  to  consider  in  deciding  whether  such  care  was  used 
as  an  ordinary  prudent  man  would  have  used  under  the  circum- 
stances. The  law  seeks  only  to  preserve  the  ordinary  course  of 
things;  and  if  damage  then  occurs,  it  must  lie  where  it  falls.  An 
instruction  that  defendant  must  use  the  care  of  **a  very  prudent 
man"  is  held  erroneous.^*^ 

Where  all  the  land  in  controversy  •was  mineral  land,  one  party 
cleared  off  a  portion  of  his  claim  and  planted  it  to  potatoes.  In 
the  irrigation  of  his  crop  the  water  percolated  through  and  into 
the  mining  tunnel  of  plaintiffs,  and  they  sought  to  restrain  him 
from  such  use  of  his  land.  The  court  says:  "The  defendant  had 
the  undoubted  right  to  cultivate  and  plant  this  tract  of  land,  and, 
having  planted  it,  there  can  be  as  little  (luestion  that  he  had  the 
same  right  to  irrigate  it  for  the  purpose  of  maturing  his  crop. 
In  irrigating  his  land  the  defendant  is  subject  to  the  maxim, 
'Sic  utere  tuo  ut  alienum  non  laedas,'    An  action  cannot  be  main- 


•  Wolf  V.  St.  Louis  etc.  Co.,  10  Cal. 
541,  10  Morr.  Mln.  Bep.  636,  and 
cases  just  cited.  Cf.,  also,  Parker  v. 
Gregg,  136  Cal.  413,  69  Pac.  22. 

10  Scott  V.  Longwell,  139  Mich.  12, 
102  N.  W.  230,  5  Ann.  Cas.  679. 

11  Hoffman  y.  Tuolumne  Co.,  10 
Cal.  418. 

12  Price  V.  Oregon  etc.  Co.,  47  Or. 
350,  83  Pac.  843. 

18  Wolf  V.  St.  Louis  Co.,  10  Cal. 
544,   10   Morr.    Min.    Bep.    636.     In 


Weidekind  v.  Tuolumne  Water  Co., 
65  Cal.  431,  4  Pac.  415,  it  was  held 
erroneous  to  charge  that  there  was 
negligence  unless  the  dam  had  certain 
kind  of  gates,  or  was  built  of  certain 
dimensions  or  of  certain  material. 
"And  we  think  the  court  erred  in  charg- 
ing that  'it  was  the  dutj  of  the  de- 
fendant to  constantly  examine  said 
dam  during  the  season  of  freshets.' 
That  might  depend  on  circumstances, 
and  should  have  been  left  to  the  jury." 
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tained  against  him  for  the  reasonable  exercise  of  his  right 
although  an  annoyance  or  injury  may  thereby  be  occasioned  to 
the  plaintiffs.  He  is  responsible  to  the  plaintiffs  only  for  the 
injuries  caused  by  his  negligence  or  unskillfulness,  or  those 
willfully  inflicted  in  the  exercise  of  his  right  of  irrigating  his 
land."" 

The  ditch-owner  is-  not  per  se  liable  for  damages  from  leakage 
caused  without  negligence  by  the  activity  of  some  burrowing 
animal,^^  but  it  is  otherwise  where  the  ditch-owner  was  also  negli- 
gent.** 

It  has  been  held  that  notice  or  warning  to  the  ditch-owner 
is  sufficient  to  fix  him  with  negligence  if  he  remains  inactive  and 
the  damage  occurs  thereafter." 

Concerning  contributory  negligence,  some  references  are  given 
in  the  note.** 


(3d  ed.) 

§  462.    Same — ^Floods. — ^Where  the  overflow  results  from  a 

flood,  it  is  still  a  question  of  use  of  due  care ;  there  being  no  lia- 
bility for  such  extraordinary  floods  as  would  surprise  caution, 
but  being  liable  where  the  floods  were  periodical  or  might  have 
been  anticipated.    There  is  no  liability  for  damage  from  floods 


14  Gibson  v.  Puchta,  33  Cal.  310,  12 
Morr.  Min.  Kep.  227. 

Damage  from  seepage  from  irriga- 
tion and  from  ditches  used  in  irri- 
gation is  held  not  actionable  in  the 
absence  of  negligence,  but  actionable 
when  negligent.  "Paolini  ▼.  Fresno 
etc.  Co.  (1908),  9  Cal.  App.  1,  97  Pac. 
1130.  Citing  Shields  v.  Orr  etc.  Co., 
23  Nev.  349,  47  Pac.  194,  and  Parker 
V.  Larsen,  86  Cal.  236,  21  Am.  St. 
Rep.  30,  24  Pac.  989,  but  not  citing 
Gibson  v.  Puchta.  (The  case  of 
Parker  v.  Larsen,  supra,  seems  to  hold 
that  negligence  need  not  be  shown.) 

As  to  water  doing  damage  from  dif- 
fused percolation,  see,  also,  Moore  v; 
Berlin  Co.,  74  N.  H.  305,  124  Am. 
St.  Rep.  968,  67  Atl.  578,  11  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  284,  13  Ann.  Cas.  217,  repudiat- 
ing the  rule  of  Fletcher  v.  Ry lands, 
and  holding  that  negligence  must  be 
shown. 

15  Tenney  v.  Miners*  etc.  Co.,  7 
Cal.  335,  11  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  31. 

16  Greeley  etc.  Co.  v.  House,  14 
Colo.  549,  24  Pac.  329. 


IT  Greeley  etc  Co.  v.  House,  M 
Colo.  549,  24  Pac.  329;  McCarty  v. 
Boise  etc.  Co.,  2  Idaho  (225),  2i5, 
10  Pac.  623. 

18  As  to  the  effect  of  contributory 
negligence,  see  Shields  y.  Orr  etc.  Co., 
23  Nev.  349,  47  Pac.  194;  McLeod  t. 
Lee,  17  Nev.  103,  28  Pac.  124;  Fralcr 
v..  Sears  etc.  Co.,  12  Cal.  555,  73  Am. 
Dec.  562,  12  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  98; 
Consolidated  etc.  Co.  v.  Hamlin,  6 
Colo.  App.  341,  40  Pac.  582 ;  Arave  v. 
Idaho  C.  Co.,  5  Idaho,  68,  46  Pac 
1024;  Stuart  v.  Noble  D.  Co.,  9  Idaho, 
765,  76  Pac.  255;  Jenkins  v.  Hooper 
'Irr.  Co.,  13  Utah,- 100,  44  Pac.  829; 
Lisonbee  v.  Monroe  Irr.  Co.,  18  Utah, 
343,  72  Am.  St.  Rep.  784,  54  Pae. 
1009;  North  Point  Co.  v.  UUh  Co.,  16 
Utah,  246,  67  Am.  St.  Rep.  607,  52 
Pac.  168,  40  L.  R.  A.  851;  Bacon  v. 
Kearney,  1  Cal.  App.  275,  82  Pac 
84;  McLellan  v.  Brownsville  etc.  Co., 
46  Tex.  Civ.  App.  249,  103  S.  W.  207; 
Malmstrom  v.  People's  D.  Co.  (Nev.), 
107  Pac.  98. 


im 
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tliat  could  not  be  anticipated,^^  or  from  rainstorms  of  such 
unusual  severity  as  to  surprise  caution.^  A  flood  resulting  from 
an  unprecedented  rainstorm  causes  no  liability ,^^  but  floods  that 
are  of  periodical  occurrence  must  be  guarded  against  by  the  ditch- 
owner,  as  it  is  possible  to  take  precautions  against  floods  of  that 
kind.^  In  the  last  case  cited  in  the  foregoing  note  the  court 
sa^-s:  **The  injury  complained  of  occurred  in  a  season  of  high 
water  caused  by  the  melting  of  the  snow  on  the  mountains  above. 
The  overflow  so  caused  is  periodical,  and  may  be,  and  is,  antici- 
pated by  all  persons  inhabiting  the  regions  where  the  alleged 
damage  occurred.  The  obligation  rested  on  defendant  to  keep 
the  banks  of  its  canal  in  repair.  It  was  bound  to  use  ordinar}** 
diligence  for  this  purpose.  The  diligence  required,  however,  must 
be  coQiniensurate  with  the  duty,  and  the  duty  is  that  ordinarily 
employed  by  a  prudent  business  man  when  dealing  with  his  own 
affairs  under  the  circumstances  which  surround  him  and  call  his 
mind  and  energy  into  action."^  In  another  case  it  is  said: 
''If  the  defendant  was  not  bound  to  provide  against  unheard-of 
floods,  he  was  at  least  bound  to  provide  against  such  as  had 
occurred  not  more  than  three  years  prior  to  the  construction  of 
the  ditch.  "^*  Extraordinary  rainfalls  must  be  guarded  against 
if  experience  shows  them  to  be  recurrent  even  though  at  irregular 
intervals.^ 

It  is  thus  not  true  to  say  that  only  ''acts  of  Ood"  absolve  from 
liability  for  flood,  since  reasonable  care  cannot  guard  against  some 
floods  which  still  fall  short  of  technical  "vm  major.' ^  Only  vis 
major  will  ab3olve  from  breach  of  contract,  however,  as  distin- 
guished from  tort,  and  dealing  with  a  contract  in  this  connection, 
it  has  been  said  that  floods  or  extraordinary  freshets,  in  order  to 
come  within  **act  of  God"  must  be  niore  than  such  rises  or  high 


w  Proctor  ▼.  Jennings,  6  Nev.  83, 
3  Am.  Bep.  240,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
265. 

30  IdBonbee  ▼.  Monroe  etc.  Co.,  18 
UUh,  343,  72  Am.  St.  Rep.  784,  54 
Pac.  1009. 

«  Mathews  v.  Kinsell,  41  Cal.  512; 
Chidester  v.  Consolidated  Ditch  Co., 
59  Cal.  197;  Town  of  Jeflferson  v. 
Hicks,  23  Okl.  684,  102  Pac.  79 
(dictum);  Bridgeport  v.  Bridgeport 
etc  Co.,  81   Conn.   84,  70  Atl.   650; 


Bluick  y.  Chicago  ete.  Co.  (Iowa),  115 
N.  W.  1013. 

22  The  Salton  Sea  Cases,  172  Fed. 
820;  Turner  v.  Tuohimne  etc.  Co.,  25 
Cal.  397,  1  Morr.  Uin.  Rep.  107;  Chi- 
dester  v.  Consolidated  Ditch  Co.,  59 
Cal.  197. 

23  Chidester  v.  D.  Co.,  tntpra. 

24  Burbank  v.  West  Walker  River 
Ditch  Co.,  13  Nev.  431. 

23  Fairbury  etc.  Co.  v.  Chicago  etc. 
Co.,  79  Neb.  854,  113  N.  W.  535,  13 
L.  R.  A.,  N.  8.,  542. 
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water  in  a  stream  as  are  usual  and  ordinary   and  reasonably 
anticipated  at  particular  periods  of  the  year.^ 

Floods  recurrent,  though  at  irregular  intervals,  are  not  within  "act 
of  Ood, "  so  as  to  protect  a  gold-dredging  company  from  damage  to 
a  populous  community  by  overflow  of  dam.^ 


'i 


3d  ed.) 

463.  Same. — The  statute  of  limitation  on  an  action  for  dam- 
age from  seepage  begins  to  run,  not  from  construction  of  the 
canal,  but  from  the  first  visible  damage,  if  of  a  permanent  kind; 
and  successive  actions  will  not  lie.  The  statutory  limitation  is 
complete  within  the  period  after  the  first  visible  damage.^ 

The  owner  of  land  upon  a  watercourse  may  construct  an  em- 
bankment thereon  to  protect  his  land  from  the  superabundant 
water  in  times  of  flood,  but,  in  doing  so,  he  must  so  erect  it  that 
the  natural  and  probable  consequences  of  the  embankment  in 
times  of  ordinary  floods  will  not  be  to  cause  the  overflow  water 
to  erode  or  destroy  the  lands  of  other  proprietors  on  the  stream.* 
A  railway  must  provide  culverts  over  a  ravine,  even  though  not  a 
watercourse.*^ 


1  Byan  v.  Rogers,  96  Cal.  349,  31 
Pac.  244,  See  Mnlrone  v.  Marshall, 
35  Mont.  238,  88  Pac.  797. 

Concerning  damages  from  flood  in 
general,  see  57  Cent.  L.  J.  268. 

2  City  of  Oroville  v.  Indiana  Gold 
Dredging  Co.  (Cal.  1908),  165  Fed. 
550.  See  "Storm  Waters,"  supra,  sec. 
347.  Act  of  God  defined  (floods). 
Gibson  v.  Cascade  etc.  Co.  (1909),  54 
Wash.  289,  103  Pac.  11;  Salton  Sea 
Cases,  172  Fed.  792;  City  of  Oro- 
ville V.  Indiana  etc.  Co.,  165  Fed. 
550;  Chidester  v.  D.  Co.,  59.  Cal. 
203;  Greeley  Irr.  Co.  ▼.  Von  Trotha 
(Colo.),  108  Pac.  985.  Extraordi- 
nary flood  held  act  of  God.  Eagan 
V,  Central  Vermont  By.,  81  Vt.  141, 
130  Am.  St.  Bep.  1031,  69  Atl. 
732,  16  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  928.  De- 
fendant has  burden  of  proving  act 
of  God.  Bu^l  V.  Chicago  etc.  Co.,  81 
Neb.  130,  116  N.  W.  299.  An  "ex- 
traordinary flood"  is  one  of  those 
visitations  whose  coming  is  not  fore- 
seen by  the  usual  course  of  nature, 
and  whose  magnitude  and  destructive- 
ness  could  not  have  been  anticipated 
and    prevented    by    the    exercise    of 

§§  464-472.     (Blank  numbers.) 


ordinary  foresight.  (Quoting  13  Eney. 
of  Law,  2d  ed.,  p.  686.)  Town  of 
Jefferson  v.  Hicks  (1909),  23  OkL 
684,  102  Pac.  79.  See  Broadway  Mf?. 
Co.  V.  Leavenworth  Co.,  81  Kan.  616, 
106  Pac.  1034. 

s  Middlekamp  v.  Bessemer  etc  Go. 
(1909),  46  Colo.  102,  103  Pac  280,  23 
L.  B.  A.,  N.  8.,  795. 

4  Town  of  Jefferson  v.  Hicks 
(1909),  23  Okl.  684,  102  Pac.  79. 

5  Quinn  v.  Chicago  By.  etc  Co 
(1909),  23  S.  D.  126,  120  N.  W.  8S4. 
See  Missouri  etc.  Co.  v.  Cannon  (Tex. 
Civ.  App.),  Ill  S.  W.  661. 

Concerning  injunction  against  struc- 
tures which  cause  flooding  of  land  bj 
obstructing  the  flow  of  water,  see 
Pealer  v.  Gray's  etc.  Co.  (190fl).  54 
Wash.  415,  103  Pac.  451 ;  Hastie  v. 
Jenkins  (1909),  53  Wash.  21,  101  P*^ 
495;  Gibson  v.  Cascade  etc,  Co. 
(1909),  54  Wash.  289,  103  Pac  U- 

Measure  of  damages  for  floo«liBg- 
See  Tosini  v.  Cascade  etc.  Co.  (S.  D. 
1908),  117  N.  W.  1037. 

Begarding  floods,  see,  also,  supr^ 
see.  348,  and  infra,  sec.  828. 
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65  490-495.     (Blank  numbers.) 

A.     CAPACITY  OF  STBUCTUBE8. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  473.  Introdnctory. — Three  tests  of  quantity  are  found  in 
the  decisions.  First,  the  original  claim,  which  must  obviously 
be  80  because  of  the  rule  permitting  successive  appropriations. 
Second,  the  capacity  of  the  ditch,  because  an  appropriation, 
being  created  by  taking  possession  of  the  stream,  could  not 
exceed  the  amount  diverted  and  taken  into  possession.  In  the 
early  eases,  when  the  right  was  unquestionably  accepted  as  a 
possessory  right  on  the  public  domain,  the  capacity  of  the  ditch 
vas  frequently  taken  as  the  chief  test,  because  it  fixed  the  amount 
in  possession.  -Third,  the  amount  beneficially  used,  because  all 
that  is  not  used  within  a  reasonable  time  is  regarded  as  aban- 
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doned.  To-day,  however,  the  third  has  overshadowed  all  the 
others,  being  narrower  than  the  others,  and  now  most  strongly 
insisted  upon ;  being  the  strongest  instance  of  the  change  now 
going  on  in  the  law  from  a  possessory  system  to  a  specific  use 
system.* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  474.  The  Original  Claim. — ^The  appropriator  is  limited  to  the 
quantity  first  appropriated,  and  he  cannot  divert  more  than  that 
as  against  subsequent  appropriators.^  By  the  early  law  before 
the  code  in  California  the  appropriator  was  limited  to  the  amount 
originally  claimed,  and  the  amount  claimed  was  determined 
largely  from  the  means  used,  and  the  purpose  intended,^  and  such 
would  still  be  the  rule  in  California  for  an  appropriator  by  actual 
diversion,  the  code  formalities  not  being  followed.  An  appro- 
priation made  under  the  present  statutes  of  all  States,  however, 
requires  the  amount  claimed  to  be  specially  stated  in  the  notice  or 
in  the  application  for  permit,  and  the  appropriation  is  limited  to 
that  as  the  maximum.* 

The  amount  claimed  in  the  notice  is  the  first  limit.^  This  is 
quite  obvious,  being  necessary  for  the  protection  of  subsequent 
appropriators.  As  against  subsequent  appropriators  not  existing 
at  the  time  of  the  enlargement  of  one's  claim,  however,  the  en- 
largement may,  of  course,  be  made,  just  as  a  new  appropriation 
could  be  made ,  being  in  accord  with  the  established  doctrine  of 
priority.* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  476.  Capacity  of  Ditch— The  Possessory  Test. — The  ap- 
propriator, by  claiming  more  than  he  actually  diverts,  gets 
tio  right  to  divert  the  surplus  later  as  against  intervening  claim- 
ants ;  and  hence,  the  capacity  of  his  ditch,  if  less  than  the  amount 

• 

1  See  cross-references,  supra,  sec.  Co.,  13  Cal.  220,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
139.  626;  McKinney  v.  Smith,  21  CaL  374, 

2  Senior  v.  Anderson,  115  Cal.  496,  1    Morr.    Min.    Rep.    650;    Toohey  ▼. 
47  Pac.  454;  Union  etc.  Co.  v.  Dang-  Campbell,  24  Mont.  13,  60  Pac.  396. 
berg,   81   Fed.  73;   Becker  v.   Marble  *  Supra,  sec.  371  et  seq.,  408  et  seq. 
Creek  etc.  Co.,  15  Utah,  225,  49  Pac.  5  Last  Chance  etc.  Co.  v.  Heilbron. 
892,  1119.  86  Cal.  1,  26  P&c.  523. 

3  White  V.  Todd's  Valley  etc.  Co.,  6  Beaver  etc.  Co.  v.  St.  Vrain  etc. 
8  Cal.  443,  68  Am.  Dec.  338,  4  Morr.  Co.,  6  Colo.  App.  130,  40  Pac.  1066; 
Min.  Rep.  536;  Ortman  v.  Dixon,  13  Hector  etc.  Co.  v.  Valley  etc  Co.,  -^ 
Cal.  33 ;  McDonald  v.  Bear  River  etc.  Colo.  315,  64  Pac.  ^05. 
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claimed,  is  the  second  test  of  the  amount  to  which  he  is  entitled, 
allowing  a  reasonable  time  after  completion  of  the  ditch  to  remove 
boulders  or  other  obstructions^  The  quantity  of  water  appro- 
priated is  measured  by  the  capacity  of  the  ditch  at  the  smallest 
pointy  as  determined  by  evidence  of  size  and  grade.^  An  appro- 
priation is  limited  to  capacity, of  ditch,  and  surplus  thereover 
belongs  to  later  appropriators.^  The  rule  under  these  circum- 
stances was  thus  stated  by  the  early  supreme  court  of  Califor- 
nia:*^ **He  is  entitled  to  have  the  water  [of  the  stream  flowing 
down  to  his  ditch]  undiminished  in  quantity,  so  as  to  leave  suffi- 
cient to  fill  his  ditch  as  it  existed  at  the  time  the  subsequent 
appropriations  above  him  were  made."  The  early  supreme  court 
of  Nevada  formulated  the  rule  in  somewhat  more  precise  terms. 
''It  seems  that  the  quantity  of  water  appropriated  is  to  be  meas* 
nred  by  the  capacity  of  the  ditch  or  flume  at  its  smallest  point, 
that  is,  at  the  point  where  the  least  water  can  be  carried  through 
it.''**  Rights  of  tenants  in  common,  claiming  a  water-right 
through  the  construction  of  a  canal,  are  determined  by  the  capac- 
ity of  the  canal,  and  not  by  the  subsequent  diversion.** 

In  determining  what  the  capacity  of  a  given  ditch  is,  in  a  case 
where  testimony  respecting  the  carrying  capacity  of  a  ditch 
varied  from  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  to  six  hundred  inches, 
the  court,  after  examining  the  evidence,  found  the  true  capacity 
to  be  only  three  hundred  inches,  and  held  that  a  ditch  of  capacity 
of  three  hundred  inches  at  the  intake  should  deliver  to  the  place 
of  use  four  miles  away,  two  hundred  and  seventy  to  two  hundred 
and  eighty  inches,  the  difference  being  the  allowance  for  seepage 


T  White  ▼.  Todd's  etc.  Co.,  8  Cal. 
443,  68  Am.  Dec.  338,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  536;  Ortman  v.  Dixon,  13  Cal. 
33;  McKinney  v.  Smith,  21  Cal.  374, 
1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  650;  Posachane  ete. 
Co.  ▼.  Standart,  97  Cal.  476,  32  Pac. 
532;  Bean  v.  Stoneman,  104  Cal.  49, 
37  Pile.  777,  38  Pac.  39;  Senior  v.  An- 
derson, 115  Cal.  496,  47  Pac.  454; 
San  Luis  etc.  Co.  v.  Estrada,  117  Cal. 
168,  48  Pac.  1075;  McDonald  v.  Lan- 
nen,  19  Mont.  78,  47  Pac.  648; 
Whited  V.  Cavin  (Or.),  105  Pac.  396; 
Pomeroy  on  Riparian  Rights,  sees.  80, 
81;  Kinney  on  Irrigation,  sees.  162, 
166.  See  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  808,  814, 
note. 

Water  Bights — 83 


»  Ophir  8.  M.  Co.  v.  Carpenter,  6 
Nev.  393,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  6&3; 
Barnes  v.  Sabron,  10  Nev.  217,  4  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  673;  Canithers  ▼.  Peraber- 
ton,  1  Mont.  Ill,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
622;  Browning  v.  Lewis,  39  Or.  11,  64 
Pac.  304. 

»  DriskiU  y.  Rebbe,  22  S.  D.  242, 
117  N.  W.  135. 

10  Bear  R.  Co.  v.  New  York  Co.,  8 
Cal.  327,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  526. 

11  Ophir  S.  M.  Co.  y.  Carpenter,  4 
Ney.  534,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  640,  6 
Ney.  393,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  653. 

12  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95 
Pac  732,  98  Pae.  1083,  102  Pac  728. 
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and  evaporation  in  transit.^^    Carrying  capacity  of  ditch  can  be 
determined  from  width,  depth  and  grade." 

Under  a  statute  in  Colorado,^^  appropriations  may  be  made  for 
filling  a  reservoir,  measured  by  the  capacity  of  the  reservoir  on 
a  single  filling.  In  Windsor  Co.  v.  Lake  Supply  Co.^^  it  was 
held  that  the  Colorado  statute  providing  for  reservoir  appropria- 
tions forbids  more  than  one  filling  on  one  priority  in  any  one 
year,  as  against  other  reservoirs  not  yet  fiUed.^^  As  to  a  ditch, 
** capacity"  means  continuing  carrying  capacity,  in  consideration 
with  beneficial  use,  but  as  to  a  reservoir,  it  means  capacity  in  one 
complete  filling  only.^® 

The  investigations  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture of  the  capacity  of  various  types  of  conduits  ^®  show  that 
there  is  a  wide  variation  of  loss.  (Even  in  the  same  canal  ten 
times  as  much  water  will  be  lost  at  one  time  than  at  another). 
Large  canals  lose  less  than  small  ones.  The  loss  for  all  canals 
taken  by  straight  average  is  probably  about  five  and  seventy- 
seven  one-hundredths  per  cent  per  mile.  Between  stream  and 
land  a  total  of  fifty  per  cent  is  lost  in  old  canals  and  sixty  per 
cent  in  new  ones.  Cement-lined  canals  lose  little  in  transporta- 
tion. For  example,  the  Gage  canal  in  Southern  California  is 
cement  lined  and  the  water  is  distributed  through  underground 
pipes  and  ninety-two  per  cent  of  the  water  reaches  the  land.* 
Canals  without  lining  at  all  require  about  three  and  five-tenths  to 
four  acre-feet  per  year  at  .the  head,  after  conditions  have  become 
settled. 


15  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95 
Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  at  1105,  102 
Pac.  728. 

14  Bates  V.  Hall,  44  Colo.  360,  98 
Pac.  3.  And  as  to  measurement  of 
capacity  of  ditch,  see  Water  Supply 
Co.  V.  Larimer  etc.  Co.,  24  Colo.  322, 
51  Pac.  496,  46  L.  E.  A.  322;  Broad- 
moor etc.  Co.  T.  Brookside  etc.  Co.,  24 
Colo.  541,  52  Pac.  792. 

IB  M.  A.  S.,  sees.  2403,  2408. 

16  44  Colo.  214,  98  Pac.  729. 

17  Qitaere,  whether,  after  all  reser- 
voirs in  a  water  district  have,  in  anj 
one  season  or  year,  been  once  filled  to 
their  decreed  capacity,  a  second  filling 
may  be  had,  and,  if  so,  in  what  order 
they  shaU  be  filled.  Left  open  in 
same  caee. 


IS  "A  reservoir  appropriation,  like 
that  for  a  canal,  cannot  be  made  to 
do  double  duty.  To  permit  a  doable 
filling  of  a  reservoir  in  any  one  year 
on  one  appropriation,  as  against  junior 
rights,  is  just  as  obnoxious  to  the 
principle  naenlioned  as  if  .the  appro- 
priation for  immediate  irrigation, 
through  a  canal,  after  it  had  been 
applied  to  the  particular  land  for 
which  it  was  diverted,  was  then  made 
to  serve  other  lands."  Windsor  Co.  v. 
Lake  Supply  Co.,  44  Colo.  214,  98  Pac, 
729. 

19  Report  of  Office  of  Experiment 
Stations  for  yetr  ending  June,  1908, 
page  370  et  seq. 

20  "While  there  is  no  doubt  that 
eement  concrete  is  the  most  effective 
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(3d  ed.) 

§  476.  Capacity  of  Ditch  Ceasing  to  be  a  Measure.— Meas- 
urement of  right  by  capacity  of  ditch  is  an  instance  of  the 
possessory  origin  of  the  law,  and  its  displacement  as  a  measure 
by  beneficial  use  is  an  instance  of  how  the  possessory  origin  of 
the  law  is  disappearing. 

The  right  arose  as  a  possessory  one  on  the  public  domain 
(though  turned  into  a  freehold  by  the  act  of  1866),  and*  as  such 
took  on  the  characteristics  based  upon  the  idea  of  possession 
of  the  stream  or  of  a  portion  of  its  flow.  Actual  diversion  (the 
taking  of  possession)  created  the  right;  capacity  of  ditch  (the 
amount  in  possession)  measured  the  right;  the  right  to  possession 
was  independent  of  mode  or  place  of  use,  which  could  be  changed 
at  will;  the  right  to  the  flow  remained  until  actual  abandonment 
(voluntary  relinquishment  of  possession).  Hence  the  above  rul- 
ings making  capacity  of  works  the  test,  supported  by  cases  of 
which  Moore  v.  Clear  Lake  W.  W.^^  is  a  leader,  applying  the  doc- 
trine of  injuria  sine  damno  to  protect  the  flow  to  ditch  capacity, 
even  though  plaintiff  were  not  then  using  the  water  and  suffered 
no  present  damage  (so  long  as  he  did  not  intend  an  abandon- 
ment).^ Thus,  in  the  case  just  cited,  frequently  since  approved, 
it  was  laid  down  (as  the  headnote  correctly  reports) :  ''In  an  ac- 
tion to  restrain  the  diversion  of  water  from  a  stream,  the  com-, 
plaint  alleged  that  the  plaintiff  was  the  owner  and  in  possession 
of  a  certain  ditch  connected  with  the  stream,  and  that  he  had. a 
right  to  appropriate  for  use  and  distribution  so  much  of  the  water 
of  the  stream  as  the  ditch  had  capacity  to  carry.  Held,  that  an 
allegation  to  the  effect  that  the  plaintiff  was  in  a  position  to  use 
or  distribute  the  water  was  unnecessary."  ^ 


as  regards  seepage,  it  is  also  the  most 
expensive,  the  cost  being  more  than 
six  times  that  of  the  heavy  oil  lining 
(three  and  two-thirds  gallons  per 
square  yard),  which  saved  fifty  and 
four-tenths  per  cent  of  the  water  which 
vrould  have  been  lost  .were  the  ditch 
not  lined,  while  the  saving  with  the 
concrete  ditch  is  eighty -six  and  six- 
tenths  per  cent,  or  only  one  and  three- 
fourths  times  as  large.  Where  water 
is  very  valuable  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  concrete  ditch  is  more  permanent 
and  economical.  But  where  the  water 
IB  not  80  scarce,  and  a  little  waste  will 
do  BO  damage,  the  expense  of  lining 


.the  ditch  with  oil  may  be  justified, 
while  a  more  expensive  lining  would 
be  impracticable.  The  durability  of 
the  oil  linins  has  not  been  thoroughly 
tested,  and  it  may  be  that  more  ex- 
tended experience  will  show  them  to  be 
less  valuable  than  these  experiments 
would  indicate." 

21  68  Cal.  147,  8  Pac.  816.  See 
infra,  sec.  642. 

22  See  cross-references  supra,  sec. 
139. 

1  In  the  opinion  it  is  said,  among 
other  things:  *'Here  the  point  is  made 
that  the  court  fails  to  show  that  the 
plaintiff  is  in  a  position  to  use  the 
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A  change,  however,  is  rapidly  going  on  in  the  law  from  a  posses- 
sory to  a  specific  use  system,  and  capacity  of  ditch  has  been  almost 
wholly  displaced  by  beneficial  use  as  a  measure  of  right.  The  first 
step  in  this  regard  was  to  allow  ditch  capacity  to  govern  only 
for  a  certain  number  of  years,  making  beneficial  use  the  sole  test 
where  nonuse  exceeded  the  time  limit.  Of  this  restrictive  stage 
Smith  Vi  Hawkins^  is  the  leading  case,  allowing  ditch  capacity  to 
govern  for  five  years,  but  not  if  nonuse  in  whole  or  part  exceeds 
that  period ;.  and  following  this  stage,  most  States  by  statute  fixed 
a  similar  time  limit  of  from  two  to  five  years.'  But  the  change  did 
not  stop  with  this  stage.  Now,  the  great  weight  of  authority  dis- 
regards capacity  of  ditch  entirely,  without  regard  to  any  length 
of  time  in  which  it  remained  out  of  use  and  without  regard  to  anj 
intention  not  to  abandon -it.  Actual  use  within  a  reasonable  time 
prior  to  the  time  a  controversy  arises  is  alone  the  test  stated  to-daj 
in  the  decisions  generally.  ' 

The  reader  should  note  well,  however,  that  this  is  an  instance  of 
a  wide-bearing  change  in  the  law,  leaving  conflicting  lines  of 
authorities  in  this  and  other  connections.  Thus,  the  California  law 
holds  the  law  to  the  public  domain  where  it  had  its  possessory 
origin,  Colorado  does  not;  the  California  code  holds  to  actual 
diversion  as  completing  the  right,  Colorado  holds  to  actual  appli- 
cation to  use ;  the  right  is  generally  held  independent  of  mode  or 
place  of  use,  and  yet  there  is  a  strong  tendency  to  make  it  inhere 
inseparably  in  the  specific  initial  use  made  of  it;  some  authorities 
hold  a  distributing  company  which  makes  the  diversion  to  be  the 
appropriator,  others  the  consumer  who  actually  makes  the  use; 
some  authorities  hold  the  right  to  remain  indefinitely,  though  in 
nonuse,  until  voluntary  intentional  abandonment  of  possession,  and 
grant  injunctions  against  interference,  though  without  damage, 
until  such  abandonment;  others  so  hold  for  a  definite  period  of 
years  though  not  indefinitely,  and  still  others  hold  solely  to  actual 
use  within  a  reasonable  time  before  the  time  of  controversy,  and 
refuse  injunctions  absolutely  in  the  absence  of  actual  damage  to 
present  use ;  most  of  these  conflicting  rulings  being  not  confined  to 
different  jurisdictions,  but  occurring  in  different  cases  within  the 

water  himself,  or  that  he  ia  in  anj  etc.    Moore  v.  Clear  Liake  Co.,  68  CtL 

position  which   gives  him  a  right  to  146,  at  150,  8  Pae.  816. 

furnish    the    water    to    others.      The  2  llQ  Cal.   122,  42   Pae.  453.    Af- 

allegation  of  these  matters  is^not  es-  firmed  in  120  Cal.  86. 

lanual  to  plaintiff's  cause  of  action/'  a  infra,  sec  576. 
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Bame  jurisdiction.^  In  other  words,  the  law  is  in  a  state  of  evolu* 
tion,  with  the  end  of  making  the  requirements  of  some  specific 
initial  use  its  sole  '^ basis,  measure,  and  limit."' 


(3d  ed.) 

§  477.  Same. — ^Whether  a  complete  change  from  a  possessory 
to  a  spelific  purpose  system  is  desirable  is  a  difficult  question  in  the 
policy  of  the  law.  Under  the  possessory  system,  any  use  which  is 
not  waste  is  a  beneficial  use.  It  admits  of  emphatic  expression.® 
On  the  other  hand,  under  the  specific  use  system,  it  is  sometimes 
stated  as  one  enforcing  economical  use ;  nor  are  these  two  forms  of 
expression  synonymous.''  While  waste  will  not  necessarily  exist 
because  you  might  get  along  with  less,  the  most  economical  use 
would  require  the  lesser  use  and  make  irrigation  perilous.  It  is 
frequently  said*  that  the  appropriators  and  users  of  the  waters 
will  be  required  and  commanded  to  so  divert,  use  and  apply  the 
waters  as  to  secure  the  largest  duty  and  greatest  service  therefrom.® 
Yet,  a  lesser  duty  and  service  than  the  largest  might  still  fall 
short  of  waste.  The  difference  in  the  mode  of  expression  is  that 
the  prohibition  of  waste  allows  wh^t  engineers  call  a  ** factor  of  . 
safety";  while  the  requirement  of  most  economical  use  is  like 
keeping  a  bridge  continually  loaded  to  its  theoretical  capacity. 

Some  other  considerations  are  noted  in  a  recent  report  of  the 
United  States   Department    of   Agriculture,  saying:  **The  water 


<  See  eroee-ref  ereneee  tupra,  eee. 
139. 

s  See  Draeh  t.  Isola  (Colo.),  109 
Pae.  748,  aa  an  instance  ^n  Colorado  of 
how  the  courts  are  revising  the  old  de- 
crees based  upon  capacity  of  ditch, 
and  now  holding  them  open  to  re- 
euQUDBtion  based  upon  beneficial  use. 

*  Such  emphatic  expressions  there- 
under are  possible  as,  for  example, 
"Perhaps  the  appellant's  counsel  is  of 
the  belief  that  the  plaintiff,  having 
made  the  first  appropriation,  is  en- 
titled to  have  the  water  come  down  to 
him  to  the  extent  of  his  ap propria- 
tioQ,  whether  he  has  use  for  it  or  not. 
If  80,  he  is  mistaken.  Water  is  too 
precioiis  in  this  arid  climate  to  permit 
its  being  unnecessarilj  wasted." 
Boeder  v.. Stein,  23  Nev.  92,  42  Pac. 
S67.  In  another  case :  "If  the  defend- 
ants have  no  present  or  immediate 
need  of  the  full  quantity  of  water 
which  they  may  divert  and  use,  they 


cannot  waste  it,  but  it  is  their  duty 
to  aUow  such  portion  as  they  have  no 
immediate  need  for  to  remain  in  the 
natural  stream,  or,  if  diverted,  to  re- 
turn such  surplus  again  into  the  same 
stream,  where,  unless  they  then  intend 
to  recapture  it,  it  becomes  subject  to 
diversion  by  the  various  ditobes  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  numerical  priori- 
ties." Burkart  v.  Meiberg,  37  Colo. 
187,  86  Pac.  98,  6  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S., 
1104,  citing  La  Jara  Co.  V.  Hansen,  35 
Colo.  105,  83  Pac.  644. 

7  Judge  J.  M.  Seawell  in  California 
Past.  Co.  V.  Madera  etc.  Co.  (Superior 
Court  of  Madera  County,  California, 
Nov.  13.  1906). 

8  For  example,  in  Van  Camp  t, 
Emery,  13  Idaho,  202,  89  Pac.  752. 

0  "The  highest  and  greatest  possible 
duty."  Farmers'  etc.  Co.  v.  Riverside 
Irr.  Dist.  (1909),  16  Idaho,  52,  102 
Pac.  481 ;  Xiday  v.  Barker,  16  Idaho, 
73,  101  Pac.  254. 
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laws  of  the  arid  States  are  of  two  general  classes,  considered  from 
this  point  of  view:  those  which  allow  of  the  acquirement  of  rights 
to  definite  quantities  of  water  and  those  which  limit  rights  to  tiie 
necessities  of  a  definite  tract  of  land.  Under  laws  of  the  former 
class  canal  owners  are  free  to  use  their  water  supply  on  as  large 
or  as  small  an  area  as  seems  to  them  best,  and  since  yie  more 
economically  the  water  is  used  the  larger  area  it  will  serve  and  the 
larger  returns  it  will  bring,  every  consideration  leads  to  an  economi- 
cal use  of  water.  Canal  owners  receive  the  direct  benefit  of  their 
economy.  •Under  laws  of  the  latter  class,  limiting  rights  to  the 
needs  of  a  particular  tract  of  land^  with  a  maximum  limit  fixed, 
as  in  Wyoming  and  Nebraska,  there  can  be  no  incentive  to  economy, 
since  any  water  made  available  by  economical  use  goes  to  others 
than  the  one  making  the  saving.  The  inevitable  tendency  is  for 
farmers  to  use  as  much  as  possible  within  the  maximum  fixed,  in 
order  that  they  may  not  by  present  economy  decrease  their  supply 
for  future  needs.  The  laws  of  all  the  arid  States  prohibit  waste 
and  authorize  the  water  oflBcials  to  stop  waste,  but  between  positive 
waste  and  the  most  economical  use  there  is  a  wide  margin.  This 
system  has  the  added  disadvkntage  of  making  rights  indefinite. 
When  prior  rights  are  fixed  at  a  definite  quantity  of  water,  subse- 
quent appropriators  know  what  may  be  taken  by  the  prior  appro- 
priators  and  can  estimate  fairly  well  their  own  chances  for  water, 
but  under  the  other  system  a  change  in  the  type  of  agriculture  by 
prior  appropriators  may  so  enlarge  their  use  as  to  destroy  entirel}' 
the  value  of  later  rights.'**® 


B.    BENEFICIAL  USE. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  478.  Beneficial  Use— The  Final  Test.— The  appropriator  is 
not  to-day  entitled  to  the  quantity  actually  diverted  and  taken  into 
possession  if  he  uses  only  a  portion  of  it ;  his  right  is  limited  to  the 
amount  so  actually  used.  This  is  now  strenuously  enforced." 
Actual  use  within  a  reasonable  time  (not  exceeding  the  statutory 


10  Report  of  the  OflSce  of  Experi- 
ment Stations  of  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture  for  1908. 

11  Alaska. — Xetcbikan  Co.  t.  Citi- 
zens' Co.,  2  Alaska,  120. 

Arizona. — Sullivan  v.  Jones  (Ariz.), 
108  Pac.  476. 

California. — ^White  v.  Todd's  etc. 
Co.,  8  Cal.  443,  68  Am.  Dec.  338,  4 
Morr.   Min.   Rep.   536;   Dougherty   t. 


Haggin,  61  Cal.  305 ;  Barrows  t.  Pox, 
98  Cal.  63,  32  Pac.  811;  Riverside  etc, 
Co.  V.  Sargent,  112  Cal.  230.  44  Pac 
560;  Santa  Paula  etc.  Works  v. 
Peralta,  113  Cal.  38,  45  Pac  168; 
Senior  v.  Anderson,  115  Cal.  496,  47 
Pac.  454;  Smith  y.  Hawkins,  120  Cal. 
86,  52  Pac.  139,  19  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
243 ;  Senior  ▼.  Anderson,  130  Cal.  290, 
at    297,    62    Pl&c.    563;    Bledsoe   ir. 
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period,  if  any,  for  forfeiture  of  right  by  nonuseJL^  prior  to  the 
time  a  controversy  arises,  has  become  the  sole  measure  of  right." 

Bodgers  t.  Jrttt  (Nev.),  89  Fed.  420, 
129  Fed.  932;  GoteUi  v.  CardeUi,  26 
Nev.  3&2,  69  Pac.  8;  Berry  v.  Equi- 
table etc.  Co.,  29  Nev.  451,  91  Pac. 
537:  Stats.  1907,  p.  30,  sec.  4. 

New  Mexico, — Millheiser  v.  Long, 
10  N.  M.  99,  61  Pac.  Ill;  Hagerman 
Co.  V.  McMurray  (N.  M.),  113  Pac. 
823,  citing  this  book;  Stats.  1907,  p. 
71,  sees.  2,  39. 

North  Dakota.—St&iB.  1905,  c.  34, 
sec.  2;  Bev.  Codee  (1905),  sec.  7604 
et  seq. 

Oregon.— Williams  v.  Altnow,  51  Or. 
275,  95  Pac.  200,  97  Pac.  539;  Sim- 
mons V.  Winters,  21  Or.  35,  28  Am.  St. 
Bep.  727,  27  Pac.  7;  Hindman  t. 
Bizor,  21  Or.  112,  27  Pac.  13;  Cole  v. 
Logan,  24  Or,  304,  33  Pac.  568;  Bow- 
man V.  Bowman,  35  Or.  279,  57  Pac. 
546;  Cole  v.  Logan,  24  Or.  304,  33 
Pac.  568 ;  Glaze  v.  Frost,  44  Or.  29,  74 
Pac.  336;  Bolter  t.  Garrett,  44  Or. 
304,  75  Pac.  142;  Gardner  v.  Wright, 
49  Or.  609,  91  Pac.  286;  Mann  v. 
Parker,  48  Or.  321,  86  Pac.  598; 
Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac. 
732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728; 
Porter  v.  Pettengill  (Or.  1910),  110 
Pac.  393;  Whited  v.  Cavin  (Or.  1909), 
105  Pac.  396. 

South  Dakota. — Stenger  v.  Tharp, 
17  S.  D.  13,  94  N.  W.  402 ;  Stats.  1907, 
c.  180,  sec.  2. 

I7ta/i.— Manning  v.  Fife,  17  Utah, 
232,  54  Pac.  Ill;  Becker  v.  Marble 
etc.  Co.,  15  Utah,  225,  49  Pac.  892, 
1119;  Hague  v.  Nephi  Irr.  Co.,  16 
Utah,  421,  67  Am.  St.  Bep.  634,  52 
Pac.  765,  41  L.  B..A.  311;  Nephi  Irr. 
Co.  V.  Viekers,  29  Utah,  315,  81  Pac. 
144;  Sowards  v.  Meagher  (Utah, 
1910),  108  Pac.  1113;  Stats.  1911,  c. 
104,  p.  145,  sec.  13,  saying  "irrespec- 
tive of  carrying  capacity  of  ditch." 

Washington. — Pierce's  Code  1905, 
sec.  5836;  Miller  v.  Wheeler  (Wash. 
1909),  54  Wash.  429,  103  Pac.  641,  23 
L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  1065. 

Wyoming, — ^Johnston  v.  Little  Horse 
etc.  Co.,  13  Wyo.  208,  110  Am.  St. 
Bep.  986,  79  Pac.  22,  70  L.  B.  A.  341. 
Stats.  1907,  p.  138,  sec.  12,  saying 
"irrespective  of  carrying  capacity  of 
ditch." 

12  Infra,  sec.  576. 

18  As  to  what  is  a  reasonable  time^ 
see  sees.  383,  484,  485,  567  et  seq. 


Decrow,  132  Cal.  312,  64  Pac.  397; 
Barneich  v.  Mercy,  136  Cal.  205,  68 
Pac,  589;  Strong  v.  Baldwin,  137 
CaL  432,  70  Pac.  288 ;  Hewitt  v.  Story, 
64  Fed.  510,  12  C.  C.  A.  250,  30  L.  B. 
A.  265.  The  rule  is  enacted  in  section 
1411  of  the  Civil  Code. 

Colorado, — Yunker  v.  Nichols,  1 
Colo.  551,  8  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  64;  Combs 
▼.  Agric.  D.  Co.,  17  Colo.  146,  31  Am. 
St.  Bep.  275,  28  Pac.  966 ;  X.  Y.  etc. 
Co.  V.  Buffalo  etc.  Co.,  25  Colo.  529,  55 
Pac.  720;  I'latte  Valley  Co.  v.  Central 
Trust  Co.,  32  Colo.  102,  75  Pac.  391 ; 
Nichols  V.  Mcintosh,  19  Colo.  22,  34 
Paci  278 ;  Church  v.  StillweU,  12  Colo. 
App.  43,  54  Pac.  395;  United  States 
etc  Co.  V.  Gallegos,  89  Fed.  772,  32  C. 
C.  A.  470;  Burkart  t.  Meiberg,  37 
Colo.  187,  86  Pac.  98,  6  L.  B.  A»  N. 
8.,  1104;  Cooper  v.  Shannon,  36  Colo. 
98,  118  Am.  St.  Bep.  95,  85  Pac.  175 : 
Town  of  Sterling  v.  Pawnee  Co.,  42 
Colo.  421,  94  Pac.  341,  15  L.  B.  A.,  N. 
S.,  238;  Tubbs  v.  Boberts,  40  Colo. 
498,  92  Pac.  220;  Windsor  Co.  v.  Hoff- 
man Co.  (Colo.  1910),  109  Pac.  423; 
Same  v.  Same  (Colo.  1910),  109  Pac. 
425. 

Idaho, — ^Van  Camp  v.  Emery,  13 
Idaho,  202,  89  Pac.  752;  Drake  ▼. 
Earhart,  2  Idaho,  750,  23  Pac.  541: 
Stickney  v.  Hanrahan,  7  Idaho,  424,  63 
Pac.  189;  Kirk  v.  Bartholomew,  2 
Idaho,  1087,  29  Pac.  40. 

Montana. — Toohey  v.  Campbell,  24 
Mont.  13,  60  Pac.  396;  Quigley  v. 
Birdseye,  11  Mont.  439,  28  Pac.  741; 
Kleinschmidt  v.  G reiser,  14  Mont.  484, 
43  Am.  St.  Bep.  652,  37  Pac.  5 
(gradual  increase  allowed) ;  Creek  v. 
Bozeman  W.  Co.,  15  Mont.  121,  38 
Pac.  459 ;  Anderson  v.  Cook/  25  Mont. 
330,  64  Pac.  8V3,  65  Pac.  113;  Hilger 
T.  Sieben  (1909),  38  Mont.  93,  98  Pac. 
8S1 ;  Stats.  1907,  c.  185,  pp.  109,  489. 
See,  also,  Civ.  Code.  sece.  1881,  1884. 

S'ebrtuka.-— Courthouse  etc.  Co.  v. 
WiUard,  75  Neb.  408,  106  N.  W.  463; 
Farmers'  Irr.  Dist.  v.  Frank,  72  Neb. 
136.  100  N.  W.  286;  Cobbey's  Ann. 
Stats.,  sees.  6772,  6774. 

SevQda. — Twaddle  v.  Winters,  29 
Nev.  88,  85  Pac.  280,  89  Pac.  289; 
Simpson  v.  Williams,  18  Nev.  432,  4 
Pac.  1213;  Boeder  v.  Stein,  23  Nev. 
92,  42  Pac.  867;  Union  Mill  Co.  v. 
l>aBgberg      (Nev.),     81     Fed.     73; 
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''When  the  ^ppropriator  is  no  longer  using  the  water  either  for 
the  season  or  any  specific  time,  his  right  to  cut  off  or  interfere  with 
the  flow  of  the  stream  for  the  time  being  lapses."  ^*  In  one  case^^ 
it  is  held  that  the  appropriation  ''must  also  be  limited  in  its  ap- 
plication to  the  acreage  of  land  upon  which  previously  applied, 
except  at  such  times  as  the  water  or  some  part  thereof  may  not  be 
needed  by  others ;  and  the  owner  not  requiring  its  use  should  not 
be  permitted  to  complain  of  its  application  to  a  beneficial  use  by 
others  interested.  In  other  words,  at  all  times  that  the  water  is 
not  required  by  one  or  more,  it  must  be  at  the  disposal  of  others 
in  the  order  of  their  relative  rights  thereto."**  In  an  oft-cited 
opinion  by  Judge  Hawley  it  is  said:  **In  the  appropriation  of 
water,  there  cannot  be  any  'dog  in  the  manger'  business  by  either 
party,  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  others,  when  no  beneficial  use 
pf  the  water  is  or  can  be  made  by  the  party  causing  such  interfer- 
ence."*'' The  same  case  holds  that  waste  in  the  use  of  water  is 
not  permissible.  To  secure  protection  in  the  diversion  and  use  of 
the  waters  of  a  stream  for  irrigation,  or  any  other  purpose,  there 
must  be  an  economic,  beneficial  and  reasonable  use  thereof,  so  as 
to  prevent  waste.  An  excessive  diversion  of  water  for  any  purpose 
cannot  be  regarded  as  a  diversion  for  a  beneficial  use. 

Water  codes  usually  contain  the  provision  "beneficial  use  shall 
be  the  basis,  the  measure  and  the  limit  of  the  right."  *^  And 
statutes  generally  enact  the  same  rule  in  other  forms.** 

Beneficial  use  is  coming  to  be  called  "conservation"  of  the 
water.^ 

14  Hutchinson  v.  Watson  D.  Co.,  16  18  For  example,  Nev.  Stats.  1903,  p. 
Idaho,  484,  133  Am.  St.  Rep.  125,  101  24,  sec.  1,  1907,  p.  30 ;  N.  M.  SUts. 
Pac.  1059,  holding  that  an  ap-  1907,  c.  49,  p.  71,  sec.  2 ;  N.  D.  Stets, 
propriator  must  leave  the  water  in  its  1905,  c.  34,  sec.  2;  Rev.  Codes  (1905), 
natural  channel  except  at  such  times  sec.  7604  et  seq.;  S.  J).  Stats.  1905, 
as  he  is  actually  using  it.  See,  also,  p.  201,  sec.  2 ;  Utah  Comp.  Laws,  1907, 
Williams  v.  Altnow,  51  Or.  275,  95  sec.  1288x20.  In  the  National  Irri- 
Pac.  200,  97  Pac.  539;  Whited  v.  gation  Act,  the  law  o^  appropriation 
Cavin  (Or.  1909),  105  Pac.  396.  is  recognized,  ''Provided  that  the  right 

15  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  to  the  use  of  water  acquired  under 
Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728.  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  he  ap- 

16  Citing  Mann  v.   Parker,  48   Or.  purtenant  to  the  land  irrigated,  an«l 
321,  86  Pac.  598;  Gardner  v.  Wright,  beneficial  use  shall  be  the  basis,  the 
49  Or.  609,  637,  91  Pac.  286;  Williams  measure  and  the  limit  of  the  right" 
V.  Altnow,  51  Or.  275,  95  Pac.  200,  97  19  See  note  11,  supra. 

Pac.  539.  '     SO  Cases  dted  8upra,  sec.  ISY. 

17  Union  Mining  Co.  v.  Dangberg, 
81  Fed.  73. 
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§  479.  Same— Even  if  Less  Than  Capacity  of  Ditch.— Bene- 
ficial use  controls  to-day,  even  if  less  than  capacity  of  ditch." 
'*Tlie  right  of  a  party  in  appropriating  water  is  limited  to  the 
amount  he  actually  uses  for  a  beneficial  purpose,  not  exceeding  the 
carrying  capacity  of  his  ditch  or  canal.  "^ 

In  a  California  case  ^  the  "court  said,  per  Mr.  Justice  Van  Fleet 
(now  justice  of  the  United  States  district  court):  **An  appro- 
priation of  water  by  the  owner  of  lands  by  means  of  a  ditch  is 
not  measured  by  the  capacity  of  the  ditch  through  which  the  ap- 
propriation is  made,  but  is  limited  to  such  quantity,  not  exceeding 
the  capacity  of  the  ditch,  as  the  appropriator  may  put  to  a  useful 
purpose."^  In  a  Colorado  case^  it  is  said:  **In  order  to  consti- 
tute an  appropriation  of  water  there  must  not  only  be  a  diversion 
of  the  water  from  the  stream  and  a  carrying  of  it  to  the  place  of 
use,  but  it  must  be  beneficially  applied,  and  the  measure  of  the 
appropriation  does  not  depend  alone  upon  the  amount  diverted 
and  carried,  but  the  amount  Which  is  applied  to  a  beneficial  use 
must  also  be  considered.  For  instance,  in  the  case  of  New  Mercer 
Ditch  Co.  V.  Armstrong,^  it  was  determined  by  the  decree  that  the 
ditch  had  a  carrying  capacity  of  about  thirty-three  cubic  feet  of 
water  per  second  of  time.  It  was  constructed  to  irrigate  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land,  and  it  was  deteriAined  that  the 
appropriator  was  entitled  to  only  so  much  water  as  he  could  bene- 
ficially apply  upon  that  land."* 


21  Riverside  etc.  v.  Sargent,  112  Cal. 
230,  44  Pac.  560;  Smith  v.  Hawkins, 
120  CaL  88»  52  Pac.  139,  19  Morr. 
Min.  Bep.  243 ;  Bledsoe  v.  Decrow,  132 
Cal.  312,  64  Pac.  397;  Walker  v.  LiU- 
ingston,  137  Cal.  401,  70  Pac.  282; 
Barnes  v.  Sabron,  10  Nev.  217,  4  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  673;  Bowman  v.  Bowman, 
35  Or.  279,  57  Pac.  546;  Millheiser  t. 
Long,  10  N.  M.  99,  61  Pac.  Ill; 
Stenger  v.  Tharp,  17  S.  D.  13,  94  N. 
W.  402;  Smith  v.  Duflf  (1909),  39 
Mont.  382,  133  Am.  St.  Rep.  587,  102 
Pac.  984;  Leavitt  v.  Lassen  Irr.  Co. 
n909),  157  OaL  82,  106  Pac.  404; 
Whited  T.  Cavin  (Or.  1909).  105  Pac. 
396;  Ison  v.  StnrgiU  (Or.  1910),  109 
Pac  579 

a  Stenger  v.  Tharp,  17  S.  D.  13, 
94  N  W  402. 

M  Smith  V.  Hawkins,  120  Cal.  86,  at 
88,  52  Pac  139,  19  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
243. 


•  24  "Not  by  the  amount  which  he  took, 
not  by  the  amount  which,  he  claimed, 
not,  as  the  court  decrees,  by  an  amount 
sufficient  thoroughly  and  properly  to 
irrigate  a  thousand  acres  of  land." 
Leavitt  t.  Lassen  Irr.  Co.,  157  Cal.  82, 
106  Pac.  404  (citing  Senior  v.  Ander- 
son, 115  Cal.  496,  47  Pac.  454;  Smith 
V.  Hawkins,  120  Cal.  86,  52  Pac.  139, 
19  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  243;  Strong  v. 
Baldwin,  137  Cal.  440,  70  Pac.  288). 
In  Whited  v.  Cavin  (Or.),  105  Pac.  396, 
this  is  said  to  be  "almost  axiomatic." 
In  Salt  Lake  City  v.  Gardner  (Utah), 
114  Pac.  147,  "elementary  and  no 
longer  questioned  by  anybody." 

25  Woods  V.  Sargent,  43  Colo.  268, 
95  Pac.  932. 

1  21  Colo.  357,  40  Pac.  989. 

2  See  I'nion   Mining  Co.  v.  Dang- 
berg,  81  Fed.  73. 
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Beneficial  use  by  and  needs  of  the  appropriator,  and  not  the 
quantity  originally  diverted  or  the  capacity  of  the  ditches  con- 
structed, determines  the  limit  of  the  appropriator's  rights.  Even 
where  a  large  ditch  capacity  was  originally  actually  needed  and 
used,  lands  after  years  of  irrigation  do  not  require  the  amount 
first  essential,  because  the  law  of  nature,  added  to  improved 
methods,  greatly  reduces,  in  the  course  of  time,  the  quantity  re- 
quired.* 

It  is  sometimes  so  provided  by  statute.^ 


(3d  ©d.) 

§  480.    Time  at  Which  Beneficial  Use  is  to  be  Fiffored.— The 

tendency  of  decisions  to-day  is  to  figure  beneficial  use  solely  at  the 
very  time  when  any  controversy  arises.  But,  as  elsewhere  consid- 
ered, the  spirit  of  the  lavv  has  always  been  to  allow  a  reasonable 
time ;  ^  and  moreover  the  statutes  specifying  a  definite  number  of 
years  for  forfeiture  of  right  for  nonuse  •  must  be  given  some  force. 
Taking  the  law  as  a  whole,  it  is  a  fair  deduction  that  beneficial  use 
is  to  be  measured  a  reasonable  time  (not  exceeding  the  statutory 
period,  if  any,  for  forfeiture  by  nonuse)  prior  to  the  time  the  con- 
troversy arises ;  the  question  what  is  a  reasonable  time  being  one  of 
fact  in  each  case. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  481.  What  Constitutes  Waste.— The  following  is  a  collection 
of  various  more  or  less  specifie,  although  disconnected,  examples 
of  rulings  upon  what  does  and  does  not  constitute  beneficial  use. 
No  f  urthel"  attempt  is  made  to  classify  them,  partly  because  no  fixed 
classification  exists,'^  the  point  being  one  now  in  the  course  of  rapid 
development,  but  chiefly  because  the  question  is  one  of  fact,  a 
very  general  one,  to  be  left  broadly  to  the  jury  (or  to  the  court,  if 
sitting  without  one),  and  the  result  in  any  particular  case  will 
depend  upon  the  attitude  which  the  jury  (or  judge),  as  reasonable 


8  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95 
Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083.  at  1101,  1102, 
102  Pac.  728,  citing  United  States  v. 
Conrad  In  v.  Co.  (C.  C.  Or.),  156  Fed. 
123,  130. 

4  In  Wyomivg:  '^Rights  to  the  use 
of  water  shall  be  limited  and  restricted 
to  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  neces- 
sarily used  for  irrigation  or  other 
beneficial  purposes  as  aforesaid,  ir- 
respective of  the  carrying  capacity  of 


the  ditch,"  etc.  (Stats.  1907,  p.  138. 
sec.  12;  Rev.  Stats.  895.)  Copied  in 
Utah  Stats.  1911,  c.  104,  p.  145,  sec. 
13.  See  Montana  Stats.  1907,  p. 
484. 

5  Suprot  sec.  378,  diligence;  wfr^* 
sec.  483,  future  needs;  infra,  sec  567 
et  seq.,  abandonment. 

6  Infray  sec.  576. 

7  See  Cascade  Co.  v.  Empire  etc,  Co. 
(Colo.),  181  Fed.  1011. 
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mea,  will  take  toward  the  evidence  as  a  whole,  when  presented  to 
them  at  the  trial. 

Reference  should  also  be  made  to  preceding  sections  in  another 
chapter  considering  what  constitutes  a  beneficial  purpose.^ 

The  amount  necessary  for  beneficial  use  is  a  question  of  fact  in 
each  case.®  It  is  not  to  be  determined  by  rule  or  presumption,  but 
by  the  evidence  each  case  presents  to  the  court  or  jury.^®  Evidence 
will  be  received  of  the  number  of  acres  irrigated  and  the  needs 
per  acre,"  and  of  the  custom  of  the  locality.^  The  testimony  of 
farmers  living  in  the  vicinity  regarding  the  quantity  of  water  re- 
quired for  the  irrigation  of  crops  and  regarding  the  capacity  of  a 
flume  may  outweigh  the  testimony  of  professional  engineers.^^  In 
Oregon  it  has  been  recently  held  **  that  where  one  is  entitled  to  the 
use  of  w^ater  from  a  stream,  and  has  between  sixty  and  seventy 
acres  of  land  in  cultivation,  including  an  orchard,  if  will  be  as- 
sumed that  a  flow  of  sixty  inches  of  water  is  ample  for  his  irriga- 
tion and  domestic  requirements ;  thereby,  without  statute,  reaching 
by  presumption  substantially  the  same  rule  as  the  maximum  limit 
fixed  by  the  water  codes.*' 

Beneficial  use  necessarily  varies  with  the  humidity  of  seasons.*' 

An  appropriator  of  water  from  a  stream  for  irrigating  purposes 
is  not  confined  to  the  amount  of  water  he  used,  or  to  the  amount 
of  land  he  irrigated  during  certain  dry  seasons  when  there  was  not 
sufficient  water  to  irrigate  all  his  land  or  as  much  as  he  had  previ- 
ously irrigated.*''  **Dry  season'*  is  that  season,  regardless  of  the 
time  of  the  year,  when  irrigation  is  necessary  for  preservation  of 
crops.*®  This  season  when  irrigation  can  be  beneficially  applied  is 
also  called  the  ''irrigating  season."  *®    There  is  but  one  ** irrigating 


8  Supra,  sec.  378  et  seq. 
•  X.  Y.  etc.  Co.  V.  Buffalo  etc.  Co., 
25  Colo.  529,  55  Pac.  720. 

10  In  Schodde  v.  Twin  Falls  Co. 
(Idaho),  161  Fed.  43,88  C.  C.  A.  207, 
a  current-wheel  is  held  per  se  a  waste- 
ful method  of  use.  But  as  to  this 
ewe,  see  supra,  sec.  310. 

11  Kirk  V.  Bartholomew,  2  Idaho, 
1087,  29  Pac.  40,  3  Idaho,  367,  29  Pac. 
4('. 

12  Bodgers  v.  Pitt,  89  Fed.  420. 

13  Twaddle  v.  Winters,  29  Nev.  88, 
85  Pac.  280,  89  Pac.  289. 

14  Gardner  v.  Wright,  49  Or.  609,  91 
ftuj.  286. 

u  Infra,  sec.  487. 


le  GotelU  v.  Cardelli,  26  Nev.  382, 
69  Pac.  8. 

17  Rodgers  v.  Pitt,  129  Fed.  932, 
saying:  "During  the  dry  years  there 
was  not  sufficient  water  to  furnish  the 
necessary  supply.  Complainant  could 
not  obtain  sufficient  water  to  irrigate 
the  land.  The  complainant  certainly 
ought  not  to  be  confined  to  the  amount 
of  water  he  used,  and  to  the  number 
of  acres  irrigated  during  the  dry 
seasons.'' 

18  Daly  V.  Ruddell,  137  Cal.  671, 
676,  70  Pac.  784.  • 

19  See  Twaddle  v.  Winters,  29  Nev. 
88,  85  Pac.  280,  89  Pac.  289;  Ander- 
son Y.  Bassman,  140  Fed.  14. 
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adopted.^^    Advance   in   methods   of   irrigation,  and   increase  in 
numbei'  of  users,  must  be  considered  in  deciding  the  requirement 
for  beneficial  use,  and  thereby  the  extent  of  the  appropriation.** 
Recent  statutes  frequently  make  waste  criminal. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  482.  Same. — ^Merely  that  in  the  earlier  history  of  the  vicin- 
ity large  quantities  were  diverted  and  actually  applied  notwith- 
standing the  ditches  first  constructed  had  sufficient  capacity  to 
carry  such  supply,  does  not  necessarily  show  that  such  amount  was 
really  needed.  Beneficial  use  is  measured  by  conditions  at  time  of 
suit.  Improved  methods  may  limit  the  amount  below  that  origin- 
ally used.  In  Hough  v.  Porter  ^^  Mr.  Justice  King  says:  "Owing 
to  the  little  demand  and  large  proportionate  supply  in  use  by  those 
along  Silver  creek  and  its  branches  in  the  early  eighties,  together 
with  the  lack  of  general  knowledge  and  experience  on  the  subject 
throughout  the  state,  wasteful  methods  at  that  time  were,  no  doubt, 
common ;  but  of  recent  years  improved  means  throughout  the  West 
have  come  into  use,  and  a  scarcity  of  the  supply  has  made  a  more 
economic  use  necessary.  The  result  is  that  the  law  has  become  well 
settled  that  beneficial  use  and  needs  of  the  appropriator,  and  not 
the  capacity  of  the  ditches  or  quantity  first  applied,  is  the  measure 
and  limit  of  the  right  of  such  appropriators.*''  ....  The  farmer 
at  first  may  have  needed  but  one  hundred  inches  of  water  and 
yet  constructed  ditches  carrying  three  times  that  quantity,  using  it 
in  a  wasteful  manner,  which  right  he  still  insists  upon  by 
reason  of  the  ditch,  when  first  constructed,  being  of  suflBcient 
capacity  to  carry  the  excessive  supply.  It  is  well  settled  that  such 
a  claim  cannot  be  successfully  maintained."*®  In  another  Oregon 
case  ^®  it  is  said:  "He  also  says  that  during  the  time  he  owned  the 


H  Rodgers  v.  Pitt,  129  Fed.  932, 
saying:  "The  court  cannot,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  law  upon  the  subject, 
compel  the  farmers  to  use  any  partic- 
ular system,  but  it  might,  in  a  case 
where  an  extravagant  and  wasteful 
system  is  used,  which  demands  more 
water  than  they  are  entitled  to  by 
virtue  of  their  appropriations,  declare 
that  under  such  circumstances  they 
were  not  entitled  to  the  quantity  of 
water  they  were  using,  and  give  the 
6X0688  to  subsequent  appropriators." 


15  Hough  V.  Porter.  51  Or.  318,  9-^ 
Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  72S. 

16  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac 
1083 ,  102  Pac.  728. 

17  Citing  this  book,  2d  ed.,  p.  263; 
Seaweard  v.  Pacific  L.  Co.,  49  Or.  157, 
88  Pac.  963 ;  Gardner  v.*  Wright,  49 
Or.  609,  91  Pac.  286;  Union  Mill. 
M.  Co.  V.  Dangberg  (C.  C),  81  Fe-l 
73,  119;  Anderson  v.  Bassman  (C.  C.)> 
140  Fed.  26. 

18  Citing  Seaweard  v.  Pacific  L.  Co., 
49  Or.  157,  161,  88  Pac.  963. 

19  Davis  V.  Chamberlain,  51  Or.  304, 
98  Pac.  154. 
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Davenport  ditch  he  used  it  in  mining  during  the  winter  months  and 
up  to  the  1st  of  June — ^up  to  the  irrigating  season.  ^That  is  the 
way  we  used  it.'  Hence  there  does  not  exist  in  the  owners  of 
either  the  Farmers'  ditch  or  the  Davenport  ditch  any  right  to 
divert  water  thereby  after  the  1st  of  June.  An  appropriation  of 
water  is  limited  in  every  case  in  quantity  as  well  as  for  the  period 
of  time  for  which  the  appropriation  is  made.''^ 

The  Land  OflSce  has  ruled  that  the  final  and  only  conclusive  proof 
of  reclamation  under  the  Reclamation  Act  is  production.^* 

In  an  Idaho  case  the  facts  were  held  to  show  beneficial  use  by  a 
party  for  irrigation  at  some  times  and  for  mining  at  the  remaining 
tinies.^  In  another  Idaho  case  ^  defendants  had,  dut-ing  the  irriga- 
tion season,  diverted  and  used  the  waters  of  Snake  River  since  the 
year  1885.  After  the  irrigation  season,  and  about  the  15th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1907,  the  defendants,  having  no  use  for  the  water  until 
the  next  season,  nevertheless  shut  down  their  headgate  at  the 
head  of  the  slough,  and  also  placed  therein  a  dam  of  earth  and  rock 
so  as  to  prevent  the  water  from  flowing  down  the  channel  through 
Watson  slough,  and  diverted  and  deflected  the  whole  body  of  the 
stream  into  the  main  channel  of  Snake  River,  and  thereby  cut  off 
from  plaintiff  the  flow  of  water  in  Watson  slough.  This  time  when 
the  water  is  not  in  use  by  the  defendant  was  held  not  covered  by 
its  appropriation,  and  during  such  times  it  is  as  though  there  were 
no  appropriation  at  all,  and  the  waters  are  the  same  as  if  unappro- 
priated, and  the  diverter  is  a  stranger,  intermeddler  or  interloper 
with  respect  to  the  watercourse.  As  to  plaintiff,  he,  subsequent  to 
defendant's  appropriation,  took  up,  about  1891,  riparian  land 
through  which  the  slough  runs  and  he  has  for  more  than  seventeen 
years  last  past  been  using  the  waters  naturally  flowing  in  the 
stream  and  watercourse  for  domestic  purposes  end  for  watering 
his  livestock,  and  claims  that  as  a  riparian  owner  he  is  entitled  to 
the  continued  use  thereof  and  to  have  the  water  flow  through  his 
lands  in  its  natural  course  when  not  used  for  irrigation  or  other 
purposes  by  prior  appropriators  in  conformity  with  law.  He  was 
upheld  in  this  claim. 

»  Citing   Simmons  v.   Winters,   21  ti  37  Land  Dec.  468. 

Or.  35,  28  Am.  St.  Bep.  727,  27  Pac.  _  ^     ,         ,       ^  ,.  ^,  . 

7;  MePhee  v.  Kelsey,  44  Oi».  193,  74  ^  Lockwood  v.  Freeman,  15  Idaho, 

Pac.  401,  75  Pac.  713 ;  Barnes  v.  Sa-  395,  98  Pac.  295. 

'r3ri*lchronT'PeS,1rA^S:  -  Hutchinson    v.    Wat.on    D.    Co. 

.107.  .514,  22  L.  Ed.  414,  1  Morr.  Min,  (1909),  16  Idaho,  484,  133  Am.  St. 
Bep.  583.  Bep.  125,  101  Pac.  1059. 
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0.    ANNUAL  INCREASE  OP  USE. 
(3a  ©d.y  // 

§  483.  Future  Needs. — ^In  considering  the  amount  of  water  to 
which  an  appropriator  is  entitled,  there  is  introduced  a  new  feature 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  irrigation.  The  history  and  principles 
so  far  stated  show  that  the  system  of  appropriation  aims  fonda- 
mentally  at  definiteness  and  certainty.  It  allowed  the  prior  appro- 
priator to  take  what  he  wanted  and  do  with  it  what  he  wanted,  if 
he  let  the  world  know,  so  that  later  comers  would  have  to  take 
things  as  they  found  them,  and  would  know  what  they  could  take. 
Consequently,  as  regards  the  limitation  to  beneficial  use,  later 
appropriators  liad  to  look  solely  at  the  amount  the  prior  appro- 
priator was  actually  applying  to  a  beneficial  purpose  at  the  time 
the  subsequent  claimant  arrived.  For  any  enlargement  of  amount 
used  thereafter  the  prior  claimant  had  to  take  his  chances  witb 
others  at  the  time  he  sought  to  increase  the  amount.^^ 

But  while  in  mining  a  fixed  amount  may  usually  be  sufficient 
from  the  start  for  all  purposes,  in  irrigation  of  newly  settled  land 
it  will  not.  The  need  for  water  grows  as  the  area  cultivated  grows. 
The  settler  can  cultivate,  perhaps,  only  a  few  acres  the  first  year; 
but  he  does  everything  with  a  view  to  later  expansion.  As  is  said 
in  one  case,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  reclamation  of  the 
entire  area  owned  at  the  time  of  diversion  is  contemplated.^  Be- 
fore his  larger  acreage  is  cleared  and  planted,  however  (which  mav 
take  several  years),  other  claimants  to  the  use  of  the  water  have 
arrived.  Does  the  law  allow  the  former  to  continue  increasing  his 
use  in  the  face  of  these  later  claimants  f 

It  seems  well  settled  that  such  is  the  rule.  The  amount  used  need 
not  be  a  fixed,  constant  quantity.  The  amount  used  is  still  a  limit. 
as  previously  set  forth.  But  it  is  a  movable  limit,  which  may 
gradually  increase  as  the  irrigator's  needs  increase.  The  principle 
has  been  repeatedly  affirmed.^    In   California  this   principle  was 


24  Compare  Windsor  Bes.  Co.  t. 
Lake  Supply  Co.,  44  Colo.  214,  98  Pac. 
729. 

26  Seaweard  v.  Pacific  etc.  Co.,  49 
Or.  157,   88   Pac.   963. 

1  Colorado:  See  New  Mercer  etc. 
Co.  V.  Armstrong,  21  Colo.  357,  40 
Pac.  989.  (Dictum,  but  enlargement 
not  upheld  on  facts.)  Just  as  in 
California,  there  seems  to  be  no  actual 
decision  in  Colorado  to  this  effect. 


Idaho:  Hall  v.  Blackman,  8  Idaho, 
272,  68  Pae.  19;  Conant  v.  Jones,  3 
Idaho,  606,  32  Pac.  250;  Brown  t. 
Newell,  12  Idaho,  166,  85  Pac  385. 

Montana:  Kleinschmidt  v.  Greis«r, 
14  Mont.  484,  43  Am.  St.  Bep.  652, 
37  Pac.  5;  Arnold  .t.  Passavant,  19 
Mont.  575,  49  Pac.  400. 

Nevada:  Barnes  v.  Sabron,  10  Xer. 
217,  4  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  673;  BoUgeis 
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affirmed  in  Senior  y.  Anderson ;  ^  though  the  enlargement  was  not 
upheld  on  the  facts  of  the  case.  There  seems  no  other  California 
decision  on  the  point,  the  court  relying  on  Oregon  cases.'XIn  a 
later  case  the  California  court  said:  '^ There  are  cases  whicn  hold 
that  the  diversion  of  a  large  quantity  of  water  is  a  good  appropria- 
tion of  the  whole  ab  initio,  although  it  is  not  all  used  at  first,  if  the 
design  is  gradually  to  extend  the  use,  and  that  design  is  carried  out 
before  an  adverse  appropriation  of  the  surplus  below  the  point 
where  it  is  returned  to  the  stream.  But  this  is  a  point  which  has 
not  been  argued,  and  we  merely  allude  to  it  in  passing."*  The 
essential  point  of  the  rule  is  not  correctly  stated  in  this  passage, 
since  the  essence  of  the  rule  is  that  the  design  may  be  carried  out 
in  spite  of  an  intervening  appropriation  elsewhere  on  the  stream,  as 
the  quotations  below  show. 

The  same  doctrine  has  been  applied  to  future  enlargement  of  use 
for  power  purposes  as  well  as  irrigation.* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  484.  Same. — ^There  are  limitations  upon  this  principle  of 
figuring  future  needs  in  the  amount  appropriated  though  not  at 
present  used.  These  limitations  are  but  applications  of  the  rules 
heretofore  stated  for  determination  of  the  amount  to  which  an 
appropriator  is  entitled,  which  apply  to  future  use  as  much  as  to 
present  use. 

First,  the  future  needed  amount  must  be  originally  claimed  at 
the  time  of  initiating   the   appropriation;    being   the    limitation 


▼.  Pitt,  129  Fed.  932 ;  Union  Mining 
Co.  7.  Dangberg,  81  Fed.  73. 

Oregon:  Nevada  D.  Co.  v.  Bennett, 
30  Or.  59,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  777,  45 
Pac.  472;  Glaze  v.  Frost,  44  Or.  29, 
74  Pac.  336;  Seaweard  v.  Pacific  etc. 
To.,  49  Or.  157,  88  Pac.  963;  Ison  v. 
SturgiU  (Or.),  109  Pac.  579  (dictum). 

Utah:  EUiot  v.  Whitmore,  23  Utah, 
342,  90  Am.  St.  Rep.  7(m,  65  Pac.  70; 
Sowarda  t.  Meagher  (Utah),  108  Pac. 
1113. 

Waghington :  Longmire  ▼.  Smith,  26 
Wash.  439,  67  Pac.  246,  58  L.  R.  A. 
308.  See,  also,  Avery  v.  Johnson 
(Wash.),  109  Pac.  1028.    • 

a  115  Cal.  496,  47  Pac  454. 

'  Compare  the  following:  An  ap- 
propriator using  twenty«five  inches  en- 
ter^ into   a    contract   reserving    his 

Water  Bighta— 88 


"present  right."  It  was  held  that 
water  for  future  needs  was  not  re- 
served under  "present  right."  South- 
side  etc.  Co.  V.  Burson,  147  Cal.  401, 
81  Pac.  1107.  Compare  Duckworth  v. 
Watsonville  Co.,  158  Cal.  206,  110  Pac. 
927,  holding  an  appropriation  for  town 
supply  cannot  be  increased  with 
growth  of  the  town,  or  for  emergency 
use,  against  other  appropriators.  See^ 
also.  Cox  V.  Clough,  70  Cal.  349,  11 
Pac.  732. 

■*  Hubbs  and  Miners*  Ditch  Co.  t. 
Pioneer  Water  Co.,  148  Cal.  407,  83 
Pac.  253. 

B  Trade  Dollar  etc.  Co.  v.  Fraser 
(Idaho),  148  Fed.  587,  79  C.  C.  A.  37; 
T^^nion  Min.  Co.  v.  Dangberg,  81  Fed. 
73;  McFarland  ▼•  Alaska  etc  Co.|  3 
Alaska,  308. 
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already  stated,  to  the  original  claim.  The  fiiture  needs  most  have 
been  in  mind  and  claimed  at  the  time  the  appropriation  was 
originally  made,  and  not  a  mere  afterthought.®  That  is,  the  en- 
larged use  must  be  part  of  an  original  policy  of  expansion.  Other- 
wise, it  cannot  prevail  over  interveners^  Water  for  future  needs 
must  have  been  part  of  the  original  appropriation,  and  if  a  decree 
settling  rights  is  made,  such  right,  if  not  included  therein,  cannot 
be  claimed  thereafter.*  Use  on  after-acquired  land  must  have  been 
contemplated  at  the  time  of  the  original  appropriation.^ 

Second,  the  future  enlargement  cannot  exceed  the  original 
capacity  of  the  ditch.^®  Among  the  settled  propositions  of  the  law 
of  appropriation.  Judge  Hawley"  includes  the  following:  "That 
if  the  water  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  irrigating  lands  owned  by 
the  appropriator,  the  right  is  not  confined  to  the  amount  of  water 
used  at  the  time  the  appropriation  is  made;  that  the  appropriator 
is  entitled  not  only  to  his  needs  and  necessities  at  that  time,  but  to 
sudb  other  and  further  amount  of  water,  within  the  capacity  of  his 
ditch,  as  would  be  required  for  the  future  improvement  and  ex- 
tended cultivation  of  his  land,  if  the  right  is  otherwise  kept  up."" 

Third,  he  can  hold  this  future  needed  amount  only  for  a  reason- 
able time ;  if  he  holds  it,  without  using  it,  longer  than  is  reasonable 
under  the  circumstances  of  each  case,  the  right  to  it  is  lost  by 
abandonment,  and  he  will  be  limited  to  the  amount  in  use  at  the 
time  of  an  intervening  appropriation  by  another.  Four  years  were 
held  to  be  an  unreasonable  time  in  Senior  v.  Anderson,*^  on  the 
facts  of  that  case,  saying:  **We  do  not  hold  that  the  Hines  appro- 
priation is  limited  by  the  quantity  of  water  he  could  put  to  a  useful 
purpose  upon  his  land  the  first  or  second  year,  but  to  such  quantity 
as  he  could  put  to  a  useful  purpose  upon  his  land,  within  a  reason- 
able time  by  the  use  of  reasonable  diligence We  think  that 


a  Becker  v.  Marble  Creek  etc.  Co., 
15  Utah,  225,  49  Pac.  892,  1119; 
Brown  v.  Baker,  39  Or.  66,  65  Pac. 
799,  66  Pac.  193 ;  Toohey  v.  Campbell, 
24  Mont.  13,  60  Pac.  396;  Tanghen- 
baugh  V.  Clark,  6  Colo.  App.  235,  40 
Pac.  153;  Ison  v.  SturgiU  (Or.  1910), 
109  Pac.  379;  Porter  v.  Pettengill 
(Or.),  110  Pac.  393;  Long  on  Irriga- 
tion, sec.  59. 

7  Ibid.;  Sieber  t.  Frink,  7  Colo. 
148,  2  Pac.  901. 

8  Farmers'   Union  etc  Co.  y.  Bio 


Grande  etc.  Co.,  37  Colo.  512,  86  Pfcc 
1042. 

»  Rutherford  v.  Lucerne  etc.  Co.,  12 
Wyo.  299,  75  Pac.  445. 

10  McDonald  v.  Lannen,  19  Mont 
78,  47  Pac.  648. 

11  Union  etc.  Co.  ▼.  Dangberg,  81 
Fed.  73.     The  italics  are  ours, 

12  See  cases  cited  supra,  sec.  475, 
capacity  of  ditch.  See,  also,  Smith  v. 
Duff  (1909),  39  Mont.  182,  133  Am, 
St.  Rep.  507,  102  Pac  984. 

13  Supra, 


im 
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the  time  elapsing  after  1883  ^^  was  ample  to  bring  under  cultivation 
all  the  land  upon  the  Hine»  place  intended  for  cultivation  by  the 
use  of  water."  This  is  the  requirement  of  beneficial  use  adapted 
to  a  situation  demanding  delay .^^  What  is  a  reasonable  time  is  a 
question  of  fact  in  eacb  case.  ^' What  is  a  reasonable  time  in  which 
to  apply  water  originally  intended  to  be  used  for  some  beneficial 
purpose  depends  upon  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking  and  the 
natural  obstacles  to  be  eiicountered  in  executing  the  design."  ^®  It 
has  been  held  that  the  time  during  which  a  colonization  company 
was  seeking  to  induce  immigration  is  a  reasonable  time.^*^  Five 
years  have  been  held  too  long ;  *®  ten  years ;  ^  thirteen  years ;  ^ 
eighteen  years.^  On  the  other  hand,  seven  years  have  been  held 
a  reasonable  time ;  ^  thirteen  years ;  ®  fourteen  years.^  In  Cali- 
fornia there  is  ground  for  saying  that  five  years  will  be  a  limit. 
In  Smith  v.  Hawkins,^  it  was  laid  down  as  a  general  proposition  in 
California  that  in  all  bases  the  right  is  lost  by  forfeiture  if  there 
is  a  failure  for  five  years  to  apply  the  water  to  a  beneficial  use. 
The  principle  of  forfeiture  after  a  definite  period  of  nonuse  ap- 
pears also  in  the  recent  water  codes.*  For  example,  in  the  Idaho 
statute  it  is  provided  that  actual  application  and  use  of  the  waters 
must  be  made  within  a  time  fixed  by  the  State  Engineer  when  he 
issues  the  permit  of  appropriation,  and  shall  not  exceed  four  years.^ 
In  adjudication  of  existing  priorities  by  the  courts,  the  time,  not 
exceeding  four  years,  and  the  amount,  for  future  needs,  must  be 
fixed  by  the  decree.*    Similar  provisions  fixing  the  time  for  future 


M  To  1887. 

u  Cf.  anU,  sec.  383,  diligence. 

^  Seaweard  v.  Pacific  etc.  Co.,  49 
Or.  157,  88  Pac.  693. 

IT  Nevada  Ditch  Co.  v.  Bennett.  30 
Or.  59,  60  Am.  St.  Bep.  777,  45  Pac. 
472. 

^  Seaweard  ▼.  Pacific  etc.  Co.,  49 
Or.  157,  88  Pac.  963. 

»  Hindman  v.  Rizor,  21  Or.  112, 
27  Pie.  13;  Cole  v.  Logan,  24  Or.  304, 
33  Pac  668;  Hough  v.  Porter,  51  Or. 
318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102 
Pac.  728. 

»  Low  V.  Bi«or,  25  Or.  651,  37  Pac. 
82. 

»i  New  Mercer  etc.  Co.  v.  Ann- 
itrong,  21  Colo.  357,  40  Pac.  989. 

22  Mon  V.  BoBC,  27  Or.  595,  50  Am. 
8t.  Bep.  743,  41  Pac.  666. 

a  Semble,  Bodgen  y.  Pitt,  129 
Fed.  932. 


1  Semble,  Hall  y.  Blackman,  8 
Idaho,  272,  68  Pac.  19. 

On  what  is  a  reasonable  time  see, 
alflo,  Gates  v.  Settlors'  Co.,  19  Okl.  83, 
91  Pac.  856;  Brown  v.  Newell,  12 
Idaho,  166,  85  Pac.  385,  citing  Idaho 
cases;  Beers  v.  Sharpe,  44  Or.  386,  75 
Pac.  719;  Nevada  etc.  Co.  v.  Bennett, 
30  Or.  59,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  777,  45 
Pac.  472;  Conant  v.  Jones,  3  Idaho, 
606,  32  Pac.  250.  See  supra,  sec.  383, 
diligence. 

2  110  Cal.  122,  42  Pac.  453,  affirmed 
in  120  Cal.  86,  52  Pac.  139,  19  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  243.  The  case  of  Smith  v. 
Hawkins  is  quoted  and  considered 
again  later,  infra,  sec.  575. 

8  Infra,  sec.  576. 

4  Stats.  1903,  p.  223,  sees.  1,  2,  6; 
sec.  1,  as  amended  1905,  p.  357. 
6  Ibid.,  tec.  38. 
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application  of  the  water  exist  in  the  statutes  passed  since  1903,  by 
some  of  the  other  States.  The  Idaho  statute  in  1907  •  provides  that 
the  forfeiture  for  the  statutory  period  of  nonuse  (five  years)  shall 
not  apply  to  the  matter  now  under  consideration. 

Fourth,  probably,  until  the  appropriator's  future  needs  have 
become  present  needs,  and  the  extra  amount  is  actually  used,  others 
may  use  the  water  temporarily.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  485.     Same. — Some  general  quotations  may  be  added.    In 

Arnold  v.  Passavant,®  the  appropriation  was  made  for  one  hundred 
and  eighty  acres,  but  only  forty-five  were  cultivated  at  the  time  a 
later  claim  was  initiated.  The  prior  claim  for  enough  to  irrigate 
one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  was  upheld,  the  evidence  being  "that 
he  cultivated  his  land  and  used  water  to  irrigate  it,  as  he  and  his 
partner  got  money  in  their  pockets."  In  Hall  v.  Blackman*  the 
court  says:  **The  history  of  irrigation  in  this  State  shows  that  the 
public  lands  have  generally  been  taken  by  poor  men,  and  that  they 
have  not  in  twenty  years  brought  into  cultivation  one-half  the 
land  taken  by  them, 'and  if  our  irrigation  laws  required  them  to 
cultivate  all  of  their  land  in  a  very  short  time  or  lose  the  right  to 
water  that  they  had  diverted  and  taken  to  the  place  of  intended 
use,  it  would  result  in  defeating  the  very  purpose  of  the  public 
land  laws  of  Congress  and  defeat  most  settlers  in  acquiring  the 
right  to  the  use  of  sufficient  water  to  irrigate  their  lands."  In 
Rodgers  v.  Pitt,^^  Judge  Hawley  says:  **The  conditions  [draining 
sloughs  and  plowing  sagebrush]  on  the  land  had  to  be  changed 
in  order  to  apply  the  water  claimed  and  appropriated  to  a  useful 
and  beneficial  purpose.  It  was  part  of  the  enterprise  which 
Marker  had  in  view  in  making  his  appropriation.  There  is  no 
principle  of  law  that  required  him  under  such  circumstances  to 
delay  making  his  appropriation  until  after  he  succeeded  in  drain- 
ing the  land  and  putting  it  in  a  condition  where  it  could  be  culti- 
vated.'' Kinney  on  Irrigation ^^  says:  **We  find  that  the  rule  is 
that  he  may  make  an  appropriation  of  all  the  water  that  he  will 
need  upon  his  land,  and  that  the  fact  that  he  does  not  make 
immediate  use  of  the  whole  land  will  not  destroy  his  priority  of 

«  Stats.   1907,  p.  507.  »  8  Idaho,  272,  68  Pac  19. 

T  See  Seaweard  v.  Pacific  etc.  Co.,  w  129  Fed.  932. 

49  Or.  157,  88  Pac.  963.  n  Sec.  668a.    And  see  Long  on  If- 

s  19  Mont.  275,  41  Pac.  400.  ligation,  see.  -48. 
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right  if  he  continues  the  development  of  his  land  and  makes  a  full 
use  of  his  water-right  within  a  reasonable  time." 

A  recent  Oregon  case^  says:  **When  an  ordinarily  prudent 
person  makes  a  prior  appropriation  to  irrigate  arid  land  of  which 
he  iB  the  owner,  pr  in  the  lawful  possession  expecting  to  acquire 
title  thereto,  if  such  land  will  be  benefited  by  irrigation,  and  the 
volume  of  the  stream  is  suflBcient  therefor,  it  is  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  he  has  in  mind  both  the  extent  of  his  land  and  the  amount 
of  the  water  at  the  time  of  his  appropriation,  and  that  he  intends 
to  reclaim  the  entire  area  thereof,  either  by  the  ditches  constructed 
at  the  time  or  by  a  canal  system  then  in  contemplation.  But 
pioneers  on  the  public  domain  do  not  ordinarily  possess  great 
wealth,  and  hence  cannot  rapidly  convert  arid  land  into  farms; 
and,  such  being  the  case,  the  law  allows  a  reasonable  time  in  which 
to  complete  the  appropriation.  If  the  increase  in  the  area  of 
arable  land  for  the  irrigation  of  which  water  has  been  diverted 
varies  with  and  is  measured  by  the  lapse  of  time,  the  additional 
application  of  water  annually  to  meet  the  augmented  demand 
causes  the  appropriation  to  relate  back  to  its  inception,  thereby 
cutting  off  all  intervening  rights  of  adverse  claimants  to  the  use 
of  such  water.**  What  is  a  reasonable  time  in  which  to  apply 
water  originally  intended  to  be  used  for  some  beneficial  purpose 
depends  upon  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking  and  the  natural 
obstacles  to  be  encountered  in  executing  the  design."  ** 

The  supreme  court  of  Utah  has  recently  held  that,  where  done 
in  good  faith,  an  appropriation  may  be  made  wholly  for  future 


use. 


15 


^  Seaweard  ▼.  Pacific  etc.  Co.,  49 
Or.  157,  88  Pac.  963. 

13  Citing  Simmons  v.  Winters,  21 
Or.  35,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  727,  27  Pac. 
7;  Hin<lnian  v.  Rizor,  21  Or.  112,  27 
Pac.  13;  Cole  v.  Logan,  24  Or.  304,  33 
Pac.  568;  Smyth  v.  Neal,  31  Or.  105, 
49  Pac.  850. 

1*  Citing  Hindman  v.  Rizor,  21  Or. 
112,  27  Pac.  13;  Nevada  Ditch  Co.  v. 
Bennett,  30  Or.  59,  85,  60  Am.  St. 
Rep.  777,  45  Pac.  472. 

"In  the  meantime,  however,  he  is 
onl^  entitled  to  such  water  from  year 
to  ^ear  as  he  puts  to  a  beneficial  use. 
A  person  may  add  his  application  of 
water  thereto  for  irrigation  as  his 
neeenities  may  demand,  as  hia  abil- 


ities may  permit,  until  he  has  put  to 
a  beneficial  use  the  entire  amount  of 
water  at  first  diverted  by  him  and 
conducted  to  the  point  of  intended 
use."  Conant  v.  Jones,  3  Idaho,  606, 
32  Pac.  250. 

"Respondent  has  increased  the  area 
of  his  irrigated  lands  in  the  last  few 
years,  which  we  think  he  had  a  perfect 
right  to  do."  Lockwood  v.  Freeman, 
15  Idaho,  395,  98  Pac.  295. 

15  "May  an  application  be  made  to 
appropriate  water  for  a  beneficial  pur- 
pose so  contemplated  in  the  future t 
We  confess  that  the  question  is  open 
to  debate,  and  is  not  free  of  doubt. 
We  have,  however,  with  some  hesi- 
tancy, reached  the  conclusion  that  such 
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Rights  pending  completion  at  the  time  a  decree  is  rendered  set- 
tling rights  must  be  left  open  by  the  decree.^* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  486a.  Ekime. — ^Upon  the  proper  classification  of  this  principle 
which,  adapting  an  expression  of  Judge  Hawley's,  we  have  called 
''appropriation  for  future  needs,*'  the  cases  are  not  always  agreed, 
We  have  considered  it  as  a  question  of  the  amount  of  water  which 
an  appropriator  may  hold  against  others.  This  follows  the  original 
theory  of  appropriation  as  being  complete  on  diversion  and  prima 
facie  to  the  amount  of  the  capacity  of  the  ditch,  the  question  of 
when  actual  use  is  or  is  not  made  being  a  question  of  waste  and 
abandonment.  In  the  foregoing  quotations  this  point  of  view  ap- 
pears in  such  expressions  as  holding  ''the  water  they  had  diverted 
and  taken  to  the  place  of  intended  use.''  On  the  other  hand,  it 
is  often  considered  as  a  question  in  the  making  of  an  appropria- 
tion, on  the  theory  that  the  appropriation  is  not  complete  until  ac- 
tual use  is  made.  According  to  this  view,  the  principles  we  have 
given  are  to  be  classified  as  follows :  The  contemplation  of  the  en- 
largement is  equivalent  to  the  bona  fide  intention  required  in 
making  an  appropriation ;  as  to  reasonable  time,  that  is  the  element 
of  diligence ;  as  to  temporary  use  of  interveners,  that  is  the  principle 
of  relating  back  delayed  to  actual  application  instead  of  taking 
place  on  diversion.  This  latter  view  of  the  proper  place  of  the 
principle  appears  above  in  an  Oregon  case  which  says:  "The  addi- 
tional application  of  water  annually  to  meet  the  augmented  de- 
mand causes  the  appropriation  to  relate  back  to  its  inception, 
thereby  cutting  off  all  intervening  rights  of  adverse  claimants  to 
the  use  of  the  water. "  To  the  writer  it  seems  an  illustration  of  the 
theory  that  the  diversion  completes  the  appropriation  and  the 
capacity  of  the  ditch  is  prima  facie  the  amount  thereof,  but  that 
waste  or  failure  of  beneficial  use  rebuts  the  prima  facie  case  on  the 
principles  of  abandonment  or  forfeiture. 

It  is  a  rule  of  holding  the  capacity  of  the  ditch  for  future  use. 
Prim^  facie,  the  capacity  of  the  ditch,  being  the  amount  in  actual 
possession,  is,  as  already  discussed,  the  amount  appropriated;  but 

an  application  may  properly  be  made  not   made   for   the   purpose   of  mere' 

when  it  is   made  in   good  faith  and  speculation  or  monopoly."    Sowards  v. 

with  an  actual  bona  fide  intention  and  Meagher  (Utah),  108  Pac.  1113. 

a   present   design   to   appropriate   the  18  Conl^  y,  Djetf  43  Colo.  22,  d5 

water  for  a  beneficial  use,  though  con-  Pac  304. 
templated  in  the  future,  and  when  it  is 
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all  not  used  within  a  reasonable  time  is  abandoned.  Where  due 
diligence  is  used  to  put  the  full  capacity  to  use  within  a  reasonable 
time,  abandonment  is  negatived.  The  principle  is  sometimes  called 
that  of  annual  increase  of  irrigation;  but  the  designation  of  ''ap- 
propriation for  future  needs"  which  is  suggested  by  an  expression 
in  an  opinion  above  quoted  from  Judge  Hawley,  is  more  expres- 
sive of  the  situation,  since  the  rule  is  one  of  holding  the  capacity 
of  the  ditch  for  the  future  enlarged  cultivation.  It  is  an  example 
of  the  possessory  side  of  the  law.^®* 

We  have  discussed  this  point  at  some  length  because  it  is  one 
of  unusual  importance,  and  because  it  indicates  a  "possessory"  sur- 
vival in  fitting  the  law  of  appropriation  to  irrigation.  It  seems 
to  the  writer  one  of  the  unconscious  instances  in  which  irrigation 
has  induced  in  the  law  of  appropriation  a  tendency  to  adopt  some 
of  the  principles  of  the  common  law  of  riparian  rights.  It 
undoubtedly  lessens  the  insistence  upon  actual  use,  when  the  right 
may  thus  lie  in  abeyance  for  years  without  use,  not  unlike  the  way 
it  does  at  common  law. 

The  present  policy  is  to  favor  those  who  actually  undertake  to 
settle  in  the  hitherto  unsettled  regions  and,  toward  them,  to  be 
liberal  in  enforcing  the  rule  of  beneficial  use.  Correspondingly, 
this  liberality  to  the  first  settlers  somewhat  discourages  later 
arrivals;  but  irrigation  actually  undertaken  is  considered  worth 
more  than  later  possibilities. 

D.     DUTY  AND  MEASUREMENT  OP  WATER. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  486.  Measurement  of  Water. — ^The  original  standard  of 
measurement  was  the  miner's  inch.  The  courts,  however,  do  not 
insist,  aside  from  statute,  upon  any  special  mode  of  designation. 
**That  is  certain  which  can  be  made  certain;  and  if  any  particular 
kind  of  water  measurement  has  been  in  use  in  that  locality,  such 
customary  measurement  would  apply  in  a  determination  of  the 
extent  of  plaintiff's  ownership  in  the  carrying  capacity  of  the 
pipe-line."" 

'^  See  partieiilarlj  sec.  139,  supra,  held,  also  shows  that  it  could  not  have 

17  Collins  ▼.  Gray,  3  Cal.  App.  723,  been  according  to  the  statutoxy  defi- 

86  Pac.  893.     "Inch"  means  any  meas-  nition.     Logan     v.     Guichard      (Cal. 

nrement   shown   by    evidence,    but    is  1911),     114     Pac.     989.     See,     also, 

nicaningless  where  the  evidence  shows  Crane  v.  McMurtrie  (N.  J.  1911}|  78 

BO  method  of  measurement,  and,  it  is  Atl.  170. 
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What  coDStitutea  a  miner's  inch  varies  in  different  localities." 
It  is  said  of  the  California  inch:  "The  term  'miner's  inch'  is  more 
or  less  indefinite,  for  the  reason  that  California  water  companies 
do  not  all  use  the  same  head  above  the  center  of  the  aperture. 
and  the  inch  varies  from  one  and  thirty-six  hundredths  to  one  and 
seventy-three  hundredths  cubic  feet  per  minnte  each ;  but  the  mi»l 
common  measurement  is  through  an  aperture  two  inches  high  and 
whatever  length  is  required,  and  through  a  plank  one  and  one-half 
inches  thick.  The  lower  edge  of  the  aperture  should  be  two  inches 
above  the  bottom  of  the  measuring-box  and  the  plank  five  inches 
high  above  the  aperture,  thus  making  a  six-inch  head  above  the 
center  of  the  stream.  Each  square  inch  of  this  opening  represents 
a  miner's  inch,  which  is  equal  to  a  fiow  of  ODe  and  one-half  cubic 
feet  per  minute.'"*  Of  the  Colorado  inch  it  is  said:  "In  Colo- 
rado an  'inch'  is  the  volume  which  will  pass  through  an  orifiiie 
cne  inch  square  under  a  pressure  of  five  inches,  measured  from 
the  top  of  an  orifice,  and  varies  somewhat  with  the  number  of 
iaehes  sought  to  be  measured;  thirty-eight  and  four-tenths  inches 
is  the  accepted  equivalent  of  a  cubic  foot  per  second,  however."^ 

It  has  been  held  that  the  word  "inch"  means  such  customary 
inch  as  prevails  in  a  given  locality.^  Statutory  definitions  i>f 
"miner's  inch"  sometimes  appear.^  In  Oregon  it  has  been  held 
that  when  the  record  is  silent  as  to  the  quantity  of  water  in- 
tended by  the  word  "inch,"  it  will  be  presumed  to  be  measureo 
under  a  six-inch  pressure.^  In  Idaho  the  statute  provides  for  a 
four-inch  pressure.** 


18  DoogbeTty    t.    Hsg^n,    56    Cal. 

822.  15  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  211. 

i>  Kent'!  Mechanical  Engineer'* 
Pocketbook,  p.  18. 

»  Bulletin  118,  U.  8.  Dept.  Agric. 
Giper.  Sta.,  p.  73.  See  S  M.  A.  8., 
sec.  4543. 

11  Collins  y.  Gray,  3  Cal.  App.  723, 
16  Pac.  983.  See  Carron  t.  Wood,  10 
Mont.  500,  E6  Pac.  388;  Logan  t. 
Oaichard   (Cal.   1911),   114  Pae.  989. 

22  Cal.  Stats.  1901,  p.  660:  "Sec- 
tioD  1,  The  standard  miaer'B  inch  of 
«ater  shall  be  equivalent  or  equal  to 
cne  and  one-half  cubic  feet  of  water 
per  mimite  measuKd  through  any 
gperture  or  orifice.  Section  E.  All 
acta  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with 
the  proTisiona  of  tbis  act  ut  hereby 


repealed."  A  timilar  act  exists  in 
Montana.  Stats.  1899.  p.  IIT.  Ncl'-. 
however,  that  the  California  Civil 
Code,  section  1415,  requires  the  mfU- 
urcment  to  be  under  a  four-inch  prw- 
sure,  while  the  above  statutory  mea'. 
Hrement  required  is  under  a  »ii  idci 
pressure.  It  has  been  bekl  in  Csii- 
fornia  that  the  statutory  deSnitioD 
will  not  be  applied  where  the  evidcoif 
shows  that  the  parlies  did  not  inlf-ii 
to  be  governed  bv  it.  Logan  v.  Gui- 
chard  (Cal.  1911).  114  Pac.  989. 

W  Gardner  v.  Wright,  49  Or.  ^W. 
91  Pac.  286(  Morgan  v.  Shaw,  47  Or. 
333,  83  Pac.  534;  Bowman  v.  Boa- 
man,  35  Or.  279.  57  Pae.  546. 

M  Laws  1B89,  p.  380,  sec.  1. 
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The  designation  by  "wner's  inches"  is* falling  into  disuse,  and, 
instead,  the  ''second-foot"  is  taking  its  place;  being  a  flow  of 
one  cubic  foot  per  second  of  time.  This  is  now  the  statutory 
standard  generally.^  The  second-foot  being  the  unit  of  flow,  the 
unit  of  volume  is  either  one  cubic  foot,^  or  one  acre-foot.^  The 
ratio  between  the  miner's  inch  and  the  second-foot  is  not  always 
given  the  same,  owing  to  the  variation  in  the  meaning  of  miner's 
inch.  Thus,  the  second-foot  is  sometimes  declared  equal  to  fifty 
inches,*  or  to  forty  inches,*  or  to  thirty-eight  and  four-tenths 
inches.^  Some  further  discussion  of  the  miner's  inch  is  given  in 
the  note.^ 

The  term  ''miner's  inch"  cannot  be  definite  without  the  specifi- 
cation of  the  head  or  pressure.^ 


»  £.  g.,  Colorado,  M.  A.  S.  2467; 
Montana,  Stats.  1907,  p.  489,  see.  10; 
Nebraska,  Comp.  Stats.  1903,  sec  6428; 
N«Tada,  Comp.  Laws,  1900,  Stats. 
1907,  p.  30,  see.  6;  New  Mexico,  Stats. 
1905,  p.  270,  sec.  3;  North  Dakota, 
SUts.  1905,  c.  34,  sec.  47;  Okla- 
homa, Stats.  1905,  p.  274,  e.  21,  sec. 
27;  South  Dakoto,  Stats.  1905,  p.  201, 
see.  44,  Stats.  1907,  p.  180,  sec.  45; 
Utah,  Stats.  1905,  c.  108,  sec.  48; 
Washington,  Pierce's  Codes,  sec.  8942; 
Wyoming,  Bev.  Stats.  968. 

1  E.  g.,  Colorado,  M.  A.  S.  2467. 

*  £.  g.,  Utah,  Oklahoma,  South 
Dakota,  and  New  Mexico  statutes  just 
cited. 

s  New  Mexico,  North  Dakota  and 
South  Dakota  statutes,  supra;  Ne- 
braska, Comp.  Stats.  1903,  sec.  6440; 
Cobbey's  Ann.  Stats^  sec.  6786.  The 
State  Engineer  of  Idaho  adopts  the 
same  ratio.  The  same  is  the  usual 
practice  in  California  although  the 
statutory  definition  is  tortj. 

4  Montana  Stats.  1907,  p.  489,  sec. 
10.  The  same  is  the  equivalent  of  the 
California  statute  of  1901,  page  660, 
qaoted  above.  The  same  was  also  ac- 
cepted in  Gardner  v.  Wright,  49  Or. 
609,  91  Pac.  286.  The  Arizona  inch 
is  the  same. 

^  Colorado  as  given  in  Bulletin  118, 
V.  8.  Dept.  Agric.  Exper.  Sta.,  p.  73, 
and  enacted  (semble)  in  2  M.  A.  S., 
see.  4643. 

*  Speaking  of  the  miner's  inch,  it 
was  recently  held  (Gardner  v.  Wright, 
49  Or.  609,  91  Pac.  286) :  "This  desig- 


nation, however,  is  not  sufficiently  defi- 
nite to  be  a  safe  guide  at  all  times  in 
ascertaining  when  the  rights  of  a  per- 
son awarded  a  given  number  of  inches 
under  six-inch  pressure,  etc.,  are  being 
invaded.  (Citing  this  book,  first 
edition^  pages  147,  175;  Newell's 
(Practical)  Irrigation,  p.  128;  Trout- 
wine  on  Civil  Engineering,  p.  546 ; 
Merrimaji's  Treatise  on  Hydraulics 
(1904),  pp.  122,  123,  124.)  It  is 
evident  that  the  only  reliable  method 
by  which  any  certain  number  of  inches 
of  water,  when  awarded  under  this 
method  of  measurement,  can  always  be 
determined,  is  on  the  basis  of  what  is 
termed  by  engineers  as  'second-feet,' 
or  quantity  of  water  flowing  past  a 
certain  point  in  a  given  space  of  time. 
The  ratio  recognized  by  the  authorities 
cited  and  rule  quoted  is  that  one  inch 
of  water  under  six- inch  pressure  equals 
one- fortieth  of  a  'second-foot' — that  is, 
forty  miner's  inches  furnish  a  flow  of 
water  equal  to  one  cubic  foot  (seven 
and  one-half  gallons)  per  second  of 
time — which  ratio  we  find  substantially 
accurate,  and  will  be  adopted  here." 
See,  also,  Hough  v.  Porter,  51  Or. 
318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102 
Pac.  728;  Whited  v.  Cavin  (Or.  1909), 
105  Pac.  396. 

7  Longmire  v.  Smith,  26  Wash.  439, 
450,  67  Pac.  246,  58  L.  R.  A.  308; 
Ison  V.  Sturgill  (Or.),  109  Pac.  579, 
specifying  six-inch  pressure.  The  term 
"head  of  water,"  as  used  with  refer- 
ence to  water  for  irrigation  purposes, 
has  been  saiu  to  be  the  quantity  enter- 
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One  acre-foot  equals  43,560  cubic  feet,  or  325,850  gallonj 
second-foot  of  water  running  for  twenty-four  hours  wouk 
about  one  and  ninety-eight  hundredths  acre-feet ;  therefo: 
second-foot  running  eight  months  would  equal  about  fou 
dred  and  seventy-five  acre-feet.  One  second-foot  runnin( 
months  would  cover  seventy  acres  nearly  seven  feet  deep 
amount  of  water  sufficient  to  cover  the  ground  two  and  o 
feet  deep  is  generally  considered  plenty  if  beneficial)}' 
therefore,  one  second-foot  should,  it  has  been  said,  be  suffic 
irrigate  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  acres.*  A  seooi 
equals  seven  and  forty-eight  hundredths  United  States  galli 
second. 

In  Colorado'  the  State  Engineer  shall  furnish  a  rating  t 
be  used  in  measuring  the  water  flowing  to  or  from  a 
stream  into  which  it  has  been  discharged  for  conveyance. 
a  recent  On^gon  statute,  a  "horse-power"  is  defined  as  fii 
dred  and  fifty  pounds  of  water  per  second  of  time  for  eai 
of  available  fall.'"  In  connection  with  pumping  and  city 
supply  the  terra  "gallons  per  minute"  is  usually  usee 
"acre-foot"  is  the  usual  storage  unit.  A  table  of  equl 
will  be  found  in  a  publication  of  the  United  States  Depa 
of  Agriculture. "  Some  foreign  methods  are  mentioned^. 
following  note.** 


oned 

m 


§  487.    Duty  of  Water. — ^Legislation  has,  recently,  in 

States,  specified  the  minimum  of  beneficial  use  for  irrigatioi 


ing  the  intake  of  any  canal  or  {litch. 
Hough  T.  Porter,  51  Or.  31S,  95  Pse. 
732,  98  Pac.  1083,  103  Pac,  728.  The 
terra  uHuaUy,  however,  iniHcates  pre»' 
sure  and  not  quantity.  Head  of  water 
and  grade  of  ditch  should  be  Riven,  it 
is  held  in  Logan  v.  Ouiehard  (Cal. 
1911),  114  Pae.  989. 

B  Hough  V,  Porter,  mprii. 

e  3  M.  A.  B.,  1905  ed.,  22800. 

10  Or.  Stnts.  11109,  c.  221,  sec.  3. 

11  Water  Supply  Paper,  250,  page 
11  (Office  of  Ejppximpnt  Stations, 
United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture). 

13  In  Spain,  "This  unit  is  called  a 
'thread  of  water,'  and  the  volume  of 
the  stream  when  all  in  use  ik  divided 
into  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
'Ihreada,'  esi^h  canal  taking  its  prn- 
portionate  part  of  the  whole,  aeeording 


to  a  filed  schedule.  These  divi 
not  made  by  flx«d  volumes 
aliquot  parts  of  the  total  dii 
Armard  on  Spanish  Irrigat 
24,  25,  given  in  HaJl'*  Imga 
relopiuent.  Part  I,  p.  38*. 
dinia,  "The  module  of  natci 
quantity  which,  undetr  simi 
sure,  and  with  a  free  taS 
through  a  quadrilateral  re« 
opening,  lo  placed  as  that  ti 
sides  shall  be  vertical,  with  a 
of  two  decimeters,  a  height 
decinietera.  and  opening  in  a  t 
against  which  the  water  rest 
maintained,  with  its  surface 
free,  at  a  height  of  four  di 
above  the  lower  edge  of  the  c 
Sardinian  Code,  »ec.  643.  | 
llntl's  Irrigation  Dcveloumi^DI 
p.  245. 
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tween  fifty  and  eighty  acres  per  second-foot  of  water,  and  so 
fixed  the  amount  of  water  that  can  be  allotted  to  each  appro- 
priator.  In  Idaho  the  statute  specifies  one  second-foot  for  fifty 
acres.**  In  Nebraska,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  South  Dakota 
and  Wyoming,  it  is  one  second-foot  for  each  seventy  acres.^*  In 
North  Dakota  it  is  one  second-foot  for  each  eighty  acres.^^  In 
Nevada  the  statute  specifies  three  acre-feet  per  year  for  five 
months,  adding  one-half  an  acre-foot  each  succeeding  month  up 
to  nine  months.^*  Measurement  by  volume,  rather  than  by  flow, 
recommended  by  many  engineers.^*^  In  North  Dakota  a  special 
statute  governing  flood  waters  from  coulees  specifies  a  maximum 
of  two  acre-feet  per  year  for  any  irrigating  season.^^  Under  the 
United  States  Reclamation  Service  about  one  and  one-half  acre- 
feet  per  season  is  allowed.*^ 

In  the  absence  of  statute,  the  duty  of  water  is  sometimes  figured 
in  inches  per  acre;  an  inch  per  acre  being  considered  liberal.^ 
But  in  the  absence  of  statute  it  is  not  a  settled  matter.^^  In 
Oregon  it  was  held  that  when  a  duty  of  water  is  adopted  as  the 
of  decree   (e.  g.,  one  and  one-half  to  three  acre-feet  per 

• 

318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102 
Pac.  728;  Whited  v.  Cavin  (Or.),  105 
Pac.  396;  Ison  v.  Sturgill  (Or.),  109 
Pac.  579;  Porter  v.  PettengUl  (Or.), 
110  Pac.  393;  Gerber  v.  Xampa  Irr. 
Dist.,  16  Idaho,  1,  100  Pac.  80;  United 
States  V.  Conrad  Inv.  Co.  (Or.),  156 
Fed.  130.  An  inch  per  acre  held  suffi- 
cient to  allow  for  loss  hj  seep&ge  and 
evaporation.  Nevada  D.  Co.  v.  Can- 
yon etc.  Co.  (Or.),  114  Pac.  86. 

21  In  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318, 
95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac. 
728,  the  quantity  allowed,  under  the 
evidence,  was  from  one-third  to  two- 
third  inches  per  acre. 

In  Whited  v.  Cavin  (Or.),  105  Pac. 
396,  it  was  held  that  ten  second-feet, 
or  four  hundred  inches,  was  ample  for 
the  irrigation  of  plaintiff's  land  hav- 
ing an  area  of  four  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  and  that  seventeen  inches  per 
acre  is  obviously  never  required  for  the 
irrigation  of  any  land. 

In  one  case  the  aggregate  amount  of 
land  owned  by  the  respondents  was 
15,000  acres;  amount  of  water  claimed 
by  them  was  51,200  inches,  making  an 
average  of  about  three  and  one-half 
inches  of  water  to  the  acre.  There 
was  no  uniformity  among  the  respond- 


12  Stats.  1903,  p.  233,  sec.  9,  as 
tmended  1905,  p.  174.  Unless  the 
State  EAgineer  otherwise  specifies 
(which  he  will  only  in  very  unusual 
cues),  and  subject  to  local  customs 
and  mles.  Gerber  v.  Nampa  Irr.  D., 
18  Idaho,  1,  100  Pac.  80,  says  the  duty 
of  water  is  about  one  inch  per  acre. 

M  Nebraska,  see  statutes,  infra;  N. 
M.  Stats.  1905,  p.  270,  sec.  4;  Okl. 
State.  1905,  p.  274,  c.  21,  sec.  29;  S. 
D.  Stats.  1905,  p.  201,  c.  132,  sec.  46; 
Stets.  1907,  p.  373,  sec.  47;  Wyo.  Eev. 
State.,  872. 

w  N.  D.  Stats.  1905,  c.  34,  sec.  49; 
Bev.  Codes  (1905),  sec.  7604  et  seq. 

w  State.  1909,  p.  31,  c.  31.  Three 
acre-feet  per  year  was  first  enacted 
Sttts.  1903,  p.  18,  sec.  2 ;  then  repealed 
in  State.  1905,  p.  66 ;  then  re-enacted 
in  Stats.  1907.  p.  30,  sec.  5;  then 
amended  in  1939  as  above. 

IT  Three  acre-feet  per  year-  are 
equivalent  to  about  one  second-foot  for 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  or  about 
a  miner's  inch  for  each  three  acres. 

W  N.  D.  Stats.  1909,  p.  179. 

w  Whited  v.  Cavin  (Or),  105  Pac. 
396. 

»  Gardner  v.  Wright,  49  Or.  609, 
91  Pac  286;  Hough  v.  Porter,  51  Or. 
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year),  it  nevertheless  is  subject  to  the  rule  o£  actual  use,  and  may  be 
lessened  by  supplemental  order  on  proof  of  lesser  necessity .^ 

In  California,  with  the  exception  of  a  late  statute  regarding 
artesian  wells,  there  is  no  statute  or  rule  of  law  upon  the  matter, 
but  the  duty  of  water  is  there  probably  the  highest  in  the  vorld.^ 
According  to  measurements  made  in  1906,  the  average  net  duty 
of  water  for  single  irrigations  of  alfalfa  in  a  certain  district  is 
approximately  seven-tenths  acre-foot,  costing  seventy  cents  per 
acre  of  land.^^  In  the  report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  1896,  Mr.  Newell,  now  head  of  the  Reclamation  Service,  dis- 
cusses the  duty  of  wat«r,  and  shows  that  the  amount  of  acres 
per  second-foot  now  allowed  in  most  statutes  is  very  generous  as 
compared  with  the  practice  in  Southern  California  where  the 
water  serves  many  more  acres  per  second-foot  than  these  statutes 
specify,  and  such  an  amount  in  Southern  California  would  be 
considered  wasteful.'" 


eats  in  thie  particular.  Tbe  loweat 
claim  made  was  one  inch  to  tbe  aere, 
the  highest,  aeven  and  one-third  inches 
10  the  acre,  by  one  of  the  largest  land- 
nwnera  in  tbe  vallej.  Union  M.  Co. 
V.  Dangberg,  81  Fed.  73, 

a  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95 
Pftc,  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  731. 
]dr.  Justice  King  said ;  "In  determin- 
ing the  'duty  of  water,'  or  quantity 
fSBential  to  the  irrigation  of  any  given 
tract  of  land,  ne  must  take  into  con- 
pideration  the  character,  the  climatic 
conditions,  the  location  and  altitude 
cf  the  lands  to  be  irrigated,  the  kind 
iif  crops,  period  of  time  irrigated,  and 
necessary  manner  of  irrigation,  as  well 
ns  many  other  contiogencies  not  aris- 
ing hero.  Tbe  'head'  of  water,  or 
<|uantity  entering  the  intake  of  anj* 
canal  or  ditch,  must  also  be  eoosid- 
cred.  A  large  body  of  water,  need  at 
ine  time  and  upon  the  game  tract,  will 
reclaim  a  larger  quantity  of  land  pro- 
portionately than  n-ill  a  small  supply; 
for  example,  one  miner's  inch  might 
[iroTs  inadequate  in  many  instances  for 
tbe  proper  irrigation  of  more  than  a 
fimall  fraction  of  an  acre,  while  one 
hundred  inches,  or  two  aocl  one-half 
second-feet,  if  under  the  control  of 
nud  used  by  one  person  and  at  one 
time,  might  properly  irrigate  three 
Imndxed  acrea  of  tba  aaiua  kind  of 


land.  Applying  these  principles  id  Um 
ease  at  hand,  where  there  are  no  amaU 
bodies  or  tracts  involved,  we  think  tlir 
water  users,  by  the  adoption  and  list  ' 
of  tbe  more  modern  and  economiul 
methoda  now  more  generally  applied 
and  in  um,  will  find  that  a  eonstaitt  , 
flow  of  from  one-third  to  two-thirdi  of 
an  inch  per  acre  will  prove  adequits 
for  the  proper  irrigation  of  the  Isnds, 
being,  with  ninety  days'  contiDuou 
flow,  one  and  one-half  to  three  'acn- 
feet,'  which  is  more  than  allowed  by 
the  government  reclamation  servin  is 
Klamath  county."  Hough  v.  Portei, 
51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732.  98  Pac.  IDSS, 
at  1102,  102  Pac.  728,  citing  6  Atb. 
Itep.  of  Reclamation  Serv.,  p.  195. 

IS  Begarding  artesian  welU  Bltta 
1907,  p,  122,  sec.  3,  as  amd.  19D!>.  t. 
427,  pro  ride  that  permitting  ovsr 
five  per  cent  of  the  water  received  on 
the  land  to  eecape  is  waste,  and  tbit 
one-tenth  of  a  miner's  inch  per  aer* 
each  year  is  the  proper  duty  of  artesian 
water  (equivalent,  apparently,  to  as 
inch  for  ten  acres,  and  to  a  seci'D^- 
foot  for  four  hundred  acres). 

2*  Bulletin  207,  Office  of  Eiperi- 
roent  Stations,  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture. 

25  Report  of  U.  fl.  Dept.  Agrie.  for 
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The  average  for  eleven  ditches  in  Utah  was  fifty  acres  per 
second-foot.'  Results  collected  by  the  Office  of  Experiment  Sta- 
tions of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  during  the 
past  few  years  show  that  on  several  canals  in  Montana  the 
average  duty  of  water  was  nearly  four  feet  in  depth  over  the 
surface ;  in  Colorado,  four  feet ;  in  Idaho,  six  feet ;  in  New  Mexico 
and  Washington,  nearly  eight  feet;  and  in  Wyoming  for  1903, 
nearly  ten  feet;  the  general  average  for  eleven  Western  States 
I  eing  over  five  feet.^ 

In  determining  the  duty  of  water  as  applied  to  the  conditions 
in  any  particular  case,  evidence  should  be  from  actual  experi- 
ment and  measurement,  if  possible.^  Opinion  evidence  is  of  less 
value  than  experiment,  as  to  which  the  head  of  water  influences 
its  duty,  the  less  the  head  the  greater  the  quantity  needed  to 
spread  it  over  the  land,  and  evidence  should  be  as  definite  as 
possible.* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  488.  Duty  of  Water  as  Affected  by  Loss  in  Transmission. — 
In  a  publication  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture" it  is  shown  that  old  canals  lose  about  fifty  per  cent 
between  the  stream  and  th^  lands.  New  canals  lose  about  sixty 
per  cent  between  stream  and  land,  ten  per  cent  being  lost  in  the 
laterals.  Upon  the  land  itself,  about  twenty-five  per  cent  is  lost 
when  the  water  is  applied  by  wetting  the  entire  surface ;  reduced 
to  a  loss  of  twelve  and  one-half  per  cent  when  applied  in  deep 
furrows.  A  general  discussion  is  made  of  the  duty  of  water 
under  varying  conditions  of  climate,  soil,  type  of  canal  or 
lateral,  etc.,  and  it  is  concluded:  **Prom  the  foregoing  discussion 
of  losses  of  water  it  is  apparent  that  not  more  than  fifty  per  cent 
of  the  water  diverted  from  streams  reaches  the  lands  for  which 


1  BaUetin  124,  Office  of  Exp.  Sta., 
U.  8.  Dept.  Agric,  p.  32. 

*  Professor  Samuel  Portier,  in 
'*Watcr  and  Forest"  for  July-October, 
1906.  Ck)nceming  the  duty  of  water, 
«ee  Gardner  v.  Wright,  49  Or.  609,  91 
Pac.  286;  United  States  v.  Conrad 
Inv.  Co.  (Or.),  156  Fed.  130. 

The  State  Engineer  of  Wyoming  re- 
ports an  average  depth  of  two  and 
fifty-nine  hundredths  feet.  Report  of 
St.  Engr.  for  1907-1908. 

Upon  the  Hondo  River  in  New  Mex- 
leo  the  State    Engineer   reports   two 


hundred  acres  per  second- foot.  Bulle- 
tin 215,  Office  of  Experiment  Stations, 
United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. 

8  Farmers'  etc.  Co.  v.  Riverside  Irr. 
Dist.  (1909),  16  Idaho,  525,  102  Pac 
481. 

4  Whited  V.  Cavin  (Or.),  105  Pac. 
396. 

5  Review  of  Ten  Years  of  Irriga- 
tion Investigations,  Annual  Report  of 
Office  of  Experiment  Stations  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1908. 
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it  is  intended,  the  balance  being  lost  in  transit.  There  are,  fur- 
ther, large  losses  by  evaporation  from  the  soil  and  by  percolation 
beyond  the  reach  of  plant  roots.  It  is  conservative,  therefore, 
to  state  that  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  water  diverted  from 
streams  contributes  to  the  growth  of  plants.  It  has  been  shown 
that  a  large  part  of  the  losses  mentioned  can  be  stopped.  In 
many  sections  the  point  has  already  been  reached  where  a  more 
economical  use  of  water  is  the  only  source  of  supply  for  increas- 
ing the  area  irrigated,  and  this  condition  is  constantly  becom- 
ing more  common.  "• 

In  calculating  the  amount  actually  used,  the  amount  lost  in 
necessary  fluming  must  be  added,  even  though  there  would  be  no 
loss  if  the  water  were  transported  in  some  other  wa}'  as,  for 
example,  by  a  pipe-line.^  But  use  in  poor  and  leaky  flumes  will 
be  enjoined,®  or  any  waste  from  faulty  means  of  conveyance,  that 
can  be  saved  by  careful  appliances.®  The  fact  that  a  pipe-line 
conveys  water  with  much  less  loss  by  seepage  and  evaporation 
than  a  ditch  does  not  necessarily  show  that  there  is  waste  within 
this  limitation.^*  **  Conveying  it  through  a  ditch,  even,  will  al- 
ways cause  some  loss  and,  if  the  distance  is  great,  or  the  soil 
loose  or  porous  the  loss  will  be  considerable.  This,  within  any 
reasonable  expense,  is  generally  unavoidable.  But,  however  this 
may  be,  if  the  appropriation  has  been  made  before  others  ac- 
quired rights  in  the  stream,  after  that  no  change  can  be  made  to 
their  detriment.*  The  first  appropriator  must  continue  to  use  it 
in  at  least  as  economical  a  manner  as  before,  and  cannot  change 
the  method  of  use  so  as  to  materially  increase  the  waste.  "^' 

It  has  been  held  that  it  is  the  general  rule  of  large  ditches  that 
seepage  usually  exists  from  their  headgate  along  dovm  their  line 
until  the  ditch  gradually  winds  its  way  from  the  river  upon  the 


6  "On  the  basis  of  studiee  made  by 
the  Department  it  has  been  estimated 
that  the  water  at  present  turned  into 
the  main  canals  in  the  arid  region  can 
be  made  to  serve  approximately  double 
the  area  now  irrigated  with  it,  since 
not  much  more  than  half  the  water 
entering  the  canals  reaches  the  land, 
and  there  are  large  losses  in  applica- 
tion." Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  for  1909. 

7  Barrows  v.  Fox,  98  Cal.  63,  32 
Pac.  811.  But  8e>e  Courthouse  etc.  Co. 
V.  Willard,  75  Neb.  408,  106  N.  W. 
463. 


8  Barrows  ▼.  Pox  (Cal.),  30  P»c 
768.  But  see  same  case  on  rehearing 
just  cited. 

»  Town  of  Sterling  t.  Pawnee  Co., 
42  Colo.  421,  94  Pac.  339,  15  L.  B.  A-, 
N.  8.,  238. 

10  Barrows  y.  Fox,  98  CaL  68,  82 
Pac.  811. 

n  Boeder  ▼.  Stein,  23  Key.  92,  42 
Pac.  867. 

In  issuing  permits,  the  State  Sn- 
gineer  of  South  Dakota  makes  a 
reasonable  allowance  for  probable  loss 
in  transmission.  Bept.  of  St.  Enff* 
for  1908. 
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level  lands.  ''All  irrigation  canals  must  of  necessity  seep  more  or 
less  along  this  portion  of  their  lines,  and  will  so  continue  until 
prevented  by  other  means  than  ordinary  diligence  in  their  con- 
struction, and  we  do  not  think  the  time  has  yet  been  reached  in 
this  State  when  the  owners  of  such  enterprises  can  be  held  to  such 
a  high  degree  of  diligence  in  their  construction  as  to  be  com- 
pelled to  prevent  them  from  seeping  at  all/'  etc.^^ 

Where  a  right  to  the  use  of  water  is  acquired  through  and  by 
the  construction  of  a  ditch  tapping  any  source  of  water  supply, 
and  the  users  thereafter  elect  to  take  the  water  thus  diverted 
from  other  points  on  the  stream,  due  allowance  must  be  made  for 
loss  by  evaporation,  including  such  loss  as  may  occur  under 
different  methods  of  use  and  distribution,  -which  loss  must,  so  far 
as  practicable  of  ascertainment,  be  deducted  from  the  quantity 
awarded  under  the  original  diversion  and  method  of  use.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  489.  Summary. — To  sum  up  the  rules  concerning  the  amount 
of  water  to  which  an  appropriator  is  entitled: 

The  amount  is  limited  to  that  originally  claimed,  as  stated  in 
the  notice  of  appropriation  or  application  for  permit,  or  deter- 
mined by  the  general  plan  and  purpose  of  the  appropriator  where 
the  appropriation  is  by  actual  diversion  without  notice,  as  still 
permitted  in  California  and  the  States  that  have  not  adopted 
water  codes,  and  possibly  also  in  them;  if  the  capacity  of  the 
ditch  is  less  than  the  amount  claimed,  then  limited  to  the  amount 
actually  diverted,  which  can  never  exceed  the  capacity  of  the 
ditch;  if  less  than  both  the  above  is  actually  used,  then  to  the 
amount  actually  used  within  a  reasonable  time,  several  years 
being  allowed  an  irrigator  for  expansion  (but  in  California  prob- 
ably not  more  than  five  years,  and  under  State  water  codes  usually 
less  than  five  years),  during  which  time  his  priority  to  the  unused 
amount  is  preserved,  and  later  comers  can  obtain  only  such 
temporary  rights  therein  as  will  not  interfere  with  his  use  when 
ready. 

In  some  States  it  has  been  provided  by  statute  what  quantity 
of  water  shall  be  allotted  for  irrigation,  being  usually  between 
fifty  and  eighty  acres  per  second-foot  of  flow ;  while  in  Oregon  a 

u  Middlekamp  v.  Bessemer  etc.  Co.  18  Hough  y.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  98 

(1909),  46  Colo.  102,  103  Pac.  280,  23      Pac.  1083. 
L.  S.  A.,  N.  8.,  795. 
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similar  result  is  judicially  reached  by  presumption  without  sUt- 
ute.  There  is  no  such  rule  in  California  or  Colorado,  but  an  iocii 
per  acre  (or  one  second-foot  for  forty  acres)  seems  to  be  generally 
regarded  as  more  than  sufficient  for  all  bat  exceptional  caEes. 

SS  490-495.     (Blank  ntmberi.), 
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CHAPTER  22. 

LIMITATIONS  ON  CHANGE  OF  MODE  OP  ENJOYMENT. 

A.    GENERAL  PRINCIPLES. 

f  496.  The  right  is  independent  of  the  mode  of  enjoyment. 

§  497.  Same. 

§  498.  No  injury  to  others  allowed. 

§  499.  Right  of  change  chiefly  a  matter  upon  public  lands. 

§  500.  Freedom  of  change  gradually  passing  away. 

B.    CHANGE  OF  MEANS  OF  USE. 

§  501.    Change  of  ditches,  etc. 
§  502.    Same. 
i  503.    Same. 

C.    CHANGE  OF  POINT  OF  DIVERSION. 

I  504.  Change  of  diversion. 

i  505.  Same. 

§  506.  Statutory  restrictions. 

i  507.  Same. 

D.  CHANGE  OP  PLACE  OF  USB. 

f  508.    Change  of  place  of  use. 

i  509.    Statutory  restrictions. 

I  510.    Change  on  sale  of  water-right. 

E.  CHANGE  OF  PURPOSE  OF  USB. 

i  511.    Change  of  purposs. 

i  512.     Conclusion. 

§1  513-521.     (Blank  numbers.) 

A.    GENERAL  PRINCIPLEa 
(3d  ed.) 

§  496.  The  Bight  is  Independent  of  the  Mode  of  Enjoyment.-^ 
By  appropriating  a  stream  the  law  has  always  considered  that  a 
right  of  property  was  conferred,  and  being  property,  the  owner 
may  enjoy  it  as  he  will,  so  long  as  he  does  no  injury  to  others, 
JQtt  aa  he  may  a  farm  or  a  horse  or  other  property.  The  law, 
hence,  has  always  regarded  the  right  as  independent  of  means  or 
place  or  purpose  of  use  or  of  point  of  diversion.  The  litigation 
upon  this  question  has  always  been  addressed  to  the  contention 
that  the  right  was  limited  to  its  initial  mode  of  enjoyment,  and 
that  a  change  forfeits  priority  and  can  only  be  made  by  new 

Wftttr  Bighto— M 
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appropriation.  The  decisions,  now  passed  into  legislation,  almost 
universally,  and  with  but  a  few  exceptions,  decided  against  the 
contention,  and  have  settled  the  rule  that  change  of  means,  place, 
or  purpose  of  use  or  of  diversion  does  not  forfeit  priority.  "A 
priority  to  the  use  of  water  is  a  property  right  which  is  the  sub- 
ject of  purchase  and  sale,  and  its  chapter  and  method  of  use  may 
be  changed,  provided  such  change  does  not  injuriously  affect  the 
right  of  others."* 

The  law  to  this  effect  took  its  shape  very  early.  It  was  early 
decided  that  the  place  of  use  may  be  changed  without  loss  of 
priority.  It  was  absolutely  necessary  in  the  early  California 
mining  days,  when  the  law  of  appropriation  arose  and  when  new 
ground  was  being  continually  opened  up.  In  Maeris  v.  Bieknell  * 
it  was  held  that  branches  could  be  run  to  new  mining  claims 
without  loss  of  priority,  and  that  the  main  ditch  itself  could  be 
extended  to  new  localities.  The  right  to  change  the  place  of  use 
was  hence  first  established.  It  was  next  held  in  Kidd  v.  Laird  ^ 
that  the  point  of  diversion  or  taking  the  water  could  likewise 
be  changed.  These  two  decisions  were  relied  on  in  all  jurisdic- 
tions,* and  passed  into  statutes.'  The  right  to  change  the  pur- 
pose of  use  has  always  been  assumed  to  follow  from  these  two 
cases  and  those  following  them,  rather  than  having  ever  been 
actually  independently  decided. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  497.  Same. — The  right  is  hence  independent  of  point  of  diver- 
sion and  of  manner,  place  or  purpose  of  use.  As  to  the  point  of 
diversion,  the  Wyoming  court  said:  •  **  We  are  not  aware  of  any  rule 


1  Seven  Lakes  etc.  Co.  v.  New  Love- 
land  etc.  Co.,  40  Colo.  382,  93  Pac.  485, 
17  L.  R.  A.,  N.  a,  329. 

2  7  Cal.  261,  68  Am.  Dec.  257,  1 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  601. 

3  15  Cal.  161,  76  Am.  Dec.  472,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  571. 

4  For  example,  "We  think  that  the 
rule  announced  in  Kidd  v.  Laird,  15 
Cal.  162-180,  76  Am.  Dec.  472,  4  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  571,  *that  in  the  absence  of 
injurious  consequences  to  others  any 
change  which  the  party  chooses  to 
make  is  legal  and  proper*  is  the  only 
true  rule  under  which  the  rights  of  the 
prior  appropriator  can  be  fully  ex- 
ercised, and  his  rights  and  the  rights 
of  all  other  persons    fully  protected. 


The  right  to  change,  so  limited,  io- 
eludes  the  point  of  diversion,  and 
place  and  character  of  use.'*  Fuller 
V.  Swan  River  P.  M.  Co.,  12  Colo.  19, 
19  Pac.  836,  16  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  252. 

5  For  example,  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sees. 
1412,  1415 ;  Pierce's  Washington  Code, 
sec.  5139.  In  the  Nevada  Stats.  1907, 
p.  30,  sec.  26,  Stata.  1909.  p.  31,  it  is 
provided:  "Any  person  changing  his 
place  of  diversion  or  manner  of  use, 
as  specified  in  this  act,  shaU  not  there- 
by lose  any  priority  of  right  upon  the 
stream  he  may  have  heretofore  ac- 
quired." 

See  statutes  of  other  States  below. 

6  Willey  V.  Decker,  11  Wyo.  496, 
100  Am.  St.  Eep.  939,  73  Pac  210. 
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which  restricts  as  to  location  the  point  of  diversion  in  initiating 
an  appropriation,  except  the  probable  requirement  that  it  be  so 
located  as  to  render  the  proposed  diversion  feasible  in  view  of  the 
intended  use,  and  possibly  that,  if  the  proposed  point  of  diversion 
be  situated  upon  lands  of  another,  the  appropriator  shall  secure 
a  right  of  way  .for  his  ditch  or  works  to  be  constructed  on  such 
laDdsJ  So  far  as  the  mere  right  of  appropriation  is  concerned, 
no  obligation  is  imposed  upon  a  party  to  divert  the  water  at  the 
nearest  possible  point  to  his  land  or  within  any  particular  dis- 
trict." As  to  the  place  of  use,  the  Colorado  court  said:*  **In 
the  absence  of  legislation  to  the  contrary,  we  think  that  the  right 
to  water  acquired  by  priority  of  appropriation  thereof  is  not  in 
any  way  dependent  upon  the  lociis  of  its  application  to  the  bene- 
ficial use  designed.  And  the  disastrous  consequences  of  an 
adoption  of  the  rule  contended  for  forbid  our  giving  such  a  con- 
struction to  the  statutes  as  will  concede  the  same,  if  they  will 
properly  bear  a  more  reasonable  and  equitable  one."  As  to  pur- 
pose of  use,  and  as  a  concise  statement  of  the  view  of  the  law 
upon  the  general  independence  of  the  right  upon  its  mode  of 
enjoyment,  the  following  case  is  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  ex- 
plicit, and  an  authority  usually  relied  on  in  later  cases: 

**  Suppose  a  party  taps  a  stream  of  water  for  the  purpose  of 
surface  mining  in  a  given  locality,  and  afterward  finds  that  the 
ground  will  not  pay  or  that  ground  farther  on  will  pay  better, 
may  he  not  abandon  the  former  and  extend  his  ditch  to  the  latter 
without  losing  his  priority?  Or,  suppose,  after  working  off  the 
surface,  he  finds  quartz,  may  he  not  erect  a  mill  and  convert  the 
water  into  a  motive  power  without  forfeiting  his  prior  right? 
Suppose  he  appropriates  the  water  for  the  purpose  of  running  a 
sawmill,  and,  after  the  timber  is  exhausted,  he  finds  that  a  grist- 
mill will  pay — may  he  not  convert  the  former  into  the  latter  with- 
out surrendering  his  priority  to  someone  who  may  have  subse- 
<iuently  and  in  the  meantime,  tapped  the  stream? 

**We  think  all  this  may  be  done,  and  are  unable  to  suggest  a 
plausible  reason  why  it  may  not.  In  cases  like  the  present,  a 
party  acquires  a  right  to  a  given  quantity  of  water  by  appropria- 
tion and  use,  and  he  loses  that  right  by  nonuse  or  abandonment. 
Appropriation,  use,  and  nonuse  are  the  tests  of  Jiis  right ;  and 

T  Cf.  sec.  221  et  aeq.,  supra. 

•  Coffin  V.  Left  Hand  Ditch  Co.,  6  Colo.  443. 
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place  of  use  and  character  of  use  are  not.  When  he  has  nude  his 
appropriatioa,  he  becomes  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  quantity 
which  he  has  appropriated  at  any  place  where  he  may  choose  to 
convey  it,  and  for  any  useful  and  beneficial  purpose  to  which  it 
may  choose  to  apply  it.  Any  other  rule  would  lead  to  endlesc 
complications,  and  moat  materially  impair  the  value  of  water- 
rights  and  privileges."* 

[3d  ed.) 

§  498.  No  Injtuy  to  Othen  Allowed.— The  law,  being  that 
addressed  to  the  preservation  of  the  prior  right,  at  the  same 
time  prohibits  any  invasion  of  the  rights  of  others  existing  at 
the  time  of  the  change.  "Sic  utere  tuo  ut  alienum  non  taedas" 
is  an  old  maxim  of  the  law.  That  no  one  must  be  injured  by  the 
change  is  as  well  settled  as  the  right  to  make  the  change. 

Consequently,  a  change  in  place  of  diversion,  place  of  use,  or  pnr- 
pose  of  use,  which  necessitates,  for  example,  the  diversion  of  an  ad- 
ditional quantity  of  water,  is  not  permitted  as  against  existing 
claimants  on  the  stream."*  An  appropriator,  when  the  stream  be- 
comes clogged  up  with  debns,  cannot  raise  his  dam  (which  is  equiva- 
lent to  moving  his  point  of  appropriation  np  stream)  if  the  water 
thereby  is  caused  to  flood  mining  claims  above."  Where  a  person 
had  appropriated  water  for  placer  mining,  and  the  water  had  been 


•  DaviB  v.  Oale,  32  CaL  34,  91  Am. 
D(e.  554,  4  Morr.  Mis.  Bep.  604. 

"Tha  right  to  water  acquired  bj 
prior  appropriation  if  not  dependent 
upon  the  plaee  vhere  the  water  is  used. 
A  party,  having  obtained  the  prior 
ri^bt  to  the  use  of  a  given  quantitj  of 
water,  ia  not  restricted  in  such  right 
to  the  use  or  place  to  which  it  was 
tint  applied.  It  is  well  tettled  that  a 
jjcraon  entitled  to  a  given  quantitj  of 
rhit  water  of  a  stream  may  take  the 
•^ame  at  any  point  on  the  stream,  and 
msy  change  the  point  of  diversion  at 
plrBBure.  and  maj  also  change  the 
.'haracter  of  its  u»e,  if  the  rights  of 
others  be  not  affected  thereby."  Union 
...tc.  Min.  Co.  V.  Pangberg,  81  Fed.  73, 

'A  person  entitled  to  the  use  of 
water  may  change  the  point  of  its  di- 
ipfsion,  and  may  use  it  tor  other  pur. 
p<i;es  than  that  -  for  which  it  was 
.)riginaily  appropriated,  provided  al- 
ways, however,  other  parties  are  not 
injured  thereby.  Rev.  Codes,  sec.  4S42. 
t^ien  in  the  absence  of  this  statutory 


declaration  tb«  mle  wonld  b«  the 
same."  Head  t.  Hale  38  UonL  30S. 
100  Pac.  222. 

»  Ortman  v.  Dixon,  IS  G»L  33;  Mf- 
Donald  V.  Bear  River  Co.,  13  Cal.  ZiO, 
1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  626 ;  McEinncv  r. 
Smith,  21  Cal.  374,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
650;  Davis  V.  Qale,  32  Cal.  26,  91  Am. 
Dec.  SS4,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  604;  Ne- 
vada etc.  Co.  V.  Powell,  34  CaL  109, 91 
Am.  Dec.  685,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  £53; 
Higgins  T.  Barker,  42  Cal.  233,  7  Mart. 
Min.  Rep.  525;  Santa  Paula  ett. 
Works  V.  Peralta,  113  Cal.  38,  45  Pk. 
168;  Smith  v.  Corbit,  116  Cal.  587,  48 
Pac.  725;  Diei  v.  Hartbaner,  46  Colo. 
SQS,  105  Pac.  668;  Vogel  v.  Minneson 
etc.  Co.,  47  Colo.  534,  107  Pac.  n«i-. 
Windsor  Co.  v.  Holfman  Co.  (Cob.), 
106  Pkc.  423;  Whited  v.  Gavin  <0r.). 
105  Pac.  396;  Pomeroy  on  Ritiuiio 
Rights,  sec.  79;  Perry  v.  Calkim 
(Cal.),  113  Pac.  136. 

n  Nevada  ete.  Co.  v.  Poircll.  M 
Cat.  109,  91  Am.  Dm.  685,  4  Uoir. 
Min.  Bep.  25^. 
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used  by  lower  proprietors  for  farming  purposes,  the  first  appro- 
priator's  successors  could  not  change  the  use  so  as  to  deprive  the 
agricultural  appropriators  of  the  water.^  An  appropriation  of 
water  is  limited,  in  quantity  as  well  as  in  time,  to  the  extent  of 
the  appropriation,  and,  where  water  was  taken  from  a  ditch  for 
mining  only  through  the  winter  months  up  to  June  1st,  the  right 
of  appropriation  was  limited  to  that  period,  and  cannot  be 
changed  to  the  injury  of  existing  users.^^  A  system  of  exchanges 
of  water  between  reservoir  owners  could  not  be  sustained,  where 
its  effect  would  be  to  convert  junior  into  senior  rights.**  A 
change  of  point  of  diversion  upstream  which,  without  lessening 
surface  flow,  lessens  seepage  (underflow)  to  injury  of  inter- 
mediate users,  cannot  be  made.*'  Some  other  authorities  are 
quoted  in  the  note.* 

No  change  will  be  permitted  to  result  in  any  greater  draft  upon 
the  river  than  before  the  change,  and  the  use  after  the  change 
is  in  all  ways  measured  and  fixed  (where  it  conflicts  with  exist- 


u  Head  y.  Hale,  3S  Mont.  302,  100 
Pac.  222. 

13  Davis  V.  Chamberlain,  51  Or.  304, 
98  Pac.  154. 

M  Windsor  Reservoir  &  Canal  Co.  y. 
Lake  Supply  Ditch  Co.,  44  Colo.  214, 

u  Bates  V.  Hall,  44  Colo.  360,  9S 
Pae.  3.  Subsequent  appropriator  pro- 
tected against  change  by  prior.  Smith 
V.  Duff  (1909),  39  Mont.  3S2,  133  Am. 
St.  Rep.  587,  102  Pac.  984. 

1  The  Oregon  court  lays  down  the 
law  in  several  recent  cases.  "Altnow's 
position  is  that  he  is  entitled  to  use 
the  entire  amount  of  water  appropri- 
ated by  him,  if  he  needs  that  amount, 
'anywhere,  for  any  purpose,  without 
reference  to  anyone  el»e,  and  irrespec- 
tive of  that  use  upon  others.'  In  other 
words,  his  claim  seems  to  be  that  by 
hia  appropriation  he  acquired  a  prior 
right  to  the  amount  of  water  ap- 
propriated by  him,  and  is  entitled  to 
nae  it  at  any  time  or  place,  provided 
be  needs  it  and  puts  it  to  a  beneficial 
use.  But  this  ia  not  the  law  as  we 
onderstand  it,  if  the  contemplated 
change  in  the  use  will  injuriously  af- 
fect rights  which  have  been  lawfully 
aeqnired  subsequent  to  his  appropria- 
tion." Williams  v.  Altnow,  51  Or.  275, 
95  Pac.  200,  97  Pac.  539.  And  in  an- 
other ease:  "The   parties  hereto  are 


each  limited,  in  the  application  of  the 
water  adjudged  to  them,  to  the  specific 
tracts  upon  which  it  has  heretofore 
been  applied,  except  in  such  instances 
as  where  it  may  be  practicable  to 
change  the  place  of  use  without  sub- 
stantial injury  to  others  whose  rights 
are  here  determined;  that  is  to  say,  if 
by  changing  the  place  of  use,  when 
the  water  is  needed  by  others,  the 
quantity  returning  to  the  stream  after 
changing  the  place  of  use  as  com- 
pared to  its  previous  application  is 
substantially  diminished,  or  if,  by  rea- 
son of  such  change,  the  'run  off'  re- 
verts to  the  stream  or  channel  below 
the  point  diverted  by  another,  thereby 
reducing  the  supply  at  such  point,  it 
must  necessarily  operate  to  the  injury 
of  the  rights  of  such  other  party,  and 
the  change  must  not  be  permitted." 
Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac. 
732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728,  citing 
Wicl  on  Water  Rights,  2d  ed.,  sec.  47 ; 
Williams  v.  Altnow,  51  Or.  275,  95 
Pac.  200,  97  Pac.  539.  "While  well 
settled  that  a  change  of  use  and 
place  of  use  of  water  by  an  appro- 
priator may  in  some  instances  be  per- 
mitted, such  right  is  always  limited  to 
changes  that  do  not  impair  the  rights 
of  others  interested  in  the  water  of  the 
stream."    Hough  v.  Porter,  supra. 
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ing  owners)  by^the  same  limitations  which  the  law  would  impose 
upon  its  use  before  the  change.*  The  mere  fact  of  use  of  more 
land  does  not  show  the  inhibited  injury  to  others,  however,  since 
consistent  with  a  more  efficient  use  of  the  same  amount  of  water.^ 

The  consent  of  the  party  injured  will  remove  the  objection.** 
The  burden  of  showing  that  the  change  injures  others  is  upon 
those  opposing  the  change.^  The  person  injured  must  be  a  party 
to  the  suit  to  make  the  point  material.  An  injury  to  strangers 
to  the  suit,  such  as  other  water  users  at  points  intermediate  on 
the  stream  between  the  old  and  new  places  of  diversion  or  use, 
cannot  be  considered.^ 

The  limitation  against  injury  to  others  has  now  universally 
passed  into  statutes  in  all  States;  for  example,  in  sections  1412, 
1415  of  the  California  Civil  Code,  where  changes  are  authorized 
**if  others  are  not  injured  by  such  change."  The  limitation  is 
taken  from  the  original  cases  of  Maeris  v.  Bicknell  and  Kidd  v. 
Laird,  above  referred  to. 

In  applying  the  limitation  thus  generally  stated,  that  no  rights 
existing  at  the  time  the  change  is  made  must  be  infringed,  the  rights 
contemplated  by  the  rule  are  those  of  other  owners  of  the  natural 
resource,  appropriators  on  the  same  natural  stream.  Does  it  apply 
to  the  claims  (which  are  bare  claims  and  cannot  ripen  into  a  right) 


2  Seven  Lakes  etc.  Co.  v.  New  Loye< 
land  etc.  Co.,  40  Colo.  382,  93  Pac.  485, 
17  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  329.  In  a  Colorado 
case  (Baer  etc.  Co.  v.  Wilson,  38  Colo. 
101,  88  Pac.  265) :  "If  appellant  was 
the  only  appropriator,  it  would  have 
the  right  to  change  the  point  of  di- 
version or  place  of  use  of  the  water  as 
frequently  as  desired,  because  there 
would  be  none  having  rights  which 
might  be  affected;  but,  when  a  subse- 
quent appropriator  makes  his  diversion, 
he  acts  under  the  belief  that  the  water 
appropriated  by  his  senior  will  con- 
tinue to  be  used  as  it  was  at  the  time 
of  the  making  of  the  appropriation  of 
the  junior.  So  a  subsequent  appro- 
priator has  a  vested  right  as  against 
his  senior  to  insist  upon  the  continu- 
ance of  the  conditions  that  existed  at 
the  time  he  made  his  appropriation." 
(Citing  Handv  Ditch  Co.  v.  Louden 
C'anal  Co.,  27  Colo.  515,  62  Pac.  847.) 
See.  also,  Windsor  Co.  v.  Hoffman  Co. 
(Colo.),  109  Pac.  423. 

3  Fulton  etc.  Co.  v.  Meadow  etc.  Co., 
35   Colo.   588,   86   Pac.   748.     Citing 


Platte  Valley  Irr.  Co.  v.  Central  Trust 
Co.,  32  Colo.  102,  75  Pac.  391;  Ft. 
Lyon  Canal  Co.  v.  Chew,  33  Colo.  392, 
81  Pac.  37 ;  Cache  La  Poudre  I.  Co.  v. 
L.  &  W.  R.  Co.,  25  Colo.  144,  71  Am. 
St.  Rep.  123,  53  Pac.  318.  And  say- 
ing: ''The  mere  fact  that  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  appellee  to  apply  the  water, 
diverted  from  its  original  headgate 
into  the  new  headgate  and  new  ditch, 
upon  a  larger  acreage,  does  not  even 
presumptively  establish  that  more 
water,  measured  in  time  or  quantity, 
will  be  used  than  was  diverted  through 
the  original  headgate,  nor  will  it  pre- 
sumptively establish  injury  to  the  vest- 
ed rights  of  others." 

4  Crescent  etc.  Co.  v.  Montgomery, 
143  Cal.  248,  76  Pac.  1032,  65  L.  R.  A. 
940.  Consent  to  change  point  of  di- 
version. Miller  v.  Douglas,  7  Ariz.  41, 
60  Pac.  722;  Bates  v.  Hall,  44  Colo. 
360,  98  Pac.  3;  Saunders  v.  Robison, 
14  Idaho,  770,  95  Pac.  1057. 

6  Jacob  V.  Lorenz,  98  CaL  332,  33 
Pac.  119. 

6  Infra,  sec.  626  et  aeq. 
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of  those  using  the  waste  discharge  from  ditches  or  other  artificial 
watercourses,  at  a  distance  from  streams,  without  owning  rights  in 
the  natural  resource  itself,  from  which  the  supply  comes!  This 
is  a  matter  of  much  diflSculty  in  the  philosophy  of  the  law 
of  watercourses — the  distinction  between  the  natural  resource  and 
artificial  flows  of  water — and  reference  in  regard  thereto  is  made 
to  a  previous  chapter.' 

(3d  ed.) 

§  499.    Bight  of  Ohange  OhielBy  a  Matter  upon  Public  Lands.— 

These  rules,  having  arisen  with  the  doctrine  of  appropriation 
itself,  must  be  understood  in  the  light  of  the  origin  of  that  doc- 
trine, as  having  arisen  upon  the  public  domain.  When  the 
region  is  a  new  one,  and  the  lands  are  largely  public,  and  there 
are  few  appropriators  of  water,  there  is  practically  no  one  to 

4 

be  injured.  The  government  is  alone  concerned,  and  under  the 
act  of  1866  acquiesces  in  the  utmost  freedom  to  the  appropriator 
80  far  as  the  government  is  concerned  (the  doctrine  of  ''free 
development'');^  and  the  only  question  being  as  to  continuance 
of  the  right,  the  right  continues  and  its  priority  is  not  lost  by 
the  change.  But  as  the  lands  become  settled  and  appropriations 
also  increase,  the  government  is  no  longer  the  only  one  concerned. 
Private  rights  of  others  are  now  also  concerned.  Hence,  while  in 
the  early  days  the  chief  consideration  was  the  freedom  of  change 
without  loss  of  priority,  in  latter  days  the  prohibition  of  injury 
is  becoming  the  more  important;  as  settlement  advances,  will 
become  the  most  important,  and  in  time  practically  prohibit 
change  altogether. 

The  prohibition  of  injury  (so  far,  at  least,  as  concerns  ditches, 
point  of  diversion  and  means  of  use)  practically  limits  changes 
to  acts  done  on  land  that  is  public  land  at  the  time  of  the  change. 
It  is  an  instance  of  the  philosophy  of  the  doctrine  of  appropria- 
tion as  it  arose  (and  is  still  applied)  in  California,  wholly  con- 
fined to  the  public  land.  Under  the  Colorado  doctrine,  which 
departed  from  this  rationale,  the  limitation  against  injury  'to 
private  landowners  was  at  first  also  departed  from.**  It  was 
afterward  restored  (in  all  matters  except  only  as  to  riparian 
right  to  the  water  itself,  which  Colorado  does  not  recognize). 

7  Supra,  sec.  51  et  seq.,  especially  i  Supra,  sec.  S8  et  seq. 

•M.  61.  U  Supra,  e.  10. 
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Changes  of  ditches,  point  of  diversion  or  means  of  use,  any 
change  which  injures  existing  landowners  or  existing  appro- 
priators,  is  not  to-day  allowed  anywhere  in  the  West.  No  change 
whatever  can  be  made  on  land  passed  into  private  hands  at  the 
time  of  or  subsequent  to  the  appropriation,  so  far  as  such  acts 
change  the  character  of  the  servitude,  and  this  practically  pro- 
hibits any  change  of  ditches  or  other  works  on  such  land  at  all.^ 
Likewise,  no  change  which  (under  the  California  doctrine) 
increcises  the  interference  with  riparian  water-rights  of  subse- 
quent patentees ;  *  nor,  under  any  doctrine,  which  interferes  with 
any  existing  appropriator,  subsequent  or  prior  in  time  of  use. 
They  have  acquired  vested  rights  in  the  stream  or  neighboring 
land  which  receive  full  protection  against  later  acts  of  the  prior 
appropriator. 

The-  landowner  need  show  no  damage  from  the  change;  it 
is  enough  to  constitute  an  injury,  or  infringement  of  right, 
that  the  character  of  the  servitude  will  be  changed.  Injunc- 
tion will  be  granted  without  a  showing  of  damage,  because 
it  is  a  violation  of  right  of  ownership  of  the  land.*  "Much 
reliance  appears  to  be  placed  upon  the  fact  that  it  was  not  shown 
that  there  was  any  appreciable  value  to  the  land  appropriated 
for  the  ditch  [newly  substituted  for  a  flume].  This  is  entirely 
immaterial.  It  was  plaintiflF's  land,  however  poor  it  might  be, 
and  the  fact  that  it  apparently  has  no  great  present  value  will 
not  justify  one  who  has  no  legal  right  thereto  in  appropriating 

the  same There  can  be  nothing  in  the  contention  that, 

because  defendants  acquired  their  right  of  way  over  public 
unoccupied  lands  of  the  United  States,  they  have  the  right,  as 
against  one  acquiring  the  land  from  the  government  subject  to 
their  easement,  to  change  the  location  thereof  upon  his  land. 
He  took  his  land  subject  only  to  the  right  of  way  as  thus  located. "  * 

(3d  ed.) 

§  500.  Freedom  of  Change  Gradually  Passing  Away. — The 
prohibition    of   injury   is   rapidly    overshadowing    the    right    of 

2  Supra,  gee.  221  et  seq.,  appropria-  *  The  doctrine  of  injuria  sine  damno. 
tion  on  private  land;  infra,  sec.  501       See  infra,  sec.  642. 

et  seq.,  changes  of  ditches.  »  Vestal  v.  Young,  147  Cal.  721,  82 

3  Supra,  sec.  257.  As  against  set-  Pac.  383 ;  citing  McGuire  v.  Brown, 
tiers  prior  in  settlement  to  the  appro-  106  Cal.  660,  39  Pac.  1060,  30  L.  B.  A., 
priation  it  cannot  exist  at  aU  in  CaH-  N.  S.,  384. 

f ornia,  I&idL 
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change,  as  the  lands  pass  into  private  hands,  and  the  United 
States  withdraws  lands  that  remain  public.  The  right  of  change 
was  chiefly  an  instance  of  the  freedom  of  the  public  domain  exer- 
cised in  pioneer  days ;  and  to-day,  under  the  policy  of  conservation, 
changes  even  on  public  land  are  prohibited  except  by  special 
permit,  just  as  the  acquisition  of  new  rights  of  way.* 

A  further  force  is  the  modification  which  the  law  of  appropria- 
tion as  a  whole  is  undergoing  within  itself.''  As  this  book  has 
endeavored  to  keep  steadily  before  the  reader,  the  law  of  appro- 
priation,  having  arisen  as  a  possessory  right  upon  the  public  domain 
(converted  into  a  freehold  by  the  act  of  1866),  took  on  the 
features  of  a  system  based  upon  the  idea  of  possession  of  the 
stream,  more  than  of  any  specific  use  made.  Actual  diversion 
(taking  possession)  created  the  right;  capacity  of  ditch  (the 
amount  in  possession)  measured  the  right;  voluntary  abandon- 
ment (intentional  relinquishment  of  possession)  alone  caused  a 
loss  of  right.  Use  was  represented  by  the  requisite  of  hona  fide 
intention,  and  nonuse  was  represented  by  being  merely  evidence  of 
an  intention  to  abandon  possession.  Coming^  to  the  matter  of  this 
chapter,  the  possession  could  be  carried  and  changed  from  place  to 
place,  or  from  purpose  to  purpose,  or  the  point  of  diversion 
shifted  up  or  down  stream,  without  losing  priority  if  no  one  was 
injured.  The  rule  permitting  changes  is  but  one  instance  of  the 
possessory  origin  of  the  law  of  appropriation,  and  is  being  af- 
fected by  the  general  transition  in  the  law  of  appropriation  from 
a  possessory  to  a  specific  use  system.  In  this  change,  actual 
diversion  has  been  much  displaced  by  actual  use  as  the  crea- 
tion of  the  right ;  capacity  of  ditch  has  almost  wholly  disappeared 
as  a  measure  of  the  right;  intentional  abandonment  is  being  steadily 
displaced  by  nonuse  as  per  se  causing  loss  of  right;  and  recent 
legislation  is  being  directed  against  changes,  and  making  the  right 
inhere  inseparably  in  the  initial  mode  of  use,®  or  else  permitting 
change  but  only  after  a  hearing  in  court  or  with  consent  of  the 
State  Engineer,  which  is  to  be  given  sparingly,  as  below  considered. 

6  Sierra  Buttes  Co.  (Nov.  19,  1909),  «  In  1909  it  was  enacted  in  W70- 

38  Land  Dec.  .    See  iupra,  sec.      mi^K-  "Water-rights    cannot    be    de- 

.„-     .  tached  from  the  lands,  place  or  pur- 

4d0  et  seq.  p^g^  ^^^  which  t;hey  are  acquired,  with- 

T  See    cross-references    iupra,  see.      out    loss    of    priority."    Wyo.    Laws 

139.  1909,  e.  6S,  sec  1. 
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B.    CHANGE  OF  MEANS  OF  tJSB. 
(3a  «l.) 

.  §  601.  Change  of  Ditches,  etc. — ^It  has  been  said  that  the  ap- 
propriator  may  use  the  water  in  any  manner  necessary  to  carry 
out  the  use  for  which  it  was  appropriated .•  In  all  branches  of 
the  law  of  waters  it  is  immaterial  whether  the  use  is  in  steam 
boilers,  by  hydraulic  rams,  in  flumes  or  pipes,  or  appliances  of 
whatever  kind.^^  The  means  of  use  may  be  changed  so  long  as 
no  one  is  injured  in  making  the  change.  That  is,  the  priority  is 
not  lost;  and  whether  the  change  can  be  made  rests  on  whether 
the  acts  done  in  making  it  would  be  lawful  under  the  general 
law,  if  done  in  any  other  connection. 

Where  no  injury  to  others,  the  change  may  be  made  without 
loss  of  priority.  A  change  in  a  dam  is  permissible  of  no  injury 
to  others,"  and  a  new  ditch  may  be  substituted  for  an  old  one 
if  exactly  similar  and  in  the  same  position  and  no  damage 
results.^^  A  change  may  be  made  from  &  stream  diversion  to 
well  pumping  if  without  injury  to  others,*'  or  from  a  ditch  to 
a  natural  depression.** 

The  ditch  owner  has  a  right  generally  to  keep  his  works  in 
repair.** 


(3d  €d.) 

§  602.  Same. — The  point  being  an  illustration  of  the  principle 
that  the  law  of  appropriation  was  framed  for  the  public  lands 
(where,  hitherto,  the  United  States  permitted  absolute  freedom 
under  the  act  of  1866 ),*•  the  appropriator,  in  making  his  change, 
must  in  no  way  impinge  upon  lands  or  rights  already  in  private 
ownership. 


9  Stone  T.  Bumpus,  46  Cal.  218,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  278;  Abbott  v.  Pond, 
142  Cal.  393,  76  Pac.  60;  Thomas  v. 
Guiraud,  6  Colo.  533. 

10  Charnock  v.  Higuerra,  111  Cal. 
473,  52  Am.  St.  Rep.  195,  44  Pac.  171, 
32  L.  R.  A.  190;  Coleman  v.  Le  Franc, 
137  Cal.  214,  69  Pac.  1011;  Miller  etc. 
V.  Rickey,  127  Fed.  573;  Thomas  v. 
Guiraud,  6  Colo.  530;  Pomeroy  on  Ri- 
parian Rights,  sec.  50;  Cal.  Civ.  Code, 
sec.  1415. 

11  Seweard  v.  Pacific  etc,  Co.,  49 
Or.  157,  88  Pac.  963. 

12  Greer  v.  Heiser,  16  Colo.  306,  26 
Pac.  770. 

13  Hudson  V.  Bailey,  156  Cal.  617, 
105  Pac.   748.     See,  also,  Barton  v. 


Riverside  Co.,  155  Cal.  509,  101  Pac. 
790,  23  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  331 ;  Perry  v. 
Calkins  (Cal.),  113  Pac.  136. 

14  Parties  owning  the  right  to  the 
use  of  water  may  change  the  method 
of  conveying  it  to  the  point  of  use,  if 
such  change  does  not  materially  preju- 
dice others'  rights;  and  in  doing  so 
any  dry  ravine,  gulch,  or  hollow,  as 
well  as  the  natural  channel  of  a  stream, 
may  be  used  by  the  appropriator  of 
water  in  its  transmission  to  the  place 
of  use.  Hough  v.  Porter,  51  Or.  318, 
95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac. 
728. 

15  Supra,  sec.  460;  infra,  sec.  657. 
10  Supra^  aecs.  92,  198. 
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The  matter  is  the  same  as  that  fully  considered  in  discussing 
whether  an  appropriation  can  be  made  on  private  land,^^  and 
need  not  be  here  further  considered  than  to  say  that,  while  the 
Ck)lorado  doctrine  allows  such  appropriation  and  change  as 
against  any  landowner  claim  (riparian  right)  to  the  water  on  the 
land/®  all  jurisdictions  to-day  deny  it  as  against  the  landowner's 
right  in  the  land  itself/*  and  the  result  is  practically  that  no  change 
of  means  of  use  can  be  made  on  private  land  at  all  against  the 
landowner's  opposition,  even  though  the  land  was  public  when 
the  ditch  was  originally  built  Statutes  allowing  changes  on 
private  land  even  against  the  will  of  the  landowner  must  be 
framed  on  the  lines  of  condemnation  under  the  power  of 
eminent  domain,  on  due  notice  and  compensation.*® 

As  the  right  to  the  ditch  or  other  artificial  watercourse  is  an 
easement,  no  change  can  be  made  against  the  landowner  over 
whose  land  the  ditch  passes  that  is  burdensome  to  the  servient 
tenement,  or  that  changes  the  character  of  the  servitude;  such 
jELs  moving  a  ditch  to  a  new  place,  or  enlarging  it.*^  Even  if  the 
enlargement  or  change  would  benefit  the  servient  estate,  the 
owner  thereof  has  a  right  to  be  his  own  judge  of  whether  he 
will  permit  it.*^  At  the  present  day  it  is  important  to  note  that 
consequently  a  ditch  cannot  be  changed  to  a  pipe-line,  because 
it  is  held  to  be  a  material  change  in  the  character  of  the  servi- 
tude.^ In  a  case  decided  by  the  supreme  court  of  California'* 
it  is  said  by  Mr.  Justice  Angellotti:  "We  need  not  here  discuss 
the  question  as  to  whether  defendants  might  lawfully  have  con- 
structed a  ditch  of  the  same  size  as  their  flume  along  their  flume 
line.^    They  constructed  this  ditch  upon  another  line,  and  for 


17  Svpra,  sec.  221  et  seq. 

18  Suifra,  sec.  118. 
i»  Supra,  sec.  221. 

20  See  chapter  on  eminent  domaht, 
infra,  sec.  604  et  seq. 

21  Burris  v.  People's  Ditch  Co.,  104 
Cal.  248,  37  Pac.  922;  Joseph  v.  Ager, 
108  Cal.  517,  41  Pac.  422;  Jacob  v. 
Daj,  111  Cal.  571,  44  Pac.  243;  North 
Pork  etc.  Co.  v.  Edwards,  121  Cal.  662, 
54  Pac.  69;  Los  Angeles  v.  Pomeroy, 
125  Cal.  420,  58  Pac.  69;  Vestal  v. 
Younjr,  147  Cal.  715,  721,  82  Pac.  381, 
383 ;  Kern  etc.  Co.  v.  Bakersfield,  151 
Cal.  403.  90  Pac.  1052;  Colegrove  etc. 
Co,  V.  Hollywood,  151  CaL  425,  90  Pac. 
1053,  13  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  904;  Snyder 
▼.  Colorado  etc.  Co.  (Colo.  C.  G.  A.), 


181  Fed.  62;  Welty  v.  Gibson,  42  Colo. 
18,  93  Pac.  1093. 

And  cases  cited  supra,  sec.  221  et 
seq.    Appropriation  on  private  land. 

22  Oahu  etc.  Co.  v.  Armstrong,  18 
Hawaii,  258. 

23  Allen  V.  San  Jose  Water  Co.,  92 
Cal.  138,  28  Pac.  215,  15  L.  B.  A.  93; 
Oliver  v.  Agasse,  132  Cal.  297,  64  Pac. 
401.  Contra,  Bean  r.  Stoneman,  104 
Cal.  49,  37  Pac.  777,  38  Pac.  39. 

24  Vestal  V.  loung,  147  Cal.  715, 
721,  82  Pac.  381,  383. 

25  Saying,  "See,  however,  Allen  t. 
San  Jose  Land  &  Water  Co.,  92  Cal. 
138,  28  Pac.  215,  15  L.  R.  A.  93 ;  Bar- 
rows T.  Fox,  98  Cal.  63.  66,  32  Pae. 
Sll." 
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this  purpose  they  appropriated  to  their  use  different  land  of 
plaintiff.  The  precise  location  of  the  right  of  way  had  been  as 
definitely  and  finally  fixed  by  the  acts  of  the  defendants  as  it 
would  have  been  had  the  metes  and  bounds  been  set  forth  in  an 
instrument  of  grant.^  Defendants  had  acquired  the  right  to 
that  precise  location  and  no  other.  The  remainder  of  plaintiff's 
land  was  his,  free  from  any  right  of  defendants.  We  know  of  no 
principle  of  law  that  would  warrant  defendants  in  subjecting, 
without  his  consent,  another  and  different  portion  of  his  land  to 
their  use,  even  although  they  abandoned  their  former  location. 
It  is  elementary  that  the  location  of  an  easement  of  this  character 
cannot  be  changed  by  either  party  without  the  other's  consent, 
after  it  has  once  been  finally  established,  whether  by  the  express 
terms  of  a.  grant,  or  by  acts  of  the  parties  tantamount  in  their 
effect.^  The  granting  of  a  right  over  one  portion  of  a  person's 
land  gives  the  grantee  no  right  over  any  other  portion.  Where 
such  a  grantee  attempts  to  exercise  his  right  over  some  other 
portion,  by  subjecting  such  portion  to  his  use,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  owner,  he  deprives  the  owner  of  the  free  use  and 
possession  thereof,  and  his  acts,  if  continued  the  requisite  time, 
will  ripen  into  an  easement,  and  the  owner  will  be  permanently 
deprived  of  his  property.  That  such  a  result  injuriously  affects 
the  rights  of  the  owner  cannot  well  be  questioned.  As  was  said 
in  Burris  v.  People's  Ditch  Oo. :  ^  *It  is  well  settled  that  the  owner 
of  an  easement  cannot  change  its  character,  or  materially 
increase  the  burden  upon  the  servient  estate,  or  injuriously  affect 
the  rights  of  other  persons.'  It  is  entirely  immaterial  in  this 
connection  that  the  new  line  was  only  from  one  to  twenty  feet 
distant  from,  the  old  line.  It  was  upon  property,  of  plaintiff 
over  which  defendants  had  no  right  whatever,  and  the  principle 
is  the  s^me  as  if  the  new  line  had  been  hundreds  of  feet  from 
the  old  one."  A  later  case  states  the  same  principle,  and  Mr. 
Justice  Sloss  says:  **The  laying  of  pipe  on  a  new  line,  or  the 
substitution  of  pipe  for  a  ditch  or  wooden  conduit,  or  for  pipe 
of  a  smaller  size,  was  therefore  not  authorized  by  the  mere  fact 
that  water  had  already  been  conducted  across  the  highway  in 
another  manner.*'* 

1  Saying,  "See  14  Cyc.  Law  ft  Pr.,  «  104  Cal.  248,  37  Pac.  922. 

pp.  1161,  1205."  4  Colegrove  etc.  Co.  v.   HollTWOod, 

2  Saving,  "See  Jaqui  v.  Johnson,  27      151  Cal.  425,  90  Pac.  1053,  13  L.  B. 
N.  J.  Eq.  526,  552."  A.,  N.  S.,  904. 
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As  against  persons  other  than  the  landowner  (that  is,  existing 
appropriators  of  water)  no  change  can  be  made  to  their  injury, 
either.  For  example,  reservoirs  cannot  be  added  to  an  irrigation 
system  if  thereby  other  appropriators  will  suffer  injury.''  Rais- 
ing a  dam  higher  is  not  within  an  appropriator's  right  against 
subsequent  appropriators.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  503.  Same. — ^The  ditch-owner,  likewise,  cannot  be  forced 
to  make  a  change  by  the  landowner.  The  latter  cannot  force 
the  former  to  substitute  a  pipe-line  for  his  ditch,^  even  though 
the  pipe-line  would  be  a  more  eflBcient  way  of  handling  the 
water,  minimizing  loss  in  transmission.® 

In  this  connection  it  has  recently  been  said  in  Oregon  that 
while  old  methods  under  excessive  water  supply  enabled,  with  the 
aid  of  a  few  dams  in  the  channels  and  sloughs,  irrigation  with  little 
expense,  the  parties  must,  when  the  demand  for  water  increases, 
change  their  methods  of  application  and  use  of  the  water  by  the 
construction  of  .ditches,  etc.,  to  avoid  the  waste.  The  wasteful 
methods  so  common  with  early  settlers  can,  under  the  light  most 
favorable  to  their  system  of  use,  be  deemed,  it  was  held,  only 
a  privilege  permitted  merely  because  it  could  be  exercised  with- 
out substantial  injury  to  anyone ;  and  no  right  to  such  methods  of 
vise  was  acquired  thereby.^  A  recent  Utah  case  rules  that  a  prior 
appropriator  of  a  lake  may  be  forced  to  change  his  works  so  as  to 
admit  a  later  taking  of  the  surplus  by  another.*®  Likewise,  in  an- 
other case  **  it  was  held  that  an  appropriator  using  the  water  by 
current-wheels,  which  required  a  large  flowing  volume,  when  he 
could  get  the  same  power  by  wheels  of  a  different  type  requiring 
much  less  water,  could  be  forced  by  a  subsequent  claimant  to  make 
the  change,  or,  at  all  events,  could  get  no  relief  for  interference 
with  his  current-wheels.  The  real  tendency  of  these  decisions 
has  already  been  considered  elsewhere ;  ^  they  represent,  in 
reality,  a  new  departure  in  the  law  of  appropriation. 

B  Colorado  etc.  Ck).  T.  Larimer  etc.  «  Barrows  v.   Eox,   98   Cal.   63,   32 

Co.,  26  Colo.  47,  56  Pac.   185;   New  Pac.  811. 

Loveland  etc.  Co.  v.  Consolidated  etc.  o  Hough  v.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95 

Co.,  27  Colo.  525,  62  Pac.  366,  52  L.  B.  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  at  1102,  102 

A.  266;  Windsor  Res.  Co.  v.  Lake  Sup-  Pac.  728. 

ply  Co.,  44  Colo.  214,  98  Pac.  729.  lo  Salt     Lake     City     v.     Gardner 

•  Greeley   etc.   Co.   v.   Von   Trotha  (Utah),  114  Pac.  147. 

(Colo.),  108  Pac.  985.  n  Schodde  v.   Twin  Falls  etc.  Co., 

T  Gregory  v.  Nelson,  41  CaL  278,  12  161  Fed.  43,  88  C.  C.  A.  207. 

Moir.  Min.  Bep.  124.  u  Supra,  sec.  310. 
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Recent  statutes  contain  provisions  for  forcing  a  ditch  or  canal 
owner  to  change  his  ditch.^'  To  some  extent,  such  statutes  must 
evidently  depend  for  their  validity  upon  condemnation  under 
the  power  of  eminent  domain,  after  hearing  and  compensation.^^ 
So,  to  some  extent,  must  the  foregoing  rulings,  as  is  recognized  in  the 
Utah  case  just  cited. 


C.    CHANGE  OP  POINT  OP  DIVERSION. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  604.  Change  of  Diversion. — A  change  of  point  of  diversion 
may  be  made  if  done  without  injury  to  the  rights  of  others  (a 
question  of  fact),  otherwise  not.** 


18  A  common  proYision  is  that,  for 
economj  of  Bupplj,  one  maj  be  f dreed 
by  the  water  officials  to  substitute  a 
flume  or  pipe  for  a  ditch.  E.  g.,  Wyo. 
Rev.  Stats.  930;  Or.  Stats.  1909,  e. 
216,  sec.  55;  Utah  Stats.  1911,  c.  104, 
p.  145,  see.  10.  An  Idaho  statute  en- 
acts that  one  may  change  another's 
lateral  from  one  place  on  one's  land  to 
another.     Idaho  Stats.  1907,  p.  237. 

14  Infra,  c.  26. 

15  Alaska. — Miocene  D.  Co.  v.  CJam- 
pion  M.  Co.,  3  Alaska,  572. 

Arieona. — Miller  y.  Douglas,  7  Ariz. 
41,  60  Pac.  722. 

California. — Kidd  v.  Laird,  15  Cal. 
116,  76  Am.  Dec.  472,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Bep.  571,  is  the  leading  case.  The 
other  California  cases  are  cited  under 
"change  of  place  of  use,"  as  the  de- 
cisions have  usually  treated  the  two 
questions  together.  Civ.  Code,  1412, 
1415.  Compare  Barton"  v.  Riverside 
Co.,  155  Cal.  509,  101  Pac.  790,  23  L. 
R.  A.,  N.  S.,  331,  percolating  waters. 

Colorado. — Bear  etc.  Co.  v.  Wilson, 
38  Colo.  101,  88  Pac.  265;  Wadsworth 
etc.  Co.  V.  Brown,  39  Colo.  57,  88  Pac. 
1060;  Crippen  v.  Glasgow,  38  Colo. 
104,  87  Pac.  1073;  Coffin  v.  Left  Hand, 
Ditch  Co.,  6  Colo.  443;  Thomas  v. 
Guiraud,  6  Colo.  530;  Sieber  v.  Frink, 
7  Colo.  148,  2  Pac.  901;  Hammond  v. 
Rose,  11  Colo.  524,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  258, 
19  Pac.  466;  Fuller  v.  Swan  River 
Min.  Co.,  12  Colo.  12,  19  Pac.  836,  16 
Morr.  Min.  R-ep.  252 ;  Strickler  v.  Colo- 
rado Springs,  16  Colo.  61,  25  Am.  St. 
Rep.  245,  26  Pac.  313 ;  Greer  v.  Heiser, 
16  Colo.  306,  26  Pac.  770;  Wyatt  v. 
Larimer  etc.  Co.,  18  Colo.  298,  36  Am. 


St.  Rep.  280.  33  Pac.  144  (dictum); 
Nichols  V.  Mcintosh,  19  Colo.  22,  34 
Pac.  280;  Knowles  v.  Clear  Cr.  etc. 
Co.,  18  Colo.  209,  32  Pac.  279;  Cache 
La  Poudre  etc.  Co,  v.  Water  etc.  Co.,  25 
Colo.  161,  71  Am.  St.  Rep.  131,  53  Pac. 
331,  46  L.  R.  A.  175;  Handy  D.  Co.  v. 
Louden  I.  C.  Co.,  27  Colo.  615,  62  Pac. 
847;  New  Cache  La  Poudre  etc.  Co.  v. 
Water  etc.  Co.,  29  Colo.  469,  68  P*ic. 
781;  Fluke  v.  Ford,  85  Colo.  112,  84 
Pac.  469;  Hallett  v.  Carpenter,  37 
Colo.  30,  86  Pac.  317;  New  Cache  etc. 
Co.  V.  Arthur  etc.  Co.,  37  Colo.  530,  87 
Pac.  799;  Robertson  v.  Wilmoth,  40 
Colo.  74,  90  Pac.  95;  Lower  Latham 
Co.  V.  Bijou  Co.,  41  Colo.  212,  93  Pac. 
483;  Diez  v.  Hartbauer,  46  Colo.  599, 
105  Pac.  868 ;  3  Mills'  Ann.  Stats.,  2d 
ed.,  sees.  S273d-2273f. 

Idaho. — Hill  v.  Standard  Min.  Co., 
12  Idaho,  223,  85  Pac.  907;  Walker  v. 
McGinness,  8  Idaho,  540,  69  Pac. 
1003;  Hard  v.  Boise  etc.  Co.,  9  Idaho, 
589,  76  Pac.  331,  65  L.  R.  A.  107. 

Montana. — Civ.  Code,  sec.  1882; 
Columbia  M.  Co.  v.  Holter,  1  Mont. 
296;  Alder  Gulch  etc.  Co.  v.  Hayes,  6 
Mont.  31,  9  Pac.  581;  Meagher  v. 
Hardenbrook,  11  Mont.  385,  28  Pac. 
451;  Middle  Cr.  D.  Co.  v.  Henry,  15 
Mont.  558,  39  Pac.  1054;  Hays  v.  Buz- 
ard,  31  Mont.  74,  77  Pac.  423;  Carl- 
son V.  City  of  Helena  (Mont.),  114 
Pac.  110. 

Nebraska. — Cobbey's  Ann.  Stats., 
sec.  6751;  Farmers'  etc.  Co.  v.  Gothen- 
burg etc.  Co.,  73  Neb.  223,  102  N.  W. 
487. 

iSTerada.— Stats.  1907,  p.  30;  Smith 
▼.  Logan,  18  Nev.  149,  1  Pac.  678; 
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Whether  the  use  is  for  mining  or  agriculture,  the  rule  is  the 
same.^* 

The  appropriator  may  have  a  double  point  of  diversion.  He 
may  use  a  main  flume  and  a  branch  flume  above,  as  his  business 
requires,  sometimes  diverting  the  water  by  one,  and  sometimes  by 
the  other."  An  appropriator  having  rights  on  two  creeks  can- 
not be  required  to  exhaust  his  rights  on  one  before  using  the 
other.^® 


(3d  ed.) 

§  606.  Same. — The  point  of  diversion  cannot  be  changed  if 
the  change  will  injure  others.*®  Subsequent  appropriators  are 
entitled  to  as  much  protection  against  change  in  point  of  diversion 
by  others  as  are  prior  appropriators.^  In  the  case  just  cited, 
the  right  to  change  the  point  of  diversion  two  miles  and  a 
quarter  up  creek  was  refused.  In  one  case  it  is  said:^^  ''This 
court  has  repeatedly  held  that  an  appropriator  could  not  change 
his  place  of  diversion  of  the  waters  of  any  stream,  if  such  change 
in  any  manner  affected. a  lower  appropriator  of  the  waters  of 
such  stream,  even  though  the  lower  appropriator  be  subsequent 
in  right.  The  reasons  of  such  conclusion,  it  seemj  to  us,  are  well 
founded.  Where  the  lower  appropriator  makes  his  appropria- 
tion, he  has  the  right  to  assume  the  upper  appropriator  will 
continue  the  use  of  the  water  as  he  found  it,  and  if  any  change 


Barnes  v.  Sabron,  10  Nev.  217,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  673. 

Oregon, — Tolman  v.  Casey,  15  Or. 
83,  13  Pac.  669;  Cole  v.  Logan,  24  Or. 
304,  33  Pac.  568;  Bolter  v.  Garrett,  44 
Or.  304,  75  Pac.  142 ;  Williams  v.  Alt- 
now,  51  Or.  275,  95  Pac.  200,  97  Pac. 
539;  Whited  v.  Cavin  (Or.),  105  Pac. 
396, 

Utah. — Hague  v.  Nephi  Irr.  Co.,  16 
Utah,  421,  67  Am.  St.  Rep.  634,  52 
Pac.  765,  41  L.  R.  A.  311. 

Statutes  to  this  effect  are  cited  un- 
der change  of  place  of  use,  infra,  since 
the  statutes,  like  the  decisions,  usuaUj 
consider  the  two  questions  together. 

16  Fuller  V.  Swan  R.  Co.,  12  Colo. 
12,  19  Pac.  836,  16  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
252 ;  Strickler  v.  Colorado  Springs,  16 
Colo.  68,  25  Am.  St.  Rep.  245,  26  Pac. 
313. 

17  Hobart  v.  Wicks,  15  Nev.  418,  2 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  1. 


18  Norman  v.  Corbley,  32  Mont.  195, 
79  Pac.  1059. 

In  Utah  a  statute  provides  that 
storage  in  reservoir  shall  be  regarded 
as  a  diversion,  and  the  points  of  di- 
version include  point  where  water  is 
taken  from  the  stream,  and  the  center 
of  the  dam.  Utah  Comp.  Laws  1907, 
sec.  1288x6,  and  1909,  c.  62,  p.  84. 

10  Cases  in  preceding  list.  Walker 
▼.  McGinness,  8  Idaho,  540,  69  Pac. 
1003 ;  Columbia  Min.  Co.  v.  Holter,  1 
Mont.  296,  2  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  14; 
Whited  V.  Cavin  (Or.),  105  Pac.  396; 
Vogel  V.  Minnesota  etc.  Co.,  47  Colo. 
534,  107  Pac.  1108;  Montpelier  Co.  v. 
Montpelier- (Idaho),  113  Pac.  741  (cit- 
ing the  second  edition  of  this  book)^ 

20  Baer  etc.  Co.  v.  Wilson,  38  Colo. 
101,  88  Pac.  265. 

21  Hill  V.  Standard  Min.  Co.,  12 
Idaho,  223,  85  Pac.  907. 
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would  damage  him  in  the  use  of  his  appropriation,  the  courts 
will  protect  him  in  his  rights."^ 

Just  as  previously  pointed  out,  the  rule  permitting  change  of 
point  of  diversion  arose  on  the  public  domain  in  the  early  days, 
there  being  few  private  land  or  water  users  in  existence  to  be 
injured.  The  United  States,  as  to  public  land,  allowed  the 
utmost  freedom,  and  the  limitation  against  injury  was  less 
important  than  the  right  to  make  a  change;  while  to-day  the 
lands  and  waters  being  much  more  fully  taken  up  (and  the 
public  lands  reserved  and  withdrawn),  the  prohibition  of  injury 
to  others  is  the  more  important,  and  the  possibility  of  change 
is  becoming  less  and  less.  Just  as  in  regard  to  change  of  means 
of.  use  already  considered,  the  point  of  diversion  cannot  be 
changed  against  the  landowner's  opposition  when  the  land  on 
which  it  lies  has  passed  into  private  hands,  though  the  land> 
owner  suffers  no  actual  damage;  it  is  enough  that  he  took  his 
land  subject  only  to  existing  conditions,  and  no  others.^  And 
likewise  upon  public  land  itself  the  United  States  to-day  is  either 
prohibiting  new  ditch  building,  or  greatly  restricting  it  by 
requiring  compliance  with  the  Federal  Right  of  Way  Acts  and 
the  rules  laid  down  by  the  Forest  Service.^* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  606.    Statutory  Restrictions.— In  Colorado  ^  there  is  a  special 
statutory  provision*  which  requires  application  to  court  before 


22  The  rule  is  stated  in  Hargrave  t. 
Cook,  108  Cal.  72,  at  80,  41  Pac.  18, 
30  L.  R.  A.  390,  as  follows:  "He  may 
change  the  point  of  diversion  to  an- 
other place  upon  the  servient  tene- 
ment; he  is  nevertheless  limited  in  so 
doing  to  the  exigencies  of  the  situa- 
tion, and  has  no  right  to  make  such 
change  arbitrarily  and  at  will.  He 
may  do  so  when  under  certain  circum- 
stances it  is  required  to  enable  him  to 
take  the  amount  of  water  to  which  he 
has  ownership,  but  then  only  when 
'others  are  not  injured  by  the  change.' 
(Citing  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1412.)  His 
rights  are  the  rights  of  the  grantee  of 
an  easement,  and  extend,  in  the  matter 
of  changing  the  point  of  diversion,  no 
further  than  the  boundaries  of  the 
servient  tenement,  and  even  when  en- 
tering upon  this  he  is  under  obligation 
only  to  make  reasonable  changes  with 
reasonable  care,  and  also  to  repair,  so 


far  as  possible,  whatever  damage  his 
labors  may  have  occasioned.  (Citing 
Gale  and  Whately  on  Easements,  235.) 
As  to  lands  other  than  those  subject 
to  his  easement,  and  as  to  other  claim- 
ants and  owners,  he  can  make  no 
change  at  all  which  injuriously  affects 
them  or  their  rights.'' 

23  See  McGuire  v.  Brown,  106  Cal. 
660,  39  Pac.  1060,  30  L.  R.  A.  334; 
Vestal  V.  Young,  147  Cal.  715  and 
721,  82  Pac.  381,  383;  Snyder  v.  Colo- 
rado etc.  Co.  (C.  C.  A.  Colo.),  181 
Fed.  62;  Yogel  v.  Minnesota  etc.  Co., 
47  Colo.  534,  107  Pac.  1108. 

24  Supra,  sees.  202,  204  et  seq.,  430 
et  seq. 

26  For  list  of  citations,  see  last 
section. 

1  3  M.  A.  S.,  1905  ed.,  2273d  et 
seq.;  Rev.  Stats.  1908,  sec.  3226  et 
seq.;  Laws  1903,  p.  278  et  seq. 
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the  change  of  place  of  diversion  is  made,  and  is  based  on  analogy 
to  the  special  proceedings  for  the  adjudication  of  water-rights 
discussed  hereafter.^  This  statutory  procedure  governing  change 
in  point  of  diversion  has  been  upheld,*  even  as  to  rights  existing 
at  the  date  of  passage  of  the  act  or  in  course  at  that  time,  and 
is  not  unconstitutional  in  so  doing.*  The  procedure  for  change 
of  point  of  diversion  must  be  followed  before  the  change, 
though  made  before  the  act,  will  receive  legal  recognition,*^  and 
is  not  unconstitutional  on  that  account.®  Under  it,  priority  of 
right  may  at  the  same  time  be  ascertained,  and  water-rights  set- 
tled in  the  same  proceeding  J  **  Under  this  statute  we  consider 
it  necessary  that  a  petitioner  show  a  right  to  the  use  of  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  water  from  a  public  stream  for  irrigation  as 
a  condition  precedent  to  obtaining  a  decree  permitting  a  change 
in  its  point  of  diversion.  To  decree  in  favor  of  such  change 
where  the  volume  is  not  fixed  would  probably  lead  to  useless 
litigation  between  rival  claimants  and  the  water  commissioner.'*® 
But  in  a  proceeding  to  change  point  of  diversion  there  cannot  be 
decided,  it  has  been  held,  the  question  of  abandonment.* 

The  right  to  make  the  change  cannot  be  tested  in  different 
proceedings,  such  as  an  action  to  quiet  title,*^  or  by  making  the 
change  and  then  seeking  to  enjoin  the  water  commissioner  from 
interfering.^^  In  a  proceeding  by  a  landowner  to  change  his 
point  of  diversion  to  a  point  higher  up  on  the  stream,^^  owners 
of  land  below  the  point  of  the  original  intake  cannot  object  that 
the  owners  of  lands  between  the  old  and  new  point  of  diversion 
have  been  injuriously  affected  by  the  change.^'  The  change  may 
be  decreed  from  one  district  to  another  district,  and  defendants 
will  not  be  heard  to  say  that  users  in  an  intervening  district. 


2  Infra,  sec.  1222  et  seq. 

8  New  Cache  La  Poudre  etc.  Co.  ▼. 
Water  Supply  etc.  Co.,  29  Colo.  469, 
68   Pac.   781. 

4  New  Cache  La  Poudre  etc.  Co.  v. 
Water  Supply  etc.  Co.,  29  Colo.  469, 
68  Pac.  781;  Fluke  v.  Ford,  35  Colo. 
112,  84  Pac.  469. 

5  New  Cache  La  Poudre  etc.  Co.  t. 
Arthur  Irr.  Co.,  37  Colo.  530,  87  Pac. 
799;  Ashenfelter  v.  Carpenter,  37 
Colo.  534,  87   Pac.  800. 

«  Ibid. 

7  Hallet  V.  Carpenter,  37  Colo.  80, 
SQ  Pac.  317. 

Water  Righta — 35 


8  Bates  V.  Hall,  44  Colo.  360,  98 
Pac.  3. 

0  Lower  Latham  Co.  v.  Bijou  Co., 
41  Colo.  212,  93  Pac.  483. 

10  riuke  V.  Ford,  35  Colo.  112,  84 
Pac.  469;  Williams  v.  Conroy,  36 
Colo.    117,   83   Pac.   959. 

11  New  Cache  La  Poudre  etc.  Co. 
r.  Arthur  etc.  Co.,  37  Colo.  530,  87 
Pac.    799. 

12  As  authorized  by  Colorado  Laws 
of  1903,  p.  278. 

18  Crippen  v.  Glasgow,  38  Colo.  104, 
87  Pac  1073.  See  sec.  626  et  seq., 
infrti. 
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strangers  to  the  action,  miglit  be  injured  thereby.^^  The  Colorado 
statute^'  provides  that,  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  rights  of 
others  might  be  injuriously  affected,  the  court  shall  decree  the 
change  upon  terms  and  conditions  which  would  prevent  such 
injurious  effect.^^  In  the  event  of  the  supply  of  water  becoming 
insufficient  to  supply  the  appropriation,  the  decree  permitting 
the  transfer  will  be  construed  as  permitting  only  such  portion 
of  the  appropriation  as  the  amount  transferred  bears  to  the 
whole.*^  Where  a  water-right  is  under  executory  contract  of 
sale,  vendor  and  vendee  may  join  in  petition  to  change  point  of 
diversion.^® 

In  a  proceeding  to  change  point  of  diversion,  it  is  held  that 
the  question  of  whether  the  times  of  use  claimed  by  the  changer 
in  his  old  position  will  be  injurious  to  others  in  his  new  one 
should  not  be  determined,  if  there  is  any  doubt  on  the  evidence. 
It  should  be  left  until  actual  controversy  upon  it  arises,  unless 
the  change  will  per  $e  necessarily  have  an  injurious  result.^® 

The  Colorado  procedure  for  changing  point  of  diversion  has 
for  its  object  to  allow  a  remedy  by  protests  ixi  advance  of 
injury .2^  At  the  same  time,  if  the  decree  is  conclusive,  it  defeats 
the  remedy  where  the  injury  cannot  be  seen  in  advance.    **The 


I*  Lower  Latham  Co.  v.  Bijou  etc. 
Co.,  41  Colo.  212,  93  Pac.  483. 

16  SesB.  Laws  1903,  p.  278,  c.  124. 
ifl  See    Wadsworth    v.    Brown,    39 

Colo.  57,  88  Pac.  1060,  holding  that 
the  statutory  procedure  for  change  of 
point  of  diversion  applies  to  mutual 
ditch  companies. 

17  Hallet  V.  Carpenter,  37  Colo.  34, 
86  Pac.  317. 

18  Bates  v.  Hall,  44  Colo.  360,  98 
Pac.  3. 

19  Where  in  a  proceeding  to  change 
the  point  of  diversion,  of  petitioners' 
water-rights,  petitioners  desired  to 
change,  not  only  the  point  of  diver- 
sion, but  the  place  of  use,  and  to 
carry  the  volume  of  water  which  they 
claimed  to  own  through  a  new  ditch, 
and  for  the  irrigation  of  other  lands, 
and  to  fill  a  reservoir  four  or  five 
miles  beyond  the  landi^,  to  irrigate 
which  the  appropriation  was  orig- 
inally made,  respondents  were  en- 
titled to  show  the  changed  conditions 
affecting  them  which  would  ensue  if 
the  diversion  was  permitted,  and  also 


that  petitioners'  proposal  would  re- 
sult in  an  enlarged  use.  Bates  v. 
Hall,  44  Colo.  360,  98  Pac.  3,  say- 
ing: "In  New  Cache  etc.  Irr.  Co.  v. 
Water  S.  &  S.  Co.,  29  Colo.  469,  68 
Pac.  781,  we  said  that  it  was  not 
proper,  in  a  proceeding  to  change  the 
point  of  diversion,  to  go  into  the  ques- 
tion of  an  enlarged  use  which  the 
petitioner  might  make  of  the  water 
after  the  point  of  diversion  was 
changed;  but  this  was  immediately 
qualified  by  the  statement  that,  if  the 
evidence  showed  that  the  changed 
conditions  necessarily,  or  by  reason- 
able inference,  would  result  in  an  en- 
larged use,  the  petition  should  not  be 
granted.  In  the  light  of  the  offer 
made  by  respondents  the  court  should 
have  permitted  pertinent  evidence,  if 
any,  to  show  that  the  proposed  change 
would  necessarily  cause  the  injury 
which  they  alleged  would  be  in- 
flicted." 

20  Crippen    v.    Glasgow,    38    Col^. 
104,  87  Pac.  1073. 
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change  of  the  point  of  diversion  under  these  [Colorado]  statutes 
has  already  produced  considerable  litigation,  and  presents  most 
interesting  and  important  questions  for  solution.  "^^  The  stat- 
ute is  strictly  remedial  only,  the  right  to  make  the  change  where 
others  are  not  injured  having  existed  in  Colorado,  as  elsewhere, 
long  before  the  passage  of  the  statute.^ 

Reference  should  also  be  made  to  Part  VI  of  this  book  con- 
cerning the  Adjudication  of  Bight, 

(3d  ed.) 

§  607.  Same. — ^Under  the  recent  water  codes,  the  appropria- 
tor  is  usually  required  by  statute  to  apply  to  the  State  Engineer 
for  a  permit  before  changing  the  point  of  diversion.  The  State 
Engineer  is  then  required  to  publish  nature  of  the  application 
and  to  hear  any  protests  or  contests  of  those  who  claim  they 
will  be  injured,  and  to  make  his  decision  accordingly.^^  A 
statute  requiring  the  appropriator  to  obtain  the  permission  of 
the  Board  of  Irrigation  before  changing  place  of  diversion  or 
use  has  been  upheld  in  Nebraska.** 

The  difl&culty  with  this  and  the  Colorado  statutory  procedure 
is  in  the  very  thing  they  seek  to  accomplish,  viz.,  a  determina- 
tion in  advance  of  the  change.  Such,  however,  owing  to  the 
lack  in  men  of  even  the  highest  training  of  the  gift  of  prophecy, 
is  bound,  in  some  cases,  to  turn  out  impossible.  When  the  State 
Engineer  has  issued  the  permit  for  the  change,  and  it  turns  out 
that  he  erred  in  thinking  no  one  would  be  injured,  then  recourse 
must  be  open  to  the  courts  to  protect  the  injured  party,  as  the 
only  way  of  holding  the  statute  constitutional.^ 

This  new  legislation  is  an  instance  of  the  change  now  going 
on  in  the  law  of  appropriation  from  a  possessory  to  a  specific 
use  system.  So  far,  the  above  statutes  accept  the  principle  of 
change,  but  restrict  its  exercise.  The  Wyoming .  legislature  in 
1909  went  still  further,  and  prohibited  change  entirely.^ 

21  Mills'  Irrigation  Manual,  p.  68.  25  Infra,  sees.  1193,  1194.     In  Utah 

22  Lower  Latham  etc.  Co.  t.  Bijou  Stats.  1909,  c.  62,  p.  84,  it  is  ex- 
etc.  Co.,  41  Colo.  212,  93  Pac.  483.  pressly    provided    that    approval    of 

23  References  to  these  statutes  will  change  does  not  impair  vested  rights, 
be  found  in  Part  YIII.  i  8tats.  1909,  c.  68,  see.  1. 

24  Farmers'  etc.  Co.  v.  Gothenberg 
etc  Co.,  73  Neb.  223,  102  N.  W.  487. 
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D.     CHANGE  OF  PLACE  OP  USB. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  508.  Change  of  Place  of  Use. — The  place  of  use  may  be 
changed  if  others  are  not  thereby  injured.*  **The  person  entitled 
to  the  use  may  change  the  place  of  diversion,  if  others  are  not 


2  ArieoncL — Biggs  v.  Utah  Irr.  Co., 
7  Ariz.  331,  64  Pac.  494. 

California, — The  following  decisions 
uphold  change  of  place  of  use,  and 
several  of  them  at  the  same  time  in- 
volve change  of  means,  and  purpose 
of  use,  and  change  of  point  of  diver- 
sion. Maeris  v.  Bickncll,  7  Cal.  261, 
68  Am.  Dec.  257,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
601;  Ortman  y.  Dixon,  13  Cal.  33; 
McDonald  v.  Bear  River  Co.,  13  Cal. 
220,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  626;  Kidd  y. 
Laird,  15  Cal.  161,  72  Am.  Dec.  472, 
4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  571;  McKinney  y. 
Smith,  21  Cal.  374,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
650;  Butte  Table  Mountain  Co.  v. 
Morgan,  19  Cal.  609,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  583;  Davis  y.  Gale,  32  Cal.  26, 
91  Am.  Dec.  554,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
604;  Junkans  v.  Bergin,  67  Cal.  267, 
7  Pac.  684;  Ware  v.  Walker,  70  Cal. 
591,  12  Pac.  475;  Ramel  v.  Irish,  96 
Cal.  214,  31  Pac.  41;  McGuire  v. 
Brown,  106  Cal.  660,  39  Pac.  1060, 
30  L.  R.  A.  384;  Hargrave  v.  Cook, 
108  Cal.  72,  41  Pac.  18,  30  L.  R.  A. 
390;  Chamock  v.  Higuerra,  111  Cal. 
473,  52  Am.  St.  Rep.  195,  44  Pac. 
171,  32  L.  R.  A.  190;  Santa  Paula 
etc.  Co.  V.  Peralta,  113  Cal.  38,  45 
Pac.  168;  Smith  v.  Corbit,  116  Cal. 
587,  48  Pac.  725;  San  Louis  etc.  Co. 
V.  Estrada,  117  Cal.  168,  48  Pac. 
1075;  Vineland  etc.  Co.  v.  Azusa  etc. 
Co.,  126  Cal.  486,  58  Pac.  1057,  46 
L.  R.  A.  820;  Byers  v.  Colonial  etc. 
Co.,  134  Cal.  553.  66  Pac.  732;  Craig 
V.  Crafton  etc.  Co.,  141  Cal.  178,  74 
Pac.  762;  Soutl^em  Cal.  etc.  Co.  y. 
Wilshire,  144  Cal.  68,  at  72,  77  Pac. 
767;  Southside  etc.  Co.  v.  Burson, 
147  Cal,  401,  81  Pac.  1107;  Calkins  v. 
Sorosis  etc.  ('o.,  150  Cal.  426,  88  Pac. 
1094;  Walnut  Irr.  Dist.  v.  Burke,  158 
Cal.  165-168,  110  Pac.  518. 

Colorado. — Coffin  v.  Left  Hand  D. 
Co.,  6  Colo.  443;  Thomas  v.  Gulraud, 
6  Colo.  530;  Hammond  v.  Rose,  11 
Colo.  524,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  258,  19 
Pac.  466;  Fuller  v.  Swan  River  etc. 
Co.,  12  Colo.  12,  19  Pac.  836,  16 
Morr,  Min.  Rep.  252 ;  Strickler  v.  City 


Colo.  Springs,  16  Colo.  61,  25  Am. 
St.  Rep.  245,  26  Pac.  313;  Greer  v. 
Heiser,  16  Colo.  306,  26  Pac.  770; 
Wyatt  V.  Larimer  Co.,  18  Colo.  298, 
36  Am.  St.  Rep.  280,  33  Pac.  144; 
Oppenlander  v.  D.  Co.,  18  Colo.  142, 
31  Pac.  854;  Knowles  v.  Clear  Creek 
etc.  Co.,  18  Colo.  209,  32  Pac.  279; 
Larimer  Co.  v.  Cache  La  Poudre  Irr. 
Co.,  8  Colo.  App.  237,  45  Pac.  525; 
Cache  La  Poudre  Co.  v.  Water  Sup. 
Co.,  25  Colo.  161,  71  Am.  St.  Rep.  131, 
53  Pac.  331,  46  L.  R.  A.  175;  King 
y.  Ackroyd,  28  Colo.  488,  66  Pac.  906; 
City  of  Telluride  v.  Davis,  33  Colo. 
855,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  101,  80  Pac. 
1051;  Town  of  Sterling  v.  Pawnee 
Co.,  42  Colo.  421,  94  Pac.  431,  15  L. 
R.  A.,  N.  B.,  238;  Diez  v.  Hartbauer, 
46  Colo.  599,   105  Pac.  868. 

Idaho. — Mahoney  v.  Neiswanger,  6 
Idaho,  750,  59  Pac.  561;  Hard  v. 
Boise  City  Irr.  &  L.  Co.,  9  Idaho,  589, 
76  Pac.  331,  65  L,  R.  A.  407;  Village 
of  Hailey  y.  Riley,  14  Idaho,  481,  95 
Pac.  686,  17  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  86. 

Montana, — Civ.  Code,  sec.  1882; 
Woolman  v.  Garringer,  1  Mont.  535, 
1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  675;  Meagher  y. 
Hardenbrook,  11  Mont.  385,  28  Pac 
451;  Middle  Cr.  D.  Co.  y.  mnxy,  16 
Mont.  558,  39  Pac.  1054;  Gassert  y. 
Noyes,  18  Mont.  216,  44  Pac.  959; 
Power  y.  Switzer,  21  Mont.  523,  55 
Pac.  32;  Smith  y.  Denniff,  24  Mont. 
20,  81  Am.  St.  Rep.  408,  60  Pac.  398, 
50  L.  R.  A.  741;  Hays  y.  Buzard,  31 
Mont.  74,  77  Pac.  423. 

Nebraska. — Farmers*  Irr.  Co.  v. 
Gothenburg  Irr.  Co.,  73  Neb.  223,  102 
N.  W.  487. 

Nevada. — Smith  v.  Logan,  18  Nev. 
149,  1  Pac.  678;  Union  etc.  Co.  v. 
Dangberg,  81  Fed.  73. 

New  Mexico. — Trambley  y.  Luter- 
man,  6  N.  M.  15,  27  Pac.  312. 

Oregon. — Wimer  v.  Simmons,  27  Or. 
1,  50  Am.  St.  Rep.  685,  39  Pac.  6; 
Nevada  Ditch  Co,  y,  Bennett,  30  Or. 
59,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  777,  45  Pac.  472; 
Hough  y.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac. 
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injured  by  such  change,  and  may  extend  the  ditch,  flume,  pipe, 
or  aqueduct  by  which  the  diversion  is  made  to  places  beyond 
that  where  the  first  use  was  made."* 

The  change  may  be  from  one  portion  of  one's  land  to  another, 
as  well  as  to  different  land.^ 

It  is  said  in  a  recent  case  in  Idaho:  ''There  is  no  statute  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  this  State,  which  prohibits  a  desert 
entryman  from  disposing  of  the  water  used  for  final  proof, 
separate  from  the  land,  after  proof  has  been  made.  When  the 
water  had  been  used  for  reclaiming  said  land,  and  final  proof 
of  the  same  had  been  submitted  to  the  government  and  patent 
issued  therefor,  the  entryman  had  complied  with  the  legal  require- 
ments prescribed  by  the  government,  and  took  title  to  his  land 
without  any  conditions  or  restrictions.  The  land  became  his 
property  to  dispose  of  as  he  might  see  fit,  either  the  water  and 
the  land  together  or  separately.  In  the  case  of  Hard  v.  Boise 
City  Irrigation  &  Land  Co.,*^  this  court  held  that  the  owner  of 
a  water-right,  by  purchase,  or  original  appropriation,  had  a  right 
to  dispose  of  the  same  and  sell  the  water  separate  and  apart 
from  the  land.  To  the  same  effect  is  Johnston  v.  Little  Horse 
Irr.  Co.'  If  this  be  a  correct  statement  of  the  law,  then  the 
trial  court  erred  in  its  conclusion  of  law,  to  the  effect  that  the 
water  applied  to  the  desert  entry  became  appurtenant  to  the  land 
and  inseparable  therefrom. "  ^ 


732,    98    Pac.    1083,    102    Pac.    72S; 
Whited  V.  Cavin  (Or.),  105  Pac.  396. 

t^toA.— Elliott  V.  Whitmore  (Uteh), 
24  Pae.  673;  Patterson  ▼.  Ryan 
(Utah),  108  Pac.  1118. 

Washington.  —  Thorpe  ▼.  Tenem 
Ditch  Co.,  1  Wash.  566,  20  Pae.  588. 

Wyoming. — Willey  v.  Decker,  11 
Wyo.  496,  100  Am.  St.  Rep,  939,  73 
Pac.  210;  Johnston  v.  Little  Horse 
etc.  Co.,  13  Wyo.  208,  110  Am.  St. 
Rep.  986,  79  Pac.  22,  70  L.  R.  A.  341. 

Statutes. — These  rules  are  now  in- 
corporated in  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sees. 
1412,  1415;  Wyo.  Stats.  1905,  p.  147; 
S.  D.  Stats.  1905,  p.  201,  sec.  48; 
Okl.  Stats.  1905,  p.  274,  sec.  10;  N. 
M.  State.  1905,  p.  270,  sec.  6;  and  the 
statutes  of  other  States  generally. 
Sec  statutes  infra,  Part  VITI. 

See,  also,  JPomeroy  on  Riparian 
Rightly  80C8.  46,  92;  Kinney  on  Irri- 


gation, sees.  154,  156:  Gk>uld  on 
Waters,  sec.  230;  17  Am.  ft  Eng. 
Ency.  of  Law,  485,  497. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  note  that 
in  Hawaii,  where  a  peculiar  system 
of  its  own  prevails  concerning  waters, 
a  water-right  is  also  held  not  to  be 
inseparable  from  the  land  on  which 
first  used.  Haw.  Com.  Co.  v.  Wailuku 
Co.,  15  Hawaii,  611;  Lonoaea  v.  Wai- 
luku Co.,  9  Hawaii,  651. 

3  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1412. 

4  Santa  Paula  etc.  Co.  v.  Peralta, 
113  Cal.  38,  45  Pac.  168. 

8  9  Idaho,  589,  76  Pac.  331,  65  L. 
R.  A.  407. 

«  13  Wyo.  208,  110  Am.  St.  Rep. 
986,  79  Pac.  22,  70  L.  R.  A.  341. 

7  Village  of  Hailey  v.  Riley,  14 
Idaho,  481,  95  Pac.  686,  17  L.  R.  A., 
N.  8.,  86. 
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A  change  of  place  of  use  from  one  fork  to  another  fork  is  no 
injury  to  an  appropriator  below  the  junction  of  the  two  forks.* 

But  if  the  change  causes  injury  to  others,  it  cannot  be  made 
against  their  objection.  **Altnow's  appropriation  was  made  for 
the  purpose  of  irrigating  land  east  of  the  stream.  By  such 
appropriation  he  acquired  a  prior  right  to  water  sufficient  for 
that  purpose.  He  did  not,  however,  acquire  title  to  the  water, 
but  only  the  right  to  use  it  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
appropriated.  When  not  needed  for  that  purpose,  it  was  subject 
to  appropriation  by  others,  and  he  cannot  subsequently  change 
or  enlarge  his  use  to  th^ir  injury."®  Likewise  as  to  change  of 
place  of  storage.  ''The  change  of  place  of  storage  or  use  from 
one  reservoir  to  another,  if  not  identical,  in  principle,  is 
analogous  to  a  change  of  place  of  use  of  irrigating  water  from 
one  tract  of  land  to  another,"  and  cannot  be  made  to  the  injury 
of  other  appropriators.^^  That  the  change  will  not  be  permitted 
in  case  it  injures  others  is  involved  in  all  the  cases  cited  in  this 
chapter. 

The  court  may  permit  the  change  with  conditions  expressed 
in  the  decree  to  prevent  such  injury.^^  Only  injured  parties 
may  object;  a  water  commissioner  cannot  refuse  to  give  water, 
on  his  own  motion,  because  of  the  change.^^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  600.  Statutory  Bestrictionfl. — ^This  rule  of  change  of  place  of 
use  arose  in  the  early  mining  days  upon  public  domain  where 
there  was  no  one  to  be  injured;  and  the  irrigation  engineers 
to-day  believe  it  unfortunate  in  its  application  to  irrigation 
under  conditions  of  rapid  settlement,  and  the  recent  water  codes 
contain  provisions  that  "the  right  to  the  use  of  water  for  irri- 
gation inheres  in  the  land  irrigated,"  and  make  the  appropria* 
tion  inseparable  therefrom  (being  abandoned  when  no  longer 
there  used),  or  else  separable  only  after  application  to  the  State 
Engineer,  publication  of  notice,  protest  of  other  parties  concerned 

8  Saunders   v.    Robison,   14   Idaho,  lO  Windsor  Co.  v.  Lake  Supply  Co. 

770,  95  Pac.  1057.  (1909),  44  Colo.  214,  98  Pac.  729. 

«k  Txr-iT« ^     Ai4.,,«™    K^    r\^    o7r?  *^  Walnut  Irr.  Dist.  v.  Burke,  158 

•  Williams  V.  Altnow,  51  Or.  275,      ^^    ^^^^  ^^g^  ^^^  p^^    5^3^  j^j^.^^^ 

95  Pac.  200,  97  Pac.  539.     See,  also,  however,     certain    conditions     as    to 

Whited  V.  Cavin  (Or.),  105  Pac.  396;  notice  before  use  improper. 

Sanders  v.  BobiBon,  14  Idah0|  770,  95  12  Boulder     etc.     Co.     ▼.     Hoover 

Pac.   1057.  (Colo.),  110  Pac.  76. 
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and  final  decision  of  the  State  Engineer,  subject  to  review  in 
court.  Such  statutes  exist  in  numerous  States,^  and  the  certifi- 
cates and  licenses  issued  by  the  State  Engineers  frequently 
declare  the  right  to  be  inseparable  from  the  land  named  therein. 

So  far  as  these  statutes  have  come  before  the  courts,  however, 
the  early  California  cases  have  been  generally  cited,  and  the 
statutes  have  not  been  given  great  force.  In  a  Wyoming  case  it 
was  held  that  the  statute  requiring  appropriators  to  file  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  land  irrigated,  which  description  is  incorporated 
in  the  final  certificate,  does  not  limit  the  right  to  use  the  water 
to  that  land  inseparably;  on  the  contrary,  the  water-right  may 
nevertheless  be  sold  for  use  on  different  land;^^  saying  that 
many  of  the  objections  urged  against  this  rule  of  change  of  place 
of  use  are  fanciful.  In  Idaho,  likewise,  the  court  refused  to 
give  full  effect  to  statutes  seeking  this  same  end.^^ 

In  a  Colorado  ease  ^^  it  is  said  that  the  disastrous  consequences 
of  the  rule  making  the  right  dependent  on  the  place  of  use  for- 
bids giving  such  a  construction  to  statutes  as  will  concede  the 
same,  if  another  construction  is  possible.  In  a  California  case  ^^ 
it  is  said  that  the  rule  would  lead  to  endless  complications,  and 
materially  impair  the  value  of  water  rights  and  privileges. 
Concerning  the  Nevada  statute  it  is  said:**  ** Parties  entitled  to 
water  are  required  to.  make  application  to  the  State  Engineer 
before  any  transfer  may  be  made,  but  in  practice  farmers  are 
allowed  to  use  the  water  to  which  they  are  entitled  on  lands 
other  than  those  in  connection  with  which  the  rights  were 
acquired,  if  others  are  not  injured  by  the  change.  That  is,  if 
a  farmer  prefers  to  use  his  water  on  new  land  and  let  the  old 


18  JAi^.— Stats.  1903,  p.  223,  sees. 
5,  8;  1907,  p.  507. 

Montana, — See  Civ.  Code,  see.  1900. 

Nebraska. — Comp.  Stats.  1903,  sec. 
6436. 

Nevada.— St2^tB,  1905,  p.  66;  1907, 
p.  30,  sec.  26. 

New  Afexico.— Stats.  1907,  p.  71, 
sees.  44,  45. 

North  DrtArofa.— Stats.  1905,  p.  274, 
sees.  1,  21,  23,  30,  50. 

OJclahoma.—St&tB.  1905,  p.  274, 
sees.  21,  30. 

Oregon. — Stats.  1909,  c.  216,  sec. 
65. 

South  Dakota. — Stats.  1905,  p.  201, 
sees.  31,  47;  StaU.  1907,  c.  180,  sec. 
48. 


Utah.—St&ts.  1905,  c.  108,  sec.  53; 
Stats.  1909,  c.  62,  p.  84;  Comp.  Laws 
1907,  sees.  1228x8  and  1288x24. 

Wyoming. — Stats.  1909,  c.  68,  sec.  1. 

This  list  is  not  complete. 

14  .Johnston  y.  Little  Horse  etc.  Co., 
13  Wyo.  208,  110  Am.  St.  Rep.  986, 
79  Pac.  22,  70  L.  R.  A.  341. 

15  Hard  v.  Boise  City  etc.  Co.,  9 
Idaho,  589,  76  Pac.  331,  65  L.  B.  A. 
407;  Boise  City  etc.  Co.  v.  Stewart, 
10  Idaho,  38,  77  Pac.  25,  321. 

10  Coffin  V.  Left  Hand  Ditch  Co.,  6 
Colo.  443. 

17  Davis  V.  Gale,  32  Cal.  32,  91  Am. 
Dec.  554,  4  Monr.  Min.  Rep.  604. 

18  Bulletin  168,  U.  S.  Dept.  of 
Agric,  Office  of  Exper.  Sta. 
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land  lie  fallow,  he  is  allowed  to  do  so.  This  is  done  upon  the 
theory  that  the  water  would  be  used  on  the  old  land  if  the 
farmer  was  not  allowed  to  use  it  on  the  new  land,  and  it  makes 
no  difference  to  the  holders  of  the  other  rights  what  land  the 
water  ia  used  on."  (Being  the  ground  on  which  the  courts 
originally  upheld  changes.) 

In  Arizona  iind  Nebraska,  however,  statutes  limiting  the  power 
to  change  place  of  use  have  been  given  eflfect.^®  But  in  Arizona, 
while  the  appropriation  must  be  for  some  definite  land,  it  need 
not  remain  the  same  tract  of  land.^  In  Oregon  recent  cases  tend 
to  restrict  the  right  to  the  place  of  use  inseparably.^^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  610.  Change  on  Sale  of  Water-right. — The  recent  statutory 
attempts  to  restrict  the  place  and  purpose  of  use  are  due  to 
objections  raised  to  changes  resulting  from  sales  of  water-right, 
urging  that  allowing  purchasers  to  use  the  water  for  new  land 
or  new  purposes  or  different  kinds  of  industries,  even  if  without 
injury  to  others,  leads  to  confusion  that  is  inimical  to  the 
plan  of  the  water  codes,  which  seek  to  establish  an  official  list, 
or  register,  or  "Domesday  Book,"  as  it  is  sometimes  said,  of 
water-rights.  Frequent  changes  resulting  from  sales  are  not  in 
the  line  thus  contemplated.^  In  the  absence  of  express  statutes 
contra,  however,  the  courts  hold  that  a  change  of  place  of  diver- 
sion or  use  or  purpose  of  use  following  a  sale  is  as  permissible 
as  a  change  made  on  any  other  occasion.  The  statutes  are  nar- 
rowly construed  so  as  still  to  hold  that  the  water-right  may  be 
sold  separate  from  the  land.^^ 


i»  Slosser  v.  Salt  River  Co.,  7  Ariz. 
876,  65  Pac.  332;  Gould  v.  Maricopa 
etc.  Co.,  8  Ariz.  429,  76  Pac.  598; 
Farmers'  Irr.  Dist.  v.  Frank,  72  Neb. 
136,  100  N.  W.  286.  In  Clague  v. 
Tri-State  Co.  (1909),  84  Neb.  499, 
133  Am.  St.  Eep.  637,  121  N.  W.  570, 
sale  for  use  on  different  land  was 
upheld,  however,  as  to  sales  prior  to 
the  statute. 

20  Biggs  V.  Utah  etc.  Co.,  7  Ariz. 
331,  64  Pac.  494. 

21  Whited  V.  Gavin  (Or.),  105  Pac. 
396;  Ison  v.  Sturgill  (Or.),  109  Pac. 
579. 

22  The  difficulty  nevertheless  remains 
even  when  water  is  inseparable  from 
land.    ''Another  class  of  transfers  is 


still  unprovided  for.  These  are  trans- 
fers of  lands  which  carry  with  them 
the  rights  of  water.  There  is  no  pro- 
vision for  making  a  record  of  such 
transfers  in  the  State  Engineer's  of- 
fice, and  consequently  the  records  do 
not  show  correctly  the  ownership  of 
rights.  It  is  frequently  desirable  to 
send  notices  to  water-right  hold-ers, 
and  often  these  notices  are  not  re- 
ceived, because  the  original  owner  has 
transferred  his  land  and  water-right 
and  left  the  State."  Bulletin  168,  U. 
S.  Dept.  Agric.  Exper.  Sta.  The 
same  may  also  be  remarked  of  rights 
acquired  by  adverpe  use. 

-»3  Frank  v.  Hicks,  4  Wyo.  502,  35 
Pac.  475,  1025;  McPhail  v.  Forney,  4 
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The  water-right  may  be  reserved  on  a  sale  of  the  land.^* 
Rental  rights  are  assignable  free  of  the  land  in  Idaho  in  analogy 
to  similar  sales  of  original  appropriations.^  On  a  sale,  the  pur- 
chaser may  use  the  water  for  a  new  purpose,  as  from  irrigation 
to  city  water  supply,*  or  from  irrigation  to  storage.^  That  the 
water-right  may  be  sold  separate  from  land,  for  use  on  other 
land,  and  for  other  purposes,  is  generally  held  (if  the  change 
does  others  no  injury)  * 

While  the  place  of  use  may  thus  be  changed  on  a  sale,  yet  if 
the  change  is  asserted  as  a  reservation  on  sale  of  the  land,  the 
intent  to  reserve  the  water-right  on  a  sale  of  the  land  must  be 
affirmatively  shown,  as  elsewhere  discussed.  Though  not  insep- 
arable from  the  land,  the  water-right  may  be,  and  usually  is, 
appurtenant  thereto.* 

So  far  as  statutes  attempt  to  change  this  rule,  reference  is 
further  made  to  previous  sections.'  Such  statutes  are  an  uncon- 
scious return  to  common-law  principles;  for  at  common  law  the 


Wyo.  556,  35  Pac.  773;  Johnston  ▼. 
Ldttle  Horse  etc.  Co.,  13  W70.  208, 
110  Am.  St.  Bep.  986,  79  Pac.  22,  70 
L.  H.  A.  341;  Crippen  v.  Ck>mstoek,  17 
Colo.  App.  89,  66  Pac.  1074;  Smith  y. 
Denniflf,  23  Mont.  65,  57  Pac.  557,  50 
L.  B.  A.  737;  Cache  La  Poudre  etc. 
Co.  y.  Larimer  etc.  Co.,  25  Colo.  144, 
71  Am.  St.  Rep..  123,  53  Pac.  318; 
Boise  etc.  Co.  v.  Stewart,  10  Idaho, 
38,  77  Pac.  25,  32;  Bessemer  etc.  Co. 
V.  Woolley,  32  Colo.  437,  105  Am.  St. 
Bep.  91,  76  Pac.  1054;  Strickler  v. 
Colorado  Springs,  16  Colo.  61,  25  Am. 
St.  Bep.  245,  26  Pac.  313;  Clague  v. 
Tri-State  Co.  (1909),  84  Neb.  499,  133 
Am.  St.  Bep.  687,  121  N.  W.  570  (up- 
holding sales  prior  to  the  statute),  and 
other  cases  cited  below,  sec.  550  et 
seq.,  in  discussing  the  question  of 
^'Appurtenance." 

24  Dodge  V.  Marden,  7  Or.  457,  1 
Morr.  Min.  Bep.  63. 

25  Hard  v.  Boise  etc.  Co.,  9  Idaho, 
589,  76  Pac.  331,  65  L.  B.  A.  407, 
Quaere,  whether  this  follows  in  Cali- 
fornia as  a  result  of  Stanislaus  W. 
Co.  y.  Bachman,  152  Cal.  716,  93  Pac. 
858,  15  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  359.  See 
infra,  sec.  1324  et  seq. 

1  Strickler  v.  Colorado  Springs,  16 
Colo.  61,  25  Am.  St.  Bep.  245,  26  Pac 
313. 


8  Seven  Lakes  etc.  Co.  y.  New 
Loveland  etc.  Co.,  40  Colo.  382,  93 
Pac.  485,  17  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  329. 

8  Cave  y.  Crafts,  53  Cal.  135; 
Coonradt  v.  Hill,  79  Cal.  587,  21  Pac. 
1099;  Crooker  v.  Benton,  93  Cal.  365^ 
28  Pac.  953;  Smith  v.  Corbit,  116  Cal. 
587,  48  Pac.  725;  Tucker  v.  Jones,  8 
Mont.  225,  19  Pac.  571;  Sweetland 
v.  Olsen,  11  Mont.  27,  27  Pac.  339; 
Smith  V.  Denniff,  23  Mont.  65,  57 
Pac.  557,  24  Mont.  20,  81  Am.  St. 
Bep.  408,  60  Pac.  398,  50  L.  B.  A. 
741;  Simmons  v.  Winters,  21  Or.  35, 
28  Am.  St.  Bep.  727,  27  Pac.  7; 
Coventon  v.  Seufert,  23  Or.  548,  32 
Pac.  508;  Turner  v.  Cole,  31  Or.  154, 
49  Pac.  971;  Toyaho  Co.  v.  Hutchins, 
21  Tex.  av.  App.  274,  52  S.  W.  101; 
Snyder  v.  Murdock,  20  Utah,  419,  59 
Pac.  91;  Fisher  v.  Bountiful  City, 
21  Utah,  29,  59  Pac.  520;  Frank  v. 
Hicks,  4  Wyo.  502,  35  Pac.  475,  1025; 
McPhail  v.  Forney,  4  Wyo.  556,  35 
Pac.  773;  Mt.  Carmel  Co.  v.  Webster, 
140  Cal.  183. 

See  Windsor  Co.  y.  Hoffman 
(Colo.),  109  Pac.  423. 

4  See  sec.  550  et  seq.,  appurtenance. 

0  Sees.   282,  509,  510. 
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use  of  water  is  inseparably  attaclied  to  riparian  lands,  and  can- 
not be  severed  therefrom  by  sale  or  in  any  other  way.® 


B.    CHANGE    OF    PUBP08E    OP  USB. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  611.  Change  of  Purpose. — ^A  change  of  purpose  for  which 
.  the  water  is  used  was  at  the  start  of  the  doctrine  of  appropria- 
tion in  California  treated  as  a  distinct  question  from  change  of 
place.^  It  was  urged  in  several  cases  that  the  right  was  limited 
to  the  purpose  for  which  first  appropriated  and  that  a  use  for 
A  new  purpose  could  be  obtained  only  by  new  appropriation. 
This  view  obtained  some  footing  in  the  early  decisions.®  But  it 
never  took  a  firm  hold.  In  McDonald  v.  Bear  River  Co.®  it  was 
held  that  use  for  a  sawmill  could  be  changed  to  use  for  a  grist- 
mill, and  in  Davis  v.  Gale/®  it  was  said  {obiter)  that  use  for  placer 
mining  could  be  changed  to  use  for  quartz  mining  without  loss 
of  priority.  The  more  recent  cases  are  in  this  line,  though  they 
do  not  go  into  the  question  closely.  They  disregard  any  dis- 
tinction between  change  of  place  of  use  (well  established)  and 
change  of  purpose  of  use.  The  rule  has  rather  been  assumed 
as  applying  to  change  of  purpose  than  independently  decided, 
4Jiough  just  as  well  settled  to-day.  The  rule  now  is  that  there 
is  no  limitation  on  change  of  purpose  of  use  except  that  others 
must  not  be  injured  by  the  change.^^    In  Montana,  * 'section 


•  Infra,  sec.  847. 

Speaking  of  a  certain  European 
eountry,  it  is  said  (Hall's  Irrigation 
Development,  Part  I,  page  387) : 
"The  Tegulations  of  some  of  the 
canals  provide  heavy  penalties  for  an 
attempted  sale,  temporary  or  perma- 
nent, of  a  water  turn  or  right,  and 
irrigators  are  not  allowed  even  to 
lend  their  water  to  others  without  the 
permission  of  every  other  irrigator 
from  the  canal,  and  the  formal  con- 
sent of  those  who  might  be  injured 
by  such  action."  In  reading  this,  per- 
haps it  should  be  remembered  that  the 
law  of  riparian  rights  is  the  basic  law 
of  European  countries.  Infra,  sees. 
685  et  seq.,  1027  et  seq. 

T  E.  g.,  Maeris  v.  Bicknell,  7  Cal. 
261,  68  Am.  Dec.  257,  1  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  601. 

8  E.  g.,  Ortman  v.  Dixon,  13  Cal. 
33;  McKinney  v.  Smith,  21  Cal.  374, 


1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  650;  Hill  ▼.  Smith, 
27  Cal.  476,  4  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  597; 
Nevada  etc.  Co.  v.  Kidd,  37  Cal.  282, 
at  315;  and  compare  Lowden  v.  Frey, 
67  Cal.  474,  8  Pac.  31;  Shenandoah 
etc.  Co.  V.  Morgan,  106  Cal.  409,  at 
418,  39  Pac.  802,  and  note  in  43  Am. 
Dec.  28;  Farnham  on  Waters,  sec. 
677. 

0  13  Cal.  220,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
626. 

10  32  Cal.  26,  91  Am.  Dec.  554,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Bep.  604. 

11  Bamelli  v.  Irish,  96  Cal.  214,  31 
Pac.  41;  Jacob  v.  Lorenz,  98  Cal.  332, 
33  Pac.  119;  Gallagher  v.  Montecito 
etc.  Co.,  101  Cal.  242,  35  Pac.  770; 
Hargrave  v.  Cook,  108  Cal.  72,  41  Pac. 
18,  30  L.  B.  A.  390;  though  it  should 
be  noted  that  only  change  of  place 
of  use  is  specifically  covered  by  sec- 
tion 1415,  California  Civil  Code.  Ac- 
cord, Pomeroy  on  Biparian  Bights,  sec. 


1511 
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1882  of  the  Civil  Code  recognizes  the  right  of  an  appropriator 
or  owner  of  a  water-right  to  change  the  place  of  diversion,  as 
well  as  the  use  and  the  place  of  use.  It  therefore  does  not  fol- 
low that,  because  water  has  been  appropriated  for  a  particular 
use,  it  forever  thereafter  must  be  applied  to  that  use.""  As 
was  said  by  Justice  Field  in  Atchinson  v.  Peterson:  ^*  '*A  differ- 
ent use  of  water  subsequently  does  not  aflfect  the  right."  The 
change  may  be  made  on  a  sale  of  the  water-right,  the  purchaser 
using  it  for  a  new  purpose." 

In  a  Nebraska  case^*  it  was  held,  relying  on  the  California 
cases,  that  a  change  could  be  made  from  use  for  power  pur- 
poses to  use  for  irrigation.  A  change  may  be  made  from  use 
for  crops  requiring  early  irrigation  to  other  crops  requiring 
late  irrigation,  remembering  always  that  others  must  not  be 
injured  by  the  change ;  ^^  from  mining  to  agricultural  purposes, 
and  vice  versa  "  (provided  there  is  no  injury  to  others) ;  ^®  or  from 
irrigation,  mining  or  manufacturing  to  electric  power ;  *•  or  from 
culinary  use  to  irrigation.^  In  a  Colorado  case  a  change  was 
permitted  from  irrigation  to  a  city  water  supply ,2^  though  on 
the  other  hand,  Colorado  prohibits,  by  statute,  a  change  from 
domestic  use  to  irrigation.22  Likewise  a  change  has  been  per- 
mitted in  Colorado  from  direct  irrigation  to  storage  for  use  later 
in  the  season.^^ 


65;  Kinnej  on  Irrigation,  sec.  154; 
Farnham  on  Waters,  sec.  677;  and  see 
eases  collected  in  60  Am.  St.  Bep.  813, 
note. 

See  Kaoloea  Co.  r.  Stewart,  4 
Hawaii,  416,  upholding  change  from 
domestic  use  to  other  uses.  N.  D. 
Stats.  1905,  c.  34,  sec.  51;  Rev.  Codes 
(1905),  sec.  7604  et  seq. 

12  Hayes  v.  Buzard,  31  Mont.  74,  77 
Pac.  427.  Other  Montana  decisions 
upholding  change  of  purpose  of  use 
are  Woolman  v.  Garringer,  1  Mont. 
535,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  675;  Power 
▼.  Switzer,  21  Mont.  523,  55  Pac.  32. 

18  20  Wall.  514,  22  L.  Ed.  414,  1 
Horr.  Min.  Rep.  583. 

14  Supra,  see  change  on  sale. 

15  Farmers'  etc,  Irr.  Co.  v.  Gothen- 
burg In.  Co.,  73  Neb.  223,  102  N.  W. 
487. 

i«  Seven  Lakes  etc.  Co.  v.  New 
Loveland  etc.  Co.,  40  Colo.  382,  93 
Pac.  485,  17  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  329. 


17  Farmers'  Co.  v.  Gothenburg  Co., 
supra  (dictum). 

18  Smith  V.  Duflf,  39  Mont.  382,  133 
Am.  St.  Rep.  587,  102  Pac.  984. 

10  Thompson  V.  Pennebaker  (Wash.), 
173  Fed.  849,  97  C.  C.  A.  591 
(dictum).  See  Whitehair  v.  Brown 
(1909),  80  Kan.  297,  102  Pac.  783, 
change  from  flour-mill  to  electric 
light  plant.  But  see  Cal.  Stats.  1911, 
c.  406,  sec.  3,  saying  that  ohange  to 
water-power  from  other  uses  can  only 
be  made  by  new  appropriation  under 
this  act. 

20  Patterson  v.  Ryan  (Utah),  108 
Pac.  1118. 

21  Strickler  v.  Colorado  Springs,  16 
Colo.  61,  25  Am.  St.  Rep.  245,  26  Pac. 
313. 

22  Rev.  Stats.  1908,  sees.  3178, 
3179;   Laws  1891,  p.  402,  sec.  2. 

23  Seven  Lakes  etc.  Co.  v.  New 
Loveland  etc.  Co.,  40  Colo.  382,  93 
Pac.  485,  17  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  329. 
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The  change  of  purpose  of  use  is,  however,  governed  by  the 
same  rules  as  those  of  change  of  place  of  use,  and,  in  fact,  fre- 
quently treated  as  the  same  question.  Consequently  the  change 
cannot  be  made  if  others  are  injured  by  the  new  use,**  as  where 
a  change  was  made  from  irrigation  to  storage  needing  additional 
water  and  different  times  of  flow.  This  is  not  permissible."^ 
Where  the  appropriation  is  originally  of  running  water  for  irri- 
gation, storage  reservoirs  cannot  be  introduced  to  the  injury  of 
others,*  but  may,  in  the  absence  of  such  injury.*  An  easement  on 
land  cannot  be  changed  to  use  for  other  purposes  than  those  for 
which  acquired  if  it  changes  the  character  of  servitude.*  Use  for  a 
mill,  which  returns  the  water  to  the  stream,  cannot  be  changed 
to  use  for  storage  or  irrigation,  when  to  do  so  would  not  return 
the  water  to  stream,  and  would  thus  take  it  from  lower  appro- 
priators,  though  subsequent  in  time  of  appropriation.*  This,  in 
Colorado,  is  sometimes  phrased  by  saying  that  a  priority  **  can- 
not be  made  to  do  double  duty,"  meaning,  apparently,  that 
cumulative  purposes  of  use,  whereby  the  water  is  used  over 
again  before  discharged  from  control,  cannot  be  made  to  injury 
of  others.  Having  appropriated  water  only  for  actual  irrigation 
in  the  irrigation  season,  it  cannot  be  so  used  and  also  stored  in 
the  nonirrigating  season,  which  is  said  to  make  the  priority  do 
'* double  duty."*  That  the  change  injures  others  not  parties  to 
the  action  cannot  be  considered.^ 

Besides  the  prohibition  of  injury  to  others,  there  are  further  to 
be  noted  the  recent  statutory  checks  upon  changes  already  men- 
tioned, which  are  being  extended  to  change  of  purpose  as  well 
as  other  changes.^ 


M  Compare  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec. 
3512. 

26  Colorado  etc.  Co.  ▼.  Larimer  etc. 
Co.,  26  Colo.  47,  56  Pac.  185. 

1  New  Loveland  etc.  Co.  v.  Con- 
solidated etc.  Co.,  27  Colo.  525,  62 
Pac.  366,  52  L.  R.  A.  266. 

2  Seven  Lakes  etc.  Co.  v.  New  Love- 
land  etc.  Co.,  40  Colo.  382,  93  Pac. 
485,  17  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  329. 

8  Drake  v.  Russian  R.  Co.  (1909), 
10  Cal.  App.  654,  103  Pac.  167. 

4  Windsor  Co.  v.  Lake  Supply  Co., 
44  Colo.  214,  98  Pac.  729. 

6  Seven  Lakes  Co.  v.  New  Loveland 
Co.  (1907),  40  Colo.  382,  93  Pac.  485, 


17  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  329.  See,  also, 
Cache  La  Poudre  Co.  v.  Hawley,  43 
Colo.  32,  95  Pac.  317;  Diez  v.  Hart- 
bauer,  46  Colo.  599,  105  Pac.  868,  re- 
garding double  duty. 

«  Seven  Lakes  Co.  v.  New  Loveland 
Co.,  supra.    See  infra,  sec.  626  et  seq. 

T  E.  g.,  Wyo.  Stats.  1909,  c.  68,  sec. 
1.  But  section  3  thereof  permits 
change  from  an  unpreferred  use  to  a 
preferred  use  with  consent  of  board 
of  control  and  condemnation  of  any 
existing  unpreferred  rights  impaired. 
See,  also,  as  to  change  of  purpose, 
S.  D.  Stats.  1907,  c.  180,  sec.  46. 
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(Sa  ed.) 

§  612.  Ooncltunon. — ^The  rule  permitting  changes  is  an  in- 
stance of  the  possessory  origin  of  the  law  of  appropriation  upon 
the  public  domain,  and  is  disappearing,  though  more  slowly 
than  the  other  possessory  characteristics  of  the  early  law.  The 
disappearance  is  resulting  from  the  passage  of  lands  into  private 
hands,  for  the  law  prohibits  injury  to  them ;  from  the  withdrawal 
of  public  lands,  destroying  the  freedom  of  change  there;  and 
from  the  internal  transition  in  the  law  of  appropriation  from  a 
possessory  system  to  a  system  of  law  making  the  right  inhere 
in  the  specific  initial  mode  of  use. 

§§  513'-521.    (Blank  numbers.) 
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CHAPTER  28. 

.  POLLUTION. 

§  522.  Western  queitions. 

S  523.  Under  the  common  law  of  riparian  rights. 

§  524.  Under  the  law  of  prior  appropriation. 

S  525.  Materiality  of  interference. 

S  526.  Same. 

S  527.  Mining  debris. 

S  528.  Priority. 

§  529.  Injunctions. 

I  530.  Conclusions. 

SS  531-535.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(3d  ed.) 

§  622.  Western  Questions. — The  injury  to  a  water-right 
usually  complained  of  in  the  West  is  diversion  or  diminution  of 
quantity.  There  are  other  ways,  however,  in  which  a  water-right 
may  be  infringed,  such  as  injurious  retardation  and  slowing  of 
velocity  without  diversion ;  ^  or  acceleration  of  velocity ;  or  pollu- 
tion and  fouling  of  quality.  Retardation  and  acceleration  have 
hardly  at  all  entered  into  the  Western  law,  although  an  important 
matter  in  the  Eastern  mill  communities;  but  pollution  has  been 
an  important  matter  because  of  the  extensive  use  of  water  in 
mining.  In  this  industry  water  in  large  quantities  is  required, 
not  only  for  its  power  in  running  machinery,  but  still  more  for 
its  use  in  loosening  and  carrying  away  earth  in  placer  mining, 
and  for  diluting  and  carrying  the  crushed  rock  in  ore  milling ;  in 
both  of  which  processes  after  use  it  is  discharged  in  large  volume 
heavily  laden  with  ** tailings*'  or  earthy  pulp.  In  the  early  days 
the  conflict  was  between  different  miners  who  needed  the  same 
water  and  for  whom  its  use,  when  too  heavily  charged  with  debris, 
was  impaired;  in  latter  days,  between  miners  and  agriculturists 
whose  use  below  for  irrigation  and  domestic  use  was  impaired, 
and  upon  whose  land  the  debris  was  brought  down  and  accumu- 
lated. 

The  litigation  in  the  West  has  usually  been  decided  under  the 
law  of  prior  appropriation,  and  not  under  the  common  lawj  but 
they  are  for  convenience  considered  together  here. 

1  See   Schodde  v.  Twin  Falls  Co.,  supra,  sec.  310. 
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[Zd  ed.) 

fi23.    Under  the  Omnmon  Law  of  Biparian  Bights. — So  far 

as  the  use  of  water  is  alone  concerned^  the  test  of  wrongful 
pollution  under  the  law  of  appropriation  is  different  in  principle 
from  that  at  common  law  between  riparian  proprietors.  At  com- 
mon law  the  rights  of  riparian  owners  are  equal  and  correlative 
—each  has  a  right  to  a  reasonable  use  of  the  stream,  and  the 
test  of  whether  the  pollution  by  a  riparian  owner  complained  of  is 
wrongful  to  another  riparian  owner  is  whether  it  is  excessive  so 
as  to  be  unreasonable  under  all  the  facts,  and  not  merely  whether 
it  interferes  with  the  lower  riparian  owner.  "Where  the  question 
is  solely  between  riparian  owners,  and  domestic  use  is  not  in- 
volved (as,  for  example,  two  riparian  miners),  the  test  remains 
whether  the  pollution  is  carried  to  an  unreasonable  or  excessive 
degree.  '*When  questions  arise  between  riparian  owners  respect- 
ing the  right  of  one  to  make  a  particular  use  of  the  water  in 
which  they  have  a  common  right,  the  right  will  generally  depend 
on  the  reasonableness  of  the  use  and  the  extent  of  the  detriment 
to  the  lower  owner.  "^ 

Where  the  pollution  interferes  with  drinking  or  other  domestic 
use,  but  little  latitude  is  allowed  at  common  law,  because  domes- 
tic or  "natural  uses"  are  preferred  uses  at  common  law.'  Like- 
wise, no  question  of  reasonableness  can  arise  at  common  law 
where  one  party  is  a  nonriparian  owner.*  There  has  hence,  at 
common  law,  been  some  tendency  to  class  pollution  as  a  wrong 
per  se,  but  properly  this  (if  at  all)  is  true  only  where  it  inter- 
feres with  drinking  or  domestic  use,  or  where  it  is  caused  by  a 
nonriparian  proprietor ;  and  not  as  between  riparian  owners  alone, 
when  domestic  use  is  not  involved. 

We  would  sum  up  this  matter  by  saying  that  if  the  pollution  is 
by  a  nonriparian  owner,  or  if,  when  caused  by  a  riparian  owner, 
it  goes  to  an  unreiasonable  degree  or  interferes  with  domestic  use, 
then  it  is  wrongful  at  common  law,  and  it  is  no  excuse  (at  least, 

2  Tetherington  y.  Donk  Co.  (1908),  661,  88  N.  E.  354  (oil  pollution).    See 

232    111.    522,    83    N.    E.    1048;  Mc-  tn/ra,  sec.  799  et  seq. 

Namara  r.   Taft    (1908),   196   Mass.  3  Infra,  sec.  740. 

597,  83  N.  E.  310,  13  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  4  Stockport    W.    W.    v.    Potter,    3 

1044  (but  holding  the  pollution  in  the  Hurl.  &  C.  300,  .10  Jur.,  N.  8.,  1005; 

case   to   interfere  with   domestic   use  People  ex  rel.  Ricks  W.  Co.  v.  Elk  R. 

and  also  to  go  to  an  unreasonable  de-  Co.,   107  Cal.   221,  48   Am.   St.  Rep. 

gree  on  the  facts) ;  Boyd  v.  Schreiner  125,  40  Pac.  521.    See  infra,  sees.  814 

(Tex.  Civ.  App.  1909),  116  S.  W.  100;  et  seq.,  817. 
Ohio  Oil  Co.  y.  Westfall,  43  Ind.  App. 
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to  an  action  at  law  for  damages)^  that  the  pollution  is  in  the 
exercise  of  an  otherwise  legitimate  business  such  as  mining;  yet 
between  riparian  owners  where  domestic  use  is  not  involved  (for 
example,  between  two  riparian  miners  or  mill  owners),  the  test 
remains  whether  the  interference  with  each  other  goes  to  an 
unreasonable  degree  in  consideration  of  the  equal  rights  of  both 
to  make  a  reasonable  use  of  the  stream.* 


B  Infra,  sec.  648  et  seq. 

«  "A  lower  riparian  owner  is  en- 
titled to  protection  by  injunction 
from  the  pollution  of  the  stream 
which  prevents  his  reasonable  use  of 
it  in  the  absence  of  special  equities 
or  qualifying  circumstances  which 
take  the  case  out  of  the  general  rule." 
Headnote  to  Thropp  t.  Harper's 
Ferry  etc.  Co.,  142  Fed.  690,  74  C.  C. 
A.  22. 

A  riparian  proprietor  may  enjoin 
pollution  of  a  stream  though  there  is 
another  stream  on  his  land  which  he 
might  use.  Brown  v.  Gold  Coin  Min. 
Co.,  48  Or.  277,  86  Pac.  361.  To 
cut  trees  and  allow  thenr  to  fall 
into  a  stream  and  interrupt  it,  or  to 
decay  there  and  pollute  it,  is  not 
within  the  reasonable  uses  allowed  a 
riparian  owner,  and  he  will  be  en- 
joined. Fisher  v.  Feige,  137  Cal.  39, 
92  Am.  St.  Rep.  77,  69  Pac.  618,  59 
L.  R.  A.  333.  Pollution  by  cattle  foul- 
ing the  water  may  be  wrongful,  and 
enjoined.  Barton  v.  Union  Cattle 
Co.,  28  Neb.  350,  26  Am.  St.  Rep.  340, 
44  N.  W.  454,  7  L.  R.  A.  457.  (See 
McEvoy  V.  Taylor,  56  Wash.  357,  105 
Pac.  851,  holding  such  pollution  not 
wrongful  in  that  case.)  A  lower  ri- 
parian owner  may  get  an  injunction 
against  city  sewage.  Peterson  v.  Santa 
Rosa,  119  Cal.  387,  51  Pac.  557;  Nevil 
V.  City  of  Princeton  (Ky.  Civ.  App.), 
118  S.  W.  363.  In  granting  such  an 
in  i unction  a  recent  case  (Markwardt 
v.'City  of  Guthrie,  18  Okl.  32,  90  Pac. 
26,  9  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  1150,  11  Ann. 
Cas.  581)  says,  after  examination  of 
authorities  therein  cited:  "From  a 
careful  examination  and  consideration 
of  these  authorities,  and  many  others, 
we  have  reached  the  conclusion:  (1) 
That  the  settled  doctrine'  of  the  Eng- 
lish courts,  as  well  as  some  of  our 
State  courts,  is  that  a  lower  riparian 
proprietor  is  entitled  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  the  pollution  of  the  waters 


of  a  stream  by  a  municipal  corpora- 
tion, by  the  discharge  of  sewage  into 
the  stream,  on  the  broad  ground  of 
common  sense  and  natural  justice; 
(2)  that  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States  and  a  number  of  the 
State  courts  base  their  decisions  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  a  taking  of 
private  property  for  public  use,  with- 
in the  meaning  of  the  Federal  con- 
stitution; (3)  that  other  States  hold 
that  it  is  a  damage  to  property,  with- 
in the  meaning  of  their  constitutional 
inhibitions  against  the  taking  or  dam- 
aging of  property  without  just  com- 
pensation; and  (4)  a  number  of  the 
States  hold  that  the  lower  riparian 
proprietor  is  entitled  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  injury  to  his  health,  comfort 
and  repose,  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
the  maintenance  of  a  nuisance.  While 
these  decisions  are  based  upon  differ- 
ent ground,  yet,  upon  whatever  ground 
they  may  rest,  they  all,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  decisions  of  the  In- 
diana courts,  seem  to  uniformly  hold 
that,  under  such  circumstances,  dam- 
ages are  recoverable,  and  many  of 
them  hold  that,  where  the  evidence  is 
clear  and  convincing,  injunction  will 
lie  to  restrain  the  continuance  of  the 


If 


nuisance.' 

Pollution  was  held  wrongful  at 
common  law  in  Elliott  y.  Ferguson 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.),  103  S.  W.  453  (a 
cemetery)  ;  Mexia  etc.  Co.  v.  Johnson 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.  1909),  120  S.  W.  534 
(oil  polluting  stream,  action  for  dam- 
ages at  law) ;  Worthen  v.  White  etc. 
Co.,  74  Is.  J.  Eq.  647,  70  Atl.  471 
(waste  from  paper  pulp  factory  en- 
joined) ;  City  of  Aberdeen  v.  Lytle 
Log  etc.  Co.  (Wash.),  108  Pac.  945 
(lumber  rotting  in  stream) ;  Tether- 
ington  V.  Donk  Co.  (1908),  232  HI. 
522,  83  N.  E.  1048  (mine  refuse); 
Williams  v.  Haile  Min.  Co.  (S.  C), 
66  S.  E.  1057  (mine  refuse*  enjoined) ; 
Alabama  Co.  v.  Vines,  151  Ala.  39**, 
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A  right  to  pollute  may,  of  course,  arise  by  contract  as  between 
the  contracting  parties^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  524.  Under  the  Law  of  Appropriation. — ^But  under  the  law 
of  prior  appropriation  the  appropriators'  rights  are  not  correla- 
tive.® A  prior  one  has  an  exclusive  right  independent  of,  and 
not  relative  to,  those  later  in  time,  and  the  test,  on  principle,  is 
not  whether  the  pollution  does  unreasonable  interference  with 
the  use  of  the  prior  appropriator,  but  whether  it  does  any  mate- 
rial interference  at  all.  If  it  does,  it  cannot  be  excused  on  the 
ground  of  being  a  reasonable  use,  such  as,  on  clear  facts  between 
two  riparian  owners  where  domestic  use  is  not  involved,  it  might 
at  common  law.  The  prior  appropriator  has  an  exclusive  right 
to  the  purity  of  the  stream  as  he  found  it,  and  cannot  in  any 
degree  be  subordinated  to  later  claimants  on  the  ground  that  such 
subordination  is  necessary  to  allow  use  by  the  subsequent  ap- 
propriator.* 


44  South.  377;  Wood  v.  Wand,  3  Ex. 
772  (action  at  law) ;  Bailej  v.  Clark 
(1902),  1  Ch.  649  (injunction). 

8ee,  also,  cases  collected  in  10  Am. 
ft  Eng.  Ann.  Cas.  487,  note,  773,  note; 
14  Harvard  Law  Review,  485;  18 
Harvard  Law  Review,  149;  22  Har- 
vard Law  Review,  276  and  544.  See 
further,  in  this  connection,  Straight  v. 
Hover,  79  Ohio  St.  263,  87  N.  E.  174, 
22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  276  J  Ferguson  v. 
Firmenich  Co.,  77  Iowa,  576,  14  Anh 
St.  Rep.  319,  42  N.  W.  448;  Hayes  v. 
Waldron,  44  N.  H.  580,  84  Am.  Dec. 
105;  Strobel  v.  Kerr  Co.,  164  N.  Y. 
303,  79  Am.  St.  Rep.  643,  58  N.  E. 
142,  51  L.  R.  A..  N.  S.,  687,  21  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  38;  Pennington  v.  Brinsop 
Co.,  L.  R.  5  Ch.  D.  769;  Bowling  Coal 
Co.  v.  Ruffner,  117  Tenn.  180,  100  S. 
W.  116,  9  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  923,  10 
Ann.  CskB.  581;  Beach  v.  Sterling  Co., 
54  N.  J.  Eq.  65,  33  Atl.  286;  West- 
ern Paper  Co.  v.  Pope,  155  Ind.  394, 
57  N.  E.  719,  56  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  899. 

But  see  Helfrich  v.  Catonsville  Co., 
74  Md.  269,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  245,  22 
Ati.  72,  13  L.  R.  A.  117;  McEvoy  v, 
Taylor,  56  Wash.  357,  105  Pac.  851; 
Barnard  v.  Sherley,  135  Ind.  547,  41 
Water  Rights — ^80 


Am.  St.  Rep.  454,  34  N.  E.  600,  35  N. 
E.  117,  24  L.  R.  A.  568;  Pa.  Coal  Co. 
V.  Sanderson,  infra,  sec.  650;  Salem 
Co.  v.  Hyland,  74  Ohio  St.  160,  77  N. 
E.  751. 

Western  authorities  upon  pollution 
under  the  common  law  of  riparian 
rights  are  few. 

7  Schwab  y.  Smuggler  Union  etc. 
Co.  (Colo.),  174  Fed.  305,  98  C.  C.  A. 
160. 

»  Supra,  sec.  310. 

9  See  Hill  y.  King,  8  Oal.  336,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  533,  and  Bear  R.  Co. 
y.  New  York  Mining  Co.,  8  Cal.  327, 
68  Am.  Dec.  325,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
526,  in  which  this  difference  between 
the  common  law  and  the  law  of  ap- 
propriation is  discussed.  The  former 
represents  the  law  of  appropriation; 
the  latter  (as  between  two  riparian 
miners)  the  common  law  of  riparian 
rights,  and  tries  to  apply  the  rules  of 
correlative  use  to  appropriators.  Hill 
v.  King,  however,  represents  the  pre- 
vailing law  of  exclusive  right  to  the 
prior  appropriator  as  between  two 
miners.  See  thii  discussed  supra,  sec. 
310. 
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§  625.  Materiality  of  Interference.^The  prior  appropriator 
having  an  independent  and  exclusive  right,  any  material  inter- 
ference therewith  is  wrongful,  however  reasonable  it  might  have 
been  between  riparian  owners.  The  rules  of  the  common  law  con- 
cerning reasonableness  have  no  application.  The  question  is 
whether  the  fitness  of  the  water  for  the  purpose  of  the  prior 
appropriator  is  substantially  or  materially  lessened  to  any  degree 
at  all.i^ 

In  practice,  very  little  latitude  is  allowed  either  at  common  law 
or  under  the  law  of  appropriation  when  pollution  interferes  with 
farming  or  domestic  uae;  still,  upon  principles  of  law  as  distin- 
guished from  questions  of  fact,  the  common-law  rule  is  more 
liberal  in  allowing  (aside  from  cases  of  domestic  or  ** natural" 
uses)  a  "reasonable"  interference  between  riparian  owners  (for 
example,  between  two  riparian  miners),  while  the  law  of  appro- 
priation upon  principle  allows  none  at  all  against  the  prior  ap- 
propriator. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  626.    Same. — ^The  following  are  some  examples  of  what  ha^ 

been  held  an  unlawful  deterioration  of  the  quality  of  the  water 


10  Supra,  sec.  131,  exclusive  right; 
and  infra,  sec.  450. 

The  burden  of  showing  the  materi- 
al! tj  of  the  interference  is  upon  the 
plaintiff,  as  is  the  ultimate  burden  of 
proof  in  an^  suit,  and  consequently, 
for  example,  a  placer  miner  can  have 
no  action  where  later  comers  above 
muddy  the  stream,  but  still  leave  it 
fit  for  his  purpose.  Atchison  v.  Peter- 
son, 87  U.  S.  507,  22  L.  Ed.  414,  1 
Morr.  Min.  Bep.  583;  Bear  River  Co. 
V.  New  York  Co.,  8  Cal.  327,  68  Am. 
Dec.  325,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  526; 
Butte  etc.  Co.  v.  Vaughn,  11  Cal.  143, 
70  Am.  Dec.  769,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
552;  Phoenix  etc.  Co.  v.  Fletcher,  23 
Cal.  481,  15  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  185; 
Hill  V,  Smith,  27  Cal.  476,  4  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  597;  Montana  etc.  Co.  v. 
Gehring,  75  Fed.  384,  21  C.  C.  A. 
414. 

In  HiU  V.  Smith,  27  Cal.  476,  at 
484,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  597,  the  court 
says:  "It  may  be  that  a  slight  dimi- 
nution or  deterioration  will  impair  his 
use  of  the  water,  and  it  may  be  that 
such  use  would  not  be  impaired  by  a 


very  considerable  reduction  in  quan- 
tity or  quality.'  The  question'  must 
be  determined  in  view  of  the  use  to 
which  the  water  is  applied  and  the 
other  circumstances  developed  by  the 
testimony."  Concerning  this  case  sec, 
further,  supra,  sec.  310. 

In  this  connection  says  Lindley  on 
Mines,  second  edition,  section  841: 
"While  the  privilege  of  depositing  such 
tailings  in  the  streams  must  be  reason- 
ably exercised,  and  so  as  not  to  ma- 
terially impair  or  destroy  rights  ac- 
quired by  a  lawful  prior  appropriator, 
yet  to  say  that  the  discharge  of  such 
tailings  is  a  nuisance  per  se,  or  to  re- 
strict it  within  unreasonable  limits,  is 
to  interdict  the  prosecution  of  a  lawful 
enterprise  and  practically  to  confiscate 
property  of  inconceivable  value. 
Should  any  such  stringent  rule  be  in- 
voked in  regard  to  either  quartz  or 
hydraulic  mining,  the  industry  would 
be  abandoned,  awaiting  the  advent  of 
the  magician  who  will  separate  gold 
and  silver  from  the  earth  and  rocks 
without  the  aid  of  water." 
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against  prior  appropriators :  If  a  later  miner  so  muddies  a  stream 
that  it  cuts  the  hose  of  prior  hydraulic  miners  below ;  ^^  if  one 
miner's  tailings  clog  a  prior  miner's  tail-race,^^  or  fill  a  prior 
appropriator's  ditch;**  if  sawdust  is  thrown  into  a  stream;**  if 
one  pollutes  water  with  oil  so  that  it  kills  cattle.*'^  Rendering 
the  water  dangerous  to  health  is  a  crime.**  Injunctions  against  pol- 
lution are  granted,  for  example,  where  the  pollution  is  caused  by 
sewage,*^  or  by  location  of  a  cemetery  on  higher  ground,*®  or  by 
gasworks.*^    Pollution  is  classed  as  a  nuisance.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  627.  mining  Debris. — In  Pennsylvania^^  an  exception  is 
made  in  favor  of  miners  to  the  use  of  streams  to  carry  off  waste, 
as  against  agriculturists  upon  the  stream  below.  In  California 
an  early  attempt  was  made  to  establish  that  principle,  and  in 
some  cases  ^  it  was  held  that  a  channel  is  a  natural  outlet  for  the 
discharge  of  tailings  by  all  miners,  without  liability  therefor. 
But  it  was  soon  settled  that  the  law  does  not  recognize  any  such 
right  to  a  channel  merely  as  a  way  of  necessity,^  and  that  no 
partiality  is  given  to  miners.**  Consequently  injunctions  were 
granted  against  mining  in  the  following  cases  because  it  mate- 


11  Hill  ▼.  Smith,  27  Cal.  476,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Bep.  597. 

12  Gregory  v.  Harria,  43  CaL  39,  14 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  91. 

18  Logan  V.  Driscoll,  19  Cal.  623,  81 
Am.  Dec.  90,  6  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  172; 
Junkena  v.  Bergin,  67  Cal.  267,  7  Pac. 
684. 

H  Phoenix  etc.  Co.  ▼.  Fletcher,  23 
Cal.  481,  15  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  185. 

15  Benjamin  v.  Gulf  By.,  49  Tex. 
Cir.  App.  473,  108  S.  W.  408. 

w  Infra,  sec.  658. 

17  Todd  V.  City  of  York,  3  Neb. 
(Unof.)  763,  92  N.  W.  1040;  People 
ex  rel.  Lind  v.  City  of  San  Luis 
Obispo,  116  Cal.  617,  48  Pac.  723; 
Peterson  v.  Santa  Rosa,  119  Cal.  387, 
51  Pac.  557;  Markwart  v.  City  of 
Guthrie,  18  Okl.  32,  90  Pac.  26,  9  L. 
B.  A.,  N.  S.,  1150,  11  Ann.  Cas.  581. 

18  Jung  V.  Neraz,  71  Tex.  396,  9  S. 
W.  344. 

1©  Beatrice  Ga«  Co.  v.  Thomas,  41 
Neb.  662,  43  Am.  St.  Rep.  711,  59  N. 
W.  925. 


»  Crane  v.  Winsor,  2  Utah,  248,  11 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  69. 

21  Sanderson  v.  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Co.,  86  Pa.  401,  27  Am.  Rep.  711,  11 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  60,  102  Pa.  370; 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  v.  Sanderson,  94 
Pa.  302,  39  Am.  Rep.  785,  11  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  79,  113  Pa.  126,  57  Am. 
Rep.  445,  6  Atl.  453.  The  case  has 
been  usually  criticised.  See  infra, 
sec.  650. 

22  Sims  V.  Smith,  7  Cal.  148,  68  Am. 
Dec.  233,  13  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  161; 
Bear  River  etc.  Co.  v.  New  York  etc. 
Co.,  8  Cal.  327,  68  Am.  Dec.  325,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  526.  Compare  Yun- 
ker  v.  Nichols,  1  Colo.  551,  8  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  64;  supra,  sec.  223. 

23  Esmond  v.  Chew,  15  Cal.  137,  5 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  175;  Wixon  v.  Bear 
River  etc.  Co.,  24  Cal.  367,  85  Am. 
Dec.  69,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  656;  Lev- 
aroni  v.  Miller,  34  Cal.  231,  91  Am. 
Dec.  692,  12  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  232; 
Stone  V.  Bumpus,  40  Cal.  428,  4  Morr. 
Min.  Bep.  271;  Gregory  v.  Harris,  43 
Cal.  38,  14  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  91. 

24  Sv^ra,  sees.  85,  307. 
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rially  injured  prior  appropriators  (or  landowners)  who  were 
engaged  in  agriculture;  sluice  mining;^  hydraulic  mining.*  In 
a  recent  case  concerning  quartz  mining^  it  is  said:  ''Believing 
that  the  quartz  and  granite  can  be  pulverized  and  the  tailings 
impounded  by  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  a  proper  dam, 
the  decree  of  the  lower  court  will  be  reversed,  and  one  entered 
here  perpetually  restraining  the  defendant,  its  agents  and  ser- 
vants, from  the  further  operation  of  its  mill  until  it  has  made 
suitable  provision  to  prevent  injury  to  plaintiff's  irrigating 
ditches,  and  to  the  water  used  by  him  from  the  creeks  for  house- 
hold and  for  stock  purposes." 

Some  other  cases  enjoining  pollution  by  mining  by  a  subsequent 
appropriator  are  given  in  the  note.^  In  Robinson  v.  Black  Dia- 
mond Coal  Co.*  debris  from  coal  mining  was  carried  far  down 
stream  and  there,  when  the  stream  overflowed,  cavered  agricul- 
tural ground.  The  court  there  said  that  the  long  distance  made 
no  more  difference  than  if  the  debris  had  been  dumped  on  the 
fields  after  being  carried  there  by  carts  or  cars.*^ 

The  right  to  the  use  of  a  stream  for  depositing  debris  from 
mines  is  discussed  by  Judge  Lindley.®  Many  cases  from  the 
various  States  of  the  Union  are  cited  and  discussed  by  the  author. 
He  closes  his  text  as  follows:  **No  positive  rule  of  law  can  be 
laid  down  to  define  and  regulate  such  use  with  entire  precision. 


25  Lwaroni  v.  Miller,  34  Cal.  231, 
91  Am.  Dec.  691,  12  Morr.  Min,  Rep. 
232;  County  of  Sierra  v.  Butler,  136 
Cal.  547,  69  Pae.  418 ;  County  of  Yuba 
r.  Kate  Hayes  etc.  Co.,  141  Cal.  360, 
74  Pac.  1049;  McCarthy  v.  Gaston 
etc.  Min.  Co.,  144  Cal.  542,  78  Pac.  7. 
Bee,  also,  Salstrom  v.  Orleans  Min. 
Co.,  153  Cal.  551,  96  Pac.  292,  discuss- 
ing also  the  measure  of  damages  for 
pollution. 

1  Logan  V.  DriscoU,  19  Cal.  623,  81 
Am.  Dec.  90,  6  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  172; 
People  V.  Gold  Run  etc.  Co.,  66  Cal. 
138,  56  Am.  Rep.  80,  4  Pac.  1152; 
Hobs  V.  Amador  etc.  Co.,  66  Cal.  161, 
4  Pac.  1147;  County  of  Yuba  v.  Cloke, 
79  Cal.  239,  21  Pac.  740;  Miller  v. 
Highland  Ditch  Co.,  87  Cal.  430,  22 
Am.  St.  Rep.  254,  25  Pac.  550;  Wood- 
ruff V.  North  Bloomfield  Co.,  18  Fed. 
753,  9  Saw.  441;  United  States  v. 
North  Bloomfield  Co.,  81  Fed.  243; 
North  Bloomfield  v.  United  States,  88 
Fed.  64,  32  C.  C.  A.  84. 


2  Brown  v.  Gold  Coin  etc.  Co.,  48 
Or.  277,  86  Pac.  361. 

8  Carson  v.  Hayes,  39  Or.  97,  65 
Pac.  814;  Golden  etc.  Co.  v.  Superior 
Court,  65  Cal.  187,  3  Pac.  628  (by 
hydraulic  mining)  ;  Eureka  Lake  etc. 
Co.  V.  Superior  Court,  66  Cal.  311,  5 
Pac.  490  (hydraulic  mining) ;  Mon- 
tana etc.  Co.  V.  Gehring  (Mont.),  75 
Fed.  384,  21  C.  C.  A.  414;  Humphreys 
T.  Co.  V.  Frank,  46  Colo.  524,  105 
Pac.  1093  (mine  water). 

*  57  Cal.  412,  40  Am.  Rep.  118. 

5  Mr.  Justice  Ailshie,  in  Hill  v. 
Standard  Min.  Co.,  12  Idaho,  223,  85 
Pac.  907,  distinguishes  between  pollu- 
tion of  the  Quality  of  the  water  as  a 
fluid,  and  filling  up  the  bed  of  the 
stream  by  dumping  material  in  it  and 
making  it  overflow.  See  Tennessee 
etc.  Co.  V.  McMillan,  161  Ala.  130,  49 
South.  880. 

0  2  Lindley  on  Mines,  sec.  840. 


S528 


Ch.  23.     POLLUTION. 


(Sded.)  565 


As  to  this  all  courts  agree.  It  is  a  question  of  fact  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  jury." 

In  a  recent  case  it  is  said:  **We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
agriculturist  may  captiously  complain  of  a  reasonable  use  of 
water  by  the  miner  higher  up  the  stream,  although  it  pollutes 
and  makes  the  water  slightly  less  desirable,  nor  that  a  court  of 
equity  should  interfere  with  mining  industries  because  they  cause 
slight  inconveniences  or  occasional  annoyances,  or  even  some 
degree  of  interference,  so  long  as  such  do  no  substantial  damage, 
but  to  permit  a  subsequent  appropriator  to  so  pollute  or  burden 
the  stream  with  debris  as  substantially  to  render  it  less  available 
to  the  prior  appropriator  causes  him  to  lose  the  rights  he  gained 
by  appropriation  as  readily  as  would  the  diversion  of  a  portion 
of  the  water  which  he  appropriated." ^ 

As  a  result  of  the  California  cases  on  hydraulic  mining,  Con- 
gress has  prohibited  it  in  California  on  the  ground  of  interfer- 
ence with  the  navigability  of  the  Sacramento  and  San  Joaquin 
Rivers,  making  it  a  misdemeanor  unless  under  permission  from 
the  ** Debris  Commissioner."  ®  This  prohibition  is  made  to  extend 
to  whatever  the  words  ** hydraulic  mining"  or  ** mining  by  the 
hydraulic  process"  meant  in  1893  when  the  act  was  passed. 
Whether  it  would  prohibit  such  things  as  working  over  tailings 
or  dumps  or  other  artificial  banks  of  earth  by  water  under  pres- 
sure is  not  clear.®  It  has  been  held  that  a  permit  from  the 
commissioner  does  not  relieve  from  liability  for  damage  or  pollu- 
tion, though  the  works  be  carried  on  in  strict  compliance  with 
the  directions  of  the  commissioner.  An  injunction  may,  never- 
theless, be  granted.*® 


(3d  ed.) 

§  528.  Priority. — ^We  have  been  considering  the  question  from 
the  view  of  injury  to  the  prior  appropriator.  The  principles  on 
which  the  law  of  appropriation  rests  should  apply  with,  equal 


f  Arizona  Copper  Co.  v.  GUlespie 
(Ariz.),  100  Pac.  465.  See  Mc- 
Carthy V.  Blinker  Hill  etc.  Co.  (Idaho, 
1908),  164  Fed.  927,  92  C.  C.  A.  259. 

8  27  Stats,  at  Large,  507,  the  sub- 
stance of  which  is  given  in  Part  VIIl 
below,  in  the  collection  of  Federal 
statutes. 

0  ]f  emphasis  is  laid  on  the  words 
"hydraulic  process,"  as  in  Lindley  on 
Mines,  second  edition,  section  848  et 


seq.,  such  work  would  clearly  be  within 
the  act.  If  emphasis  is  laid  on  the 
word  "mining,"  it  might,  perhaps,  not. 
The  effect  of  the  act,  and  the  question 
of  pollution  as  applied  to  mining  are 
discussed  at  length  in  Lindley  on 
Mines,  second  edition,  section  852  et 
seq. ;  Pomeroy  on  Riparian  Rights,  sec- 
tion 76. 

10  County  of  Sutter  v.  Nichols 
(1908),  152  Cal.  688,  93  Pac.  872,  15 
L.  R.  A.,  N.  8.,  616,  14  Ann.  Cas.  900. 
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force  where  the  ease  is  reversed,  and  the  injury  is  to  the  subse- 
quent claimant.  If  the  prior  claimant  appropriated  the  stream 
on  public  land  for  the  purpose  of  depositing  tailings,  sawdust  or 
other  material  in  it,  and  so  used  the  water  at  the  time,  the  subse- 
quent claimant  arrived,  the  continuance  of  the  pollution  of  the 
stream  should  be  lawful  as  one  of  the  characteristics  in  which 
the  law  of  appropriation  is  a  departure  from  the  common  law  of 
riparian  rights.  It  was  so  held  in  Sims  v.  Smith,"  It  is  similar 
in  principle  to  O'Keiffe  v.  Cunningham,^  where  it  is  said  that 
tailings  can  be  deposited  on  public  land  by  a  prior  appropriation 
(i.  e.,  location)  of  the  land  for  that  purpose,  and  Jacob  v.  Day," 
where  it  was  held  that  tailings  can  be .'' rushed"  across  land  in  a 
ditch,  if  the  ditch  was  on  the  land  while  public,  prior  in  time 
•  to  the  title  of  the  occupant  of  the  land.  There  is  no  distinction  in 
principle  between  the  right  acquired  by  priority  to  deposit  tail- 
ings on  public  land,  rush  them  in  a  ditch  on  public  land,  or  de- 
posit them  in  streams  on  public  land.  They  are  equally  rights 
to  which  exclusive  use  should  be  acquired  by  priority  on  public 
lands." 

How  far  priority  will  sanction  the  pollution  is,  however,  left  in 
doubt  by  the  ** Debris  Cases,*'  holding  that  hydraulic  mining  was 
a  public  nuisance  in  those  cases,  and  that  the  right  to  continue  a 
public  nuisance  could  not  be  maintained  under  a  claim  of  either 
priority  or  prescription.**^  Following  this,  pollution  has  been 
declared  to  be  a  publie  nuisance.*®  In  People  v.  Elk  River  etc. 
Co.*''  pollution  of  a  stream  was  said  to  be  a  public  nuisance  if  it 
interferes  with  use  by  a  considerable  number  of  persons  on  the 
banks  of  a  stream  though  non-navigable. 

In  a  Colorado  case  *®  tailings  from  a  stamp-mill  were  enjoined 
at  the  suit  of  a  power  company,  though  to  some  extent  at  least 


11  7  Cal.  148,  68  Am.  Dec.  233,  13 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  161. 

la  9  Oal.  589,  9  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
451. 

13  111  Cal.  571,  44  Pac.  243. 

H  Consider  SuUiTan  v.  Jones  (Am.), 
108  Pac.  476,  a  quarrel  between  sheep- 
men on  public  land. 

IS  See  cases  cited  above,  and  People 
T.  Gold  Run  etc.  Co.,  66  Cal.  138,  56 
Am.  Rep.  80,  4  Pac.  1152;  Woodruff 
V.  North  Bloomfield  Co.,  18  Fed.  801, 
9  Saw.  441,  especially. 

IS  Conrad  v.  Arrowhead  etc.  Hotel 
Co.,  103  Cal.  399,  37  Pac.  386;  People 


ex  rel.  Ricks  v.  Elk  River  etc.  Co.,  107 
Cal.  214,  48  Am.  St.  Rep.  121,  40  Pac. 
486  (a  dairy);  People  ex  rel.  Ricks 
V.  Elk  River  etc.  Co.,  107  Cal.  221,  48 
Am.  St.  Bep.  125,  40  Pac.  531  (a 
sawmill) ;  Arizona  etc.  Co.  v.  Gillespie 
(Ariz.),  100  Pac.  465.  See  McCarthy 
V.  Bunker  Hill  etc.  Co.  (1908),  164 
Fed.  927,  92  C.  C.  A.  259. 

17  Cited  in  the  preceding  note. 

18  Suffolk  etc.  Co.  V.  San  Miguel 
etc.  Co.,  9  Colo.  App.  407,  48  Pac.  828. 
rommented  upon  in  Humphreys  T.  Co. 
T.  Frank,  46  Colo.  524,  105  Pac.  1093. 
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the  stamp-mill  had  discharged  tailings  into  the  stream  before  the 
power  company  began.  (The  number  of  stamps  thereafter,  how- 
ever, had  been  increased.)  In  a  recent  Idaho  case  it  was  held 
that  no  prescriptive  right  to  pollute  can  arise  because  it  is  a  con- 
tinuous injury.^^  Idaho  has  a  constitutional  provision^  that 
appropriations  for  mining  in  mining  districts  shall  take  prece- 
dence over  those  for  agriculture.  The  same  case  held  that  the 
preference  to  mining  in  the  Idaho  constitution  has  no  applica- 
tion to  questions  involving  pollution  of  streams.^  The  miner  in 
this  case  had  a  priority  over  the  agriculturist  by  virtue  of  the 
constitution;  hence  this  is  a  decision  that  priority  cannot  sanc- 
tion pollution.  In  a  Texas  case  enjoining  pollution  by  waste 
from  oil  wells,  it  was  held  no  defense  that  the  pollution  was  with- 
out negligence  and  the  natural  consequence  of  a  lawful  business.^ 
It  has  been  held  in  California  that  the  utmost  care  cannot  excuse 
pollution.^ 

In  Conrad  v.  Arrowhead  etc.  Hotel  Co.**  where  the  pollution 
consisted  in  refuse  from  a  hotel  and  not  mining  debris,  the  court 
states  the  rule  as  follows:  '' Locators  and  appropriators  of  the 
waters  of  a  stream  have  no  rights  antecedent  to  the  date  of  their 
location.  If  others  have,  prior  to  their  location,  decreased  the 
quantity  of  the  water  flowing  in  such  streams,  or  caused  a 
deterioration  of  its  quality,  the  subsequent  locator  cannot  com- 
plain. Familiar  examples  of  the  application  of  this  rule  as  be- 
tween appropriators  are  of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  mining 
regions  of  this  State,  where  water  is  diverted  from  flowing 
streams,  upon  which  mining  has  destroyed  the  purity  of  the 
water.  In  such  cases  the  appropriator  takes  the  water  with  his 
eyes  open — takes  it  as  he  finds  it,  and  as  to  him  the  like  con- 
tinued deterioration  is  damnum  absque  injiiria,"  This  would 
seem  to  be  correctly  stated  upon  principle,  so  far  as  .concerns  claim- 
ants taking  up  public  land  or  water  subsequent  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  pollution.    But  so  far  as  the  writer  can  gather  from 


19  Hin  V.  Standard  etc.  Co.,  12 
Idaho,  223,  85  Pac.  912. 

20  Art.  15,  sec.  3. 

21  Semble  accord,  McCarthy  v. 
Bunker  Hill  etc.  Co.,  164  Fed.  927,  92 
C.  C.  A.  259,  though  denying  injunc- 
tion. 

22  Tpel  V.  Rio  Bravo  Oil  Co.,  47 
Tex.  Civ.  App.  153,  104  S.  W.  423, 
disapproving  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  v. 
SandMBon,  113  Pa.  126,  57  Am.  St. 


Bep.  445,  6  Atl.  453,  cited  supra. 
Also  Humphreys  T.  Co.  v.  Frank,  46 
Colo.  524,  105  Pac.  1093. 

23  Salstrom  v.  Orleans  Min.  Co. 
(1908),  153  Cal.  551,  96  Pac.  292, 
discussing  also  the  measure  of  dam- 
ages. Compare  the  "smoke  cases," 
such  as  Bliss  v.  Anaconda  etc.  Co., 
167  Fed.  342. 

24  103  Colo.  399,  87  FtLC.  886. 
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the  decisions,  any  material  pollution  will  be  held  wrongful  a^inst 
both  prior  and  subsequent  claimants.^ 

Concerning  the  pollution  of  underground  waters,  some  refer- 
ences are  given  in  the  note.^ 

A  right  to  pollute  may,  of  course,  exist  by  contract  as  between 
the  parties  thereto.* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  529.    Injunctions. — ^Further  authorities  and  discussion  will 

be  found  under  the  sections  upon  injunctions,'  as  some  of  the 

most  important  principles  of  equity  jurisdiction  upon  injunction 

have  arisen  out  of  the  conflict,  in  regard  to  pollution,  between 

mining  men  and  agriculturists. 

A  few  other  matters  may  be  also  mentioned. 

If  settling  tanks  can  be  arranged  to  catch  debris,  injunction 
against  pollution  may  be  modified  to  permit  experiments  for 
building  them.*  Quc>ere,  whether  a  municipality  can  condemn 
water-rights  on  a  stream  for  the  purpose  of  polluting  it  with 
sewage.* 

How  far  the  rights  of  strangers  to  a  suit  are  material  in  a  case 
has  given  rise  to  great  conflict  in  connection  with  pollution.  At 
law  it  is  perfectly  settled  that  only  the  rights  of  defendant  and 
plaintiff  can  be  regarded,  and  the  court  cannot  consider  injury 
to  others  who  have  not  taken  part  in  the  suit.®    But  where  the 


25  Concerning  pollution,  see  Bulle- 
tin 152,  Water  Supply  Paper,  U.  S. 
Geol.  Survey. 

1  Kinnaird  v.  Standard  Oil  Co.,  89 
Ky.  468,  25  Am.  St.  Rep.  545,  12  S. 
W.  937,  7  L.  B.  A.  451;  Ballard  v. 
Tomlinson,  29  Ch.  D.  115,  122,  126; 
Sherman  v.  Fall  River  etc.  Co.,  5 
Allen  (Mass.),  213;  Alston  v.  Grant, 
3  EI.  &  Bl.  128;  Turner  v.  Mirfield,  34 
Beav.  390;  Womersley  v.  Church,  17 
L.  T.,  N.  S.,  190 ;  Clark  v.  Lawrence,  6 
Jones  Eq.  83,  78  Am.  Dec.  241 ;  Green- 
castle  V.  Hazelett,  23  Tnd.  186;  Wahle 
v.  Reinbach,  76  111.  322,  326;  Upjohn 
V.  Richland  Township,  46  Mich.  549, 
41  Am.  St.  Rep.  178,  9  N.  W.  845; 
Brown  v.  Illius,  27  Conn.  84,  71  Am. 
Dec.  49;  Dillon  v.  Acme  Oil  Co.,  49 
Hun  (N.  Y.),  565,  2  N.  Y.  Supp.  289; 
Barnard  v.  Sherley,  135  Ind.  547,  41 
Am.  St.  Rep.  454,  34  N.  K.  600,  35  N. 
E.  117,  24  L.  R.  A.  568;  Long  v. 
Louisville  etc  Ry.,  128  Ky.  26,  107  S. 


W.  203,  13  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  1063,  16 
Ann.  Cas.  673.  See  19  L.  R.  A.  95, 
note;  Ballentine  v.  Public  Service 
Corp.,  76  N.  J.  L.  358.  70  Atl.  167. 
See,  also,  the  note  in  123  Am.  St.  Rep. 
674. 

2  Schwab  V.  Smuggler  Union  etc. 
Co.  (Colo.),  174  Fed.  305,  98  C.  C.  A. 
160. 

8  Infra,  sec.  650. 

4  Arizona  Copper  Co.  ▼.  Gillespie 
(Ariz.),  100  Pac,  465.  See  Atchinson 
V.  Peterson,  87  U.  S.  507,  22  L.  Ed. 
414,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  583;  Jennison 
V.  Kirk,  98  U.  S.  453,  25  L.  Ed.  240, 
4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  504. 

5  Village  of  Twin  Falls  v.  Stubbs, 

15  Idaho,  68,  96  Pac.  195. 

0  Infra,  sec.  62G  et  seq.  E.  g..  Long 
V.  Louisville  etc.  Rv.,  128  Ky.  26,  107 
S.  W.  2(13,  13  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  1063, 

16  Ann.  Cas.  673. 
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pollution  comes  within  criminal  statutes  (as,  for  example,  when 
injurious  to  health),  or  becomes  a  public  nuisance,  the  rights  of 
the  public  may  probably  be  considered  (though  no  public  officer 
appears  in  court)  even  at  lawJ  At  all  events,  questions  of 
pollution  frequently  involve  the  public  interest  to  such  an  extent 
that  in  equity^  exercising  its  extraordinary  jurisdiction  of  in- 
junction, such  outstanding  and  unrepresented  interests  are  some- 
times made  a  controlling  consideration  in  granting  or  refusing 
the  injunction.' 
Statutes  frequently  make  the  pollution  of  water  criminal.* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  630.  Oonclosions. — ^The  following  appears  to  be  the  state  of 
the  authorities: 

(a)  Pollution  by  a  nonriparian  owner  to  the  impairment  of  the 
value  of  riparian  land  is  always  wrongful  at  common  law,  with- 
out regard  to  its  degree;  likewise  a  nonriparian  owner  cannot 
complain  of  pollution  by  a  riparian  owner.  Nonriparian  owners 
as  such  have  no  standing  in  court  at  common  law  so  far  as  they 
would  impair  the  land  or  restrict  the  use  of  a  riparian  owner. 

(b)  Pollution  by  one  riparian  owner  impairing  the  domestic 
use  of  another  riparian  owner  is  wrongful  at  conmion  law  with- 
out regard  to  its  degree,  because  domestic  uses  are  preferred 
uses  at  common  law;  but  where  domestic  use  is  not  involved, 
questions  of  pollution  between  riparian  owners  (for  example, 
two  riparian  miners)  are  to  be  governed  by  the  test  of  whether 
the  pollution  is  carried  to  an  excessive  degree  in  consideration 
of  the  equal  right  of  both  riparian  owners  to  make  a  reasonable 
use  of  the  stream. 

(c)  Under  the  law  of  appropriation,  pollution  hy  a  subsequent 
appropriator  is  wrongful  if  it,  to  any  material  degree,  impairs 
the  use  of  the  prior  appropriator,  and  there  can  be  no  question 
involved  whether  the  impairment  is  unreasonable  or  excessive. 
There  must,  however,  be  an  actually  material  impairment,  and  of 
this  the  complainant  has  the  burden  of  proof. 

(d)  Under  the  law  of  appropriation,  upon  principle,  pollution 
by  a  prior  appropriator  against  a  subsequent  appropriator  would 

T  Supra,  debris  cases.  example,   Alaska,   Carter's   Annotated 

8  Infra,  sec.  648  et  seq.  Code  of  1900,  sees.  5,  33;  Cal.  Stats. 

»  See  infra,  sec. 658,  crimes.     For       1907,  p.  492;  Wyo.  Stats.  1907,  p.  44. 
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always  seem  damnum  absque  injuria^  if  it  existed  at  the  time  the 
subsequent  appropriation  was  made;  but  the  weight  of  author- 
ity is  that,  on  the  ground  of  public  nuisance,  priority  will  not 
sanction  pollution  where  it  impairs  domestic  use  of  a  subsequent 
appropriator,  or  impairs  the  health  or  agriculture  of  a  com- 
miinity  subsequently  formed  upon  the  bank  of  the  stream, 
though  the  i>ollution  began  while  the  stream  was  upon  public 
land  before  the  community  was  formed. 


§§  581-535.    (Blank  numbers.) 
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CHAPTER'  24. 

ALIENATION  AND  DISPOSAL   OP  RIGHT— CONTRACTS- 
CONVEYANCES. 

A.    CONTEACTS  BETWEEN  PRIVATB  PARTIES  EXCLUSIVE  OP 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMPANIES. 

S  536.    Right  of  contract. 
S  537.    Subject  matter  of  water  eentraeta. 
S  538.    Contracts  (continued). 
S  539.    Assignment. 

S  540.    Contracts  with  public  leirice  companies  are  governed  bj  speelal 
rules. 

B.    CONVETANCES. 

S  541.  Water-rigbts  may  be  conveyed. 

S  542.  Formalities  on  transfer. 

S  543.  Subject  matter  ef  eonyeyanee. 

S  544.  Construction  and  operation  of  eonyeyanea. 

S  545.  Reserrationa. 

S  546.  Sales  of  uncompleted  works— After-acquired  proper^. 

S  547.  Sale  in  parts. 

S  548.  Lease  or  exchange  or  other  temporary  disposal. 

S  549.  Sales  of  "water-rights"  by  public  service  companies. 

C.  APPURTENANCE. 

S  550.  Whether  the  water-right  is  an  appurtenance  to  land. 

S  551.  Same. 

S  552.  Whether  passes  on  sale  of  land  when  appurtenant  thereto. 

S  553.  Upon  subdivision  of  land. 

S  554.  Appurtenance  (concluded). 

D.    PAROL  SALE. 

S  555.    Parol  sales  of  possessory  rights  on  the  public  domain. 

S  556.    Parol  sales  and  licenses  in  equity. 

S  557.     Conclusion. 

SS  558-^565.     (Blank  numbers.) 

A.     CONTRACTS    BETWEEN    PRIVATE    PARTIES    (EXCLUSIVE    OP 

PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMPANIES). 
(3d  ed.) 

§  636.  Bight  of  Contract. — ^A  reference  to  the  eases  at  large 
will  disclose  contracts  of  all  kinds  made  by  the  appropriators 
whereby  the  water  is  apportioned   between  them,  sold  or  dealt 
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with  like  other  property.  The  court  in  an  early  case*  says:  "It 
can  be  transferred  like  other  property."*  One  case  may  be 
stated  to  show  the  great  freedom  in  this  respect.'  A  homestead 
claimant  had  sold  a  water-right  of  appropriation  and  a  ditch 
appurtenant  to  the  land,  before  final  proceedings.  The  United 
States  statutes  prohibit  a  homestead  claimant  from  disposing  of 
his  land  before  he  acquires  full  title.  This  was  held  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  sale  of  the  ditch  and  water-right  acquired  by 
appropriation.  A  similar  question  arose  in  another  case.^  It 
was  held  that  an  Indian  may  make  an  appropriation.  The 
United  States  statutes,  however,  forbid  the  sale  of  lands  by 
Indians.  The  court  seems  to  have  thought  that  the  sale  of  a 
water-right  was  not  within  this  prohibition. 

Beside  the  general  principles  considered  in  this  chapter,  refer- 
ence is  made  to  other  places  in  the  book  where  contracts  are  con- 
sidered in  particular  connections.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  637.  Subject  Matter  of  Water  Oontract9. — ^Where  a  contract 
concerns  water  in  a  reservoir,  ditch,  pipe,  or  other  waterworks 
or  structure  that  has  reduced  it  to  possession,  the  water  therein 
is  private  property,  the  subject  of  contract  as  a  corpuSf  and  so 
far  as  it  is  property,  is  personal  property .•  Occasionally  con- 
•tracts  may  have  such  specific  water  as  their  subject  matter,  A 
contract  with  a  house-supply  company  in  a  city  is  an  example  of 
this,  the  substance  itself  (as  a  liquid)  being  the  subject  of  the 
contract,  and  a  contract  with  such  a  company,  so  far  as  it  is  one 
of  sale,''  is  for  the  sale  of  personal  property.®    Other  illustrations 


1  McDonald  v.  Bear  B.  Co.,  13  Cal. 
220,  at  233,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  626. 
In  Washington  (Pierce's  Code,  sec. 
5136)  almost  identical  words  are  used. 

2  See  People's  Ditch  Co.  v.  Fresiio 
Canal  Co.  (1907),  152  Cal.  87,  92  Pac. 
77;  Fresno  Canal  Co.  v.  Park,  129  Cal. 
437,  62  Pac.  87;  Barkley  v.  Tieleke, 
2  Mont.  59;  Thompson  Co.  v.  Penne- 
baker  (Wash.),  173  Fed.  849,  97  C. 
C.  A.  591,  citing  the  second  edition  of 
this  book. 

3  Mt.  Carmel  etc.  Co.  v.  Webster, 
140  Cal.  183,  73  Pac.  826.  See  Village 
of  Hailey  v.  Riley,  14  Idaho,  481,  95 
Pac.  686,  17  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  86,  hold- 
ing similarly  as  to  a  desert  entryman 
after  final  proof.  But  see  Casoade  etc. 
Co.  T.   Bailsback    (Wash.),   109   Pac. 


1062,  holding  contra  as  to  a  sale  for 
power  use. 

4  LobdeU  v.  Hall,  t  Nev.  507. 

5  Contracts  concerning  ditches, 
supra,  sec.  458.  Contracts  with  ri- 
parian owners,  infra,  sec.  844  et  seq. 
Contracts  by  water  users*  associations, 
infra,  sec.  1415.  Of  irrigation  dis- 
tricts, infra,  sec.  1356  et  seq.  Be- 
tween tenants  in  common,  supra,  sec. 
320.  Concerning  percolating  water, 
infra,  sec.  1172.  See,  in  general,  the 
index  at  the  end  of  the  book. 

6  Supra,  sees.  30  et  seq.,  35. 

7  Primarily  it  is  a  contract  of 
service  rather  than  of  sale.  Infra^ 
sec.  1324. 

8  People  ex  rel.  Heyneman  v.  Blake, 
19  Cal.  595,  Field,  J,,  quoted  supra, 
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may  be  instanced.  Thus,  if  one  artificially  manufactures  water 
from  oxygen  and  hydrogen,  and  leads  it  in  a  ditch  from  the 
factory  to  a  bottling  works,  and  contracts  with  me  about  the 
water  in  the  ditch,  it  is  obviously  a  contract  concerning  personalty. 
So  if  one  has  a  spring  of  medicinal  waters  and  collects  the  water 
in  a  reservoir  preparatory  to  bottling,  and  contracts  to  sell  one 
reservoir  full,  it  would  be  a  sale  of  personal  property.  Likewise, 
if  he  sells  me  so  many  gallons  from  the  reservoir  measured  by  a 
meter.  The  specific  particles  sold  could  be  marked  and  set  aside. 
The  very  body  of  water  in  the  reservoir  at  time  of  purchase  may 
have  peculiar  mineral  properties  not  again  occurring,  so  that  the 
purchaser  desires  just  that  very  water.  In  such  supposable 
cases  it  is  the  corpus  of  water,  a  specific  body  of  the  substance 
in  specie,  that  is  contracted  about. 

But  such  situations  are  unusual.  Contracts  for  irrigation  or 
water-power  or  similar  uses  usually  have  in  view  a  natural 
stream,  and  then  the  usufructuary  ** water-right'*  in  the  stream 
(and  not  the  water  itself)  alone  constitutes  private  property ;  the- 
water  itself  therein  cannot  be  the  subject  of  contract  because  it  is 
not  the  subject  of  ownership.®  Contracts  between  private  par- 
ties*^ for  irrigation  usually  deal  with  ** water-rights"  or  the  ^'usu- 
fruct/* or  continual  flow  and  use  of  the  natural  stream  as  a 
natural  water  resource.  While  the  city  supply  water  company 
above  considered  sells  the  householder  only  so  many  gallons  or 
cubic  feet  of  liquid  measured  by  a  meter,  not  professing  to  grant 
a  perpetual  flow  from  a  natural  stream,  nor  to  confer  upon  the 
householder  any  ** water-right,"  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  man 
above  supposed,  who  bought  a  reservoirful  of  mineral  water,  buys 
instead  (as  he  usually  does)  the  right  to  have  the  mineral  water 
flow  from  the  spring  which  supplies  the  reservoir,  he  would  be 
contracting  concerning  the  water-right — concerning  realty  and 
not  personalty.  As  a  general  principle,  it  is  the  watcr-righ^ 
which  irrigation  and  similar    contracts   have    for   their  subject 


Bee.  35;  Spring  Valley  W.  W.  v. 
Schottler,  110  U.  S.  347,  4  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  48,  28  L.  Ed.  173,  quoted  supra, 
sec.  33;  Hesperia  etc.  Co.  v.  Gardner, 
4  Cal.  App.  357,  88  Pac.  286.  Com- 
pare Carothers  v.  Phil.  Co.,  118  Pa. 
468,  12  Atl.  314;  Ohio  Oil  Co.  v.  In- 
diana, 177  U.  S.  190.  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
576,  44  L.  Ed.  729.  20  Morr.  Min. 
Eep.  466;  citing  State  ex  rel.  Corwin 


T.  Indiana  etc.  Co.,  120  Ind.  575,  22 
N.  E.  778,  6  L.  R.  A.  579;  People's 
Gaa  Co.  v.  Tyner,  131  Ind.  277,  31 
Am.  St.  Rep.  433,  31  N.  E.  59,  16  L. 
R.  A.  443,  17  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  481. 

0  Supra f  c.  1. 

10  Regarding  this  question  in  con- 
tracts with  pnMie  service  irrigation 
companies,  see  infra,  sec.  1324  et  seq. 
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matter,  and  hence,  as  a  rule,  they  concern  real  property — ^grant- 
ing an  interest  in  the  ditch  and  water-rights  of  the  grantorJ^ 
A  grant  of  a  water-right  involves  no  title  to  the  corpus  of  water 
in  a  natural  stream,  but  only  a  usufruct — ^the  right  to  the  flow 
and  use  of  the  stream.^ 

Further  reference  is  specially  made  to  the  opening  chapters  of 
the  book. 


1 


^3d  €d.) 

638.  Contracts  (Oontinued). — Appropriators  may  settle 
their  rights  by  contracts ;  ^*  but  agreements  must  be  in  writing 
within  the  statute  of  frauds,^*  unless  the  parol  agreement  was  in- 
tended to  be  permanent  and  has  been  executed,  or  there  has  been 
part  performance  such  as  will  take  the  case  out  of  the  statute  in 
equity.^**  A  parol  license  if  unexecuted  or  if  not  intended  per- 
manent is  revocable,  and  is  revoked  by.  death.^® 

A  contract  being  to  supply  water  from  a  specific  canal,  failure 
of  the  supply  in  the  canal  from  natural  causes  relieves  the  canal 
owner  from  liability  for  the  failure  to  supply  the  water,"  and 
ia  not  failure  of  consideration  such  as  to  allow  recovery  of  ad- 
vance payments ;  ^  but  it  would  be  otherwise  where  the  contract 
referred  to  no  specific  canal.**    Prevention  by  injunction  at  suit 


11  See  infra,  sec.  1324  et  seq. 

12  Kidd  V.  Laird,  15  Cal.  161,  at 
180,  76  Am.  Dec.  472,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  571 ;  McDonald  v.  Askew,  29  Cal. 
200,  at  207,  1  Morr.  Min.  Eep.  660; 
Johnston  v.  Little  Horse  Co.,  13  Wyo. 
208,  ilO  Am.  St.  Rep.  986,  79  Pac.  22, 
70  L.  R.  A.  341;  Mayor  v.  Commis- 
sioners, 7  P^.  363.  In  Duckworth  v. 
Watsonvine  Co.,  150  Cal.  at  532,  89 
Pac.  338.  Mr.  Justice  Shaw  said: 
"The  claim  of  the  respondents  that 
the  grant  by  Mrs.  McKinley  of  the 
rights  pertaining  to  the  land  described 
in  the  deeds  extended  only  to  the  water 
then  standing  in  the  lake,  and  that  as 
soon  as  that  water  was  exhausted  by 
use,  runoff  or  evaporation,  the  rights 
ceased  to  exist,  is  utterly  baseless,  and 
needs  no  discussion  further  than  to 
deny  it."  See  concurring  opinion  of 
the  same  justice  in  Same  v.  Same 
(Cal.),  110  Pac.  927.  See,  also, 
Booth  ▼.  Chapman,  59  Cal.  194;  Booth 
V.  Trager,  44  Colo.  409,  99  Pac.  60. 

la  Biggs  V.  Utah  etc.  Co.,  7  Ariz, 
331,  64  Pac.  494. 


M  Bree  ▼.  Wheeler,  4  CaL  App.  109, 
87  Pac.  255;  Schilling  v.  Rominger,  4 
Colo.  100;  Oliver  v.  Burnett  (1909), 
10  Cal.  App.  403,  102  Pac.  223.  A 
parol  contract  to  furnish  water  "at  all 
times"  is  void  under  the  statute  of 
frauds  as  a  contract  not  to  be  per- 
formed within  a  year.  Metropolitan 
etc.  Co.  V.  Topeka  etc.  Co.  (Kan.), 
132  Fed.  702. 

IB  See  infra,  sec.  555  et  seq. 

w  See  infra,  see.  556. 

17  See  Fresno  Milling  Co.  v.  Fresno 
Canal  etc.  Co.,  126  Cal.  640,  59  Pac. 
140,  aenible.  See  Evans  v.  Prosser 
etc.  Co.  (Wash.),  113  Pac.  271,  hold- 
ing, however,  that  if  more  efficient 
appliances  could  remedy  the  deficiency, 
there  is  no  excuse. 

18  Farmers'  etc.  Co.  v.  Brambaugh, 
81  Neb.  641,  116  N.  W.  514. 

10  Cf.  Wilson  V.  Alcatraz  Co.,  142 
Cal.  188,  75  Pac.  787  (oil)..  See  Red- 
water  Co.  V.  Jones  (S.  D.),  130  N.  W. 
85. 
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of  a  third  party  does  not  excuse  for  breach  of  contract  to  furnish 
water.^ 

A  contract  for  conveyance  of  a  ''good  and  sufficient  water- 
right"  is  fulfilled  by  tender  of  certificates  in  a  mutual  irrigation 
company."  Contracts  may  be  made  for  "developing"  under- 
ground water.^ 

One  who  buys  a  right  to  a  specific  quantity  of  water  has, 
against  his  grantor,  unlimited  right  of  disposal  thereof,  and  may 
resell  it  to  others  in  whole  or  part,^  provided  the  grantor  is  not 
in  public  service.^  An  agreement  whereby  one  acquires  from 
'  another  the  right  to  a  specific  quantity  of  water  in  general  terms 
passes  a  right  as  between  the  parties  without  regard  to  the  use 
made  of  the  water.  The  covenantor  cannot  follow  the  water  after 
its  delivery  to  the  covenantee,  who  consequently  may,  when  not 
needing  all  himself,  license  use  of  the  surplus  to  his  neighbors  for 
a  rental.^  In  the  case  just  cited  it  is  said :  ''As  he  had  purchased 
the  right  to  the  use  of  all  the  waters  conveyed  from  the  irrigation 
ditch,  he  was  entitled  to  an  unrestricted  control  over  that  use. 
He  was  not  limited  by  any  contract  with  defendant  upon  the  sub- 
ject. He  is  not  taking  any  more  water  than  he  purchased,  and 
is  not  using  himself  or  licensing  to  his  neighbors  more  than  he 
bought.  Having  purchased  the  use  of  a  given  quantity,  if  he 
cannot  use  it  all  himself,  we  see  no  reason  why  he  cannot  sell  the 
right  to  a  temporary  use  of  it  to  his  neighbors,  as  wanted,  for  a 
beneficial  purpose.  To  hold  that  he  cannot  do  so  would  be  to 
impose  a  restriction  for  which  no  warrant  is  found  in  the  agree- 
ment of  purchase,  and  would  be  in  eflEect  to  deprive  him  of  a 
valuable  incident  to  the  ownership  of  this  character  of  property, 
the  right  to  dispose  of  its  use  to  others  when  it  is  not  required 
for  use  by  the  owner  himself.  There  is  no  law  which  will  impose 
the  limitation  contended  for  by  appellant." 


20  Sample  ▼.  Fresno  etc.  Co.,  129 
Cal-  222,  61  Pac.  1085.  Contra, 
Fresno  Milling  Co.  v.  Fresno  Canal 
Co.,  126  Cal.  640,  59  Pac.  140,  under 
express  provision  in  the  contract  for 
STich  excuse. 

21  Fairbanks  v.  Rollins  (Cal.),  54 
Pac.  79.  See  Nampa  Irr.  Dist.  i. 
G«i8,  17  Idaho,  552,  106  Pae.  993. 


22  Painter  v.  Pasadena  Co.,  91  CaL 
74,  27  Pac.  539;  Roberts  ▼.  Krafto, 
141  Cal.  20,  74  Pac.  281. 

23  Calkins  v.  Sorosis  etc.  Co.,  160 
Cal.  426,  88  Pac.  1096. 

24  Leavitt  v.  Lassen  Irr.  Co.  (1909), 
157  Cal.  82,  106  Pac.  404.  See  infra, 
sec.  1324  et  seq. 

28  Calkins  v.  Sorosis  Fruit  Co.,  150 
CaL  426,  88  P&c.  1094. 
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Some  miscellaneous  matters  regarding  contracts  are  given  in 
the  note.* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  539.  Assignment. — Covenants  concerning  water-rights  may 
run  with  the  land.*  A  personal  covenant  or  agreement  on  the 
part  of  a  water  company  (not  in  public  service)  to  supply  water 
will  be  binding  upon  a  new  water  company  purchasing  the  lands 
and  plant  of  the  old  company  with  notice.  The  agreement  is 
binding  in  equity  not  only  in  favor  of  the  original  covenantee, 
but  in  favor  of  a  grantee  from  him.' 

Under  the  California  Civil  Code,  a  contract  may  create  a  lien 
for  rates  and  rentals  on  the  land  supplied  with  water,  which  will 


1  Rodgers  v.  Pitt,  129  Fed.  932 
(agreement  between  co-owners)  ;  Brad- 
ley V.  Harknesa,  26  Cal.  77,  11  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  389  (partnership  in  ditches 
as  distinguished  from  tenancy  in 
common) ;  Cacne  etc.  Ditch  Co.  ▼. 
Hawley,  43  Colo.  32,  95  Pac.  317 
(ditch  company's  contract  to  supply 
reservoir  company  excess  of  water 
over  needs  of  ditch  company's  stock- 
holders held  illegal  as  requiring  a 
priority  to  do  double  duty) ;  Farmers* 
etc.  Co.  V.  Henderson  (Colo.  1909),  46 
Colo.  37,  102  Pac.  1063  (contract  to 
exempt  water-rights  from  corporation 
assessment  enjoined) ;  Miller  v. 
Wheeler  (Wash.  1907),  54  Wash.  429, 
103  Pac.  641,  23  L.  R.  A.,  N.  8., 
1065  (agreement  regarding  use  of 
water  negatives  abandonment)  ;  Gag- 
non  V.  Molden,  15  Idaho,  727,  99  Pac. 
965  (breach  of  contract  to  convey 
water-right  where  price  is  payable  in 
installments) ;  Mathieu  v.  North  Am. 
Co.  (1907),  119  La.  896,  121  Am.  St. 
Rep.  548,  44  South.  721,  and  Dunbar 
V.  Montgomery  (Tex.  Civ.  App.),  119 
8.  W.  907  (breach  of  contract  to 
furnish  water  for  irrigation,  public 
service  not  involved)  ;  Fuller  v.  Smith 
(1909),  156  Cal.  177,  103  Pac.  919 
(contract  for  sale  pending  litigation)  ; 
Ditch  Co.  v.  Marfell,  15  Colo.  307,  25 
Pac.  504,  and  San  Diego  Co.  v.  Sharp, 
97  Fed.  394,  38  C.  C.  A.  220  (contract 
for  water  from  year  to  year  is  ter- 
minable hv  irrigator) ;  Quirk  v.  Rich, 
40  Mont.  552,  107  Pac.  821   (contract 


supersedes  right  under  general  law) ; 
McElravy  v.  Brooks  (Colo.),  109  Pac. 
863  (rescission  by  mutual  consent,  im- 
provements inure  to  benefit  of  grant- 
or);  Shaw  V.  Profit  (Or.),  109  Pac. 
584  (any  benefit  to  promisor  is  suffi- 
cient consideration,  if  so  intended) ; 
Farmers'  etc.  Co.  v.  Pawnee  etc.  Co., 
47  Colo.  239,  107  Pac.  286  (forfeiture 
enforced). 

See,  also.  Miller  v.  Cal.  Pastoral 
Co.,  163  Fed.  462,  90  C.  C.  A.  8; 
Great  Western  Co.  v.  White,  47  Colo. 
547,  108  Pac.  156;  Allen  v.  Swadley, 
46  Colo.  544,  105  Pac.  1097. 

By  statute  in  Wyoming,  voluntary 
settlements  of  water-right  disputes 
may  be  recorded  and  then  cannot  be 
attacked  after  ten  years.  Wyo.  Stats. 
1907,  p.  138  et  seq. 

*  Hottell  V.  Farmers*  etc.  Assn.,  25 
Colo.  67,  71  Am.  St.  Rep.  109,  53  Pac. 
327. 

8  Hunt  T.  Jones,  149  Cal.  297,  86 
Pac.  686.-  See  22  Harvard  Law  Re- 
view, 597,  note.  See  Stanislaus  W. 
Co.  V.  Bachman,  152  Cal.  716,  93  Pac. 
858,  15  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  359;  Leavitt 
V.  Lassen  Irr.  Co.  (1909),  157  Cal.  82, 
106  Pac.  404.  Quaere,  whether  the 
rule  of  equity  here  invoked  is  not  con- 
fined to  "negative  easements,"  or  to 
such  affirmative  covenants  only  of 
which  equity  would  order  specific  per- 
formance, in  which  contracts  for  con- 
tinual service  are  not  usually  included. 
Contracts  with  distributing  companies, 
see  infra,  sec.  1324  et  seq. 
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bind  the  land  whether  the  water  is  actually  used  or  not,^  and 
even  in  the  hands  of  a  purchaser  of  the  land,  though  not  techni- 
cally a  covenant  running  with  the  land,'  provided  the  purchaser 
has  notice  of  the  lien.*  The  remedy  of  the  par^y  furnishing  the 
water  in  such  case  (if  a  public  service  company)  is  by  foreclosure 
of  the  lien,  not  by  personal  action  against  the  assignee  ^  nor  by 
cutting  off  the  water.®  But  the  California  courts  have  been  tech- 
nical in  construing  a  contract  attempting  to  create  such  a  lien, 
and  held*  that  a  contract  worded  '*to  have  the  force  and  effect 
of  a  covenant  running  with  the  land"  did  not  create  such  a  lien. 
On  rehearing  in  supreme  court,  this  was  affirmed,  though  it  was 
instead  held  the  contract  nevertheless  bound  the  property  as  an 
interest  in  real  estate.**  A  typical  California  water-right  con- 
tract between  a  company  and  a  consumer  was  before  the  Califor- 
nia court  in  the  last  case,  where  it  was  held  that,  though  not 
creating  a  contract  lien  as  above,  it  nevertheless  granted  an 
interest  in  the  company's  canal  and  water-rights,  so  as  to  bind 
the  same  in  the  hands  of  an  assignee  of  the  water  company. 
However,  as  to  contracts  with  companies  in  public  service  this 
was  practically  overruled  in  Leavitt  v.  Lassen  Irr.  Co.,"  although 
apparently  leaving  it  in  force  where  public  service  is  not  in- 
volved. The  matter  is  further  discussed  in  a  subsequent  chap- 
ter.i» 

An  option  on  a  water-right  may  be  assigned.*' 

A  provision  appearing  in  many  water  codes  is  as  follows:  "All 
liens  on  the  land  provided  for  in  this  act  shall  be  superior  in 
right  to  all  mortgages  or  other  encumbrances  placed  upon  the 


4  Fresno  etc.  Co.  ▼.  BoweU,  80  Cal. 
116,  13  Am.  St.  Rep.  112,  22  Pac.  53; 
Same  v.  Hart,  152  Cal.  450,  92  Pac. 
1010. 

5  Fresno  Canal  etc.  Co.  v.  Rowell. 
SO  Cal.  114,  13  Am.  St.  Rep.  112,  22 
Pac.  53;  Fresno  Canal  etc.  Co.  v.  Dun- 
bar, 80  Cal.  530,  22  Pac.  275;  Bal- 
four V.  Fresno  Irr.  Co.,  109  Cal.  221, 
41  Pac.  876;  Fresno  Canal  etc.  Co.  v. 
Park,  129  f'al.  435,  62  Pac.  87.  But 
that  is  owing  to  no  peculiarity  of  the 
law  of  a})t>ro[iriation;  it  applies  to 
other  contracts  also.  See  Cal.  Civ. 
Co<le,  sec.  1468.  See,  also,  Hoboken 
Co.  V.  MMvor  etc.,  76  N.  J.  L.  122,  68 
Atl.  1009. 
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6  Ihid.,  Rowell  case. 

^  Fresno  etc.  Co.  t.  Dunbar,  80  Cal. 
530,  22  Pac.  275. 

8  Crow  V.  San  Joaquin  Co.,  131 
Cal.  309,  62  Pac.  562,  1058;  Leavitt 
V.  Lassen  Irr.  Co.,  157  Cal.  82,  106 
Pac.  404. 

»  StaniglauB  Water  Co.  t.  Bachman, 
Cal.  App.,  March  30,  1906. 

10  Same  v.  Same  (1908),  152  Cal. 
716,  93  Pac.  858,  15  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.. 
359. 

u  157  Cal.  82,  106  Pac.  404. 

12  Infra,  sec.  1315  et  seq. 

13  Thompson  Co.  v.  Pennebaker 
(Wash.),  173  Fed.  849,  97  C.  C.  A. 
591. 
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land  and  the  water  appurtenant  thereto  or  used  in  connection 
therewith,  after  the  passage  of  this  act. ' '  ^'* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  640.  Contracts  With  Public  Service  Companies  are  Oovemed 
by  Special  Bules. — Contracts  with  canal  or  irrigation  companies 
(public  service  companies)  for  supply  are  separately  considered 
in  a  later  chapter.  It  has  not  always  hitherto  been  borne  in  mind 
that  public  service  companies  are  under  duties  to  the  public 
which  bring  their  contracts  under  some  diflEerent  rules,  for  the 
protection  of  the  public,  than  those  between  private  parties  alone. 

Where  an  irrigation  company  sells  its  plant  to  a  new  company 
(as,  for  example,  upon  foreclosure  of  mortgage  upon  the  dis- 
tributing system),  it  has  usually  been  held  in  the  West  that  the 
new  company  is  bound  to  the  terms  of  the  old  contracts.**  This 
is  usually  on  the  holding  that  the  consumer  has  an  interest  in  the 
real  estate  of  the  distributing  system ;  but  where  the  distributing 
system  is  one  devoted  to  public  use,  it  seems  now  held  in  Califor- 
nia**^ that  the  consumer's  right  is  one  of  service  as  a  member 
of  the  public,  and  his  contract  does  not  involve  an  interest  in  real 
estate.  It  consequently  seems  now  the  rule  in  California  that 
contracts  will  not  bind  the  new  company  without  an  express  or 
implied  assumption  thereof  by  it;  that  the  consumer's  right 
against  the  new  company  is  a  right  of  service  depending  upon  the 
duties  of  the  company  to  serve  the  public  irrespective  of  con- 
tract, but  that  the  contract  will  apply  against  the  new  company 
as  strong  evidence  of  what  would  be  a  proper  and  reasonable 
service  and  charge  to  all  members  of  the  public.  The  California 
cases  above  referred  to  *•  have  been  limited  as  applying  only  to 
contracts  and  transfers  between  private  parties,  and  not  to  con- 
sumers from  public  service  companies,*'^  though  throughout  the 


38a  S.  D.  Stats.  1905,  p.  201,  sec. 
55;  8.  D.  Stats.  1907,  c.  180,  sec.  56. 
Likewise  N.  D.  Stats.  1905,  p.  270, 
sec.  44;  N.  M.  Stats.  1907,  p.  71,  sec. 
52.  Quaere,  what  bearing,  if  any, 
has  the  constitutional  provision 
against  impairing  the  obligation  of 
contracts? 

Regarding  statutory  lien  on  land 
for  water  charges,  see,  also,  Hoboken 
etc.  Co.  T.  Mayor  etc.,  76  N.  J.  L. 
122,  68  Aa  1099. 


u  Infra,  sec.  1320. 

15  Leavitt  v.  Lassen  Irr.  Co.,  157 
Cal.  82,  106  Pac.  404,  and  Lassen  Irr. 
Co.  ▼.  Long,  157  Cal.  94,  106  Pac. 
409. 

16  HunJ;  V.  Jones,  149  Cal.  297,  86 
Pac.  686;  Fresno  Co.  v.  Park,  129 
Cal.  437,  62  Pac.  87,  and  Stanislaus 
W.  Co.  V.  Bachman,  152  Cal.  716,  93 
Pac.  858,  15  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  359. 

17  Lassen  Irrigation   Cases,   supra. 
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West,  the  status  of  the  law  of  public  service  is  somewhat  un- 
settled. 

As  a  general  principle,  rights  of  consumers  from  public  service 
companies  (irrigation,  canal,  and  other  companies  supplying  the 
public  use)  rest  upon  certain  duties  of  the  company  to  the  entire 
public,  and  where  a  contract  with  such  a  company  exists,  it  is 
rather  an  incidental  matter,  and  governed  by  different  rules,  in 
many  respects,  than  contracts  or  sales  between  private  parties.^^ 


B.    CONVEYANCES. 
(3c[  ed.) 

§  541.  Water-rights  may  be  Conveyed. — ^Possessory  rights  on 
the  public  domain  (from  which  the  law  of  appropriation  arose)*® 
were  always  recognized  as  transferable.  It  is  consequently  said 
that  a  water-right  **can  be  transferred  like  other  property.'*^ 
Water-rights  may  pass  by  descent;  ^*  may  be  sold  on  execution;  ^ 
may  be  mortgaged.^ 

Some  special  rules,  however,  may  come  ^in  regarding  parol 
sales,^  and  sales  by  public  service  companies.^ 


IS  Infra,  sec.  1315. 

10  Supra,  sec.  S2  et  seq. 

20  McDonald  ▼.  Bear  B.  Co.,  13  Cal. 
220,  at  233,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  626. 
Like  realty,  Barklej  y.  Tieleke,  2 
Mont.  59;  as  real  estate,  Colo.  Bev. 
Stats.  1908,  sec.  669. 

"Possessory  rights  on  the  public  do- 
main have  always  been  recognized  as 
transferable,  and  water-rights  can  be 
transferred  Uke  other  property." 
Thompson  v.  Pennebaker  (Wash.), 
173  Fed.  851,  97  C.  C.  A.  591,  citing 
this  book,  2d  ed.,  sec.  221. 

"We  grant  that  the  water  itself  is 
the  property  of  the  public;  its  use, 
however,  is  subject  to  appropriation, 
and  in  this  case  it  is  conceded  that 
the  owner  has  the  paramount  right  to 
such  use.  In  our  opinion  this  right 
may  be  transferred  by  sale  so  long 
as  the  rights  of  others,  as  in  this  case, 
are  not  injuriously  affected  thereby. 
If  the  priority  to  the  use  of  water  for 
agricultural  purposes  is  a  right  of 
property,  then  the  right  to  sell  it  is 
as  essential  and  sacred  as  the  right  to 
possess   and   use."    Strickler   v.   Col- 


orado  Springs    (1891),   16   Colo.   70, 
25  Am.  St.  Bep.  245,  26  Pac.  313. 

21  Hall  V.  Blackman,  8  Idaho,  272, 
68  Pac.  19.  See  Griseza  v.  Terwilli- 
ger,  144  Cal.  456,  77  Pac.  1034;  Estate 
of  Thomas,  147  Cal.  236,  81  Pac.  539. 

22  Gleason  v.  Hill,  65  Cal.  17,  2 
Pac.  413. 

23  Farm  Inv.  Co.  t.  AHa  etc.  Co.,  28 
Colo.  408,  65  Pac.  22;  Mitchell  v. 
Canal  Co.,  75  Cal.  464,  17  Pac.  246, 
both  considering  a  question  of  after- 
acquired  property.  As  to  which  see, 
also,  Stanislaus  Water  Co.  v.  Bach- 
man  (1908),  152  Cal.  716,  93  Pac.  858, 
15  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  359,  and  Bear  Lake 
Co.  T.  Garland,  164  U.  S.  1,  17  Sup. 
Ct.  Bep.  7,  41  L.  Ed.  327. 

Upon  foreclosure  of  mortgage,  all 
claimants  under  the  mortgagor  must 
be  made  parties,  or  their  easements  or 
water-rights  will  not  pass  to  the  fore- 
closure purchaser.  Schwab  v.  Smug- 
gler Union  Co.  (Colo.  C.  C.  A.),  174 
Fed.  305.  See,  also,  infraf  sec.  1320, 
mortgages  of  plant  of  public  service 
company. 

24  Infra,  sec.  555. 

25  Infra,  sec.  1324  et  seq. 
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§  542.  Formalities  on  Transfer. — The  conveyance  must  be  in 
writing,  as  of  an  interest  in  real  estate*  within  the  statute  of 
frauds.-  But  probably  this  applies  only  between  the  parties  to 
a  sale,  and  cannot  be  taken  advantage  of  by  third  persons,'  and 
even  between  the  parties  parol  sales  may  be  effectual  in  some 
cases.** 

The  sale  must  be  recorded,  as  it  is  within  the  recording  acts, 
as  an  interest  in  real  estate,^  and  under  the  recent  water  codes, 
record  must  usually  be  made  also  in  the  oflSce  of  the  State  Engi- 
neer.® But  recording  is  not  necessary  inter  partes^  The  differ- 
ence between  the  statute  of  frauds  and  the  registry  acts  in  this 
is  that  the  former  is  to  prevent  frauds  between  the  parties,  while 
the  latter  are  to  prevent  frauds  on  third  parties  by  giving  them 
constructive  notice.  Consequently,  actual  notice  to  third  parties 
purchasing  subsequent  to  a  prior  unrecorded  conveyance  is  equiva- 
lent to  recording,  and  a  purchaser  with  notice  cannot  set  up 
failure  of  record  as  invalidating  the  prior  grant,  and  possession 
of  ditches  and  water  structures  by  the  former  grantee  is  generally, 
especially  where  coupled  with  open  use,  notice  to  the  world.®    **The 


1  Supra,  sec.  283  et  seq. 

2  California.— Smith  v.  O'Hara,  43 
Tal.  371,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  671; 
O'Neto  V.  Restano,  78  Cal.  374,  20 
Pac.  743;  Dorris  v.  Sullivan,  90  Cal. 
L'79,  27  Pac.  216;  Hayes  v.  Fine,  91 
Cal.  391,  27  Pac.  772;  Griseza  v.  Ter- 
williger,  144  Gal.  456,  77  Pac.  1034; 
Oliver  v.  Burnett  (1909),  10  Cal. 
App.  403,  102  Pac.  223. 

Colorado.— Child  v.  Whitman,  7 
Colo.  App.  117,  42  Pac.  601;  Burn- 
ham  v.  Freeman,  11  Colo.  601,  19 
Pac.  761;  Daum  v.  Conley,  27  Colo. 
64,  59  Pac.  753. 

Montana. — Middle  Creek  Co.  t. 
Henry,  15  Mont.  ^58,  39  Pac.  1054. 

-i  Daum  V.  Conley,  27  Colo.  56,  59 
Pac.  753,  a  point  upon  which  there  has 
boen  murh  discussion,  depending  upon 
the  wording  of  the  statute  of  frauds 
as  enacted  in  different  States.  See, 
also,  Watts  v.  Spencer,  51  Or.  262,  94 
Pac.  39;  Featherman  v.  Hennessey 
(Mont.),  113  Pac.  751. 

4  Infra,  sec.  555  et  seq. 

5  Partridge  v.  McKinney,  10  Cal. 
181,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  185;  Lylos  v. 
Perrin,    119   Cal.   264,   51    Pac.   332; 


Leavitt  ▼.  Lassen  Irr.  Co.,  157  Cal. 
82,  106  Pac.  404.  See  Stanislaus  W. 
Co.  V.  Bachman  (1908),  152  Cal.  716, 
93  Pac.  858,  15  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  359, 
holding  "Miscellaneous"  to  be  a  proper 
book  for  the  instrument  in  that  case. 

6  E.  g.,  Utah  Laws  1905,  c.  108, 
sees.  62,  63,  and  subsequent  Utah  acts. 
In  Wyoming,  it  is  enacted:  "Every 
conveyance  of  a  ditch,  canal  or  reser- 
voir, or  any  interest  therein,  shall 
hereafter  be  executed  and  acknowl- 
edged in  the  same  manner  as  a  con- 
veyance of  real  estate  and  recorded 
as  herein  provided,  and  any  suck  con- 
veyance which  shall  not  be  made  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act  shall  be  null  and  void  as  against 
subsequent  purchasers  thereof  in  good 
faith  and  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion." Laws  1907,  c.  86,  p.  138,  sec. 
22. 

7  Whalon  v.  North  Platte  etc.  Co., 
11  Wyo.  313,  71  Pac.  995;  Middle 
Creek  etc.  Co.  v.  Henry,  15  Mont.  558, 
39  Pac.  1054;  Little  v.  Gibb,  57  Wash. 
92,  106  Pac.  491. 

R  Powers  v.  Perry,  12  Cal.  App.  77, 
106    Pac.    595    (dictum,   but   holding 
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open  and  notorious  possession  and  user  of  water  from  an  irrigra- 
tion  canal  through  lateral  ditches  is  constructive  notice  to  a  pur- 
chaser of  the  rights  of  the  party  so  in  possession  and  using  the 
water.*'* 

The  statute  of  limitations  concerning  realty  applies  to  water- 
rights.*<> 

In  California,  the  distinction  between  sealed  and  unsealed 
instruments  has  been  abolished.^^  As  to  the  necessity  of  a  seal 
where  the  distinction  still  prevails,  see  cases  in  the  note.^ 

The  sale  is  complete  on  delivery  of  a  deed  and  possession.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  643.  Subject  Blatter  of  OonveyBnce. — ^A  grant  of  a  water- 
right  is  not  a  grant  of  property  in  the  corpus  of  the  water.  A 
sale  does  not  sell  the  water  itself  nor  mean  the  delivery  of  any 
specific  quantity  of  water;  it  merely  passes  the  right  to  use  it 
and  have  it  flow.** 

The  size  of  the  estate  granted  may  sometimes  be  a  diiBcult 
question,*^  especially  in  cases  of  public  service  companies.*® 


no  notice  upon  the  facts) ;  Evans  ▼. 
Lakeside  D.  Co.,  13  Oal.  App.  119,  108 
Pac.  1027. 

»  Park'v.  Park  (1909),  45  Colo.  347, 
101  Pac.  406;  McLure  ▼.  Koen,  25 
Colo.  284,  53  Pac.  1058;  Conger  v. 
Weaver,  6  Cal.  548,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
594.  Reasonable  diligence  would,  it  is 
held,  require  a  prospective  purchaser 
of  a  portion  of  land  to  investigate  the 
title  to  priorities,  where  three  persons 
after  a  decree  openly  continued  to  use 
aU  the  water  for  irrigating  their 
farms  as  before  the  decree,  and  it  was 
constructive  notice  of  their  rights 
though  the  decree  itself  did  not  settle 
such  rights.  Park  v.  Park,  45  Colo. 
347,  101  Pac.  403. 

As  to  the  effect  of  possession  as 
notice,  see  also,  the  following  sections, 
regarding  apparent  easements  between 
the  parties.  The  present  section  refers 
to  third  persons. 

10  Infra,  sec.  579  ct  seq.,  adverse 
possession. 

11  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1629. 

12  Ortman  v.  Dixon,  13  Cal.  33; 
McDonald  v.  Bear  B.  Co.,  13  Cal.  220, 


1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  626;  Barkley  t. 
Tieleke,  2  Mont.  59,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  666;  Mattis  v.  Hosmer,  37  Or. 
523,  62  Pac.  17,  632. 

13  Booth  ▼.  Chapman^  59  Cal.  149. 

14  Supra,  sec.  537. 

i((  A  written  permission  to  build  a 
ditch,  held  to  grant  a  perpetual  ease- 
ment. Shaw  T.  Proffitt  (Or.  1910), 
109  Pac.  584.  An  agreement  to  al- 
low defendants  to  flow  slimes  and 
tailings  from  a  mine  through  plain- 
tiff's predecessor's  flumes,  pipes, 
sluices  and  reservoirs  and  onto  plain- 
tiff's predecessor's  land,  held  to  grant 
an  easement  which,  being  an  interest 
in  realty,  was  not  lost  by  foreclosure 
of  a  mortgage  on  plaintiff's  property, 
to  which  foreclosure  defendant  was 
not  a  party.  Schwab  v.  Smuggler 
Union  Co.  (Colo.),  174  Fed.  305,  98 
C.  C.  A.  160.  Deed  of  reservoir 
site  construed  and  held  to  pass  a 
fee  in  the  soil  and  not  merely  an  ease- 
ment of  flooding.  Van  Slyke  v.  Ar- 
rowhead etc.  Co.  (1909),  155  Cal. 
675,  102  Pac.  816. 

10  Infra,  sec.  1324  et  seq. 
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§  544.  Oonstruction  and  Operation  af  Conveyance. — Contracts 
and  conveyances  must  be  certain.  ''Sufficient  to  irrigate  said 
land"  in  a  deed  is  probably  too  uncertain." 

By  a  written  conveyance,  priority  is  preserved.*® 

A  sale  cannot  bind  other  appropriators  not  parties  to  it,  nor 
abridge  their  rights,  nor  be  valid  as  against  them  to  their  injury.*' 
Thus,  a  grant  of  an  appropriation  by  a  mill  owner  cannot,  as 
against  lower  (though  subsequent)  appropriators,  confer  any 
right  to  make  a  different  use  of  the  water  than  the  mill  did,  to 
their  prejudice,  such  as  to  take  the  water  permanently  away  for 
irrigation.^  It  has  been  held  that  the  grantee  cannot  sue  for 
damages  for  a  diversion  antedating  the  sale.^  Mortgages  are  some- 
times postponed  to  water  charges.^ 

Where  one  agrees  to  furnish  water  to  another,  the  conveyance 
into  a  single  person  of  all  of  both  parties'  rights  and  duties 
under  such  a  contract  could  result  in  nothing  but  a  merger  of  these 
rights  and  duties  and  an  extinguishment  of  the  contract,  since 
no  man  can  contract  with  himself  and  no  man  can  be  compelled 
to  furnish  water  to  himself  and  pay  himself  therefor.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  546.  Beservatioiui. — ^Unless  otherwise  provided  by  statute, 
the  right  may  be  sold  separate  from  land,  since  it  is  independent 
of  title  to  or  possession  of  land,  as  is  more  fully  considered 
elsewhere.^*  Likewise,  the  water-right  and  ditch  right  -may  be 
sold  separately,  and  the  conveyance  of  one  does  not  necessarily 
include  the  other.^ 

As  below  considered,  though  a  water-right  is  usually  appur- 
tenant to  the  land  where  used,  yet  it  may  be  reserved  on  a  sale 


17  See  Leavitt  v.  Lassen  Irr.  Co., 
157  Cal.  82,  106  Pac.  404.  See  as  to 
certainty  generally,  Stanislaus  W.  Co. 
V.  Bachnian,  152  Cal.  716,  93  Pac. 
858,  15  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  359;  Booth  v. 
Trager  (1908),  44  Colo.  409,  99  Pac. 
60;  Thompson  v.  Pennebaker,  173 
Fed.  849,  97  C.  C.  A.  591.  A  ditch 
is  sufficiently  described  in  a  deed  as 
"Watson  Ditch."  Murray  v.  Tulare 
Irr.  Co.,  120  Cal.  315. 

18  Infra,  sec.  555  et  seq.,  parol  sale. 
i»  See  suprd,  499;   infra,  sec.  626 

et  seq. 

20  Windsor  Co.  v.  Lake  Supply  Co., 
44  Colo.  214.  98  Pac.  729. 


21  Kimball  v.  Gearhart,  12  Cal.  27, 
1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  615;  Rianda  v. 
Watsonville  etc.  Co.  (1907),  152  Cal. 
523,  93  Pac.  79. 

22  Supra,  sec.  539. 

23  Mr.  Justice  Henshaw,  in  Leavitt 
V.  Lassen  Irr.  Co.,  157  Cal.  82,  106 
Pac.  404. 

24  Supra,  sees.  281,  508  et  seq. 
Under  water  codes,  approval  of  the 
State  Engineer  is  necessary. 

25  Wold  V.  May,  10  Wash.  157,  38 
Pac.  875;  Ada  etc.  Co.  v.  Farmers* 
etc.  Co.,  5  Idaho,  793,  51  Pac.  990, 
40  L.  R.  A.  485;  Rogers  v.  Riverside 
etc.  Co.,  132  Cal.  9,  64  Pac.  95. 
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of  the  land.  A  ''reservation"  is  something  extracted  from  the 
whole  res  covered  by  the  general  terms  of  the  grant,  lessening 
the  thing  granted  from  what  it  would  otherwise  have  been.*  A 
grantee's  acceptance  of  a  deed  containing  a  reservation  to  the 
grantor  of  a  priority  or  appropriation  of  water  for  a  certain 
reservoir,  when  no  priority  or  appropriation  had  been  secured, 
did  not'  estop  the  grantee  to  claim  an  appropriation  of  its  own 
for  such  reservoir.^ 

Implied  reservations  may  exist  from  circumstances.  A  con- 
veyance of  land  is  subject  to  apparent  water-right  or  ditch  ease- 
ments,' or  those  of  which  the  grantee  has  notice,^  but  not  to 
nonapparent  ones  of  which  the  grantee  has  no  notice.*^  Even  in 
Colorado  one  cannot  enter  upon  another's  land  to  build  an  irri- 
gation'ditch  which  was  not  there  when  he  acquired  the  land, 
contrary  to  the  rule  at  first  asserted  in  Colorado  that  all  land 
was  held  subject  to  entry  by  irrigators  to  build  ditches  across 
it.« 


(3d  ed.) 

§  546.  Sales  of  Uncompleted  Works — ^After-acquired  Prop- 
erty.— ^A  sale  before  completion  of  the  appropriation  gives  the 
grantee  a  right  to  complete  it  where  diligence  has  been  used  in 
the  construction  work,  preserving  priority;^  but  where  a  right 
has  been  lost  by  lack  of  diligence  in  construction  work,'  or  by 
nonuser  and  abandonment,®  there  is  nothing  to  sell  and  a  con- 
veyance passes  nothing.  A  sale  between  notice  and  completion, 
while  acting  diligently,  is  valid,  and  the  purchaser's  completion 
relates  back  to  the  original  notice.^^    Bights  of  purchasers  from 


1  Houffh  V.  Porter,  15  Or.  318,  95 
Pac.  732.  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728. 

2  Windsor  R.  Co.  v.  Lake  Supply 
Co.,  44  Colo.  214,  98  Pac.  729. 

Beservations  in  deeds  construed: 
See  Kelly  v.  Hynes  (Mont.  1910), 
108  Pac.  785;  Peterson  v.  McDonald, 
13  Gal.  App.  644,  110  Pac.  465;  Bal- 
lard ▼.  Titus,  157  Cal.  673,  110  Pac. 
118;  German  etc.  Soc.  v.  McLellan 
(1908),  154  Cal.  710,  99  Pac.  194. 

8  Baldock  v.  Atwood,  21  Or.  73,  26 
Pac.  1058;  Shaw  ▼.  Proffitt  (Or.),  110 
Pac.  1092.  Purchaser  of  land  takes 
subject  to  visible  dam  and  ditch 
easement.  Arterburn  v.  Board  (1910), 
86  Neb.  733,  126  X.  W.  379.  Whether 
a  pipe-line  buried  in  the  ground  is  an 
apparent  easement,  left  open  in  Bubio 


Canyon  W.  Co.  ▼.  Everett  (1908),  154 
Cal.  29,  96  Pac.  811. 

*  Fresno  Canal 'Co.  v.  Bowell,  80 
Cal.  114,  13  Am.  St.  Rep.  112,  22  Pkc. 
53. 

5  Blake  v.  Boye,  38  Colo.  55,  88 
Pac.  470,  8  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  418. 

0  Supra,  sec.  221  et  seq. 

T  Nevada  etc.  Co.  v.  Bennett,  30  Or. 
59,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  777,  45  Pac.  472. 

8  Colorado  etc.  Co.  v.  Bocky  Ford 
etc.  Co.,  3  C«lo.  App.  545,  34  Pac.  580. 

9  Davis  V.  Gale,  32  Cal.  26,  9  Am. 
Dec.  554,  4  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  604; 
Kirman  v.  Hunnewill,  93  Cal.  519,  29 
Pac.   124. 

10  Beckwith  v.  Sheldon  (1908),  154 
CaL  393,  97  Pac.  867. 
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a  mere  squatter,  claiming  under  the  doctrine  of  prior  appropria- 
tion, relate  back  to  the  original  diversion."  Mortgages  or 
mechanics'  liens  may  attach  to  property  added  to  water  struc- 
tures in  course  of  completion  or  afterward  acquired.^^ 

Sales  may  be  made  of  permits  from  the  State  Engineer  to 
make  appropriations,  and  the  purchaser  of  the  permit  will  stand 
in  the  shoes  of  his  vendor.**  This  is  usually  expressly  .allowed 
by  statute,  with  the  additional  requirement  of  recording  the 
transfer  with  the  State  Engineer."  In  Idaho  the  record  in  the 
State  Engineer's  office  does  not  necessarily  contain  a  record  of 
assignments  of  the  permit  or  transfers  made  thereof,  as  no  pro- 
vision is  made  for  recording  such  assignments  or  transfers  in 
the  State  Engineer's  office.**^ 

The  grantor  of  a  water-right  which  he  does  not  own  at  the 
time  is  estopped .  by  his  deed  from  claiming  it  if  afterward 
acquired  by  him.*®  But  reservation  to  a  grantee  of  a  priority 
of  appropriation  of  water  for  a  reservoir,  which  had  not  been 
in  fact  acquired  by  the  grantor,  did  not  estop  the  grantee  from 
claiming  priority  for  a  subsequent  appropriation  for  such  reser- 
voir." The  owner  of  a  water-right  who  accepts  a  ** lease"  thereof 
from  another  claimant,  while  he  is  himself  in  possession,  and 
who  has  not  at  any  time  received  the  possession  from  the  lessor, 
is  not  estopped  by  the  lease  from  asserting  his  title  against  said 
lessor.** 


(3d  ed.) 

§  647.  Sale  in  Parts. — An  appropriation  may  be  sold  in  parts 
and  a  sale  of  a  part  is  n.ot  per  se  void  as  an  abandonment  of  that 
part.*®    A  sale  of  a  part  which,  previous  to  the  sale,  has  in  fact 


11  Hough  V.  Pofter,  61  Or.  318,  95 
Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728. 

12  Supra,  sec.  541. 

18  Whalon  v.  Norfh  Platte  etc.  Co., 
11  Wyo.  313,  71  Pac.  995. 

H  E.  g.,  N.  M.  Stats.  1907,  p.  71, 
sec.  36;  S.  D.  Stats.  1907,  c.  180,  sec. 
32;  N.  D.  Stats.  1905,  c.  34,  sec.  31. 

15  Speer  v.  Stephenson  (1909),  16 
Idaho,  707,  102  Pac.  365. 

16  Dictum,  Rianda  v.  Watsonville 
W.  Co.  (1907),  152  Cal.  523,  95  Pac. 
79.  See  Shaw  v.  Proffit  (Or.),  110 
Pac.  1092. 

17  Windsor  Reservoir  &  Canal  Co. 
▼.  Lake   Supply  Ditch  Co.,  44  Colo. 


214,  98  Pac.  729.  See  Bessemer  etc. 
Co.  V.  WooUey,  32  Colo.  439,  105  Am. 
St.  Rep.  91,  76  Pac.  1053,  holding  a 
certain  clause  not  to  pass  after- 
acquired  water-right. 

18  Strong  V.  Baldwin  (1908),  154 
Cal.  150,  129  Am.  St.  Rep.  149,  97 
Pac.  178;  citing  Oneta  v.  Restano, 
89  Cal.  63,  26  Pac.  788.  Compare 
Swift  V.  Goodrich,  70  Cal.  103,  11 
Pac.  561. 

18  Senior  v.  Anderson,  138  Cal.  716, 
72  Pac.  349;  McDanold  v.  Askew,  29 
Cal.  200,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  660; 
Drake  v.  Earhart,  2  Idaho,  716,  23 
Pac.     541;      Strickler     v.     Colorado 
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been  abandoned  for  nonuse,  will  pass  nothing,  however.^  Con- 
sequently a  sale  of  the  surplus  one  does  not  need  will  pass 
nothing,  where  the  facts  show  that  such  lack  of  need  preceded 
the  sale  in  such  a  way  as  to  have  caused  abandonment  or  for- 
feiture before  the  sale,  so  as  to  show  that  the  seller  at  the  time 
of  sale  had  no  right  to  such  surplus.^^ 

A  sale  of  a  part  which  would  injure  subsequent  appropriators 
by  the  new  use  made  of  it  is  invalid  against  them.^  But  a 
sale  of  part  is  valid  between  the  parties  to  the  sale  in  any  event,^ 
the  parties  becoming  tenants  in  common.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  648.    Lease  or  Exchange  or  Other  Temporary  Disposal. — 

** Leases"  or  ** loans''  or  similar  transactions  in  water-rights 
cannot  create  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant,  since  water- 
rights  are  incorporeal  hereditaments  in  which  tenancy  cannot 
exist.  A  water-right  may  be  sold  outright  for  use  on  different 
land,  but  cannot  be  leased  for  temporary  use.^  A  'Uease"  of  a 
water-right  does  not  bring  in  the  law  of  estoppel  that  applies 
between  landlord  and  tenant.^  The  owners  of  a  mining  ditch, 
who  took  water  therefrom  for  irrigation,  by  leasing  their  interest 
therein,  were  held  to  have  abandoned  their  irrigation  rights  in 
the  ditch.^ 

Colorado  permits  contracts  for  the  'Uoan"  of  water,  an  anomalous 
procedure,  authorized  by  statute,'  but  not  favored  by  the  court. 


Springs,  16  Colo.  61,  25  Am.  St.  Bep. 
245,  26  Pac.  313;  Larrimer  etc.  Co.  v. 
Cache  La  Poudre  etc.  Co.,  8  Colo.  App. 
237,  45  Pac.  525;  Ft.  Morgan  Co.  v. 
So.  Platte  D.  Co.,  18  Colo.  1,  36  Am. 
St.  Rep.  259,  30  Pac.  1032;  Middle 
Cr.  Co.  V.  Henry,  15  Mont.  558,  39 
Pac.  1054;  Frank  v.  Hicks,  4  Wyo. 
502,  35  Pac.  475,  1025;  Milheiser  v. 
Long,  10  N.  M.  99,  61  Pac.  Ill;  HaU 
V.  Blackman,  8  Idaho,  272,  68  Pac. 
19;  Calkins  v.  Sorosis  etc.  Co.,  150 
Cal.  426,  88  Pac.  1094. 

20  Davis  V.  Gale,  32  Cal.  26,  91  Am. 
Dec.  554,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  604; 
Kirnian  v.  Hunnewill,  93  Cal.  519,  29 
Pac.  124;  Manning  v.  Fife,  17  Utah, 
232,  54  Pac.  111. 

21  Dictum,  Johnston  v.  Little  Horse 
etc.  Co.,  13  Wyo.  208,  110  Am.  St. 
Rep.  986,  79  Pac.  22,  70  L.  R.  A.  341. 

22  Creek  v.  Bozeman  etc.  Co.,  15 
Mont.  121,  38  Pac.  459. 


28  Calkins  ▼.  Sorosis  Fruit  Co.,  150 
Cal.  426,  88  Pac.  1094. 

24  Rose  V.  Mesmer,  142  Cal.  322, 
75  Pac.  905 

26  Slosser  v.  Salt  R.  Co.  (1901),  7 
Ariz.  376,  65  Pac.  332. 

1  Swift   V.   Goodrich,   70   Cal.    103, 
11    Pac.    561;     Strong    v.    Baldwin 
(1908),    154    Cal.    150,    129    Am.   St. 
Rep.  149,  97  Pac.  178.     Cf.  Oneta  v. 
Restano,  89  Cal.  63,  26  Pac.  788. 

2  Davis  V.  Chamberlain,  51  Or.  304, 
98  Pac.  154. 

A  covenant  in  a  lease  to  furnish 
water  for  irrigation  held  not  complied 
with  by  furnishing  a  well  with  the 
cap  locked,  so  that  water  could  not  be 
obtained  without  breaking  the  lock. 
Smith  V.  Hicks,  14  N.  M.  560,  98 
Pac.  138. 

8  3  Mills*  Ann.  Stats.,  2d  ed.,  sees. 
2271a-2271e;  Mills'  Ann.  Stats.  Rev. 
Supp.,  sec.   2273c;    Rev.   Stats.   1908, 
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The  statute  provides  that  the  owners  of  irrigation  ditches  and  water- 
rights  taking  from  the  same  stream  may  exchange  with  and  loan 
to  each  other,  for  a  limited  time,  water  to  which  each  may  be 
entitled,  for  the  purpose  of  saving  crops  or  of  using  the  water  in 
a  more  economical  manner.  This  is  held  only  to  permit  an 
exchange  or  loan  of  water  under  circumstances  not  injuriously 
affecting  the  vested  rights  of  other  appropriatora,  and  the  bene- 
ficiary of  the  loan  must  affirmatively  plead  and  prove  that  the 
water  so  loaned  could  be  and  was  used  without  injury  to  other 
appropriators,  including  those  subsequent  in  priority  to  the  lenders. 
So  construed,  the  statute  has  been  held  constitutional.^  Nor  can 
exchanges  of  water  be  made  under  the  Colorado  law  such  as  to 
convert  a  junior  into  a  senior  right.'*  Question  of  exchanges  of 
water  between  the  same  or  different  owners  of  reservoirs  cannot 
be  determined  in  a  statutory  action  to  establish  priorities  of  rights 
to  store  water  in  reservoirs  of  the  district.* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  649.    Sales  of  ''Water-rights"  by  Public  Service  Oompanies. 

Concerning  sales  of  "water-rights,"  so  called,  by  a  distributing 
company,  reference  is  made  to  a  later  chapter.  Though  the 
decisions  have  not  always  appreciated  the  distinction,  yet,  prop- 
erly speaking,  contracts  for  or  sales  of  water  supply  by  public 
service  companies  are,  for  the  protection  of  the  public,  governed 
by  different  considerations  than  those  between  private  partiesJ 


i 


3d  ed.) 


0.    APPUETENANCB. 


550.    Whether  the  Water-right  is  an  Appurtenance  to  Land. 

The    water-right    by    appropriation    is    an    individual    thing    or 
species  of  property,  independent  of  ownership  or  possession  of 


sec.  3232;  Lawa  1899,  p.  236,  sec.  3; 
Ft.  Lyon  v.  Chew,  33  Colo.  392,  81 
Pac.  37;  Bowman  v.  Virdin,  40  Colo. 
247,  90  Pac.  506.  But  see  filosser  v. 
Salt  River  Co.,  7  Ariz.  376,  65  Pac. 
332.  See  Kan.  Gen.  Laws,  1909,  see. 
4436. 

4  Bowman  v.  Virdin,  40  Colo.  247, 
90  Pac.  506. 

5  "If  such  system  of  exchange,  taken 
in  connection  with  other  parts  of  the 
decree  in  favor  of  the  owner  of  the 
Fossil  Creek  reservoir,  is  put  into 
practice,  it  will  necessarily  convert  a 
junior   into   a  senior   right.     It   will 


make  many  of  the  reservoirs  of  ap- 
pellants, which  were  built  and  used 
for  storage  a  decade  before  Fossil 
Creek  reservoir  was  conceived,  subor- 
dinate to  the  latter.  No  device  or 
combination  of  appliances  that  would 
produce  such  a  flagrant  injustice 
should  be  looked  upon  with  favor  or 
sanctioned  by  a  court  of  equity." 
Windsor  Co.  v.  Lake  Supply  Co. 
(1909),  44  Colo.  214,  98  Pac.  729. 

6  Windsor  Reservoir  &  Canal  Co.  v. 
Lako  Suply  Ditch  Co.   (Colo.),  supra, 

7  Infra,  sec.  1245  et  seq. 
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any  land,^  and  not  an  easement  or  servitude  upon  any  other  prop- 
erty, but  a  usufructuary  right  in  a  natural  stream  as  a  natural 
resource.  As  elsewhere  considered  at  length,  it  may  be  sold 
separately  from  the  land  (except  where  the  very  recent  legisla- 
tion expressly  enacts  the  contrary)  ,•  It  is  consequently  entirely 
a  matter  of  the  will  of  the  owner  whether,  on  a  sale  of  the  land, 
the  water-right  shall  or  shall  not  pass  at  the  same  time. 

It  is  well  settled  that  a  water-right  may  pass  with  land  as  an 
appurtenance  thereto,  or  as  a  parcel  thereof,^^  but  not  necessarily 
so;  and  whether  a  water-right  passes  as  an  appurtenance  involves 
two  questions,  viz.:  (a)  Whether  the  water-right  is  an  appurte- 
nance, and  (b)  whether,  being  such,  it  was  intended  to  pass.  Both 
of  these  are  questions  of  fact  in  each  case. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  651.    Same. — ^The   first   question,   whether  the   water-right 

is  an  appurtenance,  depends  on  whether  it  is  an  incident,  neces- 
sary to  the  enjoyment  of  the  land.  The  water-right  is  not  neces- 
sarily appurtenant  to  or  parcel  of  any  land;  and  whether  it  is  an 
appurtenance  or  parcel  is  a  question  of  fact  resting  chiefly  upon 
whether  it  was  used  specially  for  the  benefit  of  the  land  in  ques- 
tion."   When  used  for  irrigation,  there  will  seldom  be  doubt  of 


8  Supra,  sec.  281. 

9  Supra,  sec.  508  et  seq. 

10  Quirk  Y.  Falk,  47  Cal.  453,  2 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  19 ;  Reynolds  v.  Hos- 
mer,  51  Cal.  305,  5  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
6;  Hungarian  etc.  Co.  v.  Moses,  58 
Cal.  168;  Lower  Kings  River  etc.  Co. 
V.  Kings  etc,  60  CaL  408;  Fitzell  v. 
Leakj,  72  CaL  477,  14  Pac.  198; 
Standart  etc.  Co.  v.  Round  Valley 
etc.  Co.,  77  Cal.  399,  19  Pac.  689; 
Mitchell  V.  Amador  Canal  etc.  Co.,  75 
Cal.  464,  17  Pac.  246;  Coonradt  v. 
Hill,  79  Cal.  587,  21  Pac.  1099;  Mc- 
Shane  v.  Carter,  80  Cal.  310,  22  Pac. 
178;  Crooker  v.  Benton,  93  Cal.  365, 
28  Pac.  953;  Clyne  v.  Benicia  etc. 
Co.,  100  Cal.  310,  34  Pac.  714;  Dixon 
V.  Schermeier,  110  Cal.  582,  42  Pac. 
1091;  Smith  v.  Corbit,  116  Cal.  587, 
48  Pac.  725;  Williams  v.  Harter,  121 
Cal.  47,  53  Pac.  405;  Pendola  t. 
Ramm,  138  Cal.  517,  71  Pac.  624; 
Senior  v.  Anderson,  138  Cal.  716,  72 
Pac.  349;  Pogue  v.  Collins,  146  Cal. 
435,  80  Pac.  623;  Nevada  etc.  Co. 
T.  Bennett,  30  Or.  59,  60  Am.  St.  Rep. 


777,  45  Pac.  472;  Hough  v.  Porter, 
61  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083, 
102  Pac.  728;  Whited  v.  Cavin  (Or.), 
105  Pac.  396;  Porter  v.  Pettengill 
(Or.),  110  Pac.  393;  Arnett  v.  Lin- 
hart,  21  Colo.  188,  40  Pac.  355;  Gel- 
wicks  V.  Todd,  24  Colo.  494,  52  Pac. 
788;  North  American  Exploration  Co. 
V.  Adams,  104  Fed.  404,  45  C.  C.  A. 
185,  21  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  65.  See,  also, 
65  L.  R.  A.  407,  note,  and  17  Ency. 
of  Law,  515. 

Utah  Laws  1905,  c.  108,  sec.  617; 
Idaho  Rev.  Codes,  sec.  3240;  Stats. 
1901,  sec.  9b;  Stats.  1903,  p.  223, 
sec.  9,  as  amended  1905,  p.  174,  sec. 
38;  Okl.  Stats.  1905,  p.  274,  sees. 
21,  30;  S.  D.  Stats.  1905,  p.  201,  sees. 
31,  47;  Stats.  1907,  c.  180,  sec.  2; 
and  water  codes  generaUy.  Cf.  Cal. 
Civ.  Code,  sec.  662. 

See,  also,  cases  below  cited.  Sec, 
also,  as  to  rights  of  consumers  from 
distributing  agencies,  infra,  sees.  1324 
et  seq.,  1338. 

u  Quirk  V.  Falk,  47  Cal.  453,  2 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  19;  Mitchell  v.  Am- 
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such  necessity.**  A  water-right  or  ditch  right  is  appurtenant 
only  to  such  lands  of  a  large  tract  as  had  been  actually  irrigated 
from  it.*'  A  ^ater-right  is  incidental  or  appurtenant  to  land 
when  by  right  used  with  the  land  for  its  benefit.** 

Whether  rights  of  consumers  from  public  service  companies  can 
constitute  ''appurtenances"  like  original  appropriations  is  else- 
where considered.  They  are  so  treated  in  Colorado,**  and  recently 
similar  rulings  were  made  in  California ;  *^  but  this  has  been 
practically  overruled  in  Leavitt  v.  Lassen  Irr.  Co.*''  It  would  seem 
in  California  that  a  purchaser  of  land  upon  which  water  from  a 
public  service  distribution  is  used  for  irrigation  takes  his  right 
as  a  member  of  the  public  entitled  to  equal  service  with  the  rest 
of  the  public,  rather  than  as  successor  to  any  individual  '' water- 
right. ''*» 


(3d  ed.) 

§  552.    Whether  Passes  on  Sale  of  Land  When  Appurtenant 
Thereto. — The  second  question  whether,  being  appurtenant,  it 


ador  Canal  etc.  Co.,  76  Cal.  464,  17 
Pac.  246;  Payne  v.  Cummings,  146 
Cal.  426,  106  Am.  St.  Bep.  47,  80  Pac. 
620.. 

12  Water-right  (or  ditch)  held  ap- 
purtenant on  the  facts.  Mattie  v.  Hos- 
mer,  37  Or.  523,  62  Pac.  17,  632 ;  Mur- 
ray V.  Briggs,  29  Waah.  245,  69  Pac. 
765;  Rickey  etc.  Co.  v.  Miller  (Nev.), 
152  Fed.  14,  81  C.  C.  A.  207;  Pen- 
dola  V.  Ramm,  138  Cal.  517,  71  Pac. 
624;  Hunstoek  v.  Limburger  (Tex. 
Civ.  App.),  115  S.  W.  327;  Whittle- 
sey V.  Porte^,  82  Conn.  95,  72  Atl.  593; 

Water-right  (or  ditch)  held  not  ap- 
purtenant on  facts.  Ginoechio  v.  Am- 
ador etc.  Co.,  67  Cal.  493,  8  Pac.  29; 
Strickler  v.  Colorado  Springs,  16  Colo. 
61,  25  Am.  St.  Rep.  245,  26  Pac.  313 ; 
Bloom  V.  West,  3  Colo.  App.  212,  32 
Pac.  846;  Crawford  v.  Minnesota  etc. 
Co.,  15  Mont.  153,  38  Pac.  713;  Dodge 
V.  Marden,  7  Or.  457,  1  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  63;  Oliver  v.  Burnett  (1909), 
10  Cal.  App.  403,  102  Pac.  223.  The 
cases  to  this  effect  are  more  fully 
cited  elsewhere  herein,  in  considering 
sale  separate  from  land  on  change  of 
place  of  use,  supra,  sec.  508  et  seq. 

13  Anaheim  W.  Co.  v.  Ashcroft 
(1908),  153  Cal.  152,  94  Pac.  613. 


1*  Cal.  CJiv.  Code,  sec.  662.  Appur- 
tenance defined.  Hunstoek  t.  Lim- 
burger (Tex.  ay.  App.  1909),  115  S. 
W.  327. 

In  most  of  the  cases  the  water  ap- 
propriation is  called  an  appurtenance. 
In  some  (McShane  v.  Carter,  80  Cal. 
310,  22  Pac.  178;  Smith  v.  Corbit, 
116  Cal.  587,  48  Pac.  725;  WUUams 
v.  Harter,  121  Cal.  47,  53  Pac.  405) 
it  is  spoken  of  as  an  incident  to  or 
parcel  of  the  land.  In  one  (Payne 
v.  Cummings,  146  Cal.  426,  106  Am. 
St.  Rep.  47,  80  Pac.  620),  the  words 
"appurtenance"  and  "parcel"  are  used 
indiscriminately. 

And  see  Bank  of  British  N.  A.  v. 
Miller  (Or.),  6  Fed.  545,  7  Saw.  i:3; 
Frank  v.  Hicks,  4  Wvo.  502,  35  Pac. 
475,  481,  1025 ;  Idaho'  Rev.  Codes,  sec. 
3292.  See  Kinney  on  Irrigation,  see. 
267. 

15  Infra,  sec.  1338. 

18  Stanislaus  W.  Co.  v.  Bachman, 
152  Cal.  716,  93  Pac.  858,  15  L.  B.  A., 
N.  S.,  359;  City  of  South  Pasadena 
v.  Pasadena  L.  &  W.  Co.  (1908),  152 
Cal.  579,  93  Pac.  490. 

17  157  Cal.  82,  106  l>ac.  404;  Las- 
sen Irr.  Co.  V.  Long,  157  CaL  94,  106 
Pac.  409. 

IS  See  infra,  sec.  1324. 
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passes  on  a  sale  when  the  deed  does  not  use  the  word  ''appurte- 
nances," is  a  question  of  the  intention  of  the  parties.  A  water- 
right  by  appropriation  appurtenant  to  land  may  well  be  separated 
therefrom,  and  the  land  may  be  sold  either  with  or  without  the 
appurtenant  water-right.*®  The  word  ** appurtenance"  does  not 
mean  ** inseparable"  in  this  connection,^  as  we  have  set  forth  at 
length  in  another  place  in  discussing  change  of  place  of  use.^* 
It  depends  on  what  the  facts  show  that  the  parties  to-  the  sale 
meant  to  do.  It  is  a  question  of  intention,  to  be  drawn  from  the 
deed;  or,  if  the  deed  is  silent,  to  be  drawn  from  the  surrounding 
circumstances,  the  acts  of  the  parties  and  parol  evidence  ge'her- 
ally.« 

The  party  asserting  that  it  was  so  intended  to  pass  has  the 
burden  of  proof,®  but  a  showing  that  the  water-right  was  appur- 
tenant and  necessary  to  the  beneficial  enjoyment  of  the  land  has 


10  Cooper  v.  Shannon,  36  Colo.  98, 
118  Am.  St.  Rep.  95,  85  Pac.  177: 
Fudickar  v.  East  Riveraide  Co.,  109 
Cal.  37,  41  Pac.  1024. 

M  Calkins  v.  Sorosis  etc.  Co.,  159 
Cal.  426,  88  Pac.  1094;  Or.  Stata. 
1909,  c.  216,  sec.  65. 

At  common  law  there  is  a  rale 
generally  stated  as  being  that  a  right 
rppurtenant  cannot  be  turned  into  a 
right  in  gross.  This,  as  applied  to 
water-rights  at  common  law,  means 
that,  aside  from  reparian  rights,  such 
appurtenant  water-right  rests  upon 
contract,  and  cannot  be  varied  against 
the  owner  from  whom  obtained.  But 
a  water-right  by  appropriation  in  the 
West  does  not  rest  upon  contract  be- 
tween private  parties,  and  requires 
no  permission  for  its  change;  it  is  not 
a  derivative  but  an  original  right,  and 
hence  not  within  the  common-law  rule 
against  assignment  in  gross.  Fudic- 
kar V.  East  Riverside  Co.,  109  Cal. 
37,  41  Pac.  1024.  See,  also,  Ruhnke 
V.  Aubert  (Or.),  113  Pac.  38. 

21  Supra,  sec.  508. 

22  That  passing  as  appurtenance  is 
a  question  of  intention:  Geddis  ▼. 
Parrish,  1  Wash.  587,  21  Pac.  314; 
Simmons  v.  Winters,  21  Or.  35,  28  Am. 
St.  Rep.  727,  27  Pac.  7;  Child  v. 
Whitman,  7  Colo.  App.  117,  42  Pac. 
601;  Farmer  v.  Ukiah  Water  Co.,  56 
Cal.  11;  Cross  v.  Kitts,  69  Cal.  217, 
58  Am.  Rep.  558,  10  Pac.  409;  Bank 
of  British  N.  A.  v.  Miller  (C.  C),  6 


Fed.  545,  7  Saw.  163  (saying  if  in 
gross,  passes  as  parcel,  not  as  appurte- 
nance) ;  Farm  Inv.  Co.  v.  Gallup,  13 
Wyo.  20,  76  Pac.  917  (saying  it  is  a 
question  of  fact) ;  Clyne  v.  Benicia 
Water  Co.,  100  Cal.  310,  34  Pac.  714; 
Tucker  y.  Jones,  8  Mont.  225,  19  Pac 
571 ;  Sweetland  v.  Olsen,  11  Mont.  27, 
27  Pa<v  339;  Jones  t.  Deardorff,  4 
Cal  App.  18,  87  Pac.  213;  Chamber- 
lain V.  Amter,  1  Colo.  App.  13,  27 
Pac.  87;  King  t.  Ackroyd,  28  Colo. 
488,  66  Pac.  906 ;  Crippen  ▼.  Comstock, 
17  Colo.  App.  89,  66  Pac.  1074;  Bes- 
semer etc.  Co.  V.  WooUey,  32  Colo.  437, 
105  Am.  St.  Rep.  91^  76  Pac.  1051 
(saying  that  the  passing  as  apparte*- 
nance  is  a  question  of  fact  depending 
upon  the  intention  of  the  grantor,  as 
expressed  in  the  deed  or  as  ^Irawn 
from  the  surrounding  circumstances, 
or  whether  incidental  and  necessary 
to  the  land) ;  Hays  ▼.  Buzard,  31 
Mont.  74,  77  Pac.  426  (saying  the 
question  is,  "What  rights  does  the 
plaintiff  appear  to  have  acquired  in 
the  water  under  that  deed,  in  the 
light  of  the  facts  as  they  then  existed, 
and  the  behavior  of  the  parties  with 
reference  to  it  down  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action  T');  Davis  v.  Ran- 
dall (1909),  44  Colo.  488,  99  Pac. 
322,  holding  intention  to  include  water- 
right  in  suit  rebutted. 

23  Smith  T.  Deniff,  24  Mont.  20,  81 
Am.  St.  Rep.  408,  60  Pae.  398,  50  L. 
R.  A.  741. 
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usually  been  held  sufficient  proof  of  intention  to  pass  it,  in  the 
absence  of  express  reservation  in  the  deed,  or  other  evidence  to 
the  contrary.  Such  proof  raises  a  presumption  of  intention  to 
include  the  water-right  in  the  sale.  ''Although  a  water-right 
may  be  appurtenant  to  the  land,  it  is  the  subject  of  property, 
and  may  be  transferred  either  with  or  without  the  l&nd.  Being, 
therefore,  a  distinct  subject  of  grant,  and  transferable  either  with 
or  without  the  land,  whether  a  deed  to  land  conveys  the  water- 
right  depends  upon  the  intention  of  the  grantor,  which  is  to  be 
gathered  from  the  express  terms  of  the  deed;  or,  when  it  is  silent 
as  tb  the  water-right,  from  the  presumption  'that  arises  from  the 
circumstances,  and  whether  such  right  is  or  is  not  incident  to 
and  necessary  to  the  beneficial  enjoyment  of  the  land. ''^^  In  a 
later  case  in  the  same  court  much  the  same  words  were  used.* 
In  another  case  it  is  said:  ''A  deed  of  a  millsite  and  mill  upon 
which  a  right  to  divert  water  from  a  stream  and  to  use  it  to 
operate  a  mill  has  been  exercised  conveys  the  water-right  as  an 
appurtenance  to  the  mill,  in  the  absence  of  any  reservation  of  it, 
of  any  conveyance  of  it  to  another,  and  of  any  other  evidence 
that  the  grantor  did  not  intend  to  convey  it."  ^ 

The  presumption,  however,  may  be  rebutted.  Reservation  or 
sale  separately  is  open  to-  proof.  The  expression  in  the  deed  that 
certain  specific  water-rights  shall  pass  has  been  held  per  se  a  reser- 
vation of  all  others  not  mentioned;  that  is,  the  expression  of  one 
is  sufficient  evidence  to  exclude  any  presumption  of  intent  to 
include  others  not  mentioned.  Where  a  deed  to  land  specifically 
described  the  water-rights  granted,  the  grantee  did  not  take  by 
implication  additional  water-rights  to  irrigate  a  part  of  the  land 
which  could  not  be  irrigated  from  the  rights  granted,  even  though 
the  parties  did  not  adhere  in  their  use  strictly  to  the  terms  of 
the  grant.' 

The  declarations  of  the  grantor  subsequent  to  the  deed  are  not 
admissible  in  evidence,  it  appears,  upon  the  question  of  the  inten- 
tion at  the  time  of  sale.* 

24  Cooper  T.  Shannon,  36  Colo.  98,  l  Davis  v.  Eandall  (1909),  44  Colo. 

118  Am.  St.  Rep.  95,  85  Pac.  177,  cit-      488   99  Pac.  322. 

ing  Strickler  v.  City  of  Colorado  ,.!  ?°J*^nlT«"p*n®^'?2i%^i?"'' 
a     '  1  fl  r.  i«   fli    o«c   A «,    Qf    -R^r^       104  Fe<^-  404,  45  C.  C.  A.  185,  21  Morr, 

Springs,  16  Colo.  61,  25  Am.  St.  Rep.      ^.^    ^       ^^  » 

245,  26  Pac.  313;  Arnett  v.  Linhart,  3  'j^^^^  ^  'RandaD  (1909),  44  Colo. 

21  Colo.  188, 40  Pac.  355 ;  Bessemer  etc.  4gg^  99  p^c,  322. 

By.  Co.  V.  WooUey.  32  Colo.  437,  105  4'jo8selyn  v.  Daly,  15  Idaho,  137, 

Am.  St.  Rep.  91,  76  Pac.  1053.  96  Pac.  568. 
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Summing  up,  it  may  be  said  that  a  water-right  of  appropriation 
will  not  pass  on  a  sale  of  land  if  not  so  intended,  and  it  is  hence 
not  strictly  accurate  to  say  that  a  deed  of  land  per  se  passes  a 
water-right  used  for  its  irrigation;  but  in  the  absence  of  any  evi- 
dence of  such  intent  to  the  contrary  it  is  well  settled  that  an  ap- 
purtenant water-right  of  appropriation  passes  with  the  land  on 
a  sale  though  not  mentioned  in  the  deed,  nor  the  word  ''appurte- 
nance" used.' 


B  Federal  Courti. — ^North  America 
etc.  Co.  V.  Adams,  104  Fed.  440,  45 
C.  C.  A.  185,  21  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  65 
(appurtenant  to  millsite) ;  Wilson  v. 
Higbee  (C.  C),  62  Fed.  723;  Bank 
of  British  N.  A.  v.  Miller  (Or.),  6 
Fed.  545,  7  Saw.  163;  Rickey  etc.  Co. 
V.  Miller,  152  Fed.  14,  81  C.  C.  A. 
207. 

Alaska, — ^Not  pass  as  appurtenance 
without  special  mention  or  agreement 
to  that  effect.  Noland  v.  Coon,  1 
Alaska,  36.  But  from  what  follows 
in  the  opinion,  it  appears  that  what  is 
meant  is  onlj  that  it  will  not  pass 
without  mention,  in  the  absence  of 
proof  ^t  that  it  Was  in  fact  appur- 
tenant. 

Calif omia. — Cases  cited  awpra.  Also 
ay.  Code,  sees.  1084,  1104;  Stanislaus 
W.  Co.  ▼.  Bachman,  152  Cal.  716,  93 
Pac.  858,  15  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  359; 
Cave  T.  Crafts,  53  Cal.  135 ;  Farmer  v. 
Ukiah  Water  Co.,  56  Cal.  11;  Cross  t. 
Kitts,  69  Cal.  221,  58  Am.  St.  Rep. 
558,  10  Pac.  409;  Clyne  ▼.  Benicia 
Water  Co.,  100  Cal.  310,  34  Pac.  714; 
Jones  Y.  Deardorff,  4  Cal.  App.  18,  87 
Pac.  213;  McShane  v.  Carter,  80  Cal. 
310,  22  Pac.  178 ;  Smith  v.  Corbit,  116 
Cal.  587,  48  Pac.  725.  See  Rianda  v. 
Watsonville  etc.  Co.,  152  Cal.  523,  93 
Pac.  79;  Corea  v.  Higuera,  153  Cal. 
451,  95  Pac.  882,  17  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S., 
1018;  Rubio  Canyon  W.  Co.  v.  Everett 
(1908),  154  Cal.  29,  96  Pac.  811,  say- 
ing that  an  easement  for  a  pipe-line 
appurtenant  to  land  passes  on  a  sale 
of  the  land  ''even  if  the  deed  had  not 
expressly  purported  to  convey  the  'ap- 
purtenances' with  the  land";  Oliver  v. 
Burnett,  10  Cal.  App.  403,  102  Pac. 
223  (citing  Pogue  v.  Collins,  146  Cal. 
435,  80  Pac.  623;  Pendola  v.  Ramm, 
138  Cal.  517,  71  Pac.  624;  Jones  v. 
Sanders,  138  Cal.  405,  71  Pac.  506). 
The  Civil  Code,  section  1104,  provides: 


"A  transfer  of  real  property  passes 
all  easements  attached  thereto,  and 
creates  in  favor  thereof  an  easement 
to  use  other  real  property  of  the  per- 
son whose  estate  is  transferred  in  the 
same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent 
as  such  property  was  obviously  and 
permanently  used  by  the  person  whose 
estate  is  transferred,  for  the  benefit, 
thereof,  at  the  time  when  the  transfer 
was  agreed  upon  or  completed."  See, 
also,  Civ.  Code,  sees.  1084,  3522. 

Colorado. — Cooper  v.  Shannon,  36 
Colo.  98,  118  Am.  St.  Rep.  95,  85  Pac. 
177;  Strickler  v.  City  of  Colorado 
Springs,  16  Colo.  61,  25  Am.  St.  Rep. 
245,  26  Pac.  313;  Arnett  v.  Linhart, 
21  Colo.  188,  40  Pac.  355;  Bessemer 
etc.  Co.  v.  WooUey,  32  Colo.  437,  105 
Am.  St.  Rep.  91,  76  Pac.  1053,  and 
other  cases  already  cited.  An  impres- 
sion formerly  prevailed  at  the  bar  to 
the  contrary. 

Kansas, — Stats.  1911,  c.  215,  p.  379. 

Montana. — Smith  v.  Denniff,  24 
Mont.  20,  81  Am.  St.  Rep.  408,  60 
Pac.  398,  50  L.  R.  A.  741 ;  Tucker  v. 
Jones,  8  Mont.  225,  19  Pac.  571; 
Sweetland  v.  Olsen,  11  Mont.  27,  27 
Pac.  339;  Crawford  v.  Minn.  Co.,  15 
Mont.  153,  38  Pac.  713;  Sloan  v. 
Glancy,  19  Mont.  70,  47  Pac.  334; 
BuUerdick  v.  Hermsmeyer,  32  Mont. 
541,  81  Pac.  334;  Hays  v.  Buzard,  31 
Mont.  74,  77  Pac.  426. 

Nevada. — ^Rickey  etc.  Co.  v.  Miller, 
152  Fed.  14,  81  C.  C.  A.  207;  Wilson 
v.  Higbee  (Nov.),  62  Fed.  723. 

Oregon. — Simmons  v.  Winters,  21 
Or.  35,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  727,  27  Pac. 
7;  Hindman  v.  Rizor,  21  Or.  112,  27 
Pac.  13;  Coventon  v.  Seufert,  23  Or. 
548,  32  Pac.  508 ;  Low  v.  Schaffer,  24 
Or.  239,  33  Pac.  678;  Nevada  Ditch 
Co.  V.  Bennett,  30  Or.  59,  60  Am.  St. 
Rep.  777,  45  Pac.  472;  Turner  v. 
Cole,  31  Or.  154,  49  Pac.  971;  North 
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The  same  is  true,  at  common  law,  of  contractual  water-rights* 
and  under  the  common  law  of  riparian  rights  the  riparian  right 
itself  passes  ipso  facto  with  the  riparian  land  on  a  sale  as  part  and 
parcel  thereof.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  553.  Upon  Subdivision  of  Land. — The  water-right  will  pass 
as  an  appurtenance  in  parts  on  a  sale  of  the  land  in  parts.  In 
subdividing  a  tract  it  will  be  presumed  that  a  water-right  passes 
in  proportion  to  the  relative  size  of  the  subdivision.  The  pur- 
chaser of  part  of  land  for  which  water  was  appropriated  will  be 
assumed  to  own  the  proportion  of  the  water  awarded  to  the  entire 
tract  that  his  tract  bears  to  the  entire  tract.®  Where  a  water- 
right  is  appurtenant  to  a  whole  tract  which  is  thereafter  sub- 
divided, though  not  alienated,  the  subsequent  use  determines  which 
part  it  becomes  appurtenant  to,  or  if  use  is  on  both,  how  much 
is  appurtenant  to  each.^  In  one  case  an  appropriation  was  made 
for  the  whole  of  a  ranch,  which  then  comprised  what  now  con- 
stitutes the  lands  owned  by  both  appellant  and  respondent,  so  that 
the  appropriation  became  as  much  appurtenant  to  one  tract  as 
the  other.  Subsequently,  the  ranch  became  divided  into  two 
farms,  one  of  which  was  thereafter  mortgaged.  It  was  held  that 
the  question  as  to  the  particular  lands  to  which  this  water-right 


Powder  M.  Co.  v.  Coughanour,  34  Or. 
9,  54  Pac.  223;  Mattis  v.  Hosmer,  37 
Or.  523,  62  Pac.  17,  632;  Oregon  etc. 
Co.  V.  Allen  etc.  Co.,  41  Or.  209,  93 
Am.  St.  Rep.  701,  69  Pac.  455. 

Texas. — Toyaho  Cr.  Irr.  Co.  v. 
Hutchins,  21  Tex.  Civ.  App.  274,  52 
S.  W.  101. 

Utah, — Smith  v.  N.  Canyon  W.  Co., 
16  Utah,  194,  52  Pac.  283;  Snyder  v. 
Murdock,  20  Utah,  419,  59  Pac.  91; 
George  v.  Robison  et  al.,  23  Utah,  79, 
63  Pac.  819;  Comp.  Laws,  1907,  sec. 
1288x32. 

Washington. — Geddis  v.  Parrish,  1 
Wash.  587,  21  Pac.  314;  Murray  v. 
Brings,  29  Wash.  245,  69  Pac.  765. 

Wyoming. — Frank  v.  Hicks,  4  Wyo. 
502,  35  Pac.  475,  1025;  Farm  Inv.  Co. 
V.  Gallup,  13  Wyo.  20,  76  Pac.  917; 
Willey  V.  Decker,  11  Wyo.  496,  100 
Am.  St.  Rep.  939,  73  Pac.  210.  See 
Johnston  v.  Little  Horse  etc.  Co.,  13 
Wyo.  208,  110  Am.  St.  Rep.  986,  79 
Pac.  22.  70  L.  R.  A.  341. 

6  AnseU  on  Watercourses,  7th  ed., 


p.  279  et  seq.,  citing  inter  alia,  Hinch- 
cliflPe  V.  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  6  Bing.  N. 
C.  1,  6  Scott,  650;  United  States  v. 
Appleton,  1  Sum.  492,  Fed.  Caa. 
14,463;  also.  Grant  v.  Chase,  17  Mass. 
443,  9  Am.  Dec.  161;  Hazard  v.  Rob- 
inson, 3  Mason,  272,  278,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  6281 ;  Preble  v.  Reed,  17  Me.  169 ; 
Pickering  v.  Stapler,  5  Serg.  &  R.  107, 
9  Am.  Dec.  336;  Swartz  v.  Swartz, 
4  Pa.  353,  45  Am.  Dec.  697;  Vermont 
etc.  Ry.  Co.  v.  Hills,  23  Vt.  681.  See, 
also,  Whittelsey  v.  Porter  (1909),  82 
Conn.  95,  72  Atl.  593;  Smith  v.  Dres- 
selhouae,  152  Mich.  451,  116  N.  W. 
387;  Lord  Blackburn  in  Dalton  v.  An- 
gus, L.  R.   6  App.  Cas.  825. 

7  Infra,  sees.  711,  844  et  seq. 

8  Booth  V.  Trager  (1909),  44  Colo. 
409,  99  Pac.  60.  See  Ruhnke  v.  Au- 
bert  (Or.),  113  Pac.  38.  As  to  sub- 
division of  riparian  land  under  the 
common  law  of  riparian  rights , 
see  infra,  sees,  769  et  seq.,  845  et  seq. 

0  Josslyn  V.  Daly,  15  Idaho,  137,  96 
Pac.  568. 
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was  appurtenant  must  turn  upon  the  use  and  application  of  the 
water  as  the  same  existed  at  the  time  the  mortgage  was  exe- 
cuted.^^  Where  land  is  partitioned  and  there  is  a  ditch  right 
across  the  middle  piece  for  the  benefit  of  another  portion,  the 
grantee  of  such  other  portion  has  a  right  to  such  ditch  as  an 
appurtenance  thereto." 

Where  an  estate  is  divided,  the  appurtenant  rights  attach  to  all 
the  divided  portions  in  the  absence  of  express  evidence  of  a  con- 
trary intent.  In  one  case  there  was  an  easement  appurtenant  to 
an  eighty  acre  tract,  in  the  use  of  a  ditch  for  irrigation.  The 
owner  of  the  tract  divided  it  and  sold  a  separate  ten  acres  thereof 
not  touching  upon  the  ditch.  It  was  held  that  the  easement 
became  appurtenant  to  the  segregated  portion  as  well  as  the  rest, 
with  the  right  to  extend  the  ditch  to  the  ten  acres  over  any 
necessary  part  (doing  the  least  possible  interference  thereto)  of 
the  rest  of  the  tract,  this  right  to  connect  the  ten  acres  with  the 
ditch  arising  not  as  an  easement  of  necessity  ending  with  the 
necessity,  but  arising  in  grant  and  by  necessary  implication  in 
the  deed." 

The  statements  made  in  this  section  must  be  understood  to 
carry  the  qualification  made  in  the  preceding  section — that  the 
deed  be  silent,  and  that  there  be  no  evidence  showing  any  inten- 
tion to  the  contrary.  If  there  be  sufficient  evidence  of  a  different 
intent,  such  evidence  will  govern.  Thus,  where  land  was  granted 
to  the  several  daughters  of  the  grantor,  with  specific  water-rights 
appurtenant  to  each  parcel,  the  fact  that  they  did  not  strictly 
adhere  to  their  respective  water-rights  would  not  enlarge  the  rights 
of  a  subsequent  grantee  of  one  of  them.  Nor  would  any  one  of 
them  be  entitled  to  a  share  in  any  water-right  other  than  that 
specifically  granted,  even  though  such  other  might  be  indispensa- 
ble for  proper  irrigation^* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  554.  Appurtenance  (Continued). — ^Where  a  grant  by  impli- 
cation includes  a  right  to  take  water  for  irrigation  from  a  given 

10  Josalyn  v.  Daly,  16  Idaho,  137,  43  N.  J.  Eq.  62,  10  Atl.  276;  Elliott 
96  Pac.  568.  v.  Rhett,  5  Rich.  (8.  C.)  405,  57  Am. 

11  Oliver  v.  Burnett  (1909),  10  Cal.  Dec.  750;  Wilson  v.  Higbee  (C.  C), 
App.  403,  102  Pac.  223.  62  Fed.  723;  Lampman  v.  Milka,  21 

12  Tarpey  v.  Lynch  (1909),  155  Cal.  N.  Y.  505. 

407,  101  Pac.  10.     See.  also,  Cave  v.  13  Davis  v.  Randall  (1909),  44  Colo. 

Crafta,  53  Cal.  135;  Kelly  v.  Dunning,      488,  99  Pac.  322. 
WaUr  Right* — 88 
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ditch,  the  grantor  cannot  prevent  the  grantee  on  the  ground  that 
there  are  other  available  supplies  he  could  purchase  from  stran- 


14 


gers. 

Viewed  as  independent-  property  rights,  ditches  and  the  right 
to  use  the  water  conveyed  by  them  are  property  subject  to  taxa- 
tion; but,  when  made  appurtenant  to  lands,  they  have  no  inde- 
pendent use,  and  are  not  separately  taxable  under  Montana 
statutes.  The  tax  on  the  land  includes  the  ditch  and  water,  and 
it  is  thus  already  taxed.**^ 

Several  ditches  and  water-rights  may  be  so  connected  by 
branches  as  to  constitute  a  single  parcel  of  real  property,  to  be 
sold  as  a  whole  and  not  separately  on  execution  sale.^® 

A  water-right,  though  acquired  after  a  mortgage  and  becoming 
appurtenant  to  the  mortgaged  land,  will  pass  to  the  foreclosure 
sale  purchaser.^'' 

Water  appropriated  for  use  on  certain  lands  by  a  trespasser  on 
the  lands  does  not  become  appurtenant  thereto,  and  a  purchaser 
of  the  land  from  the  true  owner  gets  no  right  to  the  water,  but 
the  water-right  belongs  to  the  trespasser  for  use  on  other  land ; '® 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  water  appurtenant  to  the  land  before  the 
trespass  remains  appurtenant  thereto  and  is  not  severed  therefrom 
by  the  trespasser's  use,  the  trespasser  being  lawfully  evicted.^® 

The  water-right  may  be  appurtenant  to  a  specific  ditch  or  artifi- 
cial watercourse  through  which  the  waters  flow  after  diversion,^ 
or,  vice  versa,  the  ditch  appurtenant  to  water-right.^^  A  further 
discussion  of  this,  point  may  be  found  elsewhere.^ 

It  has  been  held  that  where  one  has  a  water-right  appurtenant 
to  certain  land  and  grants  all  his  rights  to  another,  he  is  not 


14  Tarpey  v.  Lynch  (1909),  155  Cal. 
407,  101  Pac.  10. 

15  Hale  V.  Jefferson  County  (1909), 
39  Mont.  137,  101  Pac.  977. 

le  Gleason  v.  Hill,  64  Cal.  18. 

17  Stanislaus  Water  Co.  v.  Bachman, 
152  Cal.  716,  93  Pac.  868,  15  L.  B. 
A.,  N.  S.,  359.  Compare  as  to  after- 
acquired  property,  Mitchell  v.  Canal 
Co.,  75  Cal.  464,  17  Pac.  246;  Farm 
etc.  Co.  V.  Alta  etc.  Co.,  28  Colo.  408, 
65  Pac.  22 ;  Bear  Lake  Co.  v.  Garland, 
164  T^  S.  1,  17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  7,  41  L. 
Ed.  327. 

18  Smith  V.  Logan,  18  Nev.  149,  1 
Pac.  678 ;  Alta  etc.  Co.  v.  Hancock,  85 


Cal.  228,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  217,  24  Pac. 
645;  Seaward  v.  Pacific  etc.  Co.,  49 
Or.  157,  88  Pac.  963. 

i»  Alta  etc.  Co.  v.  Hancock,  85  Cal. 
228,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  217,  24  Pac.  645. 

20  Williams  v.  Harter,  121  Cal.  47, 
53  Pac.  405;  Fudickar  v.  East  River- 
side etc.  Dist.,  109  Cal.  29,  41  Pac. 
1024;  Lower  etc.  Co.  v.  Kings  etc.  Co., 
60  Cal.  408;  Reynolds  v.  Hosmer,  51 
Cal.  205,  5  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  6. 

21  Jacob  v»  Lorenz,  98  Cal.  332,  33 
Pac.  119. 

22  Supra,  sec.  456. 
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barred  from  using  the  water  upon  other  land,  but  only  upon  the 
land  first  mentioned.® 

D.    PABOL  SALE. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  555.    Parol  Sale  of  Poflsessory  Bights  on  the  Public  Domain. 

In  the  treatment  of  parol  sale  of  water-rights,  there  is  a  peculi- 
arity afforded  by  the  law  of  appropriation.  If  the  grantee 
incurs  considerable  expense,  and  makes  improvements  on  the  faith 
of  the  parol  sale,  the  usual  rule  of  specific  performance  in  equity, 
the  part  performance  taking  the  case  out  of  the  statute  of  frauds, 
applies.^*  But  the  matter  to  which  we  refer  is  independent  of 
that. 

The  matter  brings  us  back  to  the  origin  of  the  doctrine  of 
appropriation,  as  a  possessory  right  on  the  public  domain,  and 
thereby  back  to  the  opening  chapters  of  Part  II  of  this  book. 
It  was,  in  pioneer  times,  declared  upon  strict  legal  theory  that 
the  California  pioneers  were  trespassers  upon  public  lands.  The 
law  did  not  become  settled  to  the  contrary  until  the  act  of  1866, 
when  the  United  States  as  landowner  then  "acknowledged  and 
confirmed"  their  rights.  Until  that  time,  the  theory  that  they 
were  mere  trespassers  showed  itself  in  many  forms,  such  as  that, 
the  estate  not  being  one  of  freehold,  a  justice  of  the  peace  had 
(it  was  contended)  jurisdiction  over  mining  claims;  also  that 
dower  did  not  exist  therein,  not  being  a  freehold,  and  other 
similar  contentions,  concerning  which  the  reader  may  consult  other 
books*^  In  one  form,  especially,  this  took  strong  hold  in  the 
early  decisions,  to  wit,  that  a  transfer  of  a  mining  claim  operated 
as  a  surrender  of  the  grantor's  right  and  the  acquisition  of  a  new 
one  by  the  grantee  on  taking  possession,  so  that  no  writing  was 
needed,  and  transfers  of  possessory  rights  on  the  public  domain 
were  held  not  within  the  statute  of  frauds.^  The  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States  affirmed  this  view.*  And  it  crept  also  into 
early  water  decisions,^  and  from  reference  to  them,  has  partly 

23  Duckworth  v.  Wataonville  Co.,  Rep.  323.  And  later  again  in  Black 
158  C^l    206,  110  Pac.  927,  sed  gu.  ^^  Elkhom  M.  Co.,  163  U.  8.  445,  16 

24    Infra,   next    section.  -,  r^*.     -d  ttni      J^^    r      t:*j     ofti     10 

25  Yale  on  Mining  Claims  and  ^up.  Ct.  Bep.  1101,  41  L.  Ed.  221,  18 
Water  Rights,  and  Lindley  on  Mines.      Morr.    Min.   Bep.    375,    declared   this 

1  Table  Mt.  M.  C.  v.  Stranahan,  20      principle  to  be  correct. 

Cal.  198,  9  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  457.  a  m.-  *     -  x. 

2  Union  etc.  Co.  v.  Taylor,  100  U.  ^  Smith  v.  O^Hara,  and  Chiatovich 

8.  39,  25  L.  Ed.  541,  6  Morr.  Min.      ▼.  Davis,  infra. 
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come  down  to  the  present  day  as  a  rudimentary  survival/  long 
after  the  theory  on  which  it  rested  ceased  to  be  operative. 

For  the  '^ trespasser"  theory  from  the  start  had  strong  opposi- 
tion in  the  **free  development"  theory  of  a  grant  to  the  appro- 
priator  from  the  United  States — a  full  title  of  the  dignity  of  a 
fee,  and  equivalent  to  other  freehold  interests  in  realty ;  the  theorjr 
which  finally  prevailed  and  became  law  under  the  act  of  1866.^ 
Consequently  it  is,  as  already  shown,  now  held  that  transfers  of 
water-rights  are  ineffectual  as  transfers  without  a  writing,  within 
the  statute  of  frauds.'  To-day  a  sale  equivalent  to  a  sale  of  any- 
thing else,  operating  as  a  transmission  of  a  right,  not  as  the  crea- 
tion of  a  new  one,  is  recognized  if  in  writing.*  The  possessory 
estate  thus  acquired  has  been  elevated  to  the  dignity  of  other 
interests  in  realty,  being  recognized  a$  an  express  grant  from  the 
government.  But  the  early  theory,  as  concerns  water-rights  at 
least,  remains  as  a  survival  in  this  matter  of  parol  sales. 

A  water-right,  then,  may  be  transferred  by  a  parol  sale,  pro- 
vided the  grantee  enters  into  possession.'^  The  same  result  will 
be  accomplished  by  a  faulty  deed.*  The  rights  of  the  grantee, 
however,  are  different  from  those  under  a  true  sale,  in  writing. 
He  does  not  acquire  the  grantor's  right  by  transmission;  does 
not  step  into  his  shoes;  but  acquires  a  new  right  as  an  appro- 
priator  by  actual  diversion.  Consequently,  the  grantee  loses  the 
priority  his  grantor  had.  A  parol  sale  allows  claimants  between 
the  original  appropriation  and  the  date  of  the  parol  sale  to  assert 
priority  in  their  favor  as  against  the  grantee.®  The  California 
court  says:  ^'The  objection  made  by  defendant  is,  that  plaintiffs 


4  Supra,  8ec8.  89,  92  et  seq. 

5  The  rule  as  to  sales  of  mining 
claims  is  now  also  the  same.  Costigan 
on  Mining  Law,  pp.  497,  498. 

6  McDonald  v.  Askew,  29  Cal.  200, 
1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  660.  As  to  water- 
rights,  cases  already  cited,  and  com- 
pare California  Civil  Code,  section 
1411,  "successor  in  interest."  As  to 
mining  claims,  Lindley  on  Mines,  sec- 
tion 042. 

T  Smith  V.  O'Hara,  43  Cal.  371,  1 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  671;  Griaeza  v.  Ter- 
williger,  144  Cal.  456,  77  Pac.  1034. 

»  Barkley  v.  Tieloke,  2  Mont.  59,  4 
Morr.  Min,  Rep.  666. 

»  Smith  V.  O'Hara,  43  Cal.  371,  1 
Moxr.  Min.  Rep.  671;  Griseza  v.  Ter- 


williger,  144  Cal.  456,  77  Pac.  1034; 
Chiatovich  v.  Davis,  17  Nev.  133,  28 
Pac.  239;  Salina  etc.  Co.  v.  Salina 
etc.  Co.,  7  Utah,  456,  27  Pac.  578; 
Union  Mill  &  Min.  Co.  v.  Dangberg, 
81  Fed.  73,  citing  cases;  Low  y. 
SchaflFer,  24  Or.  239,  33  Pac.  678; 
South  Tule  etc.  Co.  v.  King,  144  Cal. 
450,  77  Pac.  1032.  See  Smith  v. 
Green,  109  Cal.  235,  41  Pac.  1022; 
Bo  wen  v.  Webb  (1908),  37  Mont.  479, 
97  Pac.  839;  Gould  on  Waters,  sec. 
234;  Pomeroy  on  Riparian  Rights, 
sees.  58,  89;  Kinney  on  Irrigation,  sec. 
253.  See,  also,  supra,  sec.  390,  use  of 
abandoned  ditches.  See  Kao.  Gen. 
Laws,  1909,  sec.  4436. 
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could  not  prove  title  by  a  parol  sale,  the  interest  conveyed  being 
realty.  Plaintiffs  answer  that  the  evidence  was  not  offered  to 
prove  title,  but  as  declarations  against  interest  and  as  showing 
abandonment,  to  defeat  defendant's  alleged  title,  and  that  the 
court  did  not  admit  the  evidence  to  prove  title.  Mr.  Kinney 
states  the  doctrine  to  be,  that  the  right  to  the  use  of  the  water 
acquired  by  prior  appropriation,  and  the  structure  through  which 
the  diversion  is  effected,  must  be  conveyed  by  a  written  instru- 
ment, as  in  the  case  of  real  property,  and  that  a  verbal  sale  is 
nugatory.*®  The  author  further  says,  however,  that  such  a  sale 
works  an  abandonment,  and  the  vendee  takes  his  right  simply  as 
a  subsequent  appropriator  in  his  regular  order  with  subsequent 
appropriators."  Mr.  Pomeroy  says  that  abandonment  may  be 
express  and  immediate  by  the  intentional  act  of  the  appropriator, 
or  may  be  implied  from  his  neglect,  failure  to  use  due  diligence 
in  the  construction  of  his  works,  nonuse  of  them  after  completion 
and  the  like.  The  general  doctrine  concerning  the  effect  of  aban- 
donment is  stated  to  be,  that  the  prior  appropriator  loses  all  his 
exclusive  rights  to  take  or  use  the  water  which  he  had  acquired. 
*A  verbal  sale  and  transfer  of  his  water-right  by  a  prior  appro- 
priator operates  ipso  facto  as  an  abandonment  thereof.  Such 
act  shows  an  unequivocal  intent  on  the  part  of  the  appropriator 
to  give  up  and  relinquish  all  of  his  interest,  and,  as  it  does  not 
effect  any  transfer  thereof  to  the  attempted  assignee  or  vendee, 
the  only  possible  result  is  an  immediate  and  complete  abandon- 
ment. '  ^  It  is  not  necessary,  we  think,  to  invoke  the  rule  as  to 
an  executed  parol  contract  such  as  arose  in  Plickinger  v.  Shaw,*' 
nor  to  pass  upon  the  applicability  of  the  principle  there  enun- 
ciated to  the  present  case.  The  evidence  clearly  was  admissible 
to  show  abandonment,  and  may  be  restricted  to  that  object,  and 
thus  restricted  fully  justifies,  the  finding  of  the  court.  It  was  not 
admitted  to  prove  title,  as  clearly  appears  from  the  ruling  of  the 
court.  Defendant  claimed  through  Terwilliger,  her  husband,  and 
offered  evidence  in  support  of  her  claim.  It  was  competent  for 
plaintiffs  to  show  that  long  before  defendant's  deed,  and  con- 
tinuously for  many  years,  he  had  treated  his  right  as  abandoned, 

10  Citing  cases.  18  87  Cal.  126,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  234, 

11  Kinney  on  Irrigation,  sees.  253,      25  Pac.  268,   11  L.  B.   A.  134.     See 
255,  264.  next  section. 

12  Citing  Pomeroy  on  Water  Bights, 
sees.  96,  97. 
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and  his  verbal  sale  was  admissible  as  tending  to  establish  this 
fact.  The  sale  conferred  no  title  npon  Musgrave,  but  the  subse- 
quent use  by  him  and  his  associates  and  their  successors  of  all 
the  water  was  an  appropriation  of  whatever  water  Terwilliger 
was  entitled  to  prior  to  the  sale."^* 

This  principle  that  the  grantee  on  a  parol  sale  acquires  a  new 
right  as  an  appropriator  by  actual  diversion,  but  that  it  operates 
by  way  of  abandonment,  forfeiting  priority,  seems  in  force  in 
California.  But  in  Montana  and  Oregon  it  is  losing  ground. 
There  the  oourts  have  refused  to  apply  it  to  the  case  of  a  settler 
or  squatter  who  has  taken  no  steps  to  obtain  title  by  filing  upon 
the  land.  Such  a  bare  settler  has  a  possessory  right  to  the  land 
which,  it  is  held,  may  be  transferred  by  parol,  and  the  parol  sale 
will  carry  the  water-right  as  an  appurtenance,  preserving  prior- 
ity.*' In  one  Montana  case*®  the  court  says:  **Weare  satisfied 
that  a  verbal  transferee  of  a  settler's  claim  and  water-right  ap- 
purtenant thereto,  who  takes  possession  of  the  same,  is  the 
successor  in  interest  of  the  original  appropriator  of  the  water, 
that  he  does  not  take  it  by  recapture,  and  that  he  can  avail  him- 
self of  his  predecessor's  priority.*'  In  this  case,  Barkley  v. 
Tieleke  "  was  held  to  have  arisen  out  of  mining  conditions  and 
not  to  be  applicable  to  appropriations  of  water  for  agricultural 
purposes.  Barkley  v.  Tieleke  was  disapproved,  if  not  actually 
overruled,  and  as  it  was  relied  on  by  Pomeroy,'®  and  Pomeroy 
was  relied  on  by  the  California  court  in  the  late  case  cited  s^ipra, 
this  considerably  weakens  the  rule  that  a  parol  sale  operates  by 
way  of  abandonment.  In  Wyoming,  while  at  first  disapproved,*^ 
the  principle  of  the  rule  has  been  reasserted  in  another  connec- 
tion.2<^  j^  recent  Oregon  case  says  it  is  unable  to  see  any  reason 
for  the  rule,  and  the  usual  view  to-day  is  that  absence  of  a  writing 
cannot  be  raised  by  strangers  to  the  sale  in  any  event.^* 

14  Griseza  v.   Terwilliger,   144  Cal,  17  Cited  supra. 

456,  77  Pac.  1034.     See,  also.  Duck-  18  Sees.  58,  89,  96,  97. 

v.orth  V.  Watsonville  Co.,  158  Cal.  206,  l»  Whalon  v.  North  Platte  etc.  Co., 

110  Pac.  927,  discussed  *t*pra,  sec.  246.  11  Wyo.  313,  71  Pac.  995;  Johnston 

15  McDonald  v.  Lannen,  19  Mont.  v.  Little  Horse  Co.,  13  Wyo.  208,  110 
78,  47  Pac.  648 ;  Wood  v.  Lowney,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  986,  79  Pac.  22,  70  L. 
Mont.  273,  50  Pac.  794 ;  Hindman  v.  R.  A.  342. 

Rizor,  21  Or.  112,  27  Pac.  13  (citing  20  Supra,      sec.      509,      restricting 

Oregon  cases)  ;  Turner  v.  Cole,  31  Or.  changes  of  use. 

154,  49  Pac.  972 ;  Watts  v.  Spencer,  2i  Watts  v.  Spencer,  51  Or.  262,  94 

51  Or.   262,  94  Pac.  39.  Pac.  39.     Supra,  sec.  542. 

16  McDonald  v.  Lannen,  supra.  See»  "The  right  of  a  person  claiming  an 
also,  Featherman  v.  Hennessey  appropriation  of  water  cannot  be 
(Mont.),  113  Pac.  751.  tacked  to  that  of  a  mere  squatter,  who, 
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The  reasoning  on  which  this  rule  is  based  would  lead  to  the  harsh 
result  that  a  parol  sale  or  a  faulty  deed  endangers  the  rights  of 
the  grantor,  by  working  an  abandonment  of  his  priority  in  case 
the  object  of  the  parol  sale  is  not  carried  out.  Until  possession 
is  transferred  (possession  of  ditches,  etc.,  since  that  is  equivalent 
to  possession  of  the  water-right),  he  would  not  be  harmed,  as 
until  then  the  parol  sale  and  abandonment  would  not  be  complete. 
But  if  the  grantee,  having  taken  possession,  wishes  to  retransfer 
to  the  grantor,  or  if,  for  some  reason,  the  grantor  wishes  to  re- 
enter, as,  for  example,  in  case  of  default  on  promises  by  the 
grantee,  the  grantor  himself  could  now  claim  only  as  an  appro- 
priator  by  actual  diversion,  and  would  have  lost  his  priority. 
The  writer  has  not  seen  any  decision  on  the  point ;  but  it  might 
properly  be  held  that  the'  abandonment  is  only  conditional ;  that 
a  parol  sale  is  evidence  of  an  abandonment,  but  not  conclusive, 
depending  on  the  success  of  the  whole  plan  of  which  it  was  a 
part.  This  would  be  supported  by  the  decision  in  McGuire  y. 
Brown,^  where  an  owner  abandoned  an  old  ditch  and  used  the 
water  through  a  new  one,  which,  it  turned  out,  he  had  mistakenly 
built  on  another  man's  land  without  right.  This,  it  was  held, 
gave  no  right  to  use  the  water  in  the  new  ditch,  but  there  was 
not  necessarily  an  abandonment  of  the  right  to  use  it  in  the  old 
one.  However,  in  Oriseza  v.  Terwilliger,^  it  is  said  that  a  parol 
sale  is  an  unequivocal  sign  of  relinquishment,  and  works  ipso 
facto  as  an  abandonment. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  rule  is  but  a  curious  survival  of  the  old 
pioneer  law  before  possessory  water-rights  on  the  public  domain 
came  to  be  (as  to-day  they  are)  treated  as  freehold  estates.  It 
properly  has  no  ground  for  existence  to-day.^ 


while  he  may  have  irrigated  the  land, 
has  abandoned  it  (Low  y.  Shaffer,  24 
Or.  239,  33  Pac.  678);  but  a  squatter 
upon  public  lands  may,  even  hy  parol, 
transfer  his  claim  and  interest,  what- 
ever it  may  be  in  this  respect,  to  an- 
other, and  the  rights  of  the  subsequent 
purchaser  and  of  his  successors  in  in- 
terest, if  asserted  under  the  doctrine 
of  prior  appropriation,  relate  back  to 
the  date  of  the  first  appropriation  with 
whom  there  may  be  a  privity  of 
estate."  Hough  v.  Porter.  51  Or.  318, 
95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac. 
728. 


22  106  Cal.  660,  39  Pac  1069,  30 
L.  B.  A.  384. 

23  144  Cal.  456,  77  Pac.  1034,  cit- 
ing Pomeroy  on  Riparian  Rights,  sec. 
89. 

24  In  Liggins  t.  Inge,  7  Bing. 
692,  5  M.  &  P.  712,  the  law  of  ap- 
propriation of  water  was  regarded  as 
the  law  of  England,  and  it  was  laid 
down  that  a  sale  by  an  appropriator 
passed  no  title,  but  only  extinguished 
his  own  claim,  as  an  abandonment,  and 
hence  was  not  within  the  statute  of 
frauds.  But  the  case  was  soon  re- 
pudiated both  as  to  its  theory  of  Eng- 
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§  556.  Parol  Sales  and  Licenses  in  Equity. — Water  and  ditch 
rights  being  real  property,  interests  therein  can  be  conveyed  or 
given  only  by  an  instrument  in  writing.  Parol  sales  or  licenses 
are  expressly  made  void  or  invalid  by  the  statute  of  frauds. 
But  the  requirement  of  a  writing  is  at  best  a  mere  formality 
which,  in  practical  affairs,  men  often  disregard,  and  proceed  in 
unwritten  transactions  until  so  involved  therein  that  \o  permit 
the  statute  alone  to  control  would  work  a  clear  fraud  on  one  by 
allowing  the  other  to  be  enriched  by  what  he  received  under  the 
bargain,  while  escaping  from  his  own  obligation  under  cover  of 
the  statute.  To  prevent  the  statute  working  such  frauds,  when 
passed  to  prevent  fraud,  courts  of  equity  hold  the  defaulting 
party  as  a  constructive  trustee,  and  grant  specific  performance 
of  parol  contracts  and  sales  regarding  water-rights  where  one 
party  has  partly  performed,  taken  possession,  made-  improve- 
ments, incurred  expense  and  expended  his  energy  on  the  faith  of 
the  parol  understanding.**^  One  recent  case*  says:  ** Water-rights 
are  classed  as  real  property,  and  hence,  under  the  general  rule, 
any  agreement  relating  thereto  must  be  in  writing.*  But  in  the 
case  at  bar  the  agreement  was  acted  upon  by  placing  a  measur- 
ing-box in  the  stream,  and  actually  dividing  the  water,  and  b^' 


lUh  water  law  and  its  theory  of  parol 
sale,  and  has  come  in  this  latter  regard 
to  be  upheld  only  on  the  principles  of 
equity,  in  the  next  section,  regarding 
executed  parol  license. 

26  Calif omieu — Flickinger  v.  8haw^ 
87  Gal.  126,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  234,  26 
Pac.  268,  11  L.  B.  A.  134;  Blanken- 
ship  V.  Whaley,  124  Cal.  300,  57  Pac. 
79;  Churchill  v.  Russell  (1905),  148 
Cal.  1,  82  Pac.  440;  Dorris  v.  Sullivan, 
90  Cal.  279,  27  Pac.  216;  Bree  v. 
Wheeler,  4  Cal.  App.  109,  87  Pac.  255; 
Bashore  v.  Mooney,  4  Cal.  App.  276, 
,87  Pac.  553  (citing,  also,  Griseza  v. 
Terwilliger,  144  Cal.  462,  77  Pac.  1034, 
and  Bates  v.  Babcock,  95  Cal.  486,  29 
Am.  St.  Rep.  133,  30  Pac.  605,  16  L. 
R.  A.  745.  A  parol  contract  to  convey 
land  with  an  easement  over  remaining 
land  for  a  pipe-line,  being  executed, 
'  gives  the  grantee  an  equitable  title 
'  to  the  easement.  Rubio  Canyon  W. 
Co.  V.  Everett  (1908),  154  Cal.  29,  96 
Pac.  811.  (But  see  German  etc.  Soc. 
v.  McLellan  (1908),  154  Cal.  710,  99 
Pac.  194,  holding  the  parol  reserva- 
tion of  a  spring  on  the  sale  of  land  in 


that  ease  to  have  been  too  uncertain 
to  enforce.)  See,  also,  eases  below 
cited  regarding  parol  licenses. 

Colorado, — Yunker  v.  Nichols,  1 
Colo.  551,  8  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  64; 
Schilling  v.  Rominger,  4  Colo.  104; 
McLure  v.  Keen,  25  Colo.  284,  53  Pac. 
1058;  Parke  v.  Parke  (1909),  46  Colo. 
347,  101  Pac.  403,  at  406,  saying: 
"Oral  agreements  concerning  priorities 
and  title  to  water-rights,  followed  with 
its  change  of  possession  and  applica- 
tion by  the  claimant,  have  heretofore 
been  held  valid  by  this  court;  also 
that  part  performance  will  take  it  out 
of  the  statute  of  frauds,  and  equity 
will  enforce  the  right  thus  acquired." 

Oregon. — Coffman  v.  Robbins,  8  Or. 
278,  8  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  131;  Combs  v. 
Slayton,  19  Or.  99,  26  Pac.  661 ;  Watts 
V.  Spencer,  51  Or.  262,  94  Pac.  39. 

1  Bree  v.  Wheeler,  4  Cal.  App.  109, 
87  Pac.  255. 

2  Citing  Code  Civ.  Proc,  sees.  1971, 
1973;  Hayes  v.  Fine,  91  Cal.  398,  27 
Pac.  772;  Blankenship  y.  Whaley,  124 
Cal.  304,  67  Pac.  79. 
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mutual  consent  of  the  parties  each  was  placed  in  possession  of 
one-half  thereof.  To  complete  the  transfer  nothing  remained  to 
be  done  except  the  execution  of  a  conveyance,  conveying  a  proper 
proportion  of  the  water  to  each.  Each  had  a  perfect  equity, 
entitling  him  to  a  deed  from  the  other.  When  such  is  the  case, 
a  court  of  equity,  in  accordance  with  its  familiar  rules,  consider- 
ing that  as  done  which  ought  to  be  done,  will  protect  the  right 
obtained  as  readily  and  as  fully  as  a  legal  title."  And  it  is  held 
in  another  case  that  the  parol  grantee  can  enjoin  a  stranger  from 
diverting  the  water.* 

Upon  the  Isame  principle,  parol  licenses  to  take  water  or  build 
a  ditch,  being  intended  to  be  permanent,  become  irrevocable  in 
equity  after  the  licensee  has  acted  upon  the  same,  built  his  ditch 
or  other  works,  and  incurred  large  expense.*  For  example,  **Qo 
ahead.  The  more  ditches  you  build,  the  better  it  will  suit  me,'' 
was  held,  when  acted  upon,  to  be  irrevocable.*  When  thus  irrev- 
ocable, it  is  not  affected  by  subsequent  conveyance  by  the  licensor 
to  a  third  person  who  has  notice,  express  or  implied,  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  irrevocable  right.^  At  the  same  time,  a  parol  license 
is  revocable  until  thus  executed,  and  is  revoked  when  the  licensor 
obstructs  if  or  by  the  licensor's  death,®  or  by  a  conveyance  by 


8  Watts  V.  Spencer,  51  Or.  262,  94 
Pac.  39. 

4  Stoner  v.  Zueker,  148  Cal.  516,  113 
Am.  St.  Rep.  301,  83  Pac.  808,  7  Ann. 
Cas.  704;  Miller  v.  Kern  etc.  Co. 
(1909),  154  Cal.  785,  99  Pac.  179; 
Davis  V.  Martin,  157  Cal.  657,  108  Pac 
866;  Coventon  v.  Seiifert,  23  Or. 
548,  32  Pac.  508;  Maple  etc.  Co. 
V.  Marshall,  27  Utah,  215,  75  Pac.  369 ; 
Jensen  ▼.  Hunter  (Cal.),  41  Pac.  14; 
Lavery  v.  Arnold,  36  Or.  84,  57  Pac. 
906,  58  Pac.  524,  citing  cases;  Mc- 
Phee  V.  Kelsey,  44  Or.  193,  74  Pac, 
401  j  75  Pac.  713;  Shaw  v.  Proffitt 
(Or.  1910),  110  Pac.  1092;  Munsch  v. 
Stelter,  109  Minn.  403,  134  Am.  St. 
Rep.  785,  124  N.  W.  14;  Arterburn  ▼. 
Beard,  86  Neb.  733,  126  N.  W.  379. 

In  one  case  it  was  held  that  where  a 
man's  agents  accompany  another  and 
his  employees  to  a  reservoir  and  co- 
operate and  assist  in  laying  out  pipe- 
lines and  surveying  and  locating  a 
canal  for  conduetinsf  water  over  the 
former's  land,  and  the  latter  conducts 
the  work  openly,  with  the  former's 
knowlodjre,  the  former  stan<ling  by  and 
making  no  objection,  but  encouraging 
the     latter — the     former's     conduct 


amounts  to  a  consent  and  parol  license 
which  is  irrevocable  when  executed. 
The  court  said :  "The  principal  conten-  . 
tion  upon  appeal  is  that  this  court 
should  recede  from  the  view  which  is 
adopted  and  expressed  in  Stoner  v. 
Zueker,  148  Cal.  516,  113  Am.  St.  Rep. 
301,  83  Pac.  808,  7  Ann.  Cas.  704, 
and  should  adopt  the  contrary  view 
that  a  parol  license,  regardless  of 
its  nature,  is  always  revocable  at  the 
will  of  the  licensor.  This  question  was 
duly  considered  in  Stoner  v.  Zueker, 
supra,  the  conflict  in  authority  was 
recognized,  and  the  conclusion  there 
expressed  deliberately  adopted.  We 
perceive  no  reason  for  receding  from 
that  conclusion."  Miller  v.  Kern  Co. 
(1909),  154  Cal.  785,  99  Pac.  179. 

5  Shaw  V.  Proffit  (Or.),  110  Pac. 
1092,  holding  it  to  become  "a  vested 
easemeirt." 

6  Cases  supra. 

1  Prentice  v.  McKay,  38  Mont.  114, 
98  Pac.  1081,  citing  Great  Falls  etc. 
Co.  V.  Great  Northern  Ry.  Co.,  21 
Mont.  487,  54  Pac.  963. 

8  Jensen  v.  Hunter  (Cal.),  41  Pac. 
17. 
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the  licensor  to  some  other  party ,•  nor  will  it,  even  when  executed, 
be  irrevocable  if  not  intended  so,  but  only  intended  to  be  tempo- 
rary and  revocable.*^ 

These  cases  enforcing  executed  parol  licenses  are  based  upon 
the  same  principles  as  specific  performancCi  though  sometimes 
called  ''estoppel.''" 

(3d  ed.) 

§  557.  Oonclusion. — The  freedom  of  disposition  of  appropria- 
tions shows  the  possessory  origin* of  the  law  of  appropriation;  a 
branch  of  the  law  of  possessory  rights  on  the  public  domain. 
Possession  of  the  stream  was  the  foundation  of  the  right.  Actual 
diversion  (the  taking  of  possession)  created  the  right;  capacity 
of  ditch  (the  amount  in  possession)  measured  the  right ;  injunc- 
tions were  granted  without  present  damage;  the  appropriation 
was  independent  of  ownership  or  possession  of  any  land  and 
independent  of  the  place  of  use  or  mode  of  enjoyment  and  change 
did  not  forfeit  priority;  and,  as  to  contracts  or  sales,  **it  could 
be  transferred  like  other  property'*  as  a  separate,  individual 
thing.    Much  of  this  is  still  law  to-day.** 

But  the  very  late  "water  code"  legislation,  and  the  tendency 
of  late  court  decisions,  is,  as  elsewhere  considered,^  to  treat  the 
right  as  one  to  a  specific  initial  use  (such  as  the  requirements  of  a 
specific  piece  of  land)  rather  than  to  possession  of  a  stream  or  any 
specific  quantity  or  flow  of  water.  Hence  the  innovations  intro- 
duced by  the  statutes  above  referred  to ;  and  consequently,  also, 
the  reader  must  be  prepared,  as  time  goes  on,  to  find  the  decisions 
departing  from  the  (at  present)  established  rules  presented  in 
this  chapter. 


9  Mclntyre  t.  Harty,  236  111.  629, 
86  N.  E.  581,  though  this  case  seems  to 
lay  down  the  same  revocability  even 
after  the  license  was  acted  upon. 

10  Lanham  v.  Wenatchee  Co.,  48 
Wash.  337,  93  Pac.  522;  Mclntyre  v. 
Harty,  236  111.  629,  86  N.  E.  581; 
Davis  V.  Martin,  157  Cal.  657,  108 
Pac.  866;  Lewis  v.  Patton  (Mont.), 
113  Pac.  745.  See,  also,  supra,  sec. 
56,  and  infra,  sec.  593.  • 

"The  evidence  in  the  case,  however, 
is  clear  that  the  right  to  construct  the 
ditch  and  use  the  water  from  Grouse 
Creek  was  a  mere  permissive  right, 
granted  by  the  respondents  to  the  ap- 

§§  558-565.     (Blank  numbers.) 


pellant,  and  that  respondents  refused 
either  to  sell  or  convey  a  permanent 
right.  Such  right  or  license  was  rev- 
ocable at  the  will  of  respondents,  and 
could  not  be  enforced  thereafter  by 
the  appellant."  Weidensteiner  v.  Mally 
(1909),  55  Wash.  79,  104  Pac.  143, 
citing  Hathaway  v.  Yakima  Water  etc. 
Co.,  14  Wash.  469,  53  Am.  St.  Eep. 
874,  44  Pac.  869;  Prentice  v.  McKay, 
38  Mont.  114,  98  Pac.  1081. 

11  As  to  which,  see  further  infra, 
sees.  593,  655. 

12  See    cross-references   suyra,   sec 
139. 

13  Supra,  sec.  139. 
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CHAPTER  25. 

LOSS  OP  EIGHT. 

A.    ABANDONMENT. 

666.  Intr«>diictor7. 

567.  Abandonment  is  voluntary  and  a  qaoBtion  of  faet. 

568.  Same  (examples). 

569.  Nonuser  merely  evidence  of  intention  to  abandon. 

570.  Same. 

571.  Discharged  waste  and  recapture. 

572.  Parol  sale  or  faulty  deed. 

573.  Failure  of  diligence  in  construction  work. 

B.    POBFEITUBE. 

574.  Failure  to  comply  with  statute  in  making  an  appropriation. 

575.  Smith  v.  Hawkins. 

576.  Forfeiture  under  statutes. 

577.  Transitionary  state  of  the  law. 

578.  Conclusions  regarding  abandonment  and  forfeiture. 

C.    ADYEBSE  USE  OB  PBESGBIPTION. 

579.  General. 

580.  Effect  of  adverse  use  or  prescription. 

581.  Extent. 

582.  Essentials. 

583.  Continuous. 

584.  Exclusive;  uninterrupted. 

585.  Open;  notorious. 

586.  Claim  of  right;  color  of  title. 

587.  Hostile  to  owner;  permission. 

588.  Invasion  of  right. 
569.  Chance  to  prevent. 

590.  Payment  of  taxes. 

591.  Against  the  United  States  or  the  State. 

592.  Conclusion. 

D.    ESTOPPEL. 

* 

593.  Elements  of  estoppel  in  pais, 

594.  Estoppel  by  silence. 

595.  Same. 

§  596-603.     (Blank  numbers.) 


(3d  ed.) 

§  666.    Water-rights  of  appropriation  may,  it  is  true,  continue 

indefinitely,  but  they  may  likewise  come  to  an  end  in  several 
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ways,  viz.,  by  abandonment,  forfeiture,  adverse  use,  estoppel  or 
eminent  domain  proceedings. 


A.     ABANDONMENT. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  567.  Abandonment  is  Voluntary  and  a  Question  of  Fact. — 
As  the  law  of  appropriation  arose  as  a  branch  of  the  law  of  pos- 
sessory rights  on  the  public  domain,  the  right,  upon  its  original 
basis,  lasts  during  the  retention  of  possession  of  the  stream  with 
a  bona  fide  intention  not  to  relinquish  it.  The  retention  of  pos- 
session with  a  bona  fide  intention  is  a  condition  upon  retention 
of  the  right ;  and  the  relinquishment  of  possession  with  intent  to 
abandon  constitutes  an  abandonment  of  the  right. 

To  constitute  abandonment^  properly  speaking,  there  must  be  a 
concurrence  of  act  and  intent,  the  relinquishment  of  possession, 
and  the  intent  not  to  resume  it  for  a  beneficial  use,  so  that  aban- 
donment is  always  voluntary,  and  a  question  of  f act.^ 


1  Arizona. — Gould  v.  Maricopa  etc. 
Co.,  8  Ariz.  429,  76  Pac.  598;  Marlar 
V.  Maricopa  etc.  Co.  (Ariz.),  76  Pac. 
1125;  Salt  Biver  etc.  Co.  v.  Slosser 
(Ariz.),  76  Pac.  1125;  Brockman  v. 
Grand  Canal  Co.,  8  Ariz.  451,  76  Pac. 
602;  Patterson  v.  Byan  (Ariz.),  108 
Pac.  1118. 

California. — ^Wood  v.  Etiwanda  W. 
Co.,  147  Cal.  233,  81  Pac.  512;  Utt 
V.   Frey,   106  Cal.  397,   39   Pac.   807, 

2 noted  infra;  Integral  Quicksilver  M. 
Id.  v.  Altoona  M.  Co.,  75  Fed.  380,  21 
C.  C.  A.  409;  Hewitt  v.  Story,  64  Fed. 
510,  12  C.  C.  A.  250,  30  L.  B.  A.  265, 
and  cases  infra, 

Colorado. — People  "  v.  Farmers'  etc. 
Co.,  25  Colo.  202,  54  Pac.  626; 
Platte  etc.  Co.  v.  Central  etc.  Co., 
32  Colo.  102,  75  Pac.  391;  Greer 
V.  Heiser,  16  Colo.  396,  26  Pac.  770; 
Beaver  Brook  Co.  v."  St.  Vrain  Co., 
6  Colo.  App.  130,  40  Pac.  1066;  New 
Mercer  Co.  v.  Armstrong,  21  Colo.  357, 
40  Pac.  989 ;  Putman  v.  Curtis,  7  Colo. 
App.  437,  43  Pac.  1056;  Nichols  v. 
Lantz,  9  Colo.  App.  1,  47  Pac.  70; 
Hall  V.  Lincoln,  10  Colo.  App.  360,  50 
Pac.  1047 ;  North  Am.  Exploration  Co. 
V.  Adams  (Colo.>,  104  Fed.  404,  45  C. 
*  C.  A.  185;  Lower  Latham  D.  Co.  v. 
Louden  Irr.  Co.,  27  Colo.  267,  83  Am. 
St.  Rep.  80,  60  Pac.  629;  Hector  M. 
Co.  V.  Valley  View  M.  Co.,  28  Colo. 
315,  64  Pac.  205;  Butterfiehl  v. 
O'Neill,    19    Colo.    App.    7,    72    Pac. 


807;  Boulder  etc.  Co.  v.  Leggett  etc 
Co.,  36  Colo.  455,  86  Pac.  101; 
Buckers  etc.  Co.  v.  Farmers'  etc.  Co., 
31  Colo.  62,  72  Pac.  49;  Cooper  v. 
Shannon,  36  Colo.  98,  118  Am.  St. 
Bep.  95,  85  Pac.  175;  O'Brien  v.  King, 
41  Colo.  487,  92  Pac.  945;  Alamosa  Co. 
V.  Nelson,  42  Colo.  140,  93  Pac.  1113. 

Idaho. — ^Welch  v.  Gartett,  5  Idaho, 
639,  51  Pac.  405,  19  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
193;  Ada  Irr.  Co.  v.  Farmers*  Canal 
Co.,  6  Idaho,  793,  51  Pac.  990,  40  L. 
B.  A.  485;  Last  Chance  etc.  Co.  v. 
Bunker  Hill  etc.  Co.,  49  Fed.  430,  17 
Morr.  Min.  Bep.  449. 

Montana. — Norman  v.  Corbley,  32 
Mont.  195,  79  Pac.  1059;  Atchison  v. 
Peterson,  1  Mont.  561;  Barkley  v. 
Tieleke,  2  Mont.  61,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
666;  Kleinschmidt  v.  Greiser,  14  Mont. 
484,  43  Am.  St.  Rep.  652,  37  Pac.  5; 
Middle  Cr.  Co.  v.  Henry,  15  Mont.  558, 
39  Pac.  1054;  Goon  v.  Proctor,  27 
Mont.  526,  71  Pac.  1003;  Hays  v.  Buz- 
ard,  31  Mont.  74,  77  Pac.  423;  Gassert 
v.  Noyes,  18  Mont.  216,  44  Pac.  959  j 
Featherman  v.  Hennessey  (Mont,), 
113  Pac.  751. 

Nebraska. — Farmers'  Irr.  Dist.  v. 
Frank,  72  Neb.  136,  100  N.  W.  286. 

Nevada. — Schutz  v.  Sweeney,  19  Nev. 
359,  3  Am.  St.  Rep.  888,  11  Pac.  253; 
Lobdell  V.  Hall,  3  Nev.  507. 

Oregon, — Dodge  v.  Marden,  7  Or. 
456,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  63;  Moss  v. 
Rose,  27  Or.  595,  50  Am.  St.  Bep.  743, 
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It  has  been  said:  ''To  constitute  an  abandonment  of  a  water- 
right,  there  must  be  a  concurrence  of  the  intention  to  abandon 
it  and  an  actual  failure  in  its  use."'  And  again:  ''Abandonment, 
like  appropriation,  is  a  question  of  intent,  and  to  be  determined 
with  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  parties.  The  intent  to  aban- 
don and  an  actual  relinquishment  must  concur,  for  courts  will 
(lot  lightly  decree  an  abandonment  of  a  property  so  valuable  as 
that  of  water  in  an  irrigated  region."'  In  another  case  it  is 
said:  "As  abandonment  is  a  matter  of  intention,  it  is  peculiarly 
within  the  province  of  a  trial  court  to  determine  from  all  the 
facts  and  circumstances  of  each  particular  case  whether  abandon- 
ment has  or  has  not  taken  place.  "^ 

The  declarations  of  the  party  abandoning,  as  to  his  intention, 
are  evidence,^  and  he  may  himself  testify  as  to  what  his  intention 
was,  since  his  intention  is  in  issue,®  and  evidence  of  statements 
out  of  court  may  be    given   in   evidence.''    The  party  claiming 


41  Pac.  666;  Wimer  v.  Simmons,  27 
Or.  1,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  685,  39  Pac.  6; 
Turner  v.  Cole,  31  Or.  154,  49  Pac. 
972 ;  Watts  v.  Spencer,  51  Or.  262,  94 
Pac.  39. 

South  Dakota. — Edgemont  Co.  ▼.  N. 
8.  Tubbs  Co.,  2  S.  D.  142,  115  N.  W. 
1130.     See  Stats.  1907,  c.  180. 

IZto^i.— Stalling  v.  Fenrin,  7  Utah, 
477,  27  Pac.  686;  Hemman  Inr.  Co. 
V.  Keel,  25  Utah,  96,  69  Pac.  719; 
Promontory  etc.  Co.  v.  Argile,  28  Utah, 
398,  79  Pac.  47. 

Washington. — Miller  v.  Wheeler 
(1909),  54  Wash.  429,  103  Pac.  641, 
23  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  1065. 

2  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95 
Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728. 

3  Miller  v.  Wheeler,  54  Wash.  429, 
103  Pac.  641,  23  L.  R.  A.,  N.  8.,  1065. 

4  Cooper  V.  Shannon,  36  Colo.  98, 
118  Am.  St.  Rep.  95,  85  Pac.  175. 

Facts  held  to  show  abandonment. 
Brockman  v.  Grand  Canal  Co.,  8  Ariz. 
451,  76  Pac.  602;  Nichols  v.  Lantz,  9 
Colo.  App.  1,  47  Pac.  70;  Oviatt  #. 
Big  Four  Co.,  39  Or.  118,  65  Pac. 
811;  Lamborn  v.  Bell,  18  Colo.  346,  32 
Pac.  989,  20  L.  R.  A.  241;  Ruther- 
ford V.  Lucerne  Canal  &  P.  Co.,  12 
Wjro.  299,  75  Pac.  445;  Ophir  Min- 
ing Co.  V.  Carpenter,  4  Nev.  534,  97 
Am.  Dec  550,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  640; 


Kirman  ▼.  Hunnewill,  93  Cal.  519, 
29  a>ac.  124;  Dorr  v.  Hammond,  7 
Colo.  79,  1  Pac.  693;  Smith  y.  Oreen, 
109  Cal.  228,  41  Pac.  1022;  Platte 
Water  Co.  v.  Northern  etc.  Co.,  12 
Colo.  525,  21  Pac.  711. 

Facts  held  not  to  show  abandon- 
ment. Utt  V.  Frejr,  106  Cal.  392,  39 
Pac.  807;  Hajrs  v.  Buzzard,  31  Mont. 
74,  77  Pac.  423;  Greer  v.  Heiser,  16 
Colo.  396,  26  Pac.  770;  Putnam  v. 
Curtis,  7  Colo.  App.  437,  43  Pac.  1056; 
Welch  V.  Garrett,  5  Idaho,  639,  51 
Pac.  405,  19  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  193; 
Promontory  Co.  ▼.  Argile,  28  Utah, 
398,  7.9  Pac.  47;  Farmers'  etc.  Co.  v. 
New  Hampshire  etc.  Co.,  40  Colo.  467, 
92  Pac.  290;  Sullivan  y.  Jones  (Ariz.), 
108  Pac.  476  (three  years'  nonuser). 

^  Boulder  etc.  Co.  y.  Leggett  etc. 
Co.,  36  Colo.  455,  86  Pac.  101;  Dodge 
V.  Marden,  7  Or.  457,  1  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  63;  Central  Trust  Co.  v.  Culver, 
35  Colo.  93,  83  Pac.  1065. 

0  Boulder  etc.  Co.  v.  Leggett  etc. 
Co.,  36  Colo.  455,  86  Pac.  101,  holding 
that  on  an  issue  of  defendant's  aban- 
donment of  certain  water-rights  con- 
ferred hy  a  decree,  evidence  as  to 
whether  defendant's  officers  had  any 
intention  or  purpose  of  abandoning 
the  rights  so  conferred  was  admissihlp. 

7  Ibid. ;  Central  etc.  Co.  y.  Culyer,  ^5 
Colo.  93,  83  Pac.  1064. 


606  (3ded.)    Pt.in.    THE  LAW  OF  PBIOB  APPROPRIATION.      |567 


there  is  an  abandonment  has  the  burden  of  proof,  which  must  be 
clear  and  definite  to  a  preponderance  of  evidence.^ 

The  rule  of  abandonment  applies  as  well  to  rights  or  priorities 
decreed  in  proceedings  adjudicating  rights  as  to  rights  not  so 
decreed,^  so  far  as  the  abandonment  rests  on  new  matter  subse- 
quent to  the  decree.  But  the  decree  is  res  adjudicata  upon  any 
abandonment  prior  thereto.*®  The  question  of  abandonment  can- 
not be  determined  in  a  suit  under  the  special  Colorado  procedure 
for  changing  the  point  of  diversion." 

An  abandonment  of  a  ditch,  however,  does  not  necessarily  in- 
volve an  abandonment  of  the  water-right."  The  distinction  be- 
tween the  water-right  and  the  ditch  or  other  appliances  must  be 
borne  in  mind.^ 

It  has  been  held  that  abandonment  is  not  complete  until  an- 
other relocates,  so  that  a  resumption  of  use  may  be  made  at  any 
time  before  others  intervene,**  though  not  after  others  intervene.** 

Abandonment  may  be  of  part,  as  well  as  the  whole,  of  an  ap- 
propriation.?' 

Abandonment  must   be   made   by  the   owner,    without   being 
pressed  by  any  duty,  necessity,  or  utility  to  himself,  but  simply' 
because  he  desires  no  longer  to  possess  the  thing,  and  further,  it 
must  be  made  without  any  desire  that  any  other  person  shall 


8  HaU  V.  Lincoln,  10  Colo.  App.  360, 
50  Pac.  1047;  Beaver  etc.  Co.  v.  St. 
Vrain  etc.  Co.,  6  Colo.  App.  130,  40 
Pac.  1066;  Platte  Valley  Irr.  Co.  ▼. 
Central  Trust  Co.,  32  Colo.  102,  75 
Pac.  391;  Putnam  v.  Curtis,  7  Colo. 
App.  437,  43  Pac.  1056;  O'Brien  ▼. 
King,  41  Colo.  487,  92  Pac.  945 ;  Ala- 
mosa Co.  V.  Nelson,  42  Colo.  140,  93 
Pac.  1113;  Miller  v.  Wheeler  (1909), 
54  Wash.  429,  103  Pac.  641,  23  L.  R. 
A.,  N.  S.,  1065;  McFarland  v.  Alaska 
etc.  Co.,  3  Alaska,  308. 
.  ©  New  Mercer  etc.  Co.  v.  Arm- 
strong, 21  Colo.  357,  40  Pac.  989; 
Boulder  etc.  Co.  v.  Leggett  etc.  Co., 
36  Colo.  455,  86  Pac.  101;  Alamosa 
Co.  V.  Nelson,  42  Colo.  140,  93  Pac. 
1121;  Dracha  v.  Isola  (Colo.),  109 
Pac.  748. 

10  O'Brien  v.  King,  41  Colo.  487,  92 
Pac   945 

.  11  Wadsworth  B.  Co.  v.  Brown,  39 
Colo.  57,  88  Pac.  1060 ;  Lower  Latham 
etc.  Co.  y.  Bijou  etc.  Co.,  41  Colo.  212^ 
98  Pac.  483. 


12  New  Mercer  Ditch  C!o.  v.  Arm- 
strong, 21  Colo.  357,  40  Pfte.  989; 
Kleinschmidt  v.  Greiser,  14  Mont. 
484,  43  Am.  St.  Rep.  652,  37  Pac.  5; 
Wood  V.  Etiwanda  Water  Co.,  147  Cal. 
233,-  81  Pac.  512;  McGuire  v.  Brown, 
106  Cal.  660,  39  Pac.  1060,  30  L.  R.  A. 
384;  Oould  v.  Maricopa  etc.  Co.,  8 
Ariz.  429,  76  Pac.  598;  Marlar  v. 
Maricopa  etc.  Co.  (Ariz.),  76  Pac. 
1125;  Salt  River  etc.  Co.  ▼.  Slosser 
(Ariz.),  76  Pac.  1125;  Salt  River  etc. 
Co.  V.  Van  Fossen  (Ariz.),  76  Pac. 
1125. 

18  Supra,  sec.  456. 

1*  Beaver  etc.  Co.  v.  St.  Vrain  etc 

fo.,  6  Colo.  App.  130,  40  Pac.  1066; 
ucker  v.  Jones,  8  Mont.  225,  19  Pac. 
571. 

16  Rutherford  etc.  Co.  v.  Lucerne 
etc.  Co.,  12  Wyo.  299,  75  Pac.  445.  Cf. 
Lindley  on  Mines,  sec.  . 

16  Alamosa  Co.  v.  Nelson,  42  Colo. 
140,  93  Pac.  1113. 
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acquire  the  same;  for,  if  it  were  made  for  a  consideration,  it 
would  be  a  sale  or  barter,  and  if  without  consideration,  but  with 
an  intention  that  some  other  person  should  become  the  possessor, 
it  would  be  a  gift.  Where  for  any  reason  a  transaction  fails  as  a 
sale,  it  cannot  be  converted  into  abandonment.^^  There  is  no  such 
thing  as  abandonment  to  particular  persons,  or  for  a  considera- 
tion.^® The  right  once  abandoned,  it  cannot  be  revived  by  a  sale, 
and  the  sale  passes  nothing.^* 

(8d  ed.) 

§  568.    Same. — A  sale  of  the  land  on  which  the  water  is  used, 

without  passing  the  water-right,  is  not  necessarily  an  abandon- 
ment of  the  water-right,^  nor  is  an  exhaustion  of  the  mine  for 
which  the  water  was  originally  used,^*  nor  is  the  posting  of  a 
second  notice  of  appropriation  necessarily  an  abandonment  of 
rights  under  a  former  notice.^  These  are  all  evidence,  but  not 
conclusive.  On  the  other  hand,  an  abandonment  is  shown  where 
the  ditch  was  filled  in  and  sown  over  with  grass ;  ^  also  where  the 
land  irrigated  is  abandoned  and  nonuser  of  the  wateir  ensues  for 
a  long  time  ^  after  which  a  later  acquisition  of  other  land  does 
not  revive  the  right  against,  interveners.^  On  abandonment  of 
oil  locations,  the  right  to  the  wells  thereon  bored  for  oil  ceases 
also,  though  water  flows  from  them,  there  being  no  intent  to 
appropriate  the  water  to  a  beneficial  use.'  A  typical  case  of 
abandonment  is  where  the  appropriators'  purpose  has  been  ac- 
complished and  they  disperse,  the  mine  for  which  they  used  the 
water  being  worked  out,  th§  ditches  decayed,  and  two  years  go 
by  without  doing  anything.* 


IT  But  see  supra,  see.  555.  See  Kan. 
Gen.  Laws,  1909,  sec.  4436. 

18  McLeran  v.  Benton,  43  Cal.  467; 
Middle  Creek  Co.  v.  Henry,  15  Mont. 
556,  39  Pac.  1054;  Richardson  v.  Mc- 
Nulty,  24  Cal.  343,  IMorr.  Min.  Rep. 
11;  Stephens  v.  Mansfield,  11  Cal.  363; 
Watts  V.  Spencer,  51  Or.  262,  94  Pac. 
39 ;  Norman  v.  Corbley,  32  Mont.  195, 
79  Pac.  1059 ;  Cache  La  Poudre  Co.  v. 
Water  Supply  Co.,  27  Colo.  532,  62 
Pac.  420;  Last  Chance  Co.  ▼.  Bunker 
HiU  Co.,  49  Fed.  430. 

19  Davis  V.  Gale,  32  Cal.  26,  91  Am. 
Dec.  554,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  604; 
Kirman  v.  Hunnewill,  93  Cal.  519,  29 
Pac.  124;  Colorado  etc.  Co.  v.  Rocky 
Ford  etc.  Co.,  3  Colo.  App.  545,  34 
Pac.  580. 


20  Dodge  ▼.  Marden,  7  Or.  457,  1 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  63. 

21  Lowden  v.  Frey,  67  Cal.  474,  8 
Pac.  31. 

22  Norman  v.  Corbley,  32  Mont.  195, 
79  Pac.  1059.    See  Hall  v.  Lincoln,  10 
Colo.  App.  360,  50  Pac.  1047,  examin- ' 
ing  evidence  and  holding  no  abandon- 
ment. 

2a  Stalling  v.  Ferrin,  7  Utah,  477, 
27  Pac.  686. 

1  Jackson  v.  Indian  etc.  Co.,  18 
Idaho,  513,  110  Pac.  251. 

2  Rutherford  etc.  Co.  v.  Lucerne 
etc.  Co.,  12  Wyo.  299,  75  Pac  445. 

8  De  Wolfskin  v.  Smith,  5  Cal.  App. 
175,  89  Pac.  1001. 

4  Davis  ▼.  Gale,  32  Cal.  26,  91  Am. 
Dec.  604,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  604.    For 
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Where  a  water-right  and  ditch  were  used  for  mining  in  the 
early  days  but  long  since  discontinued,  no  right  thereunder  can 
be  claimed  by  anyone  at  the  present  day.^  One  who  uses  the 
works  of  old-timers  with  whom  he  is  not  connected  can  claim 
nothing  through  such  old  appropriation;  nor  if  connected  with 
them  in  interest  where  their  rights  have  been  abandoned ;  nor,  in 
fact,  where  one  uses  even  recent  works  of  others,  with  whom  he 
is  not  connected,  can  he  claim  to  tack  on  to  the  priority  thereof. 
One  using  abandoned  works  must  stand  or  fall  on  his  own  acts, 
irrespective  of  the  use  in  such  works  by  a  former  owner.*  The 
rights  which  once  pertained  to  the  old  pioneer  mining  ditches 
have  mostly  been  lost  by  abandonment  long  ago,  though  evidence 
of  the  ditches  still  remains.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  669.  Nonuser  is  Merely  Evidence  of  Intention  to  Abandon. — 
Under  the  doctrine  of  abandonment  in  its  possessory  origin,  non- 
user  was  merely  evidence  of  the  intention  that  the  relinquishment 
should  be  permanent.  The  right  being  viewed  as  one  to  possession 
of  the  flow,  nonuse  was  not  per  se  an  abandonment  but  only  evi- 
dence upon  the  question  of  intention^  The  test  was  whether 
the  nonuser  was  for  an  unreasonable  time  under  the  circum- 
stances, so  as  to  reasonably  indicate  a  relinquishment  of  possession 
and  an  intent  not  to  resuma  it  for  a  beneficial  purpose ;  a  simple 
question  for  the  jury  similar  to  the  question  of  the  use  of  reason- 
able care  left  to  the  jury  in  the  law  of  negligence.  Where  the  non- 
user  is  for  an  unreasonable  time,  taking  all  the  surrounding  cir- 
cumstances into  consideration,  there  is  an  abandonment  of  the 
water-right;  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  appears  to  be  a  reasonable 


Bimilar  cases  where  the  ditch,  etc.,  was 
allowed  to  decay,  see  Dorr  v.  Ham- 
mond, 7  Colo.  79,  1  Pac.  693 ;  Sieber  v. 
Frink,  7  Colo.  148,  2  Pac.  901;  Goon 
V.  Proctor,  27  Mont.  526,  71  Pac. 
1003;  Noland  v.  Coon,  1  Alaska,  36; 
Ison  V.  Nelson  Min.  Co.,  47  Fed.  199. 

5  Sternberger  t.  Seaton  etc.  Co. 
(1909),  45  Colo.  401,  102  Pac.  108. 

6  Supra,  sees.  390,  555. 

T  Land  v.  Johnston  (1909),  156  Cal. 
449,  104  Pac.  449;  Sternberger  v. 
Seaton  etc.  Co.,  supra. 


Where  a  squatter  on  public  land 
abandons  both  water  and  land,  a  new 
locator  of  the  land  is  a  new  ap- 
propriator,  and  cannot  take  the  prior- 
ity of  the  original  one,  though  he  re- 
opens and  repairs  and  uses  the  old 
ditches.  Head  ▼.  Hale.  38  Mont.  302, 
100  Pac.  222.  The  right  of  an  ap- 
propriator  of  public  water  cannot  be 
tacked  to  that  of  a  mere  squatter,  who 
has  abandoned  his  land.  Hough  v. 
Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732^  98 
Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728. 

^  See  cross-references  iupra,  sec. 
139. 
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time,  there  is  not ;  and  what  is  a  reasonable  time  is  a  question  of 
fact  for  the  jury.* 

K,  at  the  time  of  acquiring  the  right,  the  water-right  having 
been  newly  created  by  completion  of  the  preparatory  work,  there 
is  a  failure  for  an  unreasonable  time  under  the  circumstances  to 
apply  the  water  to  a  useful  purpose,  there  is  an  abandonment. 
No  definite  period  of  time  is  set  in  the  cases  generally.  The  non- 
user  is  not  conclusive,  but  a  question  depending  upon  (under  the 
facts  of  each  case)  what  is  an  unreasonable  delay;  that  is,  what 
nonuser  under  the  circumstances  reasonably  indicates  the  intent, 
in  that  case,  not  to  apply  the  water  to  a  useful  purpose.  This 
has  been  discussed  at  length  in  considering  ''future  needs. "^^ 

After  application  and  use  haye  begun,  a  nonuser  thereafter 
owing  to  breakage  of  apparatus,  during  change  of  plans,  or  from 
other  cause,  is  not  necessarily  an  abandonment.  Here  again  the 
rule  of  the  cases  generally  is  that  no  definite  time  is  set.  The 
nonuser  being  for  a  reasonable  time  under  the  circumstances  of 
each  case,  there  is  no  abandonment.  Upon  the  facts  involved,  for 
example,  a  reasonable  time  has  lasted  for  one  year;^^  three 
years ; "  eleven  years ;  ^  fourteen  years.**  If  work  is  stopped 
because  the  stream  naturally  ceases  to  flow  (act  of  Ood)  or  be- 
cause of  tunneling  or  other  wrongful  act  of  another  person,  there 
is  no  abandonment.^  There  is  no  abandonment  where  the  non- 
use  was  during  the  administration  of  a  decedent  owner's  estate;  ^^ 


»  Grow  V.  Jones  (1909),  85  Neb.  77, 
127  N.  W.  681.  See,  also,  supra,  sec 
383  (diligence),  and  sec.  483  (fature 
needs). 

10  Supra,  sec.  483. 

n  Land  v.  Johnston  (1909),  156 
Cal.  449,  104  Pac.  449. 

12  Gassert  v.  Nojes,  18  Mont.  216, 
44  Pac.  959;  Sullivan  v.  Jones  (Ariz.), 
108  Pac.  476. 

13  North  Am.  Co.  v.  Adams  (Colo.), 
104  Fed.  404,  45  C.  C.  A.  185,  21 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  65. 

14  Wimer  v.  Simmons,  27  Or.  1,  50 
Am.  St.  Rep.  685,  39  Pac.  6. 

15  Santa  Barbara  v.  Gould,  143  Cal. 
421,  77  Pac.  151;  Putnam  v.  Curtis,  7 
Colo.  App.  437,  43  Pac.  1056;  Union 
Min.  Co.  V.  Danjfberjf,  81  Fed.  73 
(nonuser  during  litigation) ;  Hough 
V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98 
Pac.    1083,    102    Pac.    728    (saying: 

W«Ur  Rights — 80 


"Absence  from  land  wrongfullj 
forced  does  not  work  a  forfeiture  of 
any  interest  the  owner  may  have 
therein";  and  citing  HoffmaA  ▼. 
Smyth,  47  Or.  573,  114  Am.  St.  Rep. 
938,  84  Pac.  80,  8  Ann.  Cas.  678). 

"The  last  seven  years  preceding  the 
trial  of  the  action  had  been  exception- 
ally 'dry,'  and  during  them  the  flow  of 
water  had  ceased  earlier  in  the  spring 
than  in  former  years.  The  fact  that 
during  this  period  the  plaintiffs  had 
not  been  able  to  get  as  much  water  as 
theretofore  did  not  destroy  the  con,- 
tinuity  of  their  use,  nor  deprive  them 
of  the  ri^ht  to  use  the  amount 
formerly  diverted  in  the  event  that 
the  flow  of  the  stream  should  again 
furnish  such  amount."  Huffner  ▼. 
Sawday,  153  Cal.  86,  94  Pac.  424. 

10  Turner  v.  Cole,  31  Or.  154,  49 
Pac.  971, 
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or  during  temporary  shut-down  of  a  mine,^^  or  during  bona  fide 
efforts  of  a  colonization  company  to  induce  immigration.^^  What 
is  beneficial  user  has  already  been  discussed.^*  But  if  the  non- 
user  is  unreasonably  continued,  here  again  it  will  be  evidence  (not 
conclusive,  but  taken  with  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case)  of 
an  intent  not  to  apply  the  water  to  a  useful  purpose,  and  an 
abandonment.^  During  the  temporary  cessation  of  use,  others 
may  use  the  water.*^ 

The  rule  concerning  nonuser  is  thus  summed  up  in  Utt  ▼. 
Prey :  ^  **The  right  which  is  acquired  to  the  use  of  water  by  ap- 
propriation may  be  lost  by  abandonment.  To  abandon  such  right 
is  to  relinquish  possession  thereof  without  any  present  intentioa 
to  repossess.  To  constitute  such  abandonment  there  must  be  a 
ooncurrence  of  act  and  intent,  viz.,  the  act  of  leaving  the  premises 
or  property  vacant,  so  that  it  may  be  appropriated  by  the  next 
comer,  and  the  intention  of  not  returning.^  The  mere  intention 
to  abandon,  if  not  coupled  with  yielding  up  possession  or  a  cessa- 
tion of  user,  is  not  sufScient ;  nor  will  the  nonuser  alone  without 
an  intention  to  abandon  be  held  to  amount  to  an  abandonment. 
Abandonment  is  a  question  of  fact  to  be  determined  by  a  jury  or 
the  court  sitting  as  such.  Yielding  up  possession  and  nonuser  is 
evidence  of  abandonment,  and  under  many  circumstances  sufficient 
to  warrant  the  deduction  of  the  ultimate  fact  of  abandonment. 
But.  it  may  be  rebutted  by  any  evidence  which  shows  that,  not- 
withstanding such  nonuser  or  want  of  possession,  the  owner  did 
not  intend  to  abandon."  To  the  same  effect  it  is  said  in  another 
case 2*  concerning  an  appropriator  of  water:  "It  is  well  settled 
that  lapse  of  time  does  not  of  itself  constitute  an  abandonment, 
and  that  it  is  only  a  circumstance  for  the  jury  to  consider  in 
determining  whether  there  has  been  an  abandonment.    In  other 


17  Smith  V.  Hope  etc.  Co.,  18  Mont. 
4Q2,  45  Pac.  632;  Featherman  v. 
Hennessey  (Mont.),  113  Pac.  751 
(flume  broke  in  1888  and  mines  shut 
down  until  1894,  bpt  some  work  con- 
tinued more  or  less  in  the  meantime, 
and  water  wa«  turned  into  the  ditch 
annually). 

18  Nevada  etc.  Co.  ▼.  Bennett,  30 
i  Or.  59,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  777,  45  Pac. 

472. 

10  SuprOf  sees.  378,  481  et  seq. 

20  Alamosa  Co.  v.  Nelson,  42  Colo. 
140,  93  Pac.  1113,  and  cases  cited 
suvra. 


21  Supra,  sec  481  et  seq.;  infra, 
sec.  642. 

22  106  Cal.  397,  38  Pac.  807. 

23  Citing  Judson  v.  Malloy,  40  Cal. 
299;  Bell  v.  Bed  Rock  etc.  Co.,  36 
Cal.  214,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  45;  Moon 
V.  Rollins,  36  Cal.  333,  95  Am.  Dec. 
181;  St.  John  v.  Kidd,  26  Cal.  272,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  404;  Richardson  v. 
McNulty,  24  Cal.  345,  1  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  11;  Willson  v.  Cleveland,  30  Cal. 
192. 

24  Valcalda  v.  Silver  etc.  Co.,  86 
Fed.  90,  29  C.  0.  A.  691,  19  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  233. 
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words,  the  question  is  one  of  intent.  Said  the  court  in  Waring  v. 
Crow*  'The  intention  alone  governs.'*  In  Moon  v.  Rollins' 
it  was  held  that  one  in  possession  of  land  might  leave  it  for  a 
period  of  five  years  if  he  had  the  intention  of  returning,  and  that 
his  mere  failure  to  occupy  the  land  for  that  period  does  not 
necessarily  constitute  an  abandonment."* 

In  a  word,  nonuser  is  not  per  se  an  abandonment.^  It  is,  so  far  as 
concerns  abandonment,  only  a  sign  that  you  "did  not  want  the 
water  any  more"  and  meant  to  give  it  up,  but  may  be  rebutted  by 
other  evidence  that  you  still  meant  to  keep  it,  unless  the  nonuse 
lasted  so  unreasonably  long  as  to  be  convincing  of  what  your  inten- 

■ 

tion  had  been  when  you  stopped  use. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  670.  Same. — ^Like  the  rule  of  reasonable  care  in  the  law  of 
negligence,  the  rule  of  reasonable  time  here  is  indefinite.  In 
cases  where  there  is  no  evidence  of  importance  bearing  on  the 
surrounding  circumstances  it  would  be  difficult  for  the  jury  to 
say  whether  the  nonuser  was  for  an  unreasonable  time.  It  would 
be  enough  in  such  cases  to  say,  as  in  the  law  of  negligence,  that 
the  side  claiming  there  is  an  abandonment,  having  failed  to  con- 
vince the  jury  of  the  unreasonable  length  of  the  nonuser,  has 
failed  to  sustain  the  burden  of  proof,  and  failed  to  make  out  its 


»  11  Cal.  369,  5  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
204. 

1  Keane  ▼.  CannoTan«  21  Cal.  293, 
S2  Am.  Dec.  738;  St.  John  ▼.  Kidd, 
26  Cal.  272,  4  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  454. 

a  36  Cal.  337,  95  Am.  Dec.  181. 

S  "An  easement  acquired  by  deed  is 
not  lost  by  mere  nonuser.*'  Walker  ▼. 
LilUngsten,  137  CaL  401,  70  Pac.  282. 

4  Such  is  the  effect  of  most  of  the 
cases  in  the  first  section  of  this 
chapter.  We  happen  to  have  noted 
here  a  few  particularlj: 

Utt  V.  Frey,  106  Cal.  397,  39  Pac. 
807;  Senior  v.  Anderson,  115  Cal.  496, 
47  Pac.  454;  Wood  v.  Etiwanda  Co., 
147  Cal.  233,  81  Pac.  512;  Sieber  v. 
Frink,  7  Colo.  149,  2  Pac.  901;  Dorr 
V.  Hammond,  7  Colo.  79,  1  Pac.  693; 
People  ▼.  Farmers'  etc.  Co.,  25  Colo. 
202,  64  Pac.  626;  Welch  v.  Garrett,  5 
Idaho,  639,  51  Pac.  405,  19  Morr.  Min. 
Bep.  193;  Ada  etc.  Co.  v.  Farmers' 
etc.  Co.,  5  Idaho,  793,  54  Pac.  990,  40 
L.  B.  A.  485;  McCauley  y.  McKeig, 


8  Mont.  389,  21  Pac.  22,  16  Morr. 
Min.  Bep.  1;  Oassert  v.  Noyes,  18 
Mont.  216,  44  Pac.  959;  Sloan  v. 
Glancy,  19  Mont.  70,  47  Pac.  334; 
Smith  V.  Hope  Mining  Co.,  18  Mont. 
432,  45  Pac.  632;  Lobdell  v.  Hall,  3 
Nev.  507;  Dodge  v.  Marden,  7  Or. 
456,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  63;  Turner  v. 
Cole,  31  Or.  154,  49  Pac.  972;  Wimer 
V.  Simmons,  27  Or.  1,  50  Am.  St.  Bep. 
686,  39  Pac.  6;  Edgemont  Co.  v. 
Tubbs  Co.,  22  S.  D.  142,  115  N.  W. 
1130;  Gill  V.  Malan,  29  Utah,  431,  82 
Pac.  471;  Promontory  Co.  v.  Argile, 
28  Uteh,  398,  97  Pac.  47;  Sowles  v. 
Minot,  82  Vt.  344,  73  Atl.  1025;  In- 
tegral  etc.  Co.  v.  Altoona  etc.  Co. 
(Cal.),  75  Fed.  379,  21  C.  C.  A.  409; 
North  Am.  etc.  Co.  v.  Adams  (Colo.), 
104  Fed.  404,  45  C.  C.  A.  185,  21 
Morr.  Min.  Bep.  65;  Pomeroy  on  Bi- 
parian  Bights,  sec.  90;  Farnham  on 
Waters,  sec.  691;  17  Am.  &  Eng. 
Ency.  of  Law,  517. 
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case.*^  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  cover  such  a  case  by  a  resort 
to  a  presumption  of  abandonment  from  nonuser.®  This  was  early 
rejected  in  California^ 

The  later  case  of  Smith  v.  Hawkins®  treats  the  matter  and 
avoids  the  difficulty  in  an  entirely  new  way;  viz.,  on  the  prin- 
ciples not  of  abandonment  at  all,  but  of  forfeiture.  This  case 
arbitrarily  selects  five  years  as  a  limit  of  nonuser  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. The  test  of  intent  is  then  rejected  and  the  principles 
of  forfeiture  acting  in  invitum  substituted.  Accepting  Smith 
V.  Hawkins  as  law,  the  rule,  as  stated  above,  that  nonuser  must 
be  considered  on  the  principles  of  abandonment  under  test  of 
reasonableness  remains  unaffected,  so  long  as  five  years  have  not 
elapsed.  This  is  acknowledged  in  Smith  v.  Hawkins.  That  case 
merely  introduces  a  new  principle  governing  the  case  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  five-year  period.  That  case  is  further  considered 
below.* 

The  introduction  of  the  principle  that  nonuger  after  a  definite 
period  of  time  operates  as  a  forfeiture  as  distinguished  from 
abandonment  was  hence  introduced  in  California  OQly  recently, 
and  by  a  decision  of  the  court,  not  by  legislation.  In  the  recent 
water  codes  of  the  arid  States  this  new  principle  usually  finds 
a  place  also,  as  considered  below.^^ 

(3cl  ed.) 

§  671.  Discharged  Waste  and  Becapture. — ^Where  water  has 
been  severed  from  the  natural  stream  and  used  in  an  artificial 
structure  that  reduces  it  to  possession,  we  have  seen  that  it  has 
become  private  property,  and  is  dealt  with  by  the  law  as  a  corptis 
(as  distinguished  from  the  usufructuary  water-right  in  the 
natural  stream),  not  longer  subject  to  the  law  of  naturally  run- 
ning waters.  In  discharging  it  as  waste  from  the  ditches,  etc., 
the  question  is  not  one  of  abandonment  of  a  water-right,  but  of 
abandonment  of  specific  particles  of  water,  viz.,  the  very  particles 
that  are  discharged.    The  matter  is  of  importance  here,  but  has 

5  Beaver  etc.  Co.  v.  St.  Vrain  etc.  7  Partridge  v.  McKinney,   10  CaL 
Co.,  6  Colo.  App.  130,  4  Pac.   1066;       181,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  185. 

Platte  etc.  Co.  v.  Central  etc.  Co.,  32  8  no  Cal.  122,  42  Pac.  453,  affirmed 

Colo.  102,  75  Pac.  391.  in  120  Cal.  86,  52  Pac.  139,  19  Morr. 

6  Sieber  v.   Frink,   7   Colo.    148,   2  Min.  Rep.  243. 
Pac.  901;   Kinney  on  Irrigation,  sec  ^  Sec.  575. 

257.  10  Infra,  sec.  576. 
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been  fully  treated  elsewhere,  and  the  reader  is  referred  to  a  pre- 
ceding chapter." 

(3d  ed.) 

§  672.  Parol  Sale  or  Fanlty  Deed. — Owing  to  the  insistence  in 
the  early  days  on  the  '^trespasser"  side  of  possessory  rights  on 
the  public  domain,  a  conveyance  operated  on  the  principle  of 
surrender  and  admittance,  the  grantor  abandoning,  and  the 
grantee  receiving  his  right  because  of  his  newly  acquired  posses- 
sion. A  sale  of  'a  possessory  right  on  public  land  was  an  un- 
equivocal sign  of  intent  to  relinquish  on  the  grantor's  part,  and 
hence  was  evidence  of.  an  abandonment.^^ 

To-day,  possessory  rights  on  public  land  have  (under  the  "free 
development*'  theory)  been  so  far  raised  into  the  dignity  of  real 
estate  ^'  that  a  sale  will,  if  in  writing  so  as  to  satisfy  the  statute 
of  frauds,  operate  as  a  transmission  of  title,  like  any  other  con- 
veyance, without  loss  of  priority.  But  still  the  old  view  has  some 
survival  where  the  sale  is  by  parol,  or  by  faulty  deed.  Such  a 
sale,  so  far  as  the  old  rule  has  survived,  is  not  inoperative.  It 
constitutes  an  abandonment  on  the  part  of  the  grantor,  and  the 
creation  of  a  new  right  in  the  grantee  as  a  new  appropriator  by 
actual  diversion.  Priority  is  lost.  Such  a  sale  does  not  operate 
as  an  abandonment,  however,  until  completed  by  putting  the 
grantee  in  possession.  The  mere  attempt  to  abandon  (or  an  un- 
successful attempt  at  a  parol  sale)  is  not  enough  without  the 
actual  relinquishment  of  possession.^^ 

The  rule  is,  however,  but  a  curious  survival  of  "ancient'*  law 
before  possessory  rights  on  the  public  domain  came  to  be  recog- 
nized as  freehold  estates.  It  properly  has  no  ground  for  exist- 
ence to-day. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  673.  Failure  of  Diligence  in  Oonstmction  Work. — ^An  ap- 
propriator seeking  the  benefit  of  the  doctrine  of  relation  loses  the 

11  Supra,  sec.  37  et  seq.  of  a  mining  ditch,   who   took  water 

12  Supra,  sec.  555;  Black  v.  Elk-  therefrom  for  irrigation,  by  leasing 
horn  Min.  Co.,  163  U.  S.  445,  16  Sup.  their  interest  therein,  abandoned  their 
Ct.  Rep.  1101,  41  L.  Ed.  221,  18  Morr.  irrigation  rights  in  the  ditch.  Davis 
Min.  Rep.  375.  v.   Chamberlain,  51  Or.  304,  98  Pac. 

18  Supra,  sees.  89  et  seq.,   283   et  154. 

seq.  Sale  is  evidence  of  an  abandonment. 

14  The  cases  are  cited,  supra,  sec.  Miller  v.  Wheeler   (1909),  54  Wash. 

555.  420    103  Pac.  641,  23  L.  R.  A.,  N.  8., 

Compare  the  following:  The  owners  10C5. 
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benefit  of  that  doctrine  if  he  fails  to  use  diligence  in  building  his 
ditches  and  other  construction  work.  But  this  is  not  a  question 
of  abandonment.  It  is  matter  precedent  showing  that  no  right 
was  ever  obtained  against  the  other  claimant  who  has  performed 
the  requisite  formalities."^  The  two  principles  should  be  kept 
distinct.  That  this  does  not  rest  on  abandonment  is  shown  by  the 
rule  that  the  failure  of  diligence  is  immaterial  if  the  diversion  and 
use  are  nevertheless  completed  before  others  intervene.^*  The 
matter  has  already  been  discussed  at  length.^^ 


B.    FOBPBITTJBE. 
(3a  ed.) 

§  674.  Failure  to  Comply  With  Statute  in  Uaking  an  Appro- 
priation.— Section  1419  of  the  Civil  Code  of  California  is  as  fol- 
lows: **  Forfeiture.  A  failure  to  comply  with  such  rules  deprives 
the  claimants  of  the  right  to  the  use  of  the  water  as  against  a  sub- 
sequent claimant  who  complies  therewith."  The  rules  mentioned 
are  those  governing  how  an  appropriation  is  to  be  made."* 

We  have  already  discussed  the  cases  construing  this  section,  the 
result  being  seen  that  the  word  ** claimants"  here  used  means  only 
those  who  are  engaged  in  the  preparatory  work,  and  seek  the 
benefit  <jf  the  doctrine  of  relation.  It  does  not  apply  to  an  ap- 
propriator  by  actual  diversion,^®  and  the  section  ceases  to  be  ap- 
plicable after  an  appropriation  is  once  completed.  A  completed 
appropriation  is  hence  not  within  that  section,  and  so  there  is  not, 
by  this  section,  any  statutory  forfeiture  of  a  right  once  acquired, 
as  distinguished  from  abandonment,  in  those  States  where  this 
section  is  copied.^® 


15  Nevada  etc.  Co.  v.  Kidd,  37  Cal. 
282. 

16  Wells  V.  Mantes,  99  Cal.  583,  34 
Pac.  324. 

17  Sujjra,  sec.  364  et  seq. 

17a  Cal.  Stats.  1911,  c.  406,  devoted 
to  power  uses,  contains  the  following 
in  section  4:  "All  water  or  the  use 
of  water  which  has  been  heretofore 
appropriated  and  which  has  not  been 
put,  or  which  has  ceased  to  be  put 
to  some  useful  or  beneficial  purpose, 
or  which  is  not  now  in  process  of 
being  put  to  some  useful  or  bene- 
ficial purpose  with  due  diligence  in 
proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
work  necessary  properly  to  utilize  for 


the  purpose  of  such  appropriation 
such  water  or  such  use  of  water,  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  unappropri- 
ated." 

18  De  Necochea  v.  Curtis,  80  Cal. 
397,  20  Pac.  563,  22  Pac.  198;  Wells 
V.  Mantes,  99  Cal.  583,  34  Pac.  324; 
supra,  sec.  364  et  seq. 

19  "The  title  to  the  water  does  not 
arise  as  we  have  intimated  before, 
from  the  manifestation  of  a  purpose 
to  take,  but  from  the  effectual  prosecu- 
tion of  that  purpose.  This  prosecu- 
tion, therefore,  is  a  necessary  element 
of  a  title,  and  the  negation  of  this, 
the  abandonment  of  the  purpose,  is  not 
80  much  matter  in  avoidance  of  title. 
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Such,  also,  would  seem  to  be  the  case  under  those  water  codes 
which  (as  already  discussed)^  include  the  actual  application  of 
the  water  to  a  beneficial  use  within  a  stated  time  as  a  prerequisite 
to  the  issuance  of  a  license.  A  failure  to  make  such  application 
of  the  water  would  have  the  result  that  no  water-right  was  com- 
pleted, rather  than  that  a  completed  one  was  forfeited.^*'  It  is 
held  that  even  the  time  limit  so  specified  does  not  work  a  for- 
feiture unless  the  State  Engineer  or  the  statute  expressly  so  de- 
clares.^ 


(3cl  ed.) 

§  676.  Smith  v.  Hawkins. — If  there  is  any  such  thing  as  for- 
feiture of  a  water-right,  as  distinguished  from  abandonment,  it 
rests,  in  California,  on  Civil  Code,  section  1411,  as  construed  in 
Smith  V.  Hawkins.^  The  distinction  in  principle  would  be  a  loss 
of  the  right  in  invitum,  as  distinguished  from  a  voluntary  act. 
Where  mere  nonuser  and  no  other  important  evidence,  the  jury 
have  difficulty  in  saying  when  that  continuance  of  nonuser  is  un- 
reasonable. In  Smith  v.  Hawkins,  the  difficulty  is  cut  short  at 
the  end  of  five  years.  Nonuser  for  five  years  was  held  to  consti- 
tute a  loss  of  right  not  by  abandonment,  and  hence  irrespective  of 
intention,  but  by  forfeiture,  in  invitum.  This  relieves  the  jury  of 
a  difficult  question  of  fact,  but  it  is  an  entire  departure  from 
the  older  cases,  which  left  it  to  the  jury,  however  short  or  long 
the  time.  Smith  v.  Hawkins,  however,  is  such  a  clear  decision 
upon  the  point,  fixing  a  limit  of  five  years,  that,  though  open  to 
the  charge  of  judicial  legislation,^*  it  is  likely  to  be  followed. 
The  material  part  of  the  opinion  in  Smith  v.  Hawkins  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

**  Section  1411  of  the  Civil  Code  declares  that  the  appropriation 
must  be  for  some   useful  or   beneficial  purpose,  and   when  the 

the  United  States  district  court, 
affirmed  in  120  Cal.  86.  52  Pac.  139, 
19  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  243.  See,  also, 
Cal.  Stats.  1911,  c.  406,  sec.  4,  quoted 
in  the  preceding  section. 

24  "It  would  be  contradicting  a 
fundamental  principle  of  human  na- 
ture to  allow  no  effect  to  the  lapse  of 
time,  however  long,  yet  the  fixing  of 
a  definite  time  usuallj  belongs  to  the 
legislature  rather  than  the  courts.'' 
Holmes,  J.,  in  Missouri  v.  Illinois,  200 
U.  S.  520,  26  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  268,  50 
L.  Ed.  572. 


as  it  is  matter  showing  that  no  title 
was  ever  obtained."  Kimball  v.  Gear- 
hart,  12  Cal.  27,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
615. 

20  Supra,  sec.  420. 

21  See  supra,  sec.  395  et  seq.  Cf. 
Conley  v.  Dyer,  43  Colo.  22,  95  Pac. 
304;  Drach  v.  Isola  (Colo.  1910),  109 
Pac.  748. 

22  Pool  ▼.  Utah  etc.  Co.  (Utah),  105 
Pac.  289. 

23  110  Cal.  122,  42  Pac.  453.  The 
opinion  of  the  court  was  delivered  by 
Mr.  Justice  Van  Fleet,  now  judge  of 
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appropriator  or  his  successor  in  interest  ceases  to  use  it  for  such 
a  purpose,  the  right  ceases.  This  section  deals  with  the  forfeiture 
of  a  right  by  nonuser  alone.  We  say  nonuser,  as  distinguished 
from  abandonment.  If  an  appropriator  has,  in  fact,  abandoned 
his  right,  it  would  matter  not  for  how  long  a  time  he  had  ceased 
to  use  the  water,  for  the  moment  that  the  abandonment  itself  was 
complete,  his  rights  would  cease  and*  determine.  Upon  the  other 
hand,  he  may  have  leased  his  property,  and  paid  taxes  thereon, 
thus  negativing  the  idea  of  abandonment,  as  in  this  ease,  and  yet 
may  have  failed  for  many  years  to  make  any  beneficial  use  of  the 
water  he  has  appropriated.  The  question  presented,  therefore,  is 
not  one  of  abandonment,  but  one  of  nonuser  merely,  and,  as  such, 
involves  a  construction  of  section  1411  of  the  Civil  Code.  That 
section,  as  has  been  said,  makes  a  cessation  of  use  by  the  appro- 
priator work  a  forfeiture  of  his  right,  and  the  question  for  deter- 
mination is,  'How  long  must  this  nonuser  continue  before  the 
right  lapses!'^ 

*'Upon  this  point,  the  legislature  has  made  no  specific  declara- 
tion, but,  by  analogy,  we  hold  that  a  continuous  nonuser  for  five 
years  wiU  forfeit  his  right.  The  right  to  use  the  water  ceasing  at 
that  time,  the  rights  of  way  for  ditches  and  the  like,  which  are 
incidental  to  the  primary  right  of  use,  would  fall  also,  and  the 
servient  tenement  would  be  thus  relieved  from  the  servitude. 

**In  this  State  five  years  is  the  period  fixed  by  law  for  the  ripen- 
ing of  an  adverse  possession  into  prescriptive  title.  Five  years  is 
also  the  period  declared  by  law  after  which  a  prescriptive  right 
depending  upon  enjoyment  is  lost  for  nonuser;  and  for  analogous 
reasons  we  consider  it  to  be  a  just  and  proper  measure  of  time 
for  the  forfeiture  of  an  appropriator 's  right  for  a  failure  to  use 
the  water  for  a  beneficial  purpose. 

**  Considering  the  necessity  of  water  in  the  industrial  affairs  of 
this  State,  it  would  be  a  most  mischievous  perpetuity  which 
would  allow  one  who  has  made  an  appropriation  of  a  stream  to 
retain  indefinitely,  as  against  other  appropriators,  a  right  to  the 
waters  therein,  while  failing  to  apply  the  same  to  some  useful 
or  beneficial  purpose.  Though  during  the  suspension  of  his  use, 
other  persons  might  temporarily  utilize  the  water  unapplied  by 
him,  yet  no  one  could  afford  to  make  disposition  for  the  employ- 
es The  previous  cases  had  answered  the  jury  considered  unreasonable  un- 
this  question  by  saying  any  time  that      der  the  circumstances. 
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ment  of  the  same  involving  labor  or  expense  of  any  considerable 
moment,  when  liable  to  be  deprived  of  the  element  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  appropriator,  and  after  the  lapse  of  any  period  of  time, 
however  great. 

*'The  failure  of  plaintiffs  to  make  any  beneficial  use  of  the 
water  for  a  period  of  more  than  five  years  next  preceding  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  as  found  by  the  court,  results, 
from  what  has  been  said,  in  a  forfeiture  of  their  rights  as  appro- 
priators." 

Upon  a  second  appeal  it  was  said:  '*0n  the  former  appeal,  it 
appeared  from  the  findings  that  no  beneficial  use  had  been  made 
of  the  water  appropriated  through  plaintiffs*  ditch  for  a  period 
of  five  years  next  before  the  commencement  of  the  action;  and 
it  was  held  that  the  right  of  plaintiffs  and  their  grantor  to  the 
use  of  the  water  being  one  acquired  by  appropriation,  a  failure 
for  that  period  to  devote  the  water  to  a  useful  or  beneficial 
purpose  operated,  under  section  1411  of  the  Civil  Code,  to  work 
a  forfeiture  of  plaintiffs'  rights  thereto  for  nonuser,  as  against 
a  subsequent  appropriator";  and  it  was  further  held  on  the 
second  appeal,  **If  plaintiffs  could  forfeit  their  future  right  of 
appropriation  by  nonuser,  equally  will  they  be  held  to  forfeit  less 
than  the  whole  by  like  failure.  In  other  words,  the  necessary 
rei^t  of  the  principles  declared  on  that  appeal  is  that,  no  matter 
how  great  in  extent  the  original  quantity  may  have  been,  an 
appropriator  can  hold,  as  against  one  subsequent  in  right,  only 
the  maximum  quantity  of  water  which  he  shall  have  devoted  to 
a  beneficial  use  at  some  time  within  the  period  by  which  his 
right  would  otherwise  be  barred  for  nonuser.''^ 

In  a  case  in  the  Federal  court  ^  Smith  v.  Hawkins  was  con- 
sidered, but  as  less  than  five  years  of  nonuser  was  shown,  it  was 
held  unnecessary  to  pass  upon  that  case.  A  Nebraska  case 
seems  to  approve  Smith  v.  Hawkins.*  It  has  recently  been  cited 
with  approval,  though  not  actually  applied,  in  California.* 

The  statute  of  limitations  is  sometimes  referred  to  in  other 
cases  in  this  connection,  but  with  a  view  to  distinguishing  the 
principle  of  nonuser  alone  from  that  of  adverse  use;  that  is, 

1  Smith  V.  Hawkins,  120  Cal.  86,  52  4  Ladd  v.  Johnston  (1909),  156  Cal. 

Pac.  139,  19  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  243.  253,    104   Pac.    449,    nonuser   having 

a  Integral  etc.  Co.  v.  Altoona  etc  lasted  only  one  year;  Leavitt  v.  Las- 
Co.,  75  Fed.  379,  21  C.  C.  A.  409.  sen  In.  Co.,  157  Cal.  82,  106  Cal.  404. 

8  Farmers'    etc.    Co.    v.    Frank,    72 
Neb.  136,  100  N.  W.  286. 
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stating  that  the  limitation  period  applies  to  claims  of  adverse  use 
and  not  to  nonuser  at  all,  and  as  discouraging  claims  of  abandon- 
ment, rather  than  otherwise.  For  example:  *'Such  a  right  can- 
not be  lost  by  nonuser  alone  short  of  the  period  of  the  limitation 
of  actions  to  recover  real  property."*  Instead  of  enforcing 
forfeiture,  such  an  expression  is  in  derogation  thereof. 

Smith  V.  Hawkins  is  pretty  sure  to  be  followed  in  California. 
It  will  place  a  limit  of  five  years  on  the  right  to  hold  water  for 
future  needs  in  irrigation,®  an  important  result  of  the  case.  In 
other  States,  nonuser  of  water  held  for  future  needs  has  been 
allowed  to  go  on  for  ten  years  or  more,  without  loss  of  right,' 
in  the  absence  of  statute  specifying  a  shorter  time  in  which  the 
actual  use  must  be  accomplished. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  576.  Forfeiture  Under  Statutes. — ^In  Oregon  an  early  statute 
provided  that  when  a  ditch  is  abandoned  and  thereafter  for  one 
year  the  claimant  shall  cease  to  exercise  acts  of  ownership  over 
the  same,  he  shall  be  deemed  to  have  lost  all  claim  thereto.®  In 
Dodge  V.  Harden  •  it  was  found  that  there  was  no  intention  to 
abandon,  and  it  was  held  that  the  year  of  nonuser  was  not  alone 
enough;  that  the  statute  does  not  dispense  with  intent;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  preserves  the  right  for  a  year  after  that,  granting, 
so  to  speak,  an  extra  year  of  grace  to  the  abandoning  appro- 
priator,  and  is  hence  diametrically  opposed  to  Smith  v.  Hawkins 
instead  of  supporting  it.  The  court  said  it  would  be  necessary 
in  showing  loss  of  right  '*by  this  statute  to  show  first  that  he 
had  given  up  all  claims  to  it,  which  would  be  an  abandonment, 
and  then  that  after  such  abandonment  he  had  ceased  for  one 


5  People  V.  Farmers*  etc.  Co.,  25 
Colo.  202,  54  Pae.  626;  Alamosa  Co. 
V.  Xelsoii,  42  Colo.  140,  93  Pac.  1112. 
The  same  words  are  used  in  Dodge 
V.  Harden,  7  Or.  456,  1  Morr.  Min. 
Eep.  63,  from  which  this  expression  is 
evidently  borrowed  in  the  Colorado 
opinions. 

6  See  "Appropriation  for  Future 
Needs,"  supra,  sec.  483  et  seq. 

7  Ibid. 

8  Oregon  Comp.  Stats.  1887,  p. 
1639,  sec.  3833,  Act  Oct.  29,  1887,  sec. 
1,  being  section  7  of  the  act  relating 
to  mines  and  mining  claims,  page  685: 
"Whenever  any  person^  company^    or 


corporation,  being  the  owner  or  propri- 
etor of  any  ditch,  flume  or  water-right, 
have  or  shall  abandon  the  same,  and 
who  shall  for  one  year  thereafter 
cease  to  exercise  ownership  over  said 
water-right,  ditch  or  flume,  and  every 
company,  corporation  or  person  who 
shall  remove  from  this  State,  with  in- 
tent or  purpose  to  change  his  or  their 
residence,  and  shall  remain  absent  one 
year  without  using  or  exercising  own- 
ership over  such  water-right,  ditch  or 
flume,  by  a  legally  authorieed  agent, 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  lost  all  title, 
claim  or  interest  therein." 
»  7  Or.  457,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  63. 


{576 


Ch.25.    LOSS  OP  EIGHT. 


(3decl.)  619 


year  to  exercise  any  acts  of  ownership  over  it/'  It  thus,  instead 
of  providing  forfeiture,  weakens  even  the  rule  of  abandonment 
by  providing  a  year  of  grace  not  elsewhere  given.^^  In  Noland 
V.  Coon  ^^  the  Oregon  statute  referred  to  in  Dodge  v.  Harden 
was  enforced,  an  intent  to  abandon  being  shown  to  coexist  with 
the  one  year  (and  more)  of  nonuser,  and  likewise  in  another 
case  where  a  ditch  was  destroyed  and  filled  up  by  a  landslide 
and  not  used  again  to  take  out  water  for  ten  years,  it  was  held 
an  abandonment  within  the  Oregon  act.**  This  Oregon  act  is 
frequently  referred  to  as  providing  forfeiture  as  distinguished 
from  abandonment,  but  such  reference  is  not  correct,  as  it  thus 
provides  grace  instead  of  forfeiture,  and  has  no  force  in  the  direc- 
tion of  forfeiture. 

The  recent  statutes  and  water  codes  usually  contain  a  definite 
period  of  time  after  .which  nonuse  causes  loss  of  right.  The 
earliest  of  these  is  the  Wyoming  law  of  1888,*'  providing  that 
nonuser  for  two  years  (now  extended  to  five  years)  **  "shall 
be  deemed  an  abandonment.**  This  has  been  held  not  to  apply 
where  such  failure  results  from  the  unlawful  diversion  of  another. 
It  means  a  voluntary  failure.*^  A  Utah  statute  *®  contained  the 
same  provision  as  section  1411  of  the  California  Civil  Code,  add- 
ing that  when  one  **  ceases  to  use  the  water  for  a  period  of  seven 
years  the  right  ceases;  but  questions  of  abandonment  shall  be 
questions  of  fact  and  shall  be  determined  as  other  questions  of 
fact."  So  far  as  this  section  has  been  before  the  court,  the 
court  has  always  considered  it  from  the  view  of  intention  and 
abandonment;  not  of  forfeiture.*^ 


10  In  a  later  Oregon  case  it  is  said: 
"The  right  to  the  use  of  water  by  non- 
user  alone  cannot  be  deemed  forfeited 
short  of  the  period  prescribed  by  the 
statute  of  limitations  for  real  actions. 
Dodge  V.  Marden,  7  Or.  456,  1  Morr. 
Min.  Bep.  63.  But  such  right  may 
become  extinguished  by  any  act  show- 
ing an  intent  to  surrender  or  aban- 
don the  right,  after  which,  if  the  per- 
son having  the  right  ceases  its  use 
for  one  year,  his  interest  is  lost." 
Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac. 
732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728. 

n  1  Alaska,  36. 

12  Iflon  V.  Nelson  Min.  Co.,  47  Fed, 
199. 

13  Bev.  Stats.,  sec.  895. 


14  Infra. 

IB  Morris  v.  Bean,  146  Fed.  434. 

18  Now  substantially  Laws  1905,  c. 
108,  sec.  53,  and  same  in  Stats.  1907. 
See  Comp.  Laws,  1907,  sec.  1288x23. 

17  Stalling  V.  Ferrin,  7  Utah,  477, 
27  Pac.  686;  GUI  v.  Malan,  29  Utah, 
431,  82  Pac.  471;  Promontory  etc.  Co. 
▼.  Argile,  28  Utah,  398,  79  Pac.  47. 
In  the  last  case,  the  nonuser  did  not 
continue  for  seven  years  consecuUvely ; 
otherwise  the  result,  perhaps,  might 
have  been  different. 

A  Montana  statute  contains  the 
same  provision.  Mont.  Civ.  Code.  sec. 
1881. 
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Seven  years  of  nonuser  causes  loss  of  right  in  Utah ;  ^®  five  in 
Wyoming  ^»  and  Idaho ;  ^  four  in  New  Mexico ;  ^^  three  in  North 
Dakota  ^  and  South  Dakota ;  ^  two  years  in  Oklahoma.^* 

Such  statutes  as  these  will  probably  be  construed  in  the  light 
of  Smith  V.  Hawkins,  as  providing  for  forfeiture  in  invitumy 
regardless  of  intent  not  to  abandon.  They  preserve  the  posses- 
sory test  (possession  of  the  stream  with  a  bona  fide  intent)  for  a 
definite  period  of  years,  but  not  after  that. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  677.    Transitionary  State  of  the  Law. — ^The   evolutionary 

condition  of  the  law  of  appropriation  at  the  present  time  from 
a  possessory  system  to  one  based  upon  a  specific  use  is  shown 
markedly  in  the  present  matter.  Arising  upon  the  public  domain 
(to  which,  in  California,  it  remains  confined)  as  a  possessory 
right  (though  turned  into  a  freehold  by  the  act  of  1866),  it  took 
on  the  characteristic  features  of  a  system  based  upon  possession 
of  the  natural  resource,  or  a  portion  of  its  flow.  Actual  diversion 
(the  taking  of  possession)  created  the  right;  capacity  of  ditch 
(the  amount  in  possession)  measured  the  right;  changes  were  per- 
mitted, the  possession  being  independent  of  place  or  character  of 
use.  Beneficial  use  was  represented  by  the  requirement  of  a  bona 
fide  intention;  and,  as  concerns  loss  of  right,  the  right  remained 
until  possession  was  relinquished  with  actual  intention  to  abandon.* 
The  law  of  abandonment  of  appropriative  rights  is  based  upon 
this  possessory  origin  of  the  law,  concerned  more  with  relinquish- 
ment of  possession  than  with  failure  of  use. 

To-day,  as  we  have*  frequently  pointed  out,  the  law  of  appro- 
priation is  undergoing  a  change  in  which  possession  of  the  stream 
or  of  its  flow  is  ceasing  to  be  important,  and  beneficial  use  is 


18  stats.,  «t»pra. 

i»  Wyo.  Stats.  1905,  p.  36;  Stats. 
1907,  p.  138,  sec.  12;  formerly  two 
years  in  Stats.  1888,  c.  55,  sec.  14, 
Rev.  Stats.,  sec.  895. 

20  Idaho  Stats.  1905,  p.  27;  but  see 
Stats.  1907,  p.  507,  providing  that 
this  shaU  not  apply  to  the  doctrine  of 
"annual  increase"  or  "appropriation 
for  future  needs."     Supra,  sec.  483. 

21  N.  M.  Stats.  1905,  p.  270,  sec. 
5;  Stats.  1907,  p.  71;  Hagerman  etc. 
Co.  V.  McMurray  (N.  M.),  113  Pac. 
823. 


22  N.  D.  Stats.  1905,  c.  34,  sec.  48; 
formerly  four  years.  Rev.  Codes, 
1905,  sec.  765. 

23  S.  D.  Stats.  1907,  p.  373,  sec.  46; 
formerly  two  years  in  Stats.  1905,  p. 
201,  c.  132,  sec.  45. 

24  Okl.  Stats.  1905,  p.  274,  c.  21, 
sec.  28.  Two  years  in  Kansas  in  some 
cases.  See  Gen.  Laws,  1909,  sees. 
4430,  4442. 

25  See  cross-references,  supra,  see. 
139. 
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becoming  very  important.  This  has  been  affecting  the  law  of 
loss  of  right.  The  first  step  away  from  the  possessory  test  of  loss 
of  right  was  in  the  above  matter,  fixing  a  definite  number  of  years 
of  nonuse  after  which  retention  of  possession  of  the  flow  ceased 
to  be  a  consideration;  five  years  in  California  and  from  two  to 
five  years  under  recent  water  codes ;  being  the  introduction  of  for- 
feiture as  just  considered. 

A  still  further  step  is  now  well  under  way,  looking  almost  solely 
to  beneficial  use  at  time  of  controversy.  As  considered  under  the 
question  of  beneficial  use,^  the  decisions  and  statutes  to-day  are 
making  ''beneficial  use  the  baais,  the  measure  and  the  limit  of  the 
right,*'  whether  the  time  during  which  possession  has  been  held 
without  use  has  been  reasonable  or  unreasonable,  or  whether  it  has 
exceeded  the  statutory  number  of  years,  or  not.  For  a  further 
consideration  of  this  latest  phase  the  reader  is  referred  to  another 
place.^  Yet  it  is  not  clear  that  the  law  should  wholly  disregard  the 
allowance  of  a  reasonable  time  during  which  possession,  though  in 
nonuse,  may  be  held;  nor  is  it  clear  that  the  courts  can,  if  they 
would,  wholly  disregard  the  retention  of  possession,  though  with- 
out use,  for  a  fixed  period  of  years,  when  such  period  is  allowed 
by  statute. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  678.  Conclusions  Begarding  Abandonment  and  Forfeiture. — 
As  accurate  conclusions  of  the  present  state  of  the  law  as  the 
writer  can  form  are  as  follows: 

(a)  Abandonment,  strictly  speaking,  occurs  only  where  there 
has  been  an  actual  relinquishment  of  possession  of  the  flow,  and 
an  intention  that  the  relinquishment  be  permanent.  Nonuser  is 
evidence  of  such  intention,  but  must  continue  for  an  unreasona- 
ble time  before  it  alone  shows  such  intention.  Per  contra,  during 
a  reasonable  time,  the  right  to  the  flow  to  the  capacity  of  the  ditch 
(the  amount  in  possession)  is  not  lost  by  abandonment  where  there 
is  nothing  but  nonuser  to  show  an  intention  to  abandon,  and  what 
is  a  reasonable  time  is  a  question  of  fact  in  each  case. 

(b)  By  the  introduction  of  the  principle  of  forfeiture  in  most 
States,  the  foregoing  becomes  true  only  for  a  fixed  period  (usually 
from  two  to  five  years)   after  which  no  intention  to  abandon  is 

26  Supra,  Bee.  473  et  seq.  i  See    cross-references,    supra,    sec 

139. 
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be  specially  pleaded.^*  It  has  also  been  held,  however,  provable 
by  plaintiff  under  a  general  allegation  of  ownership.^^*  To  support 
a  plea  of  prescription  or  estoppel  there  must  be  a  finding  of  some 
definite  quantity  diverted.^^ 


sequent  use  is  established;  but  no  evi- 
dence was  offered  showing  an  earlier 
use.  Having  established  these  facts, 
he  made  a  pri7na  facie  showing  of  ad- 
verse user;  and,  this  having  been  es- 
tablished, the  burden  of  showing  that 
such  user  was  not  a  substantial  inter- 
ference with  the  rights  of  others  was 
thereby  shifted  to  the  parties  ques- 
tioning such  claim."  Hough  v.  Por- 
ter, 51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac. 
1083,  102  Pac.  728;  Gardner  v. 
Wright,  49  Or.  609,  628,  91  Pac.  286. 

19  Since  actual  title  passes  to  the 
adverse  claimant,  he  should,  on  prin- 
ciple, it  would  seem,  be  allowed  to 
relj  thereon  by  a  general  allegation 
of  ownership,  if  a  plaintiff ,  or  a  general 
denial  of  plaintiff's  ownership,  if  a 
defendant.  But  the  weight  of  author- 
ity that  the  writer  has,  supports  the 
text  strongly  as  to  the  pleading  of 
the  defendant  though  less  strongly  as 
to  the  pleading  of  plaintiff. 

Defendant  must  plead  title  by  ad- 
verse use  affirmatively  in  order  to  rely 
thereon.  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69  Gal.  255^ 
at  267,  10  Pac.  674;  American  W.  Co. 
V.  Bradford,  27  Cal.  361,  15  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  190;  Matthew  7,  Ferrea, 
45  Cal.  51;  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69  CaL 
269,  10  Pac.  674;  McKeohn  v.  North- 
ern Pac.  Ry.-,  45  Fed.  464;  State  v. 
Quantic,  37  Mont.  32,  94  Pac.  491, 
quoting  and  relying  on  the  first  edi- 
tion of  this  book,  page  278.  Also  the 
following  cases  semble:  Alhambra  etc. 
Water  Co.  v.  Richardson,  72  Cal.  598, 
14  Pac.  379 ;  Montgomery  v.  Locke,  72 
Cal.  76,  13  Pac.  401;  Chauvet  v.  Hill, 
93  Cal.  407,  28  Pac.  1066;  ChurchiU 
v.  Louie,  135  Cal.  611,  67  Pac.  1052; 
Montecito  W.  Co.  v.  Santa  Barbara, 
144  Cal.  596,  77  Pac.  1113.  He  may 
plead  it  simply  by  name  and  reference 
to  the  statute  of  limitations  (Par- 
tridge V.  Shepard,  71  Cal.  470,  12 
Pac.  480;  Alhambra  etc.  Water  Co. 
V.  Richardson,  72  Cal.  598,  14  Pac. 
379.  See  Churchill  v.  Louie,  135  Cal. 
608,  67  Pac.  1052;  Cal.  Civ.  Code, 
p.  458) ;  but  if  he  chooses  to  al- 
lege  the  facts   showing  adverse  use, 


he  will  be  held  strictly  to  allegation 
of  all  necessary  requisites.  Ibid.  The 
writer  has  no  Western  holding  that 
defendant  may  show  title  by  adverse 
use  under  a  general  denial,  though 
such  decisions  may  exist. 

As  to  plaintiff's  pleading,  however 
(complaint  or  declaration),  it  is  held 
that  a  general  allegation  of  own- 
ership suffices.  Gillespie  v.  Jones, 
17  Cal.  259;  Montecito  W.  Go.  v. 
Santa  Barbara,  144  Cal.  578,  77  Pac 
1113;  Sullivan  v.  Dunphy,  4  Mont. 
505.  But  it  has  also  been  held  to 
the  contrary,  and  that  plaintiff,  like 
defendant,  must  specifically  allege  the 
title  by  adverse  use.  Lick  v.  Diaz, 
30  Cal.  65;  Heintzen  v.  Binninger,  79 
Cal.  5,  21  Pac.  377.  See,  also,  Gal. 
Civ.  Code,,  sec.  458,  and  Winter  v. 
Winter,  8  Nev.  129.  See  this  case 
commented  on  in  State  v.  Quantic, 
8upra.  At  all  events,  if  plaintiff 
ehooses  to  allege  the  facts  showing  his 
adverse  use,  he,  like  the  defendant, 
will  be  held  to  a  strict  allegation  of 
all  requisites  (IbicL),  expecting  that 
he  need  not  allege  payment  of  taxes. 
Ball  V.  Nichols,  73  Gal.  193,  14  Pac. 
831. 

Most  of  the  cases  above  cited  dealt 
with  water-rights,  but  some  with  lands. 
Possibly  a  distinction  may  exist  in 
that,  strictly  speaking,  one  "pre- 
scribes" only  for  incorporeal  heredit- 
aments, while  he  claims  land  strictly 
under  the  statute  of  limitations;  in 
the  former  case,  relying  .on  the  his- 
torical fiction  of  presumption  of  grant 
from  immemorial  use  (now  shortened 
by  analogy,  but  by  analogy  only,  to 
the  period  of  limitations  for  real  es- 
tate) ;  while  in  the  latter  relying 
strictly  on  the  statute  as  having 
barred  all  possible  claim  against  him, 
so  as  to  leave  him  in  the  position  of 
an  owner;  a  historical  difference  in 
theory,  though  reaching  the  same  re- 
sult. 

20  Montecito  etc.  Co.  v.  Santa  Bar- 
bara, 144  Cal.  578,  77  Pac.  1113. 

21  Hayes  v.  Silver  Creek  etc*  Co., 
136  Cal.  240,  68  Pac.  704. 
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A  right  obtained  by  prescription  may  itself,  in  turn,  be  lost  by 
adverse  use  later,  or  in  other  ways  of  loss  of  right.^  In  one 
case  ^  it  is  said  that  an  adverse  use  of  land  does  not  necessarily 
carry  with  it  water  used  theVeon,  if  there  is  no  adverse  use  of 
the  water.  This  would  seem  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  rule  that 
the  water-right  usually  passes  as  an  appurtenance  to  the  land.^^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  680.  Effect  of  Adverse  Use  or  Prescription. — ^It  is  said  that 
a  grant  will  be  presumed  to  have  been  made  to  the  adverse  claim- 
ant.^ The  rule  is  thus  stated  in  Smith  v.  Hawkins:^  "One  who 
claims  a  right  by. prescription  must  use  the  water  continuously, 
uninterruptedly  and  adversely  for  a  period  of  five  years,  after 
which  time  the  law  will  conclusively  presume  an  antecedent  grant 
to  him  of  his  asserted  right."  The  rule  is  stated  in  substantially 
the  same  terms  in  Yankee  Jim's  Union  Water  CJo.  v.  Crary,^  say- 
ing: *'The  right  of  the  first  appropriator  may  be  lost,  in  whole  or  in 
some  limited  portions,  by  the  adverse  possession  of  another.  And 
when  such  person  has  had  the  continued,  uninterrupted  and  adverse 
enjoyment  of  the  watercourse  or  of  some  portion  of  it  during  the 
period  limited  by  the  statute  of  limitations  for  entry  upon  lands, 
the  law  will  presume  a  grant  of  the  right  so  held  and  enjoyed 
by  him." 8 

The  supposed  grant,  however,  is  merely  a  fiction  of  the  law.  It 
is  not  a  reward  of  adverse  diligence,  but  a  punishment  for  delay; 
the  law  will  not  look  into  stale  demands.    The  result  is  that  title 


22  City  of  Los  Angeles  v.  Pomeroy, 
125  Cal.  420,  58  Pac.  69;  Gardner  v. 
Wright,  49  Or.  609,  91  Pac.  286. 

Mere  nonuse  for  five  years  will  ex- 
tinguish  a  servitude  acquired  by  en- 
joyment. Cal.  Civ.  Code,  811.  This 
applies  to  a  ditch.  Los  Angeles  v. 
Pomeroy,  125  Cal.  420,  427,  58  Pac. 
69;  Smith  v.  Hawkins,  110  Cal.  122, 
127,  42  Pac.  453  (dictum).  Quaere, 
whether  this  applies  to  a  water-right 
acquired  by  adverse  use.  It  woul^ 
seem  not,  since  a  water-right  is  not  a 
servitude.  Title  to  land  acquired  by 
adverse  possession  is  not  lost  by  mere 
nonuse. 

Compare  Strong  v.  Baldwin  (1908), 

154  Cal.  150,  129  Am.  St.  Rep.  149, 

97  Pac.  178,  as  to  nonuse  not  ending 

a   prescriptive   right   where   claimant 

Water  Righta — 40 


ceased  to  use  it  personally  and  licensed 
use  to  another  on  his  behalf  as  agent. 

23  Alta  Land  Co.  v.  Hancock,  85 
Cal.  219,  20  Am.  St.  Bep.  217,  24 
Pac.  645. 

24  Supra,  see.  550  et  seq. 

25  Turner  v.  Tuolumne  etc.  Co.,  25 
Cal.  397,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  107 ;  Yan- 
kee Jim  etc.  Co.  v.  Crary,  25  Cal.  504, 
85  Am.  Dec.  145,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
196;  American  Co.  v.  Bradford,  27 
Cal.  360,  15  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  190; 
Faulkner  v.  Bondoni,  104  Cal.  140,  37 
Pac.  883. 

1  110  Cal.  120,  42  Pac.  453. 

2  25  Cal.  509,  85  Am.  Dec.  145,  1 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  196. 

3  Yankee  Jim's  Union  Water  Co.  v. 
Crary,  25  Cal.  509,  85  Am.  Dec.  145, 
1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  196.  Accord, 
Evans  t.  Ross  (Cal.),  8  Pac.  88. 
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passes  in  either  yiew.^  Actual  title  passes,  such  as  will  support 
an  action  to  quiet  title,*  or  which  can  be  proved  under  a  general 
allegation  of  ownership.^  The  continuance  of  the  use  is  hence 
no  longer  a  cause  of  action  as  a  ccftitinuing  trespass^  The  title 
once  acquired  is  as  complete  as  any  other.* 

The  question  of  priority  as  concerns  a  right  obtained  by  adverse 
use  has  not  arisen,  but  seems  a  point  that  may  well  give  difficulty. 
On  the  presumed  grant  theory,  the  newly-acquired  right  would 
retain  the  priority  of  the  original  appropriation,  as  a  grant  in 
writing  transmits  the  right  without  loss  of  priority.  But  if  that 
fiction  is  laid  aside,  it  would  seem  that  the  adverse  use  gives  a 
right  only  from  the  start  of  the  adverse  use,  as  a  new  appropriator 
by  actual  diversion,  as  in  the  case  of  a  parol  sale.*  It  has  been 
said  that  the  right  obtained  by  adverse  use  dated  only  from  the 
first  adverse  diversioh,^^  and  that  **  where  a  right  rests  upon  the 
statute  of  limitations,  'the  disseisor  acquires  a  new  title  founded 
on  the  disseisin.    He  does  not  acquire  or  succeed  to  the  title  and 


*  Alhambra  etc.  Water  Co.  v.  Bich- 
ardflon,  72  Gal.  598,  14  Pac.  379;  CaL 
Civ.  Code,  1007;  Woodward  v.  Paris, 
109  Cal.  12,  41  Pac.  781;  Strong  v. 
Baldwin,  154  Cal.  150,  129  Am.  St. 
Rep.  149,  97  Pac.  178. 

s  Bashore  v.  Mooney,  4  CaL  App. 
276,  87  Pac.  553. 

6  Montecito  etc.  Co.  v.  Santa  Bar- 
bara, 144  Cal.  578,  594,  77  Pac.  1113. 
Also  to  the  effect  that  not  only  is  the 
remedy  barred,  but  title  actually 
passes,  Wutchumna  etc.  Co.  ▼.  Ragle, 
148  Cal.  759,  84  Pac.  162. 

^  Patterson  v.  Ft.  Lyon  etc.  Co., 
36  Colo.  175,  84  Pac.  807.  But  in 
Henshaw  v.  Salt  River  etc.  Co.,  9 
Ariz.  418^  84  Pac.  908,  an  action  was 
allowed  after  the  prescriptive  period 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  contin- 
uing trespass  and  only  right  of  action 
for  past  diversion  was  Imrred,  which 
would  nullify  the  rule  of  adverse  use 
entirely. 

The  injuries  to  land  from  water 
seeping  from  a  properly  constructed 
irrigation  ditch  which  is  intended  to 
be  permanent  constitutes  a  single  cause 
of  action,  and  as  affected  by  the  stat- 
utes of  limitations  accrues  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  injury.  Middelkamp 
V.  Bessemer  etc.  Co.  (1909),  46  Colo. 
102,  103  Pac.  280,  23  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S., 


795.  Likewise  all  cause  of  action 
from  flooding  is  barred  at  the  end  of 
the  statutory  period,  not  from  th6 
completion  of  the  structure,  but  from 
the  first  injury.  Gulf  Ry.  Co.  v. 
Moseley  (Ind.  Ter.),  161  Fed.  72; 
88  C.  C.  A.  236;  Greeley  Irr.  Co.  v. 
Von  Trotha  (Colo.),  108  Pac.  985. 

8  "No  principle  of  law  is  better  es- 
tablished than  that,  when  title  is  once 
acquired  by  adverse  possession  for  the 
statutory  period,  such  title  remains  in 
the  person  so  acquiring  it  as  com- 
pletely as  if  conveyed  to  him  by  deed 
from  the  owner.  (Citing  Joy  v. 
Stump,  14  Or.  361,  12  Pac.  929.) 
Therefore,  after  the  title  by  such  pos- 
session became  complete,  no  interrup- 
tions were  of  any  avail  to  plaintiffs, 
unless  actual,  open,  exclusive,  continu- 
ous, and  adverse,  under  claim  of  own- 
ership for  the  statutory  period.** 
Gardner  v.  Wright,  49  Or.  609,  91 
Pac.  286,  citing  B.  &  C.  Comp.  Stats., 
sec.  4;  Pearson  v.  Drvden,  28  Or.  350, 
43  Pac.  166;  Oregon  Con.  Co.  v.  Allen 
Ditch  Co.,  41  Or.  209,  93  Am.  St.  Rep. 
701,  69  Pac.  455. 

0  Supra,  sec.  555. 

10  Lavery  v.  Arnold,  36  Or.  84,  57 
Pac.  906,  58  Pac.  524 ;  Oregon  etc.  Co. 
v.  Allen  etc.  Co.,  41  Or.  209,  93  Am. 
St.  Rep.  701,  69  Pac.  455. 
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estate  of  the  disseisee,  but  is  vested  with  a  new  title  and  estate 
founded  on  and  springing  from  the  disseisin.'  "^^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  681.  Extent. — The  extent  of  the  use  during  the  prescriptive 
period  limits  the  right."  Citing  other  authorities  it  is  said:" 
''The  principle  declared  \>j  these  authorities  is  that  the  rights  of 
a  party  who  has  acquired  a  prescriptive  title,  and  the  rights  of 
one  against  whom  said  title  is  acquired,  are  mutual,  and.  each  is 
entitled  to  demand  that  the  prescriptive  right  be  exercised  in  the 
same  manner  that  it  was  exercised  while  it  was  being  acquired." 
Adverse  use  for  watering  of  stock  alone  could  gain  a  right  only 
to  the  extent  of  the  use,  and  it  would  not  confer  any  right  to  the 
additional  use  of  water  for  the  irrigation  of  land.^* 

Where  plaintiff  constructed  an  irrigation  ditch  across  defendants' 
land,  plaintiff  could  acquire  a  prescriptive  right  to  use  and  main- 
tain the  ditch  for  the  specific  purpose  of  conveying  a  given  quan- 
tity of  water  while  defendants  at  the  same  time  were  using  a 
portion  of  the  same  ditch  to  convey  a  separate  distinct  quantity 
of  water,  plaintiff's  prescriptive  right  being  limited  to  his  use  as 
measured  by  the  quantity  of  his  water  carried  through  the  ditch." 
Consequently  the  prescriptive  right  may  be  for  only  a  limited 
amount  of  water  in  a  ditch,"  and  the  person  against  whom  it  is 
acquired  may  use  the  property  himself  in  any  manner  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  right  thus  limited.*'' 

Not  only  is  the  right  limited  by  the  use,  but  conversely  the  right 
is  coextensive  with  the  use  during  the  prescriptive  period  and  can- 
not thereafter  be  restricted  by  the  former  owner,  as,  for  example. 


11  Alhambra  etc.  V^Tater  Co.  v.  Rich- 
ardson, 72  Cal.  598,  608,  14  Pac.  379. 

12  Burns  v.  People's  Ditch  Co.,  104 
Cal.  248,  37  Pae.  922 ;  Hall  v.  Carter, 
33  Tex.  Civ.  App.  230,  77  S.  W.  19; 
North  Fork  Co.  v.  Edwards,  121  Cal. 
662,  54  Pac.  69;  Smith  v.  Hampshire, 
4  Cal.  App.  8,  87  Pac.  224;  Knight  v. 
Cohen,  7  Cal.  App.  43,  93  Pac.  396; 
Chessman  v.  Hale,  31  Mont.  577,  79 
Pac.  256,  68  L.  R.  A.  410,  13  Ann. 
Cas.  1038;  Norman  v.  Corbley,  32 
Mont.  195,  79  Pac.  1059;  Smith  v. 
Logan,  18  Nev.  149,  1  Pac.  678; 
Boynton  v.  Longley,  19  Nev.  69,  3 
Am.  St.  Rep.  781,  6  Pac.  437;  Church 
V.  Stillwell,  12  Colo.  App.  43,  54  Pac. 
395;  Mason  v.  Yearwood  (Wash.),  108 


Pac.    608;    White   T.   White    (1906), 
App.  Cas.  72  (Eng.). 

18  Wutchumna  etc.  Co.  v.  Ragle,  148 
Cal.  759,  84  Pac.  165.  See,  also, 
Logan  V.  Guichard  (Cal.  1911),  114 
Pac.  989. 

14  Duckworth  v.  Watsonville  etc.  Co., 
150  Cal.  520,  89  Pac.  338;  Same  v. 
Same,  158  Cal.  206,  110  Pac.  927. 

15  Smith  y.  Hampshire,  4  Cal.  App. 
8,  87  Pac.  224. 

18  Bashore  v.  Moonej,  4  Cal.  App. 
276,  87  Pac.  553. 

17  Hoyt  V.  Hart,  149  Cal.  722,  87 
Pac.  569.  See,  also,  Oliver  v.  Burnett, 
10  Cal.  App.  403,  102  Pac.  223;  Stock 
V.  ntv  of  Hill«dale  (1909),  155  Mich. 
375,  119  N.  W.  438;  Union  Min.  Co. 
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a  right  acquired  by  prescription  cannot  be  restricted  by  requir- 
ing notice  to  be  given  in  advance  when  use  is  made,  where  such 
notice  was  not  given  during  the  prescriptive  period.'® 

Adverse  use  of  land  does  not  carry  title  to  a  water-right  appur- 
tenant thereto  if  there  was  no  specific  use  made  of  the  water. ^^ 

.     (3d  ed.) 

§  682.  Essentials. — The  following  are  the  requisites  for  the 
loss  and  acquisition  of  a  right  by  adverse  use  or  prescription,  viz. : 
The  use  must  be  continuous  for  the  statutory  period,  exclusive  (i.  e., 
uninterrupted;  i.  e.,  peaceable),  open  (i.  e.,  notorious),  under 
claim  of  right  (i.  e.,  color  of  title),  hostile,  and  an  invasion  of  the 
other's  right  which  he  has  a  chance  to  prevent,  and  taxes  must 
be  paid.    We  proceed  to  consider  each  of  these  separately.*** 


V.  Dangberg,  81  Fed.  73.  But  see 
Whitehair  v.  Brown  (1909),  80  Kan. 
297,  102  Pac.  783. 

"Title  acquired  by  the  adverse  poB- 
session  and  user  could  only  be  commen- 
surate and  coextensive  with  the  use  to 
which  the  land  was  being  subjected. 
The  question  as  to  the  amount  of 
ground  necessary  for  the  use  of  the 
ditch  and  right  of  way  would  be  one 
of  fact  to  be  determined  on  the  trial 
of  the  case,  and  could  not  be  measured 

by   the   calls   of   the   deed In 

other  words,  the  amount  of  land  neces- 
sary for  the  ditch  and  right  of  way 
would  have  to  be  determined  upon  the 
proofs  rather  than  upon  the  calls  of 
the  deed.  It  would  extend  only  to  the 
amount  adversely  used  and  occupied." 
Swank  v.  Sweetwater  Irr.  Co.,  15 
Idaho,  353,  98  Pac.  297. 

18  Wutchumna  etc.  Co.  v.  Bagle,  148 
Cal.  759,  84  Pac.  162.  If  claimant 
used  all  the  flow  there  was,  his  pre- 
scriptive right  extends  to  the  whole 
flow,  although  in  dry  seasons  the  flow 
came  to  less  than  the  amount  claimed. 
Perry  v.  Calkins  (Cal.  1911),  113 
Pac.  136.  See,  however,  Logan  v. 
Guichard  (Cal.  1911),  114  Pac.  989. 

i»  Alta  etc.  Co.  v.  Hancock,  85  Cal. 
219,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  217,  24  Pac.  645. 
See,  also,  93  Am.  St.  Rep.  719,  note. 

20  For  a  general  statement  of  the 
requirements,  see  Unger  v.  Mooney,  63 
Cal.  595,  49  Am.  Rep.  100  (a  leading 
case) ;  Bashore  v.  Mooney,  4  Cal. 
App.  276,  87  Pac.  555;  Montecito  etc. 
Co.  V.  Santa  Barbara,  144  Cal.  578,  77 


Pac.  1113;  Silva  v.  Hawn,  10  Cal. 
App.  544,  102  Pae.  952,  and  the  note 
in  93  Am.  St.  Bep.  711. 

"To  have  been  adverse  it  must  have 
been  asserted  under  claim  of  title  with 
the  knowledge  and  acquiescence  of  the 
person  having  the  prior  right,  and 
must  have  been  uninterrupted.  In 
order  to  constitute  a  right  by  pre- 
scription, there  must  have  been  such 
an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  party 
against  whom  it  is  claimed,  that  he 
would  have  had  ground  of  action 
against  the  intruder.  To  be  adverse, 
it  must  be  accompanied  by  all  the 
elements  required  to  make  out  an  ad- 
verse possession;  the  possession  must 
be  by  actual  occupation,  open,  noto- 
rious, and  not  clandestine;  it  must  be 
hostile  to  the  other's  title;  it  must 
be  held  under  claim  of  title,  exclusive 
of  any  other  right,  as  one's  own;  it 
must  be  continuous  and  uninterrupted 
for  the  period  of  five  years."  Alta  L. 
&  W.  Co.  V.  Hancock,  85  Cal.  219,  20 
Am.  St.  Bep.  217,  24  Pac.  645. 

For  recent  examples  where  pre- 
scriptive rights  were  upheld,  see  Silva 
V.  Hawn,  10  Cal.  App.  544,  102  Pac. 
952;  Evans  v.  Lakeside  D.  Co.,  13 
Cal.  App.  119,  108  Pac.  1027;  Tosini 
V.  Cascade  etc.  Co.  (1909),  22  S.  D. 
337,  117  N.  W.  1037;  Davis  v.  Angelo, 
8  Cal.  App.  305,  96  Pac.  909;  Davis 
V.  Chamberlain,  51  Or.  304,  98  Pac. 
154;  Mason  v.  Yearwood  (Wash.),  108 
Pac.  608;  Malmstrom  v.  People's  D. 
Co.  (Nev.),  107  Pac.  98. 

Where  persons  whose  names  ap- 
peared on  a  map  were  owners  of  the 
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§  683.  Oontinaoiur. — The  use  must  be  continuous  for  the  period 
of  the  statute  of  limitations  governing  actions  for  the  recovery  of 
real  property .^^  This  period  is  five  years  in  California,^  which 
has  been  thought  unfortunate  as  an  unusually  short  period,  but 
has  been  copied  frequently  in  the  West.^  The  statutory  period 
is  three  years  in  Arizona ;  ^^  five  years  in  Calif orniaj^**  Colorado,^ 
Idaho,^  Nevada ;  •  seven  years  in  Utah ;  *  ten  years  in  Nebraska,* 
Montana,®  North  Dakota,''  Oregon,^  Texas,®  and  Washington ;  ^® 
fifteen  years  in  Kansas;  ^^  twenty  years  in  South  Dakota.*^ 

It  is  sufficiently  continuous  if  the  adverse  claimant  used  the 
water  regularly  as  his  needs  required,  though  this  did  not  neces- 
sitate a  steady  flow.^*    In   one   case,^^  it  was  hield  that   where 


yarious  tracts  of  land  marked  with 
their  respective  names,  and  for  over 
ten  years  they  and  their  predecessors 
in  interest  had  diverted  and  used 
throug^h  a  certain  ditch  all  the  surface 
flow  of  the  stream  continuously  and 
uninterruptedly  and  under  claim  of 
title  as  against  all  owners  of  land 
below  the  ditch,  which  ditch  carried 
practically  aU  the  water  of  the  stream, 
the  former  acquired  a  prescriptive 
right  against  the  lower  owners.  Ar- 
royo D.  Co.  V.  Baldwin  (1909),  155 
Cal.  280,   100  Pac.   874. 

Artificial  contrivances  are  not  neces- 
sary; use  through  existing  or  natural 
conduits  may  be  adverse.  Evans  v. 
Lakeside  D.  Co.,  13  Cal.  App.  119,  108 
Pac.  1027. 

21  Cal.  Code  Civ.  Proc,  325;  Mason 
v.  Yearwood  (Wash.),  108  Pac.  608; 
Stote  V.  Quantic,  37  Mont.  32,  94  Pae. 
491. 

22  Cal.  Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  318. 

28  Pomeroy  on  Riparian  Bights, 
sees.  137,  151. 

24  Semble,  Rev.  Stats.  1901,  sec. 
2935.     Ten  years  in  some  cases. 

26  Code  Civ.  Proc,  318;  Alta  etc. 
Co.  V.  Hancock,  85  Cal.  219,  20  Am. 
St.  Rep.  217,  24  Pac  645;  Gallagher  v. 
Water  Co.,  101  Cal.  242,  35  Pac.  770; 
Rice  V.  Meiners,  136  Cal.  292,  68  Pac 
817;  Gutierrez  v.  Wege,  145  Cal.  730, 
79  Pac.  449;  Silva  v.  Hawn,  10  Cal. 
App.  544,  102  Pac.  952.  Ten  years 
against  the  State.  Code  Civ.  Proc. 
315. 

1  M.  A.  S.,  sec  2923;  Laws  1874,  p. 
177. 

2  Gen.  Stats.  1887,  sec.  4043;  Hall 
V.  Blackman,  8  Idaho,  272,  68  Pac. 


19;    Swank    v.    Sweetwater    Co.,    15 
Idaho,  353,  98  Pac.  297. 

*  Boynton  v.  Longley,  19  Nev.  69, 
3  Am.  St.  Rep.  781,  6  Pac.  437. 

4  Center  etc  Co.  v.  Lindsay,  21 
Uteh,  192,  60  Pac  559. 

Compare,  also,  Lara  v.  Sandell,  52 
Wash.  53,  100  Pac  166. 

5  Crawford  etc  Co.  v.  Hathaway,  67 
Neb.  325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  93 
N.  W.  781,  60  L.  R.  A.  889. 

e  Smith  V.  Duff  (1909),  39  Mont. 
374,  133  Am.  St.  Rep.  582,  102  Pac. 
981.  See  Talbott  v.  Butte  etc.  Co.,  29 
Mont.  17,  73  Pac.  1111,  formerly  five 
years,  semble. 

I  Rev.  Codes,  1905,  see.  4928. 

8  Ison  V.  Sturgill  (Or.),  109  Pac 
579.  Formerly  twenty  years  (semble) , 
Dodge  V.  Marden,  7  Or.  456,  1  Morr. 
Min.   Rep.    63. 

•  Haas  V.  Choussard,  17  Tex.  588; 
Evans  v.  Scott,  37  Tex.  Civ.  App.  373, 
83  S.  W.  874. 

10  Benton  v.  Johncox,  17  Wash.  277, 
61  Am.  St.  Rep.  912,  49  Pac.  496,  39 
L.  R.  A.  107.  Seven  years  (semble)  ^ 
Lara  v.  Sandell,  52  Wash.  53,  100 
Pac  166. 

II  Gen.  Stats.  1905,  sec  4883. 

12  Rev.  Codes  1903,  Civ.  Code,  sec 
43. 

13  Hesperia  etc  Co.  v.  Rogers,  83 
Cal.  10,  17  Am.  St.  Rep.  209,  23  Pac 
196.  See  93  Am.  St.  Rep.  717,  note; 
Collins  v.  Gray,  3  Cal.  App.  723,  86 
Pac  9S3;  McDougal  v.  Lame,  39  Or. 
212,  64  Pac  864;  Smith  v.  Logan,  18 
Nev.  149,  1  Pac  678;  Strong  v.  Bald, 
win  (1908),  154  Cal.  150,  129  Am.  St. 
Rep.  149,  97  Pac.   178. 

14  McDougal  V.  Lame,  just  cited. 
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plaintiffs  claimed  an  easement  for  mining  purposes  in  the  water 
of  a  stream  which  contained  water  only  during  the  winter  sea- 
son, and  plaintiffs  used  it  whenever  available,  the  fact  that  they 
did  not  use  the  water  the  entire  year  did  not  prevent  their  adverse 
use  from  being  continuous.  In  the  leading  case  of  Hesper^a  etc. 
Co.  V.  Rogers,^'  Mr.  Justice  Thornton,  commenting  upon  this 
principle,  says.:  **The  correct  rule  as  to  continuity  of  user,  to 
give  a  presumptive  right  to  an  easement,  and  what  shall  consti- 
tute such  continuity,  can  be  stated  only  with  reference  to  the 
nature  and  character  of  the  right  claimed.  The  right  is  not 
abandoned  to  the  use  of  a  ditch  to  convey  water  for  purposes  of 
irrigation,  because  water  does  not  flow  in  it  every  day  in  the  year. 
The  party  claimant  does  not  need  the  ditch  every  day  in  the  year, 
and  the  law  does  not  require  him,  to  constitute  continuity  of  use, 
to  use  the  water  when  he  does  not  need  it.  If  he  has  used  the 
ditch  at  such  times  as  he  needed  it,  it  is  regarded  by  the  law  as 
a  continuous  use.  If  a  right  of  way  over  another's  land  has  beer 
used  for  more  than  five  years,  it  is  not  necessary,  to  make  good 
such  use,  that  the  claimant  has  used  it  every  day.  He  uses  it 
every  day,  oe  once  in  every  week,  or  twice  a  month,  as  his  needs 
require.  He  is  not  required  to  go  over  it  when  he  does  not  need 
it,  to  make  his  use  of  the  way  continuous.  The  claimant  is 
required  to  make  such  reasonable  use  of  the  way  as  his  needs 
require.  So  it  is  with  the  ditch.  If,  whenever  the  claimant  needs 
it  from  time  to  time,  he  makes  use  of  it,  this  is  a  continuous 


use. 


9  J  IQ 


But,  where  the  periodical  character  of  the  use  arose  not  from 
claimant's  own  free  will,  but  because  of  annual  interruption  by 
the  owner,  there  is  no  adverse  use.^^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  684.  Exclusive ;  XTninterrupted. — ^The  terms  "exclusive**  and 
** uninterrupted"  probably  represent  the  same  thing  in  this  con- 
nection; namely,  that  to  the  extent  of  the  right  claimed,*®  the 

15  83  Cal.  10,  23  Pac.  196. 

W  A  more  recent  case  says:  "There 
is  a  finding,  that  for  more  than  five 
years  plaintiff  and  others  used  the 
same  as  often  as  required  by  them  for 
irrigating  purposes.  This  is  a  suffi- 
cient finding  as  to  continuous  use.  hav- 
ing the  character  of  use  in  view." 
Collins  V.  Gray,  3  Cal.  App.  723,  86 
Pac.  983. 


An  adverse  user  of  an  irrigation 
ditch  during  the  cropping  season  only, 
constitutes  a  continuous  adverse  user. 
Silva  V.  Hawn,  10  Cal.  App.  544,  102 
Pac.  952. 

IT  Bree  v.  Wheeler,  4  Cal.  App.  109, 
87  Pac.  255. 

IS  See  supra,  sec.  459,  as  to  use  of 
ditch  jointly  with  owner. 
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claimant  must  not  have  shared  the  use  with  the  true  ownef,  nor 
suffered  any  act  of  dominion  by  him,  such  as  an  interruption. 
The  use  must  be  uninterrupted.**  Mere  verbal  objection  is  not 
an  interruption ;  it  must  be  some  act  actually  causing  a  stoppage 
in  the  adverse  use  for  a  reasonable  time,^  though  it  has  been 
held  that  use  under  continual  dispute  is  not  adverse.^^ 

The  burden  of  showing  that  the  use  was  uninterrupted  is  on 
the  adverse  claimant.^  Turning  water  out  of  defendant's 
(claimant's)  ditch  is  sufficient  interruption,  though  he  turned 
it  back  again  when  plaintiff  left.^  An  annual  interruption  pre- 
vents adverse  use.^*  Secret  interruption  by  stealth  does  not 
stop  the  running  of  adverse  use.* 

It  has  been  held  that  the  word  '' uninterrupted"  comprehends 
continuous,"*  and  that  ** uninterrupted"  is  synonymous  with 
peaceable"  so  far  as  necessary  in  pleading  prescriptive  title.^ 
A  suit  by  a  third  person  against  the  adverse  claimant  does  not 


<• 
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19  American  Co.  v.  Bradford,  27 
Cal.  360,  15  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  190; 
Davis  V.  Oale,  32  Gal.  36,  91  Am.  Dec. 
554,  4  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  604;  Gave  v. 
Crafts,  53  Gal.  135;  Bree  v.  Wheeler, 
129  Cal.  145,  61  Pac.  782;  Montecito 
etc.  Co.  V.  Santa  Barbara,  144  Cal. 
578,  at  597,  77  Pac.  1113;  Watts  ▼. 
Spencer,  51  Or.  262,  .)4  Pac.  39;  Union 
Mining  Co.  v.  Danghorg,  81  Fed.  173, 
saying  that  an  inter i  up tion,  "however 
slight,"  prevAnts  prescription. 

20  Cox  v.  Clough,  70  Cal.  345,  11 
Pac.  732;  Higuerra  v.  Del  Ponte  (Cal. 
App.),  88  Pac.  808;  Oregon  etc.  Co.  v. 
Allen  etc.  Co.,  41  Or.  209,  93  Am.  St. 
Bep.  701,  69  Pac.  455.  It  was  not 
necessary  in  order  to  make  plaintiff's 
adverse  use  of  an  irrigation  ditch 
across  defendant's  land  exclusive,  that 
all  other  persons  were  excluded  from 
using  the  ditch,  so  long  as  plaintiff's 
use  thereof  was  not  disturbed.  Silva 
V.  Hawn,  10  Cal.  App.  544,  102  Pac. 
952.  See  Perry  v.  Calkins  (Cal. 
1911),  113  Pac.  136. 

21  FauU  V.  Cooke,  19  Or.  455,  20 
Am.  St.  Rep.  836,  26  Pac.  662. 

Where  the  owner  protested  whenever 
claimant  made  his  use  and  always 
sought  to  prevent  him,  no  prescriptive 
right  arises.  Union  Min.  Co.  v.  Dang- 
berg,  81  Fed.  73. 

22  Union  Mining  Co.  ▼.  Dangberg, 
81  Fed.  73. 


28  Authors  V.  Bryant,  22  Nev.  242, 
38  Pao.  439.  See,  also,  Wasatch  etc. 
Co.  V.  Fulton,  23  Utah,  466,  65  Pac. 
205. 

a*  Bree  v.  Wheeler,  4  Cal.  App.  109, 
87  Pac.  255. 

25  Brattain  v.  Conn,  50  Or.  156,  91 
Pac.  458. 

1  Collins  v.  Gray,  3  Cal.  App.  723, 
86  Pac.  983.  But  see  contra,  Alta  Co. 
7.  Hancock,  85  Cal.  227,  20  Am.  St. 
Bep.  217,  24  Pac.  645. 

2  Montecito  etc.  Co.  v.  Santa  Bar- 
bara, 144  Cal.  578,  77  Pac.  1113,  com- 
menting on  Cave  v.  Crafts,  53  CaL 
135,  and  saying:  "It  is  true  that  in 
Cave  V.  Crafts,  53  Cal.  135,  it  is  said 
that  the  adverse  use  must  be  peace- 
able. But  that  means  no  more,  as  the 
opinion  itself  explains,  quoting  Wood 
on  Nuisances,  than  that  it  must  be  un- 
interrupted. Says  Wood:  'The  use 
must  also  be  open  and  as  of  right,  and 
also  peaceable,  for  if  there  is  any  act 
done  by  other  owners  that  operates  as 
an  interruption,  however  slight,  it  pre- 
vents the  acquisition  of  the  right  by 
such  use.'  If  the  possession  has  been 
uninterrupted,  of  necessity  it  has  been 
peaceable.  If  it  had  been  interrupted, 
of  necessity  it  has  not  been  peaceable. 
The  words  are  therefore  interchange- 
able and  synonymous  in  the  pleading 
of  prescriptive  title.'' 
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affect  or  interrupt  his  adverse  use  as  against  a  stranger  to  such 
suit.' 

(3d  ed.) 

§  686.  Open;  Notorious. — ^These  terms,  *'open"  and  *'notori- 
ous,"  probably  represent  the  same  thing  m  this  connection.*  The 
use  must  be  open  and  "not  clam,"  or  clandestine,  hidden  or  con- 
cealed.^ This  will  hence  be  an  important  obstacle  to  claims  to 
percolating  water  by  adverse  use. 

Since  the  rules  of  adverse  use  are  punitive,  to  induce  watch- 
fulness, the  better  view  seems  to  be  that  it  is  sufficient  if  the  ad- 
verse use  was  open  and  without  attempt  at  concealment,*  but  a 
further  restriction  is  sometimes  held,  requiring  notice  of  the  use 
to  be  brought  home  to  the  owner.''  Ejiowledge  by  the  owner  of 
vrrongful  use  of  pipes  underground  must  be  brought  home  to 
him.®  Between  tenants  in  common,  notice  is  held  necessary.* 
Notice  to  an  ofiScer  of  a  corporation  is  notice  to  the  corporation 
in  this  respect.^**  It  has  been  held  that  no  adverse  user  can  be 
initiated  until  the  owners  of  the  superior  right  are  deprived  of 
the  benefit  of  its  use  in  such  a  substantial  manner  as  to  notify 
them  that  their  rights  are  being  invaded." 


(3d  ed.) 

§  686.    Claim  of  Bight;  Color  of  Title.— The  occupation  must 
be  under  a  claim  of  right  by  the  adverse  claimant,  or,  as  it  is 


8  Montecito  etc.  Co.  7.  Santa  Bar- 
bara, 144  Cal.  578,  77  Pac.  1113. 

4  Smith  V.  Duff  (1909),  39  Mont. 
374,  133  Am.  St.  Rep.  582,  102  Pac. 
981 

5*  Abbott  V.  Pond,  142  CaL  393,  76 
Pac.  60;  Montecito  etc.  Co.  v.  Santa 
Barbara,  144  Cal.  578,  at  597,  77  Pac. 
1113;  Anaheim  W.  Co.  v.  Ashcroft, 
153  Cal.  152,  94  Pac.  613  (use  by  a 
pump) ;  Cal.  Code  Civ.  Proc,  sees. 
322,  324;  Hume  v.  Rogue  Riv.  Co., 
51  Or.  238,  131  Am.  St.  Rep.  732,  83 
Pac.  391,  92  Pac.  1072,  96  Pac.  865; 
Curtis  V.  La  Grande  Co.,  20  Or.  34,  23 
Pac.  808,  25  Pac.  378,  10  L.  R.  A.  484. 

6  Gurnsey  v.  Antelope  etc.  Co.,  6 
Cal.  App.  387,  92  Pac.  326.  (See  93 
Am.  St.  Rep.  719,  note.)  Evans  v. 
Lakeside  D.  Co.,  13  Cal.  App.  119,  108 
Pac.  1027.  "When  the  use  is  not 
secret  or  clandestine,  but  open,  visible 
and    notorious,    the    presumption    of 


knowledge  follows."  Silva  v.  Hawn, 
10  Cal.  App.  544,  102  Pac.  955. 

7  Churchill  v.  Louie,  135  Cal.  608, 
67  Pac.  1052;  Britt  v.  Reed,  42  Or. 
76,  70  Pac.  1029;  Clark  v.  Ashley,  34 
Colo.  285,  82  Pac.  588;  Swank  v. 
Sweetwater  Co.,  15  Idaho,  353,  98  Pac. 
297;  Weidensteiner  v.  MaUy  (1909), 
55  Wash.  79,  104  Pac.  143. 

S  Gray  v.  Cambridge,  189  Mass.  405, 
76  N.  E.  195,  2  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  977. 

9  Smith  V.  North  etc.  Co.,  16  Utah, 
194,  52  Pac.  283 ;  Beers  v.  Sharpe,  44 
Or.  386,  75  Pac.  717. 

10  Montecito  etc.  Co.  v.  Santa  Bar- 
bara, 144  Cal.  578,  77  Pac.  1113. 

11  Wimer  v.  Simmons,  27  Or.  1,  50 
Am.  St.  Rep.  685,  39  Pac.  6;  North 
Powder  Co.  v.  Coughanour,  34  Or.  9, 
54  Pac.  223;  Bowman  v.  Bowman,  35 
Or.  279,  57  Pac.  546;  Boyce  v.  Cup- 
per, 37  Or.  256,  61  Pac.  642;  Watts 
V.  Spencer,  51  Or.  262,  94  Pac.  39. 
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sometimes  put,  under  color  of  title.^*  A  patent  from  the  govern- 
ment to  land  through  which  water  flows  or  percolates  does  not 
give  color  of  title  to  the  water  under  the  Colorado  doctrine  of  the 
effect  of  land  patents  on  water-rights.^'  Claim  of  right  is  nega- 
tived by  proof  of  an  oflEer  to  purchase  or  jent.^*  In  Oregon  on  a 
question  of  adverse  use  it  has  been  held  that  it  will  be  presumed 
that  the  use  was  under  claim  of  right  after  death  of  the  person 
initiating  the  use.^'  A  use  under  a  void  deed  as  though  the  deed 
were  good  is  adverse  to  the  grantor,  though  not  necessarily  ad- 
verse to  the  right  of  strangers  to  the  deed,^®  because  it  is  a  claim 
against  the  grantor  and  those  in  privity  with  him  only.  The 
claim  is  sufiScient  if  by  visible  acts,  and  assertions  by  word  of 
mouth  are  unnecessary.^'' 

To  give  color  of  title,  the  adverse  claimant  may  have  begun 
his  use  in  any  character  whatsoever,  but  if  he  began  it  in  the 
character  of  an  appropriator,  pretending  to  have  a  valid  appro- 
priation, he  must  have  made  his  adverse  use  a  use  for  a  beneficial 
purpose.  Since  a  right  of  appropriation  cannot  be  held  without 
beneficial  use,  one  pretending  to  be  an  appropriator  has  no  color 
of  title  without  beneficial  use.  It  is  consequently  held  that  the 
adverse  use  must  be  for  a  beneficial  purpose ;  ^®  though  the  bene- 
ficial use  need  not  be  made  immediately,  a  reasonable  time  being 
allowed,  as  in  making  the  appropriation.^  Rental  and  sale  is  a 
beneficial  use.^ 


See  DaviB  v.  Chamberlain,  51  Or.  304, 
98  Pac.  154;  Hough  v.  Porter,  51  Or. 
318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102 
Pac.  728. 

12  Montecito  etc.  Co.  v.  Santa  Bar^ 
bara,  144  Cal.  578,  77  Pac.  1113;  Win- 
ter  V.  Winter,  8  Nev.  129;  Brossard  7. 
Morgan,  7  Idaho,  215,  61  Pac.  1031; 
Center  Creek  etc.  Co.  v.  Lindsay,  21 
Utah,  192,  60  Pac.  559;  American  etc. 
Co.  V.  Bradford,  27  Cal.  360,  15  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  190;  Daviea  v.  Angel,  8 
Cal.  App.  305,  96  Pac.  909. 

13  Clark  7.  Ashley,  34  Colo.  285,  82 
Pac.  588. 

14  Jensen  v.  Hunter  (Cal.),  41  Pac. 
17.  But  see  Logan  v.  Guichard 
(Cal.  1911),  114  Pac.  989. 

15  Bauers  7.  BuU,  46  Or.  60,  78 
Pac.  757. 

16  Rose  7.  Mesmer,  142  Cal.  322,  75 
Pac.  905;  CaL  Code  Civ.  Proc,  sees. 


322,  323,  but  see  Knight  7.  Cohen,  7 
Cal.  App.  43,  93  Pac.  396.  See  Briggs 
V.  Avary,  46  Tex.  CJi7.  App.  488,  106 
S.  W.  904. 

17  Qurnsey  7.  Antelope  etc.  Co.,  6 
Cal.  App.  387,  92  Pac.  326 ;  Knight  7. 
Cohen,  6  Cal.  App.  43,  93  Pac.  396. 

18  Alta  etc.  Co.  7.  Hancock,  85  Cal. 
219,  20  Am..  St.  Rep.  217,  24  Pac. 
645 ;  Senior  7.  Anderson,  130  Cal.  290, 
at  297,  62  Pac.  563;  La  very  v.  Arnold, 
36  Or.  84,  57  Pac.  907,  58  Pac.  524; 
Oregon  etc.  Co.  v.  Allen,  41  Or.  209, 
69  Pac.  455,  see  93  Am.  St.  Rep.  701, 
note. 

i»  Oregon  etc.  Co.  7.  Allen  etc.  Co., 
41  Or.  209,  93  Am.  St.  Rep.  701,  69 
Pac.  455. 

20  Montecito  etc.  Co.  7.  Santa  Bar- 
bara, 144  Cal.  578,  77  Pac.  1113.  As 
to  what  is  beneficial  usei  see  supra, 
sees.  378,  481. 
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While  the  above  decisions  requiring  beneficial  use  on  the  part 
of  the  adverse  claimant  used  general  language  applying  to  all, 
yet  the  rule  would  seem  not  to  apply  to  an  adverse  claimant  not 
pretending  to  be  an  appropriator,  and  is  hence  doubted  as  apply- 
ing to  adverse  claimants  in  other  character.^^  For  example,  a 
riparian  proprietor  (in  jurisdiction  recognizing  riparian  rights) 
need  not  make  beneficial  use  of  the  water  to  give  color  of  title, 
and  there  would  be  no  reason  why  one  claiming  adversely  in  that 
character  need  use  the  water  beneficially.^ 

An  adverse  claimant  in  the  character  of  an  appropriator  has, 
at  the  same  time,  color  of  title  without  posting  a  notice  of  appro- 
priation, since  his  actual  diversion  is  sufficient  color  of  title  as 
appropriator  by  actual  diversion.^^  Hence,  posting  a  notice, 
while  valuable  evidence,  is  not  necessary  to  support  a  right  by 
adverse  use.^    The  place  of  use  is  also  immaterial.^ 

Satisfactory  proof  of  a  continuous,  open,  notorious  and  .uninter- 
rupted use  of  the  waters  for  the  statutory  period,  and  of  such  a 
character  as  to  unquestionably  indicate  that  the  use  was  being  ex- 
ercised in  hostility  to  the  right  of  any  person  to  interfere  with  its 
exercise  is  sufficient  proof  that  they  claimed  a  right  to  use  it.^ 


(3d  cd.) 

§  687.  Hostile  to  Owner;  PermissioiL— The  use  must  be  hos- 
tile to  the  owner ;  ^  hence  permissive  use  is  not  adverse.  If  there 
is  permission,  the  use,  however  long  continued,  cannot  ripen  into 
a  right  by  prescription.* 


21  93  Am.  St.  Rep.  729,  note. 

22  A  superior  court  decision  in  Cali- 
fornia somewhat  to  this  effect  was 
rendered  by  Judge  J.  M.  SeaweU,  sit- 
ting in  Madera  County,  in  the  case  of 
California  Pastoral  Co.  T.  Madera 
Canal  Co.,  1906. 

23  Supray  sec.  364. 

24  Alta  etc.  Co.  v.  Hancock,  85  Cal. 
219,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  217,  24  Pac.  645; 
Frederick  7.  Dickey,  91  Cal.  360,  27 
Pac.  742. 

25  Southern  Cal.  etc.  Co.  v.  WU- 
shire,  144  Cal.  68,  77  Pac.  767 ;  Meng 
V.  Coffey,  67  Neb.  500,  108  Am.  St. 
Rep.  697,  93  N.  W.  715,  60  L.  R.  A. 
910. 

1  Anaheim  W.  Co.  v.  Ashcroft 
(1908),  153  Cal.  152,  94  Pac.  613; 
Evans  v.  Lakeside  D.  Co.,  13  Cal. 
App.   119,   108   Pac.  1C27. 


2  Hayes  t.  Martin,  45  Cal.  563; 
McManufl  t.  O'Sullivan,  48  Cal.  7; 
Francoeur  v.  Newhouse,  43  Fed.  238; 
Rhoades  v.  Barnes,  54  Wash.  145,  102 
Pac.  884. 

8  BaU  V.  KehlL  95  CaL  606,  30  Fae. 
780;  Jensen  v.  Hunter  (Cal.),  41  Pac. 
17;  Oliver  v.  Burnett  (1909),  10  Cal. 
App.  403,  102  Pac.  223;  Davis  v. 
Martin,  157  Cal.  657,  108  Pac.  866 
(fifty  years);  Jobling  v.  Tuttle,  75 
Kan.  351,  89  Pac.  699,  9  L.  R.  A.,  N. 
S.,  960;  Yeager  v.  Woodruff,  17 
Utah,  361,  53  Pac.  1045;  Hall  v. 
Blackman,  8  Idaho,  272,  68  Pac.  19- 
Anderson  v.  Bassman,  140  Fed.  25; 
Knight  V.  Cohen,  7  Cal.  App.  43,  93 
Pac.  396;  Watts  v.  Spencer,  51  Or. 
262,  94  Pac.  39;  Metcalfe  v.  Faucher 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.),  99  S.  W.  1038; 
Hhoudes   V.    Barnes,   supra;   Weiden- 
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•  Who  has  the  burden  of  proof  where  permission  is  set  upT 
Upon  the  ultimate  issue  of  adverse  use  the  adverse  claimant  has 
the  burden  of  proof  ;^  but  it  is  held  that  use  otherwise  falling 
within  the  requirements  will  make  a  prima  facie  title  by  adverse 
use  and  will  raise  a  presumption  that  the  use  was  not  permissive ; 
thereby  putting  upon  the  party  asserting  that  there  was  permis- 
sion, the  burden  of  proving  it.  It  is  said  in  one  case:^  ''Where 
an  open  and  uninterrupted  use  of  an  easement  for  a  sufficient 
length  of  time  to  create  the  presumption  of  a  grant  is  shown,  if 
the  other  party  relies  on  the  fact  that  these  acts  or  any  part  of 
them  were  permissive,  it  is  incumbent  on  such  party,  by  su£Scient 
proof,  to  rebut  such  presumption  of  a  nonappearing  grant ;  other- 
wise the  presumption  stands  as  sufficient  proof,  and  establishes 
the  right.''* 

The  case  quoted  in  the  foregoing  note  would,  however,  also  ap- 
ply the  rule  to  any  element  in  opposition  to  the  adverse  right, 
thus  putting  upon  owners  the  duty  of  disproving  adverse  claims 
instead  of  requiring  the  trespasser  to  "make  good."  It  has  been 
said  that  a  man's  title  should  count  for  something  in  controversies 
of  this  character.'' 


(3d  ed.) 

§  688.  Invasion  of  Bight.— The  use  must  ''substantially  inter- 
fere" with  the  property  of  the  owner;*  there  must  be  an  actual 
invasion  of  his  property.*  There  must  have  been  such  a  use  of 
the  water,  and  such  damage,  as  would  raise  a  presumption  that 


Bteiner  v.  Mally  (1909),  55  Wash. 
79,  104  Pac.  143,  citing  this  section 
(2d  ed.,  sec.  248). 

4  Supra,  sec.  579. 

6  Fleming  y.  Howard,  150  Gal.  28, 
87  Pac.  908. 

6  Accord,  Gurnsev  v.  Antelope  Co.,  6 
Cal.  App.  387,  92  Pac.  326;  Knight  7. 
Cohen,  7  Cal.  App.  43,  93  Pac.  396. 

"While  an  adverse  right  cannot  grow 
out  of  mere  permissive  enjoyment,  the 
burden  of  proving  possession  thus 
claimed  to  have  been  held  by  such  per- 
mission or  subserviency  is  cast  upon 
the  party  attempting  to  defeat  such 
claim."  Gardner  v.  Wright,  49  Or. 
609,  91  Pac.  286,  citing  Coventon  v. 
Seufort,  23  Or.  548,  32  Pac.  508; 
Rowland  v.  Williams,  23  Or.  515,  32 
Pac.  402;  Bauers  v.  Bull,  46  Or.  60, 


78  Pac.   757;    Horbach   7.   Boyd,   64 
Neb.  129,  89  N.  W.  644. 

7  Jensen  7.  Hunter  (Cal.),  41  Pac. 
17.    Not  officiaUy  reported. 

8  Gardner  7.  Wright,  49  Or.  609,  91 
Pac.  286. 

»  American  etc.  Co.  7.  Bradford,  27 
Cal.  360,  15  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  190; 
Oneto  7.  Restano,  78  Cal.  374,  20  Pac. 
743;  Paige  7.  Rocky  Ford  etc.  Co., 
83  Cal.  84,  21  Pac.  1102,  23  Pac.  875; 
Hudson  v.  Dailey,  156  Cal.  617,  105 
Pac.  748;  Perry  7.  Calkins  (Cal. 
1911),  113  Pac.  136;  Rhoades  7. 
Barnes  (1909),  54  Wash.  145,  102 
Pac.  884;  Ison  7.  Sturgill  (Or.),  109 
Pac.  579;  Carson  7.  Hayes,  39  Or. 
97;  65  Pac.  814;  Wimer  v.  Simmons, 
27  Or.  18,  50  Am.  St.  Rep.  685,  39 
Pac.  6;  Huston  v.  Bybce,  17  Or.  140, 
20  Pac.  51,  2  L.  R.  A.  568. 
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complainant  would  not  have  submitted  to  it  unless  the  respond- 
ents had  acquired  the  right  to  so  use  it.^®  The  burden  is  on  the 
adverse  claimant  to  show  such  invasion.^^ 

There  are  numerous  cases  holding  that  this  does  not  mean  that 
actual  damage  as  measured  in  money  need  be  occasioned  by  the 
adverse  claimant^  however,  since  a  right  of  property  is  invaded 
by  any  acts  inconsistent  with  it  {injuria  sine  damno),  and  the 
use  may  be  adverse,  irrespective  of  the  amount  of  damage,  how- 
ever small  that  may  be  ("nominal  damage") ;  even  if  there  is  no 
actual  money  damage  at  all.^  In  this  connection,  it  is  neces- 
sary, however,  to  refer  to  other  sections  where  the  application  of 
this  doctrine  is  limited  considerably  by  the  modern  tendency  of 
the  law.  The  cases  just  <:ited  considered  the  appropriation 
primarily  measured  by  capacity  of  ditch,  and  not  by  beneficia. 
use  short  of  abandonment.  By  statute  this  is  now  done  away 
with  after  a  fixed  period  of  nonuse,  and  even  within  the  period 
injunctions  are  largely  refused  unless  the  plaintiff  can  show 
actual  damage  to  his  use  at  the  time  of  suit.  The  law  upon  this 
matter  is  in  a  transitionary  state,  and  presents  some  confusion.^' 
The  usual  statement  in  the  decisions  to-day  is  that  no  prescrip- 
tion can  arise  under  the  system  of  appropriation  without  dam- 
age to  actual  use,  nor  if  water  is  taken  when  the  owner  has  no 
need   for  it,**  because   under  such   circumstances   the   water  is 


10  Union  Mining  Co.  t.  Dangberg, 
81  Fed.  73,  citing  Dick  v.  Bird,  14 
Nev.  161;  Dick  v.  Caldwell,  14  Nev. 
167;  Boynton  v.  Longlej,  19  Nev.  69, 
76,  3  Am.  St.  Rep.  781,  6  Pac.  437; 
Water  Co.  v.  Crary,  25  Cal.  504,  85 
Am.  Dec.  145;  Grigsby  7.  Water  Co., 
40  Cal.  396,  406;  Anaheim  Water  Co. 
V.  Semi-Tropic  Water  Co.,  64  Cal.  185, 
30  Pac.  623;  Alta  etc.  Water  Co.  v. 
Hancock,  85  Cal.  219,  20  Am.  St.  Eep. 
217,  24  Pac.  645;  Last  Chance  etc. 
Ditch  Co.  V.  Heilbron,  86  Cal.  1,  12, 
26  Pac.  523;  Black's  Pomeroy  on 
Water  Rights,  sec.  132;  Kinney  on 
Irrigation,  sees.  293,  294,  297. 

11  Ison  V.  Sturgill  (Or.),  109  Pac. 
579. 

12  Moore  v.  Clear  etc.  Works,  68 
Cal.  146,  8  Pac.  816;  Stanford  v.  Felt, 
71  Cal.  249,  16  Pac.  900;  Heilbron  v. 
Fowler  etc.  Canal  Co.,  75  Cal.  426,  7 
Am.  St.  Eep..  183,  17  Pac.  535;  Con- 
kling  V.  Pacific  etc.  Co.,  87  Cal.  296, 
25  Pac.  399;  Walker  v.  Emerson,  89 


Cal.  456,  26  Pac.  968;  Spargur  v. 
Hurd,  90  Cal.  221,  27  Pac.  198;  Mott 
V.  Ewing,  90  Cal.  231,  27  Pac.  194. 
See  infra,  sec.  642.  Compare  cases 
cited  infra,  sec.  815  et  seq.,  regarding 
riparian  rights. 

1*  See  cross-references,  supra,  sec. 
139. 

1*  E.  g..  Smith  V.  DuflP  (1909),  39 
Mont.  374,  133  Am.  St.  Rep.  582,  102 
Pac.  981;  Ison  v.  Sturgill  (Or.),  109 
Pac.  579;  Miller  v.  Wheeler  (1909), 
54  Wash.  429,  103  Pac.  641,  23 
L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  1065;  Morris  v. 
Bean  (Mont.),  146  Fed.  433;  affirmed 
in  Bean  v.  Morris,  159  Fed.  651,  86  C. 
C.  A.  519;  Jobling  v.  Tuttle,  75  Kan. 
351,  89  Pac.  699,  9  L.  R.  A.,  N.  8., 
960;  Egan  v.  Estrada,  6  Ariz.  248,  56 
Pac.  721;  Meng  v.  Coffey,  67  Neb. 
500,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  697,  93  N.  W. 
713,  60  L.  R.  A.  910;  Watts  v. 
Spencer,  51  Or.  262,  94  Pac.  39 ;  Ana- 
heim W.  Co.  V.  Semi-Tropic  Co.,  64 
Cal.    185,    192,    30    Pae.    623;    Last 


1588 


Ch.  25.    LOSS  OF  BIGHT. 


(3ded.)  637 


open  to  appropriation,  and  prescription  is  unnecessary  to  give  a 
right." 

Between  tenants  in  common,  before  possession  of  one,  or  a  sale 
by  him,  becomes  adverse  to  the  others,  there  must  be  an  actual 
ouster  and  notice  or  knowledge  of  the  adverse  intention.** 

There  can  be  no  adverse  use  by  lower  claimants  against  those 
above,  since  a  use  below  can  in  no  way  interfere  with  the  flow  above 
(omitting  cases  of  **backing"  the  water  and  flooding);  it  is  no 
possible  invasion  of  the  right  of  the  upper  owner.  Lower  use  is 
not  adverse."  Nor  is  the  use  of  a  surplus  above  the  appropriator 
adverse  to  him,  since  it  leaves  the  amount  to  which  he  is  entitled 
uninvaded.*^  No  right  by  adverse  use  can  hence  result  from  use 
below,  or  from  use  of  surplus  above.** 

There  can  be  no  adverse  use  (between  appropriators)  for  the 
same  reason,  where  during  the  prescriptive  period,  there  has  been 
water  enough  for  all  users.^^  {Quaere,  whether  this  applies  to 
adverse  use  against  a  riparian  proprietor,  the  invasion  of  whose 
right  does  not  depend  upon  the  fact  that  he  has  enough  for  his 
present  use.)  **A  mere  scrambling  possession  of  the  water  or  the 
obtaining  of  it  by  force  or  fraud ^^  gives  no  prescriptive  right; 
nor  can  this  right  be  acquired  if,  during  the  time  in  which  such 
right  is  claimed  to  have  accrued,  there  has  been  an  abundant  sup- 
ply of  water  in  the  stream  or  river  for  other  claimants."^    In 


Chance  Co.  v.  Heilbron,  86  Cal.  20,  26 
Pac.  523;  Featherman  v.  Hennessey 
(Mont.  1911),  113  Pac.  751. 

13  Supra,  sec.  481,  beneficial  use. 

l«  Smith  V.  North  Canyon  etc.  Co., 
16  Utah,  194,  52  Pac.  283;  Beers  v. 
Sharpe,  44  Or.  386,  75  Pac.  717; 
Oliver  v.  Burnett  (1909),  10  Cal.  App. 
403,  102  Pac.  223. 

17  Harjfrave  v.  Cook,  108  Cal.  72, 
41  Pac.  18,  30  L.  R.  A.  390;  Bathgate 
▼.  Irvine,  126  Cal.  135,  77  Am.  St. 
Rep.  158,  58  Pac.  442;  Cave  v.  Tyler, 
133  Cal.  566,  65  Pac.  1089;  Davis  v. 
Martin,  157  Cal.  657,  108  Pac.  866; 
Perry  v.  Calkins  (Cal.),  113  Pac.  136; 
Harrington  v.  Demarris,  46  Or.  Ill, 
77  Pac.  605,  82  Pac.  14,  1  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  756 ;  North  Powder  Co.  v.  Coug- 
hanour,  34  Or.  9,  54  Pac.  223;  Bow- 
man V.  Bowman,  35  Or.  279,  57  Pac. 
546;  Beers  v.  Sharpe,  44  Or.  386,  75 
Pac.  719;  Wimer  v.  Simmons,  27  Or. 
1,  50  Am.  St.  Rep.  685,  39  Pac.  6; 
Hallett  V.  Davis  (1909),  54  Wash. 
326,  103  Pac.  423. 


18  Fifield  T.  Spring  Valley  etc. 
Works,  130  Cal.  552,  62  Pac.  1054; 
Faulkner  v.  Rondoni,  104  CaL  140,  37 
Pac.  883. 

i»  See,  also,  93  Am.  St.  Rep.  717, 
note;  Talbott  v.  Butte  etc.  Co.,  29 
Mont.  17,  73  Pac.  1111;  Norman  v. 
Corbley,  32  Mont.  195,  79  Pac.  1059. 

20  Smith  V.  Duff  (1909),  39  Mont. 
374,  133  Am.  St.  Rep.  582,  102  Pac. 
981;  Miller  v.  Wheeler  (1909),  54 
Wash.  429,  103  Pac.  641;  Jobling  v. 
Tuttle,  75  Kan.  351,  89  Pac.  699,  9 
L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  960;  Egan  v.  Estrada, 
6  Ariz.  248,  56  Pac.  721;  Meng  v. 
Coffey,  67  Neb.  500,  108  Am.  St.  Rep. 
697,  93  N.  W.  713,  60  L.  R.  A.  910; 
Watts  v.  Spencer,  51  Or.  262,  94  Pac. 
39;  Anaheim  W.  Co.  v.  Semi-Tropic 
Co.,  64  Cal.  185,  192,  30  Pac.  623; 
Last  Chance  Co.  v.  Heilbron,  86  Cal. 
20,  26  Pac.  523. 

21  Sed  qtL 

22  Union  etc  Co.  t.  Dangberg,  81 
Fed.  73. 
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Morris  ▼.  Bean  ^  it  is  said  that  the  aid  of  the  statute  of  limitations 
has  occasionally  been  invoked  with  success,  but  not  in  cases  of  a 
scrambling  possession,  and  the  burden  is  upon  the  adverse  claimant 
to  bring  himself  within  the  statute,  and  the  proof  must  be  clear 
before  a  prescriptive  right  will  be  enforced. 

To  constitute  adverse  use  by  a  tenant  against  his  landlord  there 
must  first  be  an  open  repudiation  of  the  tenancy  by  the  tenant,  for 
otherwise  he  will  be  estopped  to  deny  his  landlord's  title,  and  his 
holding  will  not  be  adverse  until  such  open  repudiation  of  the 
lease  has  been  made.'^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  689.  Chance  to  Prevent. — There  must  be  a  chance  for  the 
true  owner  to  prevent  the  use  by  the  claimant,  either  by  physical 
force  or  l^al  proceedings.^  "In  order  to  obtain  a  right  by  pre- 
scription it  is  necessary  that  during  the  prescriptive  period  an 
action  could  have  been  maintained  by  the  party  against  whom  the 
claim  is  made."^  Hence,  another  reason  why  there  can  be  no 
right  by  adverse  use  from  use  below,  or  of  the  surplus  above,  the 
appropriator. 

As  there  was  no  right  of  action  for  loss  of  percolating  water 
under  the  old  rule,  no  right  to  it  could  be  acquired  by  adverse  use, 
under  the  old  rule.*  No  prescriptive  right  could  be  had,  since  no 
action  would  lie  against  the  adverse  claimant  to  recover  the  water 
during  the  prescriptive  period.*  Under  the  new  rule  giving  a  right 
of  action  in  some  cases,  a  prescriptive  right  may  arise.* 


28  (Mont.),  146  Fed.  433. 

24  *<Wheii  a  tenancy  is  once  shown  to 
exist,  in  order  to  set  the  statute  of 
limitations  running  in  favor  of  the 
tenant  desiring  to  avail  himself  of  it, 
to  acquire  title  by  adverse  possession 
he  must  openly  and  explicitly  disclaim 
and  disavow  any  and  all  holding  under 
his  former  landlord;  and,  further,  he 
must  unreservedly  and  steadily  assert 
that  he  himself  is  the  owner  of  the 
true  title,  all  of  which  must  be  brought 
home  to  the  knowledge  of  the  rightful 
owner."  Coquelle  etc.  Co.  v.  Johnson, 
52  Or.  549,  132  Am.  St.  Bep.  716,  98 
Pac.  132,  citing  Nessley  v.  Ladd,  29 
Or.  354,  45  Pac.  904.  Compare  Swift 
v.  Goodrich,  70  Oal.  103,  1  Pac.  561. 

25  Hanson  v.  McCue,  42  Cal.  303, 
10  Am.  Eep.  299;  Montecito  etc.  v. 
Santa  Barbara,  144  Cal.  578,  at  597, 
77  Pac  1113;  but  see  Alhambra  etc. 


Water  Co.  v.  Bichardson,  72  .Cal.  598, 
14  Pac.  379 ;  Fogarty  v.  Fogarty,  129 
Cal.  46,  61  Pac.  570. 

1  Chessman  v.  Hale,  31  Mont.  577, 
79  Pac.  256,  68  L.  B.  A.  410,  3  Ann. 
Cas.  1038;  accord,  Perry  v.  Calkins 
(Cal.  1911),  113  Pac.  136;  Smith  v. 
Duff  (1909),  39  Mont.  374,  133  Am. 
St.  Bep.  582,  102  Pac.  981;  Davis  v. 
Chamberlain,  51  Or.  304,  98  Pac,  154; 
North  Powder  Co.  v.  Coughanour,  34 
Or.  9,  54  Pac.  223;  Wimer  y.  Sim- 
mons, 27  Or.  1,  50  Am.  St.  Bep.  685, 
39  Pac.  6;  Boyce  v.  Cupper,  37  Or. 
256,  61  Pac.  642;  Anderson  v.  Bass- 
man  (C.  C),  140  Fed.  10. 

2  Hanson  v.  McCue,  42  Cal.  303,  ip 
Am.  Bep.  299. 

3  Crescent  etc.  Co.  v.  Silver  etc. 
Co.,  17  Utah,  444,  70  Am.  St.  Bep. 
810,  54  Pac.  244. 

*  Infra,  sec.  1170. 
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(3d  ed.) 

§  690.  Payment  of  Taxes. — Statutes  usually  require  the  claim- 
ant to  real  estate  by  adverse  use  to  have  paid  the  taxes  thereon 
during  the  prescriptive  period.**  This  applies  also  to  water-rights, 
as  they  are  real  estate.^  In  construing  this  rule,  the  adverse  claim* 
ant  is  favored.  If  no  taxes  were  assessed,  the  rule  is  inoperative.^ 
The  burden  of  proof  that  taxes  were  assessed,  and  also  that  they 
were  not  paid,  is  not  on  the  adverse  claimant,  but  on  the  owner.' 
If  the  claimant  used  the  water  upon  other  land  owned  by  him, 
tnd  paid  the  taxes  assessed  upon  that  land  generally,  that  fulfills 
ibe  requisite,  though  there  was  no  separate  or  specific  payment  of 
taxes  for  the  water,  there  having  been  no  separate  assessment 
Ihereof.®  Where  an  irrigation  ditch  across  defendant '€  land  which 
plaintiff  claimed  the  use  of  by  adverse  user  was  not  assessed  apart 
from  the  land,  or  at  all,  payment  of  taxes  by  plaintiff  was  not 
necessary  to  establish  adverse  user ;  and  since  an  easement  need  not 
be  assessed  apart  from  the  land,  the  burden  was  on  defendant  to 
show  that  the  ditch  was  so  assessed  if  he  claimed  that  payment  of 
taxes  by  plaintiff  was  necessary  to  establish  adverse  user.^^  If  the 
owner  pays  the  taxes  on  the  last  year  of  the  prescriptive  period, 
this  stops  the  running  of  prescription,  although  the  trespasser  paid 
during  the  other  four  years,  and  the  assessment  was  made  in  the 
fifth  year  also.^*  If  the  owner  pays  first,  a  duplicate  payment 
by  the  trespasser  is  of  no  avail  to  the  latter." 

The  requirement  that  taxes  be  paid  is  purely  statutory,  and  does 
not  exist  at  common  law.^^ 


5  E.  g.,  CaL  Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec. 
325;  Colo.  M.  A.  S.,  see.  2923;  Ariz. 
Rev.  Stats.  1901,  sec.  2935  et  seq.; 
Idaho  Rev.  Stats.  1887,  sec.  4043. 

«  Frederick  v.  Dickey,  91  Cal.  358, 
27  Pac.  742 ;  Swank  v.  Sweetwater  Irr. 
Co.,  15  Idaho,  353,  98  Pac.  297. 

T  Heilbron  v.  Last  Chance  Water 
etc.  Co.,  75  Cal.  117,  17  Pac.  65; 
Oneto  V.  Restano,  78  Cal.  374,  20  Pac. 
743;  Hesperia  etc.  Co;  v.  Rogers,  83 
Cal.  10,  17  Am.  St.  Rep.  202,  23  Pac. 
196. 

8  Ibid. 

9  Coonradt  v.  Hill,  79  Cal.  587,  21 
Pac.  1099. 

10  Sih-a  v.  Hawn,  10  Cal.  App.  544, 
102  Pac.  952. 

H  Glowner  v.  Alvarez,  10  Cal.  App. 
194,  101  Pac.  432. 

12  Cavanaugh  v.  Jackson,  99  CaL 
672,  at  675,  676,  34  Pac.  509. 


18  "It  appears  that  this  ditch  has 
never  been  assessed  separately  from 
the  land,  but  that  the  ^uente  Raneho 
was  always  assessed  wholly  to  Baldwin 
and  that  he  paid  the  taxes  thereon.  It 
is  urged,  in  view  of  these  circum- 
stances, that  under  section  325,  Code 
of  Civil  Procedure,  title  by  prescrip- 
tion could  not  have  been  acquired  by 
plaintiffs  and  cross-defendants.  A 
sufficient  answer  to  this  claim  is  that 
their  title  by  prescription  was  complete 
prior  to  the  amendment  of  section  325, 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  making  the 
payment  of  taxes  an  element  of  ad- 
verse possession,  which  amendment  was 
enacted  in  1878,  and  that  such  amend- 
ment therefore  has  no  application." 
Strong  V.  Baldwin,  154  Cal.  150,  129 
Am.  St.  Rep.  149,  97  Pac.  178,  citing 
Lucas  V.  Provines,  130  CaL  270,  62 
Pac  509. 
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§  591.  Against  the  United  States  or  the  State. — ^There  can  be 
no  adverse  use  against  the  United  States,  and  hence  if  -the  title 
to  the  water  or  land  involved  was  in  the  government  any  part  of 
the  five  years,  no  prescriptive  right  can  arise.^*  And,  also,  conse- 
quently, the  acquisition  of  a  right  by  appropriation  and  one  by 
adverse  ]ise  stand  on  entirely  different  footings. ^^  This,  however, 
has  reference  only  to  the  point  of  diversion  or  to  the  land  through 
which  the  stream  or  ditch  runs,  and  has  no  reference  to  the  place 
of  the  adverse  use.  Title  to  the  place  of  use  is  immaterial,  and 
the  use  may  be  made  upon  public  land  and  nevertheless  be  adverse 
to  private  rights  in  the  water.** 

Against  the  State  prescription  is  usually  allowed  by  statute,  but 
under  a  longer  time  than  against  a  private  party.  As  against  the 
State  of  California,  prescriptions  may  be  acquired  by  ten  years' 
adverse  use." 

(3d  ed.) 

§  692.  Gonclusion. — ^In  one  case  it  is  said  that  a  man's  title 
should  count  for  something  in  controversies  of  this  character ;  *^ 
and  in  another,  ''From  these  observations  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is 
difiScult  to  obtain  a  prescriptive  right  to  the  use  of  water  under 
our  law  as  it  now  stands."  This  remark  was  made  by  the  Idaho 
court,*®  after  setting  forth  requirements  similar  to  those  given 
above;  and  the  result  in  the  many  cases  where  a  right  by  adverse 
use  was  contended  for  substantiates  this  conclusion. 

Reference  should  also  be  made  to  the  sections  upon  prescription 
under  the  law  of  riparian  rights  and  the  law  of  percolating  water.^ 


D.    ESTOPPEL. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  593.    Elements  of  Estoppel  in  Pais. — ^The  elements  requisite 
for  estoppel  are  substantially  those  necessary  to  found  an  action 

H  Mathews  v.  Ferrea,  45  Cal.  51;  ahire,  144  Cal.  68,  77  Pac.  767;  Meng 

Wilkins  v.  McCue,  46  Cal.  656;  Jatunn  v.  Coffey,  67  Neb.  500,  108  Am.  St. 

V.  Smith,   95  Cal.  154,  30  Pac.  200;  Rep.  697,  93  N.  W.  715,  60  L.  R.  A. 

Smith  V.   Hawkins,   110   Cal.   122,  42  910. 

Pac.  453;  Vansickle  v.  Haines,  T  Nev.  17  Code  Qv.  Proc,  315;  Civ.  Code, 

249;  Wattier  v.  Miller,  11  Or.  329,  8  sec.  1007. 

Pac.  354;  Union  Min.  Co.  v.  Ferris,  2  18  Jensen  ▼.  Hunter  (Cal.),  41  Pac. 

Saw.    179,    Fed.    Cas.    No.    14,371,    8  17. 

Morr.  Min.  Bep.  90.  19  Hall  t.  Blackman,  8  Idaho,  272, 

15  Supra,  sec.  579.  68  Pac.  19. 

i«  Southern   Cal.    etc.    Co.    v.   Wil-  20  Infra,  sees.  863,  1170. 
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for  deceit,  with  the  exception  of  the  element  of  knowledge  of 
falsity.  In  deceit  there  must  be  some  statement,  or  conduct  im- 
plying a  statement,  which  is  untrue,  intending  the  other  party  to 
act  and  he  does  act  thereon,  damage,  and  knowledge  by  the  party 
making  the  statement  that  it  is  untrue.  The  omission  of  the  last 
element  from  estoppel  is  the  only  substantial  difference.  This  is 
substantially  set  forth  in  the  following  passage  from  Lux  v.  Hag- 
gin:"  **  There  are  estoppels  in  pads,  as  where  a  defendant  is  in- 
duced to  act  by  the  declarations  or  conduct  of  a  plaintiff,  which 
are  a  defense  both  at  law  and  equity.  Here  we  cannot  discover 
the  elements  of  such  an  estoppel.  The  defendant  has  acted  with 
full  knowledge  of  all  the  facts,  and,  as  must  be  presumed,  with 
full  knowledge  of  the  law  controlling  the  rights  of  the  parties. 
To  constitute  the  estoppel  the  party  claiming  the  benefit  of  it 
must  be  destitute  of  knowledge  of  his  own  legal  rights,  and  of  the 
means  of  acquiring  such  knowledge.  To  constitute  such  an 
estoppel  it  must  also  be  shown  that  the  person  sought  to  be 
estopped  has  made  an  admission  or  done  an  act  with  the  intention 
of  influencing  the  conduct  of  another,  or  that  he  had  reason  to 
believe  would  influence  hijs  conduct,  inconsistent  with  the  evi- 
dence he  proposes  to  give,  or  the  title  he  proposes  to  set  up; 
that  the  other  party  has  acted  upon,  or  been  influenced  by,  such 

• 

act  or  declaration ;  that  the  party  so  influenced  will  be  prejudiced 
by  allowing  the  truth  of  the  admission  to  be  disproved.  In  the 
case  before  us  the  fact  relied  on  as  proving  the  estoppel  is  that 
plaintiff  had  knowledge  of  the  expensive  canals  and  other  works 
of  defendant  while  they  were  in  progress,  and  did  not  object  to 
them.  The  bare  fact  that  ditches,  etc.,  were  constructed  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  plaintiffs,  though  at  great  expense,  without 
objection  by  plaintiffs  is  not  sufficient  to  constitute  (such)  an 
estoppel."^ 


21  69  Cal.  255,  10  Pftc.  674. 

22  In  Biddle  Boggs  v.  Merced  Min. 
Co.,  14  Cal.  279,  10  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
334,  a  leading  case  upon  the  subject 
of  estoppel,  Judge  Field  said:  "It 
is  uudoubtedly  true  that  a  party  will, 
in  many  instances,  be  concluded  by  his 
declarations  or  conduct,  which  have  in- 
fluenced the  conduct  of  another  to  his 
injury.  The  party  is  said  in  such 
cases  to  be  estopped  from  denying  the 
truth  of  bis  admissions.     But  to  the 

Water  Rightt— 41 


applleatioB  of  this  principle  with  re- 
spect to  the  title  of  property  it  must 
appear:  First,  that  the  party  making 
the  admission  by  his  declarations  or 
conduct  was  apprised  of  the  true  state 
of  his  own  title;  second^  that  he  made 
the  admission  with  the  express  inten- 
tion to  deceive,  or  with  such  careless 
and  culpable  negligence  as  to  amount 
to  culpable  fraud;  third,  that  the 
other  party  was  not  only  destitute  of 
aU  knowledge  of  the  true  state  of  the 
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The  fact  that  a  subsequent  appropriator  employed  the  prior 
appropriator  (plaintiff)  in  the  construction  of  its  works  does  not 
alone  raise  an  estoppel  against  plaintiff,^  though  it  is  otherwise 
where  plaintiff  gave  his  actual  consent  to  the  works.^^  In  one 
case^  it  was  said:  "The  evidence  shows  that  the  plaintiff  was 
employed  by  the  defendant  about  its  mill;  that  he  knew  it  was 
being  constructed  to  reduce  ores  and  made  no  objection  to  the 
erection  thereof.  Such  tacit  acquiescence,  however,  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  create  an  equitable  estoppel.  To  produce  such  an 
impediment,  the  evidence  must  conclusively  show  that  money 
has  been  expended  or  labor  performed  in  making  permanent  and 
valuable  improvements  upon  real  property  pursuant  to  an  agree- 
men:t  of  the  parties,  in  relation  to  the  exercise  of  some  right  over 
an  easement  in  the  lands  of  another,  or  some  joint  participation 
of  the  parties  in  the  enterprise  from  which  a  license  to  do  the 
particular  act  relied  upon  may  rea4»onably  be  inferred.'* 

Where  a  water  company  served  written  notice  of  its  claim,  this 
prevents  any  estoppel  in  favor  of  the  persons  so  served  by  reason 
of  any  subsequent  expenditures  by  them.^ 

The  question  is  often  confused  with  considerations  of  laches 
and  acquiescence  as  barring  an  injunction — an  entirely  different 
matter.' 


(3d  ed.) 

§  594.  Estoppel  by  Silence. — ^A  person  entitled  to  the  use  of 
water  is  not  deprived  thereof  by  estoppel  on  merely  seeing  another 
constructing  a  ditch  or  other  works  and  making  no  objection 
thereto  until  the  diversion  is  completed.  Merely  standing  by 
while  a  wrongdoer  incurs  expense  with  a  view  to  consummate  his 
plans  creates  no  estoppel.'    The  principle  is  the  same  as  that  set 


title,  but  of  the  means  of  acquiring 
such  knowledge;  and  fourth,  that  he 
relied  directly  upon  such  admission, 
and  will  be  injured  by  allowing  its 
truth  to  be  disproved.  These  quali- 
fications in  the  application  of  the  doc- 
trine will  be  found  fully  sustained  by 
the  authorities.  There  must  be  some 
degree  of  turpitude  in  the  conduct  of 
a  party  before  a  court  of  equity  will 
estop  him  from  the  assertion  of  his 
title — ^the  effect  of  the  estoppel  being 
to  forfeit  his  property  and  transfer 
it  to  another." 

23  Brown  v.  Gold  Coin  Min.  Co.,  48 
Or.  277,  86  Pac.  363. 


24  ChurchiU  ▼.  Baumann,  104  CaL 
369,  36  Pac.  93,  38  Pac.  43.  See  Cal. 
Civ.  Code,  sec.  3516. 

26  Brown  v.  Gold  Coin  Min.  Co., 
supra. 

1  Duckworth  v.  Watsonville  etc.  Co., 
150  Cal.  520,  89  Pac.  338;  Same  ▼. 
Same,  158  Cal.  206,  110  Pac.  927; 
Burr  V.  Maclay  B.  Co.,  154  Cal.  428, 
98  Pac.  260. 

2  Infra,  sees.  644  et  seq.,  651. 

8  Davis  V.  Martin,  157  Cal.  657, 
108  Pac.  866;  Anaheim  Co.  v.  Semi- 
Tropic  Co.,  64  Cal.  185,  194,  30  Pac. 
623;  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  10 
Pac.  674;  Hargrave  v.  Cook,  108  GaL 
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forth  in  regard  to  the  use  of  waste  water  coming  from  a  ditch, 
and  the  authorities  there  cited  are  also  in  point.*  Lower  or 
upper  rights  in  the  natural  stream  may  arise  by  appropriation ; 
or  upper  rights  by  adverse  use ;  but  standing  by  while  others  use 
the  water,  having  neither  such  right,  does  not  alone  work  an 
estoppel  in  their  favor.  If  one  has  no  right  by  appropriation  or 
adverse  use,  the  mere  silence  of  others  gives  him  none  by  estoppel. 

Estoppels  may  arise  where  the  necessary  facts  are  present. 
But  the  claim  is  usually  based  on  silence,  standing  by,  and  similar 
omission  to  act  while  another  is  incurring  expense  in  arranging 
hostile  plans.  "It  is  safe  to  say  that  few  cases  of  this  character 
have  been  tried  where  the  defense  of  estoppel  has  not  been  inter- 
posed with  result  uniformly  unsuccessful.  The  estoppel  argued 
'for  here  is  that  the  parties  now  seeking  to  assert  their  rights 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  do  so,  because  they  knew  that  the 
defendants  were  building  up  their  improvements,  and  relying 
upon  the  use  of  the  water  to  maintain  them.  An  all-sufficient 
answer  to  this  is  that  the  defendants  knew  also  that  the  com- 
plainant and  intervener  were  relying  upon  the  same  water  to 
maintain  their  improvements  already  made,  and  to  carry  on  their 
farming  operations  already  begun.  Under  this  view  of  it  the 
one  side  is  as  much  estopped  as  the  other.  "^ 

The  fact  that  one  who  had  filed  a  homestead  entry  on  land  made 
no  objection  to  the  construction  of  a  ditch  thereon  by  an  irriga- 
tion company  until  after  he  had  obtained  his  patent  did  not  estop 
him  from  asserting  that  his  patent  was  not  subject  to  the  com- 


72,  41  Pftc.  18,  30  L.  B.  A.  390;  Bath- 
gate  ▼.  Irvine,  126  Gal.  136,  77  Am. 
St.  Bep.  158,  58  Pac.  442;  Miller  & 
Lnz  T.  Madera  etc.  Co.,  155»  Cal.  59, 
99  Pae.  502,  22  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  391; 
Farmers*  Co.  v.  Pawnee  Co.,  47  Colo, 
239,  107  Pac.  286;  Snyder  v.  Colo, 
etc.  Co.  (Colo.),  181  Fed.  62;  ffiU  v. 
SUndard  Min.  Co.,  12  Idaho,  223,  85 
Pac.  912;  Walker  v.  Elmore  County, 
16  Idaho,  696,  102  Pac.  389;  Basmus- 
sen  V.  Blust,  83  Neb.  678,  120  N.  W. 
184;  Trambley  v.  Luterman,  6  N.  M. 
26,  27  Pac.  312;  Garrett  v.  Bishop, 
27  Or.  349,  41  Pac.  10;  Smyth  v. 
Neal,  31  Or.  105,  49  Pac.  850;  North 
Powder  Co.  v.  Coughanour,  34  Or.  9, 
54  Pac  223;  Lavery  v.  Arnold,  36 
Or.  84,  57  Pac.  906,  58  Pac.  524; 
Hallock  V.  Suitor,  37  Or.  9,  60  Pac. 
384;  Ewing  y.  Bhea,  37  Or.  583,  82 


Am.  St.  Rep.  783,  62  Pac.  790,  52  L. 
B.  A.  140;  Carson  v.  Hayes,  39  Or. 
97,  65  Pac.  814;  McPhee  t.  KeUey, 
44  Or.  193,  74  Pac.  401,  75  Pac.  713 ; 
Bolter  V.  Garrett,  44  Or.  304,  75  Pac. 
143;  Brown  v.  Gold  Coin  Min.  Co.,  47 
Or.  277,  86  Pac.  363;  Flinn  v.  Vaughn 
(Or.),  106  Pac.  642;  Orient  etc.  Co. 
▼.  Freckleton  etc.  Co.,  27  Utah,  125, 
74  Pae.  652;  Durga  v.  Lincoln  etc. 
Co.,  47  Wash.  477,  92  Pac.  343; 
Rhodes  v.  Barnes,  54  Wash.  145,  102 
Pac.  884;  McKinney  v.  Big  Horn  Co. 
(Wyo.,  1909),  167  Fed.  770,  93  C.  C. 
A.  258;  City  of  Patterson  v.  East 
Jersey  W.  Co.,  74  N.  J.  Eq.  49,  70 
Atl.  472;  McCann  v.  Wallace,  117 
Fed.  936.  See  93  Am.  St.  Rep.  71, 
note. 

*  Supra,  sec.  56  et  seq. 

A  Morris  v.  Bean,  146  Fed.  434. 
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pany's  rights,  in  view  of  the  statute  providing  that  all  convey- 
ances of  any  interest  in,  and  contracts  creating  any  encumbrances 
on  real  estate,  shall  be  by  deed.^ 

An  Oregon  case  (and  there  are  many  -such  decisions  in  this 
State  already  cited)  says:''  **It  is  said  that  plaintiffs  made  no 
objections  to  the  expenditures  of  large  sums  of  money  by  the 
defendants  in  opening  up  and  developing  their  mines  in  the  con- 
struction of  hydraulic  works  and  reservoirs  for  the  operation 
thereof.  But  the  mere  silence  of  the  plaintiffs  is  not  sufficient  to 
estop  them  from  now  asserting  their  rights  because  of  such  ex- 
penditures by  the  defendant.  They  were  not  acting  under  any 
license  or  agreement  with  the  plaintiffs,  but  upon  their  own 
responsibility;  and  the  plaintiffs  had  a  right  to  assume  that  they 
did  not  intend,  by  their  operation  of  their  mine,  to  interfere 
with  any  of  their  rights."  A  leading  California  case,*  referring 
to  an  instruction  ''That  if  those  from  and  through  whom  the 
plaintiffs  claim  had  the  prior  right  to  the  waters,  and  they  stood 
by  and  saw  those  from  whom  the  defendant  derives  his  title  to 
the  ditch,  and  the  right  to  the  waters  of  the  creek,  appropriate 
the  water  of  the  creek,  at  great  expenditure  of  money  and  labor, 
under  the  mistaken  idea  that  the  defendant's  vendors  were 
obtaining  the  first  appropriation,  and  did  not  inform  them  of  the 
mistake  they,  plaintiff's  vendors,  and  the  plaintiffs  who  claim 
under  them,  are  estopped  from  setting  up  their  prior  right  at 
this  time,"  says:  **In  the  light  of  the  subsequent  decisions,  it  can 
scarcely  be  claimed  that  the  facts  recited  in  the  instniction  con- 
stituted an  equitable  estoppel  which  could  be  relied  on  as  a  defense 
at  law.  It  may  be  that  the  defendant  had  the  better  right.  In 
fact,  the  defendant's  grantors  seem  to,  have  appropriated  the 
water  before  the  plaintiff's  grantors  even  'located'  the  mining 
claim.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  plaintiff's  predecessors  ever 
took  actual  possession  of  the  mining  claim ;  and  even  if  the  loca- 
tion of  the  claim  preceded  the  defendant's  appropriation,  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  manner  of  the  location  was  such  as  that 
defendant's  grantors  were  bound  to  take  notice  of  it.  But,  what- 
ever the  facts,  we  cannot  assent  to  the  proposition — apparently 
recognized  by  the  court — that    the    mere    silence  of  plaintiff's 

•  Atkinson  v.  Washington  Irr.  Co.,  7  Carson  v.  Hayes,  39  Or.  97,   65 

44  Wash.  75,  120  Am.  St.  Eep.  978,       Pac.  814,  817. 

86  Pac.  1123.  «  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69  CaL  255,  at 

278,  10  Pac.  674. 
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grantors,  disconnected    from    other    circumstances  in  evidence, 
created  an  estoppel  at  law." 

In  a  more  recent  case  ^  the  facts  were  stated,  such  as  that  while 
defendants  were  sinking  wells,  erecting  pumps,  and  laying  pipes, 
plaintiff  had  no  information  from  them  or  from  other  source,  as 
to  the  amount  of  water  to  be  pumped,  and  so  did  not  serve  any 
notice  that  defendants  incurred  expense  at  their  own  peril,  and 
similar  facts;  and  after  stating  these  facts,  Mr.  Justice  Shaw 
said:  ''The  facts  stated  are  not  sufficient  to  create  estoppels 
against  the  plaintiffs.  It  does  not  appear  that  either  Verdugo  or 
Ross  was  induced  to  put  down  his  well  by  any  act,  word  or  tacit 
encouragement  of  the  plaintiffs,  or  either  of  them,  or  relied  upon 
their  silence  as  evidence  of  his  own  right,  or  of  their  consent. 
Nor  does  it  appear  that  plaintiffs  intended  that  either  should  act 
in  reliance  upon  their  silence,  or  expected  that  either  would  do  so. 
It  is  not  shown  that  plaintiffs  were  under  any  duty  toward  either 
to  disclose  any  claim  they  might  have  to  the  water,  nor  that  said 
defendants  did  not  know,  at  least  as  well  as  the  plaintiffs  knew, 
that  the  pumping  of  the  respective  wells  would  decrease  the  west 
side  stream,  and  the  underflow  at  the  dam.  The  party  estopped 
must  always  intend,  or  at  least  must  be  so  situated  that  he  should 
be  held  to  have  expected,  that  the  other  party  shall  act,  and  the 
other  party  must,  by  the  words,  conduct  or  silence  of  the  first 
party,  be  induced  or  led  to  do  what  he  would  not  otherwise  do.^^ 
The  mere  fact  that  the  defendants  expended  money  in  sinking  the 
wells  and  putting  in  the  pumps  each  upon  his  own  land,  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  plaintiffs  and  without  objection  by  them,  creates 
no  estoppel.^^  A  mere  passive  acquiescence  where  one  is  under 
no  duty  to  speak  does  not  raise  an  estoppel."^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  696.    Same. — The  usual  case  where  estoppel  in  pais  comes 

into  play  in  the  law  of  waters  is  in  the  matter  of  executed  parol 

licenses.    There  the  party  estopped  has  done  an  affirmative  act,  the 

»  Verdugo  Canyon  W.  Co.  v.  Ver-  15,  5  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  598;   Maye  v. 

duRo    (1908),   152   Cal.   655,  93  Pac.  Yappan,  23  Oal.  308,  10  Morr.  Min. 

1021.  Bep.   101;    Stockman  v.   Riverside  L. 

10  Citing    Carpy   v.   DowdeU,     115  ft   I.   Co.,   64   Cal.   59,   28   Pac.   116; 
Ctl,  677,  47  Pac.  695 ;  Swain  v.  Sea-  Leonard  v.  Flynn,  89  Cal.  542,  23  Am. 
mans,  9  Wall.   274,    19  L.   Ed.   560;  St.  Rep.  500,  26  Pac.  1097. 
DickersoB  v.  Colegrove,  100  U.  8.  580,  12  Citing  Lux  v.   Haggin,   69   Cal, 
25  L.  Ed.  618.  270,    10    Pac.    674;    Rochdale    Co.    v. 

11  Citing  Kelly  ▼.  Taylor.  23  Cal.  Kin^,  2  Sim.,  N.  8.,  89. 
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giving  of  a  license,  with  intent  that  it  be  acted  upon ;  as  considered 
in  another  place.?^  Perhaps  such  cases  are  not  theoretical  estoppels, 
though  very  similar. 

Our  discussion  here  has  been  confined  to  estoppels  in  pais^ 
Regarding  estoppel  by  deed  and  estoppel  by  judgment,  reference 
is  made  elsewhere." 

Reference  is  also  made  to  other  places  where  delay,  incurring  of 
expense,  and  public  interest,  influence  the  remedy  obtainable 
without  questioning  the  rule  of  the  present  sections  that  they  in 
no  way  affect  the  right."^ 

18  Supra,  see.  556.  IB  Infra,  sees.  616,  644  et  seq.,  650, 

H  Supra,    sees.     541,    544;     infra,      65L 
secB.  1232,  1233. 

§§  596^03.    (Blank  numbers.) 
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CHAPTER  26. 

LOSS  OF  RIGHT  (CONTINUED)— EMINENT  DOMAIN. 

604.  Necessity  for  public  use. 

605.  Requirement  of  hearing  and  compensation. 

606.  What  is  a  public  use. 

607.  Private  enterprise  as  public  use. 

608.  Clark  ▼.  Nash. 

609.  Same — State  statutes  and  decisions. 

610.  In  California. 

611.  Statement  of  the  rule  of  Clark  y.  Naah. 

612.  Practical  results. 

613.  Conditions  imposed. 

614.  The  French  Irrigation  System. 

615.  Procedure  and  miscellaneous. 

616.  A  question  of  procedure. 

617.  Same. 

618.  Same. 
8  619-^23.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(3d  ed.) 

§  604.  Necessity  for  Public  Use. — ^The  State  cannot  take  prop- 
erty from  one  man  and  present  it  to  another  merely  because  it  pre- 
fers the  other  to  have  it  (as  the  kings  of  Europe  used  to  do),  even 
if  the  latter  is  willing  to  pay  for  it.  In  all  the  States  there  are 
constitutional  provisions  declaring  that  private  property  cannot 
be  taken  from  its  owner  without  due  process  of  law,  which  in- 
hibits taking  a  man's  property  from  him  for  uses  that  are  in  no 
way  public  uses..  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  so  pro- 
vides, as  concerns  Congress,  in  Amendment  V^ — ^"No  person  shall 
be  ...  .  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty  or  property  without  due 
process  of  law,"  and  likewise  so  provides  as  concerns  States,  in 
Amendment  XIV — **Nor  shall  any  State  deprive  any  person  of 
life,  liberty  or  property,  without  due  process  of  law."  For  a 
State  to  authorize  the  taking  of  private  property  from  its  owner 
for  purposes  in  no  way  public  would  be  unconstitutional  in  any 
State.  **This  is  necessarily  so,  because  private  property  without 
the  owner's  consent  cannot  be  taken  for  the  private  use  of  an- 
other without  violating  the  fourteenth  amendment  of  the  constitu- 

l  This  amendment  applies  only  to  v.  Bradley,  164  U.  S.  112,  17  Sup. 
acts  of  Congress.     Fallbrook  Irr.  Dist.       Ct.  Bep.  56,  41  L.  Ed.  369. 


648  (3ded.)     Pt.III.     THE  LAW  OF  PBIOB  APPROPRIATION.       5  605 

tion  of  the  United  States."^  But  this  great  principle  is  usually 
reinforced  by  the  constitutions  of  the  various  States  themselves. 
For  example,  the  California  constitution  provides:^  **No  person 
shall  be  .... ;  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty  or  property  without 
due  process  of  law.*'  These  are  the  guaranties  of  the  system  of 
private  ownership  of  property  and  of  the  security  of  the  individual 
against  oppression  by  public  officers,  under  which  we  live,  and 
which  even  the  new  States  of  Arizona,*  New  Mexico  *  and  Oklahoma  • 
have  included  in  their  constitutions. 

(3a  ed.) 

§  606.  Beqnirement  of  Hearing  and  Oompensation.— Even  when 
taken  for  public  use,  constitutions  so  firmly  protect  private  prop- 
erty that  they  prohibit  its  being  taken  away  from  its  owner 
without  a  due  hearing  and  just  compensation.  As  to  Congress 
the  Federal  constitution  so  provides  in  article  V — **Nor  shall 
private  property  be  taken  for  public  use,  without  just  compen- 
sation."'' 

The  California  constitution  provides  (in  article  1,  section  14) : 
"Private  property  shall  not  be  taken  or  damaged  for  public  use 
without  just  compensation  having  been  first  made  to,  or  paid  into 
court,  for  the  owner,  and  no  right  of  way  shall  be  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  any  corporation  other  than  municipal  until  full 
compensation  therefor  be  first  made  in  money  or  ascertained  and 
paid  into  court  for  the  owner,  irrespective  of  any  benefit  from 
any  improvement  proposed  by  such  corporation,  which  compen- 
sation shall  be  ascei;tained  by  a  jury,  unless  a  jury  be  waived,  as 
in  other  civil  cases  in  a  court  of  record,  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
law." 

In  Colorado  the  constitution  declares:  ®  **That  private  property 
shall  not  be  taken  or  damaged,  for  public  or  private  use,  with- 
out just  compensation.    Such  compensation  shall  be  ascertained 

2  Helena    etc.   Co.    t.    Spratt,    35  8  Art.  1,  sec.  13. 

Mont.  108,  88  Pac.  773,  8  L.  R.  A.,  4  ^^j^.  Const.,  art.  2,  see.  4. 

N.  S.,  567,  10  Ann.  Cas.  1055,  citing  ^  ^r   >V^  o  .0 

Missouri  Pacific  R.  Co.  v.  Nebraska,  ^  N.  M.  Const.,  art.  2,  sec  18. 

164  U.  S.  403,  17  Sup.  Ct.  Kep.  130,  6  Okl.  Const.,  art.  2,  sec.  7. 

41  L.  Ed.  489;   Fallbrook  Irr.  Dist.  ,  ^^.              '        ^         ,.           ,     ^ 

V.   Bradley,   164  U.   S.   158,   17   Sup.  J  This  amendment  applies  only  to 

Ct.  Rep.  56,  41  L.  Ed.  369;   Matter  acts  of  Congress.     Fallbrook  Irr  Dist. 

of  Tuthill,  163  N.  Y.  133,  79  Am.  St.       I,    ^™^^^?'   ^^f  ^' ^a    oin'   ^   ^"^• 
Bep.  574,  57  N.  E.  303,  49  L.  B.  A.       Ct.  Rep.  06,  41  L.  Ed.  369. 
781.  ^  Const.,  art.  2,  sec.  15. 
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by  a  board  of  commissioners,  of  not  less  than  three  freeholders,  or 
by  jury,  when  required  by  the  owner  of  the  property,"  etc.* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  606.  What  is  a  Public  Use.— While  the  law  of  eminent 
domain  applies  only  to  takings  for  a  public  use,  there  are  two 
lines  of  decisions  upon  what  is  a  public  use.  The  older  one  is 
that  a  public  use  of  water  must  be  for  the  use  of  the  general  pub- 
lic, the  taking  being  by  its  official  representatives  or  someone 
standing  in  the  position  of  a  public  agent,  and  not  for  particular 
individuals  or  estates.  Such  seems  to  be  the  rule  in  California.*^ 
Consequently,  in  California,  water  cannot  thus  be  taken  to  run 
a  group  of  mines,  as  it  is  merely  private  enterprise.**  For  irri- 
gation, under  this  view,  water  must  be  condemned,  if  at  all,  only 
by  cori>orations*or  others  who  will  (and  after  taking  it  must)*^ 
supply  it  to  the  public  in  general,  and  not  merely  for  their  own 
use.  Such  corporations,  then,  stand  in  the  position  of  an  agent 
of  the  public.*^  Lux  v.  Haggin  says:  **It  must  always  be  borne 
in  mind  that  under  the  codes  no  man,  or  set  of  men,  can  take 
another's  property  for  his  own  excliLsive  use.  Whoever  attempts 
to  condemn  the  private  right  must  be  prepared  to  furnish  (to  the 
extent  of  the  water  he  consumes  and  pays  for)  every  individual 
of  the  community  or  communities,  farming  neighborhood  or 
farming  neighborhoods,  to  which  he  conducts  it,  the  consumers 
being  required  to  pay  reasonable  rates,  and  being  subjected  to 
reasonable  regulations." 


•  Some  other  examples  are,  iniir 
alia:  "Private  property  may  be  taken 
for  public  use,  but  not  until  a  juBt 
compensation,  to  be  ascertained  in  a 
manner  prescribed  by  law,  shaU  be 
paid  therefor."  Idaho  Const.,  art.  1, 
sec.  14.  See  Ariz.  Const.,  art.  2,  sec 
17 ;  N.  M.  Const.,  art.  2,  sec.  20 ;  Okl. 
Const.,  art.  2,  sec.  24;  Utah  Const., 
art.  1,  sec.  22. 

In  the  civil  law  the  principle  also 
exists,  though  not  having  the  binding 
force  of  a  constitution:  "No  one  can 
be  despoiled  of  his  property,  nor  of 
his  rights,  not  even  on  account  of 
public  utility,  without  first  haying 
given  to  him  proper  indemnity." 
Eschricho  Aguas,  sec.  2. 

10  Hildreth  v.  Montecito  etc.  Co., 
139  Cal.  22,  72  Pac.  395;  Merrill  v. 
Southsidp  Irr.  Co.,  112  Cal.  426,  44 
Pac.   720;   Los  Angeles   v.   Pomeroy, 


124  Cal.  597  57  Pac.  585 ;  Leavitt  t. 
Lassen  Irr.  Co.,  157  CaL  82,  106  Pac 
404. 

11  Consolidated  etc.  Co.  v.  Central 
etc.  By.,  51  Oal.  269,  5  Morr.  Min. 
Bep.  438;  Cummings  ▼.  Peters,  56 
Cal.  593;  Lorenz  v.  Jacob,  63  Cal. 
73;  Dower  v.  Richards,  73  Cal.  480, 
15  Pac  105;  Amador  etc.  Co.  v.  De 
Witt,  73  Cal.  485,  15  Pac.  74;  County 
of  Sutter  ▼.  Nichol  (1908),  152  CaL 
688,  93  Pac  872,  15  L.  E.  A.,  N.  S., 
616,  14  Ann.  Cas.  900. 

12  Infra,  sec.  1280. 

13  State  ex  rel.  Wilson  v.  Superior 
Court,  47  Wash.  397,  92  Pac  271; 
Colorado  etc  Co.  v.  Mc  Far  land  et  al. 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.),  94  8.  W.  400;  Bor- 
den V.  Tree  Palacios  etc.  Co.,  98  Tex. 
494,  107  Am.  St.  Rep.  640,  86  S.  W. 
11;  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  10 
Pac.  674. 
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The  California  constitution  provides  that  sale,  rental,  or  distri- 
bution of  water  is  a  public  use." 

The  California  legislature  has  provided^  for  various  cases  of 
eminent  domain  proceedings,  among  them  the  following:  *' Canals, 
ditches,  dams,  pondings,  flumes,  aqueducts  and  pipes,  for  irriga- 
tion, public  transportation,  supplying  mines  and  farming  neigh- 
borhoods with  water,  and  draining  and  reclaiming  lands,"  etc. 
The  court  has  upheld  the  taking  by  irrigation  districts  *•  and  by 
irrigation  companies,  under  the  provision  allowing  the  taking  for 
' 'farming  neighborhoods."^^  What  constitutes  a  farming  neigh- 
borhood was  considered  in  Lux  v.  Haggin,  saying:  **The  words 
'farming  neighborhoods'  are  somewhat  indefinite;  the  idea  sought 
to  be  conveyed  by  them  is  more  readily  conceived  than  put  into 
accurate  language.  Of  course  'farming  neighborhood'  implies 
more  than  one  farm ;  but  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  that  any  cer- 
tain number  is  essential  to  constitute  such  a  neighborhood.  The 
vicinage  may  be  nearer  or  more  distant,  reference  being  had  to 
the  populousness  or  sparseness  of  population  of  the  surrounding 
country ;  but  the  farmers  must  be  so  near  to  each  other — relatively 
to  the  surrounding  settlers — as  to  make  what  in  popular  parlance 
is  known  as  a  'farming  neighborhood.'  A  very  exact  definition 
of  the  word  is  not,  however,  of  paramount  importance.  The  main 
purpose  of  the  statutes  is  to  provide  a  mode  by  which  the  State, 
or  its  agent,  may  conduct  water  to  arable  lands  where  irrigation 
is  a  necessity,  on  payment  of  due  compensation  to  those  from 
whom  the  water  is  diverted.  The  same  agent  of  the  State  may 
take  water  to  more  than  one  farming  neighborhood."  In  1911  a 
statute  in  general  terms  declares  irrigation  to  be  a  public  use.*^* 

The  taking  for  a  public  water  supply  in  California  ^®  was  up- 
held.^^ 


1*  Art.  14,  Bee.  1.  See  infra,  sec 
1264. 

15  Cal.  Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  1238. 
Copied  subetantially  in  several  other 
States;  e.  g.,  Idaho  Bev.  Stats.  1887, 
sec.  5210,  subd.  3,  as  amended  in  Laws 
1903,  p.   204;   Idaho  Const.,  art.    1, 

B9Ca      A.^% 

i«  See  the  chapter  on  "Irrigation 
Districts,"  infra,  c.  58. 

n  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  10 
Pac.  674;  and  in  Aliso  etc.  Co.  v. 
Baker,   95   Cal.   268,   30    Pac    537; 


Lindsay  etc  Co.  v.  Mehrtens,  97  Cal. 
670,  32  Pac  802;  FaUbrook  Irr.  Dist. 
V.  Bradley,  164  U.  S.  112,  17  Sup.  Ct 
Bep.  56,  41  L.  Ed.  369. 

17«  Stats.  1911,  c.  719. 

18  Under  Code  o£  Civil  Procedure, 
sec.  1238. 

i»  St.  Helena  etc.  Co.  v.  Forbes,  62 
Cal.  182,  45  Am.  Bep.  659;  McCrary 
V.  Baudry,  67  Cal.  120,  7  Pac.  264; 
Santa  Cruz  v.  Enrigbt,  95  Cal.  105,  30 
Pac.   197.    See  Cal.   Const.,  art.   14, 

B6C    X« 
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On  the  other  hand,  mining  is  not,  in  California,  a  public  use, 
and  the  above  statute  authorizing  water  to  be  taken  to  run  a 
group  of  mines  is  to  this  extent  unconstitutional.^  The  differ- 
ence between  mining  and  irrigation  in  this  respect  emphasizes  the 
fact,  shown  throughout  this  whole  subject,  that  mining  is  no 
longer  the  paramount  industry  in  California. 

Where  general  public  supply  was  intended,  the  following,  for 
example,  have  been  held  public  uses,  for  which  the  power  of 
eminent  domain  may  be  exercised:  Irrigation  canals;^*  electric 
light,  heat  or  power  plant;"  courthouses,  jails,  schoolhouses,  city 
halls,  public  markets,  almshouses,  public  parks,  boulevards,  com- 
mons or  pleasure  grounds,  and  places  of  historic  interest,  a  con- 
vention hall.^  But  water  supply  to  sawmills  to  generate  steam 
in  boilers  for  manufacturing  is  held  not  a  public  use ;  ^  and 
quaere  whether  a  municipality  can  condemn  water-rights  on  a 
stream  for  the  purpose  of  polluting  it  with  sewage.** 

What  is  a  public  use  is  always  ultimately  a  judicial  question ; 
but  a  legislative  declaration  that  a  certain  use  is  public  is  pre- 
sumed to  be  correct,  and  will  not  be  overturned  unless  it  clearly 
appears  to  be  without  reasonable  foundation.^  Where  the  in- 
tended use  is  for  the  government,  the  presumption  that  it  is  a 
public  use  is  stronger  than  when  the  proposed  supply  to  or  ser- 
vice of  the  public  is  to  be  made  by  a  private  corporation  under 
'   delegated  right  of  eminent  domain.' 


20  Cases  cited  t^Tpra, 

21  Portneuf  Irr.  Co.  t.  Budge 
(1909),  16  Idaho,  116,  100  Pac.  1046. 

22  Tuolumn«  etc.  Co.  v.  Frederick, 
13  Cal.  App.  498,  110  Pac.  134 ;  North- 
ern Cal.  etc.  Co.  v.  Stacher,  13  Cal. 
App.  404,  109  Pac.  896  j  Walker  v. 
Shasta  Power  Co.  (Cal.),  160  Fed. 
859,  87  C.  C.  A.  660;  Sternberger  v. 
Seaton  etc.  Co.,  45  Colo.  401,  102  Pac. 
168;  Hollister  v.  State,  9  Idaho,  8, 
71  Pac.  541.  See,  also,  21  L.  R.  A., 
410,  note;  Or.  Laws  1911,  c.  265, 
p.  456;  United  States  Geological  Sur- 
vey, Water  Supply  Paper  No.  238. 
But  see  contra,  Minnesota  Co.  v. 
Kaochiching  Co.,  97  Minn.  444,  107 
N.  W.  410,  5  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  638,  7 
Ann.  Cas.  1182.  See,  also,  infra,  sec. 
609,  note  21. 

23  State  ex  rel.  Manhattan  etc.  Co. 
V.  Barnes,  22  Okl.  191,  97  Pac.  1000, 
reviewing  authorities. 


24  State  ez  rel.  Shropshire  t.  Su- 
perior Court  (1909),  51  Wash.  386, 
99  Pac  3 

25  Villag«  of  Twin  Falls  ▼.  Stubbs, 
15  Idaho,  68,  96  Pac.  195. 

1  Lux  T.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  10 
Pac.  674;  Pazton  etc.  Co.  ▼.  Farmers' 
etc.  Co.,  45  Neb.  884,  50  Am.  St.  Rep. 
585,  64  N.  W.  343,  29  L.  B.  A.  853 ; 
State  ez  rel.  Manhattan  etc.  Co.  v. 
Barnes,  22  Okl.  191,  97  Pac.  1000 
(citing  2  Dillon  on  Mun.  Corp.,  703; 
Cooley  on  Const.  Lim.,  7th  ed.,  p.  777 ; 
Logan  V.  Stogsdale,  123  Ind.  372,  24 
N.  E.  135,  8  L.  B.  A.  58;  United 
States  V.  Gettysburg  Co.,  160  U.  S. 
668,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  427,  40  L.  Ed. 
576 ;  Tuttle  v.  Moore,  3  Ind.  Ter.  712, 
64  S.  W.  585). 

2  United  States  v.  Gettysburg  Co., 
160  U.  S.  668,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  427, 
40  L.  Ed.  576;  State  ex  rel.  Man- 
hattan etc.  Co.  V.  Barnes,  22  Okl.  191, 
97  Pac.  1000. 
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Cases  holding  that/  to  constitute  a  public  use,  the  use  must  be 
for,  or  available  to,  the  general  public,  and  that  all  the  public,  or 
a  class  thereof,  must  have  a  right  to  share  directly  in  the  use,  are 
given  herewith.* 

This  is  again  considered  in  connection  with  the  distribution  of 
water  to  public  uses.* 


•(3d  ed.) 

§  607.  Private  Enterprise  as  Public  Use. — On  the  other  hand, 
there  is  the  second  view,  that  the  right  to  actual  use  by  the  public 
or  a  class  thereof  is  not  necessary,  but  that  the  promotion  of  a 
great  industry,  such  as  mining  in  some  States,  irrigation  in  others, 
may,  under  peculiar  local  conditions,  be  of  sufficient  interest  to 
the  public  at  large  to  constitute  the  taking  of  another  man's 
property  by  a  private  person  for  his  individual  enterprise  alone, 
a  public  use.  Public  use  is  considered  more  from  the  view  of 
''public-spirited  private  use"  than  of  actual  use  by  the  public. 
The  leading  case  in  support  of  this  doctrine  is  the  recent  decision 
of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  in  Clark  v.  Nash,^ 
affirming  the  Utah  case  of  Nash  v.  Clark.*  The  supreme  court  of 
Utah  said:  ''One  class  of  authorities,  in  a  general  way,  holds 
that  by  public  use  is  meant  a  use  by  the  public  or  its  agencies — 
that  is,  the  public  must  have  the  right  to  the  actual  use  in  some 
way  of  the  property  appropriated;  whereas  the  other  line  of  . 
decisions  holds  that  it  is  a  public  use  within  the  meaning  of  the 
law  when  the  taking  is  for  a  use  that  will  promote  the  public 


s  As  cited  in  Helena  etc.  Co.  ▼. 
Spratt,  35  Mont.  108,  88  Pac.  775,  8  L. 
R.  A.,  N.  S.,  567,  viz.:  Borden  v. 
Trespalacios  Rice  etc.  Co.  (Tex.  Ciy. 
App.),  82  8.  W.  461;  Pittsburg  etc. 
R.  Co.  V.  Benwood  Iron  Works,  31  W. 
Va.  710,  8  S.  E.  453,  2  L.  R.  A.  680; 
Varner  v.  Martin,  21  W.  Va.  534; 
Fallsburg  Power  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Alex- 
ander, 101  Va.  98,  99  Am.  St.  Rep. 
855,  43  S.  E.  194,  61  L.  R.  A.  129; 
In  re  Barre  Water  Co.,  72  Vt.  413, 
48  Atl.  653;  Avery  v.  Vermont  Elec- 
tric Co.,  75  Vt.  235,  98  Am.  St.  Rep. 
818,  54  Atl.  179,  59  L.  R.  A.  817; 
Berrien  Springs  Water  Co.  v.  Berrien 
Circuit  Judge,  133  Mich.  48,  103  Am. 
St.  Rep.  438,  94  N.  W.  "379;  Brown 
V.  Gerald,  100  Me.  351,  109  Am.  St. 
Rep.  526,  61  Atl.  785,  70  L.  R.  A.  472; 
State  ex  rel.  Tacoma  etc.  Co.  v.  White 


River  Power  Co.,  39  Wash.  648,  82 
Pac.  150,  2  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  842,  4 
Ann.  Cas.  987;  State  v.  Superior 
Court,  42  Wash.  660,  85  Pac.  666. 

See,  also.  State  ex  rel.  Wilson  v. 
Superior  Court,  47  Wash.  397,  92  Pac. 
271;  Hildreth  v.  Montecito  W.  Co., 
139  Cal.  22,  72  Pac.  395;  Leavitt  v. 
Lassen  Irr.  Co.,  157  Cal.  82,  106  Pac. 
404;  Price  v.  Riverside  etc.  Co.,  56 
Cal.  431;  McCrary  v.  Beaudry,  67 
Cal.  120,  7  Pac.  264;  Crow  v.  San 
Joaquin  W.  Co.,  130  Cal.  309,  62  Pac. 
562,  1058. 

4  Infra,  sec.  1260  et  seq. 

5  198  U.  S.  361,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
676,  49  L.  Ed.  1085,  4  Ann.  Cas.  1171. 

e  27  Utah,  158,  101  Am.  St.  Rep. 
953,  75  Pac.  371,  1  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S., 
208. 
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interest,  and  which  use  tends  to  develop  the  natural  resources  of 
the  commonwealth.'*  And  held  that  a  Utah  statute''  providing 
for  the  enlargement  by  condemnation  of  another's  ditch  to  con- 
vey water  to  your  land  for  irrigation  is  constitutional.®  This  was 
affirmed  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  in  Clark  v. 
Nash,®  as  follows: 


(3d  ed.) 

§  608.  Clark  v.  Nash.^^ — ^In  the  course  of  the  statement  of  the 
case  by  Mr.  Justice  Peckham,  it  is  said:  **This  action  was  brought 
by  the  defendant  in  error,  Nash,  to  condemn  a  right  of  way,  so 
called,  by  enlarging  a  ditch  for  the  conveying  of  water  across  the 
land  of  plaintiffs  in  error,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  water  from 
Fort  Canyon  Creek,  in  the  county  and  State  of  Utah,  which  is  a 
stream  of  water  flowing  from  the  mountains  near  to  the  land  of 

the  defendant  in  error,  and  thus  to  irrigate  his  land That 

the  said  waters  of  said  Fort  Canyon  Creek  cannot  be  brought 
upon  the  said  plaintiff's  said  land  by  any  other  route  except  by 
and  through  the  ditch  of  the  defendants,  owing  to  the  canyon 
through  which  said  ditch  runs  being  such  as  to  only  be  possible 
to  build  one  ditch."  Defendants  refused  to  give  permission. 
The  ditch  was  to  be  widened  only  one  foot  and  the  whole  damage 
would  be  forty  dollars  ($40).  Mr.  Justice  Peckham  delivered  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  which  follows  in  full : " 

''The  plaintiffs  in  error  contend  that  the  proposed  use  of  the 
enlarged  ditch  across  their  land  for  the  purpose  of  conveying 
water  to  the  land  of  the  defendant  in  error  alone  is  not  a  public 
use,  and  that,  therefore,  the  defendant  in  error  has  no  constitu- 
tional or  other  right  to  condemn  the  land,  or  any  portion  of  it, 
belonging  to  plaintiffs  in  error,  for  that  purpose.  They  argue 
that,  although  the  use  of  water  in  the  State  of  Utah  for  the  pur- 
poses of  mining  or  irrigation  or  manufacturing  may  be  a  public 


T  Utah  Rev.  Stats.,  1898,  sec.  1278; 
Comp.  Laws  1907,  sec.  1288x22;  Laws 
1905,  p.  160. 

8  Relying  on  Dayton  Min.  Co.  v. 
Seawell,  11  Nev.  394,  5  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  424,  holding  similarly  as  to  a 
right  of  way  to  haul  material  to 
one's  mine;  and  citing  Oury  v.  Good- 
win, 3  Ariz.  255,  26  Pac.  376;  De 
Graflfenried  v.  Savage,  9  Colo.  App. 
131,  47  Pac.  902;  Yunker  v.  Nichols, 
1  Colo.  551,  8  Morr.  Min.  Rep.   64; 


Schilling  y.  Rominger,  4  Colo.  100; 
EUinghouse  v.  Taylor,  19  Mont.  462, 
48  Pac.  757;  Fallbrook  Irr.  Co.  v. 
Bradley,  164  U.  S.  112,  17  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  56,  41  L.  Ed.  369. 

0  198  U.  S.  361,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
676,  49  L.  Ed.  1085,  4  Ann.  Cas.  1171. 

10  198  U.  S.  361,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
676,  49  L.  Ed.  1085,  4  Ann.  Cas.  1171. 

11  aark  V.  Nash,  198  U.  S.  361,  25 
Sup.  Ct.  Ren.  676,  49  L.  Ed.  Iu85,  4 
Ann.  Cas.  1171. 


654  (3d  ed.)     Pt.  IH.     THE  LAW  OF  PBIOE  APPROPRIATION.        8  608 

use  where  the  right  to  use  it  is  common  to  the  public,  yet  that  no 
individual  has  the  right  to  condemn  the  land  for  the  purpose  of 
conveying  water  in  ditches  across  his  neighbor's  land,  for  the 
purpose  of  irrigating  his  own  land  alone,  even  where  there  is,  as 
in  this  case,  a  State  statute  permitting  it. 

'*In  some  States,  probably  in  most  of  them,  the  proposition  con- 
tended for  by  the  plaintiffs  in  error  would  be  sound.  But 
whether  a  statute  of  a  State  permitting  condemnation  by  an  in- 
dividual for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  water  for  his  land  or  for 
mining  should  be  held  to  be  a  condemnation  for  a  public  use,  and, 
therefore,  a  valid  enactment,  may  depend  upon  a  number  of  con- 
siderations relating  to  the  situation  of  the  State  and  its  possibili- 
ties for  land  cultivation,  or  the  successful  prosecution  of  its  min- 
ing or  other  industries.  Where  the  use  is  asserted  to  be  public, 
and  the  right  of  the  individual  to  condemn  land  for  the  purpose 
of  exercising  such  use  is  founded  upon  or  is  the  result  of  some 
peculiar  condition  of  the  soil  or  climate,  or  other  peculiarity  of 
the  State,  where  the  right  of  condemnation  is  asserted  under  a 
State  statute,  we  are  always,  where  it  can  fairly  be  done,  strongly 
inclined  to  hold  with  the  State  courts,  when  they  uphold  a  State 
statute  providing  for  such  condemnation.  The  validity  of  such 
statutes  may  sometimes  depend  upon  many  different  facts,  the 
existence  of  which  would  make  a  public  use,  even  by  an  indi- 
vidual, where,  in  the  absence  of  such  facts,  the  use  would  clearly 
be  private.  Those  facts  must  be  general,  notorious,  and  acknowl- 
edged in  the  State,  and  the  State  courts  may  be  assumed  to  be 
exceptionally  familiar  with  them.  They  are  not  the  subject  of 
judicial  investigation  as  to  their  existence,  but  the  local  courts 
know  and  appreciate  them.  They  understand  the  situation  which 
led  to  the  demand  for  the  enactment  of  the  statute,  and  they  also 
appreciate  the  results  upon  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  State 
which,  in  all  probability,  would  flow  from  a  denial  of  its  validity. 
These  are  matters  which  might  properly  be  held  to  have  a  mate- 
rial bearing  upon  the  question  whether  the  individual  use  pro- 
posed might  not  in  fact  be  a  public  one.  It  is  not  alone  the  fact 
that  the  land  is  arid  and  that  it  will  bear  crops  if  irrigated,  or 
that  the  water  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  working  a  mine, 
that  is  material ;  other  facts  might  exist  which  are  also  material — 
such  as  the  particular  manner  in  which  the  irrigation  is  carried 
on  or  proposed,  or  how  the  mining  is  to  be  done  in  a  particular 
place  where  water  is  needed  for  that  purpose.    The  general  situa- 
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tioD  and  amount  of  tl^e  arid  land  or  of  the  mines  themsehres  might 
also  be  material  and  what  proportion  of  the  water  each  owner 
should  be  entitled  to ;  also  the  extent  of  the  population  living  in 
the  surrounding  country,  and  whether  each  owner  of  land  or 
mines  could  be,  in  fact,  furnished  with  the  necessary  water  in  any 
other  way  than  by  the  condemnation  in  his  own  behalf,  and  not 
by  a  company,  for  his  use  and  that  of  others. 

**  These,  and  many  other  facts  not  necessary  to  be  set  forth  in 
detail,  but  which  can  easily  be  imagined,  might  reasonably  be  re- 
garded as  material  upon  the  question  of  public  use,  and  whether 
the  use  by  an  individual  could  be  so  regarded.  With  all  of  these 
the  local  courts  must  be  presumed  to  be  more  or  less  familiar. 
This  court  has  stated  that  what  is  a  public  use  may  frequently 
and -largely  depend  upon  the  facts  surrounding  the  subject,  and 
we  have  said  that  the  people  of  a  State,  as  also  its  courts,  must,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  be  more  familiar  with  such  facts,  and  with 
the  necessity  and  occasion  for  the  irrigation  of  the  lands,  than 
can  anyone  be  who  is  a  stranger  to  the  soil  of  the  State,  and  that 
such  knowledge  and  familiarity  must  have  their  due  weight  with 
the  State  courts.^^  It  is  true  that  in  the  Fdllbroole  case  the  ques- 
tion was  whether  the  use  of  the  water  was  a  public  use  when  a 
corporation  sought  to  take  land  by  condemnation  under  a  State 
statute,  for  the  purpose  of  making  reservoirs  and  digging  ditches 
to  supply  landowners  with  the  water  the  company  proposed  to 
obtain  and  save  for  such  purpose.  This  court  held  that  such  use 
was  public.  The  case  did  not  directly  involve  the  right  of  a  sin- 
gle individual  to  condemn  land  under  a  statute  providing  for  that 
condemnation. 

'*We  are,  however,  as  we  have  said,  disposed  to  agree  with  the 
Utah  court  with  regard  to  the  validity  of  the  State  statute  which 
provides,  under  the  circumstances  stated  in  the  act,  for  the  con- 
demnation of  the  land  of  one  individual  for  the  purpose  of  allow- 
ing another  individual  to  obtain  water  from  a  stream  in  which  he 
has  an  interest,  to  irrigate  his  land,  which  otherwise  would  remain 
absolutely  valueless. 

**But  we  do  not  desire  to  be  understood  by  this  decision  as  ap- 
proving of  the  broad  proposition  that  private  property  may  be 
taken  in  all  cases  where  the  taking  may  promote  the  public  inter- 
est and  tend  to  develop  the  natural  resources  of  the  State.    We 

12  ating  Fallbrook  Irr.  Dist  v.  Bradley,  164  U.  S.  112,  159,  17  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  56,  41  L.  Ed.  369,  388. 
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similar  to  those  cited,  to  mining,  in  Alaska,  Nevada  and  Utah.^" 
It  has  been  applied  to  irrigation  in  Arizona,  Colorado,  Idaho, 
Montana,  Nebraska,  Texas,  Utah,  and  Washington.^*  It  has  been 
applied  in  Idaho  to  taking  land  for  a  storage  reservoir  to  float 
logs  to  a  private  sawmill ;  *®  in  Montana,^*^  to  flooding  lands  to 
obtain  water-power  by  an  electric  company  supplying  mines  and 
smelters  (as  well  as  supplying  water,  for  irrigation,  by  the  same 
company).  Condemnation  for  power  plants  has,  in  the  West, 
usually  been  rested  on  this  view,  though,  when  the  company  is 
bound  to  supply  all  the  public  to  the  extent  of  its  capacity,  it 
would  also  be  a  public  use  under  the  narrower  view.^ 


17  Alaska, — Miocene  D.  Co.  v.  Jacob- 
sen,  146  Fed.  680,  77  C.  C.  A.  106. 
But  see  Van  Dyke  v.  Midnight  Sun 
Co.  (Alaska),  177  Fed.  90,  100  C.  C. 
A.  503,  saying  in  a  mining  case 
(dictum) :  "The  diyersion  of  the 
waters  of  Big  Hurrah  Creek  by  the 
plaintiff  was  not  for  any  public  use, 
but  solely  for  its  own  purposes.  If 
so,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  plain- 
tiff had  no  right'  of  condemnation." 

Colorado. — See  Snyder  v.  Colorado 
etc.  Co.  (C.  C.  A.),  181  Fed.  62  (dio- 
turn  that  right  of  way  for  a  private 
mining  ditch  may  be  condemned). 

Montana. — See  Kipp  v.  Davis  etc. 
Co.  (Mont.),  110  Pac.  237. 

Nevada. — ^Dayton  Min.  Co.  v.  Sea- 
weU,  11  Nev.  394,  5  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
424. 

Utah. — Strickley  ▼.  Highland  Boy 
Co.,  200  U.  8.  527,  26  Sup.  Ct.  Bep. 
301,  50  L.  Ed.  581,  4  Ann.  Cas.  1174. 

18  Arieona. — Oury  v.  Goodwin,  3 
Ariz.  255,  26  Pac.  376. 

Colorado. — Kaschke  v.  Canfield,  46 
Colo.  60,  102  Pac.  1061;  Yunker  v. 
Nichols,  1  Colo.  551,  8  Morr.  Min. 
Bep.  64,  semhle;  Schilling  v.  Bomin- 
ger,  4  Colo.  100,  semble;  Schneider 
V.  Schneider,  36  Colo.  518,  86  Pac. 
347,  semble;  Tripp  v.  Overacker,  7 
Colo.  73.  1  Pac.  695;  Downinjf  v. 
More,  12  Colo.  316,  20  Pac.  766;  Sand 
Creek  Co.  v.  Davis,  17  Colo.  326,  29 
Pac.  742 ;  Patterson  v.  Brown  etc.  Co., 
3  Colo.  App.  511,  34  Pac.  769. 

See  supra,  sec.  223,  appropriation 
on  private  land. 

Idaho. — Portneuf  Irr.  Co.  v.  Budge, 
16  Idaho,  116,  100  Pac.  1046  (dictum 
only). 

Montana. — Ellinghonse  v.  Taylor,  19 
Mont.  462,  48  Pac.  757.     In  Prentice 


T.  McKay,  38  Mont.  114,  98  Pac.  1081, 
it  is  said  (dictum) ,  in  a  case  where  a 
right  of  way  was  sought  for  individual 
and  not  general  supply:  ''Since  the 
use  of  water  is  declared  by  the  con- 
stitution of  this  state  (article  3,  sec- 
tion 15)  to  be  a  public  use,  the  right 
to  appropriate  water  on  the  land  of 
another  may  be  acquired  by  condem- 
nation proceedings." 

Nebraska. — Semble,  Crawford  etc. 
Co.  v.  Hathaway,  67  Neb.  325,  108 
Am.  St.  Bep.  647,  93  N.  W.  781,  60 
L.  B.  A.  889;  Cline  v.  Stock,  71  Neb. 
70,  102  N.  W.  265;  McCook  Irr.  Co. 
v.  Crews,  70  Neb.  115,  102  N.  W.  249^. 
See  Paxton  Co.  v:  Farmers'  Co.,  45 
Neb.  885,  50  Am.  St.  Bep.  585,  64  N. 
"W.  343,  29  L.  B.  A.  853. 

Texas. — Consider  Mundy  v.  Hart 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.),  Ill  S.  W.  236. 

Utah. — Clark  v.  Nash,  supra. 

Washington. — State  ex  rel.  Gal- 
braith  v.  Superior  Court  (Wash.),  110 
Pac.  429 ;  Weed  v.  Goodwin,  36  Wash. 
31,  78  Pac.  36.  (But  compare  State 
ex  rel.  Wilson  v.  Superior  Court,  47 
W^ash.  397,  92  Pac.  271.) 

19  Potlatch  etc.  Co.  v.  Peterson,  12 
Idaho,  769,  118  Am.  St.  Bep.  233,  88 
Pac.  426.  Contra,  see  State  ex  rel. 
Wilson  V.  Superior  Court,  47  Wash. 
397,  92  Pac.  271. 

20  Helena  Power  Co.  v.  Spratt,  35 
Mont.  108,  88  Pac.  773,  8  L.  B.  A.,  N. 
S.,  567,  10  Ann.  Cas.  1055. 

21  See  Salt  Lake  City  v.  Salt  Lake 
City  W.  &  E.  P.  Co.,  25  Utah,  441,  71 
Pac.  1071;  Hollister  v.  State,  9  Idaho, 
651,  71  Pac.  339;  Denver  P.  is  I.  Co. 
v.  Denver  &  B.  G.  B.  Co.,  30  Colo. 
204,  69  Pac.  568,  60  L.  B.  A.  383. 
See,  also,  supra,  sec.  606,  note  22. 
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In  a  recent  Idaho  case^  it  is  said:  ''The  decisions  under  many 
State  constitutions,  therefore,  are  of  little  value  as  precedents  for 
cases  arising  under  constitutions  like  that  of  Idaho,  Colorado, 
and  other  Western  States,  which  make  the  character  of  the  use, 
whether  strictly  public  or  otherwise,  the  criterion  of  the  right  to 
exercise  the  power.  There  are  two  well-marked  and  conflicting 
lines  of  decisions  by.  the  courts  in  dealing  with  the  constitutional 
rights  to  exercise  the  power  of  eminent  domain.  One  class  of 
those  decisions  is  represented  by  Brown  v.  Gerald,"  which  draws 
a  sharp  distinction  between  'public  use'  and  'public  benefit'  and 
guards  the  private  rights  of  property  against  the  assertion  of  the 
power  of  eminent  domain  for  public  benefits  as  distinguished 
from  public  use.  The  other  line  Of  decisions  is  represented  by 
Nash  V.  Clark,^  which  case  was  taken  by  error  to  the  suprenLe 
court  of  the  United  States.^  ....  The  latter  class  of  cases  takes 
the  view  that  the  general  welfare  and  benefit  of  the  public 
should  prevail  over  private  property  rights  even  though  the  use 
for  which  l^e  power  of  eminent  domain  is  asserted,  is  not,  in  a 
strict  sense,  a  public  use,  and,  as  stated  in  the  note  to  State  ex 
rel.  Tacoma  I.  Co.  v.  White  River  P.  Co.,^  'the  influence  of  pecu- 
liar local  conditions  and  necessities  in  determining  the  choice 
between  these  two  tendencies  is  plainly  discernible.'  ''  A  recent 
Montana  case,^  relying  on  Clark  v,  Nash,  says:  "The  courts  of 
the  Western  States  have,  as  a  rule,  adopted  a  liberal  view  of  the 
term  'public  use,'  and  in  the  main  have  largely  followed  the  so- 
called  'Mill  Cases'  of  New  England."*  And  quoting  another 
Montana  case:  "The  public  policy  of  the  Territory  and  of  the 
State  of  Montana  has  always  been  to  encourage  in  every  way 
the  development  of  the  minerals  contained  in  the  mountains; 
and  the  necessity  for  adding  to  its  tilled  acreage  is  manifest. 
This  State  is  an  arid  country,  and  water  is  essential  to  the  proper 
tillage  of  its   scattered   agricultural  valleys.     With   all  this  in 


22  Potlatch  etc.  Co.  v.  Peterson,  12 
Idaho,  769,  118  Am.  St.  Bep.  233,  88 
Pac.  426. 

2:i  100  Me.  351,  109  Am.  St.  Rep. 
526,  61  Atl.  785,  70  L.  R.  A.  472. 

24  27  Utah,  158,  101  Am.  St.  Rep. 
953,  75  Pac.  371,  1  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S., 
208,  1  Ann.  Cas.  300. 

25  Clark  V.  Nash,  198  U.  S.  361,  25 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  676,  49  L.  Ed.  1085,  4 
Ann.  Cas.  1174. 


1  39  Wash.  648,  82  Pac.  150,  2  L. 
R.  A.,  N.  S.,  842,  4  Ann.  Cas.  987. 

2  Helena  etc.  Co.  v.  Spratt,  35 
Mont.  108,  88  Pac.  773,  8  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  567,  10  Ann.  Cas.  1055. 

»  But  as  to  the  New  England  MiU 
acts  see  Blackstone  Mfg.  Co.  t. 
Town  of  Blackstone,  200  Mass.  82,  85 
N.  E.  880,  18  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  755, 
holding  that  these  acts  do  not  rest 
upon  principles  of  eminent  dofnain. 
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view,  it  was  expressly  declared  in  our  State  constitution  that  the 
use  of  water  by  private  individuals  for  the  purpose  of  irrigating 
their  lands  should  be  a  public  use."  And  concludes:  **We  are 
largely  influenced  in  so  holding  by  the  two  decisions  of  this  court 
hereinbefore  referred  to,  wherein  we  are  already  committed  to 
the  broad  and,  as  it  has  sometimes  been  called,  'statesman-like' 
view  of  this  question.'' 

In  the  Nebraska  cases  the  taking  was  by  corporations  propos- 
ing general  supply  and  hence  a  public  use  within  the  narrower 
definition,  but  the  decisions  were  placed  on  the  broader  ground.* 
**The  development  of  a  system  of  irrigation  and  the  appropria- 
tion and  application  of  the  waters  of  the  streams  of  the  State 
for  the  purpose,  is  obviously  a  work  of  internal  improvement." 
And  again,  referring  to  statutes,  **  Under  these  comprehensive 
provisions  the  legislature  could  have  intended  nothingness  than 
that  in  the  construction  and  operation  of  irrigation  enterprises 
private  property  reasonably  necessary  for  the  conduct  of  the 
business  could  be  taken  and  appropriated  on  due  compensation 
by  the  exercise  of  the  power  and  right  of  eminent  domain." 

A  late  case  in  Washington  allowed  a  company,  for  its  own  land, 
to  condemn  a  right  of  way  for  its  ditch  across  private  land.  The 
company  takes  water  from  the  Spokane  River  in  Kootenai  County, 
Idaho,  five  miles  east  of  the  Washington-Idaho  line,  and  conveys 
it  nineteen  miles  to  its  land  holdings  in  Spokane  County,  Wash- 
ington. The  court  held  that  the  benefit  to  the  public  which  sup- 
ports the  exercise  of  the  power  of  eminent  domain  for  purposes 
of  this  character  is  not  necessarily  the  service  the  parties  seek- 
ing to  acquire  such  rights  may  be  compelled  to  render  to  the 
public  in  connection  therewith,  but  is  the  development  of  the 
resources  of  the  State,  and  the  increase  of  its  wealth  generally, 
by  which  its  citizens  incidentally  reap  a  benefit.  It  was  argued 
against  the  condemnor  that  its  purpose  was  buying  up  lands  in 


4  Crawford  v.  Hathaway,  67  Neb. 
325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  93  N.  W. 
781,  60  L.  R.  A.  889. 

Other  decisions  adopting  this  view 
of  what  constitutes  a  public  use  are 
given  herewith.  As  cited  in  Helena 
etc.  Co.  V.  Spratt,  35  Mont.  108,  88 
Pac.  775,  8  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  567.  10 
Ann.  Cas.  1055,  viz.:  Aldridge  v.  Tus- 
cumbia  etc.  R.  Co.,  2  Stew.  (Ala.)  199, 
23  Am.  Dec.  307;  Todd  v.  Austin,  34 
Conn.    78  J    Hand   Gold    Min.    Co.    v. 


Parker,  59  Ga.  419;  Bradley  v.  New 
York  etc.  R.  Co.,  21  Conn.  294;  Great 
Falls  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Fernald,  47  N.  H. 
456;  Talbot  v.  Hudson,  16  Gray 
(Mass.),  417;  Olmstead  v.  Camp,  33 
Conn.  532,  89  Am.  Dec.  221;  Boston 
&  Roxbury  Mill  Co.  v.  Newman,  12 
Pick.  (Mass.)  467,  23  Am.  Dec.  622; 
Seudder  v.  Trenton  Delaware  Falls 
Co.,  1  N.  J.  Eq.  694-728,  23  Am.  Dec. 
756. 
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large  tracts  in  order  to  sell  them  in  small  holdings,  but  the  court 
said:  **It  is  utterly  immaterial  what  the  purpose  of  the  company 
was  in  acquiring  the  lands  or  whether  it  proposes  to  farm  the 
lands  itself  or  proposes  to  sell  them  oflf  in  tracts  of  varying  size 
to  others.  The  fact  remains  that  the  company  owns  the  water 
and  owns  the  lands  proposed  to  be  irrigated,  and  that  their  irri- 
gation will  promote  the  public  good  by  a  means  intended  to  be 
fostered  by  our  constitution.  Of  course  it  acquired  the  lands 
with  intent  to  profit  by  their  use  or  sale.  That  is  only  exercis- 
ing a  right  incident  to  all  ownership  as  any  private  owner  may 
exercise  it."  Instead  of  such  a  plan  being  invalid  as  ** specu- 
lative,*' it  would  seem,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  constituted 
actual  supply  and  distribution  to  the  public  who  buys  the  parcels, 
so  as  to  constitute  actual  public  service,  although  the  court,  as 
already  said,  treated  the  case  as  one  of  private  service.^ 

A  late  Utah  case  says  the  principle  of  Clark  v.  Nash  applies  to 
forcing  a  prior  appropriator  to  change  his  apparatus  and  install 
appliances  such  as  to  permit  a  taking  of  surplus  water  by  a  later 
appropriator,  provided  the  latter  reimburses  the  cost  of  the  change.*^* 

On  the  other  hand,  Clark  v.  Nash  is  held  not  to  apply  in  Wash- 
ington to  takings  for  private  manufacturing  purposes,^  nor  in 
California,  for  private  electric  power.'' 

(3d  ed.) 

§  610.    In  Oalifomia. — ^While,  as  has  been  said,  the  actual 

decisions  in  California  are  against  this  rule,  and  require  a  taking 
by  public  officials  or  those  in  the  position  of  public*  agents,  sup- 
plying or  serving  the  public  or  a  class  thereof,  yet  there  is  ground 
for  considering  it  not  concluded.  In  Lux  v.  Haggin  ®  the  court 
considered  it  an  open  question,  though  somewhat  startling,  say- 
ing: **  Whether,  in  any  supposable  instance,  the  public  has  such 
interest  in  a  use  which  can  be  directly  enjoyed  only  by  an  indi- 
vidual for  his  profit,  and  without  any  concomitant  duty  from 
him  to  the  public,  as  that  the  government  may  be  justified  in 

8  State  ex  rel.  Galbraith  v.  Superior  River  Co.,  39  Wash.  648,  82  Pac.  150, 

Court  (Wash.),  110  Pac.  429.  2  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  842,  4  Ann.  Cas. 

5a  Salt     Lake     City     v.     Gardner  987. 

(Utah   1911),    114    Pac.    147.     There  7  Shasta  Power  Co.  v.  Walker,  149 

does  not  seem  to  have  been  any  statute  Fed.    568 ;     affirmed    in    Walker    v. 

so  providing,  however,  in  the  case.  Shasta  Power  Co.,  160  Fed.  856,  87 

e  State  ex  rel.  Galbraith  v.  Superior  C.  C.  A.  660. 

Court  (Wash.),  110  Pac.  429;   citing  8  69  CaL  255,  10  Pac.  674. 
State  ex  rel.  Tacoma  etc.  Co.  v.  White 
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employing  the  eminent  domain  power  for  the  use,  as  for  a  public 
use,  is  a  question  somewhat  startling,  but  which  is  not  involved 
in  the  decision  of  the  present  action.  In  case  further  legislation 
shall  be  deemed  expedient  for  the  distribution  of  waters  to  public 
uses,  we  leave  its  validity  to  be  determined  after  its  enactment, 
if  its  invalidity  shall  then  be  asserted.''  And  elsewhere  saying: 
**It  may  be  that,  under  the  physical  conditions  existing  in  some 
portions  of  the  State,  irrigation  is  not,  theoretically,  a  'natural 
want,*  in  the  sense  that  living  creatui*es  cannot  exist  without  it; 
but  its  importance  as  a  means  of  producing  food  from  the  soil 
makes  it  less  necessary,  in  a  scarcely  appreciable  degree,  from  the 
use  of  water  by  drinking  it.  The  government  would  seem  to  have 
not  only  a  distant  and  .consequential,  but  a  direct,  interest  in  the 
use;  therefore  a  public  use." 

Moreover,  in  Pallbrook  Irr.  Dist.  v.  Bradley  •  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  upheld  the  taking  by  California  irri- 
gation districts  on  this  ground  and  not  on  the  other  restricted 
ground,  saying:  **0n  the  otter  hand,  in  a  Stfite  like  California, 
which  confessedly  embraces  millions  of  acres  of  arid  lands,  an 
act  of  the  legislature  providing  for  their  irrigation  might  well 
be  regarded  as  an  act  devoting  the  water  to  a  public  use,  and 

therefore  as  a  valid  exercise  of  the  legislative  power The 

fact  that  the  use  of  the  water  is  limited  to  the  landowner  is 
not,  therefore,  a  fatal  objection  to  this  legislation."  And  iu 
conclusion  says:  **We  have  no  doubt  that  the  irrigation  of  really 
arid  lands  is  a  public  purpose,  and  the  water  thus  used  is  put 
to  a  public  use."  Further,  Clark  v.  Nash  was  relied  on  in  the 
Federal  court  of  the  circuit  in  which  California  lies,*®  which  held 
that  under  peculiar  local  conditions  (in  Alaska)  private  mining 
is  a  use  for  which  a  ditch  right  of  way  may  be  condemned.** 

On  the  other  hand,  Clark  v.  Nash  was  said  in  one  case  **  not 
to  apply  to  use  in  California  for  power  purposes,  and  it  should 
be  noted  that  the  constitution  only  declares  the  use  of  water 
^*for  sale,  rental  or  distribution"  a  public  use.*® 

0  164  V.  S.  117,  17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  "  Miocene  Ditch  Co.  v.  Jacobsen, 

56,  41  L.   Ed.  369.  146  Fed.  680,  77  C.  C.  A.  106. 

10  Under   Alaska  Code,  c.  22,   sec.  i2  Shasta  Power  Co.  v.  Walker,  149 

204,  31   Stats.  522,  which  is  worded  Fed.  568,  affirmed  in  Walker  v.  Shasta 

very    close    to    the    provision    of    the  Power  Co.,  160  Fed.  856,  87  C.  C.  A. 

California    ("ode    of    Civil    Procedure,  660. 

section    1238,    and    probably    copied  is  See    infrGf    sec.     1264.     See    a 

therefrom.  dictum  in  Logan  v.  Guichard   (Cal., 
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§  611.  Statement  of  the  Rule  of  Clark  v.  Nash.— This  rule,  that 
private  enterprise  may  constitute  a  public  use,  cannot  be  accu- 
rately summed  up  in  merely  a  few  words;  but  from  the  above 
the  following  may  be  a  serviceable  summary :  The  situation  of  a 
State  and  the  possibilities  and  necessities  for  the  successful  prose- 
cution of  various  industries,  and  peculiar  condition  of  soil  or 
climate  or  other  peculiarities,  being  general,  notorious  and 
acknowledged  in  the  State  so  as  to  be  judicially  known  and 
exceptionally  familiar  to  the  courts  without  investigation — such 
conditions  justify  a  State  court  in  upholding  a  statute  authoriz- 
ing the  taking  of  another's  private  property  by  one  individual 
for  his  own  enterprise,  where  it  believes,  by  reason  of  the  dbove,^ 
that  such  a  taking  will,  through  its  contribution  to  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  State,  constitute  a  public  benefit,  and  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States  will  follow  the  decision  of 
the  State  court  in  such  a  case. 

The  tendency  will  be  great  to  say  that  the  rule  has  by  Clark  v. 
Nash  become  established  that  private  property  may  now  be  con- 
demned for  the  private  use  of  another;  that  condemnation  is  no 
longer  restricted  to  public  use,  but  that  property  may  be  con- 
demned for  a  private  use.  That,  however,  is  far  from  true.  The 
theory  is  still  that  the  taking  is  for  a  public  use,  and  the  private 
enterprise  must  be  such  as,  because  of  pressing  and  universal 
necessity  growing  out  of  peculiar  natural  conditions  in  the  State, 
is  inf erentially  a  use  for  the  welfare  of  the  public  at  large.  Where 
there  is  no  such  pressing  and  universal  necessity  and  no  such 
peculiar  natural  conditions,  the  private  enterprise  will  not,  under 
Clark  V.  Nash,  properly  constitute  a  use  for  which  condemnation 
will  lie,  as  was  said  by  way  of  dictum  in  Shasta  Power  Co.  v. 
Walker.^*  There  Clark  v.  Nash  was  held  inapplicable  to  a  case 
in  California  taking  land  for  a  water  ditch  for  purposes  of  a  light 
and  power  plant,  if  compulsory  service  to  the  general  public  is 
not  to  be  a  part  of  the  proposed  use,  and  private  service,  merely, 
IS  primarily  intended.^* 

March  21,  1911),  114  Pac.  989,  that      v.   Shasta   Power  Co.,  160  Fed.  856, 
one  cannot  comdemn  a  right  of  way       87  C.  C.  A.  660. 

for  an   irrigation   ditch  to  one's  pri-  15  This  was  said  by  Judge  Wolver- 

vate  farm.  ton  of  the  Oregon  District,  sitting  in 

14  149  Fed.  568,  affirmed  in  Walker      California  in  the   absence   of  Judge 

Morrow, 
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As  at  length  set  forth  in  another  place,  it  is  only  under  stat- 
utes such  as  that  upheld  in  Clark  y.  Nash  that  one  may  enter 
another's  land  to  build  a  ditch  or  divert  water  without  his  con- 
sent for  one's  own  private  enterprise;  in  the  absence  of  such 
statute,  and  notice  to  the  landowner,  a  hearing,  and  pa^onent  to 
him  of  just  compensation,  no  entry  on  private  land  will  be  lawful 
against  the  landowner.^® 


(3d  ed.) 

§  612.  Practical  Besnlts. — ^In  practical  results  this  system  of 
acquiring  rights  on  or  over  private  land  for  private  irrigation  by 
taking  another's  property  on  notice,  hearing  and  compensation, 
seems  to  the  writer  one  of  the  most  important  developments  in 
the  water  law.  Some  such  matter  has  been  urged  from  the  earliest 
days  in  the  West,  and  has  hitherto  given  great  difficulty.  In  early 
California  a  statute  giving  miners  a  right  of  entry  on  private  land 
of  agriculturists  was  held  unconstitutional,  even  though  amended 
to  require  the  giving  of  a  bond  for  damages ; "  and  the  California 
law  has  in  all  ways  become  settled  against  any  interference  by  a 
water  user,  for  merely  his  own  private  ends,  with  land  or  rights 
in  private  hands  of  another.*®  On  the  other  hand,  the  early  Colo- 
rado decisions  allowed  such  entry  for  ditch-building  even  without 
compensation,  and  statutes  to  that  effect  have  been  passed  in 
Colorado  and  other  of  the  younger  States. *•  As  the  courts  of 
even  these  States  are  now  against  such  entry  under  any  circum- 
stances short  of  the  power  of  eminent  domain,^®  the  principle  of 
Clark  V.  Nash  becomes  important  as  opening  a  practical  way,  by 
extending  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  to  the  solution  of  this 
diflSculty  which  has  existed  throughout  the  history  of  the  water 
law. 

The  principle  is  a  considerable  departure  from  the  individual- 
istic attitude  of  the  common  law,  which  holds  an  individual's 


10  Supra,  sec.  221  et  seq. 

17  Supra,  sec.  85. 

18  Supra,  sees.  221,  259,  498  et  seq:, 
502.  See  especially  Boggs  v.  Merced 
Co.,  14  Cal.  279,  10  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 
334. 

19  Supra,  sec.  223  et  seq. 

As  in  the  water  law,  it  also  took 
hold  in  the  early  Colorado  mining 
law,  a  statute  having  enacted  that 
one  may,  upon  securing  the  owner 
against  damage,  "have  the  right  to 


mine  under  any  building  or  improve- 
ment," act  of  November  7,  1861,  Hoi- 
lister's  Mines  of  Colorado,  303.  It 
was  also  strongly  urged  as  to  mining 
in  the  early  days  in  California,  but 
just  as  in  the  California  water  law,  so 
also  in  the  California  mining  law,  it 
never  took  hold,  and  was  finally  and 
once  for  all  disposed  of  by  Judge 
Field  in  Boggs  v.  Merced  Co.,  14  Cal., 
at  379,  10  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  334. 
20  Supra,  sec.  224. 
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property  inviolate  against  any  other  single  individual,  and  marks 
the  tendency  of  the  .times  to  adopt  more  and  more  the  communal 
attitude  of  the  civil  law  as  noted  in  the  next  section.  Especially 
is  this  tendency  strong  in  the  law  of  waters,  which  is  in  its  nature 
a  thing  intimately  affecting  many  users  from  a  common  source, 
and  in  which  the  common  law  of  riparian  rights  is  itself  a  cor- 
relative (afi  opposed  to  an  individualistic)  system. 

4 

(3d  ed.) 

§  613.  Conditions  Imposed. — ^There  is  plenty  of  room  for  cau- 
tion in  applying  the  principle.  What  constitutes  ** public  interest'* 
or  ** public  benefit"  may  be  very  difficult  to  determine  in  actual 
application,^^  especially  when  the  public  has  no  share  in  the  actual 
use.  If  pressed  too  far,  in  the  development  of  their  private  estates 
men  of  means  could  gather  up  for  themselves  alone  the  water-rights 
of  their  poorer  neighbors,  and  condemnation  might  become  only  a 
question  of  how  strongly  one  man  may  covet  his  neighbor's  property. 
Consequently,  it  is  well  to  note  some  conditions  usually  imposed 
upon  condenmation  of  one  man's  right  for  another's  private  enter- 
prise. 

When  building  a  ditch  or  enlarging  another's  ditch  under  such 
statute,  it  is  on  the  theory  of  condemnation  for  a  public  use,  and 
the  various  restrictions  and  safeguards  of  the  law  of  eminent 
domain,  some  of  which  are  below  considered,  such  as  due  notice 
in  advance,  apply.  Specially  there  may  be  noted  that  the  statutes 
in  this  connection  usually  declare  that  no  enlargement  will  be 
allowed  in  the  absence  of  great  necessity,  nor  where  another  road 
is  practicable,^  and  in  building  a  new  ditch,  the  shortest  possible 
route  must  be  taken,  nor  must  a  new  one  be  built  where  an  old 
one  can  be  enlarged  with  the  same  efficacy.^  ^  The  landowner 
must  have  due  notice  in  advance.^  In  condemnation  under  such 
a  statute  the  right  of  way  has  a  money  value  to  be  assessed  as 
damages,^  and  the  enlargement  must  be  made  without  requiring 
expenditure  or  work  on  the  part  of  the  original  ditch  owner.^    The 

21  See,  for  example,  Young  v.  Hin-  23  Ihid.,  and  Paxton  Co.  v.  Farmers' 
derlider  (N.  M.),  110  Pac.  1045.  See  Co.,  45  Neb.  885,  50  Am.  St.  Rep.  585, 
supra,  sec.  174,  and  infra,  sec.  649.  64  N.  W.  343,  29  L.  R.  A.  853. 

22  Downing  v.  More,  12  Colo.  316,  24  Sterritt  v.  Young,  14  Wyo.  146, 
706,  20  Pac.  766  (holding  enlarge-  116  Am.  St.  Rep.  994,  82  Pac.  946, 
ment  applies  only  to  through  ditches,  4  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  169. 

and  not  to  ditches  wholly  within  pri-  i  Sand  Creek  etc.  Co.  v.  Davi8|'17 

vate  bounds) ;   Tripp  v.  Overacker,  7      Colo.  326,  29  Pac.  742. 
Colo.  73,  1  Pac.  695.  2  Ibid. 


606  (3d  ed.)     Pt.  IH.    THE  LAW  OF  PBIOB  APPBOPBIATION.        S  614 

enlarger  must  bear  the  cost,  and  pay  damages  to  the  man  whose 
ditch  is  enlarged  or  over  whose  land  it  runs.'  Whether  the  ditch 
of  a  competing  company  may  be  enlarged  by  its  competitor, 
qiMere^ 

Some  typical  statutory  expressions  of  these  conditions  are  men- 
tioned in  the  note.* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  614.  The  French  Irrigation  System. — ^In  a  matter  so  newly 
established  and  just  developing,  and  at  the  same  time  so  far-reach- 
ing, it  is  interesting  to  note  the  experience  of  other  countries. 
The  basic  civil  law  is  that  of  riparian  rights,  but  it  has  been  sup- 
plemented by  an  extensive  use  of  the  power  of  eminent  domain 
along  the  lines  of  Clark  v.  Nash.  In  France  two  statutes  were 
passed  upon  these  lines  which  form  the  basis  of  most  of  the  French 
irrigation  law,  and  seem  to  have  been  borrowed  in  Italy. 

The  first  French  statute,  passed  April  29,  1845,  provided  for  ob- 
taining water  against  riparian  owners,  and  rights  of  way  for  canals 
over  private  land,  for  another's  private  irrigation,  upon  paying 
compensation  to  be  fixed,  after  a  hearing,  by  public  authorities. 
The  first  two  sections  are  quoted  (translated)  in  the  note.*    This 


8  Clark  V.  Nash,  198  U.  S.  361,  25 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  676,  49  L.  Ed.  1085,  4 
Ann.  Cas.  1174;  Sand  Creek  Co.  ▼. 
Davis,  17  Colo.  326,  29  Pac.  742  j  Pat- 
terson V.  Brown  etc.  Ditch  Co.,  3  Colo. 
App.  511,  34  Pac.  769;  Salt  Lake  City 
V.  Gardner  (Utah,  1911),  114  Pac. 
147. 

The  writer  is  informed  of  a  case  in 
Utah  where  the  damages  upon  enlarge- 
ment were  assessed  hj  a  jury  at 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars. 

4  Infra,  sec.  615.* 

B  In  Colorado,  condemnation  for  a 
private  right  of  way  for  a  new  ditch, 
or  enlargement  of  an  old  one  or 
change  of  point  of  diversion  so  re- 
quiring, must  be  upon  due  notice  and 
compensation,  not  more  than  one  ditch 
being  built  where  enlargement  of  ex- 
isting ditches  is  possible,  and  the 
shortest  route  must  be  taken.  Colo. 
Rev.  Stats.  1908,  sees.  3167-3174-  Gen. 
Stats.,  sees.  1712-1721;  Gen.  Stats., 
sees.  1373-1376;  Rev.  Stats.,  sec.  363; 
Laws  1861,  p.  67;  Laws  1870,  p.  158; 
Laws  1879,  p.  95;  Laws  1881,  pp.  161, 
164. 


In  Nebraska,  "No  tract  of  land 
shall  be  crossed  by  more  than  one. 
ditch,  canal,  or  lateral  without  the 
written  consent  and  agreement  of  the 
owner  thereof,  if  the  first  ditch,  canal, 
or  lateral  can  be  made  to  answer  the 
purpose  for  which  the  second  is  de- 
sired or  intended."  Cobbey's  Ann. 
Stats.,  sec.  6730  or  6750. 

e  "Article  1.  Every  proprietor  who 
may  wish  to  be  served  for  the  irriga- 
tion of  his  property  with  the  natural 
or  artificial  waters  of  which  he  has 
the  right  to  dispose,  can  obtain  the 
passage  for  these  waters  over  inter- 
mediate lands  by  previously  paying  a 
just  indemnity.  There  are  excepted 
from  this  servitude  houses,  pleasure 
grounds,  gardens,  parks,  and  inclos- 
ures  belonging  to  dwellings."  "Article 
2.  The  proprietors  of  lower  lands 
will  have  to  receive  the  waters  which 
percolate  from  lands  thus  irrigated; 
being  indemnified,  however,  if  dam- 
aged. Houses,  pleasure  grounds,  gar- 
dens, parks,  and  inclosures  belonging 
to  dwellings  will  be  equally  excepted 
from  this  servitude." 
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right  is  confined  to  building  new  ditches,  and  does  not  extend  to 
enlarging  an  existing  canal,  nor  does  it  apply  to  any  uses  other 
than  irrigation,  and  there  must  be  a  substantial  benefit  to  the  party 
initiating  such  work,  outweighing  the  inconvenience  to  the  servi- 
ent estateJ  The  servient  owner  has  no  right  to  share  in  the  use 
of  such  waters  in  their  passage  over  his  land,  a  law  to  so  permit  him 
having  been  defeated.® 

The  second  French  statute  was  passed  July  11,  1847,  and  gave 
a  right  to  build  dams  on  the  banks  of  a  stream  on  another's  land, 
similar  to  the  right  conferred  in  the  former  statute  for  ditches  and 
subject  to  much  the  same  terms.  Article  2,  however,  provided  for 
the  joint  use  of  such  dam  by  the  man  constructing  it  and  the 
landowner  on  whose  land  it  is  built,  saying:  **The  riparian  owner 
of  the  lands  upon  which  the  right  will  have  been  claimed  can 
always  demand  the  common  usage  of  the  dam  by  contributing  one- 
half  of  the  expenses  of  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  it. 
Any  indemnity  will  not  be  due  in  this  case,  and  if  any  has  been 
paid  it  must  be  returned.  When  this  common  usage  will  only  be 
claimed  after  the  commencement,  or  the  completion  of  the  works, 
the  payment  which  the  second  proprietor  will  have  to  make  in 
order  to  have  the  right  to  use  it,  will  only  be  that  amount  which 
it  is  necessary  to  expend  in  osder  to  make  it  available  for  taking 
out  water  on  his  bank.''® 

Provisions  similar  to  these  statutes  are  contained  in  the  codes 
of  Sardinia  ^^  and  Lombardy,^^  neither  being  limited  to  use  for 
irrigation,  however.  In  the  former  it  is  further  provided  that 
the  ditch-builder  must  show  first  that  he  has  a  water-right  suffi- 
cient for  his  land  when  carried  there;  that  he  has  chosen  the  line 
of  least  possible  damage  to  the  landowner  consistent  with  the 
circumstances;  that  payment  must  be  made  in  advance,  covering 
all  probable  damages,  including  the  damage  due  to  thus  dividing 
the  servient  estate  into  two  parts,  or  other  general  deterioration 
in  value,  and  including  in  addition,  as  a  kind  of  bonus,  one- 
fifth  of  the  final  estimate;  that  if  the  right  is  asked  for  a 
period  of  less  than  nine  years  the  compensation  is  reduced  one- 

7  Droit  Civile  Francais,  by  Aubrey  8  Ihid.,  p.  18. 

ft  Rau,  4th  ed.,  vol.  Ill,  pp.  13,  17.  ^  ^         ,        .    ,         -  t»         * 

Within  the  last  few  years  there  has  '  f««'  '^^  ^«'>'«y  *  »»"'  «*  «'P^«' 

been  a  movement  to  extend  the  acts  P' 

to    power    development    also.     Water  10  Articles  622  to  640. 

Supply  Paper  238,  U.  S.  Geol.  Sur-  „  ^^y^,^  ^^^  ^3^ 
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half,  subject  to  the  duty  at  the  end  thereof  to  restore  the  servient 
estate  to  its  original  condition;  and  numerous  other  provisions. 
The  Lombardy  Code  is  much  the  same,  but  shorter;  the  bonus  here 
is  one-fourth  in  excess  of  estimated  damage. 

These  statutes  are  similar  to  that  considered  in  Clark  v.  Nash 
in  that  they  allow  ditch-building  over  private  land  for  another's 
private  irrigation,  by  exercise  of  the  power  of  eminent  domain. 
They  do  not,  however,  allow  the  enlarging  of  existing  canals,  as 
did  the  statute  in  Clark  v.  Nash,  because  it  seems  to  have  been 
found  unsatisfactory  by  experience.  One  commentator  says:  **The 
power  of  acquiring  a  right  of  way  for  waters  through  existing 
canals,  which,  as  we  have  seen,  was  admitted  by  the  ancient  legis- 
lation of  Piedmont,  has,  for  good  reasons,  been  left  out  in  the 

formation  of  the  new  code The  authors  of  this  code  found,- 

with  reason,  that  it  was  unjust  to  impose  upon  proprietors  the 
obligations  to  receive  strange  waters  into  their  canak,  races,  or 
ditches,  as  experience  had  proven  that  such  mingling  as  resulted 
therefrom  seldom  failed  to  lead  to  litigation,  disastrous  to  all 
interests. ' '  ^^ 

This  matter  in  the  civil  law  rests  upon  the  power  of  eminent 
domain,  very  similar  to  Clark  v.  Nash.  It  is  a  principle  of  civil 
law  as  much  as  common  law  thatr  private  property  shall  not  be 
taken  for  public  use  without  just  compensation,  but  that  has  not, 
in  civil-law  countries,  the  binding  force  which  it  has  in  this  country, 
where  it  is  contained  in  constitutions,  and  these  European  statutes 
take  a  wide  scope  in  allowing  condemnation  for  private  purposes.^^ 


12  De  Buffon  on  Agriculture,  vol. 
II,  p.  329. 

Another  commentator  likewise  says: 
"The  vexed  question  of  the  right  of 
passage  through  previously  existing 
channels  has  bfeen  very  judiciously  dis- 
posed of  by  the  Sardinian  legislation. 
To  have  continued  this  right  to  the 
possessor  of  water  in  the  absolute 
manner  established  by  the  ancient  leg- 
islation of  Piedmont  would,  as  exper- 
ience had  already  shown,  have  led 
to  constant  and  harassing  disputes. 
The  edict  of  Charles  Emanuel,  on 
which  the  right  spoken  of  was 
founded,  had  been  followed  by  re- 
peated lawsuits;  and  though  the  judi- 
cial tribunals  had  necessarily  decided 
all  cases  in  accordance  with  its  pro- 
visions, the  Senate  of  Turin  had  es- 


pecially recorded  its  opinion  that  the 
law  was  one  of  great  severity.  It  is 
also  recorded  that  there  was  scarcely 
ever  a  single  case  in  which  the  results 
of  the  union  in  the  same  canal,  and 
the  subsequent  division  of  the  water 
belonging  to  two  different  proprietors, 
were  satisfactory  to  both."  (Smith, 
Italian  Irrigation,  vol.  II,  p.  270.) 

In  regard  to  usin^  a  n^iturtU  stream 
to  convey  an  artificial  supply  of 
water,  reference  is  made  to  a  pre- 
vious chapter  (supra^  sec.  38  et  seq., 
recapture).  Our  concern  here  is  con- 
fined to  enlarging  private  and  arti- 
ficial waterways. 

13  It  may  be  remarked  that  the  con- 
tinental European  countries  do  not 
confine  it  to  waters.  One  may  there 
likewise  enter  private  land  to  search 


§615 


Ch.  26.    EMINENT  DOMAIN. 


(3ded.)  669 


(3d  ecT.)  • 

§  615.  Procedure  and  Miscellaneotis. — Condemnation  proceed- 
ings for  a  right  of  way,  however,  must  be  on  proper  notice  and 
compensation,  and  a  statute  authorizing  entry  otherwise  is  uncon- 
stitutional," 

The  acquisition  of  rights  by  condemnation  and  by  appropriation 
are  entirely  different,^^  and  the  statutes  for  posting  notice,  filing 
maps,  etc.,  regarding  appropriation  have  no  application  to  con- 
demnation unless  the  statutes  expressly  so  declare.^" 

A  water-right  and  a  ditch  right  may  be  condemned  separately." 
It  has  been  held  that  a  water-right  must  be  first  acquired  before 
condemning  for  a  ditch,"  but  the  contrary  has  also  been  held." 

Damages  on  condemnation  of  land  for  an  irrigation  canal  or 
reservoir  may  cover  injury  from  probable  seepage;^  upon  con- 
demnation of  a  water-right,  evidence  of  condition,  improvement, 
and  productivity  of  land  is  admissible  to  show  damages.^^  The 
necessity  for  a  taking  must  be  determined  before  damages  are 


for  and  work  mines,  upon  payment  of 
damages,  the  right  to  authorize  this 
flowing  from  the  "Regalian  doctrine" 
of  mines  that  exists  in  the  civil  law. 
See  Tale  on  Mining  Claims  and  Water 
Rights,  p.  44  et  seq. 

M  Sterritt  V.  Young,  14  Wyo.  148, 
116  Am.  St.  Bep.  994,  82  Pac.  946, 
4  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  169. 

ift  State  ex  rel.  Kettle  Falls  etc. 
Co.  V.  Superior  Court,  46  Wash.  600, 
90  Pac.  653. 

16  Apply  to  condemnation  of  right 
of  way  for  ditches  by  special  Wash- 
ington statute.  State  ex  reL  Kettle 
Falls  etc.  Co.  v.  Superior  Court,  46 
Wash.  500,  90  Pac.  653. 

Quaere,  whether  Cal.  Civ.  Code, 
1415,  Bs  amended  in  1907  (see  stat- 
utes) so  enacts. 

17  Schneider  v.  Schneider,  36  Colo. 
518,  86  Pac.  348. 

18  Castle  Rock  etc.  Co.  v.  Jurisch, 
67  Neb.  377,  93  N.  W.  690.  See  Cal. 
Stats.  1885,  p.  95,  semhle  accord. 
Compare  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1415,  as 
amd.  in  1907.  Cf.  also,  Nippel  v. 
Forker,  26  Colo.  74,  56  Pac.  577; 
O'Reiley  v.  Noxon  (Colo.),  113  Pac. 
486. 

In  Washington,  water  companies  for 
city  supply,  before  they  can  condemn 
water-rights,  must  show  that  they  have 


obtained  from  the  city  the  privilege 
of  supplying  it,  and  that  defendant 
refused  to  supply  the  city  himself. 
State  ex  rel.  Shropshire  v.  Superibr 
Court  (1909),  51  Wash.  386,  99  Pae. 
3. 

19  Schneider  v.  Schneider,  36  Colo. 
518,  86  Pac.  347;  Prescott  Irr.  Co.  v. 
Flathers,  20  Wash.  454,  55  Pac.  635; 
State  ex  rel.  Kettle  Falls  etc.  Co.  v. 
Superior  Court,  46  Wash.  500,  90 
Pac.  653. 

20  Middelkamp  v.  Bessemer  etc. 
Co.  (1909),  46  Colo.  102,  103  Pac. 
280,  23  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  795,  dictum, 

21  Benninghoff  v.  Town  of  Palis- 
ade (Colo.),  108  Pae.  983. 

As  to  measure  of  damages  on  emi- 
nent domain,  see.  also,  Denver  Co.  v. 
Midaugh,  12  Colo.  434,  13  Am.  St. 
Rep.  234,  21  Pac.  565;  Cal.  Code  Civ. 
Proc,  sec.  1248. 

It  has  been  held  that  the  presence  of 
percolating  water  was  not  an  element 
that  could  be  considered  in  estimating 
the  value  of  property  taken  on  emi- 
nent domain.  (City  of  Los  Angeles 
V.  Pomeroy,  124  Cal.  597,  57  Pac. 
585.)  But  the  rule  may  be  different 
under  the  recent  modification  of  the 
law  of  percolating  waters.  {Infra^ 
sec.  1039  et  seq.) 
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assessed.^  There  is  no  right  to  a  jury  unless  by  express  statute.** 
The  statutes  of  Idaho  do  not  contain  such  proyisions,*^  but  it  is 
usually  contained  in  other  States.*®  A  decree  of  condemnation 
must  provide  that  the  money  shall  be  paid  to  the  clerk  of  the  court 
before  work  upon  the  ditch  shall  be  commenced.*  The  condemnor 
,  may  take  possession  upon  tender  to  defendant  or  payment  into 
court  of  the  damages  assessed  on  eminent  domain.* 

In  California  it  has  been  said:  ''It  seems  not  to  be  important 
whether  the  corporation  through  whose  instrumentality  the  object 
is  to  be  obtained  be  a  domestic  or  foreign  corporation."*  In  a 
recent  Montana  case  the  contrary  was  held,^  but  this  was  imme- 
diately changed  by  statute.®  In  Alaska  it  has  been  held  that  a 
California  corporation  cannot  exercise  the  power  of  eminent 
domain.®  The  United .  States  may  condemn  only  under  State  law 
for  the  Reclamation  Service.^  A  corporation  organized  for  com- 
mercial purposes,  essentially  private,  cannot  exercise  the  power 
of  eminent  domain,  though  also  offering  to  supply  the  public  at 
the  same  time.*  But  where  organized  for  purposes  primarily 
public,  claiming  to  condemn  water-rights  for  purposes  both  public 
and  private,  a  decree  allowing  condemnation  may  be  made,  but 
it  will  not  carry  any  sanction  of  the  private  use,  which  may  be 
prevented  in  subsequent  proceedings.*    The  fact  that  articles  of 


22  Portneuf  Irr.  Co.  v.  Budge 
(1909),  16  Idaho,  116,  100  Pac.  1046. 

23  Ihid. 

24  Ibid, 

25  E.  ^.,  California  and  Colorado 
Constitutions,  quoted  supra,  sec.  605. 

1  Pulton  V.  Methow  etc.  Co.,  45 
Wash.  136,  88  Pac.  117.  For  a  ques- 
tion of  procedure  in  Oregon,  see 
Grande  Konde  etc.  Co.  v.  Drake,  46 
Or.  243,  78  Pac.  1031. 

2  Portneuf  Irr.  Co.  v.  Budge 
(1909),  16  Idaho,  116,  100  Pac.  1046. 
Costs  of  appeal  should  not  be  upon  de- 
fendant, as  it  would  deprive  him  of 
full  value  for  his  property.  Portneuf 
Co.  V.  Portneuf  Co.  (Idaho),  114  Pac. 
19. 

3  Gilmer  v.  Lime  Point,  18  Cal. 
251.  Accord,  Kirk  etc.  Co.  v.  Amer- 
ican Assn.,  128  Kj.  668,  108  S.  W. 
232. 

4  Helena  etc.  Co.  v.  Spratt,  35 
Mont.  108,  88  Pac.  .773,  8  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  567,  10  Ann.  Cas.  1055,  citing 
Chest  at  ce  Pyrites  Co.  v.  Ca  venders 
Cr.  M.  Co.,  119  Ga.  354,  100  Am.  St. 


Bep.  174,  46  S.  E.  422;  Yanderpoel  ▼. 
Gorman,  140  N.  Y.  563,  37  Am.  St. 
Rep.  601,  35  N.  E.  932,  24  L.  R.  A. 
548  J  South  Yuba  Water  Co.  v.  Rosa, 
80  Cal.  333,  22  Pac.  222  (which,  how- 
ever, is  not  in  point) ;  Rumbough  v. 
Southern  Im.  Co.,  106  N.  C.  461,  11 
S.  E.  628;  Postal  Tel.  Co.  t.  Cleve- 
land etc.  Ry.  Co.  (C.  C),  94  Fed.  234. 
But  limiting  its  decision  to  corpora- 
tions of  the  character  of  the  respond- 
ent in  the  principal  case. 

6  Spratt  T.  Helena  Co.,  37  Mont.  60, 
94  Pac.  631. 

0  Miocene  D.  Co.  y.  Lyng,  2  Alaska, 
265. 

^  United  States  v.  Burley  (Idaho. 
1909),  172  Fed.  615;  Same  v.  Same 
(1910),  179  Fed.  1,  102  C.  C.  A.  429. 

See  Mont.  Stats.  1905,  p. (Hou.se 

Bill  No.  219). 

8  State  ex  rel.  Tolt  Power  etc.  Co 
v.   Superior  Court,  50  Wash.   13,  96 
Pac.  5191 

0  State  ex  rel.  Shropshire  v.  Supe- 
rior Court  (1909),  51  Wash.  386,  99 
Pac.  3. 
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incorporation  include  incidental  private  uses  with  the  public  one 
will  not  bar  condemnation,  since  the  right  acquired  thereby  extends 
only  to  the  public  uses  alone.** 

Condemnation  may  be  made  of  property  already  devoted  to 
public  use,  for  a  more  necessary  public  use.**  Irrigation  rights 
may  be  condemned  to  furnish  a  city  water  supply.**  Land  may 
be  condemned  for  a  reservoir,  though  containing  a  public  highway, 
the  reservoir  being  a  more  necessary  public  use.*'  As  to  how  far 
condemnation  will  lie  for  water  already  devoted  to  a  public  use, 
quaere}^  Between  two  rival  public  service  corporations,  the  one 
first  started  may  condemn  the  water-rights  of  a  later  one,  where 
only  one  is  possible.**  One  irrigation  company  may,  by  con- 
demnation under  such  statutes  as  that  upheld  in  Clark  v.  Nash, 
enlarge  the  canal  of  another  company,  so  as  to  make  it  do  the 
s^vice  of  both;  that  is,  to  irrigate  the  two  thousand  five  hundred 
acres  of  the  existing  company  and  an  additional  twenty  thousand 
acres  to  be  supplied  by  the  new  company.*®  Relative  necessity 
is  not  measured  by  the  extent  of  the  relative  uses.  The  irrigation 
of  a  greater  area  is  not  per  se  a  more  necessary  use.*'' 

The  fact  that  water-rights  and  ditch  rights  sought  on  eminent 
domain  may  conflict  with  the  rights  of  other  appropriators  who 
are  not  parties  to  the  action  cannot  be  raised.*'  The  rights  of 
strangers  to  the  suit  cannot  be  allowed  to  influence  condemnation 


10  Walker  ▼.  Shasta  Power  Co.,  160 
Fed.  856,  87  C.  C.  A.  660.  But  cf. 
Hercules  W.  Go.  v.  Fernandez,  5  Gal. 
App.  726,  91  Pae.  401,  holding  that  a 
complaint  to  condemn  water-righta 
to  supply  specified  towns  "and  other 
places"  is  defective,  since  "other" 
places  would  include  uses  not  public 
uses. 

11  For  example,  see  W70.  Stats. 
1909,  c.  68,  sec.  3. 

12  City  of  Helena  v.  Regan,  26 
Mont.  452,  68  Pac.  798,  27  Mont.  135, 
69  Pac.  709. 

13  Marin  Co.  etc.  Co.  v.  Marin 
County,  145  Cal.  586,  79  Pac.  282. 

14  See,  also.  Junction  etc.  Co.  v. 
City  of  Durango,  21  Colo.  194,  40  Pac. 
356  (condemnation  not  lie  by  city  to 
enlarge  company  ditch).  Denver 
etc.  Co.  V.  Denver  etc.  Co.,  30  Colo. 
204^  69  Pac.  568,  60  L.  R.  A.  383 
(concerning  condemnation  of  railway 
for  reservoir).  Pand  Creek  Co.  v. 
Davis,  17  Colo.  326,  29  Pac.  742;  San 


Luis  Go.  T.  Kenilworth  Co.,  3  Colo.  App. 
244,  32  Pac.  860;  Salt  Lake  etc.  Co.  v. 
Salt  Lake  City,  25  Utah,  441,  71  Pac. 
1067;  Reclamation  Dist.  v.  Superior 
Court,  151  Cal.  263,  90  Pac.  545  (al- 
lowing condemnation  of  a  reclamation 
levee  for  a  railway  roadbed).  Port- 
neuf  Irr.  Go.  v.  Budge  (1909),  16 
Idaho,  116,  100  Pac.  1046  (allowing 
enlargement  of  irrigating  canal).  See, 
also,  supra,  section  308,  as  to  what 
are  preferred  uses. 

19  State  ez  rel.  Kettle  Falls  etc.  Go. 
V.  Superior  Court,  46  Wash.  500,  90 
Pac.  653;  State  v.  Superior  bourt 
(1909),  53  Wash.  321,  101  Pac.  1094. 

w  Portneuf  Irr.  Go.  v.  Budge 
(1909),  16  Idaho,  116,  100  Pac.  1046, 
citing  Clark  v.  Nash  and  Railway 
cases. 

17  Portneuf  Irr.  Co.  v.  Budge 
(1909),  16  Idaho,  116,  100  Pac.  1046. 

18  Schneider  v.  Schneider,  36  Colo. 
518,  86  Pac.  348. 
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proceedings.*®  To  secure  a  right  to  a  whole  stream,  condemna- 
tion must  be  made  of  all  rights  from  source  to  mouth  and  not 
merely  of  those  above  (or  below)  the  point  of  diversion.^® 

The  right  of  condemnation  for  a  ditch  is  not  lost  from  the  fact 
that  water  might  be  put  upon  the  land  in  some  other  way,  as  by 
a  pump,**  especially  if  not  pleaded ;  ^  nor  from  the  fact  that 
without  irrigation  the  land  might  still  have  some  agricultural 
value.^ 

In  Nebraska  the  condemnation  procedure  follows  that  of  con- 
demnation by  railroads.^ 

Condemnation  of  la7id  for  sewage  purposes  does  not  necessarily 
include  a  right  to  send  sewage  into  a  stream  on  the  land.^ 

Section  1415  of  the  California  Civil  Code  as  amended  in  1907  * 
is  difficult  to  understand,  but  seems  to  fix  a  statute  of  limitations 
of  sixty  days  after  posting  a  notice  of  appropriation,  witMn 
which  to  begin  condemnation  proceedings.  This  feature  is  dropped, 
however,  in  an  amendment  in  1911. 

Some  questions  peculiar  to  condenmation  of  riparian  rights  are 
considered  in  a  later  chapter.* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  616.  A  Question  of  Procedure.— Mr.  Mills ^  remarks:  ''It 
would  seem,  however,  that  in  instances  where  the  stream  system 
is  of  considerable  size  and  the  number  of  riparian  proprietors 
who  would  be  affected  by  a  diversion  of  water  is  large,  the  pro- 
ceedings to  condemn  their  respective  rights  and  compensate  each 
*for  his  injury  or  loss  of  the  Sow  of  the  stream  would  be  of  such 


19  Denver  etc.  Co.  v.  Denver  etc. 
Co.,  80  Colo.  204,  69  Pac.  568,  60 
L.  R.  A.  383 ;  Walker  v.  Shasta  Power 
Co.  (Cal.),  160  Fed.  856,  87  C.  C.  A. 
660  (no  defense  to  condemnation  that 
plan  cannot  be  successful  because  of 
outstanding  rights  also  requiring  con- 
demnation).    See  infra,  sec.  627. 

20  In  re  Board  of  Water  Supply, 
58  Misc.  Rep.  581,  109  N.  Y.  Supp. 
1036. 

21  State  ex  rel.  Galbraith  v.  Su- 
perior Court  (Wash.),  110  Pac.  429. 

22  "Whether,  as  has  been  suggested, 
an  equally  feasible,  or  more  feasible, 
scheme  might  not  be  devised,  and 
whether  some  other  reservoir  site 
might  not  be  selected,  are  immaterial 
inquiries.  The  record  discloses  no 
circumstances  or  conditions  taking  the 


caae  out  of  the  general  role  that,  in 
the  absence  of  bad  faith,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  party  exercising  the  right 
of  eminent  domain  as  to  what  and 
how  much  land  shiUl  be  taken  ia  con- 
clusive." United  States  v.  Burley 
(Idaho),  172  Fed.  615,  affirmed  in 
179  Fed.  1,  102  C.  C.  A.  429. 

28  State  ex  rel.  Galbraith  t.  Su- 
perior Court  (Wash.),  110  Pac.  429. 

24  Crawford  v.  Hathaway,  67  Neb. 
325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  93  N.  W. 
781,  60  L.  R.  A.  889.  See  Comp. 
Stats.  1901,  art.  2,  sec.  41,  art.  3,  sec 
10. 

25  Semhle,  Village  of  Twin  Falls  v. 
Stubbs,  15  Idaho,  68,  96  Pac.  195. 

1  See  infra,  statutes. 

2  Infra,  sec.  864  et  seq. 

8  Mills'  Irrigation  Manual,  p.  276. 
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magnitude  and  so  expensive  as  to  practically  bar  the  appropriator 
from  attempting  it."  Such  a  case  may  arise  where  a  water  com- 
pany seeks  to  acquire  a  stream  for  the  supply  of  a  city.  Condemna- 
tion proceedings  may  be  instituted  against  perhaps  fifty  defendants 
(riparian  owners)  below  the  point  of  diversion,  but  such  condemna- 
tion would  be  inadequate  because  it  ignores  the  riparian  proprietors 
upon  the  upper  half  of  the  stream  and  would  not  destroy  their  right 
of  use  on  their  own  lands,  and  hence  would  not  secure  to  the  com- 
pany the  exclusive  right  to  the  whole  stream  which  it  sought.  To 
secure  the  exclusive  right  to  the  entire  stream  would  necessitate  the 
condemnation  of  riparian  rights  from  source  to  mouth.^  The  same 
is  true  under  the  new  law  of  percolating  water.  And  it  is  no  less 
true  of  appropriative  water-rights;  for  condemnation  of  all  ap- 
propriations below  the  point  of  diversion  of  a  proposed  public  use 
would  not  affect  the  rights  of  any  of  the  appropriators  upon  the 
rest  of  the  stream  above  the  point  of  diversion ;  io  obtain  the  right 
to  an  entire  stream  in  an  appropriation  jurisdiction  it  is  equally 
necessary  to  condemn  all  rights  from  source  to  mouth.^ 

Since  water-rights  (whether  riparian  or  appropriative)  may  be 
condemned  for  a  public  use  on  eminent  domain  proceedings,  and 
since  the  important  and  large  enterprises  are  usually  for  purposes 
which  are  public  uses  (especially  in  view  of  the  decision  in 
Clark  V.  Nash  above  considered,  that  the  taking  may  in  some 
cases  and  under  certain  circumstances,  be  for  an  individual's 
private  enterprise  alone,  and  not  necessarily  for  general  supply), 
anything  which  facilitates  condemnation  is  likely  to  be  eagerly 
resorted  to.  And  there  is  a  teildency  to  allow  a  short  cut  to 
condemnation  which,  if  generally  adopted,  will  likely  give  rise 
to  a  system  of  condemnative  water-rights  in  a  class  by  itself. 

The  principle  in  question  is  that  the  special  proceedings  for 
condemnation,  which  are  cumbersome  and  lengthy  and  expensive, 
need  not  be  followed.  In  the  law  of  eminent  domain,  wherever 
the  special  proceedings  are  necessary  and  not  followed,  equity 
will  enjoin  simply  because  the  taking  of  a  man's  property  is  an 
extraordinary  proceeding  which  must  be  done  by  the  prescribed 
method  strictly  or  not  at  all.  But  there  is  a  line  of  decisions 
concerning  railroads  holding  that  such  injunction  will  be  refused 

4  See,  for  example,  In  re  Board  of  *  I^f^^,  see.  626  et  seq. 

Water  Supply,  58  Misc.  Bep.  581,  109 
N.  Y.  Supp.  1036. 

Water  Bight*— 4S 
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when  the  acts  complained  of  are  not  a  taking  of  property  but 
a  collateral  damaging  of  it,  such  as  where  property  values  along 
a  railroad  decrease  because  of  the  noise,  smoke  or  other  similar 
matters.  In  such  cases  the  injunction  to  stop  the  running  of  the 
railroad  until  the  eminent  domain  formalities  are  complied  with 
is  frequently  refused,  and  the  damages  to  the  property  owners 
are  instead  assessed  in  the  injunction  suit.* 

This  is  now  fairly  well  established  in  the  law  of  water-rights 
of  all  kinds.  Since  constitutions  usually  provide  that  private 
property  cannot  be  taken  for  public  use  without  compensation, 
damages  must  be  paid;  but  relief  by  injunction  against  one  who 
has,  at  great  expenditure,  actually  diverted  water  from  its  owner 
for  public  use,  is  refused  after  expenditure  has  been  incurred 
and  public  necessity  has  arisen,  although  condemnation  proceed- 
ings were  never  instituted. 

4 

(3d  ed.) 

§  617.  flame. — The  authorities  are  cited  and  a  more  particular 
presentation  is  made  in  a  later  section  under  the  topic  of  injunc- 
tions."^ Something  may  be  said  here  as  to  the  things  which  sug- 
gest themselves  in  its  bearing  upon  taking  property  for  public  use. 

Since  the  constitutional  provision  says  property  cannot  be 
taken  for  public  use  until  damages  are  ascertained  and  paid, 
the  rule  under  consideration  does  not  technically  pass  any  prop- 
erty by  refusing  the  injunction;  but  there  are  some  Nebraska 
cases  considering  it  as  recognizing  an  actual  property  to  the 
diversion  which  would  support  an  afiSrmative  action  of  injunc- 
tion and  to  quiet  title  against  the  real  owner  without  paying  dam- 
ages.^ The  court  relegated  the  owner  to  a  separate  action  for  dam- 
ages. So  that  the  foregoing  principle  seems  to  be  carried  to  the 
extent  in  Nebraska  that  the  burden  in  condemnation  is  thrown  upon 
owners  to  sue  for  their  compensation  instead  of  for  the  condemnor  to 
sue  for  the  property .• 

The  Nebraska  cases  further  construed  the  rule  in  a  way  which 
makes  the  Board  of  Irrigation  the  condemnation  tribunal  instead 

•  See  Fresno  etc.  Co.  v.  S.  P.  Co.,  781,  60  L.  R.  A.  889;  McCook  Irr.  Co. 

135  Cal.  202,  67  Pac.  773;   Southern  v.  Crews,  70  Neb.  115,  102  N.  W.  249; 

By.  Co.  V.  Slauson,  138  Cal.  342,  94  Cline  v.  Stock,  71  Neb.  70,  98  N.  W. 

Am.  St.  Bep.  58,  71  Pac.  352.  454,  102  N.  W.  265. 

T  InfrGj  sec.  651.  ®  The  principle  is  avowedly  stated 

8  Crawford   v.   Hathaway,  67  Neb.  as  one  of  procedure  only.     "The  ques- 

325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  93  N.  W.  tion  in  tl^is  case,,  however,  which  it  is 
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of  the  courts.  The  Nebraska  court  laid  stress  upon  the  fact  that 
the  condemnor  had,  under  claim  as  appropriatoir,  secured  the 
approval  of  the  State  Board  of  Irrigation;  the  court  holding 
(contrary  to  the  usual  authority  elsewhere)*®  that  the  determina- 
tion of  the  State  board  is  conclusive  upon  the  courts  and  con- 
sidered that  the  permit  of  the  State  board  passed  a  title  which 
would  support  an  action  to  quiet  title  against  the  real  owner. 
This  gives  to  the  board  the  power  to  license  (so  as  to  be  binding 
on  the  court)  what  would  otherwise  be  a  trespass ;  to  create  rights 
in  one,  by  taking  them  from  another;  to  violate  the  constitution 
guaranteeing  private  property  rights. 

The  cases  arose  after  the  court  had  declared  riparian  rights 
to  exist  in  Nebraska  (as  in  California ),  which  was  an  unpopular 
position.  The  property  taken  in  these  cases  was  the  riparian  right, 
and  the  court  took  this  way  of  largely  nullifying  its  former  deci- 
sions. One  need  not  find  fault  with  decisions  making  an  open 
rejection  of  riparian  rights,  but  only  with  decisions  which  go 
around  by  the  back  way  to  nullify  rights  which  previous  cases,  at 
the  front  door,  said  they  were  upholding. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  618.  Same. — ^Another  question  is,  What  will  be  the  applica- 
tion of  this  rule  in  connection  with  Clark  v.  Nash  1  **  In  Clark 
v.* Nash  the  rule  was  established  that,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, water-rights  and  other  property  can  be  condemned  for 
private  advantage  without  devoting  it  to  public  supply.  Can 
one,  then,  in  a  case  of  diverting  water  from  its  owner's  to  one's 
own  private  field  for  irrigation,  defend  an  injunction  on  the 
ground  that  condemnation  would  lie  and  multiplicity  of  actions 
is  to  be  avoided?  If  so,  injunctions  in  water  suits  would  cease, 
for  under  Clark  v.  Nash  private  irrigation  may  be  a  use  for 
which  condemnation  will  lie,  and  defendants  in  ordinary  injunc- 
tion suits  would  need  only  to  pay  damages.  Or  will  it  be  said 
that  the  irrigation  by  both  private  parties  is  equally  a  public 
use,  so  that  the  taker  must  show  a  more  necessary  use?    If  so, 

proposed  to  further  consider,  relates  by  which  his  right  is  protected,  his 

more  to  the  remedial  rights  of  the  par-  right  is,  in  effect,  denied  in  substance, 

ties  to  the  controversy,  than  to  a  de-  The  court  takes  away  the  private  right 

termination  of  the  substantive  rights  when    it    takes   away    the    means    by 

or  interests  in  property  of  which  they  which  it  lives. 

may  be  iM)SSPssed."     Mc(\)ok  Irr.  Co.  lo  Infra,  sees.  1192  et  peq.,  1194. 

v.  Crews,  70  Xeb.  115,  102  N.  W.  249.  U  Supra,  sec.  607  et  seq. 
Yet  denying  the  owner  the  procedure 


67«  (3d  ed.)     Pt.  IH.    THE  LAW  OF  PBIOR  APPBOPEIATION.        S  618 

will  a  greater  private  necessity  for  the  other  man's  water-right 
make  it  a  more  necessary  use  and  prevent  injunction  t  In  other 
words,  if  you  need  another  farmer's  water-right  more  on  your 
own  farm  than  he  does  on  his,  can  you  simply  take  it  and  make 
him  accept  damages  when  he  sues  for  an  injunction  t 

This  rule  of  procedure  making  condemnation  proceedings  un- 
necessary in  certain  circumstances,  and  the  rule  of  Clark  v.  Nash 
holding  that  condemnation  may  (under  certain  circumstances)  lie 
for  private  enterprise  and  not  necessarily  for  general  supply, 
when  taken  together,  so  facilitate  the  taking  of  private  property 
from  its  owner  as  to  be  far-reaching  in  their  practical  results; 
opening  the  way  for  a  system  of  condemnation  water-rights  easily 
obtained;  and  in  time  may  constitute  a  system  of  condemnative 
water-rights  in  a  class  by  itself. 

§§  619^23.    (Blank  numbers.), 
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CHAPTER  27. 

PROCEDUBE. 
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A.    PARTIES. 

§  625.    Caaes  are  governed  hj  the  relatlTe  rights  of  the  parties  before  the 

court. 
§  626.    Bights  of  strangers  to  a  suit  cannot  be  bound. 
§  627.    Nor  can  rights  of  strangers  affect  the  result  between  the  parties 

litigant. 
§  628.    Becurrence  of  the  principle  in  the  law  of  waters. 
S  629.    Joinder  of  parties. 
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§  632.  Jurisdiction. 
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S  635.  Alleging  local  customs. 
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S  637.  Damages. 
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§  639.  Decree. 

§  640.  Miscellaneous  matters  of  practice. 

C.    INJUNCTION. 

§  641.  Irreparable  injury. 

§  642.  Same — Injuria  sine  damno. 

§  643.  Prospective. 

§  644.  Laches. 

§  645.  Making  out  right  at  law. 

S  646.  Mandatory  injunctions.     (Abatement  of  nuisance  by  suit.) 

§  647.  Defenses  to  injunction. 
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§  649.  Same — Hardship  on  the  public. 

§  650.  Same — Conflict  between  mining  and  agrieulture. 

§  651.  Same — Against  public  service  companies* 

S  652.  Preliminary  injunctions. 
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D.     OTHEB  EQUITABLE  BEMEDIEa 

S  654.    Bills  to  quiet  title,  etc. 

8  655.    Specifle  performance  and  allied  matters. 
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E.     MISCELLANEOUS  REMEDIES. 

S  656.     Actions  at  law. 

S  657.    Abatement  of  nuisance  by  act  of  party — Use  of  force. 

§  658.    Crimes. 

Sfi  659-665.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(3d  ed.) 

§  G24.  The  preceding  chapters  have  been  devoted  to  the  sub- 
stantive law,  defining  and  bounding  an  appropriator's  rights. 
In  the  protection  of  these  rights,  there  remain  over  various  mat- 
tery concerning  procedure.  Some  arise  out  of  the  new  statutes 
which  provide  special  procedures.  These  we  leave  to  a  special 
part  of  this  book  below.*  Here  we  will  deal  with  the  procedure 
aside  from  special  irrigation  legislation,  and  under  the  general 
law  of  the  land.* 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  water  suits  deal  with  rights  of  numer- 
ous people  (and,  as  settlement  advances,  of  whole  communities) 
in  a  common  and  to  a  large  extent  indivisible  supply,  procedure 
is  frequently  complicated  because  of  the  large  number  of  rights 
involved  at  the  same  time;  further,  because  of  the  fluid  nature 
of  the  subject  matter  of  the  litigation,  "which  does  not  stay  quiet 
in  a  certain  place,  but  is  always  running  from  one  place  to  an- 
other*'; because,  moreover,  of  its  fluctuating  volume  or  condition 
with  the  varying  seasons,  localities  and  surroundings.^ 

By  way  of  recapitulating  some  general  introductory  ideas  in 
respect  to  the  test  of  wrongful  interference  with  a  right  of  appro- 
priation, there  may  be  noted  the  departure  from  the  common  law 
between  riparian  proprietors.  That  system  is  founded  upon  the 
equality  of  right  of  all  riparian  proprietors,  each  riparian  owner 
having  the  right  to  a  reasonable  use  of  the  stream,  although  by 


1  Infra,  Part  VI. 

2  Such  matters  as  arise  exclusively 
under  the  system  of  riparian  rights  as 
distinguished  from  appropriation  are 
not  generally  considered  in  this  chap- 
ter. See  infrGj  sec.  880  et  seq.  As 
a  rule,  however,  the  matters  herein 
considered  apply  throughout  the  water 
law. 

3  It  was  said  in  a  recent  case: 
"Water  suits  are,  in  a  sense,  sui  gen- 
eris; for  the  complications  and  many 
intricacies  developed  by  litigation  of 
this  character,  of  late  years,  when  all 
available  lands  are  rapidly  becoming 
settled,  resulting  in  most  instances  in 
the  demand  for  water  exceeding  the 


supply,  necessarily  give  rise  to  new 
questions  of  practice,  not  covered  by 
the  statute  nor  aided  by  precedent. 
The  courts,  then,  are  confronted  with 
the  dilemma  either  of  exercising  their 
discretion  in  such  matters  or  of  mak- 
ing an  exception  to  that  well-known 
maxim,  which  is  the  foundation  of  all 
equitable  jurisdiction,  that  'equity 
will  not  suffer  a  right  to  be  without 
a  remedy.' "  Mr.  Justice  King  in 
Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac. 
732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728. 

See,  for  example,  Jackson  v.  Indian 
etc.  Co.,  13  Idaho,  513,  110  Pac.  251; 
Windsor  Res.  Co.  v.  Lake  Supply  Co., 
44  Colo.  214,  98  Pac.  729. 
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exercising  it  the  use  of  the  stream  by  another  riparian  proprietor 
was  made  less  favorable.  Neither  riparian  proprietor  can  claim 
an  exclusive  right;  their  rights  are  correlative.  But  under  the 
law  of  appropriation  the  prior  appropriator  gets  an  independent 
and  exclusive  right,  any  material  interference  with  which  is 
wrongful,  however  reasonable  the  interference  might  have  been 
between  riparian  owners.  The  rules  of  the  common  law  based  upon 
correlative  rights  have  no  application.*  The  question  under  the 
law  of  appropriation  generally  is  whether  the  flow  is,  in  any  sub- 
stantial degree  at  all,  made  less  fit  for  the  prior  appropriator 
(his  right  still  being  exclusive  of  and  paramount  in  every  way 
to  any  subsequent  claimant),  and  if  it  is  so  interfered  with,  the 
interference  is  wrongful.  "In  all  controversies,  therefore,  be- 
tween him  and  parties  subsequently  claiming  the  water,  the 
question  for  determination  is  necessarily  whether  his  use  and 
enjoyment  of  the  water  to  the  extent  of  his  original  appropriation 
have  been  impaired  by  the  acts  of  the  defendant."*^ 


A.    PARTIES. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  626.  Oases  are  Governed  by  the  Relative  Bights  of  the  Par- 
ties Before  the  Court. — It  is  a  general  principle  of  law  that  the 
court  can  determine  the  rights  only  of  the  parties  to  the  suit,  and 
only  as  between  themselves.  They  may  both  be  wrongdoers  as 
against  a  third  person,  yet  that  third  person  may  never  set  up  his 
right  against  either  of  them.  It  is  the  oflSce  of  the  court  to  adjudge 
only  the  relative  rights  in  actual  controversy  of  the  plaintiffs  against 
the  defendants  and  vice  versa.  Hence  it  is  that  different  decrees 
often  award  to  different  persons  the  whole  of  a  stream,  such  awards 
being  in  different  suits  between  different  parties,  though  as  against 
other  appropriators  who  have  not  taken  part  in  the  litigation  they 
may  have  no  right  at  all.  In  order  to  determine  what  right  one 
absolutely  has  in  the  stream  as  against  all  claimants,  all  claimants 
must  be  brought  into  court ;  otherwise  the  court  can  adjudge  only 

4  Except  80  far  as  considered  supra,  For  the  distinction  between  the  ex- 
sec.  310  et  seq.  elusive  right  of  the  law  of  appropria- 

s  Per  Mr.  Justice  Stephen  Field  in  tion  and  the  correlative  rights  of  the 

Atchison  v.  Peterson,  87  U.  S.  507,  common  law,  compare  Hill  v.  King, 

22  L.  Ed.  414,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  383.  8  Cal.  336,  4  Morr.  Min.Bep.  533,  and 

Italics    ours.     As    to   Judge    Field's  Bear  B.  Co.  v.  N.  Y.  Co.,  8  Cal.  327, 

▼lews  upon  this  matter,  see,  however,  68  Am.  Dec.  325,  4  Morr.  Min.  Bep. 

^pra,  lec  312.  526. 
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the  relative  rights  of  those  before  it.    Possession  is  a  sufficient 
right  to  the  whole  stream  against  a  wrongdoer  as  to  the  possessor. 

One  of  the  grounds  for  indictment  of  the  system  of  appropria- 
tion has  been  this  feature  that  one  decree  will  absolutely  enjoin 
John  Smith  from  diverting  any  watet*  of  the  whole  stream  against 
Tom  Jones,  and  another,  in  a  different  suit  to  which  John  Smith 
is  not  a  party  (and  who,  consequently,  is  in  no  way  bound 
thereby),  will  in  the  same  way  enjoin  Frank  Doe  from  divert- 
ing any  Water  of  the  whole  stream  against  Richard  Roe.  This  is 
unavoidable,  for  it  would  be  against  justice,  and  constitutional 
principles  of  due  process  of  law,  to  bind  by  a  decree  the  rights 
of  a  man  who  was.  not  before  the  court,  or  to  apply  them  for  the 
benefit  of  a  litigant  to  whom  they  do  not  belong.  It  is  too  obvious 
to  require  elaboration  that  the  parties  to  a  lawsuit  must  fight  it  out 
between  themselves,  and  at  the  same  time  its  results  affect  them 
alone.  The  law  guarantees  to  every  man  his  day  in  court  and  a 
right  to  a  hearing  before  his  right  can  be  adjudged. 

It  is  in  recognition  of  this  fundamental  principle  that  the 
water  codes  have  provided  a  special  procedure  to  determine 
rights  by  bringing  all  appropriators  upon  a  stream  into  court  in 
a  single  suit,  in  which  all  litigate,  and  the  decree  may  hence  be 
absolute  in  its  determination.  This  special  procedure  is  else- 
where considered  at  length.® 

(3d  ed.) 

§  626.  Rights  of  Strangers  to  a  Suit  cannot  be  Bound. — A 
judgment  or  decree  can  bind  only  the  parties  before  the  court,  and 
any  that  tries  to  do  more  is  void.  The  supreme  court  of  California 
says:  **It  may,  perhaps,  be  unnecessary  to  add  that  the  foregoing 
discussion  has  reference  simply  to  .the  rights  of  the  parties  inter  se. 
The  right  of  third  parties  to  take  a  part  of  the  water  of  the  lake,  or 
to  complain  of  a  diversion  by  any  of  the  parties  to  this  action,  is 
not  here  involved,  and  cannot  be  affected  by  anything  here  de- 
cided."^ The  supreme  court  of  Washington  says:  **In  the 
argument  submitted  in  support  of  the  action  of  the  trial  court 
it  seems  to  be  assumed  that  these  decrees  fix  the  rights  of  the 
parties  to  the  waters  of  Moses  Lake  and  Crab  Creek,  not  only  as 

6  Infray  sees.  1206,  1222  et  seq.  court  said  that  the  ri^ht  "cannot  be 

t  Duckworth  v.  Watsonville  Co.,  158  vicariously   contested    by    another  on 

Cal.  206,  110  Pac.  927.     In  Same  v.  behalf  of    the  owner  of    the  better 

Same.  150  Cal.  520.  89  Pac.  338,  the  right." 
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between  themselves,  but  as  to  other  and  third  parties  claiming 
interests  adverse  to  such  parties.  But  a  moment's  reflection  must 
convince  anyone  that  this  view  is  erroneous.  Although  |;eneral 
in  form,  and  broad  enough  in  language  to  include  the  whole 
world,  they  can  have  no  such  eflfect.  They  are  binding  on  thft 
parties  to  the  action  and  their  privies,  but  upon  no  one  else.  Aj 
to  strangers  claiming  rights  in  the  waters  of  th^  lake  the  decrees 
in  no  manner  affect  them.  The  decrees  are  not  even  evidence 
of  adverse  rights.  Strangers'  may  proceed  as  if  the  decrees  had 
never  been  entered."® 

An  action  to  enjoin  a  water  commissioner  from  diverting  water 
from  a  stream,  to  be  effective  for  the  end  desired,  must,  it  is  held, 
join  as  defendants  the  persons  for  whose  benefit  it  is  diverted,  since 
a  decree  against  a  water  commissioner,  alone,  does  not  affect  owners 
who  were  not  parties  to  the  suit.'  A  decree  adjudicating  rights 
between  two  parties  does  not  govern  as  to  a  right  later  purchased 
by  one  of  them  from  a  stranger  to  the  suit.^^  A  decree  based  upon 
the  rights  of  owners  in  one  water  district  cannot  be  binding  upon 
them  when  rendered  in  another  district  in  a  suit  to  which  they 
were  not  parties." 

A  statute  in  Montana^  scenes  to  say  that  appropriators  are 
bound  by  decree  in  suits  decided  prior  to  their  appropriation, 
though  not  parties  thereto.  Except  possibly  on  the  theory  of 
the  decree  acting  as  additional  notice,  operating  as  a  notice  of 
appropriation,  this  violates  a  rule  ''as  old  as  the  law  that  no 
man  shall  be  condemned  in  his  rights  of  property,  as  well  83 
in  his  rights  of  person,  without  his  day  in  court,  ""^  and  its  con- 
stitutionality may  perhaps  be  questionable.  The  Montana  court 
has  held  that  a  decree  cannot  bind  persons  who  were  not  parties 
(nor  privy  to  any  parties)  to  the  action,  and  who  had  no  connection 
with  the  litigation  or  with  the  parties  thereto.^* 


8  state  ex  Tel.  McConihe  v.  Steiner 
(W^ash.),  109  Pac.  57. 

9  Squire  v.  Livezev,  46  Colo.  302, 
85  Pac.  181;  Boulder  etc.  Co.  v. 
Hoover  (Colo.);  HO  Pac.  75;  McLean 
V.  J^arraers'  etc.  Co.,  44  Colo.  184,  98 
Pac.  16,  citing  Farmers'  Highline  C. 
&  B.  Co.  V.  White,  32  Colo.  114,  75 
Pac.  415 ;  Brown  v.  Farmers*  Highline 
C.  &  B.  Co.,  26  Colo.  66,  56  Pac.  183. 


10  Joflslyn  V.  Daly,  15  Idaho,  137, 
96  Pac.  568. 

11  McLean  v.  Farmers'  Co.,  44  Colo. 
184,  98  Pac.  16.  But  see  infrOf  sees. 
1232,  1233. 

12  Laws  1907,  p.  489,  sec.  12. 

18  Terrell  v.  Allison,  21  Wall.  293, 
22  L.  Ed.  634. 

14  State  ex  rel.  Pew  t.  District 
Court,  34  Mont.  233*  85  Pac  525. 
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§  627.  Nor  can  Bights  of  Strangers  Affect  the  Result  Between 
the  Parties  Litigant. — Not  being  bound  nor  before  the  court  at  all, 
the  rights  of  strangers  correspondingly  cannot  affect  the  suit;  it 
must  be  determined  upon  the  relative  rights  alone  of  those  before 
the  court.  It  cannot  avail  one  party  to  say  that  some  stranger 
to  the  suit  has  a  better  right  than  his  opponent.  The  .supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  has  said:  '* Neither  do  we  think 
that  the  trial  court  was  called  upon,  at  the  instance  of  the 
defendants,  entire  strangers  in  every  aspect  to  other  appro- 
priators,  to  inquire  into  and  pass  upon  the  question  whether 
appropriators  of  water  below  the  mouth  of  the  proposed  canal 
of  appellee  would  be  injured  by  the  construction  of  the  canal. 
The  rights  of  such  persons  will  not,  of  course,  be  injuriously 
affected  by  the  decree  in  this  cause,  and  non  constat  but  that  they 
may  yet  intervene  for  their  own  protection,  if  they  deem  that  the 
construction  of  the  canal  will  be  an  invasion  of  their  rights,  or 
that  they  may  be  willing  to  forego  objection  to  the  construction 
of  the  canal. ''"^ 

The  question  whether  the  appropriation  of  water  interferes  with 
the  rights  of  other  appropriators  cannot  be  raised  by  parties  who  are 
strangers  to  such  other  appropriators  not  parties  to  the  action.** 
Rights  of  strangers  cannot  be  set  up  as  a  defense  to  condemnation 
proceedings.*^  Nor,  in  an  action  in  Colorado  to  change  the  point  of 
diversion,  is  it  any  defense  that  the  change  might  injure  inter- 
mediate users  on  the  stream  who  are  not  parties  to  the  action.*' 
The  rights  of  third  parties  cannot  be  set  up  unless  they  are 
brought  into  court.  If  the  defense  to  an  action  for  diversion  is 
that  plaintiff  has  no  title  to  the  water-right  and  that  there  are 


15  Gutierres  v.  Albuquerque  etc. 
Co.,  188  U.  S.  545,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
338,  47  L.  Ed.  588. 

16  Gutierres  v.  Albuquerque  etc.  Co.', 
188  U.  S.  545,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  338, 
47  L.  Ed.  588;  Senior  v.  Anderson, 
138  Cal.  716,  72  Pac.  349;  Utt  v. 
Frey,  106  Cal.  396,  39  Pac.  807; 
Clark  V.  Ashley,  34  Colo.  285,  82  Pac. 
588;  Burkart  v.  Meiberg,  37  Colo.  187, 
119  Am.  St.  Rep.  279,  86  Pac.  99,  6 
L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  1104;  Silva  v.  Hawk- 
ins (Cal.),  9  Pac. '72;  Buckers  etc. 
Co.  V.  Farmers'  etc.  Co.,  31  Colo.  62, 
72  Pac.  49;  Seven  Lakes  Co.  v.  New 
Loveland  etc.  Co.,  40  Colo.  382,  93 
Pac.  485,   17  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  329; 


Boulder  etc.  Co.  v.  Hoover  (Colo.), 
110  Pac.  75;  Hackett  v.  Larimer  etc. 
Co.  (Colo.),  109  Pac.  965;  Humphreys 
T.  Co.  V.  Frank,  46  Colo.  524,  105 
Pac.  1093;  Carnes  v.  Dalton  (Or.), 
110  Pac.  170. 

17  Schneider  v.  Schneider,  36  Colo. 
518,  86  Pac.  347;  Denver  etc.  Co.  v. 
Denver  etc.  Co.,  30  Colo.  204,  69  Pac. 
568,  60  L.  R.  A.  383;  Walker  v. 
Shasta  etc.  Co.,  160  Fed.  859,  87  C.  C. 
A.  660.     See  supra,  sec.  615. 

18  Crippen  v.  Glasgow,  38  Colo.  104, 
87  Pac.  1073;  Lower  Latham  etc.  Co. 
V.  Bijou  etc.  Co.,  41  Colo.  212,  93  Pac. 
483 ;  Diez  v.  Hartbauer,  46  Colo.  599, 
105  Pac.  868. 
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appropriators  prior  to  him,  such  appropriators  should  be  brought 
into  court  by  a  cross-bill.*®  The  contention  that  water  and  ditch 
rights  sought  on  eminent  domain  may  conflict  with  the  rights  of 
other  appropriators  who  are  not  parties  to  the  action  cannot  be 
raised.^  That  prior  appropriators  below  stream  will  have  a  right 
to  complain  gives  an  appropriator  above  no  right  of  action  against 
a  diversion  by  a  defendant  as  between  the  two.  If  plaintiff  fears 
that  he  will  be  blamed  by  the  lower  appropriators  for  defendant's 
diversion,  he  should  join  them  as  defendants.^*  In  a  suit  by  the 
United  States  to  enjoin  a  canal  upon  public  land,  rights  of  settlers 
over  whose  land  the  canal  might  also  pass  are  immaterial.^ 
That  an  appropriation  interferes  with  the  navigability  of  a 
navigable  stream  cannot  be  set  up  by  anyone  but  the  State  or 
United  States,  or  someone  interfered  with  in  navigating.* 
That  one  claiming  an  appropriation  on  public  land  is  an  alien 
can  only  be  raised  by  the  United  States,  if  at  all.^  Whether  acts 
of  a  corporation  in  distributing  water  are  ultra  vires  cannot  be 
raised  by  a  stranger  diverting  water  above  on  the  same  stream.^ 
A  right  to  use  water  through  a  ditch  over  land  of  another  can  be 
objected  to  only  by  the  owner  of  the  land.*  That  a  ditch  is 
bringing  water  to  plaintiff's  land  by  trespassing  on  the  land  of  a 
third  person  cannot  avail  a  party  who  is  a  stranger  to  such  third 
person.*  **It  may  be  that  the  holder  of  the  true  title  may  not 
wish  to  assert  his  right,  and  if  he  should  not  wish  to  assert  his 
title,  the  defendant  has  no  right  to  assert  it  for  him.?'® 

That  there  are  other  wrongdoers  is  no  defense  to  an  action  for 
damages  (although    receivable    in    mitigation)''  or  injunction;® 


19  Humphreys  y.  McGall,  9  CaL  59, 
70  Am.  Dec.  621. 

20  Schneider  v.  Schneider,  36  Colo. 
518,  86  Pac.  347. 

21  Larimer  etc.  Co.  v.  Water  Supply 
Co.,  7  Colo.  App.  225,  42  Pac.  1020. 

22  United  States  v.  Lee  (N.  M.), 
110  Pac.  607. 

1  Supra,  sec.  339. 

2  Santa  Paula  W.  W.  v.  Peralta, 
113  Cal.  38,  45  Pac.  168. 

3  Semble,  Arrovo  D.  Co.  v.  Baldwin 
(1909),  155  Cal.  280,  100  Pac.  874. 

4  Hough  V.  Porter  (1909),  51  Or. 
318.  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102 
Pac.  728. 

«  Ellis  V.  Tone,  58  Cal.  289;  Pen- 
dola  V.  Ramon,  138  Cal.  517,  71  Pac. 
624;     Turner    v.    James     Canal     Co. 


(1909),  155  Cal.  82,  13z  Am.  St.  Rep. 
59,  99  Pac.  520,  22  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S., 
401,  17  Ann.  Cas.  823. 

0  Humphreys  v.  McCall,  9  Cal.  63, 
76  Am.  Dec.  621. 

7  Gould  V.  Stafford,  77  Cal.  66,  18 
Pac.  879;  Kevil  v.  City  of  Princeton 
(Ky.  Civ.  App.),  118  S.  W.  363;  Beck 
V.  Bono  (Wash.),  110  Pac.  13. 

8  Gould  V.  Stafford,  77  Jal.  66,  18 
Pac.  879;  Lakeside  D.  Co.  v.  Crane, 
80  Cal.  181,  22  Pac.  76;  Los  Angeles 
V.  Hunter,  156  Cal.  603,  105  Pac.  755 ; 
Humphreys  T.  Co.  v.  Frank,  46  Colo. 
524,  105  Pac.  1093;  Cames  v.  Dalton 
(Or.),  110  Pac.  170  (citing  this  book, 
2d  ed.,  sec.  196) ;  Beck  v.  Bono 
(Wash.),  110  Pac  13;  Weeks  etc. 
Co.   V.    Glenside  W.    MiUs,   64   Misc. 
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although  it  has  been  held  that  if  there  are  sufficient  other  wrong- 
doers taking  the  whole  even  without  defendant,  such  total  diver- 
sion by  others  is  a  defense.®  This  should  seem  to  be  the  rule  only 
where  it  amounts  to  a  disproval  that  defendant  contributed  at 
all  to  the  injury.  Again,  persons  against  whom  an  action  is 
brought  to  cancel  their  rights  in  an  irrigation  company  cunnot 
complain  that  the  action  is  not  also  maintained  against  others 
having  no  better  rights.*^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  628.    Recurrence  of  the  Principle  in  the  Law  of  Waters. — 

The  principle  and  the  idea  upon  which  it  rests  are  far-reaching 
and  underlie  a  very  large  part  of  the  law ;  colloquially  expressed, 
that  possession  is  nine  points  of  the  law.  In  fact,  so  often  does 
it  come  up  that  one  is  sometimes  tempted  to  lose  perspective  and 
to  think  that  the  whole  law  of  real  property  is  a  possessory  law — 
that  possession  is  the  whole  law  of  real  property  instead  of  only 
nine-tenths  of  it — and  that  actual  title  against  the  world  is  but  a 
fringe  of  the  fabric,  so  often  must  cases  be  decided  without 
reference  thereto,  the  real  title  being  not  represented  in  court. 
The  following  are  some  of  the  instances  where  this  principle  has 
been  important  in  the  preceding  chapters. 

(a)  The  early  law  of  possessory  rights  on  the  public  domain, 
and  therefore  of  the  law  of  appropriation  of  water  itself,  was 
rested  upon  it.  The  real  title  to  the  public  lands,  mines  and 
waters  was  regarded  as  being  in  the  United  States  as  landowner 
of  the  public  lands,  so  that  the  pioneers  were  declared  by  som« 
to  be,  in  true  law,  mere  trespassers  subject  to  ouster.  But  Con- 
gress remaining  silent  and  the  Federal  title  not  being  represented 
in  court,  the  courts  decided  cases  between  private  persons  with- 
out reference  to  such  outstanding  Federal  title.  As  between  the 
pioneers  themselves,  possession  was  nine  points  of  the  law,  and 
priority  governed  though  neither  had  any  positive  right  of  title. 
The  results  of  this  we  have  shown  throughout,  such  as,  for  ex- 
ample, the  survival  of  the  old  rule  as  to  parol  sales.  But  in  the 
act  of  1866  the  theory  that  the  waters  were  open  to  free  acquisi- 
tion by  the  people  displaced  that ;  the  appropriators  on  public  land 

Rep.    205,    118    N.    Y.    Supp.    1027;  0  West    Point   etc.    Co.   t.    Moroni 

United  States  t.  Conrad  Xnv.  Co.,  156      etc.  Co.,  21  Utah,  229,  61  Pac.  16. 
Fed  123,  ^"  Blakeley  v.  Pt.  Ljon  Co.,  31  Colo. 

224,  73  Pac.  249. 
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have  since  been  regarded  in  California  as  grantees  of  the  United 
States  enjoying  a  full  title;  an  appropriation  no  longer  depends 
upon  the  present  principle,  and  instead  has  to-day  the  dignity  of  a 
fee — a  freehold — an  absolute  right  in  real  property  against  the 
world.  This  is  considered  in  the  opening  chapters  of  Part  II  of 
this  book. 

(b)  The  question  whether  the  law  of  appropriation  applies  to 
ditches  on  private  land  or,  under  the  California  doctrine,  to  waters 
thereon.  Against  the  landowner  it  does  not ;  but  against  stran- 
gers to  the  landowner,  this  principle  of  possession  being  nine 
points  of  the  law — a  possessory  as  distinguished  from  a  free- 
hold right — governs;  that  is,  no  one  but  the  injured  riparian 
owner  will  be  heard  to  set  up  the  existence  of  private  land  or 
riparian  rights  on  the  stream." 

(c)  As  to  the  use  of  the  ditches  or  other  works  of  a  stranger 
to  the  suit.^ 

These  are  matters  elsewhere  considered,  and  there  are  many 
other  connections  in  which  the  principle  arises.  In  the  note  are 
given  some  citations  enforcing  the  principle  in  one  form  or  an- 
other.i^ 

At  the  same  time,  some  exceptions  may  be  noted.  The  main 
one  is  that  where  the  parties  are  engaged  in  a  crime  upon  the 


11  Supra,  sec.  246.  In  thia  quasi 
sense,  one  California  Justice  declares 
that  the  law  of  prior  appropriation 
applies  in  California  to  ditch-buildinf 
and  to  waters  upon  private  lands. 
See  supra,  sec.  246,  and  ijifra,  sees. 
828,  1106  and  1158. 

13  Supra,  sec.  390. 

13  The  following  list  is  not  intended 
to  be  complete,  and  other  eases  are 
cited  in  the  previous  sections: 

California. — Humphreys  v.  McCaU, 
9  Cal.  59,  70  Am.  Dec.  621;  Ellis  v. 
Tone,  58  Cal.  289 ;  Emerson  v.  Bergin, 
71  Cal.  335,  12  Pac.  242;  Gould  v. 
Stafford,  77  Cal.  66,  18  Pac.  879; 
Lakeside  D.  Co.  v.  Crane,  80  Cal.  181, 
22  Pac.  76;  Utt  v.  Prey,  106  Cal.  396, 
39  Pac.  807;  Senior  v.  Anaerson,  138 
Cal.  716,  72  Pac.  349;  Craig  v.  Craf- 
ton  Water  Co.,  141  Cal.  178,  74  Pac. 
762;  Silva  v.  Hawkins,  152  Cal.  138, 
92  Pac.  72;  Duckworth  v.  Watsonville 
etc.  Co.,  150  Cal.  520,  89  Pac.  338; 
Same  v.  Same,  158  Cal.  206,  110  Pae. 
927;  People's  Ditch  Co.  v.  Fresno  etc. 


Co.,  152  Cal.  87,  92  Pac.  77;  TttPher 
T.  James  Canal  Co.,  155  Cal.  82,  132 
Am.  St.  Bep.  59,  99  Pac.  520,  22  L. 
B.  A.,  N.  S.,  401,  17  Ann.  Cas.  823; 
Los  Angeles  y.  Hunter,  156  Cal.  603, 
105  Pac.  755.  For  an  illustration 
where  the  decision  is  possibly  errone* 
ous  for  having  overlooked  this,  see 
Cave  V.  Tyler,  supra,  sees.  246,  247. 

Colorado, — ^Larimer  etc.  Co.  v. 
Water  Supply  Co.,  7  Colo.  App.  225, 
42  Pac.  1020;  Buckers  etc.  Co.  v. 
Farmers*  etc.  Co.,  31  Colo.  62,  72  Pac. 
49;  Clark  t.  Ashley,  34  Colo.  285,  82 
Pac.  588;  Burkhart  v.  Meiberg,  37 
Colo.  187,  119  Am.  St.  Kep.  279,  86 
Pac.  99,  6  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  1104; 
Schneider  v.  Schneider,  36  Colo.  518, 
86  Pac.  347;  Crippen  v.  Glasgow,  38 
Colo.  104,  87  Pac.  1073;  Clark  v. 
Ashley,  34  Colo.  285,  82  Pac.  588; 
Denver  Co.  v.  Denver  Co.,  30  Colo,  204, 
69  Pac.  568,  60  L.  B.  A.  383;  Hack- 
ett  V.  Larimer  etc.  Co.  (Colo.),  109 
Pac.  965;  Lower  Latham  Co,  v.  Bijou 
Co.,  41  Colo.  212,  93  Pac.  483;  Blake- 


686  (3d  ed.)     Pt.  IH.    THE  LAW  OP  PBIOE  APPROPRIATION.        S  628 


real  owner,  or  acts  involving  moral  turpitude,  the  court  will 
grant  no  relief  to  either,  being  in  pari  delicto;  it  will  consider 

m 

the  outstanding  title  to  that  extent.  A  second  exception  is  that 
in  suits  in  equity  as  distinguished  from  law  (such  as  injunctions 
or  bills  for  specific  performance),  the  discretion  of  the  chancellor 
is  appealed  to,  and  the  better  authority  is  that  he  may  refuse 
relief  if  a  decree  between  the  two  disputants  will  work  great 
hardship  upon  the  public  or  upon  a  third  party  without  suffi- 
cient benefit  to  the  actual  litigant  parties  to  offset  it."  A  third 
exception  is  that  in  an  action  for  damages,  the  existence  of  other 
wrongdoers  than  the  defendant,  while  no  defense  to  him,  may, 
perhaps,  be  evidence  in  mitigation  of  the  amount  of  damages. ^° 
Likewise  there  may  be  some  exception  under  statutes  allowing 
one  owner  to  sue  **for  the  benefit  of  all,"**  or  where  defendant's 
acts  amount  to  a  public  nuisance  and  the  attorney  general  sues 
to  abate  it  upon  behalf  of  the  water-using  public ;  *''  in  such  cases 


ley  V.  Fort  Lyon  Co.,  31  Colo.  224, 
73  Pac.  249;  McLean  v.  Farmers'  etc. 
Co..  44  Colo.  184,  98  Pac.  16;  Seven 
Lakes  Co.  v.  New  Loveland  Co.,  40 
Colo.  382,  93  Pac.  485,  17  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  329;  Boulder  etc.  Co.  v.  Hoover 
(Colo.),  110  Pac.  75;  Humphreys  T. 
Co.  V.  Frank,  46  Colo.  524,  105  Pac. 
1093 ;  Diez  v.  Hartbauer,  46  Colo.  599, 
105  Pae.  868. 

lAi/ia.— Josslyn  v.  Daly,  15  Idaho, 
137,  96  Pac.  568;  HUl  v.  Standard 
Min.  Co.,  12  Idaho,  223,  85  Pac.  907; 
Montpelier  Co.  v.  Montpelier  (Idaho), 
113  Pae.  741. 

Montana, — State  ez  rel.  Pew  t. 
District  Court,  34  Mont.  233,  85  Pac. 
525.  See,  also,  Sloan  v.  Byers,  37 
Mont.  503,  97  Pac.  855. 

New  Mexico, — ^United  States  t.  Lee 
(N.  M.),  110  Pac.  607. 

Oregon, — Hayden  v.  Long,  8  Or. 
244;   Browning  v.  Lewis,  39  Or.  11, 

64  Pac.  304;  McCall  v.  Porter,  42  Or. 
49,  70  Pac.  820,  71  Pac.  976;  Hough 
V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98 
Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728;  Whited  v. 
Cavin  (Or.  1909),  105  Pac.  396; 
Carnes  v.  Dalton  (Or.),  110  Pac.  170. 
But  see  Brown  v.  Baker,  39  Or.  66, 

65  Pac.  799,  66  Pac.  193  (appearing 
to  have  overlooked  the  point). 

Washington. — State  ex  rel.  McCon- 
ihe  V.  Sterner  (Wash.),  109  Pac,  57; 
Beck  V.  Bono   (Wash.),  ;.10  Pac.  13. 


Federal  courts, — Qutierres  v.  Albu- 
querque etc.  Co.  (N.  M.),  188  U.  S. 
545,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  338,  47  L.  Ed. 
588;  Walker  v.  Shasta  Power  Co. 
(Cal.),  160  Fed.  856,  87  C.  C.  A.  660; 
Union  Mining  Co.  t.  Dangberg,  81 
Fed.  73;  United  States  v.  Conrad  Inv. 
Co.  (Cal.),  156  Fed.  123. 

Miscellaneous. — Long  v.  Louisville 
etc.  Co.,  128  Ky.  26,  107  S.  W.  203, 
13  L.  B.  A.^  N.  S.,  1063,  16  Ann. 
Cas.  673;  Liliuokalani  v.  Pang  Sam,  5 
Hawaii,  14.  See,  also,  infra,  sec 
1233. 

14  This  18  a  matter,  however,  upon 
which  there  is  considerable  dispute. 
Infra,  sec.  648  et  seq.,  balance  of 
convenience. 

16  Gould  V.  StaflPord,  77  Cal.  67,  18 
Pac.  879,  affirmed  in  Same  v.  Same,  91 
Cal.  146,  27  Pac.  543;  Same  v.  Same, 
101  Cal.  32,  35  Pac.  429.  See,  also, 
Beck  V.  Bono  (Wash.),  110  Pac.  13; 
Kevil  V.  aty  of  Princeton  (Ky.  av. 
App.),  118  S.  W.  363. 

1«  See  Cloyes  v.  Middleburg  Co.,  80 
Vt.  109,  66  Atl.  1039,  11  L.  B.  A., 
N.  S.,  693.  See,  also,  Cal.  Code  Civ. 
Proc,  sec.  382 ;  Haese  v.  Heitzig  (Cal., 
March  16,  1911),  114  Pac.  816. 

17  People  ex  rel.  Ricks  etc.  Co.  ▼. 
Elk  River  Co.,  107  Cal.  228,  48  Am.  St 
Rep.  121,  40  Pac.  486  (dictum);  Peo- 
ple v.  New  York  Carbonic  etc.  Co.,  196 
N.  y.  421,  90  N.  E.  441. 
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perhaps  the  rights  of  all  owners  may  be  considered  without  their 
being  actual  parties  to  the  suit.  Possibly  there  may  be  a  further 
exception  where  the  action  is  strictly  in  rem  (but  it  may  be  that  the 
apparent  exception  there  relates  only  to  the  manner  of  serving 
process). 


(3d  ed.) 

§  629.  Joinder  of  Parties.— In  order  to  settle  the  rights  of  all 
claimants  upon  a  stream  against  each  other,  all  must,  hence, 
be  brought  into  court  in  the  same  suit.*®  That  all  the  owners 
of  outstanding  rights  in  the  stream  be  brought  into  court  so 
that  the  rights  of  each  against  all  may  be  determined  by  the 
decree,  is  now  frequently  provided  by  statute,  as  already 
mentioned.*^  And  in  the  absence  of  a  statute  so  command- 
ing it  is  within  the  inherent  power  of  the  court  to  order  the. 
•joinder  in  any  suit  of  all  the  other  claimants.  In  Hough  v. 
Porter,*'  Mr.  Justice  King  said:  "The  discretion  of  the  court  below 
in  this  respect  was  exercised  by  requiring  all  persons  owning  lands 
adjoining  or  claiming  an  interest  in  the  waters  of  Silver  Creek,  its 
tributaries,  or  branches,  to  be  brought  in  and  made  parties,  either 
plaintiff  or  defendant,  as  their  interests  appeared,  with  directions 
to  interplead  as  to  each  other,  and  we  think  the  evidence  adduced  at 
the  trial  confirms  the  wisdom  of  the  course  pursued.  It  is  consonant 
with  public  policy,  and  public  interests  require,  that  when  in  the  de- 
termination of  conflicting  claims  to  the  right  to  the  use  of -public 
streams,  for  irrigation,  manufacturing,  or  other  useful  purposes,  it 
appears  that  many  suits  must  eventually  be  brought  to  determine 
the  various  rights  of  persons  whose  property  is  to  be  affected  by 
such  use,  it  should  be  within  the  sound  discretion  of  the  trial 
court  to  require  all,  or  any  of  the  persons  interested,  to  be  made 
parties,  as  was  done  here,  in  order  that  the  rights  of  each  may  be 

adjudicated    and    finally    determined    in  one  proceeding 

In  the  case  at  bar,  however,  the  order  of  the  court,  a  copy  of 


18  Charnock  v.  Higuerra,  111  Cal. 
473,  at  481,  52  Am.  St.  -Eep.  195,  44 
Pac.  171,  32  L.  B.  A.  190;  Frost  v. 
Alturas  etc.  Co.,  11  Idaho,  294,  81 
Pac.  996.  See  Creer  v.  Bancroft  etc. 
Co.,  13  Idaho,  407,  90  Pac.  228.  See 
Rickey  etc.  Co.  v.  Wood,  152  Fed.  22, 
81  C.  C.  A.  218.     (See  infra,  sec.  654.) 

i»»  Infra,  sees.  1206,  1222  et  seq. 
See  Idaho  State.,  1911,  e.  224,  p.  709, 


providing  a  summary  procedure  to 
establish  rights  omitted  from  or  aris- 
ing subsequent  to  an  adjudicating  de- 
cree 

i»  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac. 
1083,  102  Pac.  728.  See,  also,  Lytle 
Creek  Co.  v.  Perdew  (Cal.),  2  Pac. 
731;  Williams  v.  Altnow,  51  Or.  275, 
95  Pac  200,  97  Pac.  539. 
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which  was  directed  to,  and  served  upon,  each,  required  that  all 
should  appear  within  a  time  there  specified,  and  plead  and  inter- 
plead with  respect  to  each  other  as  their  several  interests  might 
appear,  which  was  in  effect  the  same,  and  served  the  same  pur- 
pose, as  a  summons,  and  was  sufficient  to  require  the  appearance 
and  interpleas  demanded."  And  finally,  without  statute  or  court 
order,  it  is  allowed  to  the  parties  to  voluntarily  join  all  the  claimants 
they  see  fit,  in  an  action  to  determine  rights.  Several  owners  on 
the  same  stream,  though  not  holding  by  any  common  or  joint  title, 
nor  any  unity  of  design,  may  join  as  plaintiffs  in  an  injunction  suit 
or  a  suit  to  settle  rights,  or  be  joined  as  defendants^  (although 
they  cannot  join  or  be  joined  in  an  action  for  damages,  whether  also 
claiming  injunction  or  not)  .^^ 

But  in  the  absence  of  statute,  such  court  order  for  joinder  of  out- 
standing rights  is  discretionary  only,  and  such  voluntary  joinder  of 
them  is  permissive  only.  In  the  absence  of  statute,  it  is  not  essential 
to  have  them  all  brought  in.  If  they  remain  out  &Qcl  the  court  does 
not  think  it  advisable  to  order  them  in,  the  decree  can  settle  nothing 
against  them,  and  can  only  determine  the  relative  rights  of  those 
in  court ;  but  that  it  can  do,  and  as  to  that  the  others  are  not  neces- 
sary parties.  They  are  necessary  to  the  rendition  of  a  decree  good 
*' against  the  world,"  but  not  necessary  to  a  decree  only  as  against 
the  specific  party  who  is  in  court.  The  court  may  determine  that 
he  ifl  a  wrongdoer  against  the  plaintiff  without  determining  what 
plaintiff's  rights  are  against  the  rest  of  the  world.  "This  court 
must  deal  with  the  situation  of  the  parties  as  it  finds  them,  and  pro- 


20  Barnum  t.  Hostetter,  67  Cal.  272, 
7  Pac.  689;  Foreman  v.  Boyle,  88 
Cal.  290,  26  Pac.  94;  Miller  v.  High- 
land etc.  Co.,  87  Cal.  430,  22  Am.  St 
Rep.  254,  25  Pac.  550;  Sebultz  t. 
Winter,  7  Nev.  130:  Bonnow  v.  Del- 
mue,  23  Nev.  29,  41  Pac.  1074;  Monte- 
cito  etc.  Co.  V.  Santa  Barbara,  144 
Cal.  578,  77  Pac.  1113;  Saint  v. 
Guerrerio,  17  Colo.  448,  31  Am.  St. 
Rep.  320,  30  Pac.  335;,  Desert  etc. 
Co.  V.  Mclntyre,  16  Utah,  398,  52  Pac. 
G28 ;  United  States  v.  Conrad  Inv.  Co., 
156  Fed.  131;  Norton  v.  Colusa  etc. 
Co.,  167  Fed.  202 ;  Churchill  v,  Lauer, 
84  CaL  233,  24  Pac.  107;  Daly  t. 
BandaU.  187  Cal.  674,  70  Pae.  784; 
BlaisdeU  v.  Stephens,  14  Nev.  17,  33 
Am.  Bap.  523,  7  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  599 ; 
People  y.  Gold  Bun  Ditch  &  Min.  Co., 
66  CaL  138,  4  Pac  1152;  Woodruff  y. 


Mining  Co.  (The  Debris  Case),  8  Saw. 
628,  16  Fed.  25;  In  re  North  Bloom- 
field  etc.  Co.,  27  Fed.  795,  and  au- 
thorities there  cited;  Union  Mining 
Co.  T.  jJangberg,  81  Fed.  73.  See 
Rickey  etc.  Co.  v.  Wood,  152  Fed.  22, 
81  C.  C.  A.  218 ;  Ames  etc.  Co.  ▼.  Big 
Indian  etc.  Co.,  146  Fed.  166. 

May  join  in  a  suit  to  settle  rights. 
Creer  v.  Bancroft  etc.  Co.,  13  Idaho, 
407,  90  Pac.  228.  See,  also,  infra, 
sees.  654,  655  (settling  rights). 

21  Foreman  v.  Boyle,  88  Cal.  290, 
26  Pac.  94;  Geurkink  v.  City  of  Peta- 
luma,  112  Cal.  310,  44  Pac.  570; 
Senior  ▼.  Anderson,  138  Cal.  723,  72 
Pae.  349. 

But  see  Hillman  v.  Newingfton,  57 
Cal.  56,  contra  concerning  suit  for 
damages. 
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ceed  to  determine  the  rights  of  the  persons  within  its  jurisdiction 
who  have  been  properly  brought  before  it,  where  their  rights  can 
be  determined  without  bringing  in  other  parties  who  would  oust  the 
•ourt  of  its  jurisdiction/' " 


(8d  ed.) 

§  630.  Joinder  of  Luine  Between  the  Parties.— Upon  like  prin- 
ciples, where  there  are  several  plaintiffs,  their  rights  among 
themselves  cannot  be  determined  if  they  have  not  made  issue 
thereof  between  themselves.  Likewise  of  several  defendants.^ 
To  determine  rights  of  several  plaintiffs  or  defendants  inter  se^ 
they  must  join  issue  inter  se.^  Defendant  may  file  a  cross-bill 
for  this  purpose.^ 

In  a  recent  case  objection  was  made  against  adjudicating  the«re- 
lative  riiirhts  of  defendants  as  to  each  other,  for  the  reason  that  the 
record  did  not  disclose  that  any  issue  was  made,  or  attempted  to 
be  framed,  between  them.  And  the  court  held:  "This  point  we 
deem  well  taken.  Such  would  have  been  within  the  discretionary 
power  of  the  court  had  all  the  parties,  by  its  order,  been  brought 
in,  but  declined  to  appear  or  plead,  and  a  determination  of  their 
relative  interests  found  essential  to  a  determinMion  of  the  rights 
of  those  framing  issues.^  But  the  exercise  of  this  discretion  is 
not  essential  to  a  determination  of  the  rights  between  plaintiffs 
and  the  answering  defendants.  The  evidence  adduced  is  also  in- 
adequate for  that  purpose.  The  decree  must  therefore  be  modi- 
fied by  setting  aside  all  that  part  respecting  the  relative  rights 
of  any  of  the  parties.  We  do  not  deem  it  necessary,  however,  to 
remand  this  cause  for  the  purpose  of  trying  out  the  matters  here 
left  unsettled,  and  will  leave  all  unadjudicated  points  for  deter- 


22  Union  Mining  Co.  v.  Dangberg, 
81  Fed.  73.  See,  also,  Sloan  v.  Byers, 
37  Mont.  503,  97  Pac.  855;  Hough  v. 
Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98 
Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728;  Whited  v. 
Cavin  (Or.),  105  Pac,  396;  Carnes  v. 
Balton  (Or.),  110  Pac.  170;  Frost  v. 
Idaho  Irr.  Co,  (Idaho),  114  Pac.  38; 
and  cases  cited  in  the  foregoing  sec- 
tions, especially  section  627,  supra. 

23  Nevada  etc.  Co.  v.  Bennett,  30 
Or.  59,  60  Am.  at.  Rep.  777,  45  Pac. 
472;  Sloan  v.  Byers  (1908),  37  Mont. 
503,  97  Pac.  855;  Conley  v.  Dyer,  43 
Colo.  22,  95  Pac.  304. 

Water  Rights — 44 


24  Bathgate  v.  Irvine,  126  Cal.  135, 
77  Am.  St.  Bep.  158,  58  Pac.  442, 
commented  on  m  Montecito  etc. '  Co. 
V.  Santa  Barbara,  144  Cal.  578,  77 
Pac.  1113;  Strong  v.  Baldwin,  154 
Cal.  150,  129  Am.  St.  Rep.  149,  97 
Pac.  178. 

1  Rickey  etc.  v.  Wood,  152  Fed.  22, 
81  C.  C.  A.  218;  Ames  etc.  Co.  v.  Big 
Indian  etc.  Co.,  146  Fed.  166. 

2  Citing  Hough  v.  Porter,  51  Or. 
318,  439,  441,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Piic. 
1083,  102  Pac.  728. 
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mination  in  such  proceeding,  if  any,  as  tiie  parties  interested  may 
hereafter  see  fit  to  bring. "  ' 


(3d  ed.) 

§  631.  Parties  (Oonclnded). — ^The  owner  of  the  water-right 
has  the  usual  recourse  to  the  courts,  as  he  has  in  the  protection  of 
any  other  property. 

A  mortgagee  has  been  held  to  have  a  right  of  action  against 
a  water  company  for  failure  to  supply  water.*  A  contract  of  pur- 
chase gives  the  intended  purchaser  a  right  to  bring  an  action  to 
change  the  point  of  diversion.**  The  owner  of  arid  agricultural 
lands,  having  a  right  to  use  the  water  of  a  river  for  irrigation 
purposes,  has  such  an  interest  in  the  water  different  from  that  of 
ths  general  public  as  entitles  him  to  maintain  an  action  to  restrain 
deposits  of  mineral  debris  in  streams  tributary  to  such  river,, 
which  would  render  the  water  unfit  for  use.' 

Consumers  from  a  corporation  ditch  are  not  necessary  parties 
where  the  corporation,  as  itself  an  appropriator,  sues  a  wrong- 
doer.''  Where  several  water  users  having  rights  as  riparian 
owners  and  by  adverse  use  form  a  corporation  to  distribute  water 
among  themselves,  the  corporation,  whether  it  becomes  the 
owners  of  the  water  titles  or  only  an  agent,  has  sufficient  inter- 
est to  bring  an  action  to  quiet  title  against  an  upper  claimant^ 
and  for  an  injunction.*  A  stockholder  may  enjoin  the  corpora- 
tion from  taking  contracts*  beyond  its  capacity .•  With  regard  to 
the  relative  status  as  parties  of  corporations  and  their  consumers 
or  stockholders,  reference  is  made  to  a  later  section.^^ 

Both  lessor  and  lessee  are  liable  to  a  stranger  for  damage  caused 
by  seepage  from  a  pit  or  pond  that  was  on  the  leased  land  at 
the  time  of  the  lease.^^    A  tenant  having  the  right  of  possession 


8  Whited  V.  Cavin  (Or.),  105  Pac. 
396. 

*  Equitable  etc.  Co.  v.  Montrose  etc. 
Co.,  20  Colo.  App.  465,  79  Pac.  747. 

8  Wadsworth  etc.  Co.  v.  Brown,  39 
Colo.  57,  88  Pac.  1060.  The  original 
owner  of  land  for  which  water  waa 
appropriated  held  not  liable  to  a  pur- 
chaser of  one  of  the  tracts  into  which 
the  land  was  divided,  for  diversion  of 
water  by  third  persons:  Booth  v. 
Trager,  44  Colo,  409,  99  Pac.  60. 

6  Arizona  Copper  Co.  v.  Gillespie 
(Ariz.),  100  Pac.  465. 


7  Montrose  etc.  Co.  v.  Loutsenhizer^ 
23  Colo.  233,  532,  48  Pac.  532; 
Farmers'  etc.  Co.  v.  Agricultural  etc. 
Co.,  22  Colo.  513,  55  Am.  St.  Eep. 
149,  45  Pac.  444. 

8  Arroyo  D.  Co.  v.  Baldwin  (1909), 
155  Cal.  280,  100  Pac.  874. 

9  McDermott  v.  Anaheim  etc.  Co., 
124  Cal.  112,  56  Pac.  779. 

10  Infra,  sec.  1245  et  seq. 

11  Canyon  aty  v.  Oxtoby  (1909), 
45  Colo.  214,  100  Pac.  1127. 
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may  sue  a  stranger,  the  injunction  obtained  becoming  inoperative 
at  the  end  of  the  lease.^^  The  landlord  can  sue  a  stranger  for 
diversion  or  sue  a  canal  company  on  a  water  supply  contract, 
though  tenant  is  in  possession,^^  but  is  not  liable  for  a  wrongful 
diversion  by  his  tenant  in  the  absence  of  concurrence  or  consent 
on  the  landlord's  part.^^  Questions  concerning  tenants  in  com- 
mon are  considered  in  an  earlier  chapter.** 

Questions  arising  under  recent  special  water  code  legislation 
are  considered  elsewhere.*' 


B.    PLEADING  AND  PRACTICE. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  632,  Jurisdiction. — ^A  diversion  operates  upon  the  whole  of 
a  ditch  and  is  an  injury  to  every  part  of  it.  Consequently  an 
action  can  be  brought  in  Tulare  County,  for  a  diversion  at  the 
head  of  the  ditch  in  Fresno  County,  the  ditch  lying  in  both  coun- 
ties.*^ Likewise  of  a  ditch  in  two  States ;  a  diversion  in  Montana 
is  actionable  in  Wyoming  into  which  State  the  ditch  runs.*^  In 
the  California  case  above  cited,**  plaintiff  and  defendant  diverted 
the  water  of  Kings  River  in  Fresno  County.  Plaintiff's  ditch 
was  about  twenty  miles  in  length,  of  which  about  eighteen  miles 
was  in  Tulare  County,  and  the  damage  was  sustained  by  plain- 
tiff in  the  last-named  county,  in  which  county  the  action  was 
brought.  The  acts  complained  of  being  the  prevention  of  water 
from  flowing  in  plaintiff's  ditch,  which  was  located  in  both  coun- 
ties, while  the  specific  act  of  diversion  complained  of  occurred 
in  Fresno  County,  it  waa  held  that  the  subject  of  the  action  was 


u  Heilbron  v.  Fowler  etc.  Canal 
Co.,  75  Cal.  426,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  183, 
17  Pac.  535;  Sacchi  v.  Bayside  Lum- 
ber Co.,  13  Cal.  App.  72,  108  Pac.  885 
(action  for  damages). 

19  Heilbron  v.  Last  Chance  Water 
etc.  Co.,  75  Cal.  117,  17  Pac.  b5. 

M  Gould  V.  Stafford,  101  Cal.  32, 
35  Pac.  429. 

15  Supra,  sees.  320,  321. 

16  Part  VI,  below. 

For  example,  a  South  Dakota  stat- 
ute requires  the  State  Engineer  to  be 
served  with  pleadings  in  every  water 
suit  tried'  in  the  State.  S.  D.  Stats. 
1907,  c.  180,  sec.  15. 

17  Lower  Kings  River  etc.  Co.  v. 
Kings   River  etc.   Co.,   60   Cal.   408; 


Last  Chance  etc.  Co.  v.  Emigrant  etc. 
Co.,  129  Cal.  277,  61  Pac.  960;  Des- 
eret  etc.  Co.  v.  Mclntire,  16  Utah,  398, 
52  Pac.  628. 

18  Supra,  sec.  344;  Willey  v.  Decker, 
11  Wyo.  496,  100  Am.  St.  Rep.  939, 
73  Pac.  210  (citing  and  relying  on 
Lower  Kings  River  etc.  Co.  v.  Kings 
etc.  Co.) ;  Taylor  v.  Hulett,  15  Idaho, 
265,  97  Pac.  39,  19  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S,, 
535;  Slack  v.  Walcott,  3  Mason,  508, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  12,932,  ^tory,  J.,  at 
p.  516;  Mannville  Co.  v.  Worcester, 
138  Mass.  91,  52  Am.  Rep.  261, 
Holmes,  J. 

10  Lower  Kings  River  etc.  Co.  t. 
Kings  River  Co. 
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in  both  counties,  and  the  action  might  have  been  brought  in 
either. 

The  Idaho  court,  having  obtained  jurisdiction  over  the  person 
of  a  Wyoming  appropriator,  may  enjoin  him  from  injuring  an 
Idaho  appropriation,  though  only  Wyoming  courts  can  enforce  it 
after  obtaining  a  similar  decree  in  Wyoming,  based  on  that 
granted  by  Idaho.^  A  State  engaging  directly  in  diverting 
water  or  licensing  those  who  are,  may  be  sued  by  a  lower  State 
acting  as  ** parens  patriae,'^  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  will  have  original  jurisdiction."  Concerning  suits  regard- 
ing interstate  use  or  interstate  streams,  reference  is  made  to  a 
preceding  section  on  that  topic.^ 

Venue  or  place  of  trial  in  an  action  to  abate  a  nuisance  lies 
where  the  injury  is  done,  being  a  local  action,  and  not  where  the 
defendants  reside.^  In  California,  actions  concerning  title  to 
realty  must  be  not  only  tried,  but  also  commenced  in  the  county 
where  the  realty  lies.**  Actions  to  quiet  title  to  water-rights  are 
within  this.^ 

An  appeal  from  the  State  Engineer  to  a  State  court  is  remov- 
able to  the  Federal  court.*  A  suit  to  determine  priority  between 
appropriators  does  not  involve  a  Federal  question  merely  be- 
cause it  is  concerned  with  section  2339  of  the  Revised  Statutes 
of  the  United  States.^  A  suit  to  establish  water-rights  resting 
on  Mexican  grant  involves  no  Federal  question,  per  se.^  A  suit 
by  a  State  to  annul  a  Carey  Act  grant  is  removable  to  the  Fed- 


20  Taylor  v.  Hulett,  15  Idaho,  265, 
97  Pac.  37,  19  L.  R.  A.,  N.  8.,  535. 

Compare  the  following:  Noxious 
vapors  created  in  New  Jersey  and 
passing  over  land  in  New  York  are 
actionable  in  New  York.  Buckman 
V.  Green,  9  Hun,  225. 

21  Kansas  v.  Colorado,  185  U.  8. 
125,  22  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  552,  46  L.  Ed. 
838. 

22  Supra,  sec.  340  et  seq. 

23  City  of  Marysville  v.  North 
Bloomfield  etc.  Co.,  66  Cal.  343,  5 
Pac.  507  (tailings  deposited  on  lands 
below  stream)  ;  Drinkhouss  v.  Water- 
works, 80  Cal.  308,  22  Pac.  252 
(threatened  injury  from  building  of 
a  dam,  injunction) ;  Last  Chance  etc. 
Co.  V.  Emigrant  Co.,  129  Cal.  277,  91 
Pac.  960;  Litchfield  v.  International 
Co.,  58  N.  Y.  Supp.  856 ;  Cox  v.  Little 
Rock  Co.,  55  Ark.  454,  18  S.  W.  630. 

24  Const.,  art.  6,  sec.  5. 


2S  Pacific  Club  V.  Sausalito  Co.,  98 
Cal.  487,  33  Pac.  322  (restraining 
order  only  incidental) ;  Fritts  v. 
Camp,  94  Cal.  393,  29  P&c.  867  (pol- 
lution of  a  stream  held  action  con- 
cerning title) ;  Miller  v.  Madera  etc. 
Co.,  155  CaL  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22  L. 
R.  A.,  N.  8.,  391;  but  see  Miller  v. 
Kern  Co.,  140  Cal.  133,  73  Pac  836, 
holding  an  action  for  damages  only, 
to  a  ditch,  is  not  within  the  provision. 

1  Waha  etc.  Co.  v.  Lewis  ton  etc.  Co. 
(Idaho),  158  Fed.  137. 

2  Telluride  etc.  Co.  v.  Rio  Grande 
etc.  Co.,  175  U.  8.  639,  20  8up.  Ct, 
Rep.  245,  44  L.  ed.  305. 

8  Crystal  Springs  Co.  v.«  Los  An- 
geles, 177  U.  8.  169,  20  8up.  Ct.  Rep. 
573,  44  L.  Ed.  720.  8ee  Boquillas 
etc.  Co.  V.  Curtis,  213  U.  8.  339,  29 
8up.  Ct.  Rep.  493,  53  L.  Ed.  822.  See 
eupra,  sec.  68. 
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eral  courts,  as  a  suit  arising  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States.** 
Organizing  a  foreign  corporation  in  order  to  get  into  the  Federal 
courts  on  the  ground  of  diversity  of  citizenship  may  become 
collusive  and  void.* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  633.  Joinder  of  Oaoses  of  Action. — A  count  for  an  injunc- 
tion may  be  joined  with  one  for  damages.^  A  count  for  diversion 
(injury  to  water-right)  and  for  injury  to  a  ditch  or  other  struct- 
ure used  in  connection  with  the  water-right  may  be  joined  but 
must  be  separately  statedJ  But  in  a  complaint  in  equity  to  en- 
join diversion  and  to  have  the  amount  of  water  to  which  plaintiff 
is  entitled  determined,  these  need  not  be  separately  stated.^  A 
count  as  appropriator  may  be  joined  with  one  as  riparian  owner.® 
A  plaintiff  claiming  alternatively  as  appropriator  and  riparian 
owner  and  also  under  a  contract  need  not,  it  is  held  in  Wash- 
ington, state  these  in  separate  counts.^^ 


(Sd  ed.) 

§  634.  Pleading  (Oontinned)— Allegations  in  Complaint.— An 
appropriator 's  complaint  is  distinct  from  one  based  on  riparian 
rights ;  and  an  allegation  that  plaintiff  claims  as  an  appropriator 
will  not  allow  him  to  recover  as  a  riparian  proprietor  or  vice 
versa}^  The  two  rights  may  be  set  up  in  the  same  complaint  by 
separate  counts.^'  The  appropriator  should  allege  that  he  is  en- 
titled to  the  use  of  so  much  water  as  an  appropriator,  not  that  he 
is  **the  owner'*  thereof,*'  He  need  not  allege  that  defendant  has 
no  right,  as  any  right  in  defendant  is  a  matter  for  the  defense 


4  State  V.  Three  SiBtera  Irr.  Co. 
(Or.),  158  Fed.  346. 

s  Miller  v.  East  Side  Canal  Co. 
(1908),  211  U.  S.  293,  29  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  lllj  53  L.  Ed.  189.  As  to  Fed- 
er&d  jurisdiction  on  ground  of  di- 
versity of  citizenship,  see,  also,  An- 
derson V.  Bassman,  140  Fed.  10. 

•  Jacob  V.  Lorenz,  98  Cal.  332,  33 
Pac.  119;  Watterson  v.  Salunbehere, 
101  Cal.  107,  35  Pac.  432;  The  Salton 
Sea  Cases,  172  Fed.  820,  97  C.  C.  A. 
242 ;  but  see  Foreman  v.  Boyle,  88  Cal. 
290,  26  Pac.  94,  semble  contra. 

7  Nevada  etc.  Co.  v.  Kidd,  37  Cal. 
282;  Bear  River  Co.  v.  Boles,  24  Cal. 
359. 

8  Patterson  v.  Millis,  138  Cal.  276, 
71  Pac.  177;  and  see  Silver  Creek  etc. 


Co.  V.  Hayes,  113  Cal.  142,  45  Pac. 
191. 

9  Semble,  Huffner  v.  Sawday,  153 
Cal.  86,  94  Pac.  424. 

10  Hutchinson  v.  Mt.  Vernon  W. 
Co.,  49  Wash.  469,  95  Pac.  1023. 

11  Riverside  etc.  Co.  v.  Gage,  89 
Cal.  410,  26  Pac.  889;  San  Luis  etc. 
V.  Estrada,  117  Cal.  168,  48  Pac. 
1075 ;  Strong  v.  Baldwin,  137  Cal.  432, 
70  Pac.  288.  See  Shenandoah  etc. 
Co.  V.  Morgan,  106  Cal.  409,  39  Pac. 
802.  But  cf.  Hutchinson  v.  Mt.  Ver- 
non W.  Co.,  49  Wash.  469,  95  Pac. 
1023. 

12  Huffner  v.  Sawday  (1908),  153 
Cal.  86,  94  Pac.  424. 

13  Smith  V.  Green,  109  Cal.  228,  41 
Pac.  1022. 
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to  plead.^^  Likewise  plaintiff  need  not  allege  that  his  own  right 
has  not  been  lost  by  nonuser,  as,  if  it  has,  it  is  matter  of  defense, 
to  be  alleged  by  defendant;"  nor,  in  a  complaint  for  flooding 
his  land,  need  plaintiff  negative  that  defendant  ever  acquired  a 
right  to  do  so  by  condemnation:*'  Plaintiff  need  allege  only  the 
ultimate  facts  showing  his  right  and  acts  of  defendant  which,  if 
unexplained,  would  be  an  invasion  thereof. 

A  statement  that  plaintiff  has  a  priority  as  appropriator 
superior  to  that  of  defendant  has  been  held  in  Colorado  not  a 
sufScient  allegation  of  plaintiff's  right,  without  the  facts  which 
show  such  appropriation  and  its  priority.*^  But  that  is  unsound 
in  principle,  and  it  is  usually  held  that  title  need  not  be  deraigned 
in  the  complaint.**  "It  was  not  only  unnecessary,  but  it  would 
have  been  surplusage,  for  plaintiff  to  have  pleaded  the  historical 
deraignment  of  its  title  and  the  varying  methods  of  its  use."** 
The  contrary  rule  violates  the  principle  that  only  ultimate  facts, 
and  not  evidence,  are  to  be  pleaded;  and  in  general,  the  extreme 
to  which  plaintiff  is  often  put  in  filling  a  complaint  with  subordin- 
ate matters  of  evidence  and  in  negativing  matters  properly 
defensive  (which  should  be  left  to  the  defense  to  plead)  if  they 
exist  at  all,  is  one  of  the  regrettable  traps  and  formalities  into 


14  Town  of  SterUng  v.  Pawnee  Co., 
42  Colo.  421,  94  Pac.  339,  15  L.  B.  A., 
N.  8.,  238. 

15  Corea  v.  Higuera,  153  Cal.  451, 
95  Pac.  882,  17  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  1018. 

16  Bingham  v.  Walter  (1909),  80 
Kan.  617,  103  Pac.  120. 

17  Carroll  v.  Vance,  39  Colo.  216,  88 
Pac.  1069,  8€d  qu.  In  Town  of  Ster- 
ling V.  Pawnee  etc.  Co.,  42  Colo.  421, 
94  Pac.  339,  15  L.  B.  A.,  N.  8.,  238, 
it  was  hekl  that  this  applied  to  a  bill 
to  quiet  title;  but  in  Kimball  v. 
Northern  Irr.  Co.,  42  Colo.  412,  94 
Pac.  333,  decided  about  the  same  time, 
the  rule  was  held  not  applicable  to 
bills  to  quiet  title,  but  only  to  bills 
for  injunction.  The  former  case  went 
so  far  even  as  to  hold  that  plaintiff 
must  plead  his  means  of  use  to  show 
that  it  is  not  wasteful.  See,  also, 
Hyatt,  J.,  in  Farmers'  etc.  Co.  v. 
Southworth  (1889),  13  Colo.  Ill,  21 
Pac.  1028,  4  L.  B.  A.  767;  Church  v. 
Stillwell,  12  Colo.  App.  43,  54  Pac. 
395;  Farmers'  Co.  v.  Agricultural  Co., 
3  Colo.  App.  255,  32  Pac.  722; 
Hackett  v.  I^arimer  etc.  Co.  (Colo.), 
109  Pac.  965. 


An  allegation  in  a  complaint  to  en- 
join the  diversion  of  the  waters  of  a 
creek  that  defendant's  object  waa 
purely  speculative  held  insufficient  to 
raise  an  issue  that  defendant's  diver- 
sion was  not  for  a  beneficial  use. 
Sternberger  v.  Seaton  etc.  Co.  (1909), 
45  Colo.  401,  102  Pac.  168,  fraying: 
"The  complaint  should  state  the  facta 
as  to  what  particular  use  defendant 
has  made  or  proposes  to  make  of  its 
diversion  from  the  stream,  and  it  is 
for  the  court  to  determine  therefrom 
whether  or  not  the   use  is  a  lawful 


one." 

18  Corea  v.  Higuera,  153  Cal.  451, 
95  Pac.  884,  17  L.  B.  A.,  N.  8.,  1018 ; 
Wutchumna  Co.  v.  Pogu'e,  151  Cal. 
105,  90  Pac.  362;  Fudeckar  v.  East 
Biverside  Co.,  109  Cal.  36,  41  Pac. 
1024;  Beach  v.  Spokane  etc.  Co.,  25 
Mont.  379,  65  Pac.  Ill;  Hague  v. 
Nephi  etc.  Co.,  16  Utah,  421,  67  Am. 
St.  Bep.  634,  52  Pac.  765,  41  L,  B. 
A.  311 ;  Hutchinson  v.  Mt.  Vernon  Co., 
49  Wash.  469,  95  Pac.  1023. 

i»  Wutchumna  Water  Co.  v.  Pogue, 
151  CaL  105,  90  Pac  362. 
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which  modem  procedure  has  fallen,  and  has  given  rise  to  much 
of  the  present  dissatisfaction. 

Although,  in  a  suit  to  quiet  title  to  an  irrigation  ditch,  the 
complaint  alleged  plaintiff  to  be  the  owner  of  the  ditch  in  fee, 
it  did  not  preclude  the  court  from  finding  a  right  or  ownership 
in  the  nature  of  an  easement.^  Title  by  prescription  can  be 
proved  under  a  general  allegation  of  ownership.^^  Plaintiff's 
right  should  be  stated  in  inches  or  gallons,  and  not  merely  by 
dimensions  of  ditch.^  Averments  of  possession  of  land,  mill 
and  water  privileges  sufficiently  allege  appropriation.**  The 
place  of  use  need  not  be  alleged.^ 

A  former  decree,  to  be  relied  upon,  must  be  alleged  in  the 
complaint.^  A  right  to  the  use  of  an  irrigation  ditch  may  be 
alleged  in  general  terms,  without  detailed  allegation  of  owner- 
ship of  right  of  way,  headgate,  and  other  particular  details  inter- 
fered with.^  Complaint  against  water  officials  must  contain 
facts  showing  that  they  were  acting  in  excess  of  their  official 
authority.^  The  allegation  that  '*  defendant  is  informed  and  be- 
lieves" certain  facts  without  also  alleging  on  information  and 
belief  that  those  facts  do  exist  is  insufficient.'  An  allegation  that 
defendants  threatened  to  take  ''the  waters"  of  the  river  has  been 
held  an  allegation  that  they  intended  to  take  all  of  it ;  ^  but  an  alle- 
gation that  plaintiff  had  a  right  to  ''all  the  water  in  the  creek  dur- 
ing the  dry  season"  has  been  held  too  indefinite  for  specific  relief.*^ 

A  complaint  must  state  facts  sufficient  to  constitute  a  cause  of 
action.® 

(3d  ed.) 

§  636.  Alleging  Local  Onstoms. — ^The  local  customs  referred 
\o  in  United  States  Revised  Statutes,  section  2339,  need  not  be  al- 

20  Bashore  v.  Mooney,  4  Cal.  App.  wood  v.  Freeman  (1909),  15  Idaho, 
276,  87  Pac.  553.  395,  98  Pac.  295. 

21  Montecito  etc.  Co.  v.  Santa  Bar-  ^  McLean  v.  Fanners'  etc.  Co.,  44 
bara,  144  Cal.  576,  594,  77  Pac.  1113.  Colo  184,  98  Pac.  16.  ^      ,       ^ 

00  T«i,    -1       4.^    n      «    n «    an  *  Swank  v.  Sweetwater  Co.  (1909), 

r  f  1^1^99  P      '7«  °'     •  '  15  Idaho,  353,  98  Pac.  297;  Bank  of 

Lai.  181,  ^z  i'ac.  70.  ^^^^^  America  t.  Rindge  (C.  C),  57 

23  McDonald  v.  Bear  B.  etc.  Co.,  13       Fed.  279. 

Cal.  220,  1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  626.  4  *Miller  v.  Bay  Citiee  Co.,  157  Cal. 

24  Rincon  etc.  Co.  v.  Anaheim  etc.  256,  107  Pac.  115.  See,  alio,  infra, 
Co.,  115  Fed.  543.     Contra,  Miller  &      sec.  639,  note  11. 

Lux  V.  Rickev,  127  Fed.  573.  5  Porter    v.    Pettingill    (Or.),    110 

25  Davis  V.  Chamberlain,  51  Or.  304,      Pac.  393. 

98  Pac.  154.  ^  But    see    concurring    opinion    of 

1  Miller  v.  Kern  etc.  Co.  (1909),  Shaw,  J.,  in  Duckworth  v.  Watson- 
154  CaL  785,  99  Pac.  179.    See  Lock-      ville  Co.,  158  CaL  206,  110  Pae.  927. 
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leged  or  proved.  In  Oregon  and  Washington  there  has  been  some 
confusion  on  the  point  that  has  not  occurred  elsewhere.  The 
principle  is,  as  stated  in  Basey  y.  Gallagher,^  that  the  rules  of 
appropriation  have  everywhere  in  the  West  now  passed  into 
judicial  decision  or  statute  or  both,  thereby  superseding  the 
original  customs  on  which  decisions  and  statutes  are  based.  The 
Oregon  court  now  says  it  takes  judicial  notice  of  the  customs, 
reaching  the  same  result,  but  in  a  roundabout  way,  which  still 
bases  appropriation  on  custom  instead  of  on  decision  and  statute.^ 
In  Washington  ®  it  is  held  that  judicial  notice  will  be  taken  of 
the  fact  that  at  least  that  portion  of  the  State  east  of  the  Cascade 
Mountains  was  included  in  the  territory  where  the  customary 
law  of  miners  was  in  force,  and  the  right  of  appropriating  water 
for  agricultural  and  manufacturing  purposes  existed,  although 
the  common-law  rule  of  riparian  ownership  was  a  part  of  the  law 
of  the  State.^^  This  seems  to  be  making  separate  rules  for  sepa- 
rate parts  of  the  State." 

(3d  ed.)  ^ 

§  636.    Evidence. — It  has  been  said  ^^  that  most  water  suits  are 
tried  upon  the  theory  that  each  would  avail  himself  of  what- 


7  87  U.  a.  (20  Wall.)  670,  22  L.  Ed. 
452,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  683.  Cf. 
Drake  v.  Earhart,  2  Idaho,  716  (750), 
23  Pac.  543. 

8  Parkersville  etc.  Dist.  v.  Wattier 
(Or.),  86  Pac.  775. 

9  Isaacs  V.  Barber,  10  Wash.  124, 
45  Am.  St.  Rep.  772,  38  Pac.  871,  30 
L.  E.  A.  665. 

10  See, .  also,  Drake  t.  Earhart,  2 
Idaho,  716  (750),  23  Pac  541;  Craw- 
ford etc.  Co.  V.  Hathaway,  67  Neb. 
325,  108  Am.  St  Eep.  647,  93  N.  W. 
781,  60  L.  B.  A.  889.  But  see  Tel- 
luride  etc.  Co.  v.  Bio  Grande  etc.  Co., 
175  U.  S.  639,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  245, 
44  L.  Ed.  305,  and  187  U.  S.  579,  23 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  178,  47  L.  Ed.  307. 

11  See  supra,  sec.  112. 

In  the  early  California  days  it  was 
enacted:  "In  actions  respecting  min- 
ing claims,  proof  shall  be  admitted  of 
the  customs,  usages  or  regulations  es- 
tablished and  in  force  at  the  bar,  or 
'  diggings,  embracing  such  claim,  and 
such  customs,  usages,  or  regulations, 
when  not  in  conflict  with  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  this  State,  shall 
govern  the  decision  of  the  action." 
Cal.    Stats.    1851,   Practice   Act,   sec. 


621,  now  sec.  748,  Code  Civ.  Proc. 
(This  statute  was  early  copied  in  al- 
most all  the  other  Western  St&tes; 
e.  g.  Utah  Bev.  Stats.  1898,  sec.  3521. 
See,  also,  Riborado  v.  Quang  Pang  M. 
Co.,  2  Idaho,  136  (144),  6  Pac.  125; 
Mallett  V.  Uncle  Sam  Mining  Co.,  1 
Nev.  188,  90  Am.  Dec.  484,  1  Morr. 
Min.  Bep.  17.)  It  is  many  years  since 
this  statute  has  been  even  referred  to 
in  California  water  cases,  the  reason 
being,  as  above  stated,  that  the  cus- 
toms have  long  been  superseded  by  de- 
cision and  statute  based  upon  them, 
both  as  to  waters  and  as  to  mines. 

Some  recent  statutes  provide  that 
local  customs  and  rules  shall  not  be 
displaced  thereby;  e.  g.,  N.  M.  Stats. 
1907,  p.  71,  sec.  57 ;  Idaho  Stats.  1905, 
p.  174,  amending  Stats.  1903,  p.  223, 
sec.  9. 

12  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  195 
Pac.  73l  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac,  731. 
Another  recent  case  says:  "Perhaps 
there  is  in  all  water-right  cases  some 
mysterious  relation  between  the  quan- 
tity of  water  and  the  quantity  of 
language — a  law  of  supply  and  de- 
mand which  requires  that  the  volume 
of   language  shall  increase  in   direct 
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ever  defense  the  court,  after  trial,  might  discover  he  had,  and,  as 
a  result,  plead  all  defenses  and  rights  available,  with  the  appar- 
ent hope  and  expectation  that  they  might,  at  least,  come  within 
hailing  distance  of  some  of  them;  and  this  dragnetic  system  of 
pleading  and  proof  is  not  unusual  in  the  trial  of  this  class  of 
cases.  Pursuant  to  such  policy,  the  litigants  introduce  all  evi- 
dence at  hand  deemed  likely  to  have  any  bearing  upon  the  case, 
regardless  of  the  claim  of  right  or  defense  under  which  their 
proof  might  eventually  be  classed;  a  very  loose  procedure,  how- 
ever, not  to  be  commended,  and  resulting  chiefly  from  the  con- 
fusion which  has  surrounded  rights  in  water  by  appropriation. 

The  party  alleging  the  existence  of  a  water-right  has  the  bur- 
den of  proof  and  must  prove  it  unequivocally.^^  The  burden  of 
proving  an  abandonment  **  or  a  right  by  adverse  use  ^^  is  on  the 
party  asserting  it.  One  claiming  a  subsequent  appropriation  has 
the  burden  of  proving  that  there  was  a  surplus  over  the  prior  ap- 
propriation.^® 

The  value  of  expert  evidence  has  been  doubted.^^  Expert  evi- 
dence is  not  admissible  as  to  whether  a  certain  body  is  a  lake  or 
a  running  stream.^^ 


ratio  to  the  deficiency  in  volume  of 
water."  Bedwater  Co.  v.  Beed  (8.  D.), 
128  N.  W.  702. 

13  Smith  V.  DuflP  (1909),  39  Mont. 
374,  133  Am.  St.  Bep.  582,  102  Pac 
981. 

H  Supra,  sec.  567. 

IS  Supra,  sees.  579,  587. 

i<(  Petterson  v.  Payne,  43  Colo.  184, 
95  Pac.  301.  Perry  v.  Calkins  (Cal.), 
113  Pac.  136. 

17  Bobertson  v.  Wilmoth,  40  Colo. 
74,  90  Pac.  95;  Twaddle  v.  Winters, 
22  Nev.  88,  85  Pac.  280,  89  Pac.  289. 

''In  its  investigation  the  court  can- 
not say  that  the  testimony  of  experts 
as  to  the  amount  of  water  used  or 
required  must  be  accepted  as  against 
the  farmers  of  the  vicinage  who  had 
been  living  in  the  valley  and  using 
the  water  for  several  years.  It  may 
be  difficult  for  the  courts  to  deter- 
mine with  mathematical  certainty  the 
precise  amount  of  water  running  in 
a  stream,  or  the  carrying  capacity  of 
ditches  and  flumes,  when  the  testi- 
mony, as  in  the  present  case,  is  con- 
flicting; but  the  experts,  who  ought  to 
know,  differ  as  widely  in  their  meas- 


urements 88  do  the  ordinary  farmers 
in  their  method  of  calculation.  A  ref- 
erence to  what  was  said  by  this  court 
in  Union  Mill  &  Mining  Co.  v.  Dang- 
berg,  81  Fed.  99,  100,  without  com- 
ment, shows  that  even  experts  are 
liable  to  make  mistakes  in  their 
methods  of  measuring  water,  and  in 
their  judgment  as  to  the  amount  of 
water  necessary  to  irrigate  an  acre  of 
land."    Bodgers  v.  Pitt,  129  Fed.  932. 

By  statute  in  Nevada  it  is  provided 
that  "the  court  is  hereby  authorized 
to  employ  a  hydraulic  engineer  or 
other  expert  to  examine  and  make 
report  under  oath  upon  any  subject 
matter  in  controversy,  the  cost  of  such 
employment  to  be  equitably  appor- 
tioned by  the  court  and  charged 
against  the  parties  to  the  suit  as 
costs.  Nev.  Stats.  1907,  p.  30,  sec. 
19.  Such  a  statute  was  held  uncon- 
stitutional in  People  v.  Dickerson 
(Mich.),  129  N.  W.  198. 

See,  also,  as  to  expert  evidence,  Los 
Angeles  v.  Hunter,  156  Cal.  603,  105 
Pac.  755;  Evans  v.  Lakeside  D.  Co., 
13  Cal.  App.  119,  108  Pac.  1027. 

18  Duckworth  v.  Watson ville  Co., 
158  Cal.  206,  110  Pac.  927. 
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It  has  been  said  that  testimony  as  to  the  quantity  of  water  re- 
quired for  proper  irrigation  of  lands  in  a  certain  vicinity  amounts 
only  to  opinion  evidence,^*  and  that  the  estimate  by  the  nonexpert 
witnesses  as  to  the  quantity  of  water  in  a  ditch  or  diversion  must 
always  be  taken  with  caution.** 

Judicial  notice  has  been  taken  (without  actual  proof)  "that  the 
flow  from  irrigated  lands  is  heaviest  in  the  fall";'*  that  where 
the  climate  is  arid  and  the  state  of  cultivation  high,  **the  court 
might  (dmost  take  judicial  notice  that  in  years  of  ordinary 
rainfall  there  is  no  surplus  of  water  in  the  stream  over  that  used 
by  the  various  owners  under  claim  of  right";"  that  light  sage- 
brush soil  requires  irrigation  to  make  it  productive;*'  that  a 
claim  that  seventeen  inches  per  acre  is  needed  for  irrigating  land 
is  absurd.** 

Official  maps  of  the  State  Engineer  are  admissible  in  evidence 
without  authentication,  though  their  correctness  may  be  dis- 
puted by  evidence.**  Records  of  the  Federal  land  office  have 
been  held  not  admissible  to  prove  the  date  of  settlement  by  a 
riparian  owner  in  a  controversy  with  a  nonriparian  owner;  *  but  the 
recitals  in  a  certificate  of  final  entry  issued  by  the  local  land 
office  have  been  held  ieulmissible  evidence  of  the  facts  so  recited.* 

Best  evidence  of  a  decree  entered  in  a  judgment-book  is  the 
decree  as  so  spread  on  the  records.'  Parol  proof  of  possession 
and  use  of  a  water-right  for  irrigation  is  prima  facie  evidence  of 
title.* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  637.    Damages. — ^In  alleging  damages,  the  quantity  of  water 

diverted  should  be  alleged,  and  recovery  will  be  limited  to  that ; 


19  Whited  V.  Gavin  (Or.),  105  Pac. 
396. 

20  Ison  V.  SturgiU  (Or.),  109  Pac. 
579. 

21  Smith  V.  Duff  (1909),  39  Mont. 
374,  133  Am.  St.  Bep.  582,  102  Pac. 
984. 

22  Anaheim  W.  Co.  v.  Fuller,  150 
Cal.  335,  88  Pac.  978,  sed  qu, 

23  Prescott  Irr.  Co.  v.  Flathers,  20 
Wash.  454,  55  Pac.  635. 

24  Whited  V.  Gavin  (Or.),  105  Pac. 
396. 

25  Farmers'  etc.  Co.  v.  Eiverside 
Irr.  Dist.   (1909),  16  Idaho,  52,  102 


Pac.  481.    See  Nev.  Stats.  1909,  p.  31, 
sees.  8,  26b. 

1  Driskill  v.  Bebbe,  22  S.  D.  242, 
117  N.  W.  1135. 

2  Davis  V.  Chamberlain,  51  Or.  304, 
98  Pac.  154,  citing  WiUamette  Co.  v. 
Gordon,  6  Or,  175. 

3  Bates  V.  HaU,  44  Colo.  360,  98 
Pac.  3. 

4  Bates  V.  Hall,  44  Colo.  360,  98 
Pac.  3.  Evidence  held  insufficient  to 
sustain  a  finding  of  an  appropriation 
of  water  for  a  specified  reservoir. 
Windsor  Eeservoir  &  Canal  Go.  v.  Lake 
Supply  Ditch  Co.,  44  Colo.  214,  98 
Pac.  729. 
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but  as  the  allegation  of  amount  of  damages  is  not  a  material  part 
of  a  complaint,  proof  of  diversion  of  less  than  the  precise  quantity 
alleged,  while  limiting  damages  thereto,  is  not  a  bar  to  recovery.' 
The  damages  claimed  for  diversion  of  a  natural  stream  must  be 
for  the  injury  to  plaintiff's  entei*prise  consequent  to  the  loss 
of  the  flow  and  use  of  the  water,  not  for  the 'value  of  the  water 
at  so  much  per  inch  or  gallon,  since  plaintiff  does  not  own  the 
corpus  of  the  water,  but  a  usufruct.^  But  it  is  otherwise  with 
water  reduced  to  possession,'^  and  for  that,  damages  may  be 
measured  by  the  reasonable  value  of  the  water  as  such;  that  is, 
where  a  trespasser  digs 'a  well  and  is  notified  by  the  landowner 
to  quit  taking  water  or  be  charged  fifty  dollars  for  each  day 
water  is  taken,  the  landowner  may  get  an  injunction,  but  can 
recover  damages  only  for  reasonable  value,  of  the  water  as  such, 
and  not  at  fifty  dollars  per  day.® 

It  is  to  some  extent  the  duty  of  plaintiff  not  to  willfully  or 
affirmatively  increase  the  injurious  effect  of  defendant's  wrong- 
ful acts  after  they  have  been  committed.  (The  doctrine  of 
'^ avoidable  consequences,"  an  uncertain  point  in  the  law.)^ 

Where  a  ditch  is  interfered  with,  not  wholly  destroying  its 
carrying  capacity,  but  greatly  increasing  the  difficulty  and 
expense  of  keeping  it  clean  and  in  repair,  and  the  interference 
is  of  a  permanent  character  (such  as  the  location  of  a  railway 
along  and  across  the  ditch),  plaintiff  may  recover  not  only  for 
loss  at  time  of  suit  but  also  prospective  damages.^^ 

Exemplary  damages  may  be  awarded  in  a  proper  case.^^ 

It  has  been  held  that  an  appropriator  cannot  recover  damages 
to  a  current  water-wheel,  caused  by  backing  water  so  as  to  reduce 


*^  McDonald  v.  Bear  Biver  Co.,  15 
Cal.  145,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  639. 

«  Parka  etc.  Co.  v.  Hoyt,  57  CaL 
44. 

7  Svpra,  sec.  30  et  seq. 

8  Wright  V.  County  of  Sonoma 
(1909),  lo6  Cal.  475,  134  Am.  St.  Rep. 
140,  105  Pac.  409.  See  Hagerman  Co. 
V.  McMurray  (X.  M.),  113  Pac.  823. 

0  See  McLellan  v.  Brownsville  Co. 
(Tex.   Civ.   App.),   103   8.    W.   206; 


McCook  In.  vJo.  v.  Crews,  70  Neb. 
115,  102  N.  W.  249;  CUne  v.  Stock, 
71  Neb.  70,  98  N.  W.  454,  102  N.  W. 
265. 

10  Denver  etc.  Co.  v.  Heekmaa 
(1909),  45  Colo.  470,  101  Pac.  976. 

u  CaL  Stats.  1885,  c.  115,  p.  98: 
Lowe  V,  Yolo  etc.  Co.,  8  Cal.  App.  167, 
96  Pac.  379;  8.  C,  157  Cal.  503, 
108  Pac  297. 
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the  velocity  of  the  stream  below  that  to  which  the  wheela  are 
adapted." 


(3d  ed.) 

§  638.  Measure  of  Damages.— The  measure  of  damages  for 
failure  to  deliver,  or  for  diversion  of  water  for  irrigation,  or  for 
injury  to  a  ditch,  is,  where  plaintiff  has  no  crops  (the  injury 
having  prevented  him  from  beginning  cultivation),  the  deprecia- 
tion in  permanent  value  (sale  or  rental  value)  of  plaintiff's 
estate  in  the  land  from  loss  of  water,"  being  the  difference 
between  the  market  value  of  the  land  or  plaintiff's  estate  therein 
prior  to  the  injury  and  after  the  injury,"  and  not  the  value  of 
producible  crops."  In  determining  the  value  of  the  land,  a  plan 
or  adaptability  to  use  land  for  a  reservoir  site  cannot  be  con- 
sidered in  determining  its  market  value." 


12  Schodde  v.  Twin  FaUs  etc.  Co. 
(Idaho),  161  Fed.  43,  88  C.  C.  A.  207, 
sed  qu.  See  supra,  sees.  310  et  seq., 
313. 

i»  Burrows  v.  Fox  (Cal.),  30  Pac. 
768;  Denver  etc.  Co.  v.  Dotaon,  20 
Colo.  304,  38  Pac.  322  (destruction  of 
a  ditch) ;  Young  v.  Extension  D.  Co., 
13  Idaho,  174,  89  Pac.  296;  City  of 
Florence  v.  Calmet,  43  Colo.  510,  96 
Pac.  183;  Stock  v.  Hillsdale,  155 
Mich.  375,  119  N.  W.  435;  Crow  ▼. 
San  Joaquin  Co.,  130  Cal.  310,  62  Pac. 
562,  1058;  PaUett  v.  Murphy,  131 
Cal.  192,  63  Pac.  366. 

H  Utid. 

The  measure  of  damages  for  perma- 
nent' injury  to  land  resulting  from 
pollution  of  a  stream  by  mining  or 
sewage  is  the  difference  between  the 
market  value  of  the  land  prior  to  the 
injury  and  after  the  injury.  Morris 
V.  Missouri  Ry.  (1909),  136  Mo.  App. 
393,  117  S.  W.  687.  See  Kellogg  ▼. 
City  of  Kirksville,  132  Mo.  App.  519, 
112  S.  W.  296,  concerning  measure 
of  damages  for  pollution. 

15  Beisert  v.  New  York,  69  App. 
Div.  302,  74  N.  Y.  Supp.  673  (Gag- 
non  V.  Molden,  15  Idaho,  727,  99  Pac. 
765,  holding  evidence  of  improvements 
made  in  antidpation  of  receiving 
water  not  admissible  in  evidence). 

16  Especially  not,  when  the  pro- 
posed plan  is  unpractical  and  fanci- 
ful.    In  re  Board  of  Water  Supply, 


58  Misc.  Bep.  581,  109  N.  Y.  Supp. 
1036. 

The   California   court  has  recently 
said  in  this  connection:   "It  is  seen, 
therefore,  that  this  court  by  its  latest 
utterances  has  definitely  aligned  itself 
with  the  great  majority  of  the  courts 
in    holding    that    damages    most   be 
measured  by  the  market  value  of  the 
land  at  the  time  it  was  taken;  that 
the  test  is  not  the  value  for  a  spe- 
cial purpose,  but  the  fair  market  value 
of  the  land  in  view  of  all  the  pur- 
poses to  which  it  is  naturally  adapted ; 
that  therefore  while  evidence  that  it 
is  'valuable'  for  this  or  that  or  an- 
other purpose  may  always  be  given 
and   should   be    fr^ly    received,  the 
value  in  terms  of  money,  the  price, 
which   one   or   another   vdtness   may 
think  the  land  would  bring  for  this 
or  that  or  the  other  specific  purpose 
is  not  admissible  as   an   element  in 
determining  that  market  value.    For 
such  evidence  opens  wide  the  door  to 
unlimited    vagaries    and    speculstions 
concerning  problematical  prices  which 
might  under  possible  contingencies  be 
paid  for  the  land,  and  distracts  the 
mind    of    the   jury    from    the   single 
question — that  of  market  valae — the 
highest   sum   which    the    property  is 
worth  to  persons  generally,  purchas- 
ing in  the  open  market  in  considera- 
tion of  the  land's  adaptability  for  any 
proven  use."    Sacramento  etc.  Rv.  Co. 
V.  Heilbron  (1909),  156  CaL  408,  104 
Pac.  979. 
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But  where  cultivation  has  actually  begun  and  there  are  growing 
crops,  the  measure  of  damages  is  not  only  the  loss  (if  any)  in 
permanent  value  of  plaintiff's  estate,  but  also  the  value  of  the 
producible  crop  (probable  value  at  maturity,  and  not  merely  at 
time  of  destruction)  less  the  expense  of  producing  and  marketing 
it.^''  In  such  case  evidence  is  admissible  of  the  loss,  during  the 
water  shortage,  in  value  of  the  crops  naturally  produced  as  com- 
pared with  those  produced  by  plaintiflE  in  previous  years,^®  and  of 
the  difference  in  value,  at  the  time  the  water  is  shut  off,  of  the 
crop  with  a  water-right,  and  its  value  without  one,^®  and  of  the 
size  and  market  value  of  crops  on  neighboring  land;  ^^  and,  it  has 
been  held,  the  actual  net  loss  of  money  profit  on  the  crops  in  mar- 
keting them ;  ^^  and  the  value  of  any  portion  of  the  crop  saved 
may  be  deducted.^    Evidence  is  admissible    (against  a  public 


IT  California. — Teller  v.  Bay  etc. 
Co.,  151  Cal.  209,  90  Pac.  942,  12  L. 
B.  A.,  N.  S.,  267;  Dennis  v.  Crocker 
etc.  Co.  (1910),  6  Cal.  App.  58,  91 
Pac.  425 ;  Salstrom  y.  Orleans  etc.  Co., 
153  Cal.  551,  96  Pac.  292;  Lowe  ▼. 
Yolo  etc.  Co.,  157  Cal.  503,  108  Pac. 
297 ;  Sacchi  v.  Bajside  Lumber  Co.,  13 
Cal.  App.  72,  108  Pac.  885. 

Colorado. — Northern  etc.  Co.  v. 
Richards,  22  Colo.  450,  45  Pac.  423; 
Tubbs  V.  Roberts,  40  Colo.  498,  92 
Pac.  220. 

Montana. — Carron  v.  Wood,  10 
Mont.  500,  26  Pac.  388;  Watson  v. 
Colusa  etc.  Co.,  31  Mont.  513,  79  Pac. 
14. 

Nebraslca. — Clague  v.  Tri-State  etc. 
Co.,  84  Neb.  499,  133  Am.  St.  Rep. 
637,  121  N.  W.  570. 

^euoda.— Candler  v.  Washoe  Lake 
Co.,  28  Nev.  151,  80  Pac.  751,  6  Ann. 
Cas.  946. 

New  Mexico. — Smith  V.  Hicks,  14 
N.  M.  560,  98  Pac.  136,  reviewing  the 
authorities  extensively. 

Texas. — Gulf  etc.  Co.  v.  McGowan, 
73  Tex.  365,  11  S.  W.  336;  San  An- 
tonio etc.  Co.  V.  Kiersey  (Tex.  Civ. 
App.),  81  S.  W.  1045. 

Utah. — ^Lester  v.  Highland  Boy  Co., 
27  Utah,  470,  101  Am.  St.  Rep.  988, 
76  Pac.  341,  1  Ann.  Cas.  761. 

Washington. — Shotwell  v.  Dodge,  8 
Wash.  337,  36  Pac.  254;  Hutchinson 
V.  Mt.  Vernon  etc.  Co.,  49  Wash.  469, 
95  Pae.  1023. 

Where  there  are  growing  crops  and 
■eyeral  yean  elapse  before  the  injury 


is  complete,  the  landowners  are  en- 
titled to  damages  for  the  loss  in  value 
of  their  land  and  also  for  the  yearly 
injury  to  their  crops  caused  by  the 
continuing  nuisance.  Watson  v.  Co- 
lusa, Parrott  Min.  etc.  Co.,  31  Mont. 
513,  79  Pac.  14,  measure  of  damages 
for  pollution. 

18  Hutchinson  v.  Mt.  Vernon  W. 
Co.,  49  Wash.  469,  95  Pac.  1023. 

10  Clague  v.  Tri-State  Co.  (1909), 
84  Neb.  499,  133  Am.  St.  Rep.  637, 
121  N.  W.  570. 

20  Smith  V.  Hicks,  14  N.  M.  560, 
98  Pac.  144;  Lester  \.  Highland  etc. 
Co.,  27  Utah  470,  101  Am.  St.  Rep. 
988,  76  Pac.  341,  1  Ann.  Cas.  761; 
Dennis  v.  Crocker  etc*  Co.,  6  Cal.  App. 
58,  91  Pac.  425  (damage  to  crops 
from  flooding). 

21  Tubbs  V.  Roberts,  40  Colo.  498, 
92  Pac.  220. 

22  Candler  v.  Washoe  etc.  Co.,  28 
Nev.  151,  80  Pac.  751,  6  Ann.  Cas. 
946. 

In  a  recent  case,  logging  operations 
caused  overflow  which  injured  dairy 
land.  Plaintiff  holdi-ng  the  land  by  a 
lease,  the  measure  of  damages  was 
held  to  be  the  loss  in  value  of  his 
leasehold,  and  evidence  was  allowed 
of  special  adaptability  of  his  land  for 
certain  crops;  of  the  yield  of  previous 
years;  the  number  of  cows  grazed  the 
previous  year;  of  having  to  rent  new 
land  to  feed  his  cows  after  the  flood; 
cost  of  destroyed  headgatoa;  work  re- 
quired to  replace  old  conditions;  cost 
of  feed  purchased  for  cows;  and  vari- 
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service  company  refusing  to  supply  water  for  irrigating  land)  of 
the  cost  of  restoring  the  land  to  the  condition  it  would  have  been 
in  if  supplied  with  water,  and  the  value  of  its  use  during  the 
time  lost.^ 

If  one  alleges  only  loss  of  profits  from  crops,  evidence  of  loss 
of  rental  value  of  the  land  has  been  held  inadmissible.^^ 


(3d  od.) 

§  639.    Decree. — ^Decrees  should  be  as  definite  as  language  ean 

make  them.^  **A  practical  view  ought  to  be  taken  of  all  the 
conditions,  surroundings  and  situations.  The  rights  of  all  parties 
must  be  protected  by  the  decree.  The  diflBculty  of  enforcing 
it  without  the  necessity  of  bringing  independent  suits  should 
be  avoided,  if  possible.  Certainty  in  its  terms,  positiveness  in  its 
requirements,  justice  in  its  conclusions,  will  materially  aid  in  the 
accomplishment  of  such  a  purpose."  *  Decrees  awarding  a  party 
** enough  to  irrigate  his  land,"*  or  **suflBcient  water  for  house- 
hold purposes"*  or  *'one  good  irrigation  stream  of  water,"* 
have  been  held  defective  for  uncertainty,  A  decree  should 
specify  second-feet  or  definite  fractions  of  a  stream,'  and  not 
merely  dimensions  of  ditch.®    If  a  decree  is  based  on  capacity  of 


0118  other  details.  Sacchi  v.  Bajside 
Lumber  Co.,  13  Cal.  App.  72,  108  Pac. 
885. 

In  one  case  (Lester  et  al.  v.  High- 
land Boy  Gold  Min.  Co.,  27  Utah,  470, 
101  Am.  St.  Eep.  988,  76  Pac.  341,  1 
Ann.  Cas.  761),  the  court  says:  "In 
cases  of  destruction  of  growing  crops 
it  is  proper  and  important  to  intro- 
duce and  admit  evidence  showing  the 
kind  of  crops  the  land  is  capable  of 
producing,  the  kind  of  crops  de- 
stroyed, the  average  yield  per  acre  of 
each  kind  on  the  land  not  destroyed 
and  on  other  similar  lands  in  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood,  cultivated  in 
like  manner,  the  stage  of  growth  of 
the  crops,  at  the  time  of  injury  or 
destruction,  the  expense  of  cultivating, 
harvesting  and  marketing  the  crops, 
and  the  market  value  at  the  time  of 
maturity,  or  within  a  reasonable  time 
after  the  injury  or  destruction  of  the 
crops." 

23  Lowe  V.  Yolo  Co.  (1910),  157 
Cal.  503,  108  Pac.  297,  saying  it  may 
be  different  where  the  destruction  is 
of  growing  trees,  which  cannot  be  re- 
stored. 


24  North  Alabama  etc.  Co.  v.  Jones, 

156  Ala.  360,  47  South.  144,  aed  qu. 
The  quantum  of  damages  in  the  ad 
damnum  clause  is  usually  held  an  im- 
material allegation. 

25  Authors  V.  Bryant,  22  Nev.  242, 
38  Pac.  439;  Patterson  v.  Ryan 
(Utah),  108  Pac.  1118. 

1  Judge  Hawley,  in  Union  Mining 
Co.  V.  Dangberg,  81  Fed.  73. 

2  Walsh  V.  WaUace,  26  Nev.  299, 
99  Am.  St.  Bep.  .692,  67  Pac.  914; 
Leavitt  v.  Lassen  Irr.  Co.  (1909),  157 
Cal.  82,  106  Pac.  404  (modifying 
Stanislaus  W.  Co.  v.  Bachman,  152 
Cal.  716,  93  Pac.  858,  15  L.  B.  A., 
N.  S.,  359) ;  Lassen  Irr.  Co.  v.  Long, 

157  Cal.  94,  106  Pac.  409. 

3  Powers  V.  Perry,  12  Cal.  App.  77, 
106  Pac.  695. 

4  Smith  V.  Phillips,  6  Utah,  376,  23 
Pac.  932. 

5  Nephi  etc.  Co.  v.  Vickers,  15  Utah, 
374,  49  Pac.  301. 

6  Lakeside  etc.  Co.  v.  Crane,  80  Cal. 
181,  22  Pac.  76.  See  Logan  v.  Guich- 
ard  (Cal.  1911),  114  Pac.  989,  hold- 
ing "water  to  the  extent  of  three 
inches"  too  uncertain. 
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ditch  alone,  it  is  erroneous,  as  it  should  be  further  limited  to 
beneficial  use,  or  a  limitation  to  beneficial  use  will  be  implied 
and  read  into  the  decreed  Concerning  this,  reference  is  also 
made  to  preceding  sections.® 

No  definite  quantity  of  water  can  be  decreed  where  the  evi- 
dence does  not  disclose  the  amount  entitled.^  But  a  decree  not 
specifying  the  number  of  acres  to  be  irrigated  is  not  necessarily 
void.i<> 

Where  a  court  finds  that  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  the  use  of  aU 
the  water  from  October  1st  to  May  Ist,  each  year,  and  the 
amount  is  difScult  to  ascertain,  the  decree  may  enjoin  defend- 
ants absolutely  during  that  period  without  specifying  any 
quantities.** 

A  decree  concerning  a  water-right  does  not  per  se  concern  a 
ditch,  and  vice  versa.^^ 

''The  point  is  made  that  the  decree  should  have  permitted  the 
defendants  to  divert  the  water,  on  condition  that  they  returned 
it  to  the  river  above  plaintiff's  lands,  no  less  diminished  than  it 
would  have  been  in  its  natural  flow  to  the  point  of  return.  It 
may  be  that  a  decree  so  limited  would  have  been  proper  if  the 
evidence  had  shown  that  the  defendants  were  able  and  willing 
to  make  such  return  of  the  water."  ^ 

A  decree  concerning  a  stream  governs  also  as*to  its  tributaries.** 
An  erroneous  entry  of  a  decree  in  the  judgment-book  may  be 
amended  to  speak  the  truth  as  to  what  the  decree  was.*'^  A 
decree,  except  in  cases  where  a  large  number  of  parties  have  been 
brought  in  and  the  proceedings  have  been  lax,  is  presumed  satis- 
factory, on  appeal,  as  to  those  not  appealing.*® 

T  Infm,  sec.  642.  63    Pac.    1045;    Nevada   etc.   Co.   T. 

•  Supra,  sees.  471,  478;  infra,  sec.      ^3xx^L  ^^'  ^^'  .       „«  ^  ,    «- 
542.  f         t      I  ^  13  Huflfner  ▼.  Sawdaj,  153  Cal.  86, 

'a'  Tr« v  /lAAON   KA  n^       ^4  Pac.  424.     Citing  Qould  v.  Eaton, 

^«  ^'^^rvJ'  ?«  Tno7^^  ?^Lpt  T  117  Cal.  539,  49  Pac.  577,  38  L.  B.  a! 
448,   103   Pac.  58,  1007;   Rodgera  v.       ^^g.    -^^j^^^i^q  Valley  Co    v    SanU 

Overacker,  4  Cal.  App.  333,  87   Pac       Barbara    144  Cal   578    77  Pac    1113 
1107.     See,  also,  infra,  sees.  883,  884       ^a^'^^^^^^^^^^^  144^Cal.  |7^8    77 ^Pac^in|. 

10  Bates  v.  HaU,  44  Colo.  360,  98      Cal.  256,  107  Pac.  115. 

Pac.  3.  14  Josslyn  v.  Daly,  15  Idaho,  137, 

11  Miller  v.  Bay  Cities  W.  Co.,  157      96  Pac.  568. 

Cal.  256,  107  Pac.  115;  Los  Angeles  15  Bates  v.  Hall,  44  Colo.  360,  98 
V.  Hunter,  156  Cal.  603,  105  Pac.  755,  Pac.  3,  dictum,  holding  decree  as  en- 
citing  Vernon  Irr.  Co.  v.  Los  Angeles,  tered  binding,  however,  until  corrected 
106  Cal.  237,  39   Pac.   762 ;   City  of  in  the  book. 

Los  Angeles  v.  Pomeroy,  124  Cal.  597,  l«  Hough  v.  Porter,  61  Or.  318,  95 

57  Pac.  585.     See  Porter  v.  Pettingill  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728; 

(Or.),  110  Pac.  393.  Seaweard  v.  Duncan,  47  Or.  640,  84 

12  Parke  v.  Boulware,  7  Idaho,  490,  Pac.  1043. 
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A  decree  is  not  res  adjudicata  as  to  rights  purchased  by  one  of 
the  parties  subsequent  to  the  decree  from  a  stranger  to  the  suit.^'' 
How  far  a  decree  based  upon  the  common  law  of  riparian  rights 
is  res  adjudicata  after  the  State  has  changed  the  law  and  repu- 
diated that  doctrine,  qtuiere}^ 

The  court  can  make  reasonable  regulations  in  the  decree  for 
its  enforcement,  fixing  the  times,  quantity  and  manner  of  taking 
the  water.^* 

As  to  decrees  under  the  special  water  code  procedures  for 
determining  rights,  reference  is  made  to  a  later  chapter.^^ 

Service  of  process  (upon  parties  to  the  suit)  by  publication 
will,  in^some  cases,  be  suflBcient  to  support  decrees  in  rem  or 
qiiasi  in  rem;^^  but  no  decree,  whether  in  rem  or  in  personam, 
can  bind  persons  who  were  not  made  parties  (nor  in  privit}- 
with  parties)  to  the  action.^^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  640.    Miscellaneous  Matters  of  Practice. — Summons  may  be 

served  by  publication  in  a  newspaper  where  the  statutes  so  pro- 
vide, and  the  action  is  one  in  rem  or  quasi  in  rem,  and  the  defend- 
ants so  served  are  unknown  or  concealed  or  out  of  the  State.^ 
In  confirmation  proceedings  upon  the  organization  of  irrigation 
districts,  the  statutes  usually  provide  service  by  publication.^ 

The  facts  and  existence  of  a  nuisance  to  a  water-right  and  the 
amount  of  damages  are  to  be  tried  by  a  jury  in  a  suit  at  law 
for  damages  unless  a  jury  is  waived.^    But  there  is  no  right  to 


17  Josslvn  V.  Daly,  15  Idaho,  137, 
96  Pac.  568. 

18  See  Union  Mining  Co.  v.  Dang- 
berg,  81  Fed.  73. 

19  Burr  V.  Maelay  R.  Ck).  (1909), 
154  Cal.  428,  98  Pac.  260;  Hough  v. 
Porter  (1909),  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac. 
732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728. 

"If,  at  any  time  deemed  necessary 
by  it,  •  the  court  should  require  the 
sheriff,  or  other  oflficer  or  person  as  it 
may  designate  for  the  purpose,  includ- 
ing an  engineer  or  other  assistant,  as 
may  be  required,  to  fix  at  the  points 
of  diversion  or  other  proper  places 
suitable  boxes  or  headgates,  with  a 
view  to  being  able,  in  accordance  with 
this  decree,  properly  to  measure,  regu- 
late, and  distribute  the  water  between 
those  who,  under  this  decree,  may  be 


entitled  to  the  use  thereof,  the  costs 
for  which  should  be  taxed  against 
each  in  such  proportion  as  the  court 
may  deem  just  and  equitable."  Hough 
V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732, 
98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728.  See,  also, 
Whited  T.  Gavin  (Or.  1909),  105  Pac. 
396. 

20  Infra,  sec.  1222  et  seq. 

21  Infra,  sec.  1227. 

22  Supra,  sec.  625  et  seq. 

23  See  infra,  sec.  1227. 

24  See  Knowles  v.  New  Sweden  Irr. 
Dist.  (1909),  16  Idaho,  217,  101  Pac. 
81,  holding  the  defendant  in  that  case 
not  entitled  to  personal  service  as  dis- 
tinguished from  the  publication. 

23  Chessman  v.  Hale,  31  Mont.  557, 
79  Pac.  257,  68  L.  R.  A.  410. 
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a  jury  in  a  suit  in  equity  for  injunction,  though  joined  with  a 
olaim  for  damages.^  A  jury  in  equity  cases,  if  one  is  had,  is 
only  advisory.2 

Costs  may  be  awarded  or  apportioned  as  the  court  may  deem 
proper,  or  each  party  adjudged  to  pay  his  own  costs,  where  the 
result  of  the  suit  is  beneficial  to  all.' 

Defendants  may  file  cross-bills.^  In  an  action  by  a  riparian 
owner,  defendant's  claim  as  appropriator  is  properly  set  up  by 
a  cross-complaint.^ 

To  authorize  a  private  person  to  maintain  an  action  to  abate 
a  public  nuisan-ce,  he  must  show  a  special  injury  different  in  kind, 
and  not  merely  in  degree,  from  that  suffered  by  the  public  gencr- 
aUy.« 

Where  a  court  of  equity  has  acquired  jurisdiction  of  a  suit  to 
enjoin  a  continuing  trespass  upon  land,  it  may  also,  to  prevent 
a  multiplicity  of  suits,  award  damages  for  the  injury  already 
done,  although  the  same  would  also  be  recoverable  by  an  action 
at  law.'' 

Ordinarily,  a  judgment  by  default  will  not  be  disturbed;  t)ut 
water  suits  being  sui  generis^  the  court  may  exercise  its  discre- 
tion, and  where  a  quantity  of  water  was  awarded  to  plaintiff, 
as  against  nonanswering  defendants,  far  greater  than  necessary 
for  his  use,  the  decree  will  be  modified  by  reducing  the  quantity.^ 

Water  codes  and  special  statutes  providing  water  commis- 
sioners are  elsewhere  considered;^  but  without  statute,  courts 
may  appoint  commissioners  to  enforce  decrees,^^  or  appoint  a 
receiver.^^     Pending  irrigation  litigation  a  bond  may  be  given  in 


1  McCarthy  v.  Gaston  etc.  Co.,  144 
Cal.  542,  78  Pac.  7. 

2  Pealer  v.  Gray's  etc.  Co.  (1909), 
54  Wash.  415,  103  Pac.  451 ;  Davis  v. 
Martin,  157  Cal.  657,  108  Pac.  866. 

3  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95 
Pac.  752,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728; 
Boise  etc.  Co.  v.  Stewart,  10  Idaho, 
38,  77  Pac.  31,  321.  As  to  costs,  see, 
also,  Ison  v.  Sturgill  (Or.),  110  Pac. 
535. 

See,  also,  infra,  sec.  1231. 

4  Rickey  etc.  Co.  v.  Wood,  152  Fed. 
22,  81  C.  C.  A.  218;  Ames  etc.  Co. 
V.  Big  Indian  etc.  Co.,  146  Fed.  166. 

5  Van  Bibber  v.  Hilton,  84  CaL  585, 
24  Pac.  308,  598. 

Wat«r  Rights — 45 


G  Arizona  Copper  Co.  v.  Gillespie 
(Ariz.),  100  Pac.  465. 

7  The  Salton  Sea  Cases,  172  Fed. 
792,  97  C.  C.  A.  214. 

8  Whited  V.  Cavin  (Or.),  105  Pacl 
396. 

9  Infra,  Part  VI.  Compare,  some- 
what differently,  Mont.  Laws  1909,  p. 

,  House  Bill,  106;  Laws  1905,  p. 

145;  Laws  1911,  c.  43,  p.  72. 

10  Montezuma  Co.  v.  Smithville  Co. 
(Ariz.),  218  U.  S.  371,  31  Sup.  Ct. 
Bep.  67,  45  L.  Ed.  1074  (citing  the 
second  edition  of  this  book) ;  Sullivan 
V.  Jones  (Ariz.),  108  Pac.  476. 

n  Idaho  Fruit  Co.  v.  Great  Western 
Co.,  17  Idaho,  273,  105  Pac.  562. 
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lieu  of  an  injunction.^    An  injunction  has  been  held,  in  Califor- 
nia,  not  in  force  until  the  order  is  entered  in  the  proper  book.^ 


C.    INJUNCTION. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  641.  Irreparable  Injury. — The  most  efficient  remedy  is,  of 
course,  the  writ  of  injunction,  whereby  interference  is  stopped 
forthwith.  The  chief  requisites  to  support  a  case  for  an  injunc- 
tion are  as  follows : 

The  injury  involved  must  be  irreparable."  An  injury  to  a 
ditch  which  will  not  destroy  its  efficiency  and  can  be  easily 
repaired  will  not  support  a  case  for  an  injunction — ^the  owner 
will  be  left  to  his  less  drastic  remedies.^**. 

Instances  of  irreparably  injury  are  such  as  pollution  of  the 
water,  or  that  the  life  of  fruit  trees  will  be  destroyed,"*  or 
threatened  destruction  of  headgates  and  other  water  appliances." 

This  element  (irreparable  injury)  is  not  present  where  plain- 
tiff has  already  taken  or  can  easily  take  means  to  prevent  the 
injury ,^^  or  where  defendant  has  abated  the  nuisance  before  the 
decree,^*  an  injunction  will  be  refused. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  642.  Injuria  Sine  Damno. — ^As  to  all  rights  not  depending 
upon  use,  a  continuous  violation  may  be  an  irreparable  injury 
without  causing  actual  present  damage ;  since  the  continued  vio- 
lation, if  not  stopped,  may  ripen  into  a  title  by  prescription 
divesting  the  title  of  the  owner.  Nominal  damages  wiU  be  given 
at  law,  or  on  injunction  in  equity.  This  is  the  well-established 
doctrine  of  ^^ injuria  sine  damno.' ^    The  action  in  such  case  is 


12  Cal.  Code  av.  Proc,  sec.  532; 
and  probably  this  is  within  the  in- 
herent power  of  a  court  of  equity  in 
the  absence  of  statute. 

13  Rickey  L.  &  W.  Co.  v.  Glader 
(1908),  153  Cal.  179,  94  Pac.  768. 

H  Ladd  V.  Eedle,  12  Wyo.  362,  75 
Pac.  691 ;  Krause  v.  Oregon  Steel  Co., 
77  Pac.  833;  Watts  v.  Spencer,  51  Or. 
262,  94  Pac.  39;  Strang  v.  City  of  New 
York,  127  N.  Y.  Supp.  231. 

15  Clark  V.  WiUett,  35  Cal.  534,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  628;  Lorenz  v.  Wal- 
dron,  96  Cal.  243,  31  Pac.  54;  Jacobs 
V.  Day,  111  Cal.  571,  at  580,  44  Pac. 


243;  Hudson  v.  Dailey,  156  Cal.  617, 
105  Pac.  748. 

16  Smith  V.  Stearns  Rancho  Co.,  129 
Cal.  58,  61  Pac.  662;  Cushman  v. 
Highland  Ditch  Co.,  3  Colo.  App.  437, 
33  Pac.  344.  Regarding  pollution,  see 
supra,  sec.  522. 

17  Hayois  v.  Salt  R.  Co.  (1903),  8 
Ariz.  285,  71  Pac.  944. 

18  Atchison  v.  Peterson,  1  Mont. 
561,  20  Wall.  507,  22  L.  Ed.  414,  1 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  583. 

19  McCarthy  v.  Gastpn  etc.  Co.,  144 
Cal.  542,  78  Pac.  7. 
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allowed  for  the  vindication  and  preservation  of  plaintiff's  tifle,^ 
The  chief  illustration  is  in  regard  to  rights  of  way  over  land. 
Claiming  and  exercising  adversely  a  right  of  way  over  another's 
land  does  him  irreparable  injury  if  continued,  because,  if  not 
stopped,  a  prescriptive  right  to  the  way  will  in  time  arise,  and 
although  the  landowner  never  uses  that  portion  of  his  land  and 
suffers  no  present  damage  from  the  mere  passing  over  it,  yet  he 
would,  finally  lose  his  title  to  it,  or  suffer  an  encumbrance  thereto. 
Consequently  ditch-building  over  private  land  will  be  absolutely 
enjoined,  even  though  the  actual  money  damage  as  yet  suffered 
by  the  landowner  is  nominal  only.^^  So  likewise  the  continued 
flooding  of  another's  land  will  be  enjoined;  and  even  though  the 
flood  has  already  occurred  and  completely  ruined  the  land,  yet 
the  title  thereto  still  remains  to  be  protected.^  So,  also,  under 
the  common  law  of  riparian  rights,  since  a  riparian  proprietor 
may  use  the  water  when  he  will  or  not  at  all  (his  right  not 
depending  upon  present  use),  he  may  enjoin  any  diversion 
(beyond  a  reasonable  riparian  use  of  another  riparian  proprie- 
tor) although  showing  no  actual  present  use  or  present  damage,  if 
the  diversion  in  time  would,  by  prescription,  impair  the  plaintiff's 
capacity  to  use  the  water  on  his  land  when  he  will  in  the  future.^ 
And  so  also,  under  the  earlier  history  of  the  law  of  prior  appropria- 
tion, when  the  appropriator's  right  was  primarily  a  possessory 
one  to  the  flow  of  a  portion  of  the  stream  to  capacity  of  ditch, 
rather  than  a  right  to  a  use,  the  doctrine  of  injuria  sine  damno 
was  applied  to  protect  the  flow  to  that  capacity,  whether  plain- 
tiff was  using  the  water  or  not  (so  long  as  he  did  not  mean  to 
abandon  it),  and  although  he  suffered  no  actual  present  damage 
to  use  of  the  water.  Consequently  we  find  Professor  Pomeroy, 
writing  in  former  days,  saying:^  ** Hence,  also,  the  complaint 


20  Brown  v.  Ashley,  16  Nev.  312. 
It  was  first  fixed  by  the  decision  of 
Lord  Holt  in  Ashby  v.  White,  2  Ld. 
Raym.  938,  92  Eng.  Reprint,  126,  con- 
sidered one  of  his  greatest  decisions, 
having  been  a  case  where  a  voter  was 
allowed  to  recover  damages  against 
one  who  prevented  him  from  voting, 
though  his  vote  was  intended  for  the 
man  who  in  fact  won  the  election  and 
the  voter  hence  suffered  no  actual 
damage.  It  was  first  clearly  applied 
to  water-rights  by  Justice  Story  in 
Webb  ▼.  Portland  Cement  Co.,  3  Sum. 


189,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  17,322,  a  great  case 
in  the  law  of  riparian  rights.  Infra, 
sec.  816. 

21  Vestal  V.  Young,  147  Cal.  715, 
721,  82  Pac.  381,  383;  Winslow  v. 
Vallejo,  148  Cal.  723,  113  Am.  St. 
Rep.  349,  84  Pac.  191,  5  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  851.  See  supra,  sec.  221  et  seq., 
ditches  on  private  land. 

22  The  Salton  Sea  Cases,  172  Fed. 
792. 

23  Infra,  sec.  816. 

24  Pomeroy  on  Riparian  Rights,  p. 
108,  sec.  69. 
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in  an  action  by  an  appropriator  of  water  to  restrain  the  unlaw- 
ful diversion  of  the  stream  need  not  allege  that  the  plaintiff  is 
in  a  position  to  use  the  water  himself,"  etc.  In  the  note  are  col- 
lected a  number  of  earlier  authorities  applying  this  to  the  rights 
of  appropriators  of  water.* 

But  there  has  been  a  change  going  steadily  forward  in  the 
law  of  prior  appropriation;  namely,  the  transition  we  have  fre- 
quently pointed  out  from  a  possessory  system  to  one  depending 
upon  use.^  Actual  use,  rather  than  actual  diversion,  to-day 
creates  the  right;  beneficial  use  rather  than  capacity  of  ditch 
measures  it;  nonuse  rather  than  voluntary  abandonment  loses 
it;  and  in  the  present  connection  present  damage  to  actual  use 
is  becoming  necessary  to  secure  injunctions.  Cases  now  are 
refusing  an  injunction  to  an  appropriator  who  is  not  using  the 
water,  and  granting  it  only  where  he  is  using  it  and  suffers 
actual  present  damage  to  present  use  from  defendant's  act.  The 
modem  rule  is  to  regard  injunctions  granted  to  appropriators 
as  based  strictly  upon  beneficial  use  and  as  not  restraining  a 
defendant  while  the  plaintiff  is  not  himself  using  the  water, 
even  if  the  decree  does  not  (as  it  ^ould)  expressly  so  declare;^ 
so  that  only  where  there  is  actual  damage  to  present  use  would 
an  injunction  be  granted  to  prevent  prescription.  In  the  absence 
of  such  damage  no  prescription  would  arise.®  Injunction  will 
not  be  granted  where  the  act  would  not  ripen  into  an  easement, 
and  causes  no  actual  damage,  as  where  there  is  water  enough 


20  Moore  t.  Clear  Lake  etc.  Co.,  68 
Cal.  146,  8  Pac.  816;  Stanford  v. 
Pelt,  71  Cal.  249,  16  Pac.  900;  Conk- 
Ung  V.  Pacific  etc.  Co.,  87  Cal.  296,  25 
Pac.  399;  Walker  v.  Emerson,  89  Cal. 
456,  26  Pac.  968;  Spargur  v.  Hurd,  90 
Cal.  221,  27  Pac.  198;  Mott  v.  Ewing, 
90  Cal.  231,  27  Pac.  194;  Bamea  v. 
Sabron,  10  Nev.  217,  4  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  673;  Rigney  v.  Tacoma  etc.  Co., 
9  Wash.  576,  38  Pac.  147,  26  L.  R.  A. 
4i'5;  Lytic  Creek  Co.  v.  Perdew,  65 
Cal.  447,  4  Pac.  426;  Union  Min.  Co. 
V.  Dangberg,  81  Fed.  73,  citing  cases. 
See  cross-references  supra,  sec.  139. 

1  See  cross-references  »upra,  sec. 
139. 

2'Gotem  ▼.  CardelH,  26  Nev.  382, 
69  Pac.  8;  Twaddle  v.  Winters,  29 
Nev.  88,  85  Pac.  283,  89  Pac.  289; 
Medano  etc.  Co.  v.  Adams,  29  Colo. 
317,  68  Pao.  431;  Woods  v.  Sargent, 


43  Colo.  268,  95  Pae.  932;  Drach  v. 
Isola  (Colo.),  109  Pac.  748;  Mann 
V.  Parker,  48  Or.  321,  86  Pac.  598; 
Gardner  v.  Wright,  49  Or.  609,  91 
Pac.  286;  Crawford  etc.  Co.  v.  Needle 
Bock  etc.  Co.  (Colo.),  114  Pac  655. 
See,  also,  infra,  sec.  1231  et  seq. 

"Whenever  it  is  not  needed  by  the 
plaintiffs,  it  should  be  turned  to  the 
defendants,  if  they  have  any  beneficial 
use  for  it,  and  not  permitted  to  waste. 
It  may  be  implied  Dy  the  law ;  but  it 
is  better  to  have  decrees  specify,  and 
especially  so  in  this  case,  in  view  of 
the  testimony  stated  and  of  the  per- 
petual injunction,  that  the  award  of 
water  is  limited  to  a  beneficial  use  at 
such  times  as  it  is  needed."  Tws^d- 
dle  V.  Winters,  29  Nev.  88,  85  Pac. 
280,  89  Pac.  289. 

8  Supra,  sec.  588. 
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for  all,*  or  where  the  diversion  is  during  plaintiff's  nonuse.'  In 
stating  the  distinction  between  the  law  of  appropriation  and  that 
of  riparian  rights  in  this  respect  it  has  been  said:  ''In  so  far, 
however,  as  the  rights  of  plaintiffs  rest  upon  prior  appropria- 
tion and  use,  it  was  no  doubt  necessary  for  them  to  show  that 
the  proposed  diversion  would  diminish  the  flow  of  water  which 
they  had  been  receiving  for  use  upon  their  lands.  "• 

At  the  same  time,  while  this  change  has  been  going  steadily 
forward,  it  is  not  completed  The  chief  thing  to  be  noted  is 
the  period  (fixed  by  statute,  usually)  before  nonuse  causes  for- 
feiture of  right;  which  statutory  period  implies  that  the  rule  of 
injuria  sine  damno  applies  to  protect  a  flow  (although  unused) 
during  the  statutory  period.  Reference  is  made  to  other  sec- 
tions in  this  regard.' 

■ 

As  the  remedy  sought  in  water  cases  is  usually  by  injunction, 
most  of  the  fundamental  questions  of  the  law  of  waters  can  be 
viewed  as  wrapping  themselves  around  the  application  of  the 
rule  of  injuria  sine  damno,  to  those  who  prefer  to  take  up  the 
law  from  the  standpoint  of  procedure,  for  this  admitted  rule 
can  never  be  applied  without  first  deciding  what  the  nature 
of  the  right  is. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  643.  Prospective. — The  damage  must  be  prospective.  The 
interference  must  be  likely  to  continue  in  the  future,  or  there 
must  be  a  threat  of  continuance.*    An  injury  to  a  ditch  already 


4  Clough  V.  Wing,  2  Ariz.  364,  17 
Pae.  453;  Davis  v.  Chamberiain,  51 
Or.  304,  98  Pac.  154;  Bates  v.  HaU, 
44  Colo.  360,  98  Pac.  3,  and  cases  just 
above  cited. 

B  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95 
Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728, 
citing  cases.  See  cases  collected  gen- 
erally sees.  478,  481,  supra,  under  the 
topic  "Beneficial  Use." 

«  Huffner  v.  Sawday,  153  Gal.  86, 
94  Pac.  424.     Italics  ours. 

f  Consider,  for  example,  the  incon- 
sistency between  Moore  Clear  Lake  W. 
Co.  (supra)  y  68  Cal.  146,  8  Pac.  816, 
and  Smith  v.  Hawkins,  110  CaL  122, 
42  Pac.  453;  Smith  v.  Hawkins,  120 
Cal.  87,  52  Pac,  139,  19  Morr.  Min, 
Bep.  243. 


8  See  cross-references  supra,  sec. 
139;  especially  sees.  476  et  seq.,  and 
577. 

It  should  be  further  noted  that  the 
change  mentioned  is  in  regard  to  in- 
junctions or  actions  for  damages. 
The  rule  of  injuria  sine  damno  re- 
mains unimpaired  even  under  the  law 
of  prior  appropriation  in  equitable 
bills  "quia  timet,"  such  as  actions  to 
remove  a  cloud  upon  title.  Such  ac- 
tions lie  in  favor  of  appropriators 
to-day  even  though  the  hostile  claim 
has  not  yet  caused  actual  damage. 
Whited  v.  Cavin  (Dr.),  105  Pac.  396; 
Carnes  v.  Balton  (Or.),  110  Pac.  170. 

d  Tenney  v.  Miners'  etc.  Co.,  7  Cal. 
340,  11  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  31;  Orcutt 
y.  Pasadena  L.  &  W.  Co.  (1908),  152 
Cal.  599,  93  Pac.  497. 
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accomplished  in  the  past  will  not  support  a  case  for  an  injunc- 
tion.io 


(3d  ed.) 

§  644.    Laches. — There  must  be  no  laches  or  delay."    Parties 

who  have  appropriated  water  for  irrigation  purposes  pursuant 
to  law,  and  continued  the  use  of  water  under  such  appropriation 
for  more  than  seven  years,  cannot  be  enjoined  from  the  continued 
use  of  such  right  by  a  lower  riparian  owner  whose  mill  privilege 
may  be  injured  thereby.  His  remedy  is  an  action  for  damages.^ 
Where  a  ditch  is  built  over  one's  land,  his  remedy  after  delay 
is  solely  for  damages.  He  cannot  destroy  it  by  force.  On  the 
contrary,  force  will  be  enjoined.^*  The  proprietor  who  waits 
two  years,  for  example,  after  the  wrongful  act,  has  been  held 
to  have  no  right  to  an  injunction.^*  Laches  is  a  favored  defense 
to  a  public  service  company  because  of  the  public  interest 
involved.*** 

The  defense  of  laches  is  not  made  out  where  defendant  was 
urged  solely  by  extreme  necessity  for  water,  hoping  plaintiff 
would  not  interfere,  but  proposing  to  continue,  nevertheless,  until 
plaintiff  prevented  him.  Holding  that  no  laches  was  shown  in 
the  case,  it  is  said:*®  **It  is  suggested  that,  although  the  facts 
found  may  come  short  of  creating  an  estoppel,  they  are  suffi- 
cient to  show  that  the  plaintiffs  are  barred  by  their  laches.  It 
is  well-established  doctrine  that  the  defense  of  laches  does  not 
rest  entirely  upon  lapse  of  time,  nor  require  any  specific  period 
of  delay,  as  does  the  statute  of  limitations.  But  in  order  to 
constitute  laches,  there  must  be  something  more  than  mere  delay 


10  Tuolumne  etc.  Co.  v.  Chapman, 
8  Cal.  392,  11  Morr.  Min.- Rep.  34; 
Clark  V.  Willett,  35  Cal.  534,  4  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  628;  Lorenz  v.  Waldron,  96 
Cal.  243,  31  Pac.  54. 

11  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  at 
265,  16  Pac.  674;  Hudson  v.  Dailey, 
156  Cal.  617,  105  Pac.  748;  Stuart  v. 
Holland,  179  Fed.  969. 

12  Cline  V.  Stock,  71  Neb.  70,  98 
N.  W.  454,  102  N.  W.  265. 

13  The  case  turned  also  on  peculiar 
facts  regarding  Alaska  mining  claims, 
on  the  balance  of  convenience,  on  the 
fact  that  the  ditch  owner  was  en- 
titled to  condemn  right  of  way,  and 
on  something  like  blackmail  by  claim 
owners  and  other  peculiar  facts.     Mio- 


cene etc.  Co.  V.  Jacobsen,  146  Fed. 
680,  77  C.  C.  A.  106.  Cf.  McCook  v. 
Crews,  70  Neb.  115,  102  N.  W.  249. 

H  Loud  Gold  M.  Co.  v.  Blake  (C. 
C),  24  Fed.  249;  Thomas  v.  Wood- 
man, 23  Kan.  217,  33  Am.  Rep.  156; 
Clark  V.  Cambridge  Irr.  Co.,  45  Neb. 
798,  64  N.  W.  239.  See  Lux  v.  Hag- 
gin,  69  Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674;  Monte- 
cito  etc.  Co.  V.  Santa  Barbara,  144 
Cal.  578,  77  Pac.  1113.  See,  also. 
Stock  V.  City  of  Hillsdale  (1909),  155 
Mich.  375,  119  N.  W.  435,  at  438. 

15  Infra,  sec.  651. 

l«  Verdugo  W.  Co.  v.  Verdugo 
(1908),  152  Cal.  655,  93  Pac.  1021, 
per  Mr.  Justice  Shaw. 
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by  the  plaintiff,  accompanied  by  an  expenditure  of  money  or 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  defendant.  It  must  also  appear  that 
it  will  be  inequitable  to  enforce  the  claim.  The  reason  upon 
which  the  rule  is  based  is  not  alone  the  lapse  of  time  during 
which  the  neglect  to  enforce  the  right  has  existed,  but  the 
changes  of  condition  which  may  have  arisen  during  the  period 
in  which  there  has  been  neglect." 

Laches  or  acquiescence  must  be  distinguished  from  estoppel, 
elsewhere  considered,  as  estoppel  would  bar  a  right,  and  there 
must  be  some  degree  of  turpitude  to  raise  it,  whereas  laches  but 
bars  an  injunction  because  of  lack  of  diligence  in  seeking  the 
remedy  while  leaving  an  action  at  law  for  damages.^^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  646.  Making  Out  Bight  at  Law. — ^There  is  no  necessity  of 
first  making  out  the  legal  right  at  law.^^  In  Lux  ¥.  Haggin, 
the  court  says:  ''Under  our  codes  the  riparian  proprietor  is  not 
required  to  establish  his  right  at  law  by  recovering  a  judgment 
in  damages  before  applying  for  an  injunction.  The  decisions 
(in  cases  of  alleged  nuisances)  based  on  the  failure  of  the  com- 
plainant to  have  had  his  right  established  at  law  have  no 
appositeness  here.  Here  the  plaintiff  must,  indeed,  clearly  make 
out  his  right  in  equity,  and  show  that  money  damages  will  not 
give  him  adequate  compensation.  If  he  fails  to  do  this,  relief  in 
equity  will  be  denied;  but,  if  he  proves  his  case,  relief  will  be 
granted,  although  he  has  not  demanded  damages  at  law.  In  the 
case  at  bar  the  plaintiffs  do  not  admit  that  damages  would  con- 
stitute compensation,  and  ask  for  an  injunction  until  they  shall 
recover  such  compensation  in  an  action  for  damages.  The 
decisions  which  bear  on  that  class  of  cases,  and  which  require 
of  the  plaintiff  to  show  that  he  has  promptly  sought  redress  at 
law,  have  little  applicability."" 

At  the  same  time,  in  cases  of  exceptional  difiSculty,  where 
there  is  grave  conflict. of  evidence,  and  where  an  action  at  law 
for  damages  is  already  begun  before  the  injunction  was  applied 

n  See  supra,  sec.  593  et  aeq.,  es-      appropriator  in  the    Tuolumne    ease, 

toppel.  on   the   eround  that  legal  and  equi- 

18  Lux  V.  Hairinn,  69  Cal.  255,  10  ,  , ,       ,r  .       .      .,           u-     j 

Pac.  674;  Tuolumne' etc.  Co.  v.  Chap-  ^^^^  f'^^  ""^er  the  combined  or  re- 

man,  8  Cal.  392,  11  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  rormed   practice  are  adminiatered  in 

34.  the  same  court  (whenever  the  equitable 

i»  While  this  is  said  of  a  riparian  j^^  ^^^  ^q^  overlooked), 
proprietor,  the  same  was  said  of  an 
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for,  it  is  advisable  (though  not  compnlsory)  to  have  the  right 
first  established  at  law.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  646.  Mandatory  Injunction  (Abatement  of  Nuisance  by 
Suit). — Mandatory  injunctions  may  be  granted  to  order  abate- 
ment of  a  nuisance,  such  as  the  removal  of  the  means  of  diver- 
sion,** or  removal  of  a  railway  embankment,^  or  the  removal 
of  an  obstruction  from  the  stream,^  or  to  compel  the  removal 
of  dams**  which  have  wrongfully  diverted  water  onto  plaintiff's 
property,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  to  destroy  trees  and  cut 
gulches,  although  plaintiff  has  not  established  his  right  to  dam- 
ages by  a  verdict  of  jury  or  finding  of  court,*^  or  to  put  in  a 
measuring-box,*  or  to  compel  restoration  of  the  water  diverted.* 
Acts  may  be  ordered  done  in  another  jurisdiction.* 

The  decree  may  be  molded,  enjoining  on  condition,  instead  of 
mandatory.  Thus  pollution  by  tailings  from  a  gold  quartz-mill 
will  be  enjoined  at  suit  of  a  prior  appropriator  whose  use  for 
irrigation  is  impaired  thereby,  the  decree  being  framed  to 
restrain  the  operation  of  the  defendant's  mill  ''until  it  has  made 
suitable  provision  to  prevent  injury  to  plaintiff's  irrigating 
ditches,  and  to  the  water  used  by  him."* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  647.    Defenses  to  Injunction. — By  way  of  defense  to  an 

injunction  suit,  the  defense  that  the  water  would  not  reach 

plaintiff  anyway  has  often  been  asserted,  and  the  authorities 

conflict  where  the  acts  of  defendant  are,  within  possibility,  a  con- 


20  McCarthy  v.  Bunker  HiU  etc.  Co. 
(Idaho),  164  Fed.  927,  92  C.  C.  A. 
259. 

21  Rigney  v.  Tacoma  etc.  Co.,  9 
Wash.  576,  38  Pac.  147,  26  L.  R.  A. 
425  (removal  of  dam) ;  Ramsay  v. 
Chandler,  3  Cal.  90,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
240;  Nicholson  v.  Getchell,  96  Cal. 
394,  31  Pac.  265. 

22  International  etc.  Ry.  v.  Davia 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.),  29  S.  W.  483. 

28  Nicholson  v.  Getchell,  96  Cal. 
394,  31  Pac.  265;  Johnson  v.  Superior 
Court,  65  Cal.  567,  4  Pac.  576;  Evans 
V.  Ross  (Cal.),  8  Pac.  88  (dictum). 

24  Bingham  v.  Walter  (1909),  80 
Kan.  617,  103  Pac.  120;  Wilhite  v. 
Billings  etc.  Co.  (1909),  39  Mont.  1, 


101  Pac.  168  (part  of  a  dam  orderea 
taken  down)  ;  The  Salton  Sea  Cases, 
172  Fed.  792,  820,  97  C.  C.  A.  214, 
242. 

25  Allen  V.  Stowell,  145  Cal.  666, 
104  Am.  St.  Rep.  80,  79  Pac.  371,  68 
L.  B.  A.  223. 

1  Elliott  V.  Whitmore,  10  Utah,  246, 
37  Pac.  461. 

2  Montecito  etc.  Co.  v.  Santa  Bar- 
bara, 144  Cal.  578,  77  Pac.  1113. 

8  The  Salton  Sea  Case:,  172  Fed. 
820,. 97  C.  C.  A.  242. 

4  Brown  v.  Gold  Coin  etc.  Co.,  48 
Or.  277,  86  Pac.  361.  For  a  case  re- 
fusing a  mandatory  injunction,  see 
Lanham  v.  Wenatchee  Co.,  48  Wash. 
337,  93  Pac.  522. 
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tributing  cause.  Injunotion  was  granted,  for  example,  in  one 
case,*  saying  such  defense  is  as  old  as  irrigation  and  perhaps  as 
old  as  trespass  itself.^  In  denying  the  validity  of  the  defense, 
a  recent  case  says  that  while  the  natural  flow  may  not  reach 
plaintiff  on  the  surface,  the  upper  diversion  might  deprive  him 
of  the  benefit  of  the  subflowJ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  648.  Balance  of  Inconvenience  Between  the  Parties. — 
Another  defense  on  which  the  authorities  are  in  great  conflict 
is  that  known  as  ''the  balance  of  convenience"  or  ''comparative 
hardships."  The  cases  conflict  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  rule 
as  to  balance  of  convenience  and  also  as  to  its  application.  It 
is  sometimes  said  that  the  balance  of  convenience  will  not  be 
considered;*  that  slight  damage  to  plaintiff  is  no  defense,^  and 
that  expense  to  defendant  is  not  to  be  considered.^^ 

In  one  case  it  is  said  that  it  is  not  enough  for  defendant  to 
say  that,  admitting  plaintiff's  right  to  be  a  substantial  one, 
defendant  in  invading  it  does  so  because  he  cannot  otherwise 
work  his  mine,  and  will  take  all  precaution  to  keep  the  money 
damage  small.  That  is  no  defense  to  an  injunction,  the  court 
held,^^  saying:  "But  even  had  the  defendants  after  having 
admitted  the  property  rights  of  plaintiffs  in  their  ditch,  as 
alleged  in  their  complaint,  admitted  their  intention  to  wash  away 
the  ground  upon  which  it  was  constructed,  as  alleged  by  plain- 
tiffs, and  alleged  in  justification  of  such  purpose  their  design  to 
substitute  in  place  of  so  much  of  plaintiff's  ditch  as  they  should 


s  Morris  ▼.  Bean,  146  Fed.  436. 

6  For  examples  where  the  injunc- 
tion was  refused  on  a  showing  that 
the  stream  would  dry  up  anyway  be- 
fore reaching  plaintiff,  or  not  reach 
him  for  other  reasons,  see  Paige  v. 
Rocky  Ford  etc.  Co.,  83  Cal.  84,  21 
Pac.  1102,  23  Pac.  875;  Union  Min. 
Co.  V.  Dangberg  (C.  C.  Nev.),  81  Fed. 
73 ;  Raymond  v.  Wimsette,  12  Mont. 
551,  33  Am.  St.  Rep.  604,  31  Pac.  537; 
Gutierrea  v.  Wege,  145  Cal.  730,  79 
Pac.  449;  West  Point  etc.  Co.  v. 
Maroni  etc.  Co.,  21  Utah,  229,  61  Pac. 
16;  Booth  V.  Trager  (1909),  44  Colo. 
409,  99  Pac.  60.     See  supra,  sec.  279. 

7  Huffner  v.  Sawday,  153  Cal.  86, 
94  Pac.  424.     See  infra,  sec.  1078. 

8  6  Pomeroy's  Equitable  Remedies, 


sec.   562,   note  24.    See  22  Harvard 
Law  Review,  596,  ilote. 

9  Carron  v.  Wood,  10  Mont.  500, 
26  Pac.  388,  and  cases  heretofore 
cited. 

10  Cole  Silver  M.  Co.  ▼.  Virginia 
etc.  Co.,  1  Saw.  470,  7  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  503;  Fed.  Cas.  No.  2989;  Suf- 
folk etc.  Co.  v.  San  Migruel  etc.  Co., 
9  Colo.  App.  407,  48  Pac.  828.  See 
Wilhite  V.  BiUings  etc.  Co.  (1909),  39 
Mont.  1,  101  Pac.  168. 

''Against  a  clear  and  explicit  rule 
of  law,  no  argument  from  inconveni- 
ence, however  forcibly  urged,  can  pre- 
vail." Judge  John  R.  Garber  in  Van 
Sickle  V.  Haines,  7  Nev.  249. 

n  Gregory  v.  Nelson,  41  Cal.  278, 
at  289,  12  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  124. 
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wash  away,  a  flume  or  metal  pipe  for  conducting  the  water  for 
the  use  of  plaintiffs,  and  that  such  flume  or  pipe  would  answer 
plaintiffs'  purposes  as  well  as  the  ditch,  with  a  prayer  that  the 
court,  by  its  judgment  and  decree,  authorize  them  to  consummate 
their  designs,  upon  their  filing  a  bond  payable  to  plaintiffs,  con- 
ditioned to  keep  such  flume  or  metal  pipe  in  repair  until  plaintiffs' 
claims  should  be  worked  out,  I  know  of  no  principle  of  law  or 
power  in  a  court  of  equity  to  justify  or  authorize  such  an  in- 
vasion of  the  property  rights  of  one  private  party  to  serve  the 
wishes,  convenience  or  necessities  of  another  private  party.  Such 
a  principle,  if  once  adopted  by  judicial  tribunals  upon  ground  of 
necessity  in  view  of  the  peculiar  relations  and  character  of  private 
property  rights  of  miners  on  the  public  domain,  would  readily  be 
invoked  as  applicable  to  other  property  rights,  and  its  practical 
application  would  result  in  &  system  of  judicial  condemnation  of 
the  property  of  one  citizen  to  answer  an  assumed  paramount 
necessity  or  convenience  of  another  citizen.  It  is  the  duty  of 
courts  to  protect  a  party  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  private  property, 
not  to  license  a  trespass  upon  such  property  or  to  compel  the 
owner  to  exchange  the  same  for  other  property  to  answer  private 
purposes  or  necessities."  ^^ 

On  the  other  hand,  many  cases  say  that  because  of  the  rule 
known  as  the  ** balance  of  convenience,"  an  injunction  may  be 
refused ;  ^  that  is,  because  the  loss  to  the  appropriator  (plaintiff) 
would  be  small,  as  compared  to  the  loss  to  the  defendant  if  his 
works  were  enjoined.  Thus,  no  injunction  will  be  granted  if  the 
defendant  will  restore  to  the  stream  the  amount  he  has  been  tak- 
ing from  it.^*  **  Where  the  title  to  the  property  is  in  dispute 
between  the  parties,  the  extent  of  inconvenience  and  expense  to 
which  the  defendant  would  be  subjected  by  the  granting  of  the 


12  See  Pomeroj  on  Riparian  Rights, 
■ec.  67;  Weiss  v.  Oregon  etc.  Co.,  13 
Or.  496,  11  Pac.  255;  High  on  In- 
junctions, sec.  795 ;  Woodruff  ▼.  North 
Bloomfield  etc.  Co.,  18  Fed.  753,  9 
Saw.  441;  Teel  v.  Rio  Bravo  Oil  Co., 
47  Tex.  Civ.  App.  153,  104  S.  W.  423. 

18  Slade  V.  Sullivan,  17  Cal.  102,  7 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  419;  Clark  v.  Willett, 
35  Cal.  534,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  628; 
Heilbron  v.  Fowler  etc.  Canal  Co.,  75 
Cal.  426,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  183,  17  Pac. 
535;  Modoc  etc.  Co.  v.  Booth,  102 
Cal.   151,  36  Pac.  431;    McCarthy  v. 


Bunker  Hill  Co.  (Idaho),  164  Fed. 
927,  92  C.  C.  A.  ^59;  City  of  Aber- 
deen V.  Lytle  etc.  Co.  (Wash.),  108 
Pac.  945 ;  William  v.  Heath,  1  L.  T., 
N.  S.,  267;  Shaw  J.,  concurring  in 
Miller  v.  Bay  Cities  W.  Co.,  157  Cal. 
256,  107  Pac.  115,  citing  Peterson  v. 
Santa  Rosa,  119  Cal.  391,  51  Pac.  557; 
Jacob  V.  Day,  111  Cal.  571,  580, 
44  Pac.  243;  2  High  on  Injunctions, 
4th  ed.,  sec.  470;  2  Beach  on  Injunc- 
tions, sec.  1067. 

14  Montecito  etc.  Co.  v.  Santa  Bar- 
bara, 144  Cal.  678,  77  Pac.  1113. 
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injunction,  as  compared  with  the  injury  the  plaintiflP  would  be 
likely  to  suffer  if  refused,  often  forms  an  important  consideration 
in  determining  the  right  to  an  injunction."**^  The  refusal  of  an 
injunction  because  of  the  rule  concerning  the  balance  of  conven- 
ience is  perhaps  illustrated  in  the  following  case.  A  mining  com- 
pany was  depositing  tailings  upon  land  below  its  mill.  For  the 
purpose  of  speculation,  plaintiff  bought  up  this  land,  and  asked 
an  injunction.  That  was  refused  on  the  ground  that  it  would 
mean  ruin  to  the  mining  company,  and  plaintiff  had  bought  the 
land  merely  with  a  view  to  litigation.*®  It  was  held  in  another 
case  that  where,  in  an  action  to  recover  damages  and  to  enjoin 
defendant  from  maintaining  a  ditch  upon  plaintiff's  land,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  land  was  of  little  value ;  that  the  injury  to  the  land 
was  not  real ;  that  the  damages  were  merely  nominal ;  that  defend- 
ant was  not  insolvent;  and  that  plaintiff's  remedy  at  law  was 
adequate,  then  the  court  did  not  err  in  refusing  to  grant  an  in- 
junction.*^ Says  a  recent  case  applying  the  principle:  **Such 
mischief  as  appellant  is  likely  to  feel  from  the  insistence  of 
respondent  that  its  water  supply  be  kept  pure  and  clear  can  be 
obviated  at  an  expense  so  trifling  that  compliance  with  the  order 
of  the  court  cannot  be  called  a  hardship  or  work  a  loss  of  prop- 
erty rights.  On  the  other  hand,  any  obstruction  tending  to  the 
pollution  of  the  waters  of  Stewart  Creek  might  work  irreparable 
mischief,  reaching  far  beyond  the  inconvenience  of  the  land- 
owner."*® 

The  rule  as  to  the  balance  of  convenience,  or  comparative  hard- 
ship, is  more  favored  in  refusing  a  preliminary  injunction  than  a 
permanent  one ;  *®  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  clear  that 
it  can  apply  only  in  equity  and  has  no  application  to  an  action  at 
law  for  damages.^ 


IS  Real  Del  Monte  M.  Co.  v.  Pond 
M.  Co..  23  Cal.  82,  7  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
452.  Citing  Hicks  v.  Compton,  18 
CaL  210;  3  Danieirs  Chancery  Prac- 
tice, 1860;  Adama'  Equity,  357; 
Bruce  v.  Delaware  &  Hudson  Canal 
Co.,  19  Barb.  (N.  Y.)    371. 

10  Edwards  v.  Allouez  Co..  38  Mich. 
46,  31  Am.  Rep.  301,  7  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  577. 

17  Hoye  V.  Sweetman,  19  Nev.  376, 
12  Pac.  504,  and  see  Mann  v.  Parker, 
47  Or.  321,  86  Pac.  598;  Montecito 
etc.  Co.  V.  Santa  Barbara,  144  CaL 
578,  77  Pac.  1113. 


IS  City  of  Aberdeen  t.  Lytle  etc. 
Co.  (Wash.),  108  Pac.  945. 

1©  California  etc.  Co.  v.  Enterprise 
etc.  Co.  (C.  C.  S.  D.  Cal),  127  Fed. 
741.  In  Contra  Costa  W.  Co.  v.  City 
of  Oakland,  165  Fed.  518,  it  was  said 
to  be  the  settled  rule  on  preliminary  in- 
junctions. See,  also,  Spring  Valley 
Co.  V.  San  Francisco,  165  Fed.  712. 

20  See  McCarthy  v.  Bunker  Hill 
etc.  Co.  (Idaho),  164  Fed.  927,  92 
C.  C.  A.  259;  Wilhite  v.  Billings  etc. 
Co.,  39  Mont.  1,  101  Pac.  168. 
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§  649.  Same — ^Hardship  on  the  Public. — The  same  conflict  ap- 
pears where  the  hardship  is  on  the  public  instead  of  on  a  private 
party.  Here  again  Mr.  Pomeroy  states  that  the  better  rule  is 
that  an  injunction  should  not  be  refused  on  that  account.^ 
Professor  Pomeroy  ^  in  discussing  the  general  question  of  public 
policy  in  the  law  of  waters^  said:  "The  following  observations 
concerning  the  influence  which  the  'public  interests'  should  have 
upon  the  decisions  of  cases  involving  private  rights  are  of  weighty 
importance  in  this  community  as  well  as  in  Nevada  and  every 
other  State.  While  courts  most  certainly  have  a  legislative  func- 
tion, since  the  great  body  of  common  law  and  of  equity  has  been 
built  up  by  courts,  it  should  never  be  forgotten  that  courts  do 
not  rightfully  possess  the  power  of  legislating  from  motives  of 
mere  policy  and  expediency.  The  duty  of  courts  is  to  declare 
and  protect  private  rights  of  suitors  by  applying  or  extending 
some  established  principle  or  doctrine  to  new  conditions  of  facts. 
The  court  say:^  'Before  proceeding  to  an  investigation  of  the 
legal  questions  really  involved  in  the  case,  we  may  state,  once  for 
all,  that  the  fact  that  the  case  is  of  great  interest  to  the  public, 
whose  rights,  it  is  claimed,  *'are  seriously  disturbed  by  the  deci- 
sion," is  a  consideration  which,  in  very  doubtful  cases,  may,  and 
perhaps  should,  have  some  weight  with  judicial  tribunals.  But 
that  the  interests  of  the  public  should  receive  a  more  favorable 
consideration  than  those  of  any  individual,  or  that  the  legal 
rights  of  the  humblest  person  in  the  State  should  be  sacrificed  to 
the  weal  of  the  many,  is  a  doctrine  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will 
never  receive  sanction  from  the  tribunals  of  this  country.  The 
public  is  in  nothing  more  interested  than  in  scrupulously  protect- 
ing each  individual  citizen  in  every  right  guaranteed  to  him  by 
the  law,  and  in  sacrificing  none,  not  even  the  most  trivial,  to 
further  its  own  interests.'  "^ 


21  Pomeroy's  Equitable  Bemedies, 
sec.  531,  but  citing  conflicting  au- 
thorities. 

22  The  work  on  **Equity  Jurisdic- 
tion" was  written  bj^  Professor  Pom- 
eroy, and  after  his  death  his  son 
added  the  two  yolumes  on  "Equitable 
Bemedies." 

23  Spociflcally  in  connection  with 
whether  the  court  could  deny  a  right 
of  a  ripariaxi  owner  out  of  considera- 


tion for  public  interest  asserted  bj  an 
appropriator  claiming  that  no  law  of 
waters  but  appropriation  should  be 
recognized,  a  matter  fully  considered 
elsewhere.  Supra,  sees.  112  et  seq., 
167  et  seq. 

24  Citing  Van  Sickle  v.  Haines,  7 
Nev.  249,  at  259,  14  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
503. 

29  Pomeroy  on  Biparian  Bights, 
BCC.  119. 
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A  California  case  dealing  with  percolating  water  recently  said, 
per  Mr.  Justice  Henshaw:  ^  "We  do  not  set  forth  the  small  quan- 
tity of  the  land  so  irrigated  out  of  the  tract  of  forty  or  fifty 
square  miles  with  any  idea  that  because  the  use  was  little  and 
the  value  small  the  defendant  and  the  inhabitants  of  Corona 
which  it  supplied  should  in  any  way  receive  any  preference,  or 
should  for  such  reason  be  thought  to  have  any  superior  right. 
Such  an  argument  has  no  standing  in  a  court  of  law  and  is  dis- 
tinctly repudiated."^  Another  expression  is:'  "In  a  state  of 
society  the  rights  of  the  individual  must  to  some  extent  be  sacri- 
ficed to  the  rights  of  the  social  body;  but  this  does  not  warrant 
the  forcible  taking  of  property  from  a  man  of  small  means  to 
give  it  to  the  wealthy  man,  on  the  ground  that  the  public  will  be 
indirectly  advantaged  by  the  greater  activity  of  the  capitalist. 
Public  policy,  I  think,  is  more  concerned  in  the  protection  of 
individual  rights  than  in  the  profits  to  inure  to  indivduals  by  the 
invasion  of  those  rights."* 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  the  great  volume  of  decisions  under 
the  "Colorado  doctrine"  that  out  of  public  policy  the  courts  may  - 
deny  the  rights  of  riparian  owners.*  So  there  are  cases  cited  in 
the  next  section  looking  to  hardship  upon  the  public  in  conflicts 
between  mining  and  agriculture.  And  there  are  cases  consider- 
ing comparative  hardship  upon  the  public  in  other  ways ;  such  as 
those  in  a  later  section  denying  injunctions  against  distributers 
of  water  serving  the  public.  And  the  reader  is  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Roosevelt's  position  that  judges  should  decide  according  to  public 
interest. 


1  Newport  v.  Temescal  W.  Co.,  149 
Cal.  531,  87  Pac.  372,  6  L.  B.  A.,  N. 
S.,  1098. 

2  See,  likewise,  Lux  ▼.  Haggin,  69 
Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674.  and  Miller  t. 
Madera  Co.,  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502, 
22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  8.,  391,  refusing  to 
reject  the  rights  of  riparian  owners 
out  of  "public  policy."  But  see  Mr. 
Justice  Henshaw  in  San  Joaquin  Co. 
V.  Fresno  Flume  Co.  (Cal.  1910),  158 
Cal.  626,  112  Pac.  182;  and  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Shaw  in  Katz  v.  Walkinshaw,  141 
Cal.  116,  99  Am.  St.  Rep.  35,  70  Pac. 
663,  74  Pac.  766,  64  L.  R.  A.  236,  ad- 
justing the  law  of  percolating  water  on 
grounds  of  public  policy. 


8  McCleery  v.  Highland  Boy  Gold 
Min.  Co.  (C.  C),  140  Fed.  951. 

*  See,  also,  Sullivan  v.  Jones  & 
Laughlin  Steel  Co.,  208  Pa.  540,  57 
Atl.  1065,  66  L.  R.  A.  712. 

In  Pennington  v.  Brinsop  etc.  Co., 
L.  R.  5  Ch.  D.  769,  injunction  against 
pollution  by  a  colliery  was  granted. 
An  argument  based  on  the  ground 
that  a  large  force  of  colliery  em- 
ployees will  be  thrown  out  of  work, 
considered,  but  held  not  sttch  balance 
of  inconvenience  as  to  be  sufficient  to 
justify  refusal  of  injunction. 

6  Supra,  sees.  112  et  seq.,  167  et 
seq. 
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§  660.    Same— Oonflict  Between  liming  and  Agricoltnre. — 

The  question  has  been  much  mooted  in  the  West  in  conflicts  be- 
tween mining  interests  and  agricultural  interest  upon  streams 
because  of  mining  debris  or  tailings  polluting  the  streams,  and,  as 
such,  involves  two  large  classes  of  the  public,  rather  than  the 
parties  to  the  suit  alone ;  that  is,  the  community  of  laborers,  store- 
keepers and  others  dependent  upon  mining  for  their  occupation, 
and  the  community  lower  down  the  stream  dependent  upon  agri- 
culture.® As  such,  these  cases  involve  the  question  of  balance  of 
hardship  on  the  public  as  well  as  upon  the  defendant  itself. 

The  following  recent  cases  illustrate  the  tendency  of  present 
decisions:''  **A  number  of  eminent  courts  support  the  conten- 
tion of  appellant  that  the  comparative  injury  to  the  parties  in 
granting  or  withholding  relief  must  also  be  considered.®  .... 
It  seems  to  us  that  to  withhold  relief  where  irreparable  injury 
is,  and  will  continue  to  be,  suffered  by  persons  whose  financial 
interests  are  small  in  comparison  to  those  who  wrong  them  is  in- 
consistent with  the  spirit  of  our  jurisprudence.  It  is  in  effect 
saying  to  the  wrongdoer,  *If  your  financial' interests  are  large 
enough  so  that  to  stop  you  will  cause  you  great  loss,  you  are  at 
liberty  to  invade  the  rights  of  your  smaller  and  less  fortunate 
neighbors.'  We  prefer  the  doctrine  adhered  to  by  Judge  Hawley 
in  his  dissenting  opinion  in  Mountain  Copper  Co.  v.  United 
States,*  and  by  Judge  Sawyer  in  Woodruff  v.  North  Bloomfield 
Gravel  Min.  Co.^®  In  the  latter  case,  it  is  said:  *0f  course  great 
interests  should  not  be  overthrown  on  trifling  or  frivolous 
grounds,  as  where  the  maxim  ^^De  minimis  non  curat  !ex"  is  applic- 
able; but  every  substantial,  material  right  of  person  or  property 
is  entitled  to  protection  against  all  the  world.  It  is  by  protecting 
the  most  humble  in  his  small  estate  against  the  encroachments  of 
large  capital  and  large  interests  that  the  poor  man  is  ultimately 
enabled  to  become  a  capitalist  himself.  If  the  smaller  interest 
must  yield  to  the  larger,  all  smaU  property  rights,  and  all  smaller 
and  less  important  enterprises,  industries,  and  pursuits  would 
sooner  or  later  be  absorbed  by  the  larger,  more  powerful  few ;  and 
their  development  to  a  condition  of  great  value  and  importance. 


6  In  this  regard  reference  is  made  8  Citing  McCarthy  v.  Bunker  HiU  fr 
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both  to  the  individual  and  the  public,  would  be  arrested  in  its 
incipiency.*  To  the  same  effect  are  the  remarks  of  Judge  Mar- 
shall in  McCleery  v.  Highland  Boy  Gold  Min.  Co.,*^  wherein  he 
says:  'The  substantial  contention  of  the  defendant  is  that  it  is 
engaged  in  a  business  of  such  extent,  and  involving  such  a  large 
capital,  that  the  value  of  the  plaintiff's  rights  sought  to  be  pro- 
tected is  relatively  small,  and  that  therefore  an  injunction, 
destroying  the  defendant's  business,  would  inflict  a  much  greater 
injury  on  it  than  it  would  confer  benefit  upon  the  plaintiff.  Un- 
der such  circumstances,  it  is  asserted,  courts  of  equity  refuse  to 
protect  legal  rights  by  injunction  and  remit  the  injured  party  to 
the  partial  relief  to  be  obtained  in  actions  at  law.  Stated  in  an- 
other way,  the  claim  in  effect  is  that  one  wrongfully  invading  the 
legal  rights  of  his  neighbor  will  be  permitted  by  a  court  of  equity 
to  continue  the  wrong  indefinitely  on  condition  that  he  invest 
sufiScient  capital  in  the  undertaking.  I  am  unable  to  accede  to 
this  statement  of  the  law.  If  correct,  the  property  of  the  poor  is 
held  by  uncertain  tenure,  and  the  constitutional  provisions  for- 
bidding the  taking  of  property  for  private  use  would  be  of  no 
avail.  As  a  substitute,  it  would  be  declared  that  private  property 
is  held  on  the  condition  that  it  may  be  taken  by  any  person  who 
can  make  a  more  profitable  use  of  it,  provided  that  such  person 
shall  be  answerable  in  damage  to  the  former  owner  for  his 
injury.'  "  In  a  recent  case  the  Idaho  court  refused  to  consider 
that  its  decree  enjoining  the  deposit  of  tailings  in  streams  would 
depopulate  Shoshone  County  and  cause  the  abandonment  of  all 
mining,"  saying:  **It  is  earnestly  urged  by  counsel  for  respond- 
ents that  if  this  court  should  hold  that  there  is  error  in  sustaining 
the  demurrers  to  the  complaints,  or  either  of  them,  it  would  re- 
sult in  'the  depopulation  of  Shoshone  Ck)unty,  the  abandonment 
of  all  mining  and  milling  therein,  and  the  consequent  bankruptcy 
of  the  inhabitants  thereof. '  Deplorable  as  this  might  be,  if  true, 
it  furnishes  no  excuse  for  the  court  to  shirk  its  responsibilities  in 
disposing  of  the  question  before  us  on  the  merits.  The  law  is  no 
respecter  of  persons,  corporations  or  individuals,  and  in  its  crea- 
tion and  enforcement  reaches  out  and  protects  the  lone  settler  in 
his  rights,  let  them  be  ever  so  meager,  as  well  as  the  capitalists, 
the  corporation  or  individual  with  it  or  his  millions The 

n  (C.  C),  140  Fed.  95L  12  Hill   v.    Standart   Min.    Co.,    12 

Idaho,  223,  85  Pac.  908. 
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law  does  not  measure  the  rights  of  litigants  by  the  amount  in- 
volved, nor  the  manner  in  which  it  may  affect  others  not  parties  to 
the  litigation.'*  Reference  may  be  further  made  to  the  ** Debris 
Cases''  in  California,  already  considered.*' 

On  the  other  hand,  this  Idaho  case  quotes  the  following  expres- 
sion from  McCarthy  v.  Bunker  Hill  etc.  Co.**  per  Judge  Beatty: 
''Without  detailing  the  reasons,  such  order  would  mean  the  clos- 
ing of  every  mine  and  mill,  of  every  shop,  store,  or  place  of  busi- 
ness in  the  Coeur  d'Alenes.  There  are  about  twelve  thousand 
people,  the  majority  of  whom  are  laboring  people  dependent  upon 
the  mines  for  their  livelihood ;  not  only  would  their  present  occu- 
pation cease,  but  all  these  people  must  remove  to  other  places, 
for  the  mines  constitute  the  sole  means  of  occupation,  and  when 
they  finally  close,  Wallace  and  Wardner,  Gem  and  Burke  and 
their  surrounding  mountains  will  again  become  the  abode  only 
of  silence  and  wild  fauna.  Any  court  must  hesitate  to  so  act  as 
to  bring  such  results."  The  case  last  quoted  refused  the  injunc- 
tion and  went  to  the  United  States  circuit  court  of  appeals,  where 
the  decision  refusing  the  injunction  was  affirmed,  without  preju- 
dice to  an  action  for  damages,  and  to  a  later  suit  for  injunction 
should  the  damage  suffered  by  plaintiff  sufficiently  increase  over 
that  so  far  actually  inflicted.  The  court  examines  the  decisions 
in  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  and  holds  the  grant- 
ing of  the  specific  remedy  by  injunction  to  be  discretionary  (the 
plaintiff  having  other  less  drastic  remedies) ,  and  that  this  discre- 
tion should  be  exercised  in  the  public  interest  rather  than  against 
it.  The  court  also  says:  ** Furthermore,  where,  as  in  the  present 
case,  it  is  sought  to  enjoin  a  lawful  business,  the  court  should 
give  due  consideration  to  the  comparative  injury  which  will  re- 
sult from  the  granting  or  refusal  of  the  injunction  sought."^* 
There  is  also  a  much-discussed  Pennsylvania  ease  (usually  dis- 
approved, however)  where  injunction  against  pollution  of  a 
stream  by  mine  refuse  was  refused,  partly,  at  least,  upon  the 
ground  of  hardship  upon  the  mining  public.^®    Likewise  it  should 

13  Supra,    "Pollution,"    sees.    527,  259.    See,  also,  Oroville    v.   Indiana 

528.  etc.  Co.  (Cal.  1908),  165  Fed.  550. 

H  (Idaho),  147  Fed.  981  (a  case  of  16  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  v.  Sander- 
pollution  of  a  stream  by  mine  tail-  son,  113  Pa.  126,  57  Am.  St.  Rep.  445, 
ings).  For  the  same  case  on  appeal,  6  Atl.  453.  The  decision  has,  how- 
see  164  Fed.  927,  92  C.  C.  A.  259.  ever,   been    widely   disapproved.     See 

15  McCarthy  v.  Bunker  Hill  etc.  Co.  Young  v.  Bankier  etc.  Co.  (H.  of  L.), 

(Idaho),  164  Fed.  927,  92  C.  C.  A.  [1893]   App.  Cas.  691;   Bearing  etc. 
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be  noted  that  the  recent  Arizona  case  quoted  above"  refused 
the  injunction  because  the  case  did  not  present  suck  a  balance 
of  hardship  on  public  interest  upon  its  facts,  rather  than  that 
it  disputed  the  rule.*'  It  appeared  (and  this  was  the  chief 
reason  for  denying  this  defense)  that  the  shut-down  of  the  great 
mines  involved  would  affect  only  one-third  of  the  mining  plant 
and  would  be  only  temporary,  because  impounding  works  for  the 
debris  might  be  built;  while  as  to  the  public,  the  injury  thereto 
from  the  injunction  was  not  clear,  and  .the  injury  to  a  whole 
irrigation  community  from  a  refusal  was  patent.  The  court  thus 
did  not  deny  the  rule,  but  only  denied  that  the  case  was  such  as 
to  call  for  its  application. 

The  -supreme  court  of  the  United  States  refused  a  writ  of  cer- 
tiorari in  McCarthy  v.  Bunker  Hill  Co.,  supra;  and  in  the  case  of 
New  York  v.  Pine,  considered  in  the  next  section  below,  unequivo- 
cally gave  its  support  to  one  phase  of  the  doctrine  that  hardship 
upon  the  public  may  be  ground  for  refusal  of  equitable  relief. 

Public  policy,  public  interest  or  public  hardship  cannot  deny 
to  any  man  his  rights  so  long  as  our  constitutions  protect  them 
(hence  the  conflict  which  has  waged  about  the  ''Colorado  doc- 
trine'' denying  riparian  rights);  if  public  interest  so  demands, 
the  law  of  eminent  domain,  after  hearing  and  compensation,  is 
open.  But  considering  now  specifically  the  remedy  by  injunction 
— an  equitable  remedy — ^the  writer's  understanding  of  the  matter 
as  a  general  principle  of  equity  is  that  extreme  balance  of  hard- 
ship upon  defendant  or  upon  third  persons,  or  especially  upon  the 
public,  is  properly  ground  for  refusal  of  an  injunction  if  clearly 
showing  that  the  injunction  will  work  more  injustice  than  justice ; 
remembering  that  the  remedy  is  an  extraordinary  one,  discretion- 
ary to  some  degree  with  the  chancellor;  the  refusal  not  barring 
the  right,  and  still  leaving  the  remedy  by  an  action  at  law  for 
damages  (or  by  assessment  of  damages  in  the  equity  suit). 


Co.  ▼.  Anthracite  etc.   Co.,  212    Pa. 

115,  61  Atl.  811;  Bowling  etc.  Co.  v. 
Ruffner,   117   Tenn.    180,   100   8.  W. 

116,  9  L.  R.  A.,  N.  8.,  923,  10  Ann. 
Cas.  581 ;  8traight  t.  Hover,  79  Ohio, 
263,  87  N.  E.  174,  22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  8., 
276;  Teel  v.  Rio  Bravo  etc.  Co.,  47 
Tex.  Civ.  App.  153,  104  8.  W.  420; 
Williams  v.  Haile  Min.  Co.  (8.  C),  66 
8.  E.  117. 

Wftter  Rigbt[h>-4« 


17  Arizona  Copper  Co.  y.  Oillespie 
(Ariz!),  100  Pac.  465. 

18  The  court  said:  ''Counsel  press 
upon  us  the  proposition  that  we  should 
consider  the  comparative  damage  that 
will  be  done  by  granting  or  withhold- 
ing an  injunction  in  this  ease,  alleg- 
ing that  the  effect  of  an  injunction 
will  be  to  stop  the  operation  of  ex- 
tensive works,   deprive  thousands  of 
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§  651.  Same — ^Against  PnbSe  Bervioe  Companies. — ^Where  the 
public  interest  is  represented  by  a  public  service  company,  defend- 
ant, having  the  power  of  eminent  domain,  an  injunction  may  be 
refused  (upon  tender  of  damages)  because  of  the  public  interest  in 
having  the  operations  of  defendant  continued.  The  leading  water 
case  in  support  of  this  rule  is  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States  in  New  York  v.  Pine,**  where,  after  the  city 
of  New  York  had  built  and  was  using  city  waterworks,  a  private 
owner  upon  the  stream  below  two  years  later  sought  to  enjoin 
the  continued  diversion  of  the  water;  and  it  was  held  that  such 
a  long  delay  barred  the  action,  especially  as  the  city  had  ex- 
pended a  vast  sum,  the  work  had  been  completed,  and  the  popula- 
tion were  dependent  thereon;  that  a  court  of  equity,  in  which 
relief  was  sought,  would  not  place  a  man  in  a  position  where  he 
can  enforce  an  extortionate  demand,  having  waited  until  defend- 
ant was  tied  up  with  expensive  works,  and  public  necessity  had 
arisen.  In  a  recent  case  arising  in  California  out  of  the  break 
of  the  Imperial  Canal,  the  United  States  circuit  court  of  appeals 
ruled  that  a  landowner  whose  land  was  flooded  by  the  break  in 
the  canal  was  not  entitled  to  a  decree  against  the  distributing 
company  owning  the  canal  ''of  such  a  positive  and  sweeping 
character  that  it  would  practically  result  in  destroying  all  other 
interests 'in  Imperial  Valley."^ 

The  rule  is  now  well  established  in  California  in  percolating 
water  cases.^*    It  is  stated  as  follows  by  Mr.  Justice  Shaw  in  a 


persons  of  employment,  and  cause  loss 
and  distress  to  other  thousands.  It  is 
undoubtedly  true  that  a  court  should 
exercise  great  care  and  caution  in  act- 
ing where  such  results  are  to  follow." 
The  case  involved  a  conflict  of  inter- 
est between  the  mines  at  Clifton  and 
Morence  and  the  farmers  of  the  upper 
Gila  Valley,  the  farmers  having,  in 
December,  1907,  before  Judge  S.  F. 
Nave,  secured  an  injunction  against 
the  deposit  of  tailing  in  the  San  Fran- 
cisco River,  which  was  affirmed  on 
appeal  in  an  opinion  by  Mr.  Justice 
Campbell. 

10  185  U.  8.  93,  22  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
592,  46  L.  Ed.  820. 

20  The  Salton  Sea  Cases,  172  Fed. 
820,  97  C.  C.  A.  242.  See,  also,  Mc- 
Carthy V.  Bunker  HiU  Co.,  164  Fed. 
927,  92  C.  C.  A.  259;  Miocene  Co.  v. 


Jacobsen  (Alaska),  146  Fed.  680,  77 
C.  C.  A.  106;  Boquillas  Co.  v.  Curtis, 
213  U.  S.  339,  29  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  493, 
53  L.  Ed.  822,  dictum;  Stock  v.  City 
of  Hillsdale,  155  Mich.  375,  119  N.  W. 
435. 

21  Barton  v.  Riverside  W.  Co.,  155 
Cal.  509,  101  Pac.  790,  23  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  331;  Montecito  W.  Co.  v.  Santa 
Barbara,  144  Cal.  578,  77  Pac.  1113; 
Newport  v.  Temescal  W.  Co.,  149  Cal. 
531,  87  Pac.  372,  6  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S., 
1098;  Verdugo  W.  Co.  v.  Verdugo 
(1908),  152  Cal.  655,  93  Pac.  1021. 

See,  also.  Miller  v.  Madera  Co.,  155 
Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22  L.  R.  A.,  N. 
S.,  391.  And  Miller  v.  Bay  Cities  W. 
Co.,  157  Cal.  256,  107  Pac.  115,  both 
recognizing  the  principle,  but  holding^ 
it  inapplicable  to  the  facts  presented. 
See,  also,  Crescent  Canal  Co.  t.  Mont- 
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percolating  water  ease:  ''Where  the  complainant  has  stood  by 
while  the  development  was  made  for  public  use,  and  has  suffered 
it  to  proceed  at  large  expense  to  successful  operation,  having 
reasonable  cause  to  believe  it  would  affect  his  own  water  supply, 
the  injunction  should  be  refused,  and  the  party  left  to  his  action 
for  such  damages  as  he  can  prove.  "^  A  very  recent  case  ha« 
unequivocally  established  this  doctrine  in  California  percolating 
water  cases,  and  is  quoted  at  -  some  length  in  that  connection 
hereafter.^ 

In  California  this  has,  as  yet,  been  applied  only  in  percolat- 
ing water  cases,  the  cases  where  it  was  urged  against  a  riparian 
owner  on  a  stream  having  held  it  inapplicable  upon  the  facts  be- 
cause plaintiff  was  not  chargeable  with  any  unnecessary  delay  in 
bringing  suit  and  because  no  public  use  had  yet  actually  arisen.^  ^ 


gomery,  143  Cal.  252,  76  Pac.  1032, 
65  L.  B.  A.  940;  Logan  v.  Guichard 
(Cal.  1911),  114  Pac.  989;  Stevinaon  v. 
San  Joaquin  etc.  Co.  (Cal.),  March 
20,  1911,  rehearing  granted  April  19, 
1911;  Burr  v.  Maclay  etc.  Co.  (Cal.), 
June  22,  1911. 

22  Katz  V.  Walkinshaw,  141  CaL 
116,  99  Am.  St.  Bep.  35,  70  Pac.  663, 
74  Pac.  766,  64  L.  B.  A.  236.  Citing 
Fresno  etc.  Co.  ▼.  Southern  Pacific 
Co.,  135  Cal.  202,  67  Pac.  773;  South- 
em  Cal.  By.  Co.  v.  Slauson,  138  Cal. 
342,  94  Am.  St.  Bep.  58,  71  Pac.  352, 
which  were  railway  cases. 

In  a  later  California  percolating 
water  case,  where  an  injunction  was 
refused  (chiefly  upon  other  grounds, 
as  to  which  see  infra,  sec.  1051),  Mr. 
Justice  Henshaw  said:  "And,  finally, 
upon  this  proposition  it  may  be  said 
that  where  the  interests  of  the  pubUc 
are  involved  and  the  court  can  arrive 
in  terms  of  mone^  at  the  loss  which 
plaintiff  has  sustained,  an  absolute  in- 
junction should  not  be  granted,  but 
an  injunction  conditional  merely  upon 
the  failure  of  the  defendant  to  make 
good  the  damage  which  results  from 
Its  work.  Such  an  action,  if  success- 
ful, should  be  regarded  in  its  nature 
as  the  reverse  oi  an  action  in  con- 
demnation. The  defendant  in  effect 
would  be  held  to  be  damaging  private 
property  without  just  compensation 
first  made  to  the  owner,  and  failing 
to  do  so,  should  be  enjoined  from 
further  damage."  No\Yport  v.  Tem- 
escal  W.  (^o.,  149  Cal.  531,  87  Pac. 
372,  6  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  1098. 


28  Barton  v.  Biverside  W.  Co.,  155 
Cal.  509,  101  Pac.  790,  23  L.  B.  A., 
N.  S.,  331,  quoted  infra,  sees.  1054, 
1171. 

24  "The  last  point  made  by  appel- 
lant is  in  the  nature  of  an  estoppel  in- 
voked against  the  plaintiff.  It  is  in- 
sisted that  no  relief  by  injunction 
should  be  granted  the  plaintiff;  because 
it  is  claimed  that  plaintiff  knowingly 
Btood  by  while  appellant,  as  a  public 
service  corporation  and  at  great  ex- 
pense and  notoriously  and  publicly, 
constructed  a  large  and  extensive  sys- 
tem of  works  designed  for  the  public 
use,  and  brought  them  to  completion 
before  the  commencement  of  this  ac- 
tion; that  under  this  state  of  alleged 
facts  plaintiff  is  precluded  from  all 
right  to  equitable  relief,  and  its  only 
remedy  is  an  action  at  law  for  dam- 
ages. In  support  of  this  position,  the 
principle  announced  in  that  respect  in 
Katz  v.  Walkinshaw,  141  Cal.  116,  99 
Am.  St.  Bep.  35,  70  Pac.  663,  74  Pac. 
766,  64  L.  B.  A.  236,  and  Newport  v. 
Temescal  Water  Co.,  149  Cal.  531,  87 
Pac.  371,  6  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  1098,  is 
invoked.  The  principle  contended  for 
and  sustained  by  the  cases  cited  and 
others  is  unquestionably  correct." 
But  holds  the  rule  inapplicable  upon 
the  facts  presented  in  that  case,  viz., 
the  riparian  proprietor  for  a  long 
time  did  not  know  the  proposed  con- 
struction, or  the  likelihood  of  damage 
from  the  proposed  use,  and  brought 
suit  as  soon  as  he  knew  such  intention 
and  likelihood  of  damage  and  similar 
facts.    This  case  is  Miller  v.  Madera 
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In  New  York  v.  Pine,^  however,  it  was  applied  against  a  riparian 
owner,  and  there  are  several  recent  Nebraska  eases  in  which  it 
was  also  so  applied.^ 

This  rule  is  based  primarily  upon  the  balance  of  convenience 
in  favor  of  the  public  represented  by  a  public  service  agency 
having  the  power  of  eminent  domain  (avoiding  multiplicity  of 
suits  by  reaching  the  same  result  in  the  injunction  suit  as  in  a 
condemnation  suit),^  and  secondarily  upon  laches  in  seeking  the 
equitable  remedy  after  great  expense  has  been  incurred.  Conse- 
quently where  no  public  necessity  had  yet  arisen,  nor  great  ex- 
pense incurred,  the  injunction  being  promptly  sought,  the  mere 
fact  that  defendant  has  the  power  of  eminent  domain  does  not 
make  the  rule  applicable.^  Likewise,  since  the  rule  does  not  bar 
plaintiff's  right,  but  only  the  equitable  remedy,  it  is  of  no  force 
in  a  claim  for  damages  (which  distinguishes  the  rule  from 
** estoppel,"  which  would  bar  the  right  entirely);*  and  if  the 
injunction  is  refused,  it  should  be  without  prejudice  to  an  action 
for  damages**  (and  probably  such   refusal  of  injunction  merely 


Co.,  155  Gal.  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22  L. 
R.  A.,  N.  8.,  391.  See,  also,  Verdugo 
Co.  V.  Verdugo,  152  Cal.  655,  93  Pac. 
1021 ;  Miller  v.  Bay  City  W.  Co.,  157 
Cal.  256,  107  Pac.  115;  Logan  v. 
Guichard  (Cal.  1911),  114  Pac.  989; 
Stevinson  v.  San  Joaquin  etc.  Co. 
(Cal.),  affirming  injunction  March  20, 
1911,  but  granting  rehearing  April  19, 
1911.. 

25  Supra, 

1  Crawford  Co.  v.  Hathaway,  60 
Neb.  754,  84  N.  W.  271,  61  Neb.  317, 
85  N.  W.  303,  67  Neb.  325,  108  Am. 
St.  Rep.  647,  93  N.  W.  781,  60  L.  R. 
A.,  N.  8.,  889 ;  McCook  Co.  v.  Crewes, 
70  Neb.  115,  102  N.  W.  249;  Cline 
V.  Stock,  71  Neb.  70,  98  N.  W.  454, 
102  N.  W.  265.  These  Nebraska 
cases,  however,  carried  the  rule  too 
far,  we  believe.  The  rule  is  one  of 
equitable  defense  to  an  injunction, 
whereas  these  Nebraska  cases  turned 
it  around  and  allowed  the  wrongdoer 
to  become  the  plaintiff  and  enjoin 
acts  of  the  riparian  owner,  and  quiet 
title  against  the  riparian  owner  with- 
out having  condemned  his  riparian 
right.  There  is  a  difference  between 
denying  equitable  relief  on  the  one 
hand,  and  granting  affirmative  equita- 
ble relief  upon  the  other,  where  a  con- 


stitution prescribes  how  property  is  to 
be  taken  for  public  use.  There  are 
other  objections  to  these  Nebraska 
cases  above  noted.  Supra,  see.  617,  et 
seq. 

2  The  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  in  New  York  v.  Pine,  8upr<i, 
expressly  says  that  if  public  necessity 
has  arisen,  the  rule  is  applicable  even 
if  defendant  does  not  have  the  power 
of  eminent  domain,  adopting  the 
broad  ground  of  balance  of  con- 
venience considered  in  the  previous 
section;  but  it  is  usually  in  public 
service  cases  that  the  rule  is  invoked. 

8  Cases  cited  in  note  24,  just  above. 

In  a  recent  New  Jersey  case  this 
rule  was  recognized  and  discussed,  and 
it  was  said:  "But  the  circumstances 
must  be  exceptional,"  and  it  is  not 
intended  as  a  ^'general  exception  to 
the  ordinary  right  of  injunction  in  all 
cases  of  riparian  rights."  And  re- 
fused to  apply  it  in  the  case  at  bar, 
because  the  defendant  did  not  in  fact 
have  power  of  eminent  domain.  City 
of  Paterson  v.  East  Jersey  W.  Co.,  74 
N.  J.  Eq.  49,  70  Atl.  472. 

*  See  suprOf  sees.  593,  594. 

5  McCarthy  v.  Bunker  Hill  Co.,  164 
Ted.  927,  92  C.  C.  A.  259, 
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for  want  of  equity  would  not  bar  a  subsequent  suit  for  damages 
even  if  not  expressed  to  be  without  prejudiee) ;  or  defendant 
may,  at  his  election,  have  the  damages  assessed  in  the  injunction 
suit.®  And  where  the  State  constitution  guarantees  a  jury  trial 
in  taking  property  for  public  use/  the  defendant  has  a  right  to 
a  jury  to  assess  damages,  whatever  the  forum  may  be  in  which 
they  are  determined.®  And  furthermore,  all  these  cases  recog- 
nize that  if  defendant  refuses  to  pay  the  damages  after  they  are 
assessed,  the  injunction  will  then  lie  under  the  constitutional 
provision  that  property  cannot  be  taken  or  damaged  for  public 
use  without  compensation.® 

Although  the  rule  seems  in  some  way  a  little  hard  to  reconcile 
with  the  constitutional  provisions  guaranteeing  a  certain  pro- 
cedure before  taking  property  for  public  use  (in  that  these  cases 
arise  after  the  property  is  already  taken),  yet  the  decisions  hAve 
now  well  established  the  rule,  and  it  supports  our  conclusion  in 
the  previous  section  that  balance  of  convenience  favoring  the  pub- 
lie  may  (a  matter  discretionary  with  the  chancellor)  properly  be 
a  ground  for  refusing  equitable  as  distinguished  from  legal  relief 

(3d  ed.) 

§  862.  Prelimixiary  Injunctioxui. — As  to  preliminary  injunc- 
tions, it  has  been  said  concerning  percolating  water:  ^®  '^In  cases 
involving  any  class  of  rights  in  such  waters,  preliminary  injunc- 
tions must  be  granted,  if  at  all,  only  upon  the  clearest  showing 
that  there  is  imminent  danger  of  irreparable  and  substantial 
injury,  and  that  the  diversion  complained  of  is  the  real  cause.'' 
And  in  a  case  involving  surface  streams:  '^ Bights  to  the  use  of 
water  for  the  purposes  of  irrigation  are  of  that  supreme  import- 
ance to  all  entitled  to  take  water  from  a  common  source  of  sup- 
ply that  a  court  to  which  an  application  is  made  for  an  inter- 
locutory writ  affecting  such  rights  should  exercise  great  care  in 
granting  it  ex  parte.^'^^ 

•  New  York  v.  Pine,  supra,  that  no  preliminary  injunction  should 

T  See  Cal.  Const.,  art.  1,  sec.  14.  ^e  granted  without  notice,  and   that 

8  New  York  v    Pine   suvra  temporary  restraining  orders  must  be 

»  JNew  xorK  V.  rme,  supra,  returnable  on  an  order  to  show  cause 

»  E.  g.,  Cal.  Const.,  art.  1,  sec.  14.  within  ten  days,  etc.     Cal.  Code  Civ. 

10  Katz   y.   Walkinshaw,    141    Cal.  Proc,  sec.  527,  as  amended  by  Utats. 

116,  99  Am.  St.  Rep.  35,  70  Pac.  663,  1911,  c.  42. 

74  Pac.  766,  64  L.  R.  A.  236.     In  1911  n  McLean    v.    Farmers'    etc.     Co. 

the  legislature  enacted  in  California  (1909),  44  Colo.  184,  98  Pac.  16. 
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At  the  same  time,  it  rests  much  in  the  discretion  of  the  trial 
court,  and,  if  granted,  will  not  be  overthrown  on  appeal  merely 
because  of  conflict  of  evidence;  for  **The  granting  or  denial  of 
a  preliminary  injunction  does  not  amount  to  an  adjudication  of 
the  ultimate  rights  in  controversy.  It  merely  determines  that 
the  court,  balancing  the  respective  equities  of  the  parties,  con- 
cludes that,  pending  a  trial  on  the  merits,  the  defendant  should 
or  that  he  should  not  be  restrained  from  exercising  the  rights 
claimed  by  him.  When  the  cause  is  finally  tried,  it  may  be  found 
that  the  facts  require  a  decision  against  the  party  prevailing  on 
the  preliminary  application,*'*^  All  questions  decided  on  a 
motion  for  a  preliminary  injunction  are  open  for  review  on  th*» 
final  hearing,  but  the  prior  decision  should  be  adhered  to  unless 
additional  facts  appear  which  require  its  modification  or  reversal, 
or  it  elearly  appears  that  an  error  was  committed." 

(3d  ed.) 

§  653.  Injunction  (Conclusion). — ^As  a  short  statement  of  the 
equitable  jurisdiction  to  enjoin,  we  quote  the  following  from  an 
opinion  by  Judge  Field  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States : 

**But  whether,  upon  a  petition  or  bill  asserting  that  his  rights 
have  been  invaded,  a  court  of  equity  will  interfere  to  restrain  the 
acts  of  the  party  complained  of,  will  depend  upon  the  character 
and  extent  of  the  injury  alleged;  whether  it  be  irremediable  in 
ite  nature;  whether  an  action  at  law  would  afford  adequate 
remedy ;  whether  the  parties  are  able  to  respond  for  the  damages 
resulting  from  the  injury,  and  other  considerations  which  ordi- 
narily govern  a  court  of  equity  in  the  exercise  of  its  preventive 
process  of  injunction."** 


D.     OTHER  EQUITABLE  REMEDIES. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  654.  Bills  to  Quiet  Title,  SettUng  Bights,  and  Allied  Bills.— 
Many  suits  have  been  allowed  to  quiet  title  to  water-rights,  as  to 

12  Miller  v.  Madera  Co.  (1909),  155  ing  water,  before  a  final  determination 
Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502.  could  be  had. 

13  Rodgers  v.  Pitt  (C.  C.  Nev.),  129  W  Atchison  v.  Peterson,  87  U.  S. 
Fed.  932.  An  instance  where  prelim-  507,  22  L.  Ed.  414,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
inarj  injunction  lies  is  Hagerman  Co.  583.  A  somewhat  extensive  statutory 
V.  McMurray  (N.  M.),  113  Pac.  823,  regulation  of  injunctions  appears  in 
where  the  act  restrained  would  have  Wyo.  Stats.  1907,  p.  138,  sec.  21, 
ruined  plaintiff's  business  of  distribut-  et  alia. 
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other  property.^'  In  Katz  v.  Walkinahaw**  it  was  said  that  a 
suit  will  lie  by  a  landowner  to  have  his  right  to  percolating  water 
declared  against  the  appropriators,  though  he  has  sunk  no  well, 
or  otherwise  made  use  of  it ;  and  that  was  made  matter  for  further 
consideration  when  the  case  later  actually  arose,  and  the  decision 
made  accordingly  and  the  rule  very  clearly  applied." 

If  there  are  several  appropriators  or  other  claimants  on  the 
same  stream,  a  suit  may  be  brought  to  have  the  rights  of  all 
settled  and  determined.  In  such  a  case  all  parties  on  the  stream 
must  be  brought  into  court.^^  (In  Arizona,  at  the  instance  of  the 
United  States  Reclamation  Service  a  friendly  suit  to  settle  rights  in 
the  Salt  River  Valley  involved  four  thousand  eight  hundred  water 
users  as  defendants.)  ^^  The  court  must  then  make  a  specific  finding 
of  the  amount  to  which  each  is  entitled,^  definite  in  time  and 
amount.^^    Defendant  may  file  a  cross-bill.^ 

''No  subject  is,  perhaps,  so  prolific  of  controversies  as  the  use 
of  water  by  different  claimants  for  irrigation  purposes,  and  a 
decree  concerning  it  should  be  as  certain  as  the  language  can 
make  it."^  This  apportionment  may  be  in  time  as  well  as 
amount,  giving  each  the  use  of  the  whole  for  so  many  days  or 
hours  where  there  are  appropriations  originally  based  on  time; 
that  is,  ** periodical  appropriations.*'^*  In  making  the  appor- 
tionment, the  court  must  confine  itself  to  a  declaration  of  pre- 
existing rights,  not  the  creation  of  new  ones;  and  if  a  stream 
becomes,  from  natural  causes,  insufficient  for  all  claimants,  prior 
appropriators  must  be  given  their  full  amount  at  all  times  in  their 


16  E.  g.,  Peregoy  v.  Sellick,  79  Cal. 
568,  21  Pac.  966 ;  Senior  v.  Anderson, 
130  Cal.  29,  62  Pac.  563;  Kimball  v. 
Northern  etc.  Co.,  42  Colo.  412,  94 
Pac.  333. 

i«  141  Cal.  116,  99  Am.  St.  Rep. 
35,  70  Pac.  663,  74  Pac.  766,  64  L. 
U.  A.  236. 

n  Infra,  sees.  1053,  1156. 

18  Supra,  sec.  625  et  seq. 

1*  Hurley  v.  Abbott. 

20  Lakeside  etc.  Co.  t.  Crane,  80 
Cal.  181,  22  Pac.  76. 

21  Duckworth  v.  Watsonville  etc. 
Co.,  150  Cal.  520,  89  Pac.  338.  See 
Same  v.  Same,  158  Cal.  206,  110  Pac. 
927. 

22  See  Rickey  etc.  Co.  v.  Wood,  152 
Fed.  22,  81  C.  C.  A.  218;  Ames  etc. 


Co.  V.  Big  Indian  etc.  Co..  146  Fed. 
166. 

23  Authors  V.  Bryant,  22  Nev.  242, 
88  Pac.  439. 

24  Santa  Paula  Water  Co.  v.  Peralta, 
113  Cal.  38,  45  Pac.  168;  Rodgers  v. 
Pitt,  129  Fed.  932;  Union  etc.  Co.  t. 
Dangberg,  81  Fed.  73 ;  Craig  v.  Craf- 
ton  etc.  Co.,  141  Cal.  178,  74  Pac.  762. 
In  general,  see,  also,  Frey  v.  Low- 
den,  70  Cal.  550,  11  Pac.  838;  Stein- 
berg V.  Meyer,  130  Cal.  156,  62  Pac. 
483;  Bledsoe  v.  Decrow,  132  Cal.  312, 
64  Pac.  397;  Rose  v.  Mesmer,  142 
Cal.  322,  75  Pac.  905;  Suisun  v.  De 
Frietas,  142  Cal.  350,  75  Pac.  1092; 
Miller  v.  Thompson,  139  Cal.  643,  73 
Pac.  583.  See  supra,  sec.  305,  regard- 
ing periodical  appropriations. 
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proper  order  in  preference  to  later  claimants.^  In  Union  Min. 
Co.  y.  Dangberg^  Judge  Hawley,  nevertheless,  held  that  the 
deficiency  could  be  apportioned  among  appropriators  by  periods 
of  time  as  though  their  rights  were  correlative  as  at  common  law. 
This  is  a  modification  of  the  doctrine  of  priority,  whereby  the 
prior  appropriator  had  a  paramount  exclusive  right  at  aU  times. 
It  was  followed  in  Anderson  v.  Bassman,'  and  represents  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  law  of  appropriation  upon  lines  already  considered.^ 

An  action  to  quiet  title  to  a  water-right,  being  real  estate,  can- 
not be  brought  by  an  administrator.^  The  Utah  court  will  not 
quiet  title  to  Idaho  claims  on  a  stream,  though  it  flows  into 
Utah.* 

A  court  of  equity  has  jurisdiction  of  an  action  to  quiet  title  to 
an  irrigation  ditch  over  the  land  of  another  and  for  an  injunc- 
tion restraining  the  latter  from  interfering  with  the  ditch  and 
the  right  of  way  therefor,  and  the  court  should  administer  com- 
plete relief,  to  the  end  that  the  adverse  claim  of  defendant,  if 
found  to  be  invalid,  may  be  annulled,  and  that  plaintiff  may  be 
relieved  from  the  annoyance  of  the  claim  and  of  the  assertion 
thereof  in  the  future  by  defendant.* 

A  mutual  company  formed  to  distribute  water  exclusively  to  its 
stockholders  may  maintain  an  action  to  quiet  title  against  an 
upper  diverter.'' 

A  decree  may  be  rendered  refusing  injunction,  but  declaring  a 
right  in  plaintiff.  This  cannot  be  in  rem,  except  by  statute,  but 
will  be  phrased  in  personam,  enjoining  defendant  from  claiming 
any  right  hostile  to  that  declared  in  plaintiff;  in  effect,  a  decree 
quieting  title.® 

In  settling  the  rights  of  carriers  the  court  may  examine  the 
requirements  of  their  consumers  and  apportion  the  supply  be- 
tween the  carriers  upon  the  basb  of  the  consumers'  requirements.^ 


26  See  Riverside  etc.  Go.  v.  Sargent, 
112  Cal.  230,  44  Pac.  560.  See  supra, 
sec.  302  et  seq. ;  infra,  sees.  751,  1343, 

1  81  Ted.  73. 

2  140  Fed.  14. 

8  Supra,  sec.  310  et  seq. 

4  Travelers'  Ins.  Co.  v.  Childs,  25 
Colo.  360,  54  Pac.  1020. 

5  Conant  v.  Deep  Creek  Co.,  23 
Utah,  627,  90  Am.  St.  Rep.  721,  66 
Pac.  188;  Willej  v.  Decker,  11  Wyo. 
496,  100  Am.  St.  Rep.  939,  73  Pac. 
210.  See  ante,  see.  340  et  seq.,  in- 
terstate streams. 


6  Cottonwood  D.  Co.  v.  Thorn 
(1909),  39  Mont.  115,  101  Pac.  825, 
affirmed  in  104  Pac.  281. 

T  Arroyo  D.  Co.  v.  Baldwin  (1909), 
155  Cal.  280,  100  Pac.  874. 

8  Burr  V.  Maday  R.  Co.,  154  Cal. 
428,  98  Pac.  260.  See  infra,  sees. 
802,  831,  1053,  1138,  1156,  declara- 
tory decree. 

9  Montezuma  Canal  Co.  v.  Smith- 
ville  Canal  Co.  (Ariz.),  89  Pac.  512; 
affirmed  in  218  U.  S.  371,  31  Sup.  Ct. 
Bep.  67,  54  L.  Ed.  1074. 
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Actual  present  damage  is  not  necessary  in  actions  to  quiet  title, 
settle  rights,  or  bills  quia  iifnei  generally.  As  was  said  in  Ore- 
gon: ^'It  may  be  regarded  as  well  settled  in  this  State  that  it  is 
only  necessary  to  maintenance  of  suits  of  this  character,  either 
that  it  appear  the  defendants  claim  adversely  to  the  moving  party, 
or,  if  not  asserting  a  hostile  claim,  that  those  made  defendants 
are  necessary  to  a  complete  determination  of  the  controversy."  ^^ 

An  irrigation  district  cannot  sue  to  determine  the  rights  of 
landowners  in  the  distribution  of  water.^^ 

Procedure  for  settling  rights  forms  an  important  part  of  the 
recent  legislation,  as  hereafter  set  forth.^  "It  is  manifest  from 
a  careful  examination  of  our  statutes  and  from  the  repeated 
decisions  of  our  courts  that  our  proceeding,  if  not  technically  one 
to  quiet  title,  is  quite  analogous  thereto."^'  Such  a  special  pro- 
ceeding is  exclusive  of  technical  actions  to  quiet  title.^^  But  the 
same  court  recently  also  held:^^  ''By  the  constitution,  the  dis- 
trict courts  of  this  State  are  courts  of  general  jurisdiction,  both 
in  law  and  in  equity.  By  virtue  of  the  authority  thus  conferred, 
su<sh  courts,  independent  of  statutes,  have  jurisdiction  in  matters 
pertaining  to  the  adjustment  of  water-rights  for  the  purposes  of 
irrigation."  *• 

Proceedings  for  settling  rights  of  tenants  in  common  inter  se 
have  already  been  discussed.^'' 

(3d  ed.) 

§  656.  Spedfie  Performance  and  Allied  Hatters. — ^A  parol  sale 
of  a  water-right  by  appropriation  receives  special  treatment,  as 
elsewhere  discussed.  Nevertheless  equity  will  give  specific  per- 
formance of  parol  agreements  where  part  performance  has  taken 
the  case  out  of  the  statute  of  frauds;  and  will  give  irrevocable 
effect  to  parol  licenses  that  were  intended  permanent  and  have 
been  executed.  This  matter  of  parol  sales  and  licenses  is  consid- 
ered in  another  place.*® 

10  Whited  V.  Gavin  (Or.),  105  Pac.  W  ParmerB'  etc.  Co.  v.  Bio  Grande 
396.    8%pra,  see.  642.                                 etc.  Co.,  37  Colo.  512,  86  Pac.  1042. 

11  Little  WaUa  Walla  Irr.  DUt.  ▼.      ^  i«  Citing    Broadmoor     D.     Co.    y. 

Preston,  46  Or.  5,  78  Pac.  982.  ^I^^^^l^'  t  ^'  S?''^i  ^°^  xt  ^^b 

i«  7-i*^    !>«•♦  VT  52  Pac.  792.     See  Kimball  v.  North- 

1-  infra,  I'art  Vl.  ^^  j^  q^  ^  42  q^^^  ^^g,  94  Pac.  333, 

18  Crippen  V.  X.  Y.  Z.  Ditch  Co.,  also  holding  that  action  to  quiet  title 
32  Colo.  447,  76  Pac.  797.  li^g. 

14  Fluke  T.  Ford,  35  Colo.  112,  84  n  Supra,  sees.  320,  321. 

Pac.  469.  IS  Supra,  lee.  555  et  seq. 
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In  enforcing  agreements  in  equity  upon  the  principles  of  specific 
performance,  another  question  may  arise  when  the  agreement  is 
one  with  a  water-supply  company.  So  far  as  such  agreements 
are  primarily  for  service,  it  is  questionable  whether  specific  per- 
formance can  be  ordered  in  view  of  the  asserted  rule  that  equity 
cannot  order  specific  performance  of  contracts  for  continual 
service.  But  the  supply  contract  is  sometimes  regarded  as  con- 
veying an  incorporeal  hereditament,  a  water-right,  rather  than  a 
service  right,^^  and  the  tendency  is  to  decree  specific  perform- 
ance.'^ 

E.     MISCELLANEOUS  REMEDIES. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  666.  Actions  at  Law. — ^Though  every  injury  to  a  water- 
right  is  not  a  case  for  an  injunction,  it  does  give  a  right  to  recover 
money  damages  at  law,  being  in  the  nature  of  a  nuisance.^^  In  a 
suit  for  damages,  the  damage  must  not  be  alleged  as  for  the  value 
of  water  at  so  much  per  inch  or  gallon,  but  for  the  damage  to 

plaintiff's  undertaking,  consequent  to  the  loss  of  the  use  of  the 
water.22 

Ejectment  will  not  lie  for  a  watercourse,  for  *'non  moraturg 
but  is  ever  flowing."^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  667.    Abatement  of  Nuisance  by  Act  of  Party— Use  of  Force. 

The  remedy  nearest  at  hand  is,  usually,  a  show  of  ph3risical  force 
on  the  part  of  the  owner ;  and  this  is  quite  proper  if  not  overdone. 
Reasonable  physical  force  may  always  be  used  to  put  trespassers 
off  one 's  property.  In  one  case  ^  the  court  says  this  extends  to 
a  *^molUter  manus  imposuit,**  which,  translated  from  the  Latin, 
may  be  taken,  *'A  gentle  use  of  one's  fists."  In  the  following 
case  trespassers  entered  upon  another's  land  to  build  a  ditch  and 


i»  InfrOf  sec.  1315  et  seq.;  espe- 
cially sees.  1324,  1338. 

20  Pemne  v.  San  Jacinto  etc.  Co., 
4  Cal.  App.  376,  88  Pac.  293  (dic- 
tum) ;  Hunt  V.  Jones,  149  Cal.  297,  86 
Pac.  688 ;  Clyne  v.  Benicia  Water  Co., 
100  Cal.  310,  34  Pac.  714.  Cf.  Stan- 
islaus W.  Co.  V.  Bachman  (1907),  152 
Cal.  716,  93  Pac.  858,  15  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  359 ;  Pomeroy's  Equitable  Rem- 
edies, sec.  761.  Compare  Jersey  City 
T.  Flynn,  74  N.  J.  Eq.  104,  70  Atl. 
497;  Leavitt  v.  Lassen  Irr.  Co.,  157 
Cal.  82,  106  Pac.  404. 


21  Parke  ▼.  Kilham,  8  Cal.  77,  68 
Am.  Dec.  310,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  522; 
Tuolumne  etc.  Co.  v.  Chapman,  8  Cal. 
392,  11  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  34;  McCarthy 
V.  Gaston  etc.  Co.,  144  Cal.  542,  78 
Pac.  7. 

22  Parks  etc.  Co.  v.  Hoyt,  57  Cal. 
44. 

23  Challenor  v.  Thomas,  Yelv.  143; 
Shury  v.  Piggot,  Poph.  169. 

24  Mechanics*  Foundry  v.  RyaU,  75 
Oal.  601,  17  Pac.  703. 
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interfere  with  water-rights  and  were  driven  off;  whereupon  they 
brought  suit.  The  court  says:  ''One  of  the  grievances  of  which 
the  plaintiffs  complain  is  that  they  were  ejected  from  the  posses- 
sion of  certain  ground  occupied  by  them  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
structing, a  dam  and  ditch.  The  object  was  to  divert  the  water 
away  from  the  defendants,  and  we  think  the  plaintiffs  have  no  . 
right  to  complain  of  the  means  adopted  to  defeat  this  object.  As 
against  the  defendants  the  diversion  would  have,  been  illegal,  and 
we  regard  their  action  in  the  premises  as  a  proper  and  legitimate 
mode  of  averting  the  injurious  consequences."^ 

One  may  go  upon  another's  land  to  remove  obstructions  placed 
there  without  being  held  liable  in  trespass,^  or  to  clean  out  or. 
repair  the  ditch.'  The  subsequent  appropriators  may  require  the 
prior  one  to  keep  up  his  dam,  or  may  themselves  maintain  the 
dam  as  they  found  it  at  the  time  of  their  location.^  The  land- 
owner may  take  away  &nd  remove  material  brought  on  his  land 
by  a  ditch  owner  to  erect  a  saloon  beside  the  ditch.^ 

In  a  recent  case^  it  is  said:  ''It  is  clear  from  these  authorities 
that  one  who  is  in  possession  of  real  property  without  right  can- 
not maintain  an  action  of  trespass  on  his  person — assault  and 
battery — against  the  owner  of  the  property,  having  a  right  to 
its  possession,  or  against  those,  acting  at  his  instance  or  in  his 
behalf,  who  make  a  forcible  entry  thereon  to  dispossess  him, 
where  no  more  force  than  is  necessary  is  used  to  make  the  entry 
effective.''  Adding  that  if  the  trespasser  is  armed,  it  may  (a 
question  of  fact)  be  reasonable  for  the  owner  to  enter  armed  to 
dispossess  him. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  658.  Grimes. — ^Even  aside  from  statute,  it  is  larceny  to  take 
water  out  of  a  receptacle  in  which  it  is  confined  and  reduced  to 
possession,  as  water  in  artificial  waterworks,  so  far  as  it  is 
private  property,  is  personal  property,  and  the  subject  of  larceny 
at  common  law.*    "One  may  put  the  case,  for  example,  where  I 

25  Butte  etc.  Co.  v.  Morgan,  19  Cal.  *  Whitmore  v.  Pleasant  Valley  etc. 

609,  at  616,  4  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  583.  Co.,  27  Utah,  284,  75  Pac.  748. 

See,  also,  McCarty  v.  Fremont,  23  Cal.  6  Walker  v.   Chanslor   (1908),   153 

196.  Cal.  118,  126  Am.  St.  Bep.  61,  94  Pac. 

1  Ennor  v.  Baine,  27  Nev.  178,  74  606,  17  L.  E.  A.,  N.  S.,  455. 

Pac.  1.  ^  Supra,   sees.   35,  36;    Ferens    v. 

2  Carson  v.  Genter,  33  Or.  513,  52  O'Brien,  11  Q.  B.  D.  21.  See  Dolan 
Pac.  506,  43  L.  B.  A.  130.  v.  State  (Tex.  Wv.  App.),  129  S.  W. 

8  Lobdell  V.  Simpson,  2  Nev.  274,       840. 
90  Am.  Dec.  537. 
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go  to  dip  water  from  a  river.  I  acquire  the  ownership  of  th(» 
water  which  I  have  taken,  and  with  which  I  have  filled  my 
pitcher,  by  title  of  occupancy,  for  this  water,  being  a  thing  which 
belonged  to  no  person,  to  which  no  person  had  any  exclusive 
right  whatever,  I  have  been  able,  on  taking  it  into  my  pyossession, 
to  acquire  the  ownership  of  it  jure  occupatiorUs.  That  is  why,  in 
case  on  returning  from  the  river,  I  have,  for  some  purpose,  left 
my  pitcher  standing  on  the  road,  with  the  intention  of  return- 
ing later  to  fetch  it  where  I  left  it,  ^".  in  the  meantime,  a  passer- 
by, having  found  my  pitcher,  proceeds  (to  save  himself  the 
trouble  of  going  to  the  river)  to  pour  into  his  pitcher  the  water 
that  was  in  mine,  he  has  committed  against  me  an  actual  theft 
of  that  water,  which  water  was  a  thing  of  which  I  was  actually 
the  proprietor,  and  of  which  I  retained  the  possession  through 
the  intention  I  had  of  returning  for  it  at  the  place  where  I  left 
it.  Note  that  the  flow  of  the  body  of  the  stream  must  not  be 
confounded  with  the  running  water  itself,  which  is  designated 
aqua  profluens.*^''  In  California  this  principle  is  enacted  in  the 
Penal  Gode,^  providing  that  stealing  water  from  a  canal,  ditch, 
flume,  pipe,  reservoir  or  other  conduit  is  a  misdemeanor. 

Disturbing  any  gate  or  other  apparatus  for  the  control  or 
measurement  of  water,  without  authority  of  the  owner  or  man- 
ager and  with  intent  to  defraud  is  usually,  by  statute,  a  mis- 
demeanor.^ In  practice,  convictions  under  these  sections  are 
difficult  to  obtain.  The  Modesto  irrigation  district  in  California, 
during  the  year  1909,  brought  several  prosecutions  against  land- 
owners who  were  accused  by  the  officials  of  taking  water  out  of 
their  turn  when  ordered  not  to  do  so  by  the  ditch-tender  of  the 
district.  It  took  long  to  get  a  jury,  as  the  ranchers  seemed  to 
sympathize  with  the  defendants;  charges  of  unfairness  were 
made  against  the  officials;  and  the  verdicts  finally  resulted  in 
acquittals. 

Some  other  crimes  under  the  California  statutes  peculiar  to 
this  subject  are  poisoning  water  of  any  spring,  well  or  reser- 
voir.^^ An  example  of  this  is  herding  a  band  of  sheep  daily 
to  a  stream  which  they  defile.^^    Maintaining  appliances  injurious 

7  Pothier,  Droit  de  Propriety,  opp.  lo  A    state's    prison    offense.     CaL 
torn.  8,  p.  149.                                              Pen.  Code,  sec.  347;   Stats.   1907,  e. 

8  Sees.   499    and     502.     See,    also,      492;  Stats.  1911,  c.  339. 

Neb.  Comp.  Stats.  1903,  sec.  6458.  n  People   v.  Borda^   105  CaL  636, 

»  Cal.  Pen.  Code,  sees.  592,  607.  38  Pac.  1110. 
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to  fish  is  a  misdemeanor.^  Wasting  artesian  well  water  is  a 
crime.*' 

These  crimes  do  not  exclude  the  equitable  jurisdiction  to 
restrain  the  same  acts  as  nuisances  in 'a  civil  suit.*^ 

Under  the  recent  water  codes  of  the  arid  States  there  are 
many  criminal  provisions  in  the  nature  of  police  regulations; 
such  as  diverting  water  without  a  permit  from  the  State  Engi- 
neer, waste  of  water,  interference  with  headgates  or  measuring 
devices,  or  obstruction  of  officials  in  their  work.**  A  common 
provision  is  that  ''the  possession  or  use  of  water  when  the  same 
shall  have  been  lawfully  denied  by  the  water  commissioner  or 
other  competent  authority  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  the 
guilt  of  the  person  using  it."  *•  Pollution  of  water  to  the  danger 
of  health  is  also  usually  a  crime.*''  In  Colorado,  for  a  public- 
service  water  company  to  exact  a  bonus  is  a  crime.*' 


12  Pen.  Code,  629. 

15  Cal.  Stats.  1907,  p.  122,  see.  5. 

14  People  ▼.  Truckee  Lumber  Co., 
116  Cal.  397,  58  Am.  St.  Bep.  183, 
48  Pac.  374^9  L.  B.  A.  581;  Spring 
VaUey  etc.  Works  y.  Fifield,  136  Cal. 
14,  68  Pac.  108;  Arizona  Copper  Co. 
▼.  QiUespie  (Ariz.),  100  Pac.  465. 

16  For  example: 

Colorado, — Rev.  Stats.  1908,  sees. 
1817,  3178,  3179,.  3239,  3240,  3495  et 
seq.,  3497  et  seq.,  and  the  following 
sections  of  the  fievised  Statutes  of 
1908:  Water  commissioner  (section 
1723) ;  Failure  to  cover  ditch  (section 
3243) ;  Polluting  stream  (section 
1817) ;  Allowing  water  to  waste  (sec- 
tion 3240) ;  Trees  which  conserve  the 
snow  (section  2626). 

Idaho.— St&ts,  1903,  p.  223,  sec.  26; 
Stats.  1907,  p.  237. 

Nebraska, — Comp.  Laws  1903,  sees. 
6407,  6443,  6445,  6458. 

Nevada. — Comp.  Laws  1900,  sees. 
430-434,  4879,  4881;  Stats.  1903,  p. 
214;  Stats.  1903,  p.  18,  sec.  20; 
Stats.  1907,  p.  30,  sees.  16,  26,  27,  30; 
Stats.  1907,  p.  104;  Stats.  1909,  p. 
48.  Failure  of  claimant  to  file  state- 
ment for  adjudication  of  rights  is  de- 
clared a  crime.  Stats.  1907,  p.  30, 
sec.  16. 

New  Iffxtoo.— Stats.  1907,  p.  71, 
sees.  46-48,  50,  67. 


North  Dakota.— QtAtB.  1905,  p.  274, 
sees.  28,  43,  52-54,  57. 

Oregon — Laws  1909,  e.  216,  sees. 
43-45,  66. 

South  Dakota.— QtAtB.  1905,  p.  201, 
sees.  28,  49,  54;  Stats.  1907,  o.  180. 

Utah. — Stats.  1907,  p.  57,  sees.  55, 
64. 

Washington. — Pierce's  Code,  sees. 
1908,  5834,  5837,  5872,  5901;   Stats. 

1907,  p.  285.  It  is  a  crime  in  Wash- 
ington to  cause  any  aperture  in  a 
structure  erected  to  conduct  waters 
for  agricultural  purposes.  State  ▼. 
Tiflfany  (Wash.),  87  Pac.  932. 

Wyoming. — ^Bev.  Stats.,  sees.  917, 
918,  924  et  seq.,  971;  Stats.  1901, 
e.  86,  pp.  95,  99;  Stats.  1907,  p.  138, 
sees.  13-15;  Stats.  1907,  c.  86. 

This  list  is  not  complete.  See  stat- 
utes infra,  Part  VIIL 

i«  E.     g.,    Colorado.— Bay.     Stats. 

1908,  sec.  3497;  Laws  1901,  p.  196. 
Oregon. — ^Laws  1909,  c.  216,  sec.  66. 
Wyoming. — Laws  1901,  c.  66.  Cali- 
fornia.— ^Laws  1911,  c.  406,  sec.  6. 

In  Lindsley  v.  Natural  Carbonic  etc. 
Co.  (1911),  31  U.  a  Sup.  Ct.  Bep. 
337,  such  clause  is  held  constitutional. 

17  E.  g.,  Colo.  Bey.  Stats.  1908,  sec. 
1817. 

18  Colo.  Stats,  infra,  sec.  1433.  See 
Northern  Irr.  Co.  v.  Bichards,  22  Colo. 
456,  45  Pac.  423,  and  cases  cited  infra, 
sec.  1280. 


§§  659^65.     (Blank  numbers.) 


PAET  IV. 

THE  COMMON  LAW  OF  RIPABIAN  RIGHTS. 


CHAPTER  28. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

§  666.    Appropriation  and  the  common  law. 

8  667.     Ancient  posseseion — The  maxim  "AqtM  currii/* 
S  668.    Prior  poseession  even  if  not  ancient. 

i  669.  Priority  of  appropriation  enforced, 

i  670.  Priority  finaUy  displaced  by  equality* 

9  671.  Same. 
9  672.  Same. 

9  673.    Biparian  rights  under  the  California  doctrine, 

9  674.     Conclusion. 

99  675-683.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(3d  ed.) 

§  66d.  Appropriation  and  the  Common  Law.— Up  to  recent 
times,  the  English  decisions  were  devoted  consistently  to  pro- 
tection of  long-standing  enjo3anent  of  the  water  of  a  stream. 
The  earliest  cases  usually  presented  a  condition  where  one  had 
from  time  immemorial  used  the  water  for  a  mill  or  for  watering 
cattle,  or  for  irrigating  a  meadow  in  time  of  drought,*  and  another 
wholly  stopped  the  stream  or  diverted  it  elsewhere  and  left 
plaintiff's  mill  or  land  dry  and  helpless,  whereupon  the  courts 
acted  to  protect  the  former's  ancient  enjoyment.  In  the  Year 
Books  several  such  cases  appear,^  giving  only  the  results  of  the 
assizes,  however  (that  the  diversion  from  plaintiff  was  allowed 
or  denied,  being  usually  denied),  but  without  any  discussion. 


1  E.  g.,  Year  Book  XII,  Edward  III 
(A.  D.  1331,  Horwood's  edition,  p. 
464),  where  James  diverted  the  course 
of  a  certain  stream  of  water  from 
T.,  the  latter  complains  that  water 
was  wont  to  flow  from  a  spring  to  his 
meadow  "with  which  water  he  was 
wont  to  water  his  cattle,  namely, 
horses,  sheep  and  cows,  and  also  to 
fish  therein  and  brew  therewith,  and 


irrigate  [adaqiiare]  the  aforesaid 
meadow  in  time  of  drought,  and  do 
other  needful  things  therewith,"  and 
that  after  the  diversion  he  specifies 
heavy  damage,  and  it  was  ordered 
"that  the  said  nuisance  be  abated  and 
that  the  said  water  be  turned  into  its 
former  course  at  the  expense  of  the 
said  J." 
2  See  Woolrych  on  Waters,  p.  177. 


(735) 
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(3d  ed.) 

§  667.    ABcient  PosseBsion— The  Maxim  ''Aqua  Ourrit. "— This 

principle  of  protecting  ancient  enjoyment  is  expressly  taken  as 
the  ground  of  decision  in  the  earliest  cases  containing  actual  dis- 
cussion. These  cases  representing  the  second  stage  of  the  common 
law,  discussed  the  matter  from  the  view  of  proper  pleading  by 
the  plaintiff  in  such  a  case.  The  plaintiff,  relying  upon  an 
immemorial  custom,  usually  declared,  in  the  words  of  pleading 
a  custom,  that  the  water  **currere  soleb<W  to  his  mill  or  land, 
and  that  he  had  made  use  of  it  there  from  time  out  of  mind. 
Such  pleading  was  upheld  because  it  properly  alleged  an  ancient 
custom.  The  most  important  of  these  is  Shury  v.  Piggott, 
decided  in  1625.  The  case  seems  to  have  excited  a  good  deal 
of  attention  at  the  time,  being  given  in  six  different  reports,^ 
and  has  been  said  to  have  discussed  collaterally  many  things 
which  were  not  necessary  to  the  decision.*  Lord  Blackburn 
declares  the  stream  in  question  appears  to  have  been  in  reality 
an  artificial  one;  though  the  maxim,  *'Aqua  currit  ei  debet  currere 
ut  currere  solebat,"  as  a  rule  of  natural  streams,  probably  rests 
upon  this  case.  The  fact  that  it  was  an  artificial  stream  shows  that 
this  maxim  really  arose  as  a  statement  that  the  right  to  running 
water  rests  on  prescription ;  and  there  is  enough  in  the  reports  of 
other  cases  to  show  that  such  is  the  real  origin  of  the  maxim.  The 
point  is  worth  following  up  a  little. 

The  cfise  discussed  the  matter  from  the  view  of  formal  pleading, 
as  was  usually  the  way  cases  were  treated  at  the  time.  The  plaintiff 
declared,  in  the  words  of  pleading  on  ancient  ** custom,"  that  the 
water  '^currere  solebat  et  consiievii"  to  his  land,  and  one  of  the 
judges  rested  his  decision  on  the  ground  that,  as  he  said,  "  ^consue- 
vi*^  is  a  good  word  for  a  custom.'**  That  the  words  of  the  maxim 
arose  from  this  idea  of  resting  the  right  to  watercourses  upon  pre- 
scription or  custom  from  time  out  of  mind,  appears  in  numerous 
other  of  the  older  authorities  succeeding  this  case.  In  one  it  was 
held,  **By  reason  of  the  words  ^consuevit  et  debuit/  it  must  be  in- 
tended that  a  prescription  was  given  in  evidence. "°    In  another 

8  Palm.  444;   Poph.   169,  81   Eng.  v.  Piggott,   said.  "Ici  sont  sufficient 

Reprint,  1163;  3  Buls.  339;  Noy,  84;  parols  d'expresser  un  prescription,  de 

Latch,  153;  W.  Jones,  145,  81  Eng.  temps  d'ont,  etc.,  consuevit  currere," 

Eeprint,  280.  adding  that,  "serra  entend  ancient." 

4  Lord  Blackburn  in  Dalton  v.  An-  «  B^sewell  v.   Prior,   1  Ld.   Raym. 

gus,  6  App.  Cas.  825.  392,  91  Eng.  Reprint,  1160,  a  case  of 

6  As  reported  in  Palm.  444,  81  Eng.  lights. 
Reprint,  1163,  Doderidge,  J.,  in  Shury 
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it  was  said.  ^'Currere  consuevii  had  been  held  well  enough  in  case 
of  a  watercourse,  because  that  must  be  time  immemorial. "  "^  In 
another,  ''If  I  have  a  right  from  usage  as  currere  solebat,  I  have 
the  right  in  such  manner  as  the  usage  has  been."  '  There  is  another 
instructive  case  reported  in  several  reports.^  In  this  case  plaintiff 
declared,  among  other  words,  that  the  water  "currere  consuevit  et 
debuit  to  a  mill  of  the  plaintiff,"  ^^  which  was  held  a  sufiBcicnt 
pleading  both  below  and  on  appeal.  The  watercourse  was  an  artifi- 
cial one.^^  In  support  of  the  pleading,  plaintiff's  counsel  (PoUex- 
fen,  at  one  time  Chief  Justice)  argued,  among  other  things,  that 
''The  words  'ab  antique  et  soUto  cursu'  amount  to  as  much  as  if  it 
had  been  said  de  jure  currere  debuisset  et  cansttevit/'  and  the  report 
says: "  "The  judgment  was  affirmed,  but  Holt,  Chief  Justice,  said, 
that  if  the  cause  had  been  tried  before  him,  the  plaintiff  should 
have  proved  his  mill  to  be  an  ancient  mill,  otherwise  he  should 
have  been  nonsuit,"  showing  that  the  words  "consusvit  et  debuit" 
were  taken  by  Holt  as  referring  to  prescription.  In  another  report 
of  the  same  appeal^'  plaintiff's  counsel  speaks  of  certain  cases  as 
"those  cases  are  wherein  the  plaintiff  declared  that  the  water 
currere  coneuevit  et  debuisset  to  the  plaintiff's  mill  time  out  of 
mind ;  which  words  are  of  the  same  significance  as  if  he  had  showed 

it  to  be  an  ancient  mill The  word  *soleV  implies  antiquity,. 

....  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  a  learned  judge  ^^  that  the  words 
^currere  consuevit  et  solebat'  did  supply  a  prescription  or  custom." 
The  report  says:  "The  word  *solet'  implies  antiquity  and  will 
amount  to  a  prescription,"  adding  the  expression  of  Holt,  C.  J., 
given  above,  to  this  effect,  whereby  he  must  have  meant  that,  since 
the  pleading  was  based  on  prescription,  it  could  only  be  sup- 
ported on  the  trial  by  proof  that  the  use  was  in  fact  ancient  as  the 


T  Powell,  J.,  in  Tenant  v.  Goldwin, 
2  Ld.  Raym.  1089,  at  1094,  92  Eng. 
Reprint,  222. 

8  Brown  v.  Best,  1  Wils.  174,  95 
Eng.  Reprint,  557. 

»  Palmer  v.  Keblethwaite,  1  Shew. 

64,   89  Eng.  Reprint,  451;   Skin.  65, 

90   Eng.    Reprint,   31.     In   Mason   v. 

mil,   5    Barn.   &    Adol.    1,    110   Eng. 

^  Reprint,  692,  Lord  Denman  speaks  of 

*  these   two   reports  of    the  case,   and 

says:    "The   final   result   of   the   case 

does  not  appear  in  the  books,  and  the 

roll  has  been  searched  for  it  in  vain/' 

Water  RiffhU— 47 


but  the  report  of  it  on  appeal  appears 
in  four  different  reports,  viz.:  Skin. 
175,  90  Eng.  Reprint,  81;  Garth.  85, 
90  Eng.  Reprint,  653;  87  Eng.  Re- 
print, 30,  3  Mod.  48,  90  Eng.  Reprint, 
901,  and  Holt,  5.  See,  also,  3  Lev. 
133,  83  Eng.  Reprint,  615. 

10  1  Show.  64,  89  Eng.  Reprint,  451. 

11  Carth.  85,  90  Eng.  Reprint,  31. 

12  Carth.  85,  90  Eng.  Reprint,  31. 
18  3  Mod.  48,  90  Eng.  Reprint,  301. 
14  Citing  Doderidge,  J.,  in  Shury  v. 

Piggott,  Poph.  171,  81  Eng.  Reprint, 
1163,  above  quoted. 
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words  **currere  consuevii/*  ^'debuif  or  '^solehaf  must  be  taken 
as  haying  alleged.^' 

These  cases  show  that  the'  common  law  of  watercourses  was  at  one 
time  based  on  an  analogy  to  prescription  or  ancient  cusfom,  and 
that  the  maxim,  ^'Aqua  currit  et  debet  currere  ui  currere  solebaf 
is  merely  a  survival  of  this  stage  of  the  law ;  a  stage  now,  of  course, 
long  discarded,  though  the  maxim  has  survived.^* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  668.    Prior  Possession  Even  if  not  Ancient. — As  part  of  this 

second  stage  of  the  English  law  a  modification  of  the  foregoing  ap- 
peared in  some  of  the  cases  just  considered.  From  regarding  the 
right  as  resting  upon  ancient  enjoyment,  it  was  questioned  in  some 
of  these  cases  whether  the  enjoyment  had  to  be  ancient,  and  whether 
actual  possession,  however  short,  was  not  alone  enough  against  one 


16  A  declaration  that  plaintiff  had 
a  mill  **<ib  aniiguo**  and  defendant  did 
certain  acts  "per  quod  cursus  aquae 
praedict  coarctutus  est"  and  the  dec- 
laration  was  held  good.  Eussell  ▼. 
Handford,  1  Leon.  273,  74  Eng.  Re- 
print, 248  (about  A.  D.  1650).  *'Ad 
malendinum  illud  currere  oonsuevit,** 
Diverted,  prevented  milling.  See  Vin- 
er's  Abridgment,  "Watercourses,"  B, 
sec.  2.  In  another  it  was  held  a  good 
pleading  to  allege  **quod  quidam 
flysua  aquae  currere  consuevit  et  de- 
huit  usque  ad  quendam  fontem/' 
Prickman  v.  Tripp,  Skin.  389,  90  Eng. 
Reprint,  173.  A  man's  right  to  a 
watercourse  for  a  mill  regarded  as 
resting  on  prescription.  Luttrel's 
Case,  4  Coke.  86a,  76  Eng.  Reprint, 
1065;  Russell  v.  Handford,  1  Leon. 
273,  74  Eng.  Reprint,  248  j  The  King  v. 
Directors  of  Bristol  Co.,  12  East,  429, 
104  Eng.  Reprint,  167.  Manle,  J.,  in 
Smith  V.  Kenrick  (1849),  7  Com.  B. 
546;  Acton  v.  Blundell,  12  Mees.  & 
W.  324. 

16  "We  may  consider,  therefore,  that 
this  proposition  is  indisputable;  that 
the  right  of  the  proprietor  to  the  en- 
joyment of  a  watercourse  on  the  sur- 
face is  a  natural  right,  and  not  ac- 
quired by  occupation  of  the  stream 
itself,  or  presumed  grant,**  Lord 
Wensleydale,  in  Chasemore  v.  Rich- 
ards. 7  H.  L.  Cas.  349,  11  Eng.  Re- 
print, 140.  See,  also,  Dickinson  v. 
Canal  Co.,  7  Ex.  299;  Magistrates  ▼. 


Elphinstone,  3  Karnes  Dec.  (Scotch) 
332,  saying,  "This  right  he  has  from 
the  law  of  nature,  without  the  aid  of 
prescription**  See,  also.  Countess  of 
Rutland  v.  Bowler,  Palm.  290,  81  Eng. 
Reprint,  1087;  Prickman  v.  Tripp, 
Skin.  389;  Comb.  231,  90  Eng.  Re- 
print, 173,  447;  Acton  v.  BiundeU,  12 
Mees.  &  W.  324;  Cox  v.  Matthews,  1 
Vent.  237,  86  Eng.  Reprint,  159;  The 
King  V.  Directors  of  Bristol  etc.  Co., 
12  East,  429,  104  Eng.  Reprint,  167. 

The  idea  nevertheless  found  expres- 
sion to  a  comparatively  late  date.  In 
The  King  v.  Directors  of  Bristol  Dock 
Co.,  12  East,  429,  104  Eng.  Reprint, 
167,  Lord  Ellenborough  said  t^  in- 
stances of  actions  maintained  against 
those  who  disturbed  plaintiff  in  enjoy- 
ment of  the  water  of  a  river  "were 
cases  where  the  owners  of  the  prop- 
erty, by  long  enjoyment,  had  acquired 
special  rights  to  the  use  of  the  water 
in  its  natural  state."  It  was  also  sug- 
gested by  Tyndall,  C.  J.,  in  Acton 
V.  Blundell  (1843),  12  Mees.  &  W. 
324,  and  in  another  case  it  was  said: 
"As  to  surface  flows  [watercourses], 
parties  acquire  rights  to  them  because 
there  is  the  acquiescence  of  everybody 
who  has  any  interest  in  the  matter." 
Maule,  J.,  in  Smith  v.  Kenrick  (1849), 
7  Com.  B.  546.  Both  of  these  last 
are  expressly  disapproved  in  Chase- 
more  V.  Richards,  supra. 

See,  also,  infra,  sec.  1434. 
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who  had  never  before  possessed  it.  The  principle  applied  was  that 
possession  is  sufficient  title  against  a  mere  wrongdoer  showing  no 
better  right  (the  better  right  being  by  prescription).  In  a  case 
above  referred  to,^''  where  the  declaration  was  treated  as  stating 
a  prescription,  counsel  (PoUexfen)  argued  also  that  ''This  action 
is  of  the  same  nature  with  an  action  of  trespass,  and  therefore  good 
upon  the  possession  only,"  even  if  not  ancient  (but  then  proceeding 
to  show  that  the  words  in  the  declaration  also  amounted  to  saying 
it  was  ancient),  and  one  of  the  judges  (Hoyle)  said:  ** Where  the 
declaration  is' upon  the  possession  against  a  wrongdoer,  there  we 
need  not  say  that  it  was  time  out  of  mind."  Numerous  cases  were 
rested  upon  this  idea." 

The  principle  is  an  underlying  one  still  true  to-day;  but  the 
importance  of  these  early  cases  is  in  that  they  allowed  it  to  be  the 
controlling  principle  of  rights  in  watercourses,  whereas  the  con- 
trolling principle  at  common  law  is  now  that  a  title  to  the  flow  and 
use  of  the  stream  is  an  incident  to  the  land  by  which  it  flows,  and  the 
consideration  of  possession  without  title  has  been  entirely  subordi- 
nated.** 


(3d  «d.) 

§  669.    Priority  of  Appropriation  Enforced. — The  third  stage 

of  the  English  decisions  presents  the  first  real  attempt  to  consider 

the  matter  on  principle  about  the  beginning  of  the  last  century. 

The  desire  still  was  to  protect  the  long-standing  enjoyment;  but 

now  treating  the  matter  aside  from  formal  pleading,  the  judges 

went  to  the  civil  law  for  their  principles,  as  later  herein  set  forth. 

Still  wishing  to  protect  the  old  enjoyment,  they  understood  these 


17  Palmer  v.  Heblethwait,  1  Show. 
64,  89  Eng.  Beprint,  451. 

18  It  is  in  part  taken  as  the  ground 
of  the  judgment  of  Wbitlock,  J.,  in 
Shury  v.  Piggott,  supra.  See,  also, 
Aldred's  Case,  9  Coke,  86,  77  Eng. 
Reprint,  816;  Moore  v.  Browne  (15 
EUz.),  3  Dyer,  319,  73  Eng.  Beprint, 
723.  And  it  was  actually  decided  in 
some  cases  that  the  use  need  not  be 
ancient  to  entitle  it  to  protection 
against  one  not  himself  claiming  a 
prescription;  e.  g..  Sands  v.  Trefuses, 
Cro.  Car.  675,  79  Eng.  Beprint,  1094, 
holdini^r  that  it  need  not  be  an  ancient 
mill.  Possession  is  enough  against  a 
tort-feasor.  (15  Charles  I.)  In  an- 
other case   trespass  for   diverting  a 


watercourse  was  upheld  on  this  ground 
of  possession  against  a  wrongdoer, 
without  alleging  title.  Glyn  v.  Nich- 
ols, Comberback,  43,  90  Eng.  Beprint, 
333,  2  Show.  507,  89  Eng.  Beprint, 
1069.  In  another,  "Action  for  dis- 
turbing a  watercourse,  with  a  currere 
debuit  only,  and  says  not  *8olebat.* 
Quaere,  if  not  good.''  Jackson  v.  Sal- 
way,  1  Show.  350,  89  Eng.  Beprint, 
142.  In  S.  C,  Skin.  316,  90  Eng. 
Beprint,  619,  held  good,  as  his  posses- 
sion was  sufficient.  That  plaintiff's 
mill  need  not  be  an  ancient  oce  was 
also  held  upon  this  ground  in  Vox  v. 
Matthews,  1  Vent.  237.  86  Eng.  Be- 
print, 159,  3  Keble.  133. 
10  Suprct,  sees.  83^  246^  628. 
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civil-law  principles  as  affirming  the  doctrine  of  prior  appropriation, 
and  protected  the  long-standing  use  against  the  innovation  of  a 
recent  diversion,  on  the  ground  of  priority  of  use.  One  of  the  chief 
cases  to  this  effect  is  Liggins  v.  Inge,^  referring  to  the  civil  law, 
and  saying,  ''By  the  law  of  England,  the  person  who  first  appro- 
priates any  part  of  the  water  flowing  through  his  own  land  to  his  own 
use  has  the  right  to  the  use  of  so  much  as  he  thus  appropriates  against 
any  other.  "^  And  the  same  was  laid  down  in  early  New  Eng- 
land» 


(3d  «d.) 

§  670.  Priority  Finally  Displaced  by  Equality.— The  modern 
law,  or  fourth  stage,  rests  upon  a  re-examination  of  the  civil-law 
principles  in  Mason  v.  Hill,^  and  the  more  correct  application  of 
them  made  by  Lord  Denman  in  that  case,  a  matter  already  else- 
where considered  at  much  length.^  It  is  our  object  here  only  to 
show  that  the  modem  common  law  repudiates  'both  the  former  ideas 
that  the  right  to  a  watercourse  rests  either  on  an  analogy  to  custom 
or  prescription,  such  as  influenced  the  earliest  cases,  or  on  the  theory 
of  prior  appropriation.  A  recent  note- writer  ^  gives  the  following 
regarding  this  change  of  view :  "There  was  a  strong  tendency  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  judges  in  the  earlier  times  to  recognize  a  right 
to  obtain  title  to  water  by  prior  appropriation  or  occupancy,  and 
at  one  time,  it  seemed  as  though  that  doctrine  would  be  established, 
but  the  later  cases  have  all,  with  one  possible  exception,  been  the 
other  way,  so  that  now  no  such  right  is  recognized.^    But  in  some  of 


20  [1831]  7  Bing.  682. 

21  See,  also,  II  Blacks  tone's  Com* 
mentaries,  402.  In  Bealey  v.  Shaw 
(1805),  2  Smith,  321,  8  East,  208,  102 
Eng.  Reprint,  1266,  Lawrence,  J., 
said :  "It  all  depends  upon  the  priority 
of  occupancy."  Le  Blanc,  J.,  said 
that  the  first  to  erect  a  mill  might  take 
all.  In  Canham  t.  Fisk  (1831),  2 
Cromp.  &  J.  126  (also  2  Tyrw.  155), 
Bayley,  B.,  said:  **There  is  a  fourth 
mode  of  acquiring  such  a  right,  viz., 
by  appropriation.  If  a  man.  finds 
water  running  through  his  land,  he 
may  appropfiate  it  and  thus  acquire  a 
title  to  the  water." 

22  Weston  V.  Allen,  8  Mass.  136,  8 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  82  (1811).  Priority 
of  appropriation  is  still  in  force  to  a 
small  extent  under  the  "mill  acts." 
Soo  Gary  v.  Daniels,  8  Met.  (Mass.) 
466,  41  Am.  Dec.  532  j  Fuller  v.  Chico- 


pee  etc.  Co.  (Mass.  1860),  16  Gray, 
43;  EUiott  ▼.  Fitchburg  By.  (Mass.), 
10  Cush.  191,  57  Am.  Dec.  85;  Black- 
stone  Mfg.  Co.  y.  Town  of  Blackstone 
(1908),  200  Mass.  82,  85  N.  E.  880, 
18  L.  E.  A.,  N.  S.,  755;  Van  Bergen 
V.  Van  Bergen  (1818),  3  Johns.  Ch. 
282. 

23  5  Bam.  &  Adol.  1,  110  Eng.  Re- 
print, 692. 

24  Supra,  c.  I. 

«5  30  L.  R.  A.  665,  note. 

1  Saying  that  in  the  earlier  eases 
the  following  decisions  and  dicta  ap* 
pear:  Liggins  v.  Inge^  7  Bing.  682;  5 
Moore  &  P.  712;  Williams  v.  More- 
land,  2  Barn.  &  C.  913,  107  Eng.  Re- 
print, 620;  4  Dowl.  &  R.  583;  Can- 
ham  V.  Fisk,  2  Cromp.  &  J.  126,  2 
Tyrw.  155;  Saunders  v.  Newman.  1 
Barn.  &  Aid.  258^  106  Eng.  Reprint, 
95. 


8  670 


C1l28.    INTBODUCTOBY. 


(3ded.)  741 


those  early  cases  rulings  which  are  apparently  in  favor  of  the  doc- 
trine of  appropriation  are  in  fact  merely  in  favor  of  protecting  what 
is  known  as  riparian  rights.'  When  the  question  came  squarely  be- 
fore the  court  for  decision,  however,  the  doctrine  of  prior  appropria- 
tion  was  repudiated."'  Goddard,  in  his  Law  of  Easements,^  de- 
clares: "That  all  riparian  owners  of  natural  streams  have  a  riparian 
right  to  the  use  of  water  as  it  flows  past  their  lands,  as  long  as  they 
do  not  interfere  with  the  natural  rights  of  other  riparian  owners, 
and  to  sue  for  disturbance  is  now  an  established  doctrine  of  the 
law."  He  adds:  ''The  doctrine  was  not  established  until  compara- 
tively modern  times,"  etc.  He  says,  after  referring  to  some  of  the 
earlier  decisions,  that  the  theory  of  appropriation  was  much  modi- 
fied by  various  decisions  ''as  the  nature  of  riparian  rights  was 
brought  more  fully  under  consideration."*  He  concludes:  "Ap- 
propriation of  the  water  of  flowing  streams  has  thus  gradually 
fallen  from  being  considered  the  means  of  acquiring  important 
rights  to  being  deemed  of  no  importance  whatever."  In  Chasemore 
V.  Richards,'  Lord  Wensleydale  declares:  "We  may  consider,  there- 
fore, that  this  proposition  is  indisputable,  that  the  right  of  the 
proprietor  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  watercourse  is  a  natural  right, 
and  is  not  acquired  by  occupation  or  presumed  grant,* ^'^  Lux  v. 
Haggin,'  says:  "In  examining  the  numerous  cases  which  establish 
that  the  doctrine  of  'appropriation'  is  not  the  doctrine  of  the  com- 
mon law,  we  meet  an  embarrassment  of  abundance." 

Mason  v.  Hill,^  which  is  considered  to  have  placed  the  common 
law  of  riparian  rights  on  its  present  foundation,  was  decided  in 
1833.  An  elaborate  opinion  was  rendered  by  Lord  Denman,  with 
the  intention  "to  discuss,  and,  so  far  as  we  are  able,  to  settle  the 


3  Stating,  Rutland  v.  Bowler,  Palm. 
290,  81  Eng.  Reprint,  1087 ;  Bealey  v. 
Shaw,  6  East,  208,  102  Eng.  Reprint, 
1266,  2  Smith,  321;  Holker  v.  Por- 
ritt,  L.  R.  10  Ex.  59,  44  L.  J.  Ex. 
52;  Frankum  v.  Falmouth,  6  Car.  & 
P.  529. 

3  Stating  Mason  v.  Hill,  5  Bam. 
ft  Adol.  1,  110  Eng.  Reprint,  692; 
Wood  V.  Waud,  3  Ex.  748,  18  L.  J. 
Ex.  305 ;  Embrey  v.  Owen,  6  Ex.  355, 
20  L.  J.  Ex.  212;  Sampson  v.  Hod- 
dinott,  1  Com.  B.,  N.  S.,  611;  Wright 
V.  Howard,  1  Sim.  &  St.  190,  57  Eng. 
Reprint,  76. 

4  Page  251.  Also,  7th  ed.  (1910), 
p.  348. 

ft  Citing  in  this  connection,  Mason 


V.  Hill,  3  Bam.  ft  Adol.  304,  110  Eng. 
Reprint,  114,  and  Cocker  t.  Cowper, 
5  Tyrw.  103. 

6  7  H.  Lk  Cas.  384,  11  Eng.  Re- 
print, 140. 

7  "The  court  of  exchequer,  indeed, 
in  the  case  of  Dickinson  v.  Grand 
Junction  Canal  Co.,  7  Ex.  282,  ex- 
pressly repudiates  the  notion  that  such 
a  right  as  that  in  question  can  be 
founded  on  a  presumed  grant,  but  de- 
clares that  with  respect  to  running 
water  it  is  jure  naturae**  Chasemore 
T.  Richards,  7  H.  L.  Cas.  349,  11  Eng. 
Reprint,  140,  Wightman,  J. 

8  69  Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674. 

9  5  Bam.  ft  Adol.  I,  110  Eng.  Ke- 
print,  692. 
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principle  upon  which  rights  of  this  nature  depend,"  and  this 
case  has  been  generally  accepted  as  accomplishing  this  result,  settling 
the  common  law  of  watercourses  in  its  present  form.^^  The  older 
authorities  were  held,  in  that  case,  to  be  devoted  to  an  elucidation 
of  the  principle  borrowed  from  the  civil  law  that  the  water  itself  as 
a  corpus  or  substance  is  not  property  until  taken  into  possession, 
but  do  not  define  the  rules  governing  who  may  have  the  right  to 
take  it  into  possession  or  to  what  extent  a  person  having  the  right 
may  exercise  it ;  and  that  they  are  misconceived  if  thought  to  recog- 
nize the  right  to  take  the  water  into  possession  by  anyone  but  a  land- 
owner on  itfi  banks,  or  by  such  landowner,  to  the  extent  of  entirely 
depriving  another  landowner  on  its  bank  of  the  advantage  of  that 
stream.    Lord  Denman,  in  giving  the  decision,  said:  ''But  it  is 


10  Lord  Blackburn  in  Orr  Ewing  v. 
Colquhoun,  2  App.  Gas.  854,  lays  the 
modem  law  of  riparian  rights  "can 
hard] J  be  considered  as  settled  law  in 
England  before  the  case  of  Mason  y. 
Hill,  in  1833/'  In  another  case  it  is 
said :  ''Upon  the  second  trial  of  Mason 
y.  Hill  a  special  verdict  was  found, 
on  the  argument  on  which  Lord  Den- 
man  delivered  an  elaborate  judgment 
which  has  always  been  considered  as 
settling  the  law  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  right."  McGlone  v.  Smith,  22  L. 
B.  Ir.  568.  Accord  as  to  the  effect 
of  Mason  v.  Hill,  see  Cocker  v.  Cow- 
per,  5  Tyrw.  103;  Embrey  v.  Owen, 
6  Ex.  353,  20  L.  J.  Ex.  212;  Stock- 
port W.  W.  Co.  V.  Potter,  3  H.  &  C. 
323,  10  Jur.,  N.  S.,  1005;  Chasemore 
v.  Eichards,  7  H.  L.  Cas.  349,  11  Eng. 
Reprint,  140;  Wightman,  J.;  Pugh  v. 
Wheeler,  19  N.  C.  (2  Dev.  &  B.)  50 
Buf&n,  C.  J.;  Gale  on  Easements,  8th 
(1908)  ed.,  p.  258;  Angell  on  Water- 
courses, 7th  ed.,  sec.  133;  Salmond  on 
Torts,  p.  254. 

It  should  be  noted,  however,  that 
there  were  one  or  two  earlier  defini- 
tions of  the  right  which  resembled 
the  present  law.  See  Magistrates  v. 
Elphinstone,  quoted  supra,  sec.  17. 
In  Countess  of  Rutland  v.  Bowler, 
Palm.  290,  81  Eng.  Reprint,  1087, 
plaintiff  alleged  that  a  watercourse 
**8oloit  currere  per  modestum  et  in- 
eessantem  cursum"  to  a  parcel  of  plain- 
tiff's land  where  she  had  a  mill.  De- 
fendant claimed  that  the  declaration 
was  bad  for  not  alleging  that  it  was 
an  "ancient"  mill|  so  as  to  found  a 


prescriptive  right  to  the  watercourse. 
But  it  was  held  that  it  was  the  same 
whether  the  mill  was  new  or  old;  it 
was    enough    that    the    water    "used 

sequer  cest  course Car  ne  poet 

user  son  terre,  ou  U  water,  qui  passe 
par  son  terre,  al  damage  tauter,**  and 
judgment  was  entered  for  the  plain- 
tiff. In  1805  Lord  Ellenborough  had 
said:  "The  general  rule  of  &w  as 
applied  to  this  subject  is  that,  inde- 
pendent of  any  particular  enjoyment 
used  to  be  had  by  another,  every  man 
has  a  right  to  have  the  advantage  of  a 
flow  of  water  in  his  own  land  without 
diminution  or  alteration,"  and  refers 
later  on  to  this  as  his  "natural  right." 
Bealey  v.  Shaw  (1805),  6  East,  208, 
102  Eng.  Reprint,  1266.  Likewise 
Justice  Story  had  in  1827  rendered 
the  judgment  in  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson 
(4  Mason,  397,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,312, 
six  years  before  Mason  v.  Hill),  and 
Story's  opinion  has  been  more  fre- 
quently quoted  in  American  cases  but 
was  itself  based  on  English  cases; 
while  the  second  of  Story's  famous 
decisions  (Webb  v.  Portland  Cement 
Co.,  3  Sum.  189,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
17,322),  expressly  relied  upon  Mason 
V.  Hill.  Regarding  the  history  of 
Story's  opinion,  see  infra,  sec.  696. 
So,  also,  Kent's  Commentaries  had 
been  issued  before  Mason  v.  Hill. 
Kent,  inter  alia,  referred  to  the  Code 
Napoleon,  which  had  been  proclaimed 
in  1804,  and  contained  an  enactment 
of  the  law  of  riparian  rights  for 
France. 
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a  very  diflferent  question  whether  he  can  take  from  the  land  below 
one  of  its  natural  advantages,  which  is  capable  of  being  applied 
to  valuable  purposes,  and  generally  increases  the  fertility  of  the  soil 
even  when  unapplied,  and  deprive  him  of  it  altogether  by  anticipat- 
ing him  in  its  application  to  a  useful  purpose We  think  that 

this  proposition  has  originated  in  a  mistaken  view  of  the  principles 
laid  down  in  the  decided  cases."  The  decision  limited  the  right  to 
use  the  water  to  one  by  whose  land  it  flows,  or,  as  he  is  now  called, 
a  riparian  owner ;  and  by  him,  regardless  of  the  time  of  use,  not  to  be 
used  to  the  exclusion  of  other  riparian  owners.  This  is  the  founda- 
tion of  the  present  common  law  of  riparian  rights.  (The  term 
**  riparian  proprietor"  does  not  appear  in  the  older  cases  at  all,  nor 
even  in  Mason  v.  Hill.)  The  English  decisions  since  Mason  v. 
Hill  have  firmly  established  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  case.^^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  671.    Same.— The  result  of  Mason  v.  Hill  was  that  the  use  of 

running  water  was  confined  to  those  by  whose  land  the  stream 
flows,  as  a  common  benefit,  to  be  enjoyed  by  all  of  them  equally,  with 
priority  to  none.  The  chief  proposition  laid  down  was  that  **It 
appears  to  us  that  there  is  no  authority  in  our  law,  nor  as  far  as 
we  know,  in  the  Roman  law  (which,  however,  is  no  authority  in 
ours),  that  the  first  occupant  (though  he  may  be  the  proprietor  of 
the  land  above)  has  any  right,  by  diverting  the  stream,  to  deprive 
the  owner  of  the  land  below  of  the  special  benefit  and  advantage 
of  the  natural  flow  of  water  therein."  "  So,  likewise,  in  the  well- 
known  decision  of  Justice  Story  in  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  some  few 
years  before,  the  law  was  laid  down  that  between  the  landowners 
through  whose  land  the  stream  flows  there  is  a  "perfect  equality 
of  right,"  and  ** there  may  be,  and  must  be  allowed  to  all,  of  that 
which  is  common,  a  reasonable  use";  but  an  exclusive  right  is  given 
to  none,  except  by  prescription  or  the  grant  or  consent  of  all  the 
riparian  proprietors,  for  the  water  is  common  to  them  all.  '*Mere 
priority  of  occupation  of  running  water,  without  such  consent  or 
grant,  confers  no  exclv^ive  right.     It  is  not  like  the  case  of  mere 

11  See  Wilts  etc.  Canal  Co.  v.  Swin-  t.  FiBhrnongers'  Co.,  L.  B.  1  App.  Cas. 

don  W.  W.  etc.  Co.,  L.  B.  9  Ch.  451 ;  673 ;  Sandwich  v.  B7.,  10  Ch.  D.  707 ; 

Swindon  Waterworks  Co.  v.  Wilts  etc.  Kensit  v.  Great  Eastern  By.  Co.,  27 

Co.,  L.  E.  7  H.  L.  697;   McCartney  Ch.  D.  122;   White  v.  White,  [1906] 

•  V.  Londonderry  By.,  [1904]  App.  Cas.  App.  Cas.  81. 

301;  Miner  v.  Gilmour,  12  Moore  P.  12  Mason  v.  Hill,  5  Bam.  ft  Adol.  1, 

C.  131,  14  Eng.  Beprint,  861;  Lyon  110  Eng.  Beprint,  692. 
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occupancy,  where  the  first  occupant  takes  by  force  of  his  priority  of 
occupancy.  That  supposes  no  ownership  already  existing,  and  no 
right  to  the  use  already  acquired.  But  our  law  awards  to  the 
riparian  proprietors  the  right  to  the  use  in  common,  as  one  incident 
to  the  land ;  and  whoever  seeks  to  found  an  excliisive  use  must  es- 
tablish a  rightful  appropriation  in  some  manner  known  and  ad- 
mitted by  the  law"^^  (meaning  by  grant,  condemnation  or  pre- 
scription) . 

(3d  ed.) 

§  672.  Same. — ^The  contention  that  the  doctrine  of  exclusive 
rights  by  priority  of  appropriation  is  to-day  recognized  by  the 
common  law  is  disposed  of  by  Judge  Cooley"  in  the  following 
words:  ''....  We  may  dismiss  from  the  mind  the  fact  that  the 
plaintiff  had  first  put  the  waters  of  the  stream  to  practical  use, 
since  that  fact  gave  him  no  superiority  in  right  over  the  defendant. 
The  settled  doctrine  now  is  that  priority  of  appropriation  gives 
to  one  proprietor  no  superior  right  to  that  of  the  others,  unless 
it  has  been  continued  for  a  period  of  time,  and  under  such  circum- 
stances as  would  be  requisite  to  establish  rights  by  prescription."  ^^ 
And  so  alao  it  is  declared  for  private  lands  at  the  present  day  in 
those  parts  of  the  West  where  the  common  law  is  in  force:  ''There 
is  no  such  thing  as  prior  riparian  ownership,  so  far  as  distribution 
of  water  for  irrigation  purposes  between  riparian  owners  is  con- 
cerned. "*• 


(3d  ed.) 

§  673.    Biparian  Bights  Under  the  California  Doctrine.— Under 

the  California  doctrine  the  system  of  appropriation  applies  to 
diversions  made  while  streams  flowed  over  public  lands,  where 
there  are  no  riparian  proprietors ;  ^'^  that  of  riparian  rights  applies 
to  waters  whose  bordering  lands  became  private  before  diversion ;  ^ 
as  already  set  forth  in  the  second  part  of  this  book. 


18  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason,  897, 
Fed.  Gas.  No.  14,312. 

14  Dumont  v.  Kellogg,  29  Mich.  420, 
18  Am.  Rep.  102. 

16  Citing  cases. 

i«  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95 
Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728 ; 
Williams  v.  Altnow,  51  Or.  275,  95 
Pac.  200,  97  Pac.  539;  Lone  Tree  Co. 
V.  Cyclone  Co.  (S.  D.),  128  N.  W.  596, 


speaking  of  rights  between  riparijui 
proprietors  between  themselves,  as 
such,  under  the  common  law.  As  to 
cases  outside  the  common  law  where 
diversions  are  made  on  the  public 
domain  before  riparian  settlements 
have  been  made  by  other  riparian 
owners,  see  supra,  sec.  257. 

17  Supra,  sees.  155,  198,  257. 

IS  Supra,  sees.  221  et  seq.,  257  et 
seq.;  infra,  see.  814  et  seq. 
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It  is  sometimes  said  that  in  appl3ring  the  common  law  to  irriga- 
tion with  respect  to  such  private-land  streams,  the  California  court 
(and  similar  courts)  modified  or  changed  the  common  law.  Rights 
acquired  while  the  stream  flowed  over  public  land  are,  it  is  true, 
not  governed  by  the  common  law;  and  so,  in  fact,  most  irrigation 
in  California  is  not  done  under  the  riparian  system,  being  done 
under  such  early  public-land  rights,  or  by  grant  or  prescription, 
which  to-day  cover  the  normal  flow  of  nearly  all  streams  in  South- 
ern California  and  in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley.  But  as  to  streams 
now  upon  private  land,  so  far  as  their  waters  have  not  hitherto  been 
covered  by  such  rights,  and  as  to  the  hundreds  of  little  streams 
that  have  not  been  made  the  basis  of  any  extensive  project,  there  is 
little  foundation  ^f or  the  statement  that  the  common  law  is  modified. 

That  the  most  essential  feature  of  the  common  law,  the  exclusion 
of  nonriparian  owners  or  lands  from  rights  in  streams  on  private 
land,  is  not  changed  or  modified  in  California,  but  is  in  force  there 
as  in  England,  is  fairly  settled  by  the  decision  on  rehearing  in 
Miller  et  al.  v.  Madera  etc.  Co.^* 

It  has,  however,  sometimes  been  said  that  as  between  the  riparian 
owners  themselves  for  their  own  lands,  the  California  court,  in 
permitting  a  reasonable  use  by  each  for  irrigation,  modified  or 
changed  the  common  law ;  that  permitting  irrigation  even  between 
riparian  owners  is  peculiar  to  the  West.^  If  this  were  in  truth 
a  change,  it  would  be  a  minor  one  compared  with  the  exclusion 
of  nonriparian  owners.  But  it  is  not  a  change,  for  between  the 
riparian  owners  themselves,  the  common  law  everywhere  permits  a 
reasonable  use  for  irrigation,  and  did  not  have  to  be  modified.  In 
Lux  V.  Haggin,**  the  question  is  thoroughly  examined,  and  it  is 
shown  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  peculiar  to  the  West,  and  the  fre- 
quency with  which  Lux  v.  Haggin  has  been  cited  for  the  "modifica- 
tion" statement  simply  shows  that  the  case  has  met  the  fate  of  all 
over-long  opinions,  and  has  not  been  read.^  In  later  sections, 
where  the  authorities  are  quoted,^  it  becomes  fully  apparent  that 
the  allowance  in  California  of  a  reasonable  use  for  irrigation  by 
the  riparian  proprietors  among  themselves  (excluding  nonriparian 

10  (1909),  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pae.  502,  2i  69  Cal.  255;  at  398  et  seq.,  10 

22  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  391,  Sloss,  J.,  ren-  Pac.  674. 

dering  the  opinion.     Nor  is  this  state-  22  The  basia  of  Lnz  v.  Haggin  was 

ment  impaired  by  the  later  decision  in  that  the  court  had  no  power  to  modify 

San  Joaquin  Co.  v.  Fresno  Flume  Co.  the  common  law  at  all. 

(Cal.),  112  Pac.  182.     See  infra,  sec  23  Infra,  sees.  745  to  749a,  and  sec 

825  et  seq.  799. 

20  Infra,  sec.  749a. 
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owners  or  lands)  is  no  modification  of  the  common  law^  and  is  no 
basis  for  the  statement,  so  often  improperly  made,  that  the  law  of 
riparian  rights  has  been-  modified  in  California.  Appropriation 
of  waters  while  they  still  flow  over  public  lands,  where  there  are 
no  riparian  proprietors,  is  the  only  exception  in  California  to  the 
usual  rules  of  riparian  rights.^^ 


(3d  «d.) 

§  874.    Oonclusioxi. — ^Upon  the  entire  subject  of  riparian  rights 

the  case  of  Lux  v.   Haggin  is  the  leading  case  in  California, 

though  the  actual  decision  did  not  determine  the  rights  of  riparian 

proprietors  inter  se  in  that  case.**^ 

The  law  of  riparian  rights  is  almost  wholly  nonstatutory  in  the 
West.  The  statutes  of  Washington  mention  them  more  than  else- 
where; in  Oregon  the  statutes  up  to  1909  (chiefly  the  code)  recog- 
nized them  but  did  not  attempt  to  define  nor  establish  any  rule 
respecting  them;^  while  in  California,  since  the  repeal  in  1887 
of  section  1422  of  the  Civil  Code,  no  statute  even  mentions  ripa- 
rian rights  except  occasional  wholly  incidental  code  sections,  which 
do  little  more  than  mention  them.^ 

The  California  law  has  had  to  thread  its  way  through  a  mass 
of  difficulties.  The  high  state  of  irrigation,  and  the  variety  of 
power  and  mining  problems,  presented,  in  a  State  of  such  varied 
natural  conditions,  difficulties  of  adjustment  as  unparalleled  as  the 
resources  of  the  State  itself.  The  prosperity  of  the  State  owes 
much  to  the  foresight  and  yet  conservatism  which  the  supreme 
court  has  always  shown  in  dealing  with  this  subject;  and  while 
many  problems  remain  yet  unsolved,  they  may  be  confidently  left 
to  the  court. 

There  are  several  matters  common  to  the  use  of  water  under 
both  the  systems  of  appropriation  and  riparian  rights.  Such,  for 
example,  are  the  general  fundamental  conceptions  regarding  run- 
ning water ,^  which  are  the  same  under  both  systems,  which  have 
diverged  only  in  the  superstructure  where  the  common  law  aims 


24  See  supra,  sees.  174,  228;  infra, 
sec.  815  et  seq. 

25  The  court  said:  "It  will  be  noted 
(since  the  defendant  is  not  a  riparian 
proprietor,  unless  made  such  by  the 
utere  fact  of  its  appropriation)  that 
the  exigencies  of  the  present  case  do 
not  imperatively  demand  that  we  shall 
here  determine  the  respective  rights  of 


riparian  owners  as  between  them- 
selves." Lux  y.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255, 
10  Pac.  674. 

M  Hough  V.  Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95 
Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728. 

27  See  Pol.  Code,  sec.  4043;  Civ. 
Code,  sec.  1416,  as  amended  in  1907; 
Code  Civ.  Proc.,  sec.  1248. 

28  /Supra,  Part  L 
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at  equality  and  the  law  of  appropriation  at  exclusive  rights  by 
priority.  Such  also,  to  a  great  extent,  are  the  questions  of  pre- 
scription, eminent  domain  and  procedure.  Having  already  consid- 
ered these  matters  in  previous  chapters,  little  more  is  said  in  the  fol- 
lowing ones  other  than  in  such  instances  where  there  may  be  a 
diflference.  As  a  general  thing,  however,  cases  decided  under  the 
law  of  riparian  rights  have  been  excluded  from  the  foregoing  part 
of  this  book,  and  the  converse  is  true  of  what  follows,  even  though, 
in  some  respects,  the  rule  be  the  same  under  both  systems. 

§§  675-683.    (Blank  numbers,). 
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CHAPTER  29. 

FOUNDATIONS  OF  THE  SYSTEM  OF  RIPAMAN  EIGHTS. 

S  684.    Introductoxy. 

A.    GENEBAIi. 
S  685.     The  civil  law. 

§  686.    The  common  law  borrowed  from  the  civil  law. 
S  687.     The  corpus  of  naturally  ninning  water  is  not  property. 
5  688.    Bame—Puhliei  juris,  etc. 
S  689.    But  one  may  own  a  right  to  its  flow  and  use — The  law  recognizM 

a  usufructuary  right. 
{  690.    When  taken  into  possession,  the  substance  becomes  private  property. 
S  691.    Systems  of  water  law  are  but  a  development  of  these  three  "first 

principles." 

B.    ACCESS  TO  THE  STREAM. 

S  692.  None  but  riparian  proprietors  have  access  to  the  stream. 

S  693.  Same. 

S  694.  Same. 

S  695.  Same. 

C.    THE   RIPARIAN  BIGHT  DOES   NOT  BEST   UFON   THE  MAXIM 

"CUJUS  EST  SOLUM." 

§  696.    The  cujus  eat  solum  doctrine. 

fi  697.     Same. 

S  698.     Same. 

5  699.    Results. 

§8  700-708.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(3d  ed.) 

§  684.  Certain  of  the  following  matters  have  been  more  fully 
considered  in  the  opening  chapters  of  this  book,  and  are  here 
given  in  more  condensed  form  in  order  to  present  as  a  whole  the 
foundations  of  the  common  law  of  riparian' rights. 

A.    GENERAL. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  686.  The  (Jivil  Law.— The  first  principle  of  the  civil  law  is 
that  stated  in  the  Justinian  Institutes:  **By  natural  law  these 
things  are  common  to  all:  air,  running  water,  the  sea,  and  as  a 
consequence,  the  shores  of  the  sea."  This  classification  is  to  de- 
note things  adaptable  to  general  use  in  common,  the  '*res  com- 
munes''  or  ''things  common"  of  which,  in  their  natural  condition, 
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no  person  has  control  or  ownership ;  things  without  an  owner  in 
their  natural  situation;  or,  as  they  have  been  called,  "the  nega- 
tive community,"  or  ''things  the  property  of  which  belongs  to  no 
person."  Among  them  were  also  the  fish  and  wild  beasts,  the 
light  and  heat  of  the  sun,  and  the  like.  Running  water  was  so 
classed  because  at  one  instant  it  is  in  one  place  in  the  river,  then 
it  is  gone  and  some  other  water  has  succeeded  it,  without  anyone 
having  been  able  to  say  that  he  had  it  as  his  own ;  a  thing  of  con- 
tinual motion  and  ceaseless  change,  not  susceptible  of  exclusive 
possession  nor,  hence,  of  ownership.^ 

But  the  civil  law  distinguished  the  t^e  of  the  water  from  the 
water  itself.  While  the  naturally  flowing  water  thus  was  without 
an  owner  and  nobody's  property,  the  civil  law  recognized  a  right 
of  property  in  its  use,  which  was  called  a  "usufruct."* 

This  usufruct  belonged  to  those  who  had  access  to  the  water, 
and  only  those  who  had  access  to  it  by  virtue  of  ownership  of 
riparian  land  could  take  and  use  it.  Eschriche '  says  that 
waters  of  fountains  and  springs  as  they  go  out  from  thence 
"become  running  waters,  <iqua  profluens,  and  pertain  like  common 
things  {cosas  comunes)  to  the  first  who  occupies  them,  so  far  as 
he  has  need  of  them.  The  first  who  can  occupy  them  are  the 
owners  of  the  estates  which  they  hathe  or  cross.''  He  then  treats 
of  the  rights  of  riparian  proprietors  to  the  use  of  the  waters  as  be- 
tween themselves.*  So  it  is  said :  "No  one  may  enter  private  prop- 
erty in  search  of  waters  or  make  use  of  them  without  permission 
from  its  owner. "^  Under  the  Mexican  law  "the  waters  of  innavi- 
gable rivers,  while  they  continued  such,  were  subject  to  the  common 
use  of  all  who  covld  legally  gain  access  to  them  for  purposes  neces- 
sary to  the  support  of  life. "  • 

The  riparian  proprietors  (having  the  sole  right  of  use  because  of 
the  sole  right  of  access  given  by  their  inclosing  land,  excepting 


1  Supra,  c.  1. 

3  Supra,  c.  2. 

«  Eschriche,  "AguM.'* 

4  Quoted  infra,  sec.  1026. 

5  Spanish  Civil  Code,  sec.  414,  given 
in  Walton's  Civil  Law  of  Spain  and 
Spanish  America,  p.  204.  **If  the  ace- 
quia  shall  cross  the  land  of  another, 
or  the  crown  lands,  or  the  land  common 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  pueblo,  a 
license  from  the  private  owner,  or  the 
king,  or  from  the  town  council  is  in- 
dispensable."    E*ichric"he»,    "Aceouia." 

6  Lux  ▼.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  10 


Pac.  674.  That  the  right  to  take  and 
use  the  waters  at  civil  law  was,  as  at 
common  law,  in  the  riparian  propri- 
etors because  of  their  right  of  ac- 
cess, see  Lord  Kingsdown  in  Miner  v. 
GilmouT,  12  Moore  P.  G.  131,  14  Eng. 
Beprint,  861,  concerning  French  law; 
Van  Breda  v.  Silberbauer,  L.  B.  3  P. 
C.  94;  Commissioners  of  Hoek  v. 
Hugo,  L.  B.  10  App.  345,  the  latter 
two  concerning  Boman-Dutch  law  of 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  We  cite  these 
on  the  authority  of  Lux  v.  Haggin, 
wherein  they  are  given. 
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streams  on  the  public  domain)  could  not  any  one  of  them  make 
exclusive  use  of  the  stream.  The  Code  Napoleon  provides:^  ^'Ua 
whose  property  borders  on  a  running  water,  other  than  that  which 
is  declared  a  dependency  on  the  public  domain  by  article  538,  may 
employ  it  in  its  passage  for  the  watering  of  his  property.  He  whose 
estate  is  intersected  by  such  water,  is  at  liberty  to  make  use  of  it 
within  the  space  through  which  it  runs,  hut  on  condition  of  restor- 
ing it,  ai  the  boundaries  of  his  field,  to  its  ordinary  course,"  The 
Louisiana  Code  likewise  says:®  '^He  whose  estaie  borders  on  run- 
ning water,  may  use  it  as  it  runs,  for  the  purpose  of  watering  his 
estate,  or  for  other  purposes.  He  through  whose  estate  water  runs, 
whether  it  originates  there  or  passes  from  lands  above,  may  make 
use  of  it  while  it  runs  over  his  land ;  but  he  cannot  stop  or  give  it 
another  direction,  and  is  bound  to  return  it  in  its  ordinary  channel 
where  it  leaves  his  estate,"^  Commenting  upon  the  above  passage 
in  the  Code  Napoleon,  a  French  writer  says:  '*The  rights  of  use 
mentioned  in  article  644  are  given  only  to  the  riparian  proprietors; 
that  is,  to  the  proprietors  of  the  estates  contiguous  to  the  flow  of 
the  water."  ^^  This  right  of  use  was  called,  in  the  civil  law,  a 
**  usufruct.  "11 

Speaking  of  the  civil  law  regarding  the  use  of  waters,  Mr.  Yale  *- 
says:  ** These  rights  do  not,  as  has  been  seen,  differ  substantially, 
so  far  as  private  property  is  concerned,  from  the  common  law." 


(3d  ed.) 

§  686.  The  Common  Law  Borrowed  These  Oivil-law  Ideas. — 
The  early  common-law  cases  already  referred  to  ^  seeming  to  up- 
hold the  right  of  appropriation  did  so  by  accepting  the  civil-law 
idea  that  the  corpus  of  the  water  was  not,  while  flowing  naturally, 
the  property  of  anyone.  They  erroneously  considered  that  an 
exclvrsive  flow  and  use  could  be  acquired  by  the  first  appropriator 
on  that  account,**  this  last  being  rejected  in  Mason  v.  Hill,  but  not 


7  Code  Napoleon,  art.  644.  Italics 
ours. 

s  L<m%8iana  Code,  art.  657.  Italics 
ours. 

»  Par  Autorite,  New  Orleans^  1838. 

10  "Les  droits  d'usage  mentionn^s 
^n  Tart  644  ne  sont  accord^s  qu'aux 
riverains,  c'e8t-4-dire,  aux  propri6- 
taires  de  fends  contigus  au  Cours 
d'eau."  Droit  Civile  Francais,  by 
Aubrey  &  Bau,  4th  ed.,  vol.  Ill,  p. 
47. 


11  An  extended  note  upon  the  civil 
law  of  waters  is  given  infra,  sec.  1025, 
et  seq. 

12  Yale  on  Biining;  Claims  and 
Vaster  Bights,  p.  153. 

18  Supra,  sec.  669. 

14  "The  expressions  used  by  Mr. 
Justice  Bayley  in  Williams  v.  More- 
land,  2  Barn.  &  C.  910,  107  Eng.  Be- 
print,  620,  and  by  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Tindal  in  Liggins  v.  Inge,  7  Bing. 
682,  that  water  flowing  in  a  stream 
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changing  the  first  principle.  In  Mason  v.  Hill,  Lord  Denman  sets 
forth  the  civil  law  in  the  passage  already  quoted,  and  in  Embrey  v. 
Owen,  Baron  Parke  takes  that  civil-law  statement  (that  the  corpics 
of  the  water  was  not  property  while  flowing  naturally),  and  accepts 
it  as  stating  the  common  law  also.^^ 

In  this  the  common  law,  as  in  most  branches  of  the  law  of  waters, 
is  founded  on  the  civil  law.  The  connection  we  have  already  traced 
at  much  length.^'  We  merely  repeat  here  a  few  of  the  authorities. 
The  passage  in  the  Institutes  above  quoted  classing  running  water, 
as  a  substance,  with  the  air,  is  transcribed  by  Bracton  as  the  law  of 
England,  saying:"  "Naturali  vero  jure  communia  sunt  omnium 
haec — aqua  profluens,  aer,  et  mare,  et  littora  maris,  quasi  maris 
accessoria,"  and  similar  passages  appear  in  the  works  of  other 
ancient  English  writers.^®  From  these  partly,  but  probably  more 
from  the  civil-law  writers  directly,  this  passed  into  Blackstone  *® 
and  the  early  English  cases,^^  and  from  Blackstone  and  Mason  v. 
Hill  into  modem  law.  It  is  the  same  direct  connection  as  that 
shown  in  the  law  of  accretion,  as  to  which  it  has  been  said :  ^ 
**Our  law  may  be  traced  back  through  Blackstone,^  Hale,^  Brit- 
ton,2*  pieta,^  and  Bracton,^®  to  the  Institutes  of  Justinian,*  from 
which  Bracton  evidently  took  his  exposition  of  the  subject."  The 
common  law  of  fishing  is  likewise  based  upon  the  civil  law.^ 
The  name  ** riparian  proprietor"  is  itself  borrowed  from  the  civil 
law.  "The  owners  of  watercourses  are  denominated  by  the  civil- 
ians riparian  proprietors,  and  the  use  of  the  same  significant  and 
convenient  term  is  now  fully  introduced  into  the  common  law."* 
And  the  writer  has  had  occasion  to  examine  recent  French  cases 
where  it  will  be  found  the  courts  discuss  the  right  of  the  "pro- 


is  publioi  juris,  and  the  property  of 
the  first  occupier,  are  founded  on  a 
mistake  between  the  property  in  the 
water  itself  and  the  right  to  have  its 
continual  flow."  Chasemore  ▼.  Rich- 
ards, 7  H.  L.  Cas.  349,  11  Eng.  Ee- 
print,  140,  Lord  Wensleydale. 

15  Quoted  infra,  sec.  694. 

16  Supra,  sec.  3. 

17  Bracton,  lib.  2,  f.  7,  sec.  5. 

18  Supra,  sec.  3  et  seq. 

i»  II  Blackstone,  14,  395,  quoted  be- 
low. 

20  Liggins  v.  Inge  (1831),  7  Bing. 
692,  and  WiUiams  v.  Moreland  (1824), 
2  Barn.  &  C.  910,  107  Eng.  Reprint, 
620^  both  quoted  in  the  second  section 


foUowing;  Wright  v.  Howard  (1823), 
1  Sim.  &  8.  203,  57  Eng.  Reprint,  81. 
See,  also,  Bealej  v.  Shaw  (1805),  6 
East,  208,  102  Eng.  Reprint,  1266. 

21  Lindley,  L.  J.,  says  in  Foster  v. 
Wright,  4  C.  P.  D.  438,  speaking  of 
the  law  of  accretion. 

22  Vol.  n,  c.  16,  pp.  261,  262. 

23  De  Jure  Maris,  cc.  i,  6. 

24  Bk.  II,  c.  2. 

25  Bk.  Ill,  c.  2,  sec.  6,  etc 

26  Bk.  II,  c.  2. 

1  Just.  II,  1,  20. 

2  Schultes'  Aquatic  Rights,  p.  1. 

3  Angell  on  Watercourses,  6th  ed., 
sec.  10. 
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prietaire  riverain."  In  Miner  v.  Qilmour,*  Lord  Kingsdown 
said  the  French  law  and  the  common  law  are  not  materially 
different.* 

The  passages  above  given  from  the  civil  law  show  the  resemblance 
of  the  common  law  to  it,  and  an  examination  of  the  first  principles 
of  the  common  law  shows  them  to  be  borrowed  from  the  civil  law, 
as  briefly  noted  in  the  following  sections.* 


(3d  «d.) 

§  687.  The  Corpus  of  Naturally  Buiming  Water  is  not  Prop- 
erty.— ^The  law  distinguishes  between  the  corptis  or  particles  of 
liquid,  and  the  usufructuary  right  with  respect  to  it. 

While  in  the  natural  stream,  the  law  sajrs  the  particles  are  not 
the  subject  of  private  ownership.  The  California  court  says :  ''This 
court  has  never  departed  from  the  doctrine  that  running  water,  so 
long  as  it  continues  to  flow  in  its  natural  course,  is  not,  and  cannot 
be  made,  the  subject  of  private  ownership.*'^  A  claim  to  the 
corpus  of  water  of  a  river  was  said  in  the  House  of  Lords  to  be  "so 
repugnant  to  the  general  law  of  rivers  that  it  is  surprising."^ 
Another  case  says:  ''No  one,  therefore,  can  have  an  exclusive  right 
to  the  aggregate  drops  of  water  that  compose  the  mass  thus  flowing, 
without  contravening  one  of  the  most  peremptory  laws  of  nature."  * 
In  the  old  case  of  Shury  v.  Piggott,^^  ogtui  profluens  was  compared 
to  light  and  air,  which  "(m^  invenii  aut  facit  viam.*^  Says  Black- 
stone,  speaking  of  the  very  elements  of  fire  or  light,  of  air  and  of 
water:  "A  man  can  have  no  absolute  permanent  property  in  these, 
as  he  may  in  the  earth  and  land  since  these  are  of  a  vague  and 


4  12  Moore  P.  C.  156,  14  Eng.  Re- 
print, 861. 

5  "There  is  no  material  difference 
between  the  common-law  rule  and  that 
of  the  Roman  and  French  law." 
Fleming  v.  Davis,  37  Tex.  199  (though 
adding  that  irrigation  works  are  usu- 
ally constructed  at  public  expense 
and  under  public  control  in  Europe). 
In  Irwin  v.  Phillips,  5  Cal.  140,  63 
Am.  Dec.  113,  15  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
178,  the  California  court  said  the  com- 
mon law  and  the  civil  law  are  the 
same.  On  the  argument  in  Lux  v. 
Hapgin,  Mr.  Hall  McAllister  read 
passages  of  the  Spanish  law  from 
Eschriche,  and  the  following  colloquy 
occurred  between  him  and  Mr.  Justice 


McEee:  McKee,  J.:  '<What  is  the  dif- 
ference between  that  and  the  common 
lawt"  McAllister:  "There  does  not 
seem  to  be  any  material  difference  so 
far  as  I  can  understand."  An  ex- 
tended note  on  the  modern  civil  law 
of  waters  will  be  found  below,  sec 
1025  et  seq. 

0  See  the  author's  article  in  22 
Harvard  Law  Review,  190.  See 
supra,   cc.  1,  2,  3. 

T  Kidd  V.  Laird,  15  Cal.  161,  76 
Am.  Dec.  472,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  571. 

8  V^hite  V.  White  [1906],  App.  Cas. 
84. 

»  Gibson,  C.  J.,  in  Mayor  v.  Com- 
missioners, 7  Pa.  363. 

10  Poph.  169. 
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fugitive  nature'*;  **  and  it  has  been  said: "  ''The  water  which  they 
claim  a  right  to  take  [from  a  spring]  is  not  the  produce  of  the 
plaintiff's  close;  it  is  not  his  property;  it  is  not  the  subject  of  prop- 
erty. Blackstone,  following  other  elementary  writers,  classes  water 
with  the  elements  of  liprht  and  air."  This  is  the  classification  of  the 
Institutes  above  quoted. 

(3d  €d.) 

§  688.  Same— Publid  Juris,  etc. — Confusion  appears  in  the 
authorities  upon  the.  use  of  the  terms  that  waters  are  "publici 
juris/'  "res  communes,'*  '^honum  vacans.'*^ 

The  proposition  that  water  is  '^publici  juris"  is  borrowed  from 
the  civil  law,  says  Lord  Denman  in  Mason  v.  Hill.**  The  leading 
authority  for  this  statement  is  the  case  of  Liggins  v.  Inge,*^  say- 
ing: **  Water  flowing  in  a  stream,  it  is  well  settled  by  the  law  of 
England,  is  publici  juris.  By  the  Roman  law,  running  water,  light 
and  air  were  considered  as  some  of  those  things  which  had  the  name 
of  res  communes,  and  which  were  defined  'things,  the  property  of 
which  belong  to  no  person,'  etc."  In  the  case  of  Williams  v.  More- 
land,*^  the  expressions  are  used,  ''Flowing  water  is  originally 
publici  juris,"  and  ** running  water  is  not  in  its  nature  private 
property."  In  another  case:  "Flowing  water,  as  well  as  light 
and  air,  are,  in  one  sense,  'publid  juris/  They  are  a  boon  from 
Providence  to  all,  and  differ  only  in  their  mode  of  enjoyment. 
Light  and  air  are  diffused  in  all  directions,  flowing  water  in 
some."" 

It  will  be  noted  that  in  one  of  these  quotations  it  is  said  that 
running  water  is  among  the  *'res  communis/'  and  Blackstone  (be- 
low) says,  ''water  is  common,"  while  Liggins  v.  Inge  uses  this  as 
synonymous  with  '' publici  juris."  ^    But  whether  called  ** publici 


11  Blackstone,  Bk.  II,  c.  XXV,  p. 
395. 

12  Race  ▼.  Ward,  4  El.  k  Bl.  702. 

18  See,  for  example,  Mason  v.  Hill, 

6  Barn.  &  Adol.  1,  110  Eng.  Reprint, 
692;  Embrey  v.  Owen,  6  Ex.  352,  20 
L.  J.  Ex.  212;  Van  Sickle  ▼.  Haines, 

7  Nev.  249,  15  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  503. 
See  snpra,  sees.  5,  6. 

14  5  Bam.  ft  AdoL  1,  110  Eng.  Re- 
print, 692. 

15  [1831]  7  Bing.  692. 

16  [1824]    2    Barn.   &   C.   910,   107 
Eng.  Reprint.  620. 

Water  Righta— 48 


IT  Wood  ▼.  Waud,  3  Ex.  748.  See, 
also,  Manning  y.  Wasdale,  6  Ad.  ft  E., 
758,  at  762. 

1  In  an  old  annotation  to  the  Pan- 
dects of  Justinian  (Pand.  1,  lib.  tit. 
8,  cited  in  Schultes'  Aquatic  Rights, 
p.  65)  the  word  ''public"  is  expresslj 
declared  synonymous  with  "common." 
Sir  Matthew  Hale  .  uses  the  terms 
"publici  juris**  and  "common"  as 
synonymous,  saying  (in  his  Analysis 
of  the  Civil  Part  of  the  Law)  :  "Those 
things  that  are  publici  juris  are  such 
as,  at  least  in  their  own  use,  are  com- 
mon  to  all  the  king's  subjects." 
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juris"  or  '^res  communes,*'  it  is  now  settled  that  either  form  of  ex- 
pression means  only  that  the  carpus  of  naturally  flowing  water  is 
not  the  subject  of  private  ownership,  and  is  not  property  in  any 
sense  of  the  word.  After  setting  this  forth  Lord  Denman  said  in 
Mason  v.  Hill:  "We  think  that  no  other  interpretation  ought  to  be 
put  upon  the  passage  in  Blackstone,  and  that  the  dicta  of  the 
learned  judges  above  referred  to,  in  which  water  is  said  to  be  publici 
juris,  are  not  to  be  understood  in  any  other  than  this  sense.'* 

In  American  cases,  the  phrase  ''puhlici  juris' ^  is  also  used.  In 
a  leading  case  Shaw,  C.  J.,  said:  "The  right  to  the  use  of  flowing 
water  is  publici  juris,  and  common  to  all  the  riparian  proprietors. ' '  - 
Justice  Story  also  said  in  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson'  that  the  water  is 
common  to  all. 

All  these  phrases  are  primarily  nothing  more  than  expression.^ 
of  the  rule  that  the  water  itself  is  not  in  its  nature  private  prop- 
erty while  flowing  naturally,  but  is  in  a  class  with  the  air.  This 
principle,  borrowed  from  the  Institutes,  is  likewise  fundamental  iu 
the  common  law.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  689.  But  One  may  Own  a  Bight  to  Its  Flow  and  Use— The 
Law  Becognizes  a  Usufructuary  Bight. — ^While  the  law  does  not 
regard  the  liquid  itself  as  property  while  flowing  naturally,  any 
more  than  the  air,  it  recognizes,  nevertheless,  a  very  substantial 
right  in  its  flow  and  use;  the  right  to  have  the  liquid  flow  and  to 
use  and  take  of  it;  which  the  law  calls  **the  usufructuary  right,*' 
or  **the  water-right."  In  California  it  has  been  said:  **A  right 
may  be  acquired  to  its  use  which  will  be  regarded  and  protected 
as  property,  but  it  has  been  distinctly  declared  in  several  cases  that 
this  right  carries  with  it  no  specific  property  in  the  water  itself."  •" 
And  says  Blackstone:'  '*For  water  is  a  movable,  wandering  thing, 
and  must  of  necessity  continue  common  by  the  law  of  nature;  so 
that  I  can  only  have  a  temporary  transient  usufructuary  property 
therein."    And  says  Story:''  **But,  strictly  speaking,  he  has  no 

2  10  Cush.  (Mass.)  191,  57  Am.  *  Likewise  under  the  law  of  appro- 
Dec.  85.  See,  also,  Carey  v.  Daniels,  priation,  borrowing  from  the  common 
8  Met.  (Mass.)  466,  41  Am.  Dec.  532  law.  Supra,  Part  I,  and  supra^  sees. 
(Shaw,  C.  J.)  ;  United  States  v.  Con-  276,  277. 

rad  Inv.  Co.  (Or.),  156  Fed.  127.     See  «  Kidd  v.  Laird,   15   Cal.   161,   76 

supra,  sees.  4-6.  Am.  Dec.  742,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  571. 

3  4  Mason.  397,  Ted.  Caa.  No.  I  %  ?^*'^' wmI'  Commentaries,  18. 
lA  Q10  ^^  '  ^  '  7  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4  Mass.  397. 
-^*'^'^^-                                                            Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,312, 
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property  in  the  water  itself,  but  a  simple  use  of  it  while  it  passes 
along."  And  Kent:®  **He  has  no  property  in  the  water  itself  but 
a  simple  usufruct  as  it  passes  along."  In  a  Nebraska  ease  it  is 
said:  **The  law  does  not  recognize  a  riparian  property  right  in  the 
corpus  of  the  water.  The  riparian  proprietor  does  not  own  the 
water.  He  has  the  right  only  to  enjoy  the  advantage  of  a  reason- 
able use  of  the  stream  as  it  flows  by  his  land,  subject  to  a  like  right 
belonging  to  all  other  riparian  proprietors."*  And  a  California 
case  says:  **The  rights  of  a  riparian  owner  ....  do  not  include  a 
proprietorship  in  the  corpus  of  the  water.  His  right  to  the  water 
is  limited  to  its  use,"  etc.*^ 

This  usufructuary  right,  or  '* water-right,"  is  the  substantial 
right  with  regard  to  flowing  waters;  is  the  right  which  is  almost 
invariably  the  subject  matter  over  which  contracts  are  made  and 
litigation  arises.  It  is  not  an  ownership  in  the  water  itself;  it  is 
merely  a  privilege  to  use  the  water,  and  hence  purely  incorporeal}^ 

The  term  ^'usufruct"  is  taken  from  the  civil  law.^* 

CSd  ed.) 

§  690.    When  Taken  into  Possession,  the  Substance  Becomes 

Private  Property. — The  law  of  watercourses  (borrowing  from  the 
civil  law;  is  but  a  development  of  the  transition  from  nobody's 
property  to  private  property,  by  capture  and  severance  from  the 
natural  stream.  While  naturally  flowing  the  substance  is  in  the 
''negative  community"  and  not  property.  The  right  may  exist  to 
have  its  flow  and  use,  and  to  take  of  it  (called  usufructuary).  Any 
part  taken  is  the  private  property  of  the  taker  while  in  his  posses- 
sion. 

Following  the  particles  of  the  liquid  from  the  stream  into  a 
ditch,  or  other  artificial  structure,  there  then  has  come  a  change 
in  the  ** wandering"  (as  Blackstone  says)  of  the  liquid  that  has 
been  taken  into  the  ditch.  It  is  like  the  change  regarding  wild 
birds  caught  in  a  snare,  wild  animals  caged,  fish  caught  in  nets. 
Before  capture,  none  of  these  is  regarded  as  property,  real  or  per- 
sonal ;  being  wandering,  ownerless  things ;  while  wandering  at  large 

8  3  Com.  Marg.,  p.  439.  proprietor  owning   both  banks:  "It  in 

9  Crawford  v.  Hathaway,  67  Neb.  not  his  own  as  to  property,  but  only 
325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647.  93  N.  W.  as  to  the  use  which  he  can  make  of  it 
781,  60  L.  R.  A.  889.  in  its  passage."     Authorities  are  given 

10  Gould  V.  Eaton,  117  Cal.  542,  49      fully  si^pra,  c.  2. 

Pac.  577,  38  L.  R.  A.  181.     Compare  n  Swift  v.  Goodrich,  70  Cal.   103, 

the  Mexican  law  (Hall's  Mexican  Law,       11  Pac.  561. 

8ec.    1392),    speaking    of    a    riparian  12  Supra,  see.  17. 
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they  are  nobody's  property;  but  after  capture,  they  become  the 
private  property  of  the  taker.  So  with  the  particles  of  water  that 
have  passed  into  private  control  in  a  reservoir,  ditch  or  other  artifi- 
cial structure  or  appliance.  The  particles  have  been  taken  from 
their  natural  haunts,  so  to  speak,  and  passed  into  private  possession 
and  control,  and  become  private  property." 

This  is  well  recognized  in  the  civil  law,^*  and  the  common  law 
is  stated  in  identical  terms.  **None  can  have  any  property  in  the 
water  itself,  except  in  the  particular  portion  which  he  may  choose 
to  abstract  from  the  stream,  and  take  into  his  possession,  and  that 
during  the  time  of  his  possession  only.'*"^  And  Blackstone" 
classes  naturally  running  water  with  *'the  very  elements*'  of 
fire,  light,  and  air,  and  with  ''the  generality  of  those  animals 
which  are  said  to  be  ferae  naturae,  or  of  a  wild  and  un- 
tamable disposition,"  which  may  become  a  man's  property  by  cap- 
ture. As  to  water,  a  man  takes  it  into  his  possession,  Blackstone 
says,  by  his  mills  or  other  conveniences.  The  comparison  to  animals 
ferae  naturae  is  also  made  by  Judge  Field  in  a  passage  elsewhere 
quoted,*'^  and  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  terms  running 
water  a  *  *  mineral  feras  naturae, ' '  *®  Chancellor  Kent  says :  ^*  *  *  The 
elements  of  air,  light,  and  water  are  the  subjects  of  qualified  prop- 
erty by  occupancy,"  and  then,  in  the  same  paragraph,  proceeds  to 
the  law  of  wild  animals,  as  based  on  the  same  principle.  Many 
more  authorities  are  elsewhere  given.^ 

The  rights  one  can  have  in  naturally  running  water  are  thus  that 
of  having  it  flow  to  him,  and  of  using  it  and  taking  it  into  his 
possession,  thereby  making  private  property  of  a  part  of  it,  during 
the  time  he  holds  it  in  his  possession.  The  theory  is  clearly  put  by 
the  California  court,  saying:  **He  does  not  own  the  corpus  of  the 
water,  but  incident  to  his  riparian  right  is  the  right  to  appropriate 
a  certain  portion  of  it.  It  is  only,  I  think,  by  some  species  of  ap- 
propriation that  one  can  ever  be  said  to  have  title  to  the  corpus 
of  the  water.  The  right  of  the  riparian  owner  is  to  the  continuous 
flow  with  a  usufructuary  right  to  the  water,  provided  he  returns 
it  to  the  stream  above  his  lower  boundary,  and  the  right,  as  I 
have  said,  to  make  a  complete  appropriation  of  some  of  it."  * 

18  Authorities  are  cited  supra,  c.  3.  18  Supra,  sec.  33. 

14  Supra,  sec.  31.  19  Pt.  V,  c.  XXXV,  p.  347. 

15  Baron  Parke  in  Embrey  ▼.  Owen,  20  Supra,  c.  3. 

6  Ex.  352,  20  L.  J.  Ex.  212.  l  Vernon  Irr.   Co.  v.  Los  Angeles, 

le  Bk.  II,  pp.  14,  395.  106  Cal.  237,  256,  39  Pac.  762. 

17  Supra,  sec.  33. 
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It  remains  only  to  be  said  that  this  private  property  in  the  corpus 
of  the  water  severed  from  the  stream  is  based  entirely  on  posses- 
sion and  control  of  the  particles,  and  ceases  when  the  possession 
and  control  cease.  It  is  lost  by  escape  of  the  water  or  its  aban- 
donment; whereupon  the  particles  again  cease  to  be  his  property, 
and  are  again  nobody's  property.^  The  complete  "life  history"  of 
any  specific  particle  of  the  water  as  distinguished  from  a  usufruct 
in  the  stream  is  hence  contained  in  the  following  passage  in  Black- 
stone  :  • 

''But,  after  all,  there  are  some  few  things,  which,  notwithstand- 
ing the  general  introduction  and  continuance  of  property,  must 
still  unavoidably  remain  in  common;  being  such  wherein  nothing 
but  a  usufructuary  property  is  capable  of  being  had;  and,  there- 
fore, they  belong  to  the  first  occupant,  during  the  time  he  holds 
possession  of  them,  and  no  longer.  Such  (among  others)  are  the 
elements  of  light,  air  and  water;  which  a  man  may  occupy  by 
means  of  his  windows,  his  gardens,  his  mills,  and  other  conveniences ; 
such  also,  are  the  generality  of  those  animals  which  are  said  to  be 
ferae  naturae,  or  of  a  wild  and  untamable  disposition,  which  any 
man  may  seize  upon  and  keep  for  his  own  use  or  pleasure.  All 
these  things,  so  long  as  they  remain  in  possession,  every  man  has  a 
right  to  enjoy  without  disturbance;  but  if  once  they  escape  from 
his  custody,  or  he  voluntarily  abandons  the  use  of  them,  they  return 
to  the  common  stock,  and  any  man  else  has  an  equal  right  to  seize 
and  enjoy  them  afterward." 

To  avoid  misunderstanding,  it  must  be  well  noted  that  this  pas- 
sage distinguishes  the  corpxis  of  water  from  the  usufructuary  right 
in  the  stream,  and  that  when  Blackstone  here  says  that  every  man 
has  an  equal  right  to  seize  and  enjoy,  he  is  referring  to  the  par- 
ticles or  drops,  which  no  man  can  trace  or  identify  as  having  been 
formerly  in  his  possession,  and  which  consequently,  he  can  lay  no 
claim  to  because  of  such  former  possession.  Instead,  anyone  to 
whom  the  abandoned  particles  come  may  seize  and  use  them  in  the 
same  manner  as  any  other  particles,  and  under  the  same  considera- 
tions as  govern  his  right  to  such  other.  The  escaped  or  abandoned 
particles  pass  under  any  usufruct  that  may  exist  in  the  stream  thej' 
have  mixed  with,  be  the  owners  of  that  usufruct  who  they  may 
and  without,  for  the  present  purpose,  specifying  who  the  owners 
of  the  usufruct  may  be.    The  statement  applies  only  to  the  corpus 

2  Supra,  sec.  37,  »  Bk.  II,  p.  14. 
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of  the  water  (the  ownership  of  the  usufruct  we  shall  deal  with 
shortly),  and  shows  how  the  corpus  is  not  property  while  flowing 
naturally,  is  private  property  during  capture,  and  again  ceases  to 
be  property  when  possession  ceases. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  891.  Systems  of  Water  Law  are  but  a  Development  of  These 
Three  ' '  First  Principles ' ' : 

a.  The  running  water  of  natural  streams  is,  as  a  corpus,  the  prop- 
erty of  no  one. 

6.  The  substantial  property  right  recognized  by  the  law  is  the 
usufruct  of  the  stream — the  right  to  the  flow  and  use  of  the  natiiral 
resource. 

c.  Any  specific  portion  of  the  water  severed  from  the  stream 
and  reduced  to  possession  is  private  property  as  a  corpus  (while  so 
held  in  possession  only).* 

A  much  fuller  statement  of  these  principles  will  be  found  in  the 
first  three  chapters  of  this  book.* 

Systems  of  water  laws  are  but  a  development  of  the  questions, 
who  may  thus  take  of  the  water  and  make  it  his  own,  and  subject  to 
what  limitations.  There  are  several  possible  answers,  with  one  of 
which  we  have  already  dealt.  It  is  the  most  obvious  answer,  namely, 
that  the  substance  being  without  an  owner,  the  first  to  take  it  shall 
have  the  exclusive  right  to  continue  taking  it ;  that  is,  shaU  have  not 
only  a  property  in  the  corpus  actually  taken,  but  also  an  exclusive 
property  in  the  usufruct  of  the  stream ;  being  the  answer  of  the  old 
English  cases  and  of  the  modem  Western  law  of  appropriation. 
A  second  answer,  that  of  the  conmion  law  since  Mason  v.  Hill,  we 
proceed  to  set  forth. 

B.     ACCESS  TO  THE  STEEAM. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  692.  None  but  Riparian  Proprietors  have  Access  to  the 
Stream. — At  the  time  the  riparian  right  came  up  for  its  real  set- 
tlement in  Mason  v.  Hill,  the  situation  was  presented  of  this  sub- 
stance, said  to  be  without  an  owner,  flowing  entirely  through  pri- 
vate estates.  In  England  land  has  been  in  private  ownership 
for  centuries.  All  streams,  though  not  themselves  a  thing  that 
could  be  owned,  were  absolutely  inclosed  on  all  sides  by  privately 

4  When  possession  is  again  lost  bj  abandonment  or  escape,  see  see.  37,  Mfpra. 
B  Eepecially  sec.  63,  supra. 
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•Owned  land.    The  owners  of  the  inclosing  land  hence  alone  had 
access  to  the  water. 


(3d  €d.) 

§  693.  Same. — ^Having  alone  the  access,  the  riparian  proprie- 
tors alone  have  the  right  to  take  of  the  water.*  The  stream  being 
absolutely  inclosed  between  private  estates,  the  common  law  in 
this,  as  in  all  its  branches,  is  zealous  to  protect  those  estates.  It 
is  in  the  protection  of  landed  proprietors  that  the  common  law 
had  its  birth.  Land  has  always  been  a  subject  upon  which  the 
English  common  law  looked  as  of  primary  impor^nce,  one  of  the 
attributes  of  which  is  the  fundamental  right  to  protection  against 
trespass.  All  but  riparian  proprietors  were  thus  shut  out  from  the 
stream,  for  all  others  would  have  to  trespass  on  the  riparian  es- 
tates to  reach  it;  and  the  law  prohibited  the  trespass  for  this  or 
any  other  purpose.  ''It  is  quite  impossible  to  contend  that  a  man 
can  obtain  a  title  by  entering  the  close  of  another,  tapping  a  spring 
there,  and  conveying  the  water  away  to  his  own  premises  by  a 
drain.  "•  The  law  of  riparian  rights  grows  out  of  this  exclusion 
of  nonriparian  owners  because  they  have  no  access  to  the  water. 
The  right  of  access  is,  in  the  end,  a  determinative  factor  in  all 
systems  of  water  law.'' 

Lawful  access  was  given  by  the  ownership  of  riparian  land,  and 
being  so  given,  was  equally  afforded  to  all  the  riparian  owners, 
since  all  have  an  equal,.right  to  access.®  They  all  consequently  have 
the  same  and  equal  right  to  take  and  use  the  water.  There  is  a 
perfect  equality  of  right  among  all  the  proprietors,  says  Justice 
Story.®  Any  damage  which  one  may  occasion  to  the  equal  privilege 
of  another  must  be  excused,  if  at  all,  only  by  the  reasonable  use 
of  his  own  (the  riparian)  land  which  gives  the  acdess,  and  this 
prohibits  nonriparian  use  even  by  a  riparian  proprietor  or  his 
grantee. 


6  Baron  Parke,  in  Cocker  v.  Cow- 
per,  5  Tyrw.  103.  See  Mr.  Justice 
Henshaw's  opinion  in  Bolsa  etc.  Club 
.  V.  Burdick,  151  Cal.  254,  90  Pac.  532, 
12  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  275,  quoted  9upra, 
sec.  225. 

^  Cf.,  supra,  sec.  221;  infra,  sec. 
1103  et  seq.  "All  streams  are  puhlici 
juris,  and  all  the  water  flowing  down 
any  stream  is  for  the  common  use  of 
mankind  who  live  on  the  banks  of  the 


stream.**  James,  L.  J.,  in  Wilts  & 
Berks  Canal  Co.  v.  Swindon  W.  W.  Co., 
L.  R.  9  Ch.,  at  p.  457.  "Should  any 
other  person  attempt  to  exercise  the 
same  right  without  permission  of  the 
owner,  he  would  be  a  trespasser.'^ 
Gould  V.  Hudson  etc.  Co.,  6  N.  Y.  542. 

8  Infra,  sec.  739. 

9  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason,  397, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,312. 
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By  contrast  to  the  landed  situation  in  England  at  the  time  of 
Mason  y.  Hill,  the  vast  unoccupied  vacancy  of  the  public  domain 
in  the  Pacific  States  at  the  time  the  pioneers  came  to  California 
is  striking.  The  streams,  instead  of  being  absolutely  inclosed  be- 
tween private  estates,  were  absolutely  open  and  uninclosed,  for  pri- 
vate  proprietors  did  not  exist.  Hence  it  was  that  the  California 
court  felt  free  to  depart  from  the  conunon  law  as  concerned  streams 
on  the  public  domain,  saying  in  the  original  precedent:  ^^  ''It  must 
be  premised  that  it  is  admitted  on  all  sides  that  the  mining  claims 
in  controversy,  and  the  lands  through  which  the  stream  runs,  and 
through  which  the  canal  passes,  are  a  part  of  the  public  domain,  to 
which  there  is  no  claim  of  private  proprietorship."  There  was  free 
access  to  the  streams  to  all.^^  And  as  the  inclosing  land  has  become 
private  in  California,  restricting  this  free  access,  the  common  law  of 
riparian  rights  has  there  returned.  (And  even  under  the  Colorado 
doctrine,  as  the  bordering  lauds  are  withdrawn  under  the  policy  of 
conservation,  or  by  patent  to  private  settlers,  time  will  inevitably 
produce  a  marked  effect  upon  the  law  of  appropriation  there,  for 
access  to  the  streams  is  a  determining  factor  in  all  systems  of  water 
law.i2) 

(3d  ed.) 

§  684.  Same. — ^No  higher  authority  concerning  the  nature  of 
the  riparian  right  can  be  quoted  than  Baron  Parke  in  Embrey  v. 
Owen^  (he  had  also  taken  part  in  the  judgment  in  Mason  v. 
Hill),  in  a  passage  classical  upon  the  subject,  placing  the  riparian 
right  as  the  right  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  the  privilege  (the  usufruct) 
which  his  right  of  access  gives  to  the  riparian  proprietor,  and  there- 
by to  take  into  his  own  possession  and  make  his  private  property 
a  portion  of  what  is  to  be  taken  by  all  having  equally  the  right 
of  access." 

**The  law  as  to  flowing  water  is  now  put  on  its  right  footing 
by  a  series  of  cases,  beginning  with  that  of  Wright  v.  Howard,**^ 
followed  by  Mason  v.    Hill,^®  and   ending  with   that  of  Wood  v. 

10  Irwin  v.  Phillips,  5  Cal.  140,  63  Droit  Civile  Prancais,  by  Aubrey  ft 
Am.  Dec.  113,  15  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  178.      Ban,  4th  ed.,  vol.  Ill,  p.  46. 

11  Note,   also,   that   the   Code   Na-  12  Supr<i,  sec.  221  et  seq. 
poleon    (quoted   supra)    likewise    ex-  13  6  Ex.  352,  20  L.  J.  Ex.  212. 
cepts  streams  on  the  public  domain  ^^  Italics  ours. 

"The  waters  mentioned  in  articles  644  ,.  ,  a-      jl  a   ioa 

and  645  [of  the  Code  Napoleon]  are,  ^^  1  oi™-  *  S-  l^^- 

to  the  exclusion  of  all  others,  the  nat-  i«  3  Barn.  &  Adol.  304,  110  Eng. 

ural    streams    that   do   not   form   de-  Beprint,  114;  5  Barn.  &  Adol.  1,  110 

pciidcncea    of     the    publio    domain,"  Bug.  Beprint,  692. 


t  695  Ch.  29.    THEOEY  OP  THE  COMMON  LAW.      (3d  ed.)  761 

Waud,"  aDd  is  fully  settled  in  the  American  courts."  The  right 
to  have  the  stream  flow  in  its  natural  state,  without  diminution  or 
alteration,  is  an  incident  to  the  property  in  the  land  through  which 
it  passes;  but  flowing  water  is  publid  juris,  not  in  the  sense  that 
it  is  a  banum  vacans,  to  which  the  first  occupant  may  acquire  an 
exclusive  right,  but  that  it  is  public  and  common  in  this  sense  only ; 
that  all  may  reasonably  use  it  who  have  a  right  of  access  to  it; 
that  none  can  have  any  property  in  the  water  itself,  except  in  the 
particular  portion  which  he  may  choose  to  abstract  from  the  stream 
and  take  into  his  possession,  and  that  during  the  time  of  his  pos- 
session only.^®  But  each  proprietor  of  the  adjacent  land  has  the 
right  to  the  usufruct  of  the«stream  which  flows  through  it.  This 
right  to  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  water  flowing  %>ast  his  land 
is  not  an  absolute  and  exclusive  right  to  the  flow  of  all  the  water  in 
its  natural  state.  If  it  were,  the  argument  of  the  learned  counsel, 
that  every  abstraction  of  it  would  give  a  cause  of  action,  would  be 
irrefragable ;  but  it  is  a  right  only  to  the  flow  of  the  water,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  it,  subject  to  the  similar  rights,  of  all  the  proprietors 
of  the  bank  on  each  side  to  the  reasonable  enjoyment  of  the  same 
gift  of  Providence.  It  is  only,  therefore,  for  an  unreasonable  and 
unauthorized  use  of  this  common  benefit  that  an  action  will  lie; 
for  such  a  use  it  will."  '   . 

Likewise  it  is  said  in  another  leading  case  that  in  the  case  of  a 
grant  of  land  on  a  stream,  ''the  grantee  obtains  a  right  of  access 
to  the  river,  and  t^  is  by  virtue  Of  that  right  of  access  that  he  ob- 
tains his  water-rights,'*^  And  in  Lyon  v.  Fishmongers'  Com- 
pany** Lord  Selborne  said  the  water  "can  only  be  appropriated  by 
severance,  and  which  may  be  lawfully  so  appropriated  by  everyone 
having  a  right  of  access  to  it."^ 

This  is  the  same  as  the  civil  law  above  quoted. 

(dd  «d.) 

§  606.    Same. — Since  the   foregoing   appeared  in  the   second 

edition  of  this  book  it  has  been  explicitly  adopted  in  California 

cases.    For  example,  **A11  parties  hav^ing  access  to  it  would  have 

the  right  to  reasonably  use  if;  and  again,  in  the  same  case:  **This 

right  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  water  is  then  in  his  land,  so 

17  3  Ex.  748.  20  Stockport  W.  W.  Co.  v.  Potter, 

18  Citing  3  Kent's  Commentaries,  3  Hurl.  &  C.  300,  10  Jur.,  N.  S.,  1005. 
439,  445.  21  L.  B.  1  App.  Cas.  673. 

19  Citing  Mason  v.  Hill,  5  Barn.  &  22  Quoted  at  length,  infra,  sec.  698. 
Adol.  24,  110  Eng.  Beprint,  692. 
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that  he  may  take  it  without  trespassing  upon  his  neighbor.  His 
ownership  of  the  land  carries  with  it  all  the  natural  advantages 
of  its  situation,  and  the  right  to  a  reasonable  use  of  the  land  and 
everything  it  contains,  limited  only  by  the  operation  of  the  maxim 
'Sic  utere  tuo  ut  alienum  non  laedas/  It  is  upon  this  principle 
that  the  law  of  riparian  rights  is  founded,"  etc.  Adding  that 
such  waters  **  should  be  considered  a  common  supply,  in  which  all 
who  by  their  natural  sittuition  have  access  to  it  have  a  common 
right/'  etc.23 

It  is  a  matter  stated  in  many  authorities.^^ 


23  Hudson  V.  Dailejr,  156  Cal.  617, 
105  P&c.  748,  per  Mr.  Justice  Shaw. 

24  That  the  riparian  right  to  the 
use  of  a  watercourse  arises  out  of  the 
exclusion  of  nonriparian  owners  be- 
cause their  lands  have  no  access  to 
the  stream  is  more  or  less  involved  in 
the  following  authorities:  Lyon  v. 
Fishmongers'  Co.,  L.  B.  1  App.  Cas. 
673;  Embrejr  v.  Owen,  6  Ex.  352,  20 
L.  J.  Ex.  212;  Cocker  v.  Cowper,  5 
Tyrw.  103 ;  Race  v.  Ward,  4  El.  &  Bl, 
710;  Stockport  W.  W.  v.  Potter,  3 
Hurl.  &  C.  300,  10  Jur.,  N.  S.,  1005; 
Lord  V.  Commissioners,  12  Moore  P. 
C.  473,  14  Eng.  Reprint,  991;  North 
Shore  Ry.  Co.  v.  Pion,  L.  R.  14  App. 
Cas.  612;  McCartney  v.  Londonderry 
etc.  Ry.  Co.  [1904],  App.  Cas.  301 
(per  Lord  Macnaughten) ;  Nelson,  J., 
in  Howard  v.  IngersoU,  13  How.  (IT. 
S.)  426,  14  L.  Ed.  209;  Haupt's  Ap- 
peal, 125  Pa.  211,  17  Atl.  436,  3  L.  R. 
A.  536;  Gould  v.  Hudson  etc.  Co.,  6 
N.  Y.  542;  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69  Cal. 
255,  at  333  and  413,  10  Pac.  674; 
Heilbron  v.  Fowler  etc.  Co.,  75  Cal. 
426,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  183,  17  Pac.  535; 
Lembeck  v.  Nye,  47  Ohio  St.  336,  21 
Am.  St.  Rep.  828,  at  836,  24  N.  E. 
686,  8  L.  R.  A.  578 ;  City  of  Paterson 
V.  East  Jersey  W.  Co.,  74  N.  J.  Eq. 
49,  70  Atl.  472;  Bingham  Bros.  v. 
Port  Arthur  etc.  Co.  (Tex.  Civ.  App.), 
91  S.  W.  848.  100  Tex.  192,  97  S.  W. 
686,  13  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  656;  Lewis 
on  Eminent  Domain,  sees.  78-82 ;  and 
especially  sec.  83;  Burr  v.  Maelay 
Rancho,  154  Cal.  428,  98  Pac.  260; 
Turner  v.  James  Canal  Co.,  155  Cal. 
82,  132  Am.  St.  Rep.  59,  99  Pac.  520, 
22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  401,  17  Ann.  Cas. 
823;  Hudson  v.  Dailey,  156  Cal.  617, 
105  Pac.  748;  Bolsa  etc.  Club  v.  Bur- 


dick,  151  Cal.  254,  90  Pac.  532,  12 
L.  'R.  A,,  N.  S.,  275. 

In  Haupt's  Appeal,  125  Pa.  211,  17 
Atl.  436,  it  is  said:  ''In  the  case  of 
a  river  or  public  highway,  aU  the 
people  of  the  State  have  access  to  it, 
may  ride  over  it,  and  use  the  water. 
Not  so  a  private  river.  In  such  a  case 
no  one  can  use  it  or  take  the  water 
except  at  a  public  crossing.  There 
the  traveler  may  stop,  refresh  himself, 
and  water  his  horse.  The  water  h€is 
no  owner,  and  he  impairs  no  man's 
right.  But  except  at  public  crossings, 
such  as  a  road  or  a  street,  no  one  but 
a  riparian  owner  can  use  the  water, 
not  because  the  latter  has  any  owner- 
ship in  it,  hut  because  the  stranger 
has  no  right  of  access  to  it.  There 
can  be  no  such  thing  as  ownership  in 
flowing  water.  The  riparian  owner 
may  use  it  as  it  flows.  He  may  dip  it 
up  and  become  the  owner  by  confining 
it  in  barrels  or  tanks;  but  so  long  as 
it  flows  it  is  as  free  to  all  as  the  light 
and  the  air.  It  follows  from  what 
has  been  said  that  dwellers  in  towns 
and  villages  watered  by  a  stream  may 
use  the  water  as  well  as  the  riparian 
owner,  provided  they  have  access  to 
the  stream  by  means  of  a  public  high- 
way" (and  it  seems  proper  to  add,  do 
no  present  or  prospective  damage  to 
the  riparian  proprietor). 

After  discussing  the  meaning  of 
"pub  lid  juris,**  one  well-known  case 
says:  "Its  use,  for  instance,  in  pro- 
pelling machinery,  cannot  be  obtained 
by  any  person,  but  one  who  owns  the 
land  which  the  water  covers,  or  which 
forms  its  banks,  or  by  one  to  whom 
such  proprietor  grants  it;  because  it 
is  physically  impossible  to  get  the 
water  in  any  other  way/*    Pugh  v. 
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C.    THE  KIPAEIAN  BIGHT   DOES   NOT   REST   UPON   THE   MAXIM 

CUJU8  EST   SOLUM. 
(3d  «d.) 

§  696.  The  Cujus  est  Solum  Doctrine.— Resting  on  high  au- 
thority, as  the  foregoing  basis  of  the  doctrine  does,  and  harmonizing 
with  the  decisions  historically  considered,  there  is  yet  a  different 
basis  frequently  ascribed  to  the  doctrine.  This  other  founds  the 
doctrine  not  on  the  principle  that  flowing  waters  as  a  substance 
belong  to  no  one  until  actually  taken  by  those  having  the  right  of 
access,  but  on  the  contrary  principle,  that  the  riparian  proprietor 
has  actual  ownership  in  the  stream  as  part  of  his  estate  under  the 
maxim,  '^Cujus  est  solum  ejus  est  usque  ad  caelum.**  The  term 
^*land"  does  not  include  running  water  under  the  former  doctrine; 
whereas,  under  the  latter,  the  stream  is  an  owned  corpus  as  part  of 
the  land. 

A  rule  of  the  common  law  long  established  that  ''land"  compre- 
hends all  that  rests  upon  it,  including  the  trees  and  stones  and 
waters.  The  classical  statement  of  this  is  the  following  passage 
from  Lord  Coke:  "Land  in  legal  signification  comprehendeth  any 
ground,  soil   or  earth   whatsoever,  to  meadows,    pastures,  woods. 


Wheelef,  2  Dev.  &  B.  (N.  C.)  50  (cit- 
ing Mason  v.  Hill),  Ruffin,  C.  J. 

Another  important  case  says: 
*'While  it  remains  in  the  field  where  it 
issues  forth,  in  the  absence  of  any 
servitude  or  custom  giving  a  right  to 
others,  the  owner  of  the  neld,  and  he 
only,  has  a  right  to  appropriate  it; 
for  no  one  eUe  can  do  so  without 
committing  a  trespass  upon  the  field; 
but  when  it  has  left  his  field,  he  has 
no  more  power  over  it,  or  interest  in 
it,  than  any  other  stranger."  Lord 
Campbell,  C.  J.,  in  Race  v.  Ward,  4 
El.  &  Bl.  710. 

"No  proprietor  has  a  right  to  use 
the  water  to  the  prejudice  of  other 
proprietors,  above  or  below,  unless  he 
has  acquired  a  prior  right  to  divert  it. 
(Evidently  referring  to  prescription.] 
He  has  no  property  in  the  water  itself 
hut  a  simple  usufruct  while  it  passes 
along.  Anyone  may  reasonably  use  it 
nho  has  a  right  of  access  to  it;  but 
no  one  can  set  up  a  claim  to  an  ex- 
clusive right  to  the  flow  of  all  the 
water  in  its  natural  state,  and  that 
what  he  may  not  wish  to  use  himself 
shall  flow  on  till  lost  in  the  ocean." 
Nelson,  J.,  in  Howard  v.  Ingersoll,  13 
How.  426,  14  L.  Ed.  209. 


"It  comes  from  the  situation  of  the 
land  with  respect  to  the  water,  the 
opportunity  afforded  thereby  to  divert 
and  use  the  water  upon  the  land,  the 
natural  advantages  and  benefits  re- 
sulting from  the  relative  positions, 
and  the  presumption  that  the  owner 
of  the  land  acquired  it  with  a  view 
to  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  these  op- 
portunities, advantages  and  benefits." 
Turner  v.  James  Canal  Co.,  155  Cal. 
82,  132  Am.  St.  Rep.  59,  99  Pac.  520, 
22  L.  B.  A.,  N.  8.,  401,  17  Ann.  Cas. 
823. 

Under  the  Scotch  law,  "The  rights 
of  parties  in  private  streams  of  water 
depend  upon  their  relative  situations." 
Ferguson  on  the  Law  of  Water  in 
Scotland,  p.  199.  Under  the  Mexican 
law,  "the  waters  of  innavigable  riv- 
ers, while  they  continued  such,  were 
subject  to  the  common  use  of  all  who 
could  legally  gain  access  to  them  for 
purposes  necessary  to  the  support  of 
life."  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69*  Cal.  255, 
10  Pac.  674. 

As  to  navigable  streams  a  Califor- 
nia case  says:  "But  as  these  so-called 
navigable  waters  are  wholly  sur- 
rounded by  the  lands  of  plaintiff,  and 
as   it   is   not    asserted,    and    indeed 
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moors,  waters,  marshes,  furses  and  heath,"  ^  discussing  the  meaning 
of  ''land/'  adding  in  the  same  note:  ''Also  the  waters  that  yield 
fish  for  the  food  and  sustenance  of  man  are  not  by  that  name 
demandable  in  a  praecipe;  but  the  land  whereupon  the  water 
floweth  or  standeth  is  demandable,  as,  for  example,  viginti  acr<is 
terrae  aqua  coopetias.  And  lastly  the  earth  hath  in  law  a  great 
extent  upward,  not  only  of  water,  as  hath  been  said,  but  of  acre 
and  all  things  even  up  to  heaven;  for  cujus  est  solum  ejus  est' 
usque  ad  caelum,  as  is  holden  in  14  Hen.  8,  f  o.  12 ;  22  Hen.  6,  59 ; 
lOEdw.  4, 14."» 

But  this  is  all  that  can  be  found  upon  the  subject  of  waters  ir 
Lord  Coke,  and  nothing  applying  it  to  the  use  of  waters  or  at  all 
touching  riparian  rights  can  be  found.  The  application  of  that 
principle  to  the  rights  of  riparian  proprietors  is  usually,  though 
erroneously,  ascribed  to  Justice  Story  in  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  say- 
ing: **Prim4i  facie  every  proprietor  upon  each  bank  of  a  river  is 
entitled  to  the  land,  covered  with  water,  in  front  of  his  bank,  to 
the  middle  thread  of  the  stream,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  expressed, 
u^que  ad  medium  fUum  aquae.  In  virtue  of  this  ownership  he 
has  a  right  to  the  use  of  the  water  flowing  over  it  in  its  natural 
current,  without  diminution  or  obstruction.  But,  strictly  speak- 
ing, he  has  no  property  in  the  water  itself,  but  a  simple  u^e  of  it 
while  it  passes  along/' ^ 

This  statement  by  Story,  it  is  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Yale,^  is  but  a 
restatement  of  the  then  recent  English  case  of  Wright  v.  Howard,* 
where  the  words  used  were,  ^^  Prima  facie,  the  proprietor  of  each 
bank  of  a  stream  is  the  proprietor  of  half  the  land  covered  by  the 
stream,  but  there  is  no  property  in  the  water."  This,  instead  of 
identifying  ownership  of  the  bed  and  of  the  water,  is,  on  the  con- 
trary, put  for  the  purpose  of  denying  such  doctrine ;  meaning  that 
one  cannot  claim  ownership  in  the  substance  merely  because  he 
owns  the  bed;  that  the  right  is  independent  of  title  to  the  bed  of 

it  would  require  much  rashness  and  l  See    Blackstone's     comments    on 

temerity  to   assert,   that    the    public  this  passage  in  2  Blackstone's  Ck}m- 

has  a  right  to  invade  and  cross  private  mentaries,  18. 

lands    to    reach   navigable   waters,    a  2  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason,  397, 

lawful  mode  of  ingress  and  approach  Fed.   Cas.   No.    14^12.     Italics   ours. 

to  these  navigable  waters  became  nee-  3  Yale  on  Mining  Claims  and  Water 

essary."     Mr.    Justice     Henshaw,    in  Rights,  p.  217. 

Bolsa  etc.  Co.  v.  Burdick,  151  Cal.  254,  4  i  Sim.  &  8.  203,  57  Eng.  Reprint, 

90  Pac.  532.                                       '  78. 

25  Coke    on   Littleton,   lib.   cap.    1, 
sees.  1,  4a.     Italics  ours. 
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the  stream  and  not  concerned  therewith;  and  a  denial  that  the 
right  to  the  water  rested  on  ownership  of  the  bed.  In  Mason  v. 
Hill,  holding  the  water  not  to  be  property  at  all,  this  case 
is  referred  to  as  '*a  luminous  judgment."  In  Webb  v.  Portland 
Cement  Co.*  Justice  Story  himself  says  that  his  remarks  in  Tyler 
r.  Wilkinson  were  taken  from  Wright  v.  Howard,  and  says  **the 
right  of  a  riparian  proprietor  arises  by  mere  operation  of  law,  as 
an  incident  to  his  ownership  of  the  bank.**  From  this  history  of 
Story's  words,  as  well  as  the  intrinsic  evidence  of  his  passage  itself, 
it  has  clearly  been  misinterpreted  when  taken  as  the  foundation 
of  the  doctrine  that  the  riparian  right  arises  from  ownership  of 
the  land  over  which  the  water  flows,  by  an  application  of  the  ^^cujus 
est  solum"  doctrine.  Story's  words  were  quoted  on  argument  in 
an  early  English  Privy  Council  case.  The  following  is  the  com- 
ment thereon  in  the  decision:  **The  argument  in  opposition  to  this 
[claim  as  riparian  proprietor],  was,  that  in  respect  to  water-rights, 
a  riparian  owner  was  only  one  who  was  also  the  owner  of  the  soil 
€td  medium  filum  aquae.  Their  Lordships  do  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  express  any  opinion  on  the  first  step  in  this  argument 
[holding  that  title  in  the  case  did  extend  to  the  middle  of  the  stream 
on  the  facts].  They  desire  only  that  it  may  not  be  taken  for 
granted  that  they  accede  to  it.  It  is  a  question  of  some  nicety,  and 
it  so  constantly  happens  that  the  owner  of  the  bank  is  also  the 
owner  of  the  land  ad  medium  filum,  that  it  is  dangerous  to  attribute 
too  much  importance  to  the  language  either  of  judicial  decisions 
or  text-books,  which  seem  to  define  the  right  where  the  foundation 
of  it  has  not  been  specifically  in  question.  "• 


8  3  Sum.  189,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  17,322. 

«  Lord  V.  Commissioners  of  Sydney, 
12  Moore  P.  C.  473,  14  Eng.  Reprint, 
991.  In  Angell  on  Watercourses,  7th 
ed.,  section  5  (italics  ours),  it  is  said: 
**Tiie  right  of  private  property  in  a 
Tvatercourse  is  derived  as  a  corporeal 
right  or  hereditament,  from,  or  is 
embraced  by,  the  ownership  of  the  soil 

over  which  it  naturally  passes 

A  stream  *of  water  is  therefore  as 
much  the  property  of  the  owner  of  the 
Qoil  over  which  it  passes  as  the  stones 
scattered  over  it."  And  in  a  note  it 
is  said:  "That  a  river,  of  common 
right,  belonf^s  to  the  proprietors  of 
the  land  between  which  it  runs,  to 
each  that  part  nearest  his  land.  [Ex- 
pressly   denied    by   Justice    Story   in 


Webb  V.  Portland  Cement  Co.,  supra. 
See,  also,  Moulton  v.  Newburyport  Co., 
137  Mass.  163,  holding  that  riparian 
owners  do  not  own  one-half  each,  of 
the  water,  by  sides.]  This  has  been 
frequently,  if  not  uniformly,  adopted 
as  the  established  rule.  It  is  derived 
mainly  from  the  rule  that  the  riparian 
proprietor  is  owner  of  the  soil  under 
the  water,  and  by  the  general  law  of 
property  becomes  entitled  as  of  right 
to  all  accessions.^'  (Id.  8.)  The  cor- 
pus of  the  water  is  here  regarded  as 
property,  the  particles  being  regarded 
as  accessions,  in  conflict  with  the  usu- 
fructuary principle,  which  denies  that 
the   naturally   flowing    particles    are 

groperty  in   any  sense   of  the  word, 
ee,  also,  Woolrych  on  Waters,  146: 
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The  application  of  the  cuju^s  est  solum  doctrine  to  vanning  waters 
and  natural  streams  is  frequently  made  in  cases  to-day;  for  ex- 
ample, **Such  water  [flowing  water]  in  its  natural  state,  so  far  as 
respects  private  ownership  thereof,  is  not  personal  but  real  prop- 
erty, being  as  much  a  part  of  the  land  itself  as  the  soil  and  rocks. 
In  this  aspect  it  is  viewed  by  the  common  law,  which  holds  that  he 
who  owns  the  soil  owns  all  above  it  and  all  beneath  it."  "^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  697.  This  idea  that  the  right  arises  from  ownership  of  the 
water  as  a  part  of  the  land  beneath  the  water  is  engrafted  upon 
the  principle  that  the  right  to  flowing  water  is  only  usufructuary, 
a  principle  resulting  only  from  the  view  taken,  not  from  th^ 
common-law  maxim,  but  from  the  civil  law  (as  first  set  forth),  that 
running  waters  are  not  property  at  all  while  flowing  naturally — 
a  civil -law  principle  so  pervading  all  the  modem  authorities -that 
it  was,  at  the  same  time,  regarded  as  one  to  be  accepted  without 
examination,  as  a  matter  of  course.  A  compromise  between  these 
incompatible  statements  that  the  substance  is  property  and  not 
property  at  one  and  the  same  time,  is  attempted  by  some  writers, 
but  has  never  been  widely  accepted.  For  example,  Vinnius,  a 
civil-law  writer:  **And  he  (Vinnius)  proceeds  to  distinguish  be- 
tween a  river  and  its  water — ^the  former  being,  as  it  were,  a  per- 
petual body,  and  under  the  dominion  of  those  in  whose  territories 
it  is  contained ;  the  latter  being  continually  changing,  and  incapable, 
while  it  is  there,  of  becoming  the  subject  of  property,  like  the  air 
and  sea."®  In  an  old  case®  this  idea  of  the  watercourse  as  an 
entity  distinguished  from  its  waters,  seems  to  appear  in  the  ex- 


"If  the  water  flow  over  the  party's 
own  land,  although  indeed  it  cannot 
be  claimed  as  water,  yet  it  is  in  effect 
identified  with  the  realty,  heoaiiae  it 
pcLsses  over  the  soil,  and  cujus  est 
solum  ejus  est  usque  ad  caelum** 
openly  resting  riparian  rights  upon  the 
percolating  water  maxim. 

7  McCarter  v.  Hudson  etc.  Co.,  70 
N.  J.  Eq.  685,  118  Am.  St.  Rep.  754, 
65  Atl.  489,  10  Ann.  Cas.  116.  (See, 
also,  Stanislaus  W.  Co.  v.  Bachman 
(1908),  152  Cal.  716,  93  Pac.  858,  15 
L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  359.) 

The  error  is  manifest,  assuming 
that  it  must  be  real  or  personal,  when 
the  law  says  it  is  neither,  and  not 


property  in  any  sense  of  the  word. 
On  appeal  of  the  New  Jersey  case  to 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  in  affirming  the  decision  on 
other  grounds  (Hudson  W.  Co.  v.  Mc- 
Carter, 209  U.  S.  349,  28  Sup.  Ct  Bep 
529,  52  L.  Ed.  828,  12  Ann.  Cas.  560), 
Mr.  Justice  Holmes  spoke  disparag- 
ingly of  the  reasoning  of  the  State 
court.  As  to  the  California  case, 
see  Leavitt  v.  Lassen  Irr.  Co.,  157 
Cal.  82,  106  Pac.  404. 

8  Lord  Denman  in  Mason  v.  Hill, 
5  Barn.  &  Adol.  1,  110  Eng.  Reprint, 
692. 

«  Shury  v.  Pigott,  Poph.  169,  79 
Eng.  Reprint,  1263. 
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pressions  used:  *'The  watercourse  is  a  thing  naturar*  (as  distin- 
guished from  the  right  of  way,  which  rests  on  the  agreement  of 
men)  and  **hath  its  being  from  creation."  One  writer  says:*® 
**The  stream,  viewed  in  this  light,  apart  from  the  water  which  con- 
stitutes it,^^  is  simultaneously  a  feature  of  every  man's  land 
through  which  it  passes."  But  the  river  as  distinguished  from  its 
waters  is  but  a  form  or  mental  picture,  and  not,  taking  away  its 
waters,  a  substance  at  all;  hence  it  affords  nothing  on  which  to 
apply  the  '^cujxcs  est  solum* ^  doctrine,  nor  have  the  courts  attempted 
to  rest  the  cujus  est  solum  doctrine  as  applied  to  flowing  streams, 
upon  this  metaphysical  compromise.  They  rest  it  on  the  asser- 
tion that  the  water  itself  is  property  as  a  part  of  the  soil  over 
which  it  flows,  like  the  trees  and  stones. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  698:    Same. — This  principle  now  under    consideration,  that 

the  riparian  right  is  deduced  from  the  maxim  ** cujus  est  solum," 
is  contrary  to  the  history  of  the  subject,  and  is,  upon  the  leading 
authority  following,  not  the  law.  And  on  principle  it  seems  that 
it  could  not  be  the  law,  for  in  one  breath  it  asserts  ownership 
in  the  water  as  part  of  the  land,  and  in  the  next  denies  that 
naturally  flowing  water  can  be  owned,  or  that  the  riparian  pro- 
prietor has  more  than  a  merely  usufructuary  right.  The  cujus 
est  solum  statement  rests  on  ownership  of  a  substance,  tangible, 
ownership  of  matter,  a  corpus  lying  upon  the  land;  the  usufruct 
statement  denies  ownership  of  the  water  as  a  substance;  the  two 
are  contradictory.  It  is  **  founded  on  a  mistake  between  the  prop- 
erty in  the  water  itself  and  the  right  to  have  its  continual  flow."  ^^ 
That  the  cujus  est  solum  doctrine  is  not  the  foundation  of  the 
riparian  right  is  recognized  by  the  recently  reopened  discussion 
over  percolating  water,  which  has  hitherto  rested  on  that  cujus  est 
solum  maxim.  The  wide  difference  in  watercourses  on  the  one 
hand  and  the  old  law  of  percolating  waters  on  the  other  is  that  which 
results  from  applying  the  cujus  est  solum  doctrioe  to  percolating 
water  and  not  to  running  streams.  The  application  of  the  cuju^ 
est  solum  doctrine  even  to  percolating  water  is  now  being  cut 
down.*^    At  all  events,  the  application  of  the  cujus  est  solum  doc- 

10  Phear's  Righte  of  Waters,  p.  22.  18  Katz   v.    Walkinshaw,    141    Cal. 

11  Italics  ours.  116,  99  Am.  St.  Bep.  35,  70  Pac.  663, 
W  Lord       Wensleydale          (Baron      74  Pac.  766,  64  L.  B.  A.  236.    Infra, 

Parke),  in  Chasemore  v.  Richards,  7      sec.  1041  et  seq. 
H.  U  Cas.  349,  11  Eng.  Reprint,  140. 
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trine  to  percolating  water  in  Acton  v.  Blundell  **  is  not  only  to-day 
recognized  as  a  departure  from  the  rule  regarding  watercourses, 
but  that  departure  was  avowedly  and  consciously  made;  and  that 
it  was  a  departure  has  never  been  denied.^*  '*  There  is  only  one 
case  in  law  in  which  water  in  its  natural  state  is  the  subject  of 
ownership,  and  that  is  the  case  of  percolating  water.  A  man  is 
regarded  as  owning  the  percolating  water  while  it  is  in  his  land. 
But  other  water  in  its  natural  state  is  subject  only  to  the  use  of  the 
man  through  whose  land  it  flows.  He  has  a  right  to  its  use,  but  is 
not  regarded  as  having  the  title."  *• 

Moreover,  the  passage  in  Lord  Coke  mentions  air  as  part  of  the 
land  as  much  as  water;  yet  no  man  to-day  would  deduce  a  right 
to  the  wind  from  ownership  of  the  air  as  part  of  the  land  over 
which  the  air  lies."  Also,  with  regard  to  the  same  passagje,  it  is 
common  knowledge  to-day  that  a  riparian  proprietor  does  not  sue  to 
recover  so  much  land  covered  with  water  that  is  running  (in  con- 
trast to  standing  water).  Justice  Story  said  the  riparian  right 
*'ifl  not  a  distinct  right  to  the  water  as  terra  aqua  cooperta.'^^ 

That  on  high  authority  the  view  under  consideration  is  erroneous, 
appears  from  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  Lyon  v.  Fish- 
mongers'  Company.^®  The  case  is  a  direct  decision  upon  the  ques- 
tion.   Whether  the  riparian  right  of  use  is  based  on  ownership  of 


14  12  Mees.  &  W.  324. 

IB  See  quotation  infra,  see.  1039. 

l«  Goodwin  on  Real  Property,  p.  2. 

17  "So,  though  no  one  will  pretend 
to  fix  a  property  in  the  wind,  yet  we 
may  appoint  a  service  or  duty  of  not 
intercepting  the  wind  to  the  prejudice 
of  our  mills."  Puffendorf,  lib.  IV,  c. 
V,  sec.  II. 

The  absurdity  of  pressing  the  cujtu 
est  solum  doctrine  ad  extremos  is 
shown  in  this  regard;  and  it  has  been 
in  this  connection  cleverly  exploited  in 
fiction,  as,  for  example:  "Cujus  est 
solum,  ejus  est  usque  ad  caelum^  is 
the  maxim  on  which  we  stand,  the 
meaning  of  which  has  been  decided  in 
bundr^ds  of  cases,  and,  strange  to 
say,  is  still  clear — he  who  owns  land 
owns  to  the  sky.  He  has  as  much 
moral  right  to  the  sky  as  to  the  sur- 
face. The  man  with  a  deed  to  a 
square  mile  of  the  surface  of  this 
planet  owns  a  great  pyramid,  apex- 
ing  at  the  earth's  center  and  extend- 


ing out  into  space,  in  diverging  lines, 
infinitely;  so  that  if  he  could  show 
that  these  lines  of  boundary  take  in 
Mars  and  her  canals,  he  would  have  a 
perfect  case  against  the  Martians  for 
rent  of  fields  and  toll  of  waterways, 
if  he  could  get  service  and  bring  the 
defendants^  into  court."  However,  in 
view  of  the  holding  of  Lord  Ellenbor- 
ough  in  Pickering  v.  Rudd,  4  Gamp, 
219,  1  Stark,  56  (see,  also,  44  Am. 
Law  Bev.  108),  that  trespass  quaere 
clausum  will  not  lie  for  flying  in  the 
air  over  one's  field  in  a  balloon,  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  there  are  some  limits 
to  the  cujus  est  solum  doctrine  this 
side  of  Mars.  It  is  a  curious  thing 
that  while  as  to  percolating  water  the 
maxim  resulted  in  permitting  all  di- 
version, its  advocates  as  to  the  streams 
held  that  it  just  as  absolutely  prohib- 
ited any  diversion,  even  by  a  riparian 
owner  for  his  own  riparian  use. 

18  Slack  V.  Walcott,  3  Mason,  508, 
Fed.  Gas.  No.  12,932, 

i»  L.  B.  1  App.  Gas.  673. 
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the  soil  upon  which  the  water  rests  or  over  which  it  flows  was  the 
very  point  at  issue.  The  river  in  suit  being  a  navigable  one,  title 
to  the  bed  was  in  the  crown,  and  if  the  riparian  right  of  use  de- 
pended on  the  cujus  est  solum  doctrine,  the  riparian  proprietor, 
who  owned  none  of  the  bed,  would  have  no  riparian  right  of  use. 
The  following  passages  are  taken  from  the  opinions  of  the  lords  in 
that  case.^ 

Lord  Cairns,  Chancellor:  ''The  Lord  Justice  suggests  that  the 
right  of  a  riparian  owner  in  a  non-navigable  river  arises  from  his 
being  the  owner  of  the  land  to  the  center  of  the  stream,  whereas 
in  a  navigable  river  the  soil  is  in  the  Crown.  As  to  this,  it  may 
be  observed  that  the  soil  of  a  navigable  river  may,  as  Lord  Hale 
observes,  be  private  property.  But  putting  this  aside,  1  cannot 
admit  that  the  right  of  a  riparian  owner  to  the  use  of  the  stream 
depends  on  the  ownership  of  the  soil  of  the  stream." 

Lord  Selbome:  **With  respect  to  the  ownership  of  the  bed  of 
the  river,  this  cannot  be  the  natural  foundation  of  riparian  rights 
properly  so-called,  because  the  word  'riparian'  is  relative  to  the 

bank,  and  not  the  bed,  of  the  stream The  title  to  the  soil 

constituting  the  bed  of  a  river  does  not  carry  with  it  any  exclusive 
right  of  prciperty  in  the  running  water  of  the  stream,  which  can 
only  be  appropriated  by  severance,  and  which  may  be  lawfully 
so  appropriated  by  everyone  having  a  right  of  access  to  it.  It  is, 
of  course,  necessary  to  the  existence  of  a  riparian  right  that  the 
land  should  be  in  contact  unth  the  flow  of  the  stream ;  but  lateral 
contact  is  as  good,  jure  naturae^  as  vertical ;  and  not  only  the  word 
'riparian'  but  the  best  authorities,  such  as  Miner  v.  Gilmour,"  and 
the  passage  which  one  of  your  Lordships  has  read  from  Lord 
Wensleydale's  judgment  in  Chasemore  v.  Richards,^  state  the  doc- 
trine in  terms  which  point  to  lateral  contact  rather  than  vertical."  ^ 
In  another  case  (in  the  Privy  Council)  holding  that  there  is  no  dis- 
tinction between  riparian  rights  on  navigable  and  non-navigable 
rivers,^  referring  to  the  distinction  "that  in  the  case  of  a  non- 
navigable  river  the  riparian  owner  is  proprietor  of  the  bed  of  the 

20  Italics  ours.  from  maintaining  an  embankment  en- 

21  12  Moore  P.  C.  131,  14  Eng.  Be-  tirely  diverting  the  river  from  the 
print,  861.  back   of    plaintiff's    building,   where 

22  7  H.  L.  Cas.  349,  11  Eng.  Be-  plaintiff  moored  barges  for  handling 
print,  140.  goods. 

23  A  decree  to  the  contrary  held  24  North  Shore  By.  v.  Pion,-  L.  B. 
reversed  and  defendant  was  enjoined  14  App.  Cas.  612,  at  621. 

Wsur  Bights— 49 
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river  ad  medium  filum  aquae,  which,  in  the  case  of  a  navigable  river 
such  as  the  St.  Charles,  belongs  to  the  Crown/'  it  was  said:  ''The 
same  distinction  was  contended  for  in  Lyon  v.  Fishmongers'  Com- 
pany, but  the  House  of  Lfords,  on  grounds  with  which  their  Lord- 
ships concur,  thought  it  immaterial.  Lord  Cairns  rejected  the 
proposition  that  the  right  of  a  riparian  owner  to  the  use  of  the 
stream  depends  on  the  ownership  of  the  soil  of  the  stream." 

The  Lyon  case  is  accepted  in  Lux  v.  Haggin.** 

In  a  recent  case  in  the  House  of  Lords,  a  claim  was  made  to 
ownership  of  all  the  water  of  a  river  as  a  substance,  and  it  was 
said:  ''This  proposition  is,  of  course,  opposed  to  elementary  ideas 
about  the  water  of  a  river,  for  the  water  would  not  be  the  property 
even  of  the  exclusive  own^  of  the  solum  and  of  both  banks  at  the 
place  in  question.*'  ^ 

That  the  riparian  right  does  not  depend  on  ownership  of  the 
bed  on  the  cujus  est  solum  principle  was  held  in  Texas  ^  and  in 
California,"  both  holding  that  riparian  rights  to  have  the  water  for 
use  for  irrigation  exist  on  navigable  streams  where  title  to  the  bed 
is  in  the  State. 

And  finally  Lux  v.  Haggin  expressly  holds  (relying  on  the  Lyon 
case)  that  ownership  of  bed  alone  gives  no  riparian  right.^ 


25  69  Cal.  255,  at  415,  10  Pac.  674. 

"The  ownership  of  land  under  water 
is  not  the  foundation  of  riparian 
rights,  properly  so  called,  because  the 
word  'riparian'  is  relative  to  the  bank 
and  not  to  the  bed  of  the  water."  24 
Am.  &  Eng.  Bncjr.  of  Law,  981.  "A 
watercourse  is  quite  a  distinct  thing 
from  the  land."  Brown  ▼.  Best,  1 
Wils.  K.  B.  174,  95  Eng.  Reprint, 
557.  A  right  to  the  use  of  flowing 
water  does  not  necessaril^r  depend  on 
the  ownership  of  the  soil  covered  by 
the  water.  City  of  Paterson  v.  East 
Jersey  W.  Co.,  74  N.  J.  Eq.  49,  70  Atl. 
479.  Riparian  rights  do  not  depend 
on  ownership  of  the  bed,  and  exist 
where  title  to  the  bed  is  in  the  Crown, 
or  wholly  in  the  opposite  owner.  Sal- 
mond  on  Torts,  p.  252.  Riparian 
rights  do  not  depend  on  the  bed.  19 
H.  L.  R.  216n.  "Riparian  rights 
proper  are  held  to  rest  upon  title  to 
the  bank  of  the  water,  and  not  upon 
title  to  the  soil  under  the  water;  ripa- 
rian rights  proper  being  the  same, 
whether  the  riparian  owner  owns  the 


soil  under  the  water  or  not."  Died- 
rich  V.  Northwestern  etc  Co.,  42  Wis. 
262,  24  Am.  Rep.  386.  "Ownership 
of  the  land  does  not  include  ownership 
of  the  water  which  flows  over  or  past 
it."  Rice,  P.  J.,  in  V^ilkes  Bare  Co. 
V.  Lehigh  Co.,  3  Kulp.  (Pa.)  389. 

1  Lord  Robertson  in  White  ▼. 
White,  [1906]  App.  Cas.  83,  House 
of  Lords. 

2  Bingham  Bros.  v.  Port  Arthur 
etc.  Co.  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)',  91  S.  W. 
848,  being  affirmed,  so  far  as  this 
point  is  concerned,  in  100  Tex.  192, 
97  S.  W.  686,  13  L.  B.  A.,  N.  8.,  656, 
though  reversed  on  other  grounds. 
See  cases  cited  regarding  riparian 
rights  on  navigable  streams,  sec.  726. 

8  Heilbron  v.  Fowler  etc.  Co.,  75 
Cal.  426,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  183,  17  Pac. 
535. 

4  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  at 
413,  10  Pac.  674,  saying:  "The  plain- 
tiffs,  being  owners  only  of  swamp 
lands  (even  conceding  the  water  in 
the  swamp  might  constitute  a  stream)^ 
were  owners  only  of  the  bed  of  the 
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To  conclude,  the  *'cujtis  est  solum*'  doctrine  has  no  application 
to  natural  streams  of  running  water.  The  word  'Uand"  includes 
standing  or  percolating  water,  but  does  not  include  naturally  run 
ning  water,  because  aqiM  profltiens  is  governed  by  a  civil-law  rule. 
The  riparian  right  of  use  is  merely  one  of  the^  numerous  incidents 
attached  to  the  riparian  land,  because  it  affords  access  to  the 
stream.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  699.  Besults.— The  application  of  the  *'cujus  est  solum"  doc- 
trine to  running  waters  gives  rise  to  most  of  the  matter  so  harshly 
commented  upon  to-day  by  opponents  of  the  common  law  of  ripa- 
rian rights  in  the  West.  We  state  here,  citing  the  authorities  later, 
some  of  the  most  important  results  of  this  view : 

The  riparian  right  would  not  exist  without  ownership  of  the 
bed  of  the  stream.  It  would  not  exist  in  navigable  streams,  where 
title  to  the  bed  is  in  the  State.  A  loss  of  title  to  the  bed  (by  grant 
for  example),  though  retaining  land  on  the  banks,  would  lose  the 
riparian  right.  Title  to  the  bed  alone  would  confer  the  right. 
None  of  these  propositions  is  law. 

Any  taking  from  the  stream  even  by  a  riparian  owner  is  prima 
facie  wrongful  under  the  cujus  est  solum  doctrine,  as  a  destruction 
and  annihilation  pro  tanto  of  the  estates  of  other  proprietors. 
whereas  on  the  former  view  any  taking  by  a  riparian  proprietor  for 


stream,  and  were  not  riparian  pro- 
prietors." 

If  the  bed  lies  in  one  county  and 
the  riparian  land  in  another,  the 
water-right  is  not  taxable  as  part  of 
the  bed  in  the  former,  but  must  be 
taxed  only  in  the  latter  county.  See 
In  re  Hall,  116  App.  Div.  729,  102 
N.  Y.  Supp.  5.  See  cases  cited  in 
8  Harvard  Law  Review,  141. 

Action  to  quiet  title  must  be 
brought  in  county  where  riparian  land 
lies,  not  where  bed  of  stream  lies. 
Miller  v.  Madera  etc.  Co.,  155  Cal.  59, 
99  Pac  502,  22  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  391. 

If  a  riparian  owner  dies,  his  right 
to  the  water  passes  br  probate  in  the 
State  where  the  riparian  land  lies,  not 
where  the  bed  of  the  stream  lies  (the 
State  boundary  separating  the  two). 
Slack  V.  Walcott  (Story,  J.),  3  Mason, 
508,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  12,932. 

5  There  is  a  large  body  of  law 
eonceming  the  riparian  owner's  right 


to  wharf  out,  which  right  is  admit- 
tedly based  upon  his  right  of  access. 
It  is  simply  one  of  the  various  ripa- 
rian rights,  as  per  Lewis's  enumera- 
tion (as  to  navigable  waters)  as 
follows:  "First.  The  right  to  be  and 
remain  a  riparian  proprietor  and  to 
enjoy  the  natural  advantages  there- 
by conferred  upon  the  land  by  its 
adjacency  to  the  water.  Second.  The 
right  of  access  to  the  water,  including 
a  right  of  way  to  and  from  the  navi- 
gable part.  Third.  The  right  to  build 
a  pier  or  wharf  out  to  navigable 
water,  subject  to  any  regulations  by 
the  State.  Fourth.  The  right  to  ac- 
cretions or  alluvium.  I^fth.  The 
right  to  make  a  reasonable  tue  of  the 
water  a»  it  flows  pcut  or  leaves  the 
land,'*  Lewis  on  Eminent  Domain, 
83.  In  sections  78  to  82  he  elabor- 
atelv  sets  out  the  Lyon  case  as  estab- 
lishing the  proper  law. 
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use  of  his  own  land  is  prima  facie  rightful  until  shown  to  unreason- 
ably damage  other  riparian  proprietors ;  and  solely  an  injury  (if  at 
all)  to  the  right  of  use,  present  or  future,  of  the  complaining  ripe- 
rian  proprietor  or  to  the  value  of  his  estate.  In  the  discussion  in  a 
Nebraska  case  ^  it  w^s  seen  that  the  decisions  were  not  in  accord  with 
the  statement  that  the  riparian  proprietor  had  a  property  right  in 
the  stream  as  a  body  as  nature  placed  it  upon,  and  made  it  a  part 
of  his  estate,  saying:  ''The  nature  and  extent  of  a  riparian  pro- 
prietor's pecuniary  interest  or  property  in  a  stream  cannot  be 
measured  by  such  a  rule,  nor  can  the  rule  now  be  said  to  be  full  and 
accurate  statement  of  the  law. ' '  ^ 


«  Crawford  v.  Hathaway,  67  Neb, 
325,  108  Am.  St.  Bep.  647,  93  N.  W. 
781,  60  L.  B.  A.  889. 

7  A  recent  California  ease,  as  be- 
tween riparian  proprietors,  calls  it 
"the  alleged  common-law  rule";  "this 
supposed  rule";  ''the  so-called  eon- 
mon-law    right."    Turner    y.    James 


Canal  Co.,  155  Cal.  82,  132  Am.  8i. 
Bep.  59,  99  Pac.  520,  22  L.  B.  A.,  N. 
S.,  401,  17  Ann.  Cas.  823.  And  Lux 
v.  Hag^n,  69  Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674, 
calls  it  "what  has  been  said  to  be  the 
common  law,"  and  holds  it  a  misrep- 
resentation as  to  the  rights  of  ripa- 
rian owners  among  themselves. 


§§  700-708.    (Blank  numbers.). 
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CHAPTER  30. 

NATURE  OP  RIPARIAN  RIGHT. 

§  709.    Natural  right. 

S  710.     Same. 

S  711.    Part  and  parcel  of  riparian  land. 

9  712.    The  right  is  nsufructuary. 

9  713.    As  subject  of  grant  or  contract. 

99  714-722.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(3d  ed.) 

§  709.  Natural  Bight. — The  riparian  right  has  long  been  called 
a' 'natural  right." 

The  explanation  usually  given  to  this  term  indicates  the  sound- 
ness of  the  doctrine  that  the  right  arises  out  of  the  access  which  the 
riparian  land  naturally,  by  the  facts  of  nature,  gives.  Thus:  **It 
has  been  well  said  that  the  rights  of  a  riparian  proprietor,  so  far 
as  they  relate  to  any  natural  stream,  exist  jure  naturae,  because  his 
land  has  by  nature  the  advantage  of  heing  washed  by  the  stream; 
and,  as  the  facts  of  nature  constitute  the  foundation  of  the  right, 
the  law  should  recognize  and  follow  the  course  of  nature  in  every 
part  of  the  same  stream."*  And  another  case  says:  **The  right 
exists  because  the  stream  runs  by  the  land,  and  thus  gives  the  natural 
advantages  resulting  from  the  relative  situation/'^  And  in  Chase- 
more  V.  Richards,^  Eord  Wensleydale  (Baron  Parke)  says  the  right 
ex  jure  naturae  belongs  to  the  proprietor  of  the  adjoining  lands  as 
a  natural  advantage  belonging  to  the  land  upon  the  same  principle 
that  he  is  entitled  to  support  from  his  neighbor's  soil  for  his  own 
in  its  natural  state,  thereby  explaining  *' natural  right"  on  the 
ground  of  being  contiguous  to  or  adjoining  the  stream  in  its  natural 
situation.  Professor  Pomeroy  said:  **The  laws  of  nature  certainly 
give  a  natural  right  and  advantage,  from  their  superiority  of  posi- 
tion, to  those  who  own  land  lying  on  the  banks  of  natural  streams. 
It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  such  proprietors  have  a  natural  right 
as  compared  with  those  who  own  land  at  a  distance  from  streams."  * 

I  Baker,  J.,  in  Indianapolis  W.  Co.  2  Duckworth    v.     Watsonville     etc. 

V.    American   etc.   Co.,   53    Fed.   970.       Co.,  150  Cal.  520,  89  Pac.  338,  per  Mr. 

The  expression  was  first  used  by  Lord      •^"!*!ftr^^^       «.^     ,  ^       «      . 

Q  „  .J ■uii^\.^r.^„jL>  n^  8  7  H.  L.  Cas.-349,  11  Eng.  Reprint, 

Selborne  in  Lyon  v.  Fishmongers'  Co.,  #     ,^q  '  a        r       > 

L.  B.  1  App.  Cas.   673,  as  to  which  4  Pomeroy  on  Riparian  Rights,  sec. 

case  see,  also,  supra,  sec.  698.  152. 
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As  a  result  of  the  favorable  situation  with  access  to  the  stream, 
while  the  riparian  owner's  right  is  negative  as  to  the  corpus  of  the 
water  and  not  an  ownership  thereof,  it  is  a  positive  right  in  respect 
to  the  use  of  his  land.  His  riparian  estate  is  made  up  of  many  ele- 
ments, not  alone  the  actual  soil,  but  other  natural  advantages  of 
situation  without  which  the  soil  would  not  have  its  character  and 
potentialities  of  use.  Pure  air,  the  right  of  support,  benefits  from 
flowing  water,  all  such  intangible  ingredients,  mixing  together  with 
the  soil  itself,  join  to  form  the  value  or  quality  of  the  estate  owing  to 
its  natural  position ;  their  preservation  maintains  the  use  of  the  land. 
They  are  all  ''natural  rights"  in  the  sense  that  they  are  an  essential 
part  of  the  value  of  the  estate  in  its  natural  condition.^  Nor  do 
they  depend  upon  tise.  The  right  to  build  a  house  on  one's  own 
land  is  also  in  this  sense  a  ''natural  right" — in  the  sense  that  the 
right  to  do  so  goes  with  ownership  of  the  land,  v»hether  a  house  is 
actually  built  or  not.*  And  so,  likewise,  the  right  to  use  the  water 
flowing  by  one's  land  and  to  receive  its  benefits  remains  inherent 
in  the  riparian  land  whether  it  is  actually  put  to  use  by  erecting 
irrigation  or  other  works  or  not. 

The  term  "natural  right"  is  further  used  as  indicating  natural 
origin  in  contradistinction  to  rights  in  artificial  conditions  resting 
upon  grant  or  prescription."^  An  old  case  distinguishes  a  water- 
course from  an  easement  by  saying,  that  "a  watercourse  is  a  thing 
natural."® 

5  "These  rightg  are,  in  simple  truth,  Stokoe  v.  Singer,  8  El.  &  Bl.  31.  A 
merely  fractions  of  that  complex  natural  right  is  said  to  be  one  which 
bundle  of  rights  which  we  call  owner-  is  necessary  to  preserve  the  status 
ship,  and  which  are  recognized  by  the  quo,  adding  that  it  is  ''a  right  of  the 
law  as  existing  independently  of  owner  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  prop- 
special  grant  or  contract,  express  or  erty,  as  distinguished  from  an  ease- 
implied."  Jenks  on  Modem  Land  ment  supposed  to  be  gained  by  grant" 
Law/  p.  166.  (Lord  Selborne,  C,  in  Dalton  v.  An- 

«  "The  right  of  the  owner  of  the  giis,  6  App.  Cas.  791,  adding),  "The 
soil  to  the  free  use  and  enjoyment  of  right,  therefore  [of  support]  in  my 
the  same  is  held  to  exist  anterior  to  opinion  is  properly  called  an  ease- 
any  erection  that  may  be  made  by  an  ment;  though  when  the  land  is  in  its 
adjoining  proprietor."  Tenney  v.  natural  state  the  easement  is  natural 
Miners'  D.  Co.,  7  Cal.  340,  11  Morr.  and  not  conventional.  The  same  dis- 
Min.  Rep.  31,  and  hence  the  doctrine  tinction  exists  as  to  rights  in  respect 
of  "coming  to  a  nuisance"  does  not  of  running  water;  the  easement  of 
apply.  the  riparian  landowner  is  natural,  that 

7  Supra,  sec.  51  et  seq.  of  the  mill  owner  on  the  stream,  so 

8  Shury  v.  Pigott,  Poph.  168,  79  far  as  it  exceeds  that  of  an  ordinary 
Eng.  Reprint,  1263.  riparian  proprietor,  is  conventional ;  i. 

Another  says,  "The  right  to  the  nat-  e.,  it  must  be  established  by  prescrip- 
ural  flow  of  water  is  not  an  easement,  tion  or  grant."  Again,  natural  rights 
but   a   natural   right."    Earl,   J.,   in      are  said  to  be  such  as  are  given  by 
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The  ripariau  right  has  been  compared  to  the  right  a  landowner 
has  to  tjie  free  passage  of  unpolluted  air,®  and  has  often  been  com- 
pared to  the  right  of  support.'*^  They  are  not  servitudes  upon  an- 
other's property,  but  are  rights  to  the  enjoyment  of  one's  own 
property.** 

The  term  ''natural  right"  hence  contemplates  a  natural  ad- 
vantage or  privilege  of  the  land  inherent  in  its  favorable  position 
with  respect  to  the  stream  as  a  natural  resource,  the  preservation 
of  which  advantage  is,  to  the  extent  that  it  is  or  may  be  beneficial 
to  the  land,  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  the  use  and  value  of 
the  land,  whether  actually  exercised  or  not.  It  could  not  be  better 
put  than  in  a  recent  California  case,  in  which  Mr.  Justice  Shaw 
said:  "It  comes  from  the  situation  of  the  land  with  respect  to  the 
water,  the  opportunity  afforded  thereby  to  divert  and  use  the  water 
upon  the  land,  the  natural  advantages  and  benefits  resulting  from 
the  relative  positions,  and  the  presumption  that  the  owner  of  the 
land  acquired  it  with  a  view  to  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  these 
opportunities,  advantages  and  benefits."  *^  And  this  idea  that  the 
right  is  a  "natural"  one  in  the  sense  of  being  made  up  of  these 
intangible  natural  advantages  and  benefits  runs  through  all  the 
better  opinions  upon  the  subject.** 


law,  because  without  them  there  would 
be  no  security  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
land  by  its  owner;  benefits  provided 
in  the  course  of  nature  for  the  com- 
mon good  of  all,  which  shaU  not  be 
wrested  from  one  bj  the  act  of  an- 
other. Gray  v.  McWilliams,  98  Cal. 
161,  35  Am.  St.  Rep.  163,  32  Pac. 
976,  21  L.  R.  A.  593.  See  Backhouse 
y.  Bonomi,  9  H.  L.  Cas.  513;  11  Eng. 
Reprint,  825;  Dalton  v.  Angus,  L.  R. 

6  App.  740. 

»  Embrey  v.  Owen,  6    Ex.  353,  20 
L.  J.  Ex.  212;  Cbasemore  v.  Richards, 

7  H.  L.  Cas.  349,  11  Eng.  Reprint, 
140.  Lord  Cranworth;  Dalton  v. 
Angus,  6  App.  Cas.  752,  Field,  J.; 
Ramsbotham  v.  Wilson,  8  El.  &  Bl. 
123,  Willes,  J.;  Shury  v.  Piffott,  Poph. 
169,  79  Eng.  Reprint,  1263.  "The 
right  to  running  water  has  always 
been  properly  described  as  a  natu- 
ral right,  just  like  the  right  to  the 
air  we  breathe;  they  are  the  gifts 
of  nature,  and  no  one  has  a  right  to 
appropriate  them."  Lord  Cranworth 
in  ChaFcmore  v.  Richards,  7  H.  L. 
Cas.  349,  11  Eng.  Reprint,  140. 


10  Dalton  ▼.  Angus,  6  App.  Cas. 
791,  Selborne,  C,  and  Field,  J.; 
Chasemore  v.  Richards,  Lord  Wensley- 
dale;  Dickinson  v.  Canal  Co.,  7  Ex. 
299;  Ramsbotham  v.  Wilson,  8  El.  & 
BI.  123,  Willes,  J.;  Washburn  on 
Easements.  In  Dalton  v.  Angus, 
Field,  J.,  said  these  rights  and  bur- 
dens come  into  existence  by  implica- 
tion of  law  at  the  very  moment  of 
severance  of  an  estate  into  parcels, 
and  require  no  age  to  ripen  them. 

11  Lord  Wensleydale  in  Backhouse 
▼.  Bonomi,  9  H.  L.  Cas.  503,  11  Eng. 
Reprint,  825.  The  riparian  right  is 
properly  a  right  of  property  in  itself 
and  not  a  servitude.  Ill  Droit  Civile 
Francais,  par  Aubrey  &  Ran,  4th  ed., 
p.  34,  note  1. 

12  Turner  v.  James  Canal  Co.,  155 
Cal.  82,  132  Am.  St.  Rep.  59,  99  Pac. 
520,  22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  8.,  401,  17  Ann. 
Cas.  823. 

13  Lord  Ellenborough  says  (Bealey 
V.  Shaw,  6  East,  208,  102  Eng.  Re- 
print, 1266)  :  "The  general  rule  of  law 
as  applied  to  this  subject  is  that,  in- 
dependent  of   any   particular    enjoy- 
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or  appurtenance,  but  as  part  and  parcel  of  it.  Use  does  not  create 
the  right,  and  disuse  cannot  destroy  or  suspend  it."  Said  Chan> 
cellor  Kent:  ''A  right  to  a  stream  of  water  is  as  sacred  as  a  right 
to  the  soil  over  which  it  flows.  It  is  a  part  of  the  freehold  of  which 
no  man  can  be  disseized  but  by  lawful  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  by 
due  process  of  law.""  Another  authority  says:  "The  right  of 
enjoying  this  flow  without  disturbance  or  interruption  by  any  other 
proprietor  is  one  jure  naturae,  ahd  is  an  incident  of  property  in 
the  land,  not  an  appurtenance  to  it ;  like  the  right  he  has  to  enjoy 
the  soil  itself,  in  its  natural  state,  unaffected  by  the  tortious  acts 
of  a  neighboring  landowner.  It  is  an  inseparable  incident  to  the 
ownership  of  land,  made  by  an  inflexible  rule  of  law  an  absolute 
and  fixed  right,  and  can  only  be  lost  by  grant  or  ...  .  adverse 
possession."  ^  In  another  case  it  is  said:  ''His  rights  are  not  ease- 
ments or  appurtenances  to  his  holdings.  They  are  not  the  rights 
acquired  by  appropriation  or  by  prescriptive  use.  They  are  at- 
tached to  the  soil  and  pass  with  it."^  And  another:  **The  right 
or  title  to  the  stream  as  it  passed  was  a  part  and  parcel  of  his  land, 
a  part  of  the  realty. "  ** 

The  right  was  compared  by  Lord  Wensleydale  (Baron  Parke)  in 
Ghasemore  v.  Richards  to  the  right  of  the  land  to  the  support  of 
adjoining  land,  a  natural  attribute  of  the  land  in  its  natural  situ- 
ation, and  this  comparison  to  the  right  of  support  has  passed  into 
the  authorities  generally.  One  authority  compares  the  right  to  a 
right  of  common  or  pasturage  appurtenant  to  the  land.^  but  as  the 
above  authorities  show,  the  law  does  not  consider  it  an  easement 
or  appurtenance.^  The  right  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  land,  ac- 
quired by  virtue  of  ownership  of  the  land,  without  any  special 


21  Gardner  v.  Newburgh,  2  Johns. 
Ch.  166. 

22  Washburn  on  Easements,  4th 
ed.,  pp.  316,  317. 

23  Hargrave  v.  Cook,  108  Cal.  72, 
41  Pac.  18,  30  U  E.  A.  390,  and 
Anderson  v.  Bassman,  140  Fed.  22. 

24  Mr.  Justice  Shaw,  in  Duck- 
worth V.  Watsonville  etc.  Co.,  150 
Cal.    520,   89    Pac.   338. 

Also  Southern  California  Co.  v. 
Wilshire,  144  Cal.  68,  77  Pac.  767; 
Huffner  v.  Sawday  (1908),  153  Cal. 
86,  94  Pac.  424;  Miller  v.  Madera 
etc.  Co.,  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22 
L.  E.  A.,  N.  S,,  391}  Union  Min.  Co. 


▼.  Bangberg,  81  Fed.  73;  Wads- 
worth  V.  l^illottson,  15  Conn.  366, 
39  Am.  Dec.  391;  Carey  ▼.  Daniels, 
49  Mass.  (8  Met.)  466,  41  Am.  Dec. 
532. 

25  Ormerod  v.  Todmorden  Co.,  11 
Q.  B.  172,  Bo  wen,  L.  J. 

1  See,  also.  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69 
Cal.  255,  at  293,  10  Pac.  674;  Vernon 
V.  Los  Angeles,  106  Cal.  237,  39  Pac. 
762;  Pomeroy  on  Eiparian  Rights, 
see.  9.  The  riparian  right  la  spoken 
of  as  an  "appurtenance"'  in  Eianda 
V.  Watsonville  etc.  Co.  (1907),  152 
Cal.  523,  93  Pac.  79. 
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formalities  of  any  kind.*  It  passes  ipso  facto  with  the  land  on  a 
sale,  as  part  and  parcel  thereof.'  The  riparian  right  may,  on  a 
partition  of  riparian  land,  be  partitioned  with  the  land;  the  sub- 
divided rights  of  the  partitioned  parcels  still  retain  their  character 
of  a  riparian  right  as  between  the  parties  to  the  partition.^  A 
deed  of  land  ,with  general  warranty  includes,  without  more,  a  war- 
ranty of  riparian  rights,  but  does  not  necessarily  include  a  warranty 
of  a  right  by  appropriation.*^  It  is  subject  to  taxation  as  realty,* 
and  is  property  and  may  be  condemned  under  a  statute  mention- 
ing "land."  ^ 

The  right  is  held  to  be  incorporeal — a  privilege  of  use  and  not  an 
ownership  of  a  tangible  substance — so  that,  being  incorporeal,  con- 
tracts concerning  it  cannot  create  the  relation  of  landlord  and 
tenant,  since  tenancy  can  exist  only  in  things  corporeal ;  •  nor  will 
ejectment  lie  to  recover  a  watercourse  diverted  from  a  riparian 
owner ;  •  nor  is  it  corporeal  property  taxable  as  part  of  the  stream 
bed;  it  is  taxable  only  as  an  incorporeal  incident  to  the  riparian 
land.^^  Justice  Story  ^*  said  that  the  riparian  right  "is  not  a  dis- 
tinct right  to  the  water,  as  terra  aqua  cooperta,"  and  is  not  a 
corporeal  hereditament,  but  is  an  incorporeal  hereditament  annexed 


a  Lnx  T.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  at 
390,  10  Pac.  674;  Bathgate  v.  Irvine, 
126  Cal.  135,  77  Am.  St.  Bep.  158, 
58  Pac.  442. 

S  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  10 
Pac.  674;  Hargrave  v.  Cook,  108  Cal. 
72,  41  Pac.  18,  30  L.  B.  A.  390;  Ben- 
ton V.  Johncox,  17  Wash.  277,  61 
Am.  St.  Bep.  912,  49  Pac.  496,  39  L. 
B.  A.  107;  Bianda  v.  Watsonville 
etc.  Co.  (1907),  152  Cal.  523,  93  Pac. 
79.  That  the  riparian  right  passes 
ipso  facto  on  a  sale  of  the  land, 
Shamleifer  v.  Council  etc.  Co.,  18 
Kan.  24,  26  Am.  Dec.  765;  as  part 
and  parcel  of  it,  Cline  v.  Stock,  71 
Neb.  70,  98  N.  W.  454,  102  N.  W. 
265;  Conham  ▼.  Fisk  (1831),  2  Comp. 
J.  126;  2  Tyrw.  155. 

4  Verdugo  Canyon  W.  Co.  v.  Ver- 
dugo  (1908),  152  Cal.  655,  93  Pac. 
1021.  See,  also,  Bose  ▼.  Mesmer, 
142  Cal.  322,  75  Pac.  905. 

5  Dalton  V.  Bowker,  8  Nev.  190. 
(But  cf.  Mitchell  v.  Warner,  5  Conn. 
519y  which  leems   in   error   on   this 


point  by  confusing  the  oorput  and 
the  usufruct.) 

0  Penobscot  Co.  v.  Inhabitants  of 
Bradley,  99  Me.  263,  59  Atl.  83. 

T  Northern  Cal.  etc.  Co.  v.  Stacher, 
13  Cal.  App.  404,  109  Pac.  896. 

8  Swift  V.  Goodrich,  70  Cal.  103, 
11  Pac.  561. 

•  Ibid.,  and  Shury  ▼,  Piggott, 
Latch,  153,  Noy.  84. 

10  See  In  re  HaU,  116  App.  Div. 
729,  102  N.  Y.  Supp.  5. 

"Incorporales  (autem)  sunt  quae 
tangi  non  possunt,  qualia  sunt  ea 
quae  jure  consistunt,  sicut  hereditas, 
usufructus,  obligationes,  quoquo  mode 
contractae,"  etc.  ("Things  incorpo- 
real are  intangible;  rights,  for  in- 
stance, such  as  inheritance,  usufruct, 
obligation,  however  contracted.") 
Institutes  of  Gains,  sec.  12;  identical 
in  Institutes  of  Justinian,  V.  That 
the  riparian  right  of  use  is  incorpo- 
real, see,  also,  Washburn  on  Ease- 
ments, 307. 

11  Slack  v.  Waloott,  3  Mason,  508, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  12,932. 
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fco  the  freehold.    The  right  is  ''an  incorporeal  hereditament  apper- 
taining to  the  freehold.*'  ^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  712.  The  Right  is  Usufructuary.— That  the  riparian  right, 
like  the  right  by  appropriation,  is  solely  usufructuary,  has  already 
been  set  forth  at  length,**  and  need  not  be  again  consMered  further 

• 

than  to  say  that  the  riparian  proprietor  *'has  no  property  in  the 
water  itself,  but  a  simple  use  of  it  while  it  passes  along. ' ' "  The 
right  is  to  a  flow  and  use  merely,  a  right  now  or  in  the  future  or 
at  any  time  he  sees  fit,  to  use  the  water  as  naturally  following  owner- 
ship of  the  bordering  lands,  but  involving  no  ownership  in  the 
corpus  of  the  water;  just  as  riparian  owners  have  a  right  to  fish 
in  the  stream,  but  do  not  own  the  fish  swimming  there. ^'^  In  Lnix  v. 
Haggin  *•  the  California  court  elaborately  reviewed  the  entire  law 
of  waters,  and  this  is  there  laid  down:  **As  to  the  nature  of  the 
right  of  the  riparian  owner  in  the  water,  by  all  the  modem  as  well 
as  ancient  authorities  the  right  in  the  water  is  usufructuary,  and 
consists  not  so  much  in  the  fluid  itself  as  in  its  uses."  *^    As  stated 


12  St.  Helena  W.  Co.  v.  Forbes,  62 
Cal.  182,  45  Am.  Dec.  659.  We  here 
use  the  word  ''incorporear'  in  its  ac- 
cepted sense  to-day,  as  denoting  the 
distinction  between  things  tangible 
and  intangible.  In  its  old  common- 
law  sense,  distinguishing  only  things 
which  "lay  in  livery"  and  those  which 
'lay  in  grant,"  the  riparian  right  is 
corporeal  because  it  passes  only  with 
the  land,  is  not  the  subject  of  sepa- 
rate grant,  and  hence  lay  only  in 
livery.  In  this  sense  it  is  an  in- 
tangible, yet  corporeal,  hereditament; 
but  in  the  present-day  sense  no  in- 
tangible things  are  considered  cor- 
poreal hereditaments,  just  as  in  the 
civil  law  above  quoted. 

13  Supra,  cc.  1,  2,  29. 

14  Justice  Story,  in  Tyler  v.  Wil- 
kinson, 4  Mason,  397,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
14,312. 

15  People  V.  Truckee  etc.  Co.,  116 
Cal.  397,  58  Am.  St.  Rep.  183^  48 
Pac.  374,  39  L.  B.  A.  581. 

The  following  puts  it  so  admirably 
that  the  writer  cannot  forbear  find- 
ing a  place  for  it:  "Besides  this  or- 
dinary right  of  property  [in  the  bed] 
which  is  precisely  the  same  when  the 
river  is  there,  as  if  it  were  to  dis- 
appear and  the  channel  become  dry. 


they  have  a  common  interest  arising 
from  another  right,  as  they  have  each 
a  right  in  the  tuater — not  of  prop- 
erty, for  certainly  aqua  profiuens  is 
not  the  subject  of  property  as  long 
as  it  is  running.  When  yon  get  it 
into  your  pitcher  or  pipe  it  becomes 
your  property,  just  as  game  and  fish 
when  they  are  caught  become  the 
property  of  the  person  who  catches 
them;  but  while  it  is  flowing  and  in 
its  channel,  no  portion  of  the  water, 
either  on  one  side  of  the  alveus  [bed] 
or  the  other,  belongs  to  one  party 
or  the  other.  It  is  as  much  the  prop- 
erty of  no  one  as  the  air  that  we 
breathe  or  the  sunlight  that  shines 
upon  us.  But  each  heritor,  as  it 
passes,  has  a  right  of  an  incorporeal 
kind  to  the  usufruct  of  that  stream 
for  domestic  purposes  and  for  agri- 
cultural purposes,  and  it  may  be  also 
for  other  purposes,  subject  to  cer- 
tain restrictions."  Lord  Neaves  in 
Morris  v.  Bicket  (1864),  2  M.  1082, 
4  M.  H.  L.  44  (Scotch) ;  Ferguson 
on  The  Law  of  Water  in  Scotland, 
p.   199. 

16  69  Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674. 

17  In  the  French  law  it  is  said 
that  riparian  owners  have  the  rights 
of  use  mentioned  in  article  644  £of 
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by  Mp.  Justice  Henshaw:  '•  **The  right  of  a  riparian  proprietor  in 
or  to  the  waters  of  a  stream  flowing  through  or  along  his  land  is 
not  the  right  of  ownership  in  or  to  those  waters,  but  is  a  usu- 
fructuary right — a  right,  amongst  others,  to  make  a  reasonable  use 
of  a  reasonable  quantity  for  irrigation,  returning  the  surplus  to  the 
natural  channel,  that  it  may  flow  on  in  the  accustomed  mode  to  the 
lands  below."** 

This  usufruct  is  perpetually  annexed  to  the  riparian  land  whether 
availed  of  by  irrigation  or  other  works  or  not  at  all;  just  as  the 
right  of  the  landowner  to  build  a  house  on  the  land  remains  though 
no  house  is  ever  actually  built.  The  right  of  use  remains  part  of 
the  value  of  the  estate  whether  the  estate  is  put  to  use  or  not,  for 
the  common  law  does  not  force  a  man  on  pain  of  forfeiture  to  use 
his  land  or  other  property  if  he  does  not  want  to.  **The  use  to 
which  one  is  entitled  is  not  that  which  he  happens  to  get  before 
another,  but  it  is  that  which,  by  reason  of  his  ownership  of  the  land 
on  the  stream,  he  can  enjoy  on  his  land  and  as  appurtenant  to  it."  ^ 

The  riparian  owner  usually  owns  the  bed  to  the  middle  of  the 
stream,  but  the  right  is  independent  of  that  fact,^*  and  exists  also 
in  navigable  streams,  where  the  title  to  the  bed  of  the  stream  is  in 
the  State,^  and,  on  the  other  hand,  does  not  exist  in  favor  of  one 
owning  only  the  bed,  and  no  bank-lands.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  713.  As  Subject  of  Grant  or  Contract. — We  shall,  in  a  later 
chapter,  discuss  grants  or  contracts  by  riparian  owners,^  and  here 
but  mention  the  subject  as  an  illustration  of  the  nature  of  the 
riparian  right. 

Any  riparian  owner  may  make,  with  other  riparian  owners  or 
even  with  nonriparian  owners,  such  arrangement  as  he  may  choose 


the  Code  Napoleon],  also  the  right  to 
fish,  and  the  right  to  islands  formed 
there.  ''Sauf  ces  avantages  accord^s 
auz  riverains,  les  eours  d'eau  nat- 
arels,  son  narigable,  ni  flottable,  ne 
■e  trouTent  dans  le  patrimoine  de  per- 
Sonne."  Droit  Civile  Francais,  by 
Aubrey  Sd  Bau,  Vol.  II,  p.  36,  and  in 
a  note,  "lis  ne  sont  pas  susceptibles 
d'etre  acquis  par  voie  d'occupation/' 
18  Hargrave  v.  Cook,  108  Cal.  72, 
11  Pac.  18,  13  L.  B.  A.  390. 

10  The  statement  of  the  limitation 
in  regard  to  riparian  owners  among 


themselves.  The  opinion  then  pro- 
ceeds to  state  that  against  nonripa- 
rian owners  the  riparian  proprietor's 
right  to  a  perpetual  usufruct  is  un- 
limited. 

20  RufBn,  C.  J.,  in  Pugh  v.  Wheeler, 
19  N.  C.  (2  Dev.  &  B.)  55. 

21  Supra,  sec.  696  et  seq. 

M  Infra,  sec.  726. 

28  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  at 
413,  10  Pac.  674. 

24  Infra,  see.  844  et  seq. 
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as  against  himself.  He  has  power  to  bind  himself  in  the  matter, 
although  it  is  not  clear  whether  this  is  because  the  effect  is  to 
transfer,  as  against  himself,  such  interest  as  he  may  have,  or  only 
to  estop  him  to  deny  his  grant,  and  thus  to  extinguish  his  own  right 
as  against  his  grantee.  As  to  the  latter  explanation  it  is  not  clear 
how  it  can  be  reconciled  with  the  settled  doctrine  that  such  grants 
or  contracts  are  within  the  statute  of  frauds,  and  it  presents  other 
difficulties. 

But,  as  a  general  principle,  against  noncontracting  riparian 
owners,  he  can  make  no  grant  for  any  purpose  or  to  any  extent 
for  use  off  his  own  riparian  land.  The  right  is  naturally  bound 
up  in  the  riparian  owner's  land  as  an  element  of  the  use  of  his  own 
land,  and  exists  only  because  of  the  value  and  character  which  it 
gives  to  that  very  land.  Separating  it  from  that  land  separates 
it  from  its  foundation.  It  is  in  reference  to  the  riparian  owner's 
own  lavd  that  his  right  is  correlated  to  the  right  of  other  riparian 
owners,  and  not  with  reference  to  some  other  land  to  which  he 
may  like  to  carry,  or  sell  the  right  to  carry,  the  water.  Other  ripa- 
rian owners  in  regard  to  their  own  land  are  required  to  figure  only 
on  the  use  of  their  neighbors'  own  land;  for  the  reasonable  use 
thereof  they  must  make  due  allowance  in  considering  their  own 
correlative  right ;  but  are  called  upon  to  make  no  allowance  in  favor 
of  any  riparian  owner  or  his  grantee  as  to  any  land  other  than  the 
riparian  owner's  own,  nor  even  any  use  on  his  own  land  which  the 
riparian  owner  may  license  to  others,  greater  than  he  could  be 
allowed  to  make  himself.  Hence  the  grant  by  a  riparian  owner 
for  use  off  the  grantor's  land  is  ineffectual  against  other  riparian 
owners. 

Possibly  an  exception  may  exist  in  extreme  cases  where  the  non- 
riparian  use  granted  is  such  that  it  cannot  possibly  impair  the  use 
of  the  land,  nor  lessen  its  value,  of  the  complaining  riparian  owner 
at  any  time  even  in  the  future.  On  any  but  very  large  streams 
such  supposable  cases  are  remote,  but  may  possibly  exist ;  as  where, 
for  example,  the  grant  is  to  a  nonriparian  owner  who  uses  the 
water  only  for  cooling  off  machinery  and  returns  it  undiminished 
and  unpolluted  to  the  stream ;  ^  or  where  the  land  of  the  complain- 
ing riparian  owner  is  worthless,  unproductive,  and  the  use  of  water 
could  never  become  an  element  of  value  of  his  estate.  In  such 
extreme  cases,  where  there  is  no  detraction  from  the  possible  present 

25  Kenait  v.  Great  Eastern  Ry.  Co.,  27  Ch.  D.  122. 
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CT  future  benefits  and  advantages  to  the  complaining  proprietor's 
riparian  land  or  its  use  or  value,  it  is  a  question  on  principle 
whether  he  is  suffering  any  wrong.  But  such  cases  are,  on  the 
whole,  extreme ;  usually  the  grant  is  of  su£5cient  water  or  for  such 
purpose  of  use  as  to  diminish  the  value  or  potentialities  of  the  com- 
plaining riparian  estate ;  and  as  a  general  rule  the  statement  must 
be  made  (though  reluctantly,  as  the  readers  of  previous  editions  of 
this  book  will  know)  that  noncontracting  riparian  owners  are  not 
in  any  way  bound  by  or  required  to  recognize  a  grant  made  by 
other  riparian  owners. 
Further  discussion  will  be  found  in  later  chapters.^ 

1  Infra,  lees.  795,  814,  844. 

§§  714-722.    (Blank  numbers:) 
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CHAPTER  31. 

WHAT  PERSONS  AND  UPON  WHAT  WATERS. 

S  723.  Who  are  riparian  proprietors. 

I  724.  Landholders  len  than  in  fee. 

I  725.  Upon  what  watera— WatercooiBei. 

I  726.  Navigable  streama. 

I  727.  Interstate  streama. 

I  728.  Standing  water — Lakes — ^Ponda. 

I  729.  Percolating  water. 

IS  730-738.     (Blank  numbera.) 

(3d  «d.) 

§  723.  Who  are  Biparian  Proprietors. — Only  those  who  own 
land  touching  the  stream  and  in  contact  with  its  flow  are  riparian 
proprietors.^  One  having  title  only  to  the  bed  is  not  a*  riparian 
proprietor.*  When  the  bed  is  dry  its  bank  owners  are  not  riparian 
proprietors  to  other  parts  of  the  stream  where  it  may  still  flow.* 
''When  the  stream  ceased  and  the  channel  became  dry,  he,  for  the 
time  being,  ceased  to  be  a  riparian  owner,  so  far  as  a  present  use 
of  the  water  was  concerned.  His  land  did  not,  at  those  times, 
border  upon  any  stream,"  *  but  a  subsurface  flow  being  proved,  the 
fact  that  there  is  no  surface  flow  does  not  make  a  case  within  this 
rule ;  he  is  still  a  riparian  owner.*^  The  rights  of  one  owning  land 
abutting  upon  an  inlet  or  slough,  connecting  with  a  stream,  to  take 
water  are  equal  to  those  of  riparian  proprietors  on  the  stream  itself  .• 


1  Lyon  V.  Fishmongers'  Co.,  quoted 
supra,  sec.  698;  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69 
Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674;  Hayden  v. 
Long,  8  Or.  244.  "AU  riparian 
rights  depend  upon  the  ownership  of 
land  which  is  contiguous  to  and 
touches  upon  the  water."  Sullivan 
Timber  Co.  v.  City  of  Mobile,  110 
Fed.  196. 

2  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  at 
413,  10  Pac.  674;  Page  v.  Mayor, 
10  App.  Div.  294,  41  N.  Y.  Supp. 
938.  But  see  Anaheim  W.  Co.  v. 
Fuller,  150  Cal.  329,  88  Pac.  978; 
McCarter  v.  Hudson  W.  Co.,  70  N. 
J.  Eq.  695,  118  Am.  St.  Rep.  754, 
65  Atl.  489,  10  Ann.  Cas.  116. 


8  Stacy  V.  Delery  (Tex.  Civ.  App 
(1909),  122  8.  W.  300. 

*  Gutierrez  v.  Wege,  145  Cal.  730, 
79  Pac.  449;  Duckworth  v.  Watson- 
ville  etc.-  Co.,  150  Cal.  520,  89  Pac. 
338.  See  infra,  sec.  768,  riparian 
land. 

5  Infra,  sec.  1078  et  seq.;  Huffner 
V.  Sawday,  153  Cal.  86,  94  Pac.  424 
(valley  dry  in  summer,  flowing  only 
in  November  to  June;  sandy  soil  and 
changing  bed;  abutting  owners  held 
to  be  riparian  proprietors). 

•  Turner  v.  James  Canal  Co.,  155 
Cal.  82,  132  Am.  St.  Rep.  59,  99  Pac. 
520,  22  L.  E.  A.,  N.  S.,  401,  17  Ann, 
Cas.  823. 
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If  a  stream  flows  through  a  city,  there  are  authorities  that  the 
city  as  a  whole  is  a  riparian  proprietor  J  But  the  writer's  impres- 
sion is  that  the  better  decisions  hold  only  the  lot  owners  touching 
the  stream  as  the  riparian  proprietors.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  724.  Landholders  Less  Than  in  Fee. — The  owners  of  pos- 
sessory rights  on  riparian  public  land,  constituting  equitable  claims, 
such  as  initiatory  homestead  claimants,  have  the  rights  of  riparian 
owners  from  the  first  necessary  proceedings.*  But  forfeiture  of 
title  to  the  land  occurring,  he  is  no  longer  a  riparian  proprietor,  as 
where  a  pre-emption  or  mining  claim  is  abandoned.*^  Where  an 
Indian  reservation  is  thrown  open  to  settlement,  it  becomes  vacant 
public  land,  and  the  settler  cannot  claim  successorship  to  the 
Indians  as  riparian  proprietors.^^  The  owner  of  a  mining  location 
may  be  a  riparian  proprietor.*^ 

In  the  pioneer  days  before  the  Federal  statutes  for  acquiring 
land  titles  it  remained  unsettled  whether  a  mere  squatter  on  ripa- 
rian public  land  could  claim  as  a  riparian  proprietor  as  against  later 
appropriators.  Crandall  v.  Woods  *^  held  that  he  could ;  that  only 
the  United  States  could  raise  the  point  that  settlers  were  trespassers ; 


7  City  held  to  be  a  riparian  pro- 
prietor and  maj  as  such  take  water 
for  domestic  use  of  its  inhabitants 
but  not  to  supply  outside  lands. 
Canton  v.  Shock,  66  Ohio,  19,  90  Am. 
St.  Bep.  557,  63  N.  £.  600,  58  L.  B. 
A.  637. 

Compare  Haupt's  Appeal,  125  Pa. 
211,  17  Atl.  436,  3  L.  B.  A.  536; 
Barre  W.  Co.  t.  Carnes,  65  Vt.  626, 

36  Am.  St.  Bep.  891,  27  Atl.  609,  21 
L.  B.  A.  769;  Rigpey  v.  Tacoma  Co., 
9  Wash.  245,  37  Pac.  297,  26  L.  B. 
A.  425;   Tarapa  W.  W.  Co.  v.  Cline, 

37  Fla.  586,  53  Am.  St.  Bep.  262,  20 
South.  780,  33  L.  B.  A.  376;  New 
Whatcom  v.  Fairhaven  Co.,  24  Wash. 
493,  64  Pac.  735,  54  L.  B.  A.  190; 
Stauffer  v.  East  Stroudsburg  Borough, 
215  Pa.  144,  64  Atl.  411;  Los  Angeles 
V.  Los  Angeles  W.  Co.,  124  Cal.  368, 
57  Pac.  210,  571;  aty  of  Schenectady 
V.  Furman,  61  Hun,  171,  15  N.  Y. 
Supp.  724. 

8  The  State  has  been  said  to  be  a 
riparian  proprietor,  by  reason  of  its 
ownership   of   the    foreshore  at   tide- 
water Rights — 50 


water  on  an  innarigable  stream.  Mc- 
Carter  v.  Hudson  etc.  Co.,  76  N.  J. 
Eq.  695,  118  Am.  St.  Bep.  754,  65 
Atl.  489,  an  anomalous  statement 
made  only  arguendo  in  a  generally 
poor  opinion.  See  19  Harvard  Law 
Beview,  216  note;  City  of  Paterson  v. 
East  Jersey  W.  Co.,  74  N.  J.  Eq.  49, 
70  Atl.  472.  Quaere,  how  far  a  rail- 
road is  a  riparian  proprietor  where  it 
owns  the  fee  of  its  roadbed  crossing 
or  paralleling  a  stream.  This  is  dis- 
cussed in  McCartney  ▼.  Londonderry 
etc.  By.  Co.,  [1904]  App.  Gas.  301,  311. 
•  Supra,  sec.  261. 

10  Conkling  v.  Pacific  Imp.  Co.,  87 
Cal.  296,  25  Pac.  399. 

11  Morris    v.    Bean     (Mont.),    146 
Fed.   432    (dictum),  affirmed   in   159 
Fed.  651,  86  C.  C.  A.  519.     See  $upra 
sec.  153,  note  19. 

12  Crandall  v.  Woods,  8  Cal.  136, 
1  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  607;  Leigh  v. 
Ditch  Co.,  8  Cal.  323,  12  Morr.  Min. 
Bep.  97. 

13  3  CslL  126,  1  Morr.  MiiL  Bep. 
604. 
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while  in  Nevada  it  was  held  that  he  could  not.^*  But  now,  since 
the  systematization  of  the  Federal  system  for  acquiring  land  titles, 
a  mere  squatter  on  public  land  cannot  claim  as  riparian  proprietor 
by  virtue  of  his  naked  possession  without  having  made  or  intending- 
to  make  such  filings  or  declarations  in  the  land  office  as  the  Federal 
statutes  may  require.*^  A  trespasser  on  public  land  is  for  some 
purposes  deemed  the  owner,  but  when  one  asserts  riparian  rights 
Bs  against  an  upper  appropriator  of  water  he  must  show  some  right, 
inchoate  or  otherwise,  to  the  land.^®  And  especially  has  he  to-dav 
no  right  which  he  can  assert  against  the  United  States  on  unsur- 
veyed  land  when  it  withdraws  the  land  for  the  Reclamation  Ser- 
vice." 

How  far  a  trespasser  on  private  land  may  be  regarded  as  a 
riparian  owner  we  have  already  mentioned.^®  On  principle  it  would 
seem  that  the  rule  of  Crandall  v.  Woods,  supra,  should  still  apply 
as  to  private  land;  that  against  strangers  to  the  landowner  the 
trespasser's  possession  of  the  riparian  land  is  alone  title  enough 
to  entitle  him  to  the  rights  of  a  riparian  owner  against  all  but  the 
owner  of  that  land.^®  It  would,  as  already  said,  still  also  apply 
as  to  public  land  if  it  were  not  that  it  is  expressly  or  impliedly 
contrary  to  the  policy  of  the  Federal  statutes  and  the  Federal  land 
system,  as  to  squatters  who  have  made  no  filings  on  the  land. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  726.  Upon  What  Waters— Watercourses.— The  right  at- 
taches to  the  whole  natural  stream,  including  its  subflow^  and 
storm  waters^*  and  tributaries.^ 

A  slough  or  branch  emptying  into  the  main  stream  may  be  a 
part  thereof  so  as  to  entitle  an  owner  on  such  slough  or  branch 
to  go  off  his  land  and,  with  consent  of  a  riparian  owner  on  the  main 
stream  (or  on  public  land),  take  water  from  the  main  stream  for 
use  on  his  land  riparian  to  the  slough  or  branch.  While  he  is  not 
a  riparian  owner  on  the  main  stream,  it  does  not  preclude  him  from 


14  See  supra;  sec.  261. 

15  Supra,  sec.  261. 

16  Silver  Creek  &  Panoche  Land  ft 
Water  Co.  v.  Hayes,  113  Cal.  142,  45 
Pac.  191. 

17  United  States  v.  Hanson  (Wash.), 
1^7  Fed.  881.  Cf.  Messenger  v. 
Kingsbury,  158  Cal.  611  (1910),  112 
Pac.  65. 

18  Supra,  sees.  221,  246,  319. 


19  See  Salmond  on  Torts,  sec.  — 

20  Infra,  sec.  1078. 

21  Infra,  sec.  828. 

22  Supra,  sec.  337;  Barneich  v. 
Mercy,  136  Cal.  205,  68  Pac.  589; 
HoUett  V.  Davis  (1909),  54  Wash. 
326,  103  Pac.  423;  Chauvet  v.  Hill, 
93  Cal.  107,  28  Pac.  1066;  Washburn 
on  Easements,  4th  ed.,  p.  396,  star 
p.  275,  sec.  324. 
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claiming  as  riparian  owner  on  the  npper  branch  even  though  the 
branch  flows  into  the  main  stream  only  at  times  of  unusually  high 
water  or  floods.^  And  in  another  case  ^  it  was  held  that  a  slough 
owner  could,  as  riparian  proprietor  on  the  slough,  take  water  from 
the  main  stream.^ 

What  constitutes  a  watercourse  depends  on  the  same  principles 
as  those  already  discussed.^ 

Riparian  rights  exist  in  definite  known  underground  streams* 
Riparian  rights  do  not  appertain  to  artificial  streams  except  by 
lapse  of  time .• 


(3d  ed.) 

^  726.  Navigable  Streams. — ^Riparian  rights  exist  in  navigable 
streams,^  though  the  State  owns  the  bed,  and  the  riparian  pro- 
prietor owns  none  of  the  soil  under  the  water;  for  the  right  de- 
pends upon  bordering  on  the  stream  and  owning  land  on  its  banks, 
not  the  bed.  The  leading  case  is  liyon  v.  Fishmongers'  Company,' 
already  quoted,'  wherein  it  is  further  said  by  Lord  Chelmsford: 
**Upon  this  second  question  the  Lords  Justices  said  they  were  'un- 
able to  find  any  authority  for  holding  that  a  riparian  proprietor 
where  the  tide  flows  and  reflows  has  any  rights  or  natural  easements 
vested  in  him  similar  to  those  which  have  been  held  in  numerous 
cases  to  belong  to  a  riparian  proprietor  on  the  banks  of  a  natural 
stream  above  the  flow  of  the  tide.'    But  with  great  respect,  I  find 


28  strong  ▼.  Baldwin  (1908),  154 
Cal.  150,  129  Am.  St.  Rep.  149,  97 
Pac.  178. 

24  Turner  ▼.  James  Canal  Co.,  155 
Cal.  82,  132  Am.  St.  Rep.  59,  99  Pac. 
520,  22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  401,  17  Ann, 
Cas.  823. 

25  The  court  said :  "The  court  finds, 
however,  that  Fresno  Slough  is  always 
connected  with  the  San  Joaquin  River, 
BO  that  water  will  flow  from  the  river 
into  the  slough,  or  into  the  river 
from  the  slough,  as  one  may  be  higher 
than  the  other  at  the  particular  time. 
Under  the  circumstances,  we  think 
that  a  person  owning  land  abutting 
upon  the  slough  has  an  equal  right  to 
take  water  therefrom,  and  an  equal 
right  to  a  reasonable  share  of  the 
water,  with  another  person  who  owns 
land  abutting  upon  the  main  stream. 
....  No  line  could  be  fixed  beyond 
which  it  could  be  declared   that  the 


water  could  not  extend  so  as  to  carry 
riparian  rights  in  the  stream  to  the 
land  along  its  borders.  The  only  rea- 
sonable conclusion  is  that  no  such  dis- 
tinction exists,  and  that  the  rights  of 
all  persons  owning  land  adjoining 
upon  the  stream,  or  upon^any  bay, 
inlet  or  slough  connecting  therewith, 
are  equal  and  coextensive  with  those 
of  persons  owning  land  bordering 
upon  the  main  current  or  channel," 
etc. 

1  Supra,  sec.  333  et  seq. 

a  Infra,  sec.  1077. 

<  Siipra,  sec.  51  et  seq. 

4  Smith  V.  aty  of  Rochester,  92  N. 
T.  463,  44  Am.  Dec.  393,  and  cases 
in/ra, 

6  L.  R.  1.  App.  Cas.  673,  affirmed 
in  North  Shore  Ry.  v.  Pion,  L.  B.  14 
App.  Cas.  612. 

0  Supra,  sec.  698. 
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no  authority  for  the  contrary  proposition,  and  I  see  no  sound  prin- 
ciple upon  which  the  distinction  between  the  two  descriptions  of 
natural  streams  can  be  supported.  And  it  seems  to  me  that  cases 
have  been  decided  which  are  strongly  opposed  to  it.  Why  a  ripa- 
rian proprietor  on  a  tidal  river  should  not  possess  all  the  pecidiar 
advantages  which  the  position  of  his  property  with  relation  to  the 
river  affords  him,  provided  they  occasion  no  obstruction  to  the  navi- 
gation, I  am  unable  to  comprehend."  Lord  Cairns,  Chancellor, 
said:  ''But  the  doctrine  would  be  a  serious  and  alarming  one, 
that  a  riparian  owner  on  a  public  river,  and  even  on  a  tidal  public 
river,  had  none  of  the  ordinary  rights  of  a  riparian  owner,  as  such, 
to  preserve  the  stream  in  its  natural  condition  for  all  the  usual 
purposes  of  the  land.'* 

The  California  court  has  said:  ''We  see  no  occasion  to  discuss 
the  question  as  to  whether  the  river  is  navigable  or  not.  In  either 
event  the  result  would  be  the  same.  The  riparian  owner  on  a 
nontidal,  navigable  stream  has  all  the  rights  of  a  riparian  owner 
not  inconsistent  with  the  public  easement."^  And  has  also  up- 
held an  appropriation  upon  a  navigable  stream."  In  a  Texas  case: 
"As  to  all  streams,  whether  navigable  or  otherwise,  the  right  exists 
to  the  use  of  the  water  for  domestic  purposes,  etc."  **The  riparian 
rights  of  the  owner  of  lands  on  a  navigable  stream  do  not  depend 
upon  his  ownership  of  the  soil  to  the  center  of  the  stream.^  It 
is  therefore  immaterial  to  the  existence  of  the  right  in  this  State 
that  the  State  has  refused  to  extend  grants  across  streams  thirty 
feet  in  width,  and  has  required  the  grant  to  stop  at  the  margin  of 
such  streams."  Adding  that  the  right  is  subordinate  to  the  public 
easement  of  navigation.^^  The  Texas  case  went  to  the  Texas  su- 
preme court  ^^  where  the  proprietor's  right  was  not  only  upheld,  but 
the  former  case  was  reversed  for  holding  that  his  use  could  be  de- 
stroyed without  compensation  in  the  improvement  of  navigation. 


f  Heilbron  v.  Fowler  etc.  Co.,  75 
Cal.  426,  7  Am.  St.  Bep.  185,  17  Pac. 
535. 

8  Supra,  sec.  339. 

9  Citing  Scranton  v.  Wheeler,  179 
U.  S.  141,  21  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  48,  45  L. 
Ed.  126;  Gould  on  Waters,  p.  275. 

10  Bingham  Bros.  v.  Port  Arthur 
etc.  Co.  (Tex.  Civ.  App.),  91  S.  W. 
848,  100  Tex.  192,  97  S.  W.  686,  13 
Ij.  R.  a.,  N.  S.,  656.  See,  also,  Ka- 
lama  Co.  v.  Kalama  Co.,  48  Wash. 
622,  125  Am.  St.  Rep.  948,  94  Pac. 


469,  22  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  641;  Spokane 
Co.  V.  Arthur  Jones  Co.,  53  Wash.  37, 
101  Pac.  515;  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69  Cal. 
255,  at  387,  10  Pac.  674;  Williams  ▼. 
Pulmer,  151  Pa.  405,  31  Am.  St.  Rep. 
767,  25  Atl.  103.  In  Nebraska  it  has 
been  doubted  whether  t^e  riparian 
right  of  use  exists  on  navigable 
streams.  Crawford  v.  Hathawaj,  67 
Neb.  325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  93 
N.  W.  781,  60  L.  R.  A.  889. 

11  100  Tex.  192,  97  a  W.  680,  13 
li.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  656. 
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Some  further  presentation  of  the  law  of  navigable  streams  is 
given  elsewhere,^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  727.  Interstate  Streams. — ^Upon  streams  flowing  from  a  State 
recognizing  riparian  rights  into  one  denying  them,  the  riparian 
right  has  been  upheld  in  favor  of  proprietors  in  the  former  State.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  728.    Standing  Water— Lakes— Ponds.^^— In  the  House  of 

Lords  "  the  Chancellor  ^*  recently  said  of  a  dam  built  about  a  rock 
in  a  river:  ''The  right  to  maintain  that  artificial  addition  to  the 
rock  may  be  assumed;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  the  addition  to 
the  rock  has  in  any  respect  altered  the  legal  relations  of  the  par- 
ties and  made  what  has  been  part  of  a  running  stream  hitherto,  less 
a  running  stream,  or  turned  it  into  a  pond,  so  that  the  water  in- 
closed within  that  pond  should  become,  not  puhlici  juris,  but  water 
with  somewhat  of  a  proprietary  right." 

.We  refer  to  this  because  it  implies  that  water  in  a  pond  is  water 
with  somewhat  of  a  proprietary  right,  depending  upon  different 
considerations  than  watercourses,  for,  as  already  discussed,  the  law 
of  watercourses  is  based  on  the  fundamental  consideration  that  the 
corpus  of  the  running  water  is  not  the  subject  of  private  owner- 
ship. If,  then,  the  corpus  of  water  in  a  pond  (not  running,  but 
standing  water)  is  property,  the  basis  of  the  riparian  right  is  gone, 
and  the  analogy  is  rather  to  the  law  of  percolating  water. 

However  this  may  be,  where  the  pond  or  lake  has  an  inlet  or  outlet 
in  a  running  stream,  the  lake  is  regarded  as  but  a  part  of  the 
watercourse,  and  governed  by  the  law  of  watercourses  and  the 
riparian  right  of  use  exists  thereon.*''  And  it  has  now  been 
settled  in  California  that  tlie  rights  of  riparian  owners  on  a  lake 
do  not  differ  from  those  on  streams  so  far  as  concerns  use  of  the 
water.    In  Turner  v.  James  Canal  Co.*'  it  was  said  and  held,  per 


12  Supra,  see.  339;  infra,  sec.  898. 

13  See  supra,  sec.  340  et  seq. 
M  See,  also,  supra,  sec.  346. 

15  White  V.  White,  [1906]  App. 
Cas.  27. 

10  Lord  Halsburj. 

17  Duckworth  t.  Watsonville  etc. 
Co.,  150  Cal.  520,  89  Pac.  338,  dictum 
only;  City  of  Syracuse  v.  Stacey,  169 
N.  Y.  231,  62  N.  E.  354.     Such,  also, 


seems  the  point  of  view  of  the  Eng- 
lish case,  suprOf  which  case,  further, 
so  far  jBLB  it  speaks  of  a  pond,  prob-* 
ably  contemplated  an  artificial  pond; 
as  to  which  see  supra,  sees.  32,  51  et 
seq. 

18  155  Cal.  82,  132  Am.  St.  Rep. 
59,  99  Pac.  520,  22  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S., 
401,  17  Ann.  Cas.  823. 
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Mr.  Justice  Shaw:  "No  authority  is  cited  in  favor  of  the  proposi- 
tion that  riparian  rights  exist  only  in  flowing  streams.  After  a 
somewhat  exhaustive  search  we  have  not  succeeded  in  finding  any 
decision  to  that  effect  That  such  rights  exist  in  any  body  of 
water,  whether  flowing  or  not,  is  shown  by  the  following  quotations 
from  decisions  of  other  States.^*  ....  Many  of  these  decisions 
relate  to  rights  in  the  water  other  than  the  use  of  it  for  irrigation, 
but  the  context  shows  that  the  principle  was  considered  a  general 
one  applicable  to  riparian  rights  of  every  description.  The  plain- 
tiffs seek  to  found  a  distinction  upon  the  assumed  fact  that  the 
waters  of  a  pond  or  lake  have  no  source  of  supply,  and  that  if  the 
riparian  owner  takes  water  therefrom,  the  water  of  such  lake  or 
pond  will  ultimately  become  exhausted.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose 
that  a  permanent  pond  or  lake  has  no  source  of  supply.  There  is  a 
constant  drain  upon  such  a  body  of  water  by  evaporation  into  the 
air  and  sometimes  by  seepage  into  the  surrounding  soil.  If  there 
were  no  supply,  the  lake  or  pond  would  soon  cease  to  exist.  But 
even  in  a  case  of  a  pond  or  lake  caused  by  an  overflow,  which  has 
no  other  source  of  supply,  and  which  by  reason  of  seepage  and 
evaporation  will  soon  disappear,  we  think  it  must  be  conceded  that 
the  riparian  owners  have  a  right  to  the  reasonable  use  of  the  water 
both  for  domestic  purposes  and  for  irrigation  of  the  adjacent  land. 
If  such  right  does  not  exist,  the  water  would  disappear  without  ad- 
vantage to  anyone,  whereas  by  the  use  thereof  it  might  be  made 
of  great  benefit  to  the  adjoining  owners.  We  can  see  no  reason 
why  the  law  should  declare  that  in  such  a  case  all  of  the  adjacent 


!•  Citing  1  Farnham  on  Waters, 
sec.  62,  p.  278;  sec.  63,  pp.  280,  282; 
Turner  v.  Holland,  65  Mich.  466,  33 
N.  W.  283;  Lamprey  v.  State,  52 
Minn.  181,  38  Am.  St.  Bep.  541,  53 
N.  W,  1139,  18  L.  R.  A.  670;  Hardin 
V.  Jardin,  140  U.  S.  371,  11  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  808,  838,  35  L.  Ed.  428;  Finley 
V.  Hershey,  41  Iowa,  393;  Robinson 
V.  Davis,  47  App.  Div.  405,  62  in.  Y. 
Supp.  444;  Lembeck  v.  Nye,  47  Ohio 
St.  354,  21  Am.  St.  Rep.  828,  24  N. 
E.  686,  8  L.  R.  A.  578  (domestic  and 
Agricultural  uses) ;  Priewe  v.  Wiscon- 
sin, 93  Wis.  546,  67  N.  W.  918,  33 
L.  R.  A.  645;  Cedar  Lake  H.  Co.  v. 
Cedar  C.  etc.  Co.,  79  Wis.  302,  48  N. 
W.  371;  Valparaiso  etc.  Co.  v.  Dick- 
over,  17  Ind.  App.  233,  46  N.  E.  591; 
Fernald  v.  Knox  Woolen  Co.,  82  Me. 


56,  19  Atl.  93,  7  L.  R.  A.  459 ;  Draper 
V.  Brown,  115  Wis.  366,  91  N.  W. 
1001;  Delaplaine  v.  Chicago  etc.  Co., 
42  Wis.  214,  24  Am.  Rep.  399;  Has- 
sett  v.  Salisbnrjr  Co.,  43  N.  H.  578, 
82  Am.  Dec.  179.  In  addition  to 
these,  reference  maj  be  made  also  to 
Auburn  v.  Water  Co.,  90  Me.  586,  587, 
38  Atl.  561,  38  L.  R.  A.  188;  Madson 
V.  Spokane  Valley  L.  ft  W.  Co.,  40 
Wash.  414,  82  Pac.  719,  6  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  257;  Kalez  v.  Spokane  etc.  Co., 
42  Wash.  43,  84  Pac.  395;  People  v. 
Hulbert,  131  Mich.  156,  91  N.  W.  211, 
64  L.  R.  A.  265;  18  Am.  ft  Eng. 
Enej.  of  Law,  135,  139.  "The  rights 
of  riparian  owners  upon  lakes  and 
ponds  are  the  same  as  upoB  other 
waters."  Lewis  on  Eminent  Domain, 
2d  ed.,  sec.  84e. 
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owners  of  land  must  abstain  from  taking  any  of  the  water  and  thus 
allow  it  to  remain  uselessly  in  its  position  until  the  forces  of  nature 
remove  it."  And  also  in  the  same  case:  "There  is  no  decision  in 
this  State  upon  the  subject  of  the  riparian  rights  of  the  owner  of 
land  upon  a  body  of  water  not  flowing.  Nor  is  there  anything 
in  any  of  our  decisions  intimating  that  such  rights  do  not  exist." 
And  held  that,  with  the  limitation  of  reasonable  use,  "the  right  to  use 
water  upon  adjoining  land,  applies  as  well  to  the  water  of  a  lake, 
pond,  slough  or  any  natural  body  of  water,  by  whatever  name  it 
may  be  called,  as  to  a  running  stream." 


(3d  ed.) 

§  729.  Percolating  Water. — The  law  of  riparian  rights  does 
strictly  not  apply  to  percolating  water,  since  there  can  be  no  ripa- 
rian proprietors  where  there  is  no  watercourse  or  lake  or  pond  or 
other  body  of  water  having  banks.^  Rights  in  percolating  water 
are  separately  considered  later.  The  word  "riparian"  has,  how- 
ever, been  recently  used  with  reference  to  landa  bearing  diffused 
percolating  water.^^  and  the  new  California  law  of  percolating 
water  is  very  similar  to  the  law  of  riparian  rights  on  streams.^ 


20  Morrison  v.  Officer,  48  Or.  569, 
87  Pae.  896. 

21  Cohen  ▼.  La  Canada  W.  Co.,  151 
Cal.  680,  91  Pac.  584,  11  L.  B.  A., 
N.  8.,  752. 

22  Infra,  secB.  1090,  1104.  "The 
conditions  in  all  cases  are  analogous 
as  far  ae  the  natural  supply  of  waters 
is  available  for  use  upon  the  lands 
concerned,  whether  the  lands  be  ripa- 
rian to  the  stream  or  overljing  a 
common  subterranean  stratum,  or 
whether  the  underlying  strata  are 
connected  and  supplied  directly  from 


the  flow  of  the  stream  itself.  In 
either  case  there  is  a  natural  supply 
of  water  of  which  the  lands  by  reason 
of  their  location  ....  have  a  nat- 
ural advantage  to  the  use  of  the 
waters.'  IahSb  are  invariably  pur- 
chased in  view  of  the  benefits  which 
they  may  derive  from  being  riparian 
to  a  stream  or  overlying  well-supplied 
strata  of  water,  the  right  to  the  flow 
or  extraction  of  which  is  a  part  and 
parcel  of  the  land."  Miller  v.  Bay 
Cities  W.  Co.,  157  Cal.  256,  107  Pac. 
115. 


§§  730-738.    (Blank  numbers.), 
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CHAPTER  32. 

LIMITATIONS   ON  USB    BETWEEN   RIPARIAN   PROPRX- 
BTORS  THEMSELVES  FOR  THEIR  OWN  LANDS. 

REASONABLE  USB. 

A    CLASSIFICATION  OF  USEa 

i  739.  Equality  of  riparian  owners.  M 

I  740.  Natural  naes — (Use  to  support  life).  ^ 

5  741.  Origin  of  tho  term  "natural  uses." 

I  742.  Irrigation  not  within  this  class. 

I  743.  Artificial  nses — (Business  uses). 

5  744.    Same. 

B.    REASONABLE  USE. 

5  745.  Reasonable  use  generallj. 

5  746.  Reasonable  use  for  power  purposes. 

5  747.  Same — In  California. 

5  748.  Reasonable  use  for  irrigation. 

5  749.  Same — Turner  t.  James  Canal  Cow 

5  749a.  Same. 

§  750.  Reasonable  use  (Concluded). 

C.  APPORTIONMENT. 
I  751.     Apportionment. 

I  752.    Apportionment  is  an  equitable  remedy. 

5  753.     Confined  to  the  parties  litigant. 

D.  MISCELLANEOUS. 
5  754.    Manner  of  use. 

§  755.     Return  of  surplus. 

§  756.    Possibility  for  a  Riparian  Administrative  System. 

§§  757-764.     (Blank  numbers.) 

A.    CLASSIFICATION  OF  USES. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  739.  Equality  of  Riparian  Owners. — Since  nonriparian  lands 
have  no  access  to  the  stream,  they  are,  so  far  as  concerns  the  present 
chapter,  excluded  from  the  natural  resource,  and  the  present  chap> 
ter  refers  only  to  riparian  owners  as  between  themselves;  physical* 
conditions  exclude  all  other  lands  from  access  to  the  stream  in  its 
natural  position. 

The  water  in  the  stream  belongs  to  no  one — it  is  not,  and  cannot 
be,  while  flowing  in  its  natural  course,  the  subject  of  ownership  by 
anyone.^    But  each  riparian  owner  has  a  right  to  the  use  of  his  own 

1  Supra,  sec.  2  et  seq. 
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land,  and  since  all  riparian  proprietors,  by  their  nalaral  situation 
in  contact  with  the  stream,  have  an  eqnal  right  of  access  to  the 
water,  they  have  an  eqnal  right  of  use  for  their  own  lands,  which  no 
one  of  them  may  unreasonably  violate.  The  waters  of  a  stream 
are  *'a  common  supply,  to  which  all  who,  by  their  natural  situation, 
have  access  to  it  have  a  common  right,  and  of  which  they  may  make 
a  reasonable  use  upon  the  land  so  situated,"  and  ''all  the  parties 
having  access  to  it  would  have  the  right  to  share  reasonably  in  its 
use."^  In  a  reasonable  use  of  one's  own  land  the  damage  to  the 
other  is  damnum  absque  injuria,  but  in  excess,  the  damage  is  wrong- 
ful. There  is  a  perfect  equality  of  right  among  all  the  proprietors, 
said  Justice  Story.* 

It  is  a  ** common  right"  in  the  sense  that  the  corpus  of  the  water 
is  the  property  of  no  one,  and  therefore  ** common"  in  the  purely 
negative  sense  that  all  riparian  owners  are  equally  entitled  to  the 
benefits  which  it  does  or  may  give  their  own  land;  as  it  has  been 
said,  ''There  is  a  linement  out  of  which  every  man  shall  have  a 
benefit."*  A  riparian  proprietor  on  whose  land  a  stream  rises 
has  no  greater  right  than  other  riparian  proprietors.^  Nor  has 
one  who  first  used  the  water.^  The  rights  of  the  riparian  pro- 
prietors are  correlative,  as  contrasted  with  the  exclusive  right  ob- 
tained by  appropriation.  "The  property  interest  in  the  water  is 
usufructuary,  and  his  right  thereto  is  subject  to  many  limitations 
and  restrictions,  and  always  depends  upon  its  reasonableness  when 
considered  in  connection  with  a  like  right  as  belonging  to  all  other 


2  Hudson  Y.  Dailej,  156  CaL  617, 
105  Pac.  748. 

8  Tyler  t.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason,  397, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,312.  See,  also, 
Thornton,  J.,  in  Anaheim  W.  Go.  t. 
Semi-Tropic  W.  Co.,  64  Cal.  185,  196, 
30  Pac.  623;  Lone  Tree  Co.  v.  Cy- 
clone Co.  (S.  D.),  128  N.  W.  596; 
Pugh  T.  Wheeler,  19  N.  C.  (2  Dev.  & 
B.)  50  (Buffin,  C.  J.).  "The  theoiy 
of  the  law  of  riparian  rights  in  this 
State  is  that  the  ^ater  of  a  stream 
belongs  bj  a  sort  of  common  right,  to 
the  several  riparian  owners  along  the 
stream,  each  being  entitled  to  sever 
his  share  for  use  on  his  riparian 
land."  Mr.  Justice  Shaw  in  Anaheim 
W.  Co.  V.  Puller,  150  Cal.  327,  88 
Pac.  978. 

4  Crew,  C.  J.,  in  Shury  ▼.  Pigott, 
Poph.  169,  79  Eng.  Reprint,  1263. 
It  is  erroneous  to  say  that  the  ripa- 


rian proprietors  are  tenants  in  com- 
mon, for  the  law  of  tenancy  in  com- 
mon has  no  application.  Senior  t. 
Anderson,  138  Cal.  716,  at  723,  72 
Pac.  349.  See,  however,  Charnock  v. 
Higuerra,  111  Cal.  473,  52  Am.  St. 
Bep.  195,  44  Pac.  171,  32  L.  B.  A. 
190;  Pratt  y.  Lamson,  2  Allen 
(Mass.),  289;  Boberts  t.  Claremont 
Co.,  74  N.  H.  217,  24  Am.  St.  Bep. 
962,  66  Atl.  485. 

6  Barneich  y.  Mercy,  136  Cal.  206, 
68  Pac.  589;  Geddish  v.  Parrish,  1 
Wash.  St.  587,  21  Pac.  314;  Nielson 
y.  Sponer,  46  Wash.  14,  123  Am.  St. 
Bep.  910,  89  Pac.  155;  Dudden  v. 
Glutton  Union  (1857),  1  H.  &  N. 
627;  Bunting  v.  Hicks  (1894),  70  L. 
T.  455;  Mostyn  v.  Atherton  (1899), 
2  Ch.  361. 

0  Supra,  sec.  670. 
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riparian  proprietors.  His  use  must  be  reasonable,  whatever  may 
be  its  purpose;  and  he  may  not,  under  any  circumstances,  by  his 
use,  materially  damage  other  proprietors,  either  above  or  below 
him."'' 

The  classical  statement  of  this  equality  of  right  among  riparian 
owners  is  that  made  by  Justice  Story  in  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson.* 
Each  proprietor,  he  says,  has  an  equal  right  to  the  advantage  of 
the  flow  of  the  stream.  **But,  strictly  speaking,  he  has  no  property 
in  the  water  itself,  but  a  simple  use  of  it  while  it  passes  along. 
The  consequence  of  this  principle  is,  that  no  proprietor  has  a  right 
to  use  the  water  to  the  prejudice  of  another This  is  the  nec- 
essary result  of  the  perfect  equality  of  right  among  all  the  pro- 
prietors of  that  which  is  common  to  all.  The  natural  stream  ex- 
isting by  the  bounty  of  Providence  for  the  benefit  of  the  land 
through  which  it  flows  is  an  incident  annexed  by  operation  of  law 
to  the  land  itself.  When  I  speak  of  this  common  right,  I  do  not 
mean  tQ  be  understood  as  holding  the  doctrine  thai  there  can  be  no 
diminution  whatsoever  by  a  riparian  proprietor  in  the  use  of  the 
water  as  it  flows,  for  that  would  be  to  deny  any  valuable  use  of  it. 
There  may  be,  and  there  must  be,  allowed  to  all,  of  that  which  is 
common,  a  reasonable  use.  The  true  test  of  the  principle  and  extent 
of  the  use  is,  whether  it  is  to  the  injury  of  the  other  proprietors 
or  not.  There  may  be  a  diminution  in  quantity,  or  a  retardation 
or  acceleration  of  the  natural  current  indispensable  for  the  general 
and  valuable  use  of  the  water,  perfectly  consistent  with  the  com- 
mon  right.  The  diminution,  retardation,  or  acceleration,  not  posi- 
tively and  sensibly  injurious,  by  diminishing  the  value  of  the  com- 
mon right,  is  an  implied  element  in  the  right  of  using  the  stream 
at  all.^  The  law  here,  as  in  many  other  cases,  acts  with  reasonable 
reference  to  the  public  convenience  and  general  good,  and  is  not 
betrayed  into  narrow  strictures  subversive  of  common  sense,  nor 
into  an  extravagant  looseness  which  would  destroy  private  rights. 
The  maxim  is  applied,  sic  utere  tuo  ut  alienum  non  laedas." 

The  attitude  of  the  passage  is  summed  up  in  the  closing   sen- 

« 

tences. 

7  Crawford  ▼.  Hathaway,  67  Neb.  «  4    Mason,    397,    Fed.    Caa.    No. 

325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  93  N.  W.       14,312.     Italics  ours. 

781,  60  L.  B.  A.  889.     Citing  Union        .  •  N?*®.*^*^.  ^«  ^^es  not  say  "sen- 
-ir-ii    Q-  -fcr*   •        />!  -rw^     u         /n       sMj  diminishinff  the  now*';  he  is  ex- 

MiU  &  Mining  Co.  v.  Dangberg    (C.       ^^ J^j^  denying  that,  and  says  "sen- 

C),  81  Fed.  73;  Williamson  V.  Lock's       gibly    diminishing    the   value   of    the 

Creek  Canal  Co.,  78  N.  C.  156.  caramon  right** 
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What  is  such  unreasonable  interference  has  become  defined  by  re- 
peated decision  of  particular  cases,  crystallizing  into  some  rules. 
The  chief  classification  is  between  natural  uses  and  artificial  uses.^^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  740.  Natural  Uses — (Use  to  Support  Life). — Natural  uses 
are  those  arising  out  of  the  necessities  of  life  on  the  riparian  land, 
such  as  household  use,  drinking,  watering  domestic  animals.  For 
these  purposes  the  riparian  owner  may  take  the  whole  stream  if 
necessary,  leaving  none  to  go  down  to  lower  riparian  proprietors." 


10  Wiggins  y.  Muscupiabe  etc.  Co., 
113  Gal.  182,  54  Am.  St.  Rep.  337,  45 
Pac.  160,  32  L.  R.  A.  667;  Lux  v. 
Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  at  408,  10  Pac. 
674  J  Lone  Tree  Co.  v.  Cyclone  Co. 
(8.  D.),  128  N.  W.  696;  Lawrie  v. 
Silsby,  82  Vt.  505,  74  Ati.  94. 

Lord  Macnaghten,  in  McCartney 
V.  Londonderry  Railway,  [1904]  App. 
Caa.  301,  said:  "There  are,  it  seems 
to  me,  three  ways  in  which  a  person 
whose  lands  are  intersected  or 
bounded  by  a  running  stream  may 
use  the  water  to  which  the  tittuition 
of  hia  property  gives  him  access,** 
These  ways,  he  says,  are:  First, 
primary  uses  for  which  be  may  take 
the  whole  stream;  second,  other  uses 
connected  with  or  incident  to  his 
land  with  regard  to  which  his  use 
is  limited;  and  third,  uses  foreign  to 
his  land  as  to  which  he  has  no  right 
at  all. 

11  Calif omia, — Lux  v.  Hagg^in,  69 
Cal.  255,  at  395  and  407,  10  Pac. 
674;  CrandaU  v.  Woods,  8  Cal.  138, 

I  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  604;  Bear  River 
Co.  V.  York  Co.,  8  Cal.  333,  68  Am. 
Dec.  325,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  526; 
Ferrea  v.  Knipe,  28  Cal.  340,  87  Am. 
Dec.  128;  Hale  v.  McLea,  53  Cal. 
578;   Swift  v.  Goodrich,  70  Cal.  103, 

II  Pac.  561;  Stanford  v.  Felt,  71 
Cal.  249,  16  Pac.  900;  Gould  v.  Staf- 
ford, 77  Cal.  66,  18  Pac.  879;  Alta 
etc.  Co.  V.  Hancock,  85  Cal.  219,  20 
Am.  St.  Rep.  217,  24  Pac.  645;  Chau- 
vet  V.  Hill.  93  Cal.  407,  28  Pac. 
1066;  Wigjjins  v.  Muscupiabe  etc.  Co., 
113  Cal.  182,  54  Am.  St.  Rep.  337, 
45  Pac.  160.  32  L.  R.  A.  667;  Smith 
V.  Corbit.  116  Cal.  587,  48  Pac.  725; 
Temple,  J.,  in  Katz  v.  Walkinshaw, 
141  Cal.  116,  99  Am.  St.  Rep.  35, 
70  Pac.  663,  74  Pac.  766,  64  L.  R. 


A.  iB6;  Duckworth  v.  Watsonville 
etc«  Co.,  150  Cal.  520,  89  Pac.  338. 

Colorado. — ^Broadmoor  etc.  Co.  v. 
Brookside  etc.  Co.,  24  Colo.  541,  52 
Pac.  792  {^dictum  only,  as  the  law  of 
riparian  rights  is  not  enforced  in  this 
State.    Supra,  sec.  118). 

NebrMka — Crawford  Co.  ▼.  Hath- 
away, 67  Neb.  325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep. 
647,  93  N.  W.  781,  60  L.  R,  A.  889. 

Oregon, — Hough  v.  Porter,  51  Or. 
318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102 
Pac.  728. 

r«r{M.— Rhodes  v.  Whitehead,  27 
Tex.  304,  310,  84  Am.  Dec.  631; 
Baker  v.  Brown,  55  Tex.  377;  Bar- 
rett ▼.  Metcalfe,  12  Tex.  Civ.  App. 
247,  33  S.  W.  759. 

Washington. — Nielsen  v.  Sponer, 
46  Wash.  14,  123  Am.  St.  Rep.  910, 
89  Pac.  155;  McEvoy  v.  Taylor 
(1909),  56  Wash.  357,  105  Pac.  851. 

Miscellaneous. — Union  Min.  Co.  v. 
Dangberg,  81  Fed.  73;  Evans  v.  Mer- 
riweather,  3  Scam.  (111.),  496,  38  Am. 
Dec.  106;  Wadsworth  v.  Tillotson,  15 
Conn.  366,  39  Am.  Dec.  391;  Penn- 
sylvania Ry.  Co.  v.  Miller,  112  Pa. 
41,  3  Atl.  780;  Clark  v.  Pennsylvania 
Ry.,  145  Pa.  438,  27  Am.  St.  Rep. 
710,  22  Atl.  990;  Anderson  v.  Qn- 
cinnati  L.  Ry.,  86  Ky.  44,  9  Am.  St. 
Rep.  263,  5  S.  W.  49;  Young  v.  Barn- 
kier  etc.  Co.  (H.  of  L.),  [1893]  App. 
Cas.  691;  Slack  v.  Marsh,  11  Phila. 
543 ;  Hopper  v.  Hopper,  146  Pa.  365 ; 
23  Atl.  321;  Lawrie  v.  Silsby  (1909), 
82  Vt.  505,  74  Atl.  94;  Spence  v. 
McDonough,  77  Iowa,  460,  42  N.  W. 
371;  Anderson  v.  Cincinnati  Ry.,  86 
Ky.  44,  9  Am.  St.  Rep.  263,  5  S.  W. 
49;  Blanchard  v.  Baker,  8  Me.  253, 
23  Am.  Dec.  504;  Chatfield  v.  Wilson, 
31  Vt.  358;  McElvov  v.  Goble.  6 
Ohio  St.  187;  Union  etc.  Co.  v.  Fer- 
ris, 2  Saw.  176,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,371, 
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Some  quotations  may  be  given  to  this  eflfect.  In  a  very  early 
California  case  ^  it  was  said:  *'The  use  of  the  water  of  a  stream  for 
domestic  purposes  and  for  watering  cattle  necessarily  diminishes 
the  volume  of  the  stream.  This  is  unavoidable,  and  though,  by 
reason  of  such  diminution,  a  proprietor  on  the  stream  below  fails 
to  receive  a  supply  commensurate  with  his  wants,  he  is  without 
remedy."  ^  In  Lux  v.  Haggin  it  is  said:  **So  far  as  the  question 
may  be  supposed  to  imply  that  an  upper  proprietor  may  not  *  es- 
sentially' diminish  the  water  by  using  it  for  domestic  purposes,  and 
for  watering  cattle,  the  weight  of  authority  is  that  he  may,  if  neces- 
sary, consume  all  the  water  of  the  stream  for  those  purposes.  Such 
is  the  California  rule.  Indeed,  in  case  of  a  small  rivulet,  the  nec- 
essary consequences  of  using  it  at  all,  by  one  or  more  upper  owners, 
for  these  'natural'  or  *  primary'  purposes,  must  often  be  to  exhaust 
the  water. "^*  In  another  California  case:  "It  appears  to  be  law 
that  where  all  the  water  of  a  stream  is  needed  for  domestic  pur- 
poses and  for  watering  cattle  and  is  thus  consumed  by  one  pro- 
prietor, the  law  allows  such  use."**  In  a  Texas  case:  "A  lower 
proprietor  cannot  complain  that  one  above  uses  the  water  of  a 
stream  for  ordinary  purposes,  even  though  the  water  is  thus  ex- 
hausted."*^ The  leading  expression  is  in  a  well-known  English 
case:  **By  the  general  law  applicable  to  running  streams,  every 
riparian  proprietor  has  a  right  to  what  may  be  called  the  ordinary 
use  of  the  water  flowing  past  his  land ;  for  instance,  to  the  reason- 
able use  of  the  water  for  his  domestic  purposes  and  for  his  cattle, 


8  Morr.  Min.  Eep.  90;  People  v.  Hul- 
bert,  131  Mich.  156,  100  Am.  St.  Eep. 
588,  91  N.  W.  211,  64  L.  B.  A.  265; 
Hazeltine  v.  Case,  46  Wis.  391,  32 
Am.  Eep.  715,  1  N.  W.  66;  Pomeroy 
on  Biparian  Bights,  sees.  129,  134; 
30  Am.  &  Eng.  Ency.  of  Law,  2d 
ed.,  (b)  pp.  358,  359,  note  1. 

12  It  was  laid  down  also  in  still 
earlier  cases  cited  supra, 

18  Ferrea  v.  Knipe,  28  CaL  341,  87 
Am.  Dec.  128. 

14  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  10 
Pac.  674. 

15  Stanford  v.  Felt,  71  Cal.  249,  at 
251,  16  Pac.  900.  As  to  this  opinion, 
see  Wiggins  v.  Muscupiabe  Co.,  113 
Cal.  189,  54  Am.  St.  Eep.  337,  45 
Pac.  160,  32  L.  E.  A.  667. 

16  Barrett  v.  Metcalf,  12  Tex.  Civ. 
App.  247,  33  S.  W.  759.  In  a  Wash- 
ington case  (McEvoy  v.  Taylor 
(1909),  56  Wash,  357,  105  Pac.  851), 


the  following  passage  from  a  Maiy- 
land  decision  is  quoted  with  ap- 
proval: "We  must  confess  that  the 
right  of  a  man  to  cultivate  his  own 
fields,  and  to  pasture  his  cattle  on  his 
own  land,  is  of  an  original  and  pri- 
mary character,  and  that  it  would  be 
oppressive  to  interfere  with  the  free 
exercise  of  it,  except  under  a  neces- 
sity caused  by  grave  public  consider- 
ations. The  washings  from  culti- 
vated fields  might,  and  probably 
would,  carry  soil  and  manure  into 
streams  of  water,  and  make  them 
muddy  and  impure;  and  so  the  habits 
of  cattle,  according  to  their  natural 
instincts,  would  lead  them  to  stand 
in  the  water  and  befoul  the  stream; 
but,  nevertheless,  the  owners  of  the 
land  must  not  lose. the  beneficial  use 
of  it."  Helfrich  v.  Cantonsville  etc 
Co.,  74  Md.  269,  28  Am.  St.  Bep.  245, 
22  AtL  72,  13  L.  B.  A.  117  (adding 
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and  this  without  regard  to  the  effect  which  such  use  may  have, 
in  case  of  a  deficiency,  upon  proprietors  lower  down  the  stream."  " 
The  civil  law  also  gave  a  preference  to  domestic  uses.^' 
Where  a  stream  is  small  and  does  not  furnish  water  more  than 
sufBcient  to  supply  the  natural  wants  of  the  different  proprietors 
living  on  it,  it  has  been  held  that  none  of  the  proprietors  is  en- 
titled to  use  the  water  for  manufacturing  purposes,^*  nor  for  irriga- 
tion.^^  Nevertheless  it  may  be  a  question  whether  the  preference 
of  ''natural  uses''  can  be  invoked  by  a  lower  against  an  upper  use 
for  "artificial"  purposes,  such  as  irrigation,  or  whether  it  is  one 
which  only  upper  owners  can  invoke  against  those  below;  in  other 
words,  whether  it  is  an  advantage  of  natural  position  enabling  the 
physical  taking  of  the  water  for  these  uses  against  those  below,  or 
whether  it  will  be  enforced  also  by  injunction  against  those  above.** 


that  he  must  not  wantonly  or  reek- 
lessly  harass  lower  users). 

17  Miner  v.  Gilmour  (1858),  12 
Moore  P.  C.  131,  14  Eng.  Reprint, 
861,  approved  recently  in  White  v. 
White,  Li906]  App.  Caa.  72.  In  an- 
other English  case  it  is  said:  "As  to 
riparian  proprietors  there  is  no  ques- 
tion, I  think,  about  the  law  upon 
the  subject  ....  that  a  riparian 
proprietor  has  the  paramount  right 
to  take  what  water  he  likes  from  the 
river  for  usual  domestic  purposes.  I 
do  not  say  how  widely  the  term  'do- 
mestic purposes'  may  extend.  Un- 
questionably it  would  extend  to  culin- 
ary purposes  and  to  purposes  of 
cleansing,  washing,  the  feeding  and 
supplying  of  an  ordinary  quantity  of 
cattle,  and  so  on.*'  Lord  Romilly,  in 
Attorney  General  v.  Great  Eastern 
By.  Co.,  23  L.  T.,  N.  S.,  344,  aflirmed 
L.  R.  6  Ch.  572. 

It  could  not  be  said  to  have  taken 
actual  shape  in  the  English  common 
law  until  Miner  v.  Gilmour,  supra, 
decided  in  1858,  concerning  which  it 
has  been  said:  "This  distinction  be- 
tween the  ordinary  and  extraordinary 
use  of  water  appears  for  the  first 
time  in  the  judgment  of  Lord  Kings- 
down  in  the  above-cited  case  of  Miner 
V.  Gilmour,  and  no  authority  is  there 
cited  for  it.  It  seems  never  to  have 
been  acted  upon  in  any  reported  case, 
but  it  has  been  so  consistently  ap- 
proved in  subsequent  judicial  dicta 
that  it  may  be  taken  to  have  ob- 
tained a  spcure  place  in  the  law." 
Salmond  on  Torts,  p.  259.     In  Amer- 


ica, however,  it  had  been  recognized 
earlier.  Thus  it  is  given  by  Gib- 
son, G.  J.,  in  an  early  Pennsylvania 
case  (Mayor  y.  Commissioners  of 
Snring  Garden,  quoted  supra,  sec.  4), 
wuere  it  is  expressly  based  on  civil- 
law  authorities.  Angell  on  Water- 
courses, section  121,  says  the  distinc- 
tion of  natural  uses  originated  in 
the  Illinois  case  of  Evans  v.  Merri- 
weather,  3  Scam.  496,  38  Am.  Dec. 
106,  decided  in  1842;  but  it  seems 
more  probable  that  Lord  Kingsdown 
took  it  from  the  civil  law  and  cer- 
tain early  common-law  expressions  be- 
low noted.  See  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69 
Cal.  406,  10  Pac.  674,  regarding  the 
Illinois  case. 

18  Vinnius  says,  "Aqua  profluens 
ad  lavandum  et  potandum  unicuique 
jure  naturali  concessa";  and  Grotius 
says,  "At  idem  flumen,  qua  aqua  prj- 
fluens  voeatur,  commune  mansit,  nimi- 
rum  ut  bibi  hauririque  possit."  Gro- 
tius, lib.  n,  cap.  II,  sec.  XII. 

i»  Evans  v.  Merriweather,  4  111.  (3 
Scam.")  492,  38  Am.  Dec.  106;  Lawrie 
V.  SilBby  (1909),  82  Vt.  505,  74  Atl. 
94. 

20  Baker  v.  Brown  (1881),  55  Tex. 
377;  Gould  on  Waters,  sec.  205; 
Black's  Pomeroy  on  Water  Rights,  sec. 
140;  Union  Min.  'Co.  v.  Dangberg,  81 
Fed.  73;  Hough  v.  Porter,  51  Or.  318, 
95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac. 
728. 

21  Consider,  for  example,  the  opin- 
ion in  Lone  Tree  Co.  v.  Cyclone  Co. 
(S.  D.),  128  N.  W.  596. 
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Instances  of  what  have  been  held  within  the  term  *' domestic 
uses"  are  given  in  the  note.^  The  term  is  not  confined  to  uses 
known  when  riparian  rights  began.^ 

The  preference  has  strong  application  in  the  law  of  pollution — 
any  pollution  for  an  ''artificial"  use,  such  as  mining,  which  impairs 
domestic  use,  is  absolutely  prohibited.** 


(3d  ed.) 

§  741.  Origin  of  the  Term  ''Natural  Uses.''— The  term  "nat- 
ural  uses"  is  probably  baaed  on  the  idea  running  through  other 
branches  of  the  common  law,  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  an  "ordi- 
nary" or  "natural"  or  elemental  use  of  land;  a  use,  so  to  speak, 
for  which  nature  intended  it,  in  contrast  with  other  uses  to  which 
land  is  put.  If,  in  using  the  land  in  the  natural  or  ordinary  way, 
damage  follows  to  a  neighbor,  it  is  not  wrongful  at  law;  it  is 
damnum  absque  irtjuria.    The  damage  lies  where  nature  makes  it 


22  See  Kimball  ▼.  Northeast  Har- 
bor Co.  (Me.),  78  Atl.  865.  The  Erfg- 
lish  cases  below  cited  were  usually  de- 
cided in  reference  to  the  construction 
of  the  term  "domestic  use"  in  certain 
English  statutes,  and  not  specificaUy 
in  the  present  connection. 

Watering  a  garden,  and  irrigation 
on  a  small  extent  to  supply  produce 
for  family  consumption  on  the  land. 
Bristol  W.  Co.  V.  Uren,  15  Q.  B.  D. 
637,  52  L.  T.  655;  Hough  v.  Porter, 
dl  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083, 
102  Pac.  728  (but  not,  to-day,  irriga- 
tion on  a  commercial  scale.  Hough 
V.  Porter,  supra.  See,  also,  infra,  sec. 
742). 

Brewing  for  family  use;  washing  of 
carriages  (Wilts  etc.  Canal  v.  Swin- 
don W.  Co.,  El.,  Bl.  &  El.  176; 
Holmes'  Notes  to  3  Kent's  Commen- 
taries, 14th  ed.,  p.  688);  or  washing 
a  motor  car.  (Harrogate  Corpora- 
tion V.  Mackay  (1907),  2  K.  B.  611.) 

Supply  for  a  hoarding-school  (Fred- 
erick V.  Bognor  W.  Co.  (1908),  78 
L.  J.  Ch.  40,  72  J.  P.  501,  25  T.  L. 
R.  31) ;  but  not  for  large  asylums 
(infra,  sec.  743  et  seq.). 

Keeping  hogs  in  a  yard  upon  a  small 
running  stream,  though  the  hogs  so  be- 
foul the  water  that  the  lower  proprietor 
could  not  use  the  water  for  culinary 
purposes.  Hazeltine  v.  Case,  46  Wis. 
391,  32  Am.  Bep.  715,  1  N.  W.  66. 
8ed  gu. 


The  purposes  for  which  natural 
uses  may  be  claimed  have  been, ex- 
tended in  Scotch  cases  to  include  *'the 
supplying  a  cistern  for  malting  eight 
bolls  of  Darley  in  a  barn" ;  that  is  to 
say,  to  include  brewing  for  domestic 
use  (Johnstone  ▼.  Ritchie  (1822),  1 
S.  327  (304)  Scotch),  but  the  at- 
tempt to  stretch  them  to  legitimize  a 
pipe  for  the  supply  of  a  distillery  re- 
ceived no  countenance  and  was  aban- 
doned. (Ogilvy  V.  Kincaid  (1791), 
Baron  Hume's  Report  (Scotch),  Dec 
508.)  It  would  appear  that  they  do 
not  include  the  supply  of  water- 
closets,  but  in  a  Scotch  case  where 
views  to  this  effect  were  indicated, 
the  circumstances  were  special,  says 
Ferguson  on  The  Law  of  Water  in 
Scotland,  p.  239. 

23  "The  meaning  of  the  rule  is 
this — if  the  stream  be  shrunk  to  so 
slender  a  thread,  that  there  is  only 
a  glass  of  water,  the  riparian  pro- 
prietor  may   take   it   all This 

water  is  used  for  domestic  purposes. 
The  moment  you  come  to  using  any- 
thing for  trade,  you  are  on  new 
ground.  But  assuming  objects  of 
domestic  use,  you  are  not  confined  to 
those  which  were  known  at  the  time 
when  riparian  rights  commenced." 
Lord  Norbury  v.  Kitchin,  9  Jur.,  N. 
8.,  132.  See,  also,  Hough  v.  Porter, 
51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083, 
102  Pac.  728. 

24  Supra,  see.  523,  pollutioxL 
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fall.  What  is  such  a  natural  use  of  land  was  examined  in  the 
well-known  case  of  Bylands  v.  Fletcher,^  arriving  at  the  conclusion 
that  building  a  reservoir  on  it  was  not  a  natural  use,  and  damage 
to  another  resulting  from  a  break  and  escape  of  the  water  cannot 
be  defended,  it  was  held.  Lord  Cairns,  Chancellor,  said  that  ''if, 
in  what  I  may  term  the  natural  user  of  that  land,"  damage  had 
**by  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  nature"  happened  to  a  neighbor, 
the  neighbor  could  not  have  complained  that  that  result  had  taken 
place.  **0n  the  other  hand,  if  the  defendants,  not  stopping  at  the 
natural  use  of  their  close,  had  desired  to  use  it  for  any  purpose 
which  I  may  term  a  non-natural  use,"  then  the  neighbor  could 
complain  of  the  damage.^  The  same  seems  the  origin  of  the  term 
''natural  uses"  in  the  use  of  waters.  Living  upon  the  land  is  a 
"natural"  use  of  it,  and  a  use  of  the  water  for  the  necessities  of 
life  of  those  living  there  is  a  taking  for  a  natural  use  of  the  land 
in  which  case  damage  following  to  lower  proprietors  will  not  be 
regarded.  "Besides,  everything,  as  it  serveth  more  immediately 
or  more  merely  for  the  food  and  use  of  man  (as  shall  be  said  here- 
after) hath  the  precedent  dignity  before  any  others,"  says  Lord 
Coke*  with  regard  to  waters.  Apd  another  old  authority  says: 
"It  is  also  a  thing  of  necessity  for  the  watering  of  cattle."*  So, 
though  the  whole  stream  be  consumed  for  drinking  or  household 
use  or  watering  domestic  animals,  it  is  damnum  absque  injuria  be- 
cause done  in  the  natural  use  of  the  land.  It  is  the  same  idea  as 
that  in  Mr.  Justice  Temple's  opinion  in  Katz  v.  Walkinshaw,^ 
concerning  percolating  water,  limiting  the  cases  where  the  percolat- 
ing water  may  be  taken  to  the  damage  of  a  neighbor  to  those  cases 
where  the  taking  is  for  the  purpose  of  the  ordinary  use  of  the  land 
of  the  taker.  It  deals  with  the  fitness  of  purpose  of  the  party 
causing  the  damage,  and  regards  proper  purpose  in  justification 
or  excuse  for  the  damage  so  that  it  becomes  damnum  absque  in- 
juria,^ 


»  L.  B.  3  H.  L.  330. 

1  This  classification  of  uses  (and 
Lord  Cairns'  opinion)  is  disapproved 
in  Brown  v.  Collins,  53  N.  H.  442,  16 
Am.  Rep.  372,  saying  that  there  are 
no  uses  that  can  be  called  "natural" 
any  more  than  others.  "Natural 
rights  are,  in  general,  legal  rights." 
See,  also,  Hurdman  ▼.  Hallway 
(1878),  3  C.  P.  D.  174;  Ballard  v. 
Tomlinson   (1885),  29   Ch.  D.   115. 

See  supra,  sec.  709,  natural  right. 


3  Coke  on  Littleton,  lib.  1,  cap.  1, 
sees.  1,  4a. 

8  Shury  v.  Piggott,  3  Bulst.  339, 
81  Eng.  Reprint,  280. 

4  141  Cal.  116,  99  Am.  St.  Rep. 
35,  70  Pac.  663,  74  Pac.  766,  64  L. 
B.  A.  236. 

6  See  Fisher  v.  Feige  (1902),  137 
CgI.  42,  92  Am.  St.  Rep.  77,  69  Pac 
618,  59  L.  B.  A.  333.  See  infra,  see. 
1119. 


800  (3d  ed.)    Pt.  IV.    THE  COMMON  LAW  OF  RIPARIAN  RIGHTS.    §  741 

Whether  or  not  this  is  the  tme  origin  of  the  classification  into 
natural  and  artificial  uses,  it  is  coming  now  to  be  regarded  that 
the  distinction  is  a  rule  as  to  what  is  reasonable,  not  alone  in  its 
purpose  (as  the  foregoing  authorities  say),  but  also  in  its  degree  of 
damage,  as  in  the  next  section.  For  the  support  of  life  it  will 
usually  be  found  reasonable  to  disregard  the  degree  of  damage,  and 
to  take  the  whole  stream,  but  it  is  coming  to  be  regarded  as  not  a 
hard-and-fast  rule,  if  the  facts  of  each  case  do  not  bear  it  out.^  In 
Lux  V.  Haggin "^  it  is  said:  **Even  the  use  of  water  of  a  stream  for 
potation  may  not  be  of  paramount  importance,  when  the  stream  is 
small,  and  the  particular  proprietor  is  amply  supplied  with  water 
for  such  purpose  by  living  springs  independent  of  the  creek ;  and  it 
may  happen,  all  the  conditions  being  considered,  that  the  exhaus- 
tion of  an  entire  stream  by  large  bands  of  cattle  ought  not  to  be 

permitted The   distinction    between   natural  and  artificial 

'wants'  would  be,  under  supposable  conditions,  somewhat  fanciful/' 
And  in  a  Nebraska  case'  "This  subject  has  been  confused  need- 
lessly by  the  unfortunate  use  of  the  words  *  natural'  and  'ordinary' 
in  this  connection  to  distinguish  those  uses  which  the  common  law 
does  not  attempt  to  limit,  and  'artificial'  or  'extraordinary'  to 
designate  those  which  are  required  to  be  exercised  within  reason- 
able bounds The  law  does  not  regard  the  needs  and  de- 
sires of  the  person  taking  the  water  solely  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
other  riparian  proprietors,  but  looks  rather  to  the  natural  effect 
of  his  use  of  the  water  upon  the  stream  and  the  equal  rights  of 
others  therein.  The  true  distinction  appears  to  lie  between  those 
modes  of  use  which  ordinarily  involve  the  taking  of  small  quanti- 
ties, and  but  little  interference  with  the  stream,  such  as  drinking  and 
other  household  purposes,  and  those  which  necessarily  involve  the 
taking  or  diversion  of  large  quantities  and  a  considerable  interfer- 
ence with  its  ordinary  course  and  flow,  such  as  manufacturing  pur- 
poses. The  purpose  of  the  law  is  to  secure  equality  in  the  use 
of  the  water  by  riparian  owners,  as  near  as  may  be,  by  requiring 
each  to  exercise  his  rights  reasonably,  and  with  due  regard  to  the 
right  of  other  riparian  owners  to  apply  the  water  to  the  same 
or  to  other  purposes.  This  purpose  is  not  subserved  by  any  ar- 
bitrary classification."® 

e  Wiggins  V.  Muscupiabe  etc.  Co.,  Am.  St.  Rep.  697,  93  N.  W.  715,  60 

113  Cal.  182,  54  Am.  St.  Eep.  337,  45  L.  R.  A.  910. 

Pac.  160,  32  L.  R.  A.  667.  »  To  the  same  effect,  Crawford  v. 

7  69  Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674.  Hathaway,  67  Neb.  325,  108  Am.  St. 

8  Meng  V.  Coflfey,  67  Neb.  500,  108  Rep.  647,  93  N.  W.  781,  60  L,  R.  A. 
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The  modern  tendency  is  thus  to  disregard  the  classification  into 
natural  and  artificial  uses,  and  to  view  all  uses  ("natural"  uses 
included)  not  alone  from  the  reasonableness  of  the  purpose  of  the 
taker,  but  also,  in  all  cases,  from  the  reasonableness  of  the  degree 
of  damage  from  the  taking  or  use,  upon  the  complaining  pro- 
prietors, as  considered  in  the  following  sections.^® 

(3d  ed.) 

§  742.  Irrigation  not  Within  This  Class.— There  was  at  one 
time  in  the  West  an  attempt  to  bring  irrigation  in  the  arid  regions 
within  the  classification  of  "natural  uses."  But  this  was  a  mis- 
understanding of  the  application  of  that  term,  which  was  intended 
to  classify  the  uses  immediately  necessary  to  sustain  life.  One 
case  says:  "At  an  early  day  there  was  a  tendency  to  class  irriga- 
tion among  those  uses  of  a  stream  which  might  be  carried  even  to 
entire  consumption  of  its  waters.  But  another  view  has  long  pre- 
vailed, and  is  now  well  established,  not  only  in  the  eastern  por- 
tion of  the  country,  but  even  in  the  arid  and  semi-arid  States 
(so  far  as  such  States  recognize  the  conunon-law  doctrine  as  to 
riparian  rights),  to  the  effect  that  irrigation  is  one  of  those  uses 
which  must  be  exercised  reasonably  with  due  regard  to  the  rights 
of  others.""  And  another:  "We  do  not  think  that  irrigation,  at 
least  when  conducted  in  the  manner  that  this  was,  can  constitute 
a  use  which  will  justify  an  upper  riparian  owner  in  taking  all 
of  the  water,  to  the  destruction  of  the  ordinary  domestic  uses 
thereof  by  a  riparian  owner  below,  in  the  absence  of  prior  legal 
appropriation.""     [By  "prior  legal  appropriation"  is  meant  one 


889.  See,  also,  Rogers  t.  Overacker, 
4  Cal.  App.  333,  87  Pac.  1107;  Jones 
V.  Conn,  39  Or.  30,  87  Am.  St.  Bep. 
634,  64  Pac.  855,  65  Pac.  1068,  54 
L.  B.  A.  630. 

10  But  a  preference  to  domestic 
uses  is  sometimes  introduced  in  the 
law  of  appropriation  by  statute.  See 
suprcL,  sec.  308. 

11  Meng  V.  Coflfey,  67  Neb.  500, 
108  Am.  St.  Rep.  697,  93  N.  W.  715, 
60  L.  R.  A.  910  (citing  Low  v.  Schaf- 
fer,  24  Or.  239,  33  Pac.  678;  Gillett 
V.  Johnson,  30  Conn.  180;  Black's 
Pomeroy  on  Water  Bights,  sec.  151; 
Gould  on  Waters,  sees.  205,  217), 
See,  also.  Lone  Tree  Co.  v.  Cyclone 
Co.   (S.  D.),  128  N.  W.  596. 

12  Nielson  v.  Sponer,  46  Wash.  14, 
123  Am.  St.  Rep.  910,  89  Pac  155, 
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citing  Nesalhous  v.  Walker,  45  Wash. 
621,  88  Pac.  1032;  Smith  ▼.  Corbit, 
116  Cal.  587,  48  Pac.  725;  Shotwell 
T.  Dodge,  8  Wash.  337,  36  Pac.  254; 
Benton  v.  Johncox,  17  Wash.  277,  61 
Am.  St.  Rep.  912,  49  Pac.  495,  39 
L.  R.  A.  107 ;  Union  Mill  Co.  v.  Fer- 
ris, 2  Saw.  (U.  S.)  176,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  14,371,  8  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  90; 
Howe  V.  Norman,  13  R.  I.  488;  Bros- 
nan  ▼.  Harris,  39  Or.  148,  87  Am. 
St.  Bep.  649,  65  Pac.  867,  54  L.  R. 
A.  628;  Ellis  v.  Tone,  58  Cal.  2H9; 
Harris  v.  Harrison,  93  Cal.  676,  29 
Pac.  325;  Lord  v.  Meadville  Water 
Co.,  135  Pa.  122,  20  Am.  St.  Rep. 
864,  19  Atl.  1007,  8  L.  R.  A.  202; 
Pomeroy  on  Water  Rights,  sec.  134  j 
Gould  on  Waters,  sees.  205,  530. 
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on  public  land  before  fhe  riparian  land  was  settled  upon  hy 
others.]  ^'  In  a  well-known  case/^  the  respondents  claimed  that  in 
a  hot  and  arid  climate,  the  use  of  water  for  irrigation  was  a  natural 
want ;  that  the  upper  proprietors  on  the  stream  might  consume  all 
the  water  for  the  purpose  of  irrigating  their  land,  and  that  such 
use  would  be  reasonable.  The  court,  in  considering  this  question, 
said:  **To  lay  down  the  arbitrary  rule  contended  for  by  the  de- 
fendant, and  say  that  one  proprietor  on  the  stream  has  so  unlimited 
a  right  to  the  use  of  the  water  for  irrigation,  seems  to  us  an  un- 
necessary destruction  of  the  rights  of  other  proprietors  on  the 
stream  who  have  an  equal  need  and  an  equal  right." 

While,  as  the  authorities  below  considered  further  show,  it  is  the 
accepted  rule  in  the  West  that  irrigation  is  not  within  the  **  natural 
uses"  in  the  sense  that  one  owner  may  for  that  purpose  wholly  de- 
prive other  owners  of  their  water  supply,  yet  the  law  of  Texas 
forms  an  exception  and  has  alone,  of  all  the  Western  States,  been 
built  (in  part)  upon  this  ground.^*.  Accordingly,  it  is  the  rule 
in  Texas  that  under  the  law  of  riparian  rights,  in  the  arid  dis- 
tncts  of  this  State,  the  waters  of  all  natural  streams  may  be  ap- 
propriated by  an  upper  riparian  owner  for  irrigation  of  land,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  use  thereof  by  a  lower  riparian  owner. ^*  Pos- 
sibly it  was  this  idea  which  induced  the  Nebraska  legislature  to  de- 
clare water  for  irrigation  a  ** natural  want,""  though  the  rule 
is  well  settled  now  in  Nebraska  that  no  riparian  proprietor  is  en- 
titled to  more  than  a  reasonable  share  of  the  water  against  other 
riparian  owners  for  irrigation,  if  the  case  is  one  arising  under  the 
common  law.^® 


18  See  9upra,  sec.  257,  subsequent 
settler. 

14  Mining  Co,  v.  Ferris,  2  Saw.  176, 
195,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,371,  8  Morr. 
Min.  Bep.  90. 

IB  Acting  upon  the  suggestion  in 
an  Illinois  case  (Evans  ▼.  Mem- 
weather  (lU.),  3  Scam.  492,  38  Am. 
Dec.  106)  that  in  arid  regions  irri- 
gation hj  any  one  proprietor  should 
be  regarded  as  a  natural  use  permit- 
ting entire  exhaustion  of  the  stream 
hy  anj  one  proprietor  against  all  the 
others.  There  were  also  some  early 
'  New  England  cases  (now  discredited) 
to  the  same  effect.  Weston  v.  Allen 
(1811),  8  Mass.  136;  Daniels  et  al.  v. 
Daniels  et  al.,  7  Mass.  136.  Likewise 
Perkins  v.  Dow  (Conn.  1739),  1  Root, 
535.    But  see  Arnold  v.  Foot,  12  Wend. 


330,  8  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  83.  And  an 
English  case  suggested  (now  also  dis- 
credited) that  m  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts, entire  consumption  for  manufac- 
turing may  come  within  the  primary 
uses  for  which  one  riparian  owner 
might  deprive  other  manufacturers  or 
riparian  owners  of  their  supply. 
(Brett,  M.  R.,  in  Ormerod  v.  Todmor- 
den  Mill  Co.  (1883),  11  Q.  B.  D.  168, 
dictum,) 

i»  Supra,  sec.  117;  Barrett  v.  Met- 
calf,  12  Tex.  Civ.  App.  247,  33  8. 
W.  758;  Rhodes  v.  Whitehead,  27 
Tex.  310,  84  Am.  Dec.  631;  Telle  ▼. 
Correth,  31  Tex.  365,  18  Am.  Dec. 
540.  But  see  Stacy  v.  Delery  (Tex. 
Civ.  App.  1909),  122  S.  W.  300. 

17  Neb.  Comp.  Stats.  6473. 

18  Infra,  sec.  748. 
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But,  as  already  said,  Texas  stands  alone  in  this.  All  other  States 
that  give  anyone  a  larger  share  of  a  stream  for  irrigation  than 
would  be  reasonable  in  comparison  with  the  susceptibility  of  use 
by  the  land  of  other  riparian  proprietors  entitled  to  an  equal  use, 
do  so  by  avowedly  departing  from  the  common  law,**  and  not  by 
pretending  to  act  under  it. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  743.  Artificial  Uses— (Business  Uses).— Artificial  uses  are 
all  those  that  do  not  minister  directly  to  the  necessities  of  life  upon 
the  land  such  as  uses  for  the  purpose  of  improvement,  trade  or 
profit.  These  include  fishing,  bathing,  boating,  fioatage,^®  diversion 
for  irrigation,  the  running  of  machineiy  and  all  the  many  other 
varied  purposes  for  which  water  can  be  used.  The  early  common- 
law  cases  dealt,  aside  from  domestic  use  or  ** natural  uses,"  chiefly 
with  use  for  mill  or  power  purposes,^*  and  this  is  just  as  permissible 
to-day  in  the  West.^ 

For  these  business  uses  the  riparian  owner  can  never  take  all 
to  the  exclusion  of  other  riparian  owners.^  He  can  take  only  what 
is  reasonable  with  due  regard  to  the  uses  of  others  on  the  same 
stream.^*    "While  the  law  permitted  damage  from  ** natural  uses," 


19  Supra,  sec.  118. 

20  See  Pealer  ▼.  Gray's  etc.  Co. 
(1909),  54  Wash.  415,  103  Pac.  451. 
See,  also,  16  Am.  &  Eng.  Ann.  Cas. 
235,  note. 

21  E.  g.,  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4 
Mason,  397,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,312; 
Prentice  v.  Geiger,  74  N.  Y.  341. 

22  "The  objection  that  the  petition 
does  not  suiBcientlj  allege  a  reason- 
able use  by  plaintiff  can  be  upheld 
only  on  the  theory  that  no  other  use 
is  reasonable  that  interferes  with  ir- 
rigation. The  right  and  reasonable- 
ness of  use  of  water-power  to  propel 
a  flouring-mill  by  a  riparian  owner 
needs  no  justification.  It  has  been 
practiced  and  protected  ever  since 
English  law  began."  Cline  v.  Stock, 
71  Neb.  70,  98  N.  W.  456,  102  N.  W. 
265.  See  Stanford  v.  Felt,  71  Cal. 
249,  250,  16  Pac.  900,  dictum;  Ka- 
lama  Co,  t.  Kalama  Co.,  48  Wash. 
612,  125  Am.  St.  Rep.  948,  94  Pac. 
469,  22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  641 ;  Meatone 
Co.  V.  Redlands  Co.,  155  Cal.  323,  100 
Pac.  1082,  22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  382, 
17  Ann.  Cas.  1222.  See  infra,  sees. 
746,  747,  1081. 

23  Learned   v.    Tangeman,    65   Cal. 


334,  4  Pac.  191;  Gould  v.  Stafford, 
7  Cal.  66,  18  Pac.  879;  Alta  etc.  Co. 
V.  Hancock,  85  Cal.  219,  20  Am.  St. 
Rep.  217,  24  Pac.  645;  Harris  v. 
Harrison,  93  Cal.  676,  29  Pac.  325. 
24  Ibid.;  and  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69 
Cal.  255,  at  394,  397,  10  Pac.  674; 
Ferrea  v.  Knipe,  28  Cal.  344,  87  Am. 
Dec.  128;  Hale  v.  McLea,  53  Cal. 
578;  Stanford  v.  Felt,  71  Cal.  249, 
16  Pac.  900;  Heilbron  y.  Land  and 
Water  Co.,  80  Cal.  189,  22  Pac.  62 
(must  be  reasonable).  See  Stenger 
V.  Tharp,  17  S.  D.  13,  94  N.  W.  402 ; 
Morris  v.  Bean  (Mont.),  146  Fed. 
431;  Union  Min.  Co.  v.  Ferris,  2  Saw. 
176,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,371,  8  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  90;  Same  v.  Dangberg,  2 
Saw.  450,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,370,  8 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  113;  Swift  v.  Good- 
rich, 70  Cal.  103,  11  Pac.  561;  Gould 
V.  Stafford,  77  Cal.  66,  18  Pac.  879; 
Durga  V.  Lincoln  etc.  Co.,  47  Wash. 
477,  92  Pac.  343;  Turner  v.  James 
Canal  Co.,  155  Cal.  82,  132  Am.  St. 
Rep.  59,  99  Pac.  520,  22  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  401,  17  Ann.  Cas.  823 ;  Hudson 
V.  Dailey,  156  Cal.  617,  10.5  Pac.  748; 
Stacey  v.  Delery  (Tex.  Civ.  App.), 
122  S.  W.  300. 
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regardless  of  degree  of  damage,  for  other  uses  it  is  damnum  absque 
injuria  only  to  a  certain  extent — a  question  of  degree  in  each  ease. 
What  is  a  reasonable  use  is  a  question  of  fact  to  be  decided  in  each 
case.^  No  one  thing  will  determine  how  much  water  a  riparian 
owner  is  entitled  to  take  as  against  other  riparian  owners;  it  de- 
pends upon  the  whole  evidence,  and  he  is  entitled  to  offer  in  evi- 
dence all  "pertinent  facts  which  will  enable  the  jury  to  conclude 
whether  his  use  is  reasonable  or  not.  The  decision  must  be  made, 
** reference  being  had  to  the  use  required  by  the  others."^  The 
necessity  of  one  proprietor,  however  pressing,  is  not  the  sole 
measure,  though  he  took  no  more  than  necessary  for  his  use;  it 
must  be  in  comparison  with  the  necessities  of  the  other  owners  * 

The  State  owning  riparian  land  cannot  as  riparian  proprietor 
take  water  for  thirteen  hundred  people  in  a  penitentiary  and  insane 
asylum  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  stream,^  a  case  in  which  the 
test  of  ** natural  uses"  must  give  way  on  the  facts  because  unrea- 
sonable. Likewise  the  watering  of  large  bands  of  cattle  will  not  be 
allowed  to  the  exclusion  of  other  proprietors  under  the  plea  that 
the  watering  of  cattle  is  a  ''natural  use."*  An  irrigation  com- 
pany  owning  riparian  land  has  not  thereby  any  greater  right  than 
other  riparian  owners.'^ 

To  point  the  rule,  reference  may  \>e  made  to  a  New  York  case 
where  it  is  said:  **He  may  also  construct  ornamental  ponds,  and 
store  them  with  fish,  or  use  them  for  his  geese,  his  ducks,  or  his 
swans,  so  long  as  the  size  of  the  ponds  is  not  so  large  as  to  ma- 
terially diminish,  by  evaporation  and   absorption,' the  quantity  of 


25  See,  also,  Stanford  v.  Felt,  71 
Cal.  249.  16  Pac.  900;  Heilbron  v, 
L.  &  W.  Co.,  80  Cal.  194,  22  Pac.  62; 
Men^  V.  Coffey,  67  Neb.  500,  108  Am. 
St.  Rep.  697,  93  N.  W.  715,  60  L.  B. 
A.  910;  Turner  v.  James  Canal  Co. 
(1909),  155  Cal.  82,  132  Am.  St. 
R(>p.  59,  99  Pac.  520,  22  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  401,  17  Ann.  Cas.  823;  Union 
etc.  Co.  V.  Ferris,  2  Saw.  176,  Fed. 
Cas.  No.  14,371,  8  Morr.  Min.  Rep. 
90;  Union  M.  Co.  v.  Dangberg,  81  Fed. 
73;  Stacev  v.  Delery  (Tex.  Civ. 
App.),  122  S.  W.  300;  Red  Riv.  Co. 
V.  Wright,  30  Minn.  249,  44  Am. 
Rep.  194,  15  N.  W.  167;  Dilling  v. 
Murray  (1855),  6  Ind.  327,  63  Am. 
Dec.  385;  Wadsworth  v.  Tillotson, 
15  Conn.  366,  39  Am.  Dec.  391; 
Lockwood   O).   V.   Lawrence,   77    Me. 


277,  52  Am.  Rep.  763;  Ulbricht  v. 
Enfaula  W.  Co.,  86  Ala.  587,  11  Am, 
St.  Rep.  72,  6  South.  78,  4  L.  R.  A. 
572;  Boyd  v.  Schreiver  (Tex.  Qv. 
App.),  116  S.  W,  100. 

1  Lux  T.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  at 
311,  10  Pac.  674. 

2  Verdugo  W.  Co.  v.  Verdugo 
(1908),  152  Cal.  655,  93  Pac.  1021. 

8  Salem  etc.  Co.  v.  Lord,  42  Or. 
82,  69  Pac.  1033,  70  Pac.  832;  Mc- 
Cartney V.  Londonderry  Ry.  [1904] 
App.  Cas.  301. 

4  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  at 
407,  10  Pac.  674.  See  79  Am.  Dec. 
642,  note. 

5  State  ex  rel.  Kettle  Falls  etc.  Co. 
V.  Superior  Court,  46  Wash.  500,  90 
Pac.  653. 
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water  usually  flowing  in  the  stream."*  In  the  arid  West  at  first 
sight  this  would  be  considered  opposed  to  all  ideas  of  reasonable- 
ness, and  it  is  doubtful  whether  a  court  would  uphold  it  against 
another  riparian  owner  with  whose  irrigation  it  interferes.  Yet  it 
shows  the  view  of  the  common  law  that  each  case  must  be  con- 
sidered upon  its  own  facts  and  its  own  surroundings.  Where  th« 
stream  is  large  and  the  duck-pond  small,  and  the  complaining 
riparian  proprietor's  irrigation  not  impaired,  and  all  the  evidence  is 
of  the  same  tenor,  probably  every  coipmon-law  court  West  or  East 
would  protect  the  pond  against  what  would  then  be  but  a  willful 
injury.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  stream  must  be  hoarded  for 
irrigation  the  duck-pond  would  not  be  permitted  to  impair  the  use 
by  the  riparian  irrigators,  because,  viewing  the  situation  as  a  whole, 
the  proof  would  show  it  to  be  unreasonable  under  the  entire  evi- 
dence. "We  feel  that  where  water  is  so  precious  it  should  not  be 
used  for  mere  matters  of  taste  and  fancy  [artificial  ponds  and  foun- 
tains] ,  while  those  who  need  it  for  useful  purposes  go  without. ' '  ^ 
There  is  a  tendency  in  the  common-law  States  of  the  West  to 
ignore  all  uses  but  irrigation,  and  to  disregard  any  right  in  a 
riparian  proprietor  against  other  riparian  owners,  where  his  land 
is  incapable  of  being  irrigated.^  This  is  rather  a  rule  of  fact  than 
of  law,  however.  Upon  a  stream  urgently  required  for  irrigation, 
and  so  used  by  the  custom  of  the  community,  any  other  use  im- 
pairing irrigation  is  entitled  to  small  consideration  as  matter  of  fact 
in  determining  what  is  reasonable.  Nevertheless,  as  a  matter  of 
law,  all  possible  uses  are  entitled  to  some  consideration  in  reaching 
a  conclusion,  and  the  fact  that  a  riparian  proprietor's  lands  are 
not  irrigable  is  not  conclusive  that  he  is  entitled  to  no  water,  since 
domestic  use  or  a  mill-power  may  be  possible,  or  some  other  of  the 
various  purposes  to  which  water  is  applicable.  As  a  question  of 
fact,  the  possibility  of  such  use  may  be,  and  usually  is,  under  the 
circumstances,  entitled  to  little  consideration  in  deciding  what  is 
reasonable,  and  the  tendency  undoubtedly  is  to  pass  it  by  where 
irrigation  is  in  question.     The  usages  and  wants  of  the  stream  com- 

6  Piereon  v.  Speyer,  178  N.  Y.  270,  the  beautiful,"  the  court  says  in  Lux 
102  Am.  St.  Rep.  499,  70  N.  E.  799.  v.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  at  396,  10  Pac. 

7  Los  Angelea  v.  Pomeroy  (1899),  674.  See,  also,  infra,  sec.  822. 
124  Cal.  597,  at  650.  See,  also,  Ibid.,  8  E.  g..  Southern  Cal.  Co.  v.  Wil- 
p.  640,  57  Pac.  585.  So  likewise  the  shire,  144  Cal.  68,  at  71,  77  Pac.  767, 
law,  "excludes,  where  water  is  reason-  quoted  infra;  Montecito  etc.  Co.  v. 
ably  used  above  for  irrigation,  mere  Santa  Barbara,  151  Cal.  377,  90  Pac. 
sentiment"   or  that   its   flow   **merely  935. 

pleases  the  eye  or  gratifies  a  taste  for 
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munity  as  a  whole  form  an  important  circumstance  bearing  upon 
what  is  reasonable  in  each  case.'  Correspondingly,  where  all  but 
one  proprietor  on  the  stream  use  it  for  power,  the  exceptional 
proprietor  would  probably  receive  less  consideration  for  his  irriga- 
tion. 


(3d  €d.) 

§  744.    Ebme. — ^The   principle  is  that  the   reasonable   use  to 

which  each  proprietor  is  entitled  is  the  reasonable  use  of  his  land. 

As  was  said  by   Mr.  Justice  Temple  in   Katz  v.  Walkinshaw :  *** 

''Proprietary  rights  are  limited  by  the  common  interests  of  others, — 

that  is,  to  a  reasonable  use, — and  such  use  one  may  make  of  his  land, 

though  it  injures  others.     This  proposition  is  generally  recognized. 

....  All   rights  in   respect   to   water  are   peculiarly  within  its 

province."    In  the  reasonable  use  of  one's  own  land,  the  damage  to 

the  neighbor  is  damnum  absque  injuria}^ 

We  would  state  the  following  propositions  with  regard  to  per- 
mitted uses  among  riparian  owners  between  themselves: 

A  riparian  proprietor  may,  for  the  support  of  life  (** natural 
uses")  on  his  riparian  land,  use  the  water  to  the  damage  of  another 
riparian  proprietor,  such  damage  being  da7nnum  absque  injuria, 
regardless  of  the  degree  of  damage. 

He  may  also,  for  other  useful  purposes  (''artificial  uses")  on 
and  for  the  benefit  of  his  riparian  land,  use  the  water  to  the  dam- 
age of  another  riparian  proprietor,  but  only  to  a  reasonable  degree 
of  damage;  such  damage  being  damnum  absque  injuria  only  with 
regard  to  the  degree  of  damage  in  consideration  of  the  necessities 
and  equal  rights  of  both  to  enjoy  their  own  land;  any  damage  in 
excess  of  that  reasonable  degree  (to  be  determined  in  each  case) 
being  wrongful. 


0  Parker  v.  American  etc.  Co.,  195 
Mass.  591,  81  N.  E.  468,  10  L.  R. 
A.,  N.  S.,  584;  Carey  v.  Daniels 
(Mass.  1844),  8  Met.  420,  41  Am. 
Dec.  532;  Red  River  Co.  v.  Wright, 
30  Minn.  249,  44  Am.  Rep.  194,  15 
N.  W.  167;  Snow  v.  Persons,  28  Vt 
463,  67  Am.  Dec.  723;  Dilling  v. 
Murray  (1855),  6  Ind.  328,  63  Am. 
Dec.  385.  See  St.  Helen's  Co.  v. 
Tipping  (1865),  11  H.  L.  Cas.  642, 
11  Eng.  Reprint,  1483  (smelter 
fumes).  Uses  to  which  community 
applies  the  stream  (in  this  case  solely 
domestic  use)    form   an  almost   con- 


trolling circumstance  in  determining 
what  is  reasonable  use  by  any  one  ot 
them.  Lawrie  v.  Silsby  (1909),  82 
Vt.  505,  74  Atl.  94. 

10  141  Cal.  116,  at  144,  99  Am.  St. 
Rep.  35,  70  Pac.  663,  74  Pac  766,  64 
L.  R.  A.  236. 

11  "If  his  proper  and  reasonable 
use  causes  damage  to  the  lower 
owner,  such  damage  flowing  from  the 
proper  use  of  a  natural  right  is 
damnum  absque  injuria,**  McEvoy  v. 
Taylor  (1909),  56  Wash.  357,  105 
Pac.  851. 
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Where  his  use  is  to  no  possible  damage  of  another,  we  refer  to 
a  following  chapter." 


B.    BEASONABLE  USB. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  746.  Reasonable  Use  Generally. — ^As  there  has  been  so  much 
misrepresentation  as  to  the  rights  of  riparian  proprietors  inter  se, 
we  here  quote  at  large  from  decisions  throughout  the  English  and 
Eastern  jurisdictions  showing  that  the  test  of  reasonableness  every- 
where is  the  governing  principle  among  riparian  proprietors  be- 
tween themselves ;  and  that  what  is  reasonable  is  a  question  of  fact, 
depending  upon  all  the  evidence  which  may  be  adduced,  showing 
the  characteristic  circumstances  and  conditlbns  surrounding  the 
parties  and  their  lands  and  the  stream;  the  final  decision  resting 
upon  the  best  judgment  of  the  jury  (or  the  court  sitting  without 
one) ,  passing  upon  each  controversy  as  it  arises. 

In  a  recent  California  case  it  is  said:  ''The  defeqdant  was  en- 
titled only  to  a  reasonable  use  of  the  waters  of  all  parts  of  the 
stream  including  the  spring;  the  part  of  the  judgment  complained 
of  gives  him  more  than  this  and  is  wrong.*'  **  In  a  late  Washing- 
ton case:  **The  parties  being  riparian  owners,  their  respective 
rights  to  the  use  of  the  water  are  to  be  determined  by  their  rights 
as  such  riparian  owners.  These  rights  are  now  well  established. 
Each  riparian  owner  is  entitled  to  a  reasonable  use  of  the  waters 
as  an  incident  to  his  ownership,  and,  as  all  owners  upon  the  same 
stream  have  the  same  right  of  reasonable  use,  the  use  of  each  must 
be  consistent  with  the  rights  of  others,  and  the  right  of  each  is 
qualified  by  the  rights  of  others."  " 

The  law  of  England  has  been  very  recently  summed  up  as  follows 
(referring  to  irrigation  inter  alia) :  "If  a  lower  proprietor  has  a 
right  to  the  free  flow  of  the  water  without  diminution  or  alteration, 
a  right  to  coYisume  the  water  before  it  reaxihes  him  is  apparently 
irreconcilable  with  it;  but  such  inconsistencies  are  to  be  met  with 
in  all  natural  rights,  and  the  law  reconciles  them  by  holding  that 


12  Infra,  sees.  795  et  seq.,  819  et 
neq. 

That  reasonable  use  of  one's  own 
land  will  excuse  damage  to  a  neigh- 
bor is  also  the  American  law  of  per- 
colating water;  is  becoming  so  re- 
garding surface  water;  and  is  gen- 
erally also  the  law  of  extrahazardous 
upes,  contra  to  Rylands  v.  Fletcher. 
The  spirit  of  the  English  law  is  now 
to   leave  the  parties   alone;    of   the 


American  law  it  is,  on  the  one  hand, 
to  permit  a  reasonable  use  of  land 
by  all,  and,  on  the  other,  to  prohibit 
an  excessive  use  by  any. 

18  Gutierrez  v.  Wege,  145  Cal.  734, 
79  Pac.  449. 

14  McEvoy  V.  Taylor  (1909),  56 
Wash.  357,  105  Pac.  851.  Affirmed 
in  City  of  Aberdeen  v.  Lytle  etc.  Co. 
(Wash.),  108  Pac  945. 
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each  is  only  to  be  enjoyed  reasonably,  that  they  are  not  absolute 
rights  without  limit,  but  that  they  are  rights  modified  by  all  the 
rights  of  others."**  Chancellor  Kent  said:  ** Though  he  may  use 
the  water  while  it  runs  over  his  land  as  an  incident  to  the  land,  he 
cannot  unreasonably  detain  it  or  give  it  another  direction,  and  he 
must  return  it  to  its  ordinary  channel  where  it  leaves  his  e^state."  ^* 
Chief  Justice  Shaw,  in  Massachusetts,  said:  "The  right  to  flowing 
water  is  now  well  settled  to  be  a  right  incident  to  property  in  land; 
it  is  a  right  publici  juris,  of  such  character  that,  whilst  it  is  common 
and  equal  to  all  through  whose  land  it  runs,  and  no  one  can  obstruct 
or  divert  it,  yet,  as  one  of  the  beneficial  gifts  of  Providence,  each 
proprietor  has  a  right  to  a  just  and  reasonable  use  of  it  as  it  passes 
through  his  land ;  and  so  long  as  it  is  not  wholly  obstructed  or  di- 
verted, or  no  larger  appropriation  of  the  water  running  through  it 
is  made  than  a  just  and  reasonable  use,  it  cannot  be  said  to  be 
wrongful  or  injurious  to  a  proprietor  lower  down.  What  is  such 
a  just  and  reasonable  use  may  often  be  a  difficult  question  depending 
on  various  circumstances."  "  And  a  recent  case  in  the  same  court 
declares:  **This  is  a  common  right,  and  each  must  exercise  it  with 
due  r^ard  to  the  rights  of  others,  and  each  must  submit  to  that 
degree  of  inconvenience  and  hardship  in  the  exercise  of  his  rights 
which  results  from  the  existence  of  like  rights  in  others.  In  such 
cases  each  proprietor  is  entitled  to  use  the  stream  in  such  reasonable 
manner,  according  to  the  usages  and  wants  of  the  community,  as 
will  not  be  inconsistent  with  a  like  use  by  other  proprietors  above 
or  below  him."  *®  In  Maine  it  was  said:  **The  right  of  property  is 
in  the  right  to  use  the  flow,  and  not  in  the  specific  water,"  and 
**  reasonable  use  i^  the  touchstone  for  determining  the  rights  of  the 
respective  parties.  "*•  In  a  Pennsylvania  <;ase:  **Each  proprietor 
may  make  any  reasonable  use  of  the  water  upon  his  premises;  he 
may  diminish  the  quantity,  but  the  use  must  be  a  reasonable  one."  ^ 


15  14  Ency.  of  Laws  of  Eng.,  606, 
607,  article  "Watercourse,"  by  J.  L. 
Goddard,  author  of  Goddard  on  Ease- 
ments. 

16  3  Kent's  Commentaries,  sec.  439. 
This  is  BO  similar  to  the  Code  Napo- 
leon (quoted  supra,  sec.  685)  as  to 
indicate  that  it  might  have  been  cop- 
ied therefrom,  especially  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  Chancellor  Kent's  famil- 
iarity with  the  civil  law  has  been  said 
by  himself  to  be  one  of  the  chief 
reasons  for  the  authoritative  position 
of  his  commentaries. 


17  Elliott  V.  Fitchburg  By.,  10 
Gush.  193,  57  Am.  Dec.  85.  Italics 
ours. 

18  Parker  v.  American  etc.  Co.,  195 
Mass.  591,  81  N.  E.  468,  10  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  584. 

10  Lancey  v.  Clifford,  54  Me.  487, 
92  Am.  Dec.  561. 

20  Charge  of  trial  court  affirmed. 
Brown  v.  Kistler,  190  Pa.  499,  42 
Atl.  885. 

See,  likewise,  Wadsworth  v.  Tillot- 
Bon,  15  Conn.  366,  39  Am.  Dec.  391. 
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These  are  general  expressions,  and  are  given  to  show  that  ''rea- 
sonable use  is  the  touchstone  for  determining  the  rights"  of  ripa- 
rian owners  among  themselves,  not  only  in  California  but  throughout 
the  common  law,  and  that  the  statements  sometimes  made  that  the 
enforcement  of  this  rule  in  California  was  a  departure  from  the 
common  law  are  unwarranted  and  a  misrepresentation  of  the  com- 
mon law.^^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  746.  Reasonable  Use  for  Power  Purposes.— -As  the  question 
of  reasonable  use  is  one  of  fact  in  each  case  depending  upon  the  cir- 
cumstances, what  is  reasonable  upon  a  mill  stream  will  be  different 
as  a  fact  from  what  is  reasonable  upon  an  irrigation  stream. 

The  circumstances  chiefly  to  be  considered  where  use  for  power 
preponderates  among  the  riparian  owners  are  found  chiefly  in  the 
Eastern  cases,  where  mill*  use  is  the  dominating  use.  Thus,  in  an 
early  Massachusetts  case  the  learned  judge  already  quoted  said  in 
another  case,^^  applying  this  to  mill  use:  **It  is,  therefore,  held 
that  each  proprietor  is  entitled  to  such  use  of  the  stream  so  far  as 
it  is  reasonable,  conformable  to  the  usages  and  wants  of  the  com- 
munity, and  having  regard  to  the  progress  of  improvement  in 
hydraulic  works,  and  not  inconsistent  with  a  like  reasonable  use 
by  the  other  proprietors  of  land  on  the  same  stream  above  and 
below. ' '  ^  And  still  again  in  another  case  the  same  eminent  author- 
ity laid  down  the  law  for  power  use  as  follows:  "What  is  a  rea- 
sonable use  must  depend  on  circumstances,  such  as  the  width  and 
depth  of  the  bed,  the  volume  of  water,  the  fall,  previous  usage,  and 
the  state  of  improvement  in  manufactures  and  the  useful  arts." 
[Defendant  detained  the  entire  flow  long  enough  to  fill  a  mill  pond, 
causing  a  shut-down  of  plaintiff's  mill  for  two  days  in  June  and 
four  days  in  July.]  **The  court  are  of  opinion  that  this  was  not 
an  unreasonable  use  of  the  watercourse  by  the  defendants,  and  that 
any  loss  which  the  plaintiff  temporarily  sustained  by  it,  was 
damnum  absque  injuria.''  ^    In  Wisconsin :  *' What  constitutes  rea- 

20a  Supra,  sec.  673.  23  Shaw,   C.   J.,  in    Pitts   v.   Lan- 

21  Chief  Justice  Shaw  in  Carey  v.  caster  MiUs,  54  Mass.  (13  Met.)  156. 
Baniels  (1844),  8  Met.  470,  41  Am.  .Riparian  owner  may  dam  stream  to 
Ucc  ooA.     xtaiics  ours.  • 

22  Subject     to    a    modification     in  »  reasonable  extent  for  water-power. 

favor  of  prior  occupancy  of  millsite       Corse   v.   Dexter    (1909),    202   Mass. 
backing     water     under     the     special      31    33  |>f^  jj.  332. 
Massachusetts  Mill  Acts. 
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sonable  use,"  says  the  court  in  a  power  case,  ** depends  upon  the 
circumstances  of  each  particular  case ;  and  that  no  positive  rule  of 
law  can  be  laid  down  to  define  and  regelate  such  use  with  entire 
precision,  is  the  lan^age  of  all  the  authorities  upon  the  subject. 
In  determining  this  question,  regard  must  be  had  to  the  subject 
matter  of  the  use,  the  occasion  and  manner  of  its  application,  its 
object,  extent  and  the  necessity  for  it,  to  the  previous  usage,  and 
to  the  nature  and  condition  of  the  improvements  upon  the  stream  ; 
and  so,  also,  the  size  of  the  stream,  the  fall  of  water,  its  volume, 
velocity,  and  prospective  rise  and  fall,  are  important  elements  to 
be  considered."^  In  Minnesota  the  court  declares:^  **In  de- 
termining what  is  a  reasonable  use,  regard  must  be  had  to  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  use,  the  occasion  and  manner  of  its  application ; 
the  object,  extent,  necessity  and  duration  of  the  use;  the  nature 
and  size  of  the  stream;  the  kind  of  business  to  which  it  is  sub- 
servient; the  importance  and  necessity  6t  the  use  claimed  by  one 
party,  and  extent  of  the  injury  to  the  other  party ;  the  state  of  im- 
provement of  the  country  in  regard  to  mills  and  machinery,  and 
the  use  of  water  as  a  propelling  power,  the  general  and  established 
usages  of  the  country  in  similar  cases ;  and  all  the  other  and  ever 
varying  circumstances  of  each  particular  case,  bearing  upon  the 
question  of  the  fitness  and  propriety  of  the  use  of  the  water  under 
consideration.^  Evidence  of  the  uniform  and  general  custom  in  like 
cases  is  competent,  although  of  course  not  conclusive,  upon  the 
question  whether  a  use  is  a  reasonable  one." 

These  cases  are  quoted  to  show  that  the  basic  common-law  test  is 
what  is  reasonable  between  the  contesting  riparian  proprietors ;  that 
what  is  reasonable  on  a  mill  stream  may  not  be  so  on  an  irrigation 
stream  and  vice  versa;  that  the  custom  of  the  community,  that  is, 
whether  the  dominant  use  of  the  stream  by  the  majority  of  the  ripa- 
rian proprietors  is  for  power  or  for  irrigation  or  for  some  other 
use,  must  considerably  affect  the  decision  of  what  any  one  of  them 
may  do;  but  that  only  the  facts  vary,  the  ultimate  test  (reasonable 
use)  remaining  in  aU  cases  unchanged. 

(3d  €d.) 

§  747.  Same— In  Oalifomia. — ^A  recent  California  case  for  the 
first  time  deals  at  some  length  with  power  uses  by  a  riparian  owner 

24  Timm  v.  Bear,  29  V^is.  254.  Minn.  249,  44  Am.  Bep.  194^  15  N. 

25  Bed    Biver   Co.   t.   Wright,  30      ^ie^^J^ng  cbmim. 


{ 747  Ch.  32.    SEASONABLE  BIPABIAN  USE.        (3d  ed.)  811 

as  such.  Many  mining  cases  have,  in  California,  dealt  with  power 
use  under  the  law  of  appropriation  on  public  land  in  the  pioneer 
days,  but  this  is  the  first  considering  it  specifically  with  reference 
to  riparian  owners  as  such,  and  among  themselves,  now  that  much  of 
the  land  of  the  State  has  become  private  and  the  law  of  riparian 
rights  has  so  largely  displaced  the  law  of  appropriation.*  The  court 
said,  per  Mr.  Justice  Shaw :  ^ 

**The  power  company  owns  the  land  on  which  the  power-house 
stands,  and  all  the  intervening  land  between  the  power-house  and 
the  dam  at  the  head  of  its  pipe-line;  and  all  this  land  is  riparian 
to  Mill  Creek.  The  electricity  generated  at  the  power-house  by  the 
use  of  the  water  from  the  pipe  is  carried  away  to  Redlands  and 
other  places  not  on  the  stream,  and  there  used  for  light,  heat  and 
power.  The  plaintiflf  makes  the  novel  proposition  that  the  use  of 
the  water  to  generate  electric  power  by  means  of  a  power-house 
situated  on  riparian  land  is  not  a  use  within  the  scope  of  the  ripa- 
rian rights  which  attach  to  the  land,  unless  the  electric  power  is 
not  only  generated  upon  that  land,  but  is  also  applied  and  used 

within  its  confines.     There  is  no  merit  in  this  proposition 

The  use  of  the  water  in  its  passage  through  his  land  to  operate  a 
power  plant  thereon  is  as  clearly  within  his  rights  as  is  his  right  to 
operate  a  mill  thereon  with  which  to  grind  grain  or  to  operate  any 
other  machinery,  than  which  there  is  no  more  ancient  or  well-estab- 
lished feature  of  riparian  rights.  The  theory  of  the  plaintiff  on 
this  point  would  seem  to  come  to  this,  that  in  the  process  the  water 
is  in  some  way  transformed  into  electricity  and,  in  that  form,  is 
carried  away  and  used  on  nonriparian  land.  If  this  were  correct, 
perhaps  the  use  would  not  be  included  in  the  riparian  right  and 
perhaps  even  a  prior  appropriator  below  could  prevent  such  use  if 
it  worked  injury  to  his  right.  But  no  such  thing  occurs.  The 
water  is  not  changed  into  electricity,  nor  carried  away  by  the 
process.  It  is  not  the  water  that  becomes  electricity.  It  is  the 
force  of  gravity,  the  weight  of  the  water,  which  turns  the  wheels, 
and,  being  converted  into  electric  power,  is  carried  away  on  the 
wires,  the  water  itself  being  turned  back  into  the  stream,  precisely 
as  in  the  case  of  its  use  to  turn  an  ordinary  mill  wheel.  The  power 
company,  being  the  owner  of  the  riparian  land,  has  the  full  right 
to  use  the  water  in  its  natural  course  on  its  land  for  that  purpose. 

1  Supra,  sees.  116,  231;  infra,  sec.  (1909),  155  Cal.  323,  100  Pac.  1082, 
815.  22  L.  B.  A.,  N.  8.,  382,  17  Ann.  Cas. 

3  Mcntone    Co.    T.    Bedlands    Co.      1222. 
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It  has  also  the  right,  if  it  is  more  convenient  and  effective  so  to  do, 
to  turn  it  out  of  its  natural  channel  at  the  upper  end  of  its  posses- 
sions, use  it  for  generating  power  thereon  and  turn  it  back  into  the 
stream  within  its  lands  briow,  provided  such  interference  with 
natural  conditions  does  not  unduly  injure  others  who  have  rights 
in  the  water." 

(3d  €d.) 

§  748.  Reasonable  Use  for  Irrigation.— For  all  but  "natural 
uses*'  the  riparian  proprietor  is  limited  in  his  use  so  as  not  to  un- 
reasonably interfere  with  the  use  of  their  lands  by  other  riparian 
owners.  The  same  is  true  of  irrigation  just  as  of  other  uses  for 
profit.'  One  riparian  proprietor  cannot  take  water  for  irrijration  to 
the  unreasonable  exclusion  of  the  others  below,  or  take  all.*  Con- 
cerning the  reasonable  use  allowed  the  riparian  proprietor  for  irri- 
gation extracts  are  here  given  from  some  decisions,  English  and 
Eastern  as  well  as  Western.  '  They  all  agree ;  namely,  that  the  use 
for  irrigation  is  proper  within  the  limit  that  it  must  not  unreason- 
ably prevent  the  jwssibility  of  equal  use  by  the  other  riparian 
proprietors. 

In  a  California  case  Mr.  Justice  Shaw  said:  "Where  two  persons 
own  land  along  the  line  of  a  watercourse,  the  measure  of  their  rights 
is  not  necessarily  controlled  solely  by  the  length  of  their  respec- 
tive frontages  on  the  stream.  Many  other  things  may  enter  into 
the  question.  One  may  have  a  tract  of  land  of  such  character  that 
but  little  use  could  be  made  of  the  water  upon  it,  while  the  land 
of  the  other  may  all  be  so  situated  that  it  could  be  irrigated  with 
profit  and  advantage.  In  Harris  v.  Harrison,'^  it  is  said:  *In  such 
a  case,  the  length  of  the  stream,  the  volume  of  water  in  it,  the 
extent  of  each  ownership  along  the  banks,  the  character  of  the  soil 
owned  by  each  contestant,  the  area  sought  to  be  irrigated  by  each — 
all  these,  and  many  other  considerations,  must  enter  into  the  solu- 
tion of  the  problem.'  And  the  general  rule  is  there  stated  to  be, 
in  cases  where  there  is  not  water  enough  to  supply  the  wants  of 
both,  that  each  owner  has  the  right  to  the  reasonable  use  of  the 
water,  taking  into  consideration  the  rights  and  necessities  of  the 
other."®    In  Nevada  Judge  Hawley  said:  ** Under  the  rules  of  the 

8  Lone    Tree    etc.    Co.    ▼.    Cyclone  *  Learned   v.   Tangerman,   65   CaL 

etc.  Co.,  15  S.  D.  519,  91  N.  W.  352;  334,  4  Pac.  191,  and  cases  supra. 

rr  11           o       ♦u     oi     rv^       o«o    ^^A  *"*  ^3  Cal.  681.  29  Pac.  325. 

Tolle  V.   Cornth,    31    Tex.    362,  and  «  Southern    Cal.    etc.    Co.    v.    Wil- 

cases  supra,  98  Am.  Dec.  540.  shire,  144  Cal.  68,  at  71,  77  Pac.  767. 
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common  law,  the  riparian  proprietors  would  all  have  the  right  to 
a  reasonable  use  of  the  waters  of  a  stream  running  through  their 
respective  lands  for  the  purpose  of  irrigation.  It  is  declared  in  all 
the  authorities  upon  this  subject  that  it  is  impossible  to  lay  down 
any  precise  rule  which  will  be  applicable  to  all  cases.  The  ques- 
tion may  be  determined  in  each  case  with  reference  to  the  size  of 
the  stream,  the  velocity  of  the  water,  the  character  of  the  soil,  the 
number  of  proprietors,  the  amount  of  water  needed  to  irrigate  the 
lands  per  acre,  and  a  variety  of  other  circumstances  and  conditions 
surrounding  each  particular  case;  the  true  test  in  all  cases  being, 
whether  the  use  is  of  such  a  character  as  to  materially  affect  the 
equally  beneficial  use  of  the  waters  of  the  stream  by  the  other  pro- 
prietors.''^ In  a  Nebraska  caset*  **The  common  law  seeks  to 
secure  equality  in  use  of  the  water  among  all  those  who  are  so 
situated  that  they  may  use  it.  It  does  not  give  to  any  riparian 
owner  property  in  the  corjms  of  the  water,  either  so  .as  to  be  able 
to  take  all  of  it,  or  so  as  to  insist  that  every  drop  of  it  flow  in  its 
natural  channel.®  When,  therefore,  counsel  tell  us  that  their  clients 
have  a  natural  right  to  irrigate,  and  that  reasonable  use  of  the  water 
is  necessary  in  exercise  of  that  right,  they  urge  nothing  against  the 
rules  of  the  common  law,  since  the  latter  merely  insist  that  others 
along  the  streams  in  question  have  the  same  natural  right,  and  per- 
mit every  reasonable  use  by  each,  consistent  with  like  use  by  all." 
And  elsewhere  in  the  same  case:  **For,  if  we  regard  the  question 
of  what  is  reasonable  use  as  in  great  part  one  of  fact,  the  conditions 
of  soil,  climate  and  rainfall  in  any  given  locality,  when  proved,  may 
,  be  considered  properly  as  important  elements  of  fact,  without  in 
the  least  affecting  the  general  rule.  But  if  we  concede  so  much, 
the  law  insists  that  the  lower  owner  shall  not  be  deprived  of  the 
use  of  the  water  to  an  unreasonable  extent.*®    The  uses  which  an 


See,  also,  Gutierrez  v.  Wege,  145  Cal. 
730,  79  Pac.  449;  Anaheim  etc.  Co. 
V.  Fuller,  150  Cal.  327,  88  Pac.  978; 
Xosalhous  V.  Walker,  45  Wash.  621, 
88  Pac.  1032. 

^  Jones  v.  Aria  ma,  19  Nev.  78,  3 
Am.  St.  Rep.  7i>8,  6  Pac.  442,  and 
repeated  in  Union  Min.  Co.  y.  Dang- 
berg,  81  Fed.  73.  ^'Irrigation  must 
be  held  in  this  climate  to  be  a  proper 
mode  of  using  water  by  a  riparian 
proprietor,  the  lawful  extent  of  the 
use  depending  upon  the  circumstances 
of  each  case.  With  reference  to 
these  circumstances,  the  use  must  be 


reasonable,  and  the  right  must  be  ex- 
ercised so  as  to  do  the  least  possible 
injury  to  others.  There  must  be  no 
unreasonable  detention  or  consump- 
tion of  the  water."  Union  etc.  Min. 
Co.  V.  Farris,  2  Saw.  176,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  14,371,  8  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  90. 

8  Meng  V.  Coffey,  67  Neb.  500,  108 
Am.  St.  Rep.  697,  93  N.  W.  715,  60 
L.  R.   A.  610. 

•  Citing  Vernon  Irr.  Co.  v.  Los 
Angeles,  106  Cal.  237,  39  Pac.  762. 

10  Citing  Sampson  v.  Hoddinott,  1 
Com.  B.,  N.  S.,  590,  3  Jur.,  N.  S. 
243. 
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upper  riparian  owner  may  make  of  a  stream  for  purposes  of  irriga- 
tion must  be  judged,  in  determining  whether  they  are  reasonable, 
with  reference  to  the  size,  situation  and  character  of  the  stream,  the 
uses  to  which  its  waters  may  be  put  by  other  riparian  owners,  the 
season  of  the  year,  and  the  nature  of  the  region.  These  circum- 
stances differ  in  different  cases,  and  what  use  is  reasonable  must  be 
largely  a  question  of  fact  in  each  case.^*  Some  things,  however,  are 
clearly  unreasonable,  and  it' may  be  laid  down  absolutely  that  the 
upper  owner,  in  using  the  water  for  irrigation,  must  not  waste,  need- 
lessly diminish,  or  wholly  consume  it,  to  the  injury  of  other  owners, 
nor  so  as  to  prevent  reasonable  use  of  it  by  them  also."  ^^ 

The  principle  that  it  is  entirely  a  question  of  degree  is  set  forth 
in  a  leading  Massachusetts  case,^^  saying:  ''It  has  sometimes  been 
made  a  question  whether  a  riparian  proprietor  can  divert  water 
from  a  running  stream  for  purposes  of  irrigation;  but  this,  we 
think,  is  an  abstract  question,  -which  cannot  be  answered  either  in 
the  affirmative  or  negative,  as  a  rule  applicable  to  all  cases.  That 
a  portion  of  the  water  of  a  stream  may  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
irrigating  land  we  think  is  well  established  as  one  of  the  rights  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  soil  along  or  through  which  it  passes;  yet  a 
proprietor  cannot,  under  color  of  that  right,  or  for  the  actual  pur- 
pose of  irrigating  his  own  land,  wholly  abstract  or  divert  the  water- 
course, or  take  such  an  unreasonable  quantity  of  water,  or  make 
such  unreasonable  use  of  it,  as  to  deprive  other  proprietors  of  the 
substantial  benefits  which  they  might  derive  from  it  if  not  diverted 
or  used  unreasonably."  In  a  New  York  case  it  is  said  he  may  use 
the  water  **for  the  purpose  of  irrigation  of  his  lands  when  the 
amount  used  is  reasonable  and  not  out  of  proportion  to  the  size 
of  the  stream.""  In  Kent's  Commentaries  it  is  said:  **If  I  am 
the  first  person  who  applies  the  water  of  a  running  stream  to  the 
purpose  of  irrigation  or  a  mill,  I  cannot  afterward  be  lawfully  dis- 
turbed in  any  essential  degree,  in  the  exercise  of  my  right,  though 


11  Citing  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69  Cal. 
255,  10  Pac.  674;  Baker  v.  Brown,  55 
Tex.  377;  Harris  v.  Harrison,  93  Cal. 
676,  29  Pac.  325;  Minnesota  Loan  & 
Trust  Co.  V.  St.  Anthony  Falls  Water 
Power  Co.,  82  Minn.  505,  85  N.  W. 
520;  Embrey  v.  Owen,  6  Ex.  353,  20 
L.  J.  Ex.  212;  Pitts  v.  Lancaster 
Mills,  13   Met.   (Mass.)    156. 

12  Citing  Union  Mill  Co.  v.  Dang- 
berg,  2  Saw.  4.'50,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,370, 
8  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  113;  Lux  v.  Hag- 


gin,  69  Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674;  Harris 
V.  Harrison,  93  Cal.  676,  29  Pac.  325; 
Gould  V.  Eaton,  117  Cal.  539,  49  Pac. 
577,  38  L.  R.  A.  181;  Coffman  v. 
Robbins,  8  Or.  279,  8  Morr.  Min. 
Rep.  131;  Gillett  v.  Johnson,  30  Conn. 
180. 

13  Elliott  V.  Fitchburg  By.  Co.,  10 
Cush.  193-195,  57  Am.  Dec.  85. 

14  Pierson  v.  Spever,  178  N.  Y. 
270,  102  Am.  St.  Rep.  499,  70  N.  E. 
799. 
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I  may  not  have  enjoyed  it  for  twenty  years ;  provided  the  water  be 
used  by  me  reasonably,  so  as  not  to  divert  the  natural  course  of  the 
stream  from  the  lands  below,  or  essentially  destroy  the  same  use  of 
it,  as  it  naturally  flowed  over  adjacent  lands.  *'^^  In  a  Pennsyl- 
vania case:  *'It  is  a  well-recognized  rule  that  a  riparian  proprietor 
may,  jure  naturae,  divert  water  from  a  stream  for  domestic  pur- 
poses and  for  the  irrigation  of  his  land";  adding  that  the  extent 
for  irrigation  depends  on  whether  it  is  reasonable  under,  all  the  cir- 
cumstances.^* In  a  case  in  Maine  it  is  said  that  a  riparian  pro- 
prietor may  diminish  volume  for  irrigation,  provided  he  does  not 
do  so  unreasonably,  which  **  depends  much  upon  the  nature  and  size 
of  the  stream  as  well  as  the  use  to  which  it  is  subservient."  ^^ 

In  a  comparatively  early  English  case  the  right  to  irrigate  was 
recognized,^*  and  it  was  clearly  set  forth  in  another  decision  upon 
which  the  principles  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  quotations  are  un- 
doubtedly directly  or  indirectly  founded.  Baron  Parke  said  in 
Embrey  v.  Owen:**  **This  must  depend  upon  the  circumstances 
of  each  case.  On  the  one  hand,  it  could  not  be  permitted  that 
the  owner  of  a  tract  of  many  thousand  acres  of  porous  soil,  abut- 
ting on  one  part  of  the  stream,  could  be  permitted  to  irrigate  them 
continually  by  canals  and  drains,  and  so  cause  a  serious  diminution 
of  the  quantity  of  water,  though  there  was  no  other  loss  to  the 
natural  stream  than  that  arising  from  the  necessary  absorption 
and  evaporation  of  the  water  employed  for  that  purpose.  On  the 
other  hand,  one's  common  sense  would  be  shocked  by  supposing 
that  a  riparian  owner  could  not  dip  a  watering-pot  into  the  stream 
in  order  to  water  his  garden,  or  allow  his  family  or  his  cattle  to 
drink  it.  It  is  entirely  a  question  of  degree,  and  it  is  very  difficult, 
indeed  impossible,  to  define  precisely  the  limits  which  separate  the 
reasonable  and  permitted  use  of  the  stream  from  its  wrongful  ap- 
plication; but  there  is  often  no  difficulty  in  deciding  whether  a 
particular  case  falls  within  the  permitted  limits  or  not."  ^ 


Iff  Kent's     Commentaries,    pt.    YI, 
lee.  52,  Browne's  ed.,  p.  631. 

16  Messinger's  Appeal,  109  Pa.  285, 
4  Atl.  162. 

17  Davis   T.   Getchell,   60   Me.   605, 
79  Am.  Dec.  636. 

18  Miner  ▼.  Gilmour,  12  Moore  P. 
C.  156,  14  Eng.  Reprint,  861. 

l»  6  Ex.  352,  20  L.  J.  Ex.  212. 
20  Says  "a    Scotch    authority:     "In 
the  earliest  of  these  cases  the  water- 


ing of  the  ground  had  been  spoken 
of  as  'being  the  most  natural  and 
ordinary  effects  of  burns  and 
waters,'  and  probably  a  reasonable 
use  for  that  purpose  would  be  sus- 
tained (see  Embrey  v.  Owen  (1851), 
6  Ex.  353,  20  L.  J.  Ex.  212),  pro- 
vided it  was  not  excessive  in  view 
of  the  size  of  the  stream,  and  of  the 
needs  of  the  lower  heritors,  and  care 
was   taken  to  return  the  whiilo  sur- 
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§  749.  Same — Turner  v.  James  Canal  Co. — The  recent  Cali- 
fornia case  of  Turner  v.  James  Canal  Co.^^  is  worth  stating  at  some 
length,  and  contains  an  instructive  exposition  of  the  law.  It  was 
held,  per  Mr.  Justice  Shaw,  that  what  is  a  reasonable  use  for  irriga- 
tion depends  on  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  where  water  is  taken 
from  a'  slough  connectinpr  with  the  stream,  regard  must  be  had  to 
the  quantity  of  water  in  the  slough  as  compared  to  that  in  the 
stream,  the  quantity  the  slough  is  capable  of  naturally  receiving 
from  the  river,  the  quantity  of  land  of  each  claimant,  their  respec- 
tive interests  and  requirements,  and  all  other  circumstances  show- 
ing the  needs  of  each.  In  this  case  Fresno  Slough  at  ordinary  times 
connected  only  with  the  San  Joaquin  River,  being  filled  with  water 
therefrom,  rising  and  falling  with  the  varying  height  of  that  river, 
but  having  no  regular  current  of  its  own.  At  times  of  high  summer 
floods,  the  opposite  end  of  the  slough  connects  also  with  another 
river  (Kings  River)  and  a  lake  (Tulare  Lake),  and  receives  water 
at  that  end  also,  and  there  will  be  a  flow  from  one  end  to  the  other 
in  either  direction  according  to  whether  the  Kings  or  the  San 
Joaquin  is  at  a  higher  stage.^  Defendant,  owning  land  upon  this 
slough,  took  water  directly  from  the  slough  and  also  from  another 
point  on  San  Joaquin  River  itself  thirty  or  forty  miles  above  its 
land.  All  the  water  so  taken  at  both  points  defendant  used  to  irri- 
gate its  land  along  the  slough.  Plaintiff,  a  riparian  owner  on  the 
San  Joaquin  River  below  the  slough,  had  arranged  a  series  of  levees, 
checks  and  other  works,  to  utilize  the  natural  overflow  in  flood  time 
(so  that  it  covered  an  extensive  area,  depositing  fertilizing  sedi- 
ment, and  naturally  irrigating  it)  for  the  purpose  of  growing  large 
crops  of  grass,  which  will  be  diminished  by  defendant's  diversions. 

It  was  held  that  defendant's  land  bordering  on  the  slough  is  to 
be  regarded  as  riparian  to  one  or  the  other  river,  according  to  which 
is  furnishing  the  slough  with  its  water  at  times  of  use,  and  entitled 
to  a  reasonable  use  of  the  water  of  such  river  (though  it  results 
in  diminishing  the  flow),  in  conjunction  with  other  riparian  owners 
on  such  river,  the  slough  at  such  times  being  in  effect  a  branch  or 

plus  to  the  channel.     The  return  of  2i  (1909),    155    Cal.    82,    132   Am. 

any   surplus   is   essential."     Ferguson  St.  Rep.  59,  99  Pac.  520,  22  L.  R  A., 

on  The  Law  of   Water  in  Scotland,  N.  S.,  401,  17  Ann.  Cas.  823. 

p.   241.     In   Sampson    ▼.    Hoddinott,  22  The   slough   was   fourteen    miles 

1  Com.  B.,'N.  8.,  603,  Cresswell,  J.,  long  and  crooked,  and  from  one  hun- 

said:  "Irrigation  is  a  riparian  right,  died  to  two  hundred  feet  wide, 
to  be  exercised  subject  to  the  rights 
of  the  other  riparian  proprietors." 
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inlet  of  such  river.^  In  making  this  reasonable  use,  the  water  may 
be  taken  by  defendant  either  from  the  slough  or  from  the  river 
itself  above  complainant,  so  long  as  complainant's  land  is  not  tres- 
passed upon.  The  quantity  to  be  taken  by  defendant  as  reasonable 
is  to  be  determined  by  the  trial  court,  as  a  question  of  fact.  It  is 
not  to.  be  denied  because  such  use  may  interfere  with  the  natural 
irrigation  of  plaintiff's  lands  by  the  overflowing  of  the  river  during 
floods;  saying:  **To  what  extent  such  interference  can  be  allowed 
without  being  unreasonable  is  a  question  of  fact  for  the  trial  court 
upon  a  consideration  of  the  needs  of  each,  the  comparative  benefits 
of  the  respective  uses,  the  comparative  injuries  caused  to  each  by 
the  deprivation  ensuing  from  the  use  by  the  other,  and  all  other 
circumstances  bearing  thereon."  And  regard  must  be  had  ''to  the 
quantity  of  land  of  each,  their  respective  interests,  the  quantity 
of  waler  in  the  slough,  as  compared  to  that  in  the  river,  the  quan- 
tity the  slough  is  capable  naturally  of  diverting  from  the  river, 
and  all  other  circumstances  affecting  the  question*  of  a  reasonable 
division  of  the  water  in  case  there  should  not  be  enough  to  supply 
the  needs  of  all. ' ' 


(3d  ed.) 

§  749a.    Same. — The  enforcement  of  this  rule  in  California  is 

the  so-called  ** modification"  of  the  conmion  law  which  some  declare 

to  exist  in  the  West  even  in  States  such  as  California  which  recognize 

riparian  rights.^^    The  misnomer  arose  from  a  misinterpretation  of 


38  Mr.  Justice  Shaw  s&jn:  "There 
is  no  more  reason  for  declaring  that 
the  owner  of  lands  on  the  river  can 
prevent  the  owner  of  lands  on  the 
slough  from  taking  a  reasonable  share 
of  the  water  of  the  slough,  although 
it  may  affect  the  flow  of  the  river, 
than  of  holding  that  the  owner  of 
land  on  the  slough  could  prevent  the 
riverman  from  taking  his  reasonable 
^art  of  the  water  of  the  river  to  the 
depletion  of  the  water  in  the  slough. 
One  has  as  clear  a  right  as  the  other 
to  the  natural  advantages  of  his 
situation,  and  an  equal  right  to  com- 
plain of  the  deprivation  thereof  bj 
the  undue  use  of  the  other." 

24  Thus  Harris  v.  Harrison,  93  Cal. 
676,  29  Pac.  325,  said:  "But  in  some 
of  the  Western  and  Southwestern 
States  and  territories,  where  the  year 
is  divided  into  one  wet  and  one  dry 
W«t«r  Rights— 52 


season,  and  irrigation  is  necessary  to 
successful  cultivation  of  the  soil,  the 
doctrine  of  riparian  ownership  has, 
by  judicial  decision,  been  modified,  or, 
rather,  enlarged,  so  as  to  include  the 
reasonable  use  of  natural  water  for 
irrigating  the  riparian  land,  although 
such  use  may  appreciably  diminish  the 
flow  down  to  the  lower  riparian  pro- 
prietor. And  this  must  be  taken  to 
be  the  established  rule  in  California, 
at  least,  where  irrigation  is  thus  nec- 
essary." Also,  Wiggins  v.  Muscupi- 
abe  etc.  Ck>.,  113  Cal.  182,  54  Am.  St. 
Bep.  348,  45  Pac.  160,  32  L.  B.  A. 
667;  Bathgate  v.  Irvine,  126  Cal.  136, 
77  Am.  St.  Rep.  158,  58  Pae.  442; 
Katz  v.  Walkinshaw,  141  Cal.  116, 
99  Am.  St.  Rep.  35,  70  Pac.  663,  74 
Pac.  766,  64  L.  B.  A.  236  (per  Mr. 
Justice  Shaw);  City  of  Los  Angeles 
V.  Los  Angeles  etc.  Co.  (1908),  152 
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Lux  V.  Haggin,^  where  the  matter  was  thoroughly  examined  and  it 
was,  on  the  contrary,  shown  that  there  was  nothing  in  this  peculiar 
to  the  West.  If  the  above  authorities  are  not  suflBcient  to  show 
that  to  call  it  a  ** change"  is  erroneous  and  that  the  California  rule 
is  no  change  or  modification,  then  we  refer  the  reader  to  a  later 
section  where  some  more  are  quoted,^  and  will  now  add  in  this 
place  still  a  few  others. 

In  Washington  the  court  says:^  *'It  is  suggested  on  behalf 
of  the  appellants  that  the  use  of  water  for  irrigation  was  practi- 
cally unknown  to  the  common  law.  But,  while  it  may  be  true 
that  it  is  seldom  necessary  or  desirable  to  irrigate  land  in  Eng- 
land by  artificial  means,  yet  it  appears  that  a  reasonable  use 
of  running  streams  for  that  purpose  by  riparian  proprietors  is 
recognized  by  the  courts  of  that  country.  It  is  expressly  so  stated 
in  Gfould  on  Waters,^  where  a  number  of  English  cases  are  'cited ; 
and  in  Pomeroy  on  Riparian  Rights,*  it  is  declared  that  the  common- 
law  rule  that  every  riparian  proprietor  has  an  equal  right  to  the 
use  of  water  as  it  is  accustomed  to  flow,  without  diminution  or 
alteration,  is  subject  to  the  well-recognized  limitation  that  each 
owner  may  make  a  reasonable  use  of  the  water  for  domestic,  agricul- 
tural and  manufacturing  purposes;  and  the  author  there  cites 
several  English  and  many  American  decisions  in  support  of  that 
declaration."  And  the  Oregon  court,'  citing  many  cases,  sajrs: 
**It  is  accordingly  now  quite  generally  held  in  this  country  and  in 
England,  that,  after  the  natural  w^ants  of  all  the  riparian  pro- 
prietors have  been  supplied,  each  proprietor  is  entitled  to  a  reason- 
able use  of  the  water  for  irrigating  purposes."  And  another  au- 
thority declares  **The  right  at  common  law  of  a  riparian  proprietor 
to  make  a  reasonable  use  of  the  waters  of  a  natural  stream  for  irri- 
gation purposes  is  well  settled,  both  in  England  and  in  the  United 
States."*    A  late  New  Jersey  case  says:  **That  diversion  for  use 


Cal.  645,  93  Pac.  869,  1135;  Turner 
V.  James  Canal  Co.  (1909),  155  Cal. 
82,  132  Am.  St.  Rep.  59,  99  Pac.  520, 
22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  8.,  401,  17  Ann.  Cas. 
823  (per  Mr.  Justice  Shaw)  ;  Burr 
V.  Maclay  R.  Co.,  154  Cal.  428,  98 
Pac.  260  (per  Mr.  Justice  Shaw); 
Lobdell  V.  Simpson,  2  Nev.  274,  90 
Am.  Dec.  537,  and  the  decisions  of  the 
States  following  the  Colorado  doctrine 
rejecting  riparian  rights  in  toio 
(quoted  supra,  sees.  112,  118,  168),  on 
the  ground  that  the  common  law  is 
destructive  of  irrigation. 


25  69  Cal.  255,  at  398  et  seq.,  10 
Pac.  674.     See  supra,  sec.  673.  * 

26  Infra,  sec.  799. 

2T  Benton  v.  Johncox,  17  Wash. 
277,  61  Am.  St.  Rep.  912,  49  Pac. 
498,  39  L.  R.  A.  107. 

1  Section  217. 

2  Section  125. 

s  Jones  V.  Conn,  39  Or.  30,  87  Am. 
St.  Rep.  634,  64  Pac.  855,  65  Pac. 
1068,  54  L.  R.  A.  630. 

4  17  Am.  &  Eng.  Encr.  of  Law, 
487. 


9  750 


Ch.  32.     BEASONABLE  BIPARIAN  USE.         (3d  ed.)  819 


upon'  riparian  lands  and  for  domestic  and  agricultural  or  manu- 
facturing  purposes  is  in  its  nature  a  reasonable  use  is  the  settled 
law  of  this  State,  and  diversion  for  irrigation  has  also  been  held 
to  be  a  reasonable  use  in  accordance  with  the  general  American  doc- 
trine and  the  English  authority.*'  •  In  Year  Book  XII,  Edward  III 
(A.  D.  1331),  plaintiff  complained  of  diversion  from  his  meadow  of 
a  stream  **  with  which  water  he  was  wont  to  water  his  cattle,  namely, 
horses,  sheep  and  cows,  and  also  to  fish  therein  and  brew  therewith, 
and  irrigate  [adaquare]  the  aforesaid  meadow  in  time  of  droiight," 
and  the  assize  passed  for  plaintiff.  In  another  English  case  ^  it  was 
said:  **Now  the  plaintiff  was  not  hurt  as  to  culinary  purposes,  nor 
irrigation,  nor  as  to  his  cattle  nor  drainage,"  and  an  injunction  was 
refused.  As  the  Kansas  court  says:  **The  authorities  are  unani- 
mous to  the  effect  that  the  use  of  water  for  irrigation  is  one  of  the 
common-law  rights  of  a  riparian  proprietor."  ' 


(3d  ed.) 

§  750.  Seasonable  Use  (Concluded). — The  common  law  and 
the  civil  law  are  in  this  the  same.  The  civil  law  is:  '*If  water 
passes  between  estates  of  different  owners,  each  one  of  these  can 
use  it  for  the  irrigation  of  his  estate  or  for  any  other  object,  but 
not  the  whole  of  it,  but  only  the  part  which  corresponds  to  him, 
because  both  have  equal  rights,  and  the  one  can  consequently  oppose 
use  of  it  all  by  the  other,  or  even  a  part  considerably  more  than  his 
own."* 

The  principle  of  equality  is  the  foundation  of  the  common  law 
in  all  jurisdictions.  English  and  Eastern  cases  presented  difficul- 
ties of  fact^n  equalizing  uses  for  conflicting  purposes  (e.  g.,  a  mill 
and  an  irrigator  on  the  same  stream).®  The  difference  in  the  West 
is  merely  the  greater  simplicity  of  fact  because  usually  irrigation 
is  alone  the  predominating  use,  so  that  equality  becomes  more  easily 
attainable  as  a  matter  of  division  and  apportionment. 


5  City  of  Paterson  v.  East  Jersey 
W.  Co.,  74  N.  J.  Eq.  49,  70  Atl.  484. 

6  Elmhirst  ▼.  Spencer,  2  Macn.  & 
G.  45,  42  Eng.  Reprint,  18. 

7  Clark  V.  AHaman,  71  Kan.  206, 
80  Pac.  584,  70  L.  B.  A.  971. 

8  HaU'B  Mexican  Law,  sec.  1391. 
See  the  Code  Napoleon  and  other 
civil-law  authorities  given  supra,  sec. 
685,  and  infra,  sec.  1025'  et  seq. 


»  The  difficulty  of  satisfactorily 
adjusting  power  and  irrigation  uses 
on  the  same  stream  is  illustrated  in 
Schodde  v.  Twin  Falls  Co.  (Idaho), 
161  Fed.  43,  88  C.  C.  A.  207;  Men- 
tone  Co.  V.  Redlands  Co.  (1909),  155 
Cal.  323,  100  Pac.  1082,  22  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  382,  17  Ann.  Cas.  1222. 
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C.    APPOBTIONMENT. 
(3d  €d.) 

§  751.  Apportionment. — ^To  secure  to  all  contesting  riparian 
proprietors  the  reasonable  use  to  which  each  is  entitled,  a  court 
of  equity  will,  if  necessary,  apportion  the  water.^  This  was  com- 
paratively early  said  to  be  well  settled  and  not  a  Western  innova- 
tion, and  Professor  Pomeroy,  cited  in  the  note,  says  it  is  a  matter 
regularly  within  the  jurisdiction  of  equity.* 

The  apportionment  may  be  measured  in  any  manner  best  calcu- 
lated to  a  reasonable  result.  ''Riparian  owners  are  not  to  be  de- 
barred from  use  of  water  because  the  season  is  dry  and  the  stream 


1  Harris  v.  Harriaon,  93  Cal.  676, 
29  Pac.  325;  Wiggins  v.  Muscupiabe 
etc.  Co.,  113  Cal.  182,  54  Am.  St. 
Rep.  337,  45  Pac.  160,  32  L.  B.  A. 
667 ;  Smith  v.  Corbit,  116  Cal.  587,  48 
Pac,  725.  See  Metcalfe  v.  Paucher 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.),  99  S.  W.  1038.  It 
is  said  that  this  will  be  done  with 
percolating  waters  also.  Katz  v. 
Walkinshaw,  141  Cal.  116,  99  Am.  St. 
Rep.  35,  70  Pac.  663,  74  Pac.  766,  64 
L.  R.  A.  236,  as  to  which,  see  Glassell 
V.  Verdugo,  108  Cal.  503,  41  Pac. 
403;  Verdugo  Co.  v.  Verdugo  (1908), 
15?  Cal.  655,  93  Pac.  1021. 

3  McKee,  J.,  in  Anaheim  W.  Co.  r. 
Semi-Tropic  W.  Co.,  64  Cal.  197,  30 
Pac.  623  (see  for  another  early  case, 
Lofl  Angeles  v.  Baldwin,  53  Cal.  471)  ; 
Pomeroy  on  Riparian  Rights,  sec.  15."), 
relying  on  a  New  York  case.  In 
Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason,  413, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,312,  between  mill 
owners,  the  case  (decided  by  Justice 
Story)  was  referred  to  a  master  to 
ascertain,  '"as  near  as  may  be  ...  . 
the  quantity  to  which  the  trench 
owners  are  entitled,  and  to  report  a 
suitable  mode  and  arrangement  per- 
manently to  regulate  and  adjust  the 
flow  of  the  water  so  as  to  preserve  tho 
rights  of  all  parties."  In  a  Massa- 
chupotts  case  (Ballou  v.  Inhabitants 
of  Hopkinton,  4  Gray  (Mass.),  324, 
328) :  'Vin  regulating  the  rights  of 
mill  owners  ami  all  others  in  the  use 
of  a  stream,  wherein  numbers  of  per- 
sons are  interested,  equity  is  able,  by 
one  decree,  to  regulate  their  respec- 
tiye  rights,  to  fix  the  time  and  manner 
in  which  water  may  be  drawn,  and 
within   what  limits  it   shall   or   shall 


not  be  drawn  by  all  parties,  respec- 
tively," etc.    In    an    Illinois    ease  it 
was  held  that  where  two  steam  mills 
or  factories  are  located  on  the  same 
stream,  the  rule  is  this:  "That  so  far 
as  the  water  is  destroyed  by  being 
converted  into   steam^   neither   is  en- 
titled to  its  exclusive  use.    It  is  to 
be  divided  between  them  as  nearly  as 
may  be  according  to  their  respective 
requirements.     If    each    requires    the 
same  quantity,  it  should  be  equidly 
divided."    Bliss  v.   Kennedy    (1867), 
43  111.  67.     In  a  recent  New  Hamp- 
shire case,    among    mill    and    power 
users,    apportionment    was     decree<l. 
Roberts  v.  Clarement  Co.,   74  N.  H. 
217,  124  Am.  St.  Rep.  962;   66  Atl. 
485;  citing  Home  v.  Hutchins,  71  N. 
H.  128,  51  Atl.  651;  Fowler  v.  Kent, 
71  N.  H.  388,  52  Atl.  554;  State  v. 
Sunapee  Dam.  Co.,  70  N.  H.  458,  50 
Atl.  108,  59  L.  R.  A.  55;  Blanchard 
v.  Baker,  8  Me.  253,  23  Am.  Dec.  504; 
Patten  Co.  v.  Kankanna  Co.,  70  Wis. 
659,  35  N.  W.  737;  Angell  on  Water- 
courses, sees.  98-101.     Accord,  War- 
ren V.  Westbrook  Co.,  88  Me.  58,  51 
Am.    St.   Rep.    372,  33   Atl.   665,   35 
L.     R.     A.     388.     According     to     a 
French     authority:  "Les      tribunaux 
comp^temment    saisis  d'une  demande 
en    repartition  d'eauz  sent  autoris^s 
a      ordonner      T^stablissement      des 
ouvrages   n^cessaires   pour   assurer    ^ 
chacun  des  riverains  la  portion  d'eaa 
qui   lui   est   attribute."     Droit   Civile 
Francais,  by  Aubrey  &  Rau,  4th  ed., 
vol.     m,    p.     58.     We    give    these 
authorities  to-  show  the  error  of  con- 
sidering this  an  innovation  in  West- 
ern law. 
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low. "  •  In  apportioning  the  water,  the  court  of  equity  will  adopt 
any  mode  that  is  reasonable  on  the  facts  to  secure  equality.  For 
the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  several  riparian  proprietors  it 
has  been  held  that  a  court  of  equity  may,  in  a  proper  case,  appor- 
tion the  flow  of  the  stream,  after  the  natural  wants  of  the  several 
proprietors  have  been  satisfied,  in  such  a  manner  as  may  seem  equi- 
table and  just  under  the  circumstances.'*  The  apportionment  may 
be  by  quantity,  awarding  to  each  a  definite  share  of  flow  for  con- 
tinual use,  as  where  a  riparian  proprietor's  right  was  fixed  at  one 
hundred  inches.'^  The  apportionment  may  take  the  form  of  fixing 
fractions  of  the  whole  stream  as  to  surface  flow,  but  as  to  the  sub- 
flow,  this  would  be  impracticable,  and  the  apportionment  must  take 
the  form  of  a  positive  quantity  of  water.®  In  flxing  the  amount, 
however,  the  caution  must  be  insisted  on,  that  present  needs  or  use 
are  not  to  be  made  the  test.  Actual  present  use  does  not  limit 
the  riparian  right — future  possible  use  is  equally  to  be  secured,  and 
must  be  figured  in  the  decree.  **The  right  of  a  riparian  owner  to 
the  use  of  the  water  is  not,  however,  measured  by  the  amount  he 
actually  uses,  and  it  is  not  to  be  assumed  that  the  same  amount 
of  land  will  be  cultivated  in  every  succeeding  year.  The  amount 
of  irrigable  land  belonging  to  each  party,  rather  than  the  amount 
of  land  already  under  cultivation,  would  be  properly  made  a  con- 
trolling element  in  adjusting  their  respective  rights  to  the  flow  of 
the  stream ;  otherwise  a  readjustment  would  be  necessary  whenever 
either  party  should  cultivate  a  greater  or  less  area."^ 

The  apportionment  may  be  by  periods  of  time  instead  of  by  quan- 
tity or  volume.  In  Wiggins  v.  Muscupiabe  etc.  Co.®  the  court  says : 
**  Whenever  it  should  appear  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
that  the  only  method  by  which  either  proprietor  could  have  a  rea- 
sonable use  of  the  stream  would  be  to  allow  to  each  its  full  flow 
for  a  reasonable  time,  the  only  equitable  adjustment  of  their  rights 
would  be  to  thus  apportion  the  flow.  Whether  this  apportionment 
should  be  for  alternate  weeks  or  alternate  days,  or  for  a  specific 

8  Meng  V.  Coffey,  67  Neb.  500,  108  «  Verdugo     W.     Co.     v.     Verdugo 

Am.  St.  Rep.  697,  93  N.  W.  715,  60  (1908),  152  Cal.  655,  93   Pac.   1021, 

L.  R.  A.  910.  par.  9  of  opinion. 

4  Jones  V.  Conn,  39  Or.  30,  87  Am.  ^  tx7;««:«-   „    tut  «^     -..u       t,      n 
St.  Rep.  634,  64  '  Pac.  855, '65   Pac.  „l  ?^J^S1  ^i  A^^r^n'^T^S^ 

ZVb^'Lt;/' "'  '''""^  *""'  ""'■   Palm." '  L.*  ^^%r'- '"'  '' 

lornia  cases  suptG.  ' 

5  Lone  Tree  Ditch  Co.  v.  Cyclone  »  113  Cal.  182,  at  193,  54  Am.  St. 
Ditch  Co.,  15  8.  D.  519,  91  N.  W.  Rep.  337,  45  Pac.  160,  32  L.  R.  A. 
355:  Same  v.  Same.  128  N.  W.  596.  667. 
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portion  of  each  day,  must  be  determined  by  the  facts  of  each  case."  • 
For  example,  in  Harris  v.  Harrison,*®  the  leading  case,  each  con- 
testing riparian  owner  was  awarded  the  entire  flow  for  three  and 
one-half  days  out  of  seven.  In  another  case  **  plaintiff's  land  con- 
tained about  two  thousand  acres,  and  the  court  found  that  fifty- 
acres  of  it  were  adapted  to  cultivation  and  were  susceptible  of  irri- 
gation, and  that  only  three  acres  and  a  fraction  of  defendant's  land 
were  adapted  to  cultivation  and  irrigable ;  and  it  found  that  a  fair 
proportionate  division  of  the  water  of  the  creek,  for  irrigation, 
would  give  to  plaintiffs  the  entire  flow  of  the  creek  for  twenty  days 
out  of  every  twenty-one  days,  and  to  defendant  the  entire  flow  of  the 
creek  for  one  day  out  of  every  twenty-one  days ;  and  judgment  was 
rendered  in  accordance  with  this  finding,  and  affirmed  on  appeal. 

The  apportionment  may  be  applied  to  use  for  domestic  purposes 
(** natural  uses")  under  the  view  that  all  uses  are  tested  by  the  rule 
of  reasonableness  in  effect  as  well  as  reasonableness  of  purpose.^ 
In  one  case  it  is  said:  **  "But  it  does  not  follow — as  is  also  found 
by  the  court — that  they  are  entitled  to  continuous  flow  of  two  inches 
or  any  other  quantity  in  the  ditch,  and  such  a  requirement,  we 
think,  would  be  unreasonable.  The  flow  of  water  in  a  stream  may, 
and  when  necessary  should,  be  apportioned  between  the  parties  in- 
terested *by  periods  of  time,  rather  than  by  a  division  of  its  quan- 
tity' and  artificial  means  of  conducting  it  may  be  allowed,  instead 
of  the  natural  channel.  Or,  indeed,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the 
court  to  hold  that  the  dendands  of  the  plaintiffs  entitled  to  water  for 
domestic  use  are  sufficiently  supplied  by  the  constant  flow  of  the 
water  by  their  places  for  eighteen  hours,  to  which  is  to  be  added, 
in  case  the  rights  of  the  plaintiffs  to  the  other  water  in  question  be 
established,  an  additional  flow  of  two  or  three  hours,  or  perhaps 
more. "  ** 

Where  the  facts  warrant  it,  an  equal  distribution  will  be  de- 
creed.*' **If  every  riparian  proprietor  on  a  given  stream  owned 
the  same  quantity  of  land,  with  the  same  frontage  on  the  stream, 
and  the  same  susceptibility  to  and  need  of  irrigation,  each  would  be 

0  Accord,    Guiterrez    v.   Wege,    145  is  Craig  v.  Grafton  Water  Co.,  141 

Cal.  730,  79  Pac.  449.  Cal.  178,  74  Pac.  762. 

10  93  Cal.  676,  29  Pac  325  ,,-  g^    ^^       ^^^^„^^  ^    ^^^^^^ 

oi  T>    "  jr^  ""•      ^^^'  '       140  Fed.  14;  Rogers  v.  Overacker,  i 

o  «'•     •  >ir  •  V      *     r.  Cal.  App.  333,  87  Pac.  1107, 

i2  Wiggins  V.  Muscupiabe  etc.  Co.,  ^^         ' 

113  Cal.  191,  54  Am.  St.  Rep.  337,  45  M  E.  g.,  Harris  v.  Harrison,  mpra. 

T»ac.  160,  32  L.  R.  A.  667. 
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entitled  to  precisely  the  same  quantity  of  water  for  that  purpose."  *• 
And  in  another  case  it  is  said : ' '  While  the  distribution  of  the  waters 
of  the  stream  among  riparian  owners,  according  to  common-law 
principles,  is  most  difficult,  where  the  stream  is  long,  the  riparian 
owners  numerous,  and  the  quantity  of  water  limited,  yet  in  this  case 
each  of  the  parties  owns  the  same  quantity  of  land,  of  substantially 
the  same  character,  their  necessities  and  conditions  are  substantially 
the  same,  and  an  equal  distribution  of  the  waters  of  the  creek  be- 
tween them  will  mete  out  substantial  justice  as  nearly  as  substantial 
justice  can  be  attained."" 

There  can  be  no  apportionment  by  either  time  or  volume  in  the 
absence  of  evidence  of  all  surrounding  circumstances  bearing  upon 
what  would  be  reasonable.**  No  one  thing  being  conclusive,  evi- 
dence of  the  entire  situation  must  be  forthcoming,  such  as  kind  of 
crops,  relative  acreage,  size  of  stream,  number  of  contestants  and  so 
forth. 


(34  ed.) 

§  752.  Apportionmejit  is  an  Equitable  Remedy. — The  appor- 
tionment rests  upon  the  power  of  equity,  as  distinguished  from  law, 
to  give  specific  relief.  An  award  of  a  definite  quantity  of  water  to 
any  riparian  owner  against  other  riparian  owners  is  not  because  his 
substantive  right  is  measured  thereby,  but  because  such  remedy 
affords  more  adequate  relief  than  the  damages  which  a  court  of  law 
could  give. 

The  substantive  right  of  each  is  the  indivisible  one  to  the  reason- 
able use  of  his  own  land,  and  not  to  any  fixed  quantity  of  water. 
As  is  said  in  Lux  v.  Haggin:  **We  anticipate  the  objection  that  this 


W  Charnock  v.  Higuerra,  111  Cal. 
479,  52  Am.  St.  Rep.  195,  44  Pac. 
171,  32  L.  R.  A.  190. 

17  Nesalhous  v.  Walker,  45  Wash. 
621,  88  Pac.  1032. 

18  Coleman  v.  Le  Franc,  137  Cal. 
214,  69  Pac.  1011;  Riverside  W.  Co. 
V.  Sargent,  112  Cal.  230,  44  Pac.  560; 
Rogers  v.  Overacker,  4  Cal.  App.  333, 
87  Pac.  1107;  Riverside  W.  Co.  v. 
Gage,  89  Cal.  410,  26  Pac.  889;  Mon- 
tecito  Co.  V.  Santa  Barbara,  151  Cal. 
377,  90  Pac.  935;  Strong  v.  Baldwin 
(1909),  154  Cal.  150,  129  Am.  St. 
Rep.  141,  97  Pac.  178;  Hudson  v. 
Dailey,  156  Cal.  617,  105  Pac.  748; 
Perry   v.   Calkins     (Cal.),    113    Pac. 


136;  HoUett  v.  Davis,  54  Wash.  326, 
103  Pac.  423.  "Before  the  distribu- 
tion can  be  made,  we  must  first  know 
the  quantity  of  water  in  the  stream 
from  time  to  time  during  the  irriga- 
tion season,  the  acreage  of  each  f^rm 
in  crops,  character  thereof,  the 
amount  required  for  the  proper  irri- 
gation of  each  crop  and  kind  of  crop, 
time  for  irrigation  of  each,  etc.,  and 
all  of  the  lands  should  be  properly 
surveyed  and  platted,  showing  its 
status  in  this  and  various  other  re- 
spects in  detail."  Hough  v.  Porter, 
51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732.  See.  also, 
S.  C,  98  Pac.  1083,  102   Pac.  728. 
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is  not  an  absolute  rule  at  all,  but,  as  said  by  the  judges  in  the  opin- 
ions quoted  from,  the  very  nature  of  the  common  right  is  such  that 
a  precise  rule  as  to  which  is  reasonable  use  by  any  one  proprietor 
for  irrigation  cannot  be  laid  down."*®    There  cannot  be  any  per- 
manent severance  or  right  by  any  one  of  them.^    The  apportion- 
ment decreed  in  equity  is  not  a  severance  of  rights  such  as  occurs 
in  partition  between  tenants  in  common,  but  is  an  equitable  ex- 
pedient to  enforce,  under  existing  conditions,  the  unseverable  right 
of  each  to  a  reasonable  use  of  the  riparian  land.    The  apportion- 
ment is  merely  such  as,  ** under  the  circumstances  and  facts  in  this 
case,  would  be  a  reasonable  and  equitable  division  of  the  water.  "^^ 
Consequently,  not  being  a  severance  of  Tight,  but  an  expedient  of 
remedy  in  each  case,  an  apportionment  made  at  one  time  is  not 
necessarily  conclusive  at  a  later  point  of  time,  when  the  circum- 
stances on  which  it  is  based  have  changed.     The  apportionment 
is  decreed  in  equity  to  afford  equality  on  the  facts  existing  at  the 
time ;  on  the  circumstances  then  existing.    "When  the  circumstances 
change  so  that  the  decree  no  longer  represents  equality  and  rea- 
sonable division,  then  a  readjustment  must  be  had  under  the  new 
conditions.     A  system  of  correlative  rights  accepting  as  its  ground 
principle  the  determination  of  what  is  reasonable  in  each  case,  can- 
not in  its  nature  be  a  system  of  permanent  fixedness,  such  as  is 
the  system  of  exclusive  rights  by  appropriation.    The  apportion- 
ment is  permanent  only  if  the  surrounding  circumstances  on  which 
it  was  founded  remain  unchanged,  so  that  the  equality  of  the  ap-< 
portionment  is  not  destroyed ;  and  ceases  to  be  permanent  when  a 
subsequent  change  of  circumstances  has  destroyed  the  reasonable- 
ness of  the  adjustment.     For  example,  an  apportionment  based  on 
the  quantity  of  water  needed  to  irrigate  certain  crops  where  both 


10  Lux  y.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  at 
408,  10  Pac.  674.. 

20  Union  Min.  Co.  Cases,  8  Morr. 
Min.  Rep.  113,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,370, 
2  Saw.  450,  2  Saw.  176,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
14.371.  8  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  90,  and 
81  Fed.  73;  Davis  v.  Chamberlain,  51 
Or.  304,  98  Pac.  154,  saying:  "It 
necessarily  follows,  therefore,  that 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  right  of 
a  riparian  proprietor  to  the  water  of 
a  stream,  for  irrigation,  cannot  be 
measured  by  any  definite  or  fixed  rule, 
nor  can  the  amount  of  water  to  which 
he  is  entitled  to  use  for  that  purpose 


ordinarily  be  definitely  Ascertained  or 
determined,  although  this  may,  per- 
haps, be  done  in  exceptional  cases.'* 
See,  also,  Hough  v.  Porter,  51  Or.  31S^ 
95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083,  102  Pac. 
728;  Lone  Tree  Co.  v.  Cyclone  Co.  (S. 
D.),  128  N.  W.  596;  Tacoma  etc.  Co. 
V.  SmithgaU  (Wash.),  108  Pac.  1091. 
21  Wiggins  V.  Muscupiabe  etc.  Co., 
113  Cal.  189,  54  Am.  St.  Rep.  337,  45 
Pac.  160,  32  L.  R.  A.  667,  in  which 
case  it  is  expressly  recognized  that 
there  may  be  contingencies  in  which 
a   readjustment   may   be   necessary. 
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parties  grow  the  same  kind,  would  work  great  injustice  when  one 
party  changes  to  crops  requiring  much  less  water,  while  the  other 
changes  to  crops  needing  more.  To  make  them  share  in  the  same 
proportion  as  before  would  work  great  injustice  to  one,  simply  to 
permit  waste  by  the  other. 

There  are  many  other  changing  conditions.  The  soil  requires 
more  water  at  one  time  than  another;  different  crops  require 
different  quantities  of  water,  and  these  requirements  vary  at  dif- 
ferent stages  of  growth;  humidity  of  seasons  varies,  and  with  it 
vary  both  requirements  and  supply;  one  kind  of  soil  or  crop  re- 
turns more  water  to  the  stream  than  others ;  the  times  of  applying 
the  water  will  be  different  under  changed  methods  of  cultivation; 
the  area  cultivated  or  owned  may  change ;  the  flow  of  streams  con- 
stantly changes ;  new  parties  may  be  involved  in  a  subsequent  con- 
troversy whom  the  former  apportionment  had  not  considered 
because  not  parties  to  the  former  suit,  and  whom  the  former  decree 
cannot  bind.  All  these  things  may  produce  changes  subsequent  to 
an  apportioning  decree  to  such  an  extent  that  the  substantive  right 
of  each  contestant  to  the  equal  reasonable  use  of  their  respective 
lands  is  no  longer  secured  by  the  decree.  Thus  equality  must  de- 
pend upon  circumstances,  and  the  adjustment  must  change  when 
they  change.  An  equalized  distribution  at  one  time  may  become 
very  unequal  at  a  later  point  of  time.^ 

The  apportionment  is,  however,  binding  so  long  as  the  situation 
remains  the  same  on  the  facts.  In  such  a  case  it  has  been  held: 
**The  conditions  do  not  appear  to  be  different  now  from  what  they 
then  were.  The  diversion  by  the  defendants  is  the  same  now  as 
then,  and  while  these  conditions  continue  unchanged,  the  judgment 
rendered  in  the  former  action  operates  as  a  bar  between  the  par- 
ties here";^  and  without  doubt  a  court  of  equity  should  and  will 


22  As  has  been  said:  "In  ordinary 
controversies  between  parties  claim- 
ing only  as  riparian  proprietors  on 
the  same  stream  of  water,  a  judgment 
determining  that  at  a  given  time  the 
parties  are  entitled  to  appropriate  the 
waters  in  certain  proportions  is  not 
necessarily  conclu^ve  in  a  subsequent 
action;  for  the  facts  upon  which  rests 
the  determination  as  to  the  proportion 
of  the  waters  to  which  the  parti r»s  are 
entitled   may  be   materially   different 

at    the    second   trial In  other 

words,  where  the  parties  claim  merely 
as    riparian    proi<fictor8,  the    propor- 


tions to  which  they  may  respectively 
be  entitled  may  vary*  from  time  to 
time,  in  accordance  with  the  facts  ex- 
isting at  the  respective  times." 
(Rhodes,  J.,  in  Los  Angeles  v.  Bald- 
win, 53  Cal.  471,  concurring  opinion. 
In  actual  decision,  the  former  appor- 
tionment was  held  binding  because 
the  circumstances  had  not  changed 
in  fact.  See,  also,  Williams  v.  Alt- 
now,  51  Or.  275,  95  Pac.  200,  97  Pac. 
539.) 

^'i  Los  Angeles  v.  Baldwin,  53  CaL 
469,  at  470. 
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be  slow  to  proceed  to  a  reapportionment  in  any  but  the  clearest 
cases  showing  that  justice  so  demands,  and  only  where  the  change 
in  situation  of  the  parties  has  been  so  extreme  that  the  equality  of 
the  previous  adjustment  has  been  obviously  destroyed.  To  proceed 
thus  on  light  grounds  would  work  more  injustice  by  inducing  in- 
security, than  justice.  The  adaptability  of  the  common  law  of  ripa- 
rian rights  to  circumstances,  through  its  system  of  correlative  as 
opposed  to  exclusive  rights,  is,  in  the  end,  intended  only  to  secure 
equal  justice  and  right. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  763.    Confined  to  the  Parties  Litigant. — ^In  deciding  what  is 

a  reasonable  use,  or  in  apportioning  the  water  upon  the  basis  of 
reasonable  use,  the  decision  must  be  confined  to  the  parties  to  the 
litigation  as  already  set  forth.  The  court  cannot  entertain  a  con- 
tention that  a  party's  riparian  right  should  be  measured  by  the 
total  number  of  riparian  proprietors  on  the  stream  when  they  are 
strangers  to  the  action.  For  illustration:  a  stream  flowing  five 
hundred  inches  may  have  fifty  riparian  proprietors  upon  it. 
Other  things  being  equal,  each  would  be  entitled  to  only  ten  inches 
as  against  all  the  rest,  yet  against  the  single  one  with  whom  he 
is  litigating,  this  cannot  be  considered.  It  is  solely  a  question  of 
whether  he  is  unreasonably  intei;fering  with  his  opponent  without 
regard  to  the  others,  so  that,  as  between  the  two,  the  court  might 
well  decree  two  hundred  and  fifty  inches  to  each.  This  is  a  prin- 
ciple fundamental  in  all  law,  the  law  of  appropriation  as  well. 
This  is  overlooked  in  a  couple  of  Nebraska  cases  which  say  that 
where  there  are  a  large  number  of  riparian  proprietors,  the  right 
of  each  is  infinitesimal  and  a  diversion  does  him  but  nominal  dam- 
age.^^  As  between  any  one  of  them  and  another  or  against  a 
nonriparian  diverter,  that  is  far  from  true.  The  rights  of  the 
many  others  have  no  bearing  upon  the  suit.  As  between  the  two 
disputing  riparian  proprietors,  the  sole  question  is  what  is  reason- 
able between  the  two ;  and  as  against  the  nonriparian  diverter,  the 
complaining  riparian  proprietor  is  entitled  to  the  entire  flow  that 
he  could  possibly  use,  regardless  of  what  the  remaining  riparian 
proprietors  may  be  entitled  to.^    The  possible  use  of  a  riparian 

24  McCook  Irr.  Co.  v.  Crews,  70  edly  as  against  an  appropriation  by 
Nob.  115,  102  N.  W.  249;  Cline  v.  a  mere  wrongdoer,  a  riparian  pro- 
Stock,  71  Neb.  70,  102  N.  W.  265.  prietor  may  insist  upon  the  entire  and 

^  Lux  V.  Hag^n,  69  Cal.  25.5,  at  complete  natural  flow  of  the  stream." 
396,  10  Pae.  674,  saying:   "Undoubt- 
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proprietor  can  be  limited  only  by  the  right  of  another  riparian 
proprietor,  and  only  by  such  other  as  contests  it.  Authorities 
setting  forth  this  principle  are  elsewhere  given.*  If  a  determina- 
tion based  upon  the  rights  of  all  the  riparian  proprietors  is  de- 
sired, all  must  be  hrought  into  court,  and  must  join  issue  inter  se} 
This  is  another  instance  in  which  an  apportionment  may  i^ot  be 
permanent ;  that  is,  where  made  originally  between  a  limited  num- 
ber of  private  parties,  and  later  a  suit  arises  with  an  additional 
number  of  riparian  owners  involved. 


D.    MISCELLANEOUS. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  764.  Manner  of  Use. — ^The  manner  of  use  must  be  reasonable. 
Between  riparian  owners,  waste  will  be  enjoined,'  as  where  water 
is  spread  out  so  that  it  will  be  lost  by  evaporation,*  or  where  it  is 
ditched  through  porous  soil  in  such  a  way  that  much  or  all  isT  lost 
before  reaching  the  end  of  the  ditch.*  The  means  of  use  are  imma- 
terial and  the  taking  may  be  by  a  seepage  tunnel.*  It  is  no  objec- 
tion to  pumps  that  the  water  is  raised  to  a  level  to  which  it  would 
not  otherwise  flow,  so  long  as  it  is  properly  used  at  that  level.''  Two 
or  more  riparian  proprietors  may  join  in  a  common  diversion  if 
they  take  no  more  than  their  combined  share.' 

A  riparian  owner  may  place  a  dam  in  the  stream  if  he  takes 
thereby  no  more  than  his  due  proportion  of  the  water.  The  dam 
is  not  per  se  an  improper  structure  as  to  lower  owners.®  And  he 
may,  to  a  reasonable  extent,  store  water  in  the  wet  season  for  his 
sole  use  in  the  dry  season.*®  **The  mere  storage  of  water  in  reser- 
voirs by  means  of  dams  is  not,  per  se,  an  unreasonable  use  of  the 
water  of  a  stream  by  an  upper  riparian  owner.*'  **  But  it  becomes 
wrongful  if  it  causes  waste  or  unreasonable  or  excessive  loss  of  water 


1  Supra,  sec.  626  et  seq. 
a  Ibid. 

3  Campbell  v.  Grimes,  62  Kan.  503, 
€4  Pac.  62;  McClintock  v.  Hudson, 
141  Cal.  275,  74  Pac.  849.  See  15 
L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  238,  note. 

4  Ferrea  v.  Knipe,  28  Cal.  340,  87 
Am.  Dec.  128;  Barneich  v.  Mercy, 
136  Cal.  205,  68  Pac.  589.  Cf.  Lawrie 
V.  Silsby  (19U9),  82  Vt.  505,  74  Atl. 

94. 

5  Shotwell  V.  Dodge,  8  Wash.  337, 
36  Pac.  254;  Nielsen  v.  Sponer,  46 
Wash.  14,  123  Am.  St.  Bep.  910,  89 
Pac.   155. 


6  McClintock  v.  Hudson,  141  Cal. 
275,  74  Pac.  849. 

7  Charnock  v.  Higuerra,  111  Cal. 
473,  52  Am.  St.  Rep.  195,  44  Pac. 
171,  32  L.  B.  A.  190.  See  Chatfield 
V.  Wilson,  31  Vt.  358. 

8  Verdugo  W.  Co.  v.  Verdugo 
(1908),  152  Cal.  655,  93  Pac.  1021. 

0  Arroyo  D.  Co.  v.  Baldwin  (1909), 
155  Cal.  280,  100  Pac.  874.  Cf. 
Bickett  V.  Morris,  L.  R.  H.  of  L.  47. 

10  Stacey  v.  Delery  (Tex.  Civ.  App. 
1909),  122  S.  W.  300. 

u  Parry  v.  Citizens'  W..  W.  Co.,  59 
Hun,  199,  13  N.  Y.  Supp.  471. 
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to  other  riparian  owners,^  or  floods  their  lands  ^  or  unreasonably 
accelerates  or  retards  the  flow.** 

Where  a  riparian  owner  owns  both  banks  of  the  stream  where  it 
passes  his  land,  or  where  the  opposite  owner  does  not  object,  he  may, 
as  against  lower  owners,  change  the  course  of  .the  stream  on  his 
land  at  will,  so  long  as  he  returns  the  water  to  its  natural  channel 
before  it  reaches  the  land  of  the  lower  owners  and  does  them  no 
undue  damage.**  He  may  change  his  place  of  use  or  of  diversion 
so  long  as  he  does  no  unreasonable  injury  to  lower  owners.** 

If  a  riparian  owner  takes  no  more  than  his  share  of  water  from 
a  stream  for  irrigation,  it  is  immaterial  to  lower  riparian  owners 
at  what  point  the  water  is  diverted  or  by  what  means.''^  He  must 
divert  on  his  own  land  as  between  himself  and  the  owner  of  the 
land  his  ditch  crosses ;  *•  but  he  is  not  restricted  to  diversions  on 
his  own  land  so  far  as  concerns  strangers  to  the  land  on  which  he 
divefrts.  In  Turner  v.  James  Canal  Co.*®  Mr.  Justice  Shaw  «ays : 
**It  has,  during  such  periods,  a  right  to  take  its  share  of  the  water 
from  the  main  river  at  any  convenient  point  thereon,  whether  such 
point  of  diversion  is  upon  its  own  land  or  not,  so  long  as  such  tak- 
ing does  not  injuriously  affect  the  rights  of  owners  of  land  abutting 
upon  the  river  between  the  point  of  diversion  and  the  company's 
riparian  land.  The  fact  that  it  must  carry  the  water  from  the 
river  over  intervening  nonriparian  lands,  belonging  to  other  per- 
sons, is  of  no  consequence.  The  person  over  whose  land  it  is  carried 
could  object,  of  course,  but  other  riparian  owners  have  no  privity 
with  such  third  person,  and  cannot  avail  themselves  of  his  rights," 
and  they  *  *  have  no  right  to  inquire,  how,  or  by  what  means,  or  at 


12  Ferrea  v.  Knipe,  28  Cal.  340,  87 
Am.  Dec.  128;  Barneich  v.  Mercy,  136 
Cal.  206,  68  Pac.  589. 

18  Durga  V.  Lincoln  etc.  Co.,  47 
Wash.  477,  92  Pac.  343. 

14  Radford  v.  Wood  (1909),  83 
Neb.  773,  120  N.  W.  458;  TruUinger 
V.  Howe,  53  Or.  219,  97  Pac.  549,  99 
Pac.  880,  22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  545. 

15  Mentone  Co.  v.  R^dlands  Co. 
(1909),  155  Cal.  323,  100  Pae.  1082, 
22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  382,  17  Ann.  Cas. 
1222;  Cook  v.  Seaboard  etc.  Ry.,  107 
Va.  32,  122  Am.  St.  Rep.  825,  57  S. 
E.  564,  10  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  966,  and 
cases  cited  in  122  Am.  St.  Rep.  830, 
note;  Wood  v.  Craig,  133  Mo.  App. 
548,  113  S.  W.  677. 


16  Kidd  V.  Laird,  15  Cal.  161,  76 
Am.  Dec.  472,  4  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  571, 
relying  on  common-law  cases;  Whit- 
tier  V.  Cocheco  Co.  (1838),  9  N.  H. 
458,  32  Am.  Dec.  382. 

17  Turner  v.  James  Canal  Co.,  155 
Cal.  82,  132  Am.  St.  Rep.  59,  99  Pae. 
520,  22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  401,  17  Ann. 
Cas.  823. 

18  Cal.  etc.  Co.  v.  Enterprise  etc. 
Co.  (Cal.),  127  Fed.  742. 

19  (1909),  155  Cal.  82,  132  Am.  St. 
Rep.  59.  99  Pac.  520,  22  L.  B.  A., 
N.  S.,  401,  17  Ann.  Cas.  823.  Ac- 
cord, Redwater  Co.  v.  Jones  (S.  D.), 
130  N.  W.  85.  In  the  French  law  of 
riparian  rights  the  same  rule  is  laid 
down  in  Pardessus,  Traite  de  Servi- 
tudes, vol.  I,  p.  262. 
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what  place,  he  manages  to  divert  his  share  from  the  stream,  whether 
at  a  point  on  his  own  land,  or  at  some  point  far  above,  where  the 
elevation  of  the  stream  will  be  sufficient  to  carry  it  by  gravity  to 
the  surface  of  his  land,  and  whether  by  a  dam  and  headgate,  or 

by  pumps  and  buckets In  such  cases  it  may  be  that  there 

will  be  an  unreasonable  waste  of  water  by  carrying  it  in  open 
ditches  subject  to  evaporation  and  seepage,  and  to  that  extent  the 
method  and  place  of  diversion  is  a  proper  subject  of  inquiry  in 
determining  the  comparative  rights  of  different  riparian  owners." 
Against  those  below,  one  riparian  owner  may  take  water  from  the 
stream  in  a  prescriptive  ditch  upon  another's  riparian  land  above 
him.» 


(3d  ed.) 

§  766.  Betum  of  Surplus. — ^While  a  riparian  owner  may  divert 
the  water  within  the  above  limitations,  the  surplus  must  in  any  case 
be  returned  to  the  stream,  and  must  be  returned  above  the  upper 
•line  of  the  land  of  lower  complaining  riparian  owners,^^  whether 
the  use  is  for  irrigation  or  water-power  or  any  other  purpose.^ 
The  manner  of  return  is  immaterial.^  An  artificial  flow  may  be 
substituted  in  the  return,  for  the  natural  flow ;  that  is,  the  return 
may  be  made  through  a  ditch  instead  of  the  natural  channel,^^  and 
it  is  sufficient  if  returned  above  the  lower  owner's  boundary,  though 
this  may  be  below  the  defendant's  boundary,  there  being  interven- 
ing owners  who  do  not  complain.^    One  owning  both  banks  of  a 


20  Logan  v.  Guichard  (Cal.  1911), 
114  Fac.  989,  holding  however,  that 
such  prescriptive  ditch  can  carry  water 
as  against  lower  owners  only  f  of  ripar- 
ian use,  and  only  (as  against  the  upper 
owner)  the  amount  used  during  the 
prescriptive  period,  even  though  as 
riparian  owner  he  has  a  right  to  more 
elsewhere  on  the  stream   («ein&{e). 

21  Bathgate  v.  Irvine,  126  Cal.  135, 
77  Am.  St.  Rep.  158,  58  Pac.  142; 
Meng  V.  Coffey,  67  Neb.  500,  108  Am. 
St.  Rep.  697.  93  N.  W.  715,  60  L.  R. 
A.  910;  Nielson  v.  Sponer,  46  Wash. 
14,  123  Am,  St.  Rep.  910,  89  Pac. 
155,  saying  a  statute  to  the  contrary 
would  be  unconstitutional. 

22  Weiss  V.  Oregon  etc.  Co.,  13  Or. 
496,  11  Pac.  255;  City  of  Canton  v. 
Shock,  66  Ohio  St.  19,  90  Am.  St. 
Rep.  557,  63  N.  E.  600,  58  L.  R.  A. 
637. 


28  Mason  v.  Cotton  (C.  C),  4  Fed. 
792,  2  McCrary,  82;  Gould  t.  Eaton, 
117  Cal.  539,  49  Pac.  577,  38  L.  R.  A. 
181 ;  Wiggins  v.  Muscupiabe  etc.  Co., 
113  Cal.  182,  54  Am.  St.  Rep.  337,  45 
Pac.  160,  32  L.  R.  A.  667. 

24  Mason  v.  Cotton  (Colo.),  4  Fed. 
792.     See  supra,  sec.  279. 

25  Ihid,,  and  cases  in  last  section. 
"Be  mdme,  encore  bien  que  le  teztc 
littoral  de  Particle  644  oblige  celui 
qui  d(  toume  I'eau  sur  sa  propri^t^,  k 
lui  rcndre  son  cours  naturel  k  la 
sortie  de  son  fonds,  si,  la  position 
du  terrain  present  ant  quelques  ob- 
stacles, il  ne  rendoit  I'eau  que  par 
une  sortie  pratiqu^e  sur  un  autre 
fonds  dont  il  n'est  pas  propria  tai re, 
mais  avec  le  consent ement  du  maitre 
de  ce  fonds,  le  voeu  de  la  loi  nous 
sembleroit  etre  suffisamment  rempli." 
Pardessus,  Traite  de  Servitudes,  toI. 
I,  p.  263. 
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stream  may  change  the  course  of  the  stream  as  he  chooses  within 
his  boundaries,  so  long  as  he  returns  it  to  its  natural  channel  above 
the  lower  claimant  without  unreasonable  diminution.^ 

For  example  of  what  is  held  unreasonable,  the  facts  in  a  Nebraska 
case  were:  **It  takes  the  water  away  from  the  creek  to  a  point 
about  a  mile  oflf,  where  the  dip  is  but  very  slightly  toward  the  creek, 
and  there  discharges  it,  so  that  practically  all  that  is  not  used  in 
irrigation  will,  in  hot  weather,  evaporate,  and  not  return  to  the 
creek.  On  one  occasion,  when  the  season  was  very  dry  in  that 
vicinity,  and  a  number  of  Mr.  Brewster's  neighbors  below  him  were 
complaining  because  they  could  get  no  water,  it  appears  that  he 
was  turning  the  water  upon  a  meadow  of  eighty  to  one  hundred 
acres,  so  that  it  stood  there  f«om  one  to  one  and  one-half  inches 
deep ;  and,  as  we  have  seen,  what  was  not  used  was  substantiaUy 
wasted.    This  is  obviously  unreasonable.'** 

(3d  ed.) 

§  756.    Possibility  for  a  Riparian  Administrative  Sjrstem.— This. 

system  of  law  would  seem  to  offer  a  field  for  administrative  legisla- 
tion; in  fact,  a  readier  field  than  the  law  of  prior  appropriation. 
Where  the  test  is  what  is  reasonable  in  each  case,  discretion  must 
necessarily  come  into  play,  whereas  where  parties  have  exclusive 
rights  measured  by  priority  there  is  (theoretically)  little  room  for 
the  exercise  of  discretion  by  administrative  officers  (though  in  prac- 
tice under  the  Wyoming  system  the  water  officials  assume  more  or 
less  to  exercise  discretion,  and  are  thereby  modifying  the  law  of 
appropriation  along  the  lines  of  the  common  law).  Where  the 
common  law  applies  the  test  of  reasonableness,  legislation  is  apt 
and  readily  applied;  as,  for  example,  in  dealing  with  public  service 
companies.  The  common  law  says  their  rates  and  regulations  must 
be  ** reasonable,"  and  accordingly  public  service  commissions  and 
similar  bodies  are  created.  Likewise  under  the  new  law  of  per- 
colating water  ** reasonable  use"  has  become  the  test,  and  statutory 
regulation  based  thereon  is  being  adopted.'  As  yet,  however,  there 
has  been  no  attempt  to  provide  a  statutory  system  governing  the 
reasonable  use  of  water  by  riparian  proprietors  among  themselves, 

1  Mentone  Irr.  Co.  v.  Redlands  Co.,       Am.  St.  Rep.  697,  93  N.  W.  715,  60 
155  Cal.  323,  100  Pac.  1082.  L.  R.  A.  910. 

«  Meng  ▼.  Coffey,  67  Neb.  500,  108  »  Infra,  sec.  1142. 


1 756  Ch.  32.    REASONABLE  BIPARIAN  USE.         (3d  ed.)  831 

in  jurisdictions  applying  that  system,  though  there  would  seem  a 
clear  field  for  such  legislation  if  desired.^ 

4  See  Head  v.  Amoskeag  Co.,  113      of  Blackstone,  200  Mass.  82,  89  N.  E. 
U.  S.  9,  5  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  441,  28  L.       880,  18  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  755. 
Ed.  889 ;  Blackstone  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Town 

§§  757-764.     (Blank  numbers.) 
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CHAPTER  33. 

LIMITATIONS  ON  USE  OP  WATER  BETWEEN  RIPARIAN 
PROPRIETORS  THEMSELVES   (CONTINUED). 

USE  CONFINED  TO  RIPARIAN  LAND. 

§  765.  Introductory. 

§  766.  Use  confined  to  riparian  land. 

§  767.  Same. 

§  768.  What  is  riparian  land — Must  touch  the  stream. 

9  769.  Beceding  from  the  stream — Recession  of  land  title. 

f  770.  Same. 

fi  771.  Same. 

S  772.  Same. 

fi  773.  Within  the  watershed. 

f  774.  Bounded  by  reasonableness  in  each  ease. 

f  775.  Conclusions  as  to  riparian  land. 

99  776-794.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(3d  ed.) 

§  765.  Speaking  generally,  nonriparian  owners  are  excluded  en- 
tirely from  rights  in  the  stream,  and  riparian  owners  are  given 
rights  only  for  use  on  their  own  riparian  land;  they  also  cannot 
take  the  water  to  nonriparian  land,  whether  it  be  their  own  or  some^ 
one  else's.  The  point  illustrates  the  philosophy  of  the  riparian 
system,  which  presupposes  a  closely  settled  region  with  a  community 
of  people  living  along  the  banks  of  the  stream  itself  and  sharing 
the  water  between  them,  each  for  his  own  need  alone. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  766.  Use  Oonflned  to  Riparian  Land. — ^The  limitation  to  ripa- 
rian land  arises,  first,  by  the  exclusion  of  nonriparian  owners  be- 
cause their  lands  have  no  access  to  the  water;  second,  because  he 
who  has  access  (the  riparian  proprietor)  can  excuse  the  damage 
(which  any  taking  may  cause  to  the  land  of  other  riparian  pro- 
prietors) only  on  the  ground  of  a  reasonable  use  of  his  own  land. 
The  water  in  the  stream  being  nobody's  property,  the  riparian  pro- 
prietors, having  alone  access  to  the  stream,  could  alone  use  it.*  Any 
use  by  one  at  all  usually  means  damage  to  the  others  (that  is,  a 
lessening  of  the  opportunities  and  benefits  or  natural  ways  in  which 


1  Supra,  sec.  692  et  seq. 
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the  flow  contributes  to  the  potentialities  of  their  estates) ,  but  such 
damage  is  damnum  absque  injuria  so  far  (and  only  so  far)  as  done 
in  the  reasonable  use  of  the  taker's  own  (the  riparian)  land.  Non- 
riparian  owners  are  thus  first  excluded  because  they  have  no  access 
to  the  stream,  and  riparian  owners  (who  have  access)  are  then  con- 
fined to  use  on  their  own  land  as  the  ground  upon  which  the  damage 
which  the  use  causes  to  the  estates  of  other  proprietors  becomes 
damnum  absque  injuria.  This  principle,  that  damage  caused  to 
a  neighbor  in  reasonable  use  of  one's  own  land  (and  there  only) 
is  damnum  absque  injtirria,  runs  through  the  entire  law  of  waters, 
as  elsewhere  more  fully  set  forth  ^  and,  with  the  fact  of  access, 
founds  the  limitation  to  riparian  use.^ 

The  use  of  the  water  by  any  proprietor  is  not  only  limited  to  a 
reasonable  amount,  but.  the  water  must  be  used  upon  the  riparian 
land,  from  ownership  of  which  the  right  arises,  and  cannot  be  used 
upon  distant  or  nonriparian  land  to  the  detriment  of  the  riparian 
estate  of  any  riparian  owner.'  Such  land  has  no  access  to  the 
stream,  and  no  right  to  the  benefit  of  the  water  flows  from  its  owner- 
ship. Water  cannot,  under  the  doctrine  of  riparian  ownership,  be 
used,  to  the  detriment  of  the  riparian  estate  of  any  riparian  owner. 


U  Supra,  see.  741 ;  infra,  see.  1119. 

2  "The  theory  upon  which  the  right 
of  a  riparian  owner  to  be  protected 
in  the  use  of  the  waters  of  a  stream 
to  which  his  lands  are  riparian  is  that, 
nature  having  given  these  lands  the 
benefit  of  the  flow  and  .the  natural 
advantage  of  its  use  on  the  lands, 
one  riparian  owner  may  not  divert 
these  waters  to  lands  not  riparian,  to 
the  injury  of  another  riparian  owner 
who  can  use  them.  The  same  prin- 
ciple has  been  applied,  as  we  have 
seen,  to  the  use  of  waters  as  between 
the  owners  of  lands  overlying  a  com- 
mon stratum  of  percolating  waters." 
Miller  v.  Bay  Cities  W.  Co.,  157  Cal. 
256,  107  Pac.   115. 

8  Gould  V.  Eaton,  117  Cal.  539,  49 
Pac.  577,  38  L.  B.  A.  181;  Goulu  v. 
Staflford,  77  Cal.  66,  18  Pac.  879; 
Montecito  etc.  Co.  v.  Santa  Barbara, 
144  Cal.  578,  77  Pac.  1113;  Same  v. 
Same,  151  Cal.  377,  90  Pac.  935; 
Broadmoor  etc.  Co.  v.  Brookside  etc. 
Co.,  24  Colo.  541,  52  Pac.  792;  Red- 
water  Co.  V.  Reed  (S.  D.),  128  N.  W. 
702;  Swindon  W.  W.  Co.  v.  WUta  etc. 
Water  Bights — 58 


Co.,  L.  B.  7  H.  L.  697,  and  eases  cited 
throughout  this  chapter.  "It  is  also 
plain  that  he  was  not  the  'owner'  nor 
entitled  to  the  'exclusive  use'  of  the 
water  by  virtue  of  being  a  riparian 
proprietor.  As  such  riparian  owner 
the  water  was  parcel  of  the  land,  and 
he,  as  against  other  riparian  owners, 
was  entitled  only  to  a  reasonable  use 
of  the  water  upon  the  riparian  lands, 
with  no  power  to  convey  it  elsewhere 
to  the  detriment  of  the  riparian 
owner  below  him  on  the  stream." 
Gutierrez  v.  Wege,  145  Cal.  733,  79 
Pac.  449.  One  case  speaks  of  the 
upper  owner,  and  says  he  may  irri- 
gate, "but  it  is  clear  that  in  no  case 
can  he,  for  that  purpose  as  against 
the  lower  owner,  use  all  the  water  of 

the  stream Whatever  may   be 

the  right  of  the  upper  proprietor  to 
use  part  of  the  water  of  the  stream  to 
irrigate  his  riparian  land,  he  has  no 
right  to  take  any  of  it  away  to  lands 
not  riparian,"  saying,  because  the  sur- 
plus belongs  to  the  man  below.  Gould 
V.  Stafford,  77  Cal.  66,  18  Pae.  879. 
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to  irrigate  noniriparian  land.^  Riparian  owners  will  be  enjoined 
from  using  the  water  on  nonriparian  lands  owned  by  them.*^  The  * 
above  authorities  hold  the  rule  the  same  whether  the  nonriparian 
use  is  for  nonriparian  owners,  or  for  nonriparian  lands  belong- 
ing to  a  riparian  owner.  Water  cannot  be  taken  to  irrigate  dis- 
tant land  merely  because  the  claimant  also  owns  riparian  land.® 
Nor,  to  the  detriment  of  the  riparian  estates  of  other  owners, 
can  one  riparian  owner  divide  his  estate  and  give  the  portions  now 
separated  from  the  stream  a  right  to  use  the  water.'' 

In  stating  the  rule  above  we  have  used  the  words  'Ho  the  detri- 
ment of  the  riparian  estate  of  any  other  riparian  owner/'  though 
there  is  doubt  upon  the  propriety  of  the  insertion  and  much  in  the 
authorities  just  cited  which  would  support  a  rule  that  the  non- 
riparian use  is  an  injury  per  se,  and  that  no  actual  or  possible 
damage  to  the  riparian  estate  of  the  complaining  proprietor  need 
be  shown.^ 

The  rule  against  nonriparian  use  applies  to  '' natural"  uses 
(domestic  uses)  with  the  same  force  (if  not  more)  as  to  other  or 
'' artificial''  uses.^  The  rule  is  the  same  in  the  civil  law  as  in  the 
common  law.^® 


(3d  ed.) 

§  767.    Same. — ^An  important  illustration  is  that  (except  by 
grant,  condemnation  or  prescription)  water  cannot,  at  common 


4  Gould  y.  Stafford,  77  Cal.  66,  18 
Pac.  879;  Montecito  etc.  Go.  y.  Santa 
Barbara,  144  Cal.  578,  77  Pac.  1113; 
Same  y.  Same,  151  Cal.  377,  90  Pac. 
935. 

5  Anaheim  Water  Co.  y.  Puller, 
150  Cal.  327,  88  Pac.  978. 

•  Boehmer  v.  Big  Bock  etc.  Co., 
117  Cal.  19,  48  Pac.  908;  Gould  y. 
Stafford,  77  Cal.  66,  18  Pac.  879. 
See  Alta  etc.  Co.  v.  Hancock,  85  Cal. 
219,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  217,  24  Pac. 
645;  McClintock  v.  Hudson,  141  Cal. 
281,  74  Pac.  849;  Anaheim  W.  Co.  y. 
Fuller,  supra. 

7  See  infra,  sees.   769,  847. 

S  See  the  following  chapters. 

9  Bathgate  v.  Irvine,  126  Cal.  135, 
77  Am.  St.  Rep.  158,  58  Pac.  442; 
Broadmoor  etc.  Co.  v.  Brookside  etc. 
Co.,  24  Colo.  541,  52  Pac.  792. 

10  "C'etait  autrefois  un  point  con- 
troTerse,  que  celui  de  savoir  si  le 
riyerain    d'un    cours     d'.eau     naturel^ 


non  comprifl  dans  le  domaine  public, 
pouvait,  potlr  Firrigation  de  see  pro- 
priety non-riyerain,  disposer  des  eauz 
dont  il  avait  I'usage  comme  riverain, 
et  le  negative  est  assez  g6n4ralement 
admise."  Adding  that  nevertheless 
another  nonriparian  proprietor  can- 
not on  this  ground  prevent  him  from 
getting  a  right  of  way  for  such 
waters;  that  is,  onlj  other  riparian 
proprietors  can  raise  the  point.  Droit 
Civile  F^ancais,  par  Aubrey  ft  Rau, 
4th  ed.,  vol.  Ill,  p.  14,  note  5.  The 
authors  further  expressly  say  (Id., 
17,  note  13) :  "En  d'autres  termes, 
les  propriStaires  des  fonds  inter- 
m^diaires  ne  peuvent  pas,  afin  de 
faire  r^duire  le  volume  d'eau  pour 
lequel  le  passage  est  demand^,  s^ 
pr^valoir  des  droits  des  autres  river- 
ains, qui  ne  s'opposeraient  pas  a  la 
prise  d'eau  tell  qu'elle  a  4td  prati- 
qu6e." 
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law,  be  taken  from  a  stream  either  by  a  riparian  proprietor  or  a 
nonriparian  proprietor  for  the  purpose  of  sale  off  the  land  where 
taken.  This  has  frequent  application  in  cases  where  cities  or  city- 
supply  water  companies  purchase  a  parcel  of  land  along  a  stream 
and  then  seek  to  divert  the  stream  to  the  city.  Absolute  injunc- 
tions are  usually  granted.  A  further  consideration  of  this  is  left 
to  later  sections.*^ 


(8d  ed.) 

§  768.  What  is  Riparian  Land— Must  Touch  the  Stream.— "It 
is  only  the  tracts  next  the  stream  which  a]*e  riparian  lands,  and  the 
owners  of  such  tracts  are  alone  riparian  owners.  "^^  They  alone 
have  the  right  of  access  from  which  the  right  to  take  the  water 
arises.  **It  is,  of  course^  necessary  to  the  existence  of  a  riparian 
right  that  the  land  should  be  in  contact  with  the  flow  of  the 
stream."^*  To  be  a  riparian  proprietor  one  must  have  access  to 
the  stream  over  the  land  he  ownj8.  **It  is  by  virtue  of  that  right 
of  access  that  he  obtains  his  water-rights."** 

Land  bordering  on  a  stream  except  for  a  public  highway  along 
the  bank  is  probably  to  be  regarded  as  riparian  whether  the  pub- 
lic owns  the  fee  or  only  as  easement  in  the  roadbed.  In  Louisiana 
there  is  an  extensive  system  of  public  levees  to  hold  the  rivers, 
and  the  public  passes  along  the  levees  as  highways.  The  rule  is 
there  that  land  bordering  upon  the  levee  is  riparian  to  the  stream, 
though  the  levee  be  some  distance  back  from  the  actual  water;  the 
levee  is  regarded  as  the  real  bank  of  the  river.** 

Lands  in  the  flood  plain  of  a  river  give  rise  to  a  dif&cult  state 
of  facts.  Within  a  broad  shallow  bottom  the  stream  may  meander 
to  and  fro,  at  times  shifting  its  course  from  side  to  side  but  not 
filling  the  whole  except  in  times  of  flood.    The  land  abutting  only 


11  Infra,  sec.  815  et  seq.,  protec- 
tion against  nonriparian  use ;  sec.  847, 
grants;  sec.  1123,  percolating  water. 

u  Lux  y.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  10 
Pac.  674. 

18  Lord  Selborne  in  Lyon  v.  Fish- 
mongers' Co.,  L.  B.  1  App.  Cas.  673, 
italics  oars.  See  Strong  v.  Baldwin, 
154  Cal.  150,  129  Am.  St.  Bep.  149,  97 
Pac.  178,  dictum  contra,  but  deal- 
ing with  what  was  in  fact  a  different 
matter.  (See  infra,  sec.  845,  grant 
inter  partes,)     "In  order  for  one  to 


have  riparian  rights  there  must  be  an 
actual  water  boundary  of  the  land  in 
connection  with  which  such  rights  are 
claimed."  Azline  v.  Shaw,  35  Fla. 
305,  17  South.  411,  28  L.  E.  A.  391. 
See,  also,  Buchannan  v.  Ingersoll  Co., 
30  Ont.  Bep.  456. 

W  Stockport  W.  W.  v.  Potter,  3 
Hurl.  &  C.  300,  10  Jur.,  N.  S.,  1005. 

15  Hart  V.  Board  of  Commissioners, 
54  Fed.  559.  See  McCloskey  v.  Pac. 
Coast  Co.,  160  Fed.  794,  87  C.  C.  A. 
568. 
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on  the  outer  rim  of  sucfa  a  bottom  was  held  ^^  to  be  riparian  when 
the  stream  is  swollen.  On  the  other  hand  when  the  stream  is 
partly  dry,  the  dry  spots  of  what  is  bed  only  in  time  of  flood,  now 
are  on  the  bank.  Such  bottom  land  alternating  between  the  char- 
acter of  bed  and  of  bank  with  the  alternating  water  stage,  has  been 
held  to  be  riparian  land  while  dry."  In  the  same  case  it  is  left 
open  whether,  in  determining  what  land  is  riparian,  a  river  is  to  be 
considered  only  with  regard  to  the  surface  flow,  or  whether  lands 
abutting  upon  the  wider  space  through  which  the  subflow  extends, 
are  also  to  be  considered  riparian  though  not  touching  the  surface 
flow.  That  is,  whether  land  abutting  upon  the  underflow  is  equiva- 
lent to  abutting  upon  the  stream. ^^  That  such  land  is  riparian 
seems  to  be  held  in  a  later  case.^^ 

The  bed  of  the  stream  is  not  riparian  land,  nor  is  one  owning 
only  the  bed  a  riparian  proprietor.  This  was  held  in  Lux  v.  Hag- 
gin,^  with  regard  to  the  owner  of  land  all  covered  by  a  swamp 
through  which  a  moving  current,  as  of  a  stream,  appeared. 

Land  abutting  on  a  bay,  inlet  or  slough  connecting  with  a  stream 
has  a  right  to  use  the  water  equal  to  the  rights  of  those  owning  land 
abutting  upon  the  stream  itself.** 

The  altitude  of  the  bank  does  not  affect  the  riparian  character 
of  the  land  touching  the  stream,  nor  does  a  high  bank  upon  which 
the  water  cannot  be  brought  without  pumps  deprive  the  owner  of 
use  of  the  water.^ 

As  between  themselves,  alone,  parties  to  a  contract,  partition  or 
other  conventional  arrangement  may  define  riparian  land  as  they 
like.^  The  present  discussion  is  as  to  the  definition  given  by  law 
between  independent  riparian  proprietors. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  769.    Receding  from  the  Stream— Recession  of  Land  Title.— 

Looking,  for  the  present,  only  to  land  title,  all  land  is,  as  an  out- 


16  Ventura  etc.  Co.  v.  Meiners,  136 
Oal.  284,  89  Am.  St.  Rep.  128,  68 
Pac.  818. 

17  Anaheim  etc.  Co.  v.  Fuller,  150 
Cal.  337,  88  Pac.  978,  11  L.  B.  A., 
N.  S.,  1062. 

18  See  infra,  sec.   1078,  subflow. 
!•  Where    an    intermittent   stream 

diffuses  itself  underground  through  a 
valley,  valley  owners  are  riparian  to 
the  stream  though  not  touching  its 
surface  channel.  Semble,  Hudson  v. 
Dailey,  156  Cal.  617,  105  Pac.  748. 
See,  also^  Miller  v.  Bay  Cities  Water 


Co.    (1910),   157  Cal.   256,  107  Pa6. 
115. 

20  69  Cal.  255,  at  413,  10  Pac.  674. 

21  Turner  v.  James  Canal  Co. 
(1909),  155  Cal.  82,  132  Am.  St.  Bep. 
59,  99  Pac.  520,  82  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S., 
401,  17  Ann.  Cas.  823. 

22  Charnock  v.  Higuerra,  111  CaL 
478,  52  Am.  St.  Bep.  195,  44  Pac. 
171,  32  L.  B.  A.  190. 

23  Strong  V.  Baldwin  (1908),  154 
Cal.  150.  Bee  infra,  sees.  845,  846, 
alienation. 
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side  limit  so  far*  as  title  is  alone  concerned,  riparian,  which  has 
unbroken  access  to  the  stream  at  the  time  of  use  thereon.  It  has 
access  if  there  is  no  land  intervening  between  it  and  the  stream 
belonging  to. some  other  person.  It  is  all  that  land  of  the  bank- 
owner  extending  back  from  the  stream  until  his  land  continuity 
ends;  that  land  from  the  end  of  which  the  owner  may  pass  con- 
tinuously over  his  own  land  to  the  stream  without  having  to  go 
upon  land  not  owned  by  him.  All  such  land  at  the  time  of  use 
has  access  to  the  stream,  and  is  (so  far  as  land  title  affects  the  ques- 
tion) riparian.  The  past  history  of  the  title  has  no  bearing  upon 
this  simple  question  of  physical  fact  of  access  at  the  time  of  use,  for 
such  land  at  that  time  has  access  and  is  riparian  as  regards  title, 
whether  held 'in  one  parcel  from  time  immemorial,  or  built  up  of 
numerous  small  contiguous  parcels  acquired  at  different  times. 
(Remembering  always  that  use  on  even  riparian  land  must  be 
reasonable,  and  that  the  land  must,  as  a  further  test,  lie  within 
the  watershed,  as  hereafter  discussed.) 

We  have  stated  that  the  ownership  at  time  of  use  alone  governs 
the  question  of  title,  because  upon  principle  we  think  this  clear; 
but  the  authorities  are  by  no  means  unanimous.  That  the  boundary 
at  time  of  use  governs  to  exclude  land  formerly  but  not  then  owned, 
there  is  no  conflict.  Land  which  was  once  part  of  an  abutting  tract 
but  was  severed  therefrom  by  sale  ceases,  while  so  severed,  to  be 
riparian  for  the  purpose  of  use  thereon  after  the  sale,  since  its 
right  of  access  is  lost.^  But  that  the  boundary  at  times  of  use 
governs  to  include  contiguous  land  then  owned  by  the  bank  owner, 
being  one  of  several  contiguous  parcels  in  a  chain  reaching  to  the 
stream  but  acquired  at  different  times,  is  a  point  upon  which  the 
authorities  do  not  agree. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  770.    Same. — ^Upon  this  point  the  Nebraska  court  has  held 

that  riparian  land  stops  at  the  end  of  a  single  original  entry  of 


24  Stockport  W.  W.  V.  H.  Potter 
(1864),  3  Hurl.  &  C.  300,  10  Jur.  N. 
S.,  1005;  Alta  L.  Co.  v.  Hancock,  85 
Cal.  229,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  217,  24 
Pac.  645;  Hudson  v.  Dailey,  156  Cal. 
617,  105  Pac.  748. 

"If  th6  owner  of  a  tract  abutting 
upon  a  stream  conveys  to  another  a 
part  of  the  land  not  contiguous  to  the 
stream,  he  thereby  cuts  off  the  part 
so  conveyed  from  all  participation  in 
thff    use    of    the    stream    and    from 


riparian  rights  therein."  Mr.  Justice 
Shaw,  in  Anaheim  W.  Co.  v.  Fuller, 
150  Cal.  327,  88  Pac.  798,  11  L.  R. 
A.,  N.  S.,  1062.  What  the  effect  of 
a  declaration  in  the  conveyance  to  the 
contrary  would  be,  see  infra,  sec.  847. 
As  against  the  grantor,  his  successors 
and  privies,  a  water-right  may  be 
conveyed  with  the  severed  portion, 
but  not  as  against  other  riparian 
owners  strangers  to  the  transaction. 


J 
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the  land  from  the  government  when  the  land  wis  taken  up  from 
the  public  domain,  and  that  subsequent  entries  or  purchases  of 
contiguous  land  cannot  extend  the  riparian  character  thereto.^ 
The  court  relied  for  this  on  Lux  v.  Haggin.^ 

The  passage  in  Lux  v.  Haggin  *  is :  **If ,  however,  lands  have  been 
granted  by  patent,  and  the  patent  was  issued  on  the  cancellation 
of  more  than  one  certificate,  the  patent  can  operate  by  relation 
{for  the  purpose  of  this  suit)  to  the  date  of  those  certificates  only, 
the  lands  described  in  which  border  on  the  stream."  This  was 
said  **for  the  purpose  of  this  suit,'*  namely,  relating  back  against 
an  appropriator  to  determine  the  dates  of  priority  between  the  rival 
land  grants  and  the  water  appropriation.  Some  land  entries  had 
been  made  before,  and  some  after,  Haggin 's  appropriation.  The 
court  in  Lux  v.  Haggin  distinctly  limited  th^  statement  to  the  pur- 
pose of  the  case,  which  was,  that  only  riparian  land  in  private 
title  at  the  date  of  an  appropriation  of  water  could  claim  priority 
for  its  riparian  right,  being  merely  a  reaffirmance  of  the  principle 
discussed  in  Osgood  v.  Water  Company,  cited  and  relied  on.  Lux 
V.  Haggin  saying:*  **It  was  there  held  that  ....  the  rights  of 
the  pre-emption  claimant,  as  against  an  appropriator,  date  only  from 
his  patent  or  certificate  of  purchase."  Some  of  plaintiff's  land 
entries  which  did  not  border  on  the  stream  had  been  joined  to  the 
stream  by  entry  of  the  intervening  land,  such  junction  being  ef- 
fected after  the  water  had  already  been  diverted  while  the  inter- 
vening land  was  yet  public.  The  question  was. as  to  the  date  of  the 
entries,  not  as  to  their  extent.  Lux  v.  Haggin  consequently  was  not 
at  all  holding  as  to  the  extent  of  riparian  land  at  common  law  be- 
tween riparian  proprietors,  but  holding  that  the  riparian  right  as 
against  a  subsequent  appropriator  relates  back  only  for  the  purpose 
of  the  land  bordering  on  the  stream  whose  certificates  (or  entry*)  ex- 
isted at  the  date  of  the  appropriation ;  a  prior  appropriation  prevail- 
ing against  a  later  entry.     This  is,  of  course,  a  proper  holding.*    It 


26  Crawford  v.  Hathaway,  67  Neb. 
325,  108  Am.  St.  R^p.  647,  93  N.  W. 
781,  60  L.  R.  A.  889. 

1  69  Cal.  255,  425,  10  Pac.  674. 

2  We  quote  the  concluding  sentence, 
which  sums  up  the  whole  passage. 

3  At  page  438.  In  regard  to  the 
Osgood  case  see  supra,  sec.  261. 

4  See  supra,  sec.  261,  prior  settlers. 
*  Lux  V.  Haggin  says:  "Here  the 

plaintiff!   have   patents  which  relate 


back  to  the  certificates  (the  contracts 
of  the  plaintiffs  and  their  assignors 
having  been  fully  performed),  so  as 
to  protect  them  in  their  title  to  the 
lands,  with  all  their  incidents.  As- 
suming that  the  rights  of  these 
parties  are  to  be  determined  by  the 
decision  of  the  question.  Did  the 
plaintiffs  acquire  a  right  to  their 
lands  before  the  defendant  appro- 
priated the  waters  f  the  patents  of  the 
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'decides  nothing  as  to  the  extent  of  riparian  land  at  common  law,  but 
only  enforces  the  right  of  the  prior  appropriator  on  public  land 
against  later  entries  of  the  land.  It  held  that  the  entry  of  new 
riparian  land  by  Imx  could  not  thereafter  affect  Haggin's  appro- 
priation, but  decided  or  said  nothing  about  Iaix's  right  to  use  water 
on  such*new  land  as  against  other  riparian  proprietors.^  For  the 
court  says  in  Lux  v.  Haggin:  ''This  cause  was  not  tried  on  the 
theory  that  defendant  was  a  riparian  owner,"  adding  that  there  was 
not  even  a  pretense  of  such  claim  by  defendant.^ 

The  Kansas  court,  upon  the  same  authorities  as  the  Nebraska 
court,  decided  that  the  extent  of  riparian  land  as  between  riparian 
proprietors  is  not  controlled  by  government  subdivisions.*  Nor 
does  the  California  court  accept  the  rule  that  a  governmental  entry 
bounds  riparian  lands  where  the  rights  of  appropriators  inter- 
vening between  successive  entries  are  not  involved. 

This  test  of  governing  riparian  character  by  governmental  en- 
tries arose  from  a  plain  misunderstanding  of  Lux  v.  Haggin  and  is 
indefensible  on  principle.  It  is  not  a  common-law  test  at  all,  for 
in  most  common-'law  jurisdictions  governmental  entries  are  un- 
known. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  771.  Same. — The  California  decisions,  while  not  controlled 
by  governmental  subdivisions,  lean  toward  holding  the  extent  of 
riparian  land  to  the  smallest  parcel  touching  the  stream  in  the 
history  of  the  title  while  in  the  hands  of  the  present  owner.  Pur- 
chase of  contiguous  land  does  not,  thus,  make'  it  riparian,  whether 
of  new  land  never  before  owned,  or  of  land  formerly  part  of  the 
same  parcel  severed  by  sale  and  then  bought  back.  '  Thus,  in  Boeh- 
mer  v.  Big  Bock  Irr.  Dist.^  it  is  said,  ''Mere  contiguity  cannot 
extend  a  riparian  right."  This,  of  course,  is  unsound,  if  the 
riparian  right  arises  from  access  to  the  stream,  since  contiguity 


pbtintiffs  related  to  the  certificates  of 
purchase  cs  against  the  defendanVa 
appropriation.**  Lux  ▼.  Haggin,  69 
Cal.  430,  10  Pac.  674. 

0  See  69  Cal.  311,  10  Pae.'  674. 

7  69  Cal.  311,  10  Pac.  674.  The 
matter  arose  as  a  question  of  evidence. 
In  his  case  in  chief  the  riparian 
owner  showed  land  titles  of  a  certain 
date,  and  the  question  was  whether, 
.  after  the  appropriator  had  showed  an 
earlier  diversion  on  public  land,  the 


riparian  owner  in  reply  oonld  offer 
certificates  of  a  stiU  earlier  date;  and 
the  court  held  that  he  could,  but  that 
an  earlier  certificate  not  touching  the 
stream  would  not  prevent  the  diver- 
sion, if  not  joined  to  the  stream  until 
after  the  diversion  had  already  taken 
place. 

s  Clark  v.  AUaman,  71  Kan.  206, 
80  Pac.  571,  70  L.  R.  A.  971. 

»  117  Cal.  27,  48  Pac.  908. 
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does  not  extend,  but  gives  and  founds  the  right.  The  court  viewed 
it.  as  a  question  of  extending  the  right  of  the  originally  owned 
land  to  that  newly  bought,  when,  on  the  contrary,  the  newly  bought 
land  has  an  original  right  of  its  own  just  because  of  its  acquir- 
ing access  or  contiguity  to  the  stream.  The  opinion  also  cited  the 
passage  from  Lux  v.  Haggin  above  quoted,  and  makes  the  same 
mistake  as  to  its  meaning ;  namely,  the  passage  referred  to  priority 
between  successive  entries  of  public  land  by  a  riparian  owner  as 
against  an  intervening  appropriator  on  public  land,  and  had  no 
reference  to  riparian  owners  between  themselves.*^ 

The  same  view  is  taken  in  a  more  recent  case,**  saying  that  land 
conveyed  and  severed  from  a  stream  can  never  again  be  regarded 
as  riparian,  although  it  may  thereafter  be  reconveyed  to  the  per- 
son who  owns  the  part  abutting  on  the  stream  so  that  the  two 
tracts  are  again  held  in  one  ownership,  citing  again  the  passage 
from  Lux  v.  Haggin  above  referred  to.  The  reconveyance  in  the 
case  was  made  after  the  suit  was  brought,  which  probably  dis- 
tinguishes the  case  from  the  rule  it  lays  down.  Such  a  rule  would 
impede  the  settlement  and  irrigation  of  lands,  enforcing  a  restric- 
tion which  may  make  it  impossible  ever  to  put  the  full  capacity 
of  a  stream  to  use  where  subdivision  and  sale  and  repurchase  have 
cut  up  the  historical  continuity  of  title  of  tracts,  so  as  to  leave 
merely  narrow  strips  alone  riparian.  The  quantity  of  riparian 
land  in  the  State  would  be  continually  and  irrevocably  dwindling. 
Whether  land  is  riparian  could  never  be  told  without  an  abstract  of 
title.  It  would  work  in  restraint  of  alienation.  It  is  not  demanded 
in  reason,  since  the  riparian  use  must  not  be  unreasonable  in  its 
character,  whatever  the  extent  of  the  riparian  land.  It  is  not  con- 
sistent with  the  views  expressed  in  the  opinion  in  Alta  etc.  Co.  v. 
Hancock,*^  where  it  is  said  that  the  riparian  right  extends  **to  each 
and  every  tract  [1280  acres  in  that  case]  held  as  an  entirety,  border- 
ing upon  the  stream,  whatever  its  extent,"  subject  to  the  restriction 
of  reasonable  use  with  due  regard  to  the  use  required  by  the  other 
proprietors.     It  is  not  consistent  with  the  simple  principle  that  the 

riparian  right  arisen  out  of  access  and  extends,  as  concerns  title, 

« 

10  In  Lux  y.  Haggin,  the  appropri-  longed   to   the   riparian   owner  f    See 

ation  intervened  between  the  various  infra,  sec.  814  et  seq. 
entries,    but    in    Boehmer     v.     Big  n  Anaheim   Water    Co.    v.    Puller, 

Bock     Co.     the     appropriation     was  150  Cal.  327,  88  Pac  978,  11  L.  B. 

subsequent    to    all    the    land    entries.  A.,  N.  S.,  1062. 

How  could  an  appropriator  properly  12  85  Cal.  230,  20  Am   St.  Eep.  217, 

Question  how  much  riparian  land  be-  24  Pac.  645. 
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to  all  land  havitag  access  to  the  stream.  It  is  founded  on  a  mis- 
interpretation of  Lux  V.  Haggin.  It  is  emphatically  rejected  in 
Oregon  in  the  well-considered  case  quoted  at  length  in  a  succeeding 
section  ^'  (and  approved  by  the  supreme  court  of  Kansas)/*  where 
the  rule  is  laid  down  as  set  forth  at  the  beginning  of  this  section ; 
viz.,  that  all  land  may,  so  far  as  title  is  the  test,  be  riparian,  which 
is  part  of  a  tract  in  one  ownership  abutting  upon  a  stream  and 
having  access  to  it  exclusively  through  land  of  the  same  owner 
(subject,  always,  to  the  use  thereon  being  reasonable  in  degree). 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  general  common  law:  *'If 
riparian  property  becomes  divided  between  two  owners,  so  that 
one  portion  no  longer  adjoins  the  stream,  that  portion  no  longer 
retains  any  riparian  rights.^*^  Conversely,  land  which  adjoins 
riparian  land  may  become  itself  riparian  by  becoming  united  there- 
with in  ownership,^ ^  ^' 

Summing  up  the  authorities :  the  new  land,  with  the  old,  is  held 
riparian  during  the  union  as  one  entire  holding,  in  California," 
Kansas,^®  and  Oregon.^  Such  is  stated  as  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land,^ and  is  the  civil  law.  It  is  said  not  to  be  riparian,  though  dur- 
ing the  union  into  one,  in  some  cases  in  California  ^^  and  Nebraska,^ 
and  Texas.^  In  these  latter,  however,  the  point  was  but  dictum, 
and  founded  upon  a  misunderstanding  of  a  passage  in  Lux  v. 
Haggin ;  and  a  very  recent  California  case  now  lays  down  the  rule 
in  general  terms  that  all  whose  lands  have  access  to  the  stream  in 
its  natural  situation  have  a  right  to  make  a  reasonable  use  of  the 
water  **upon  the  lands  so  situated,*'^ 

As  the  same  question  arises  in  the  civil  law,  a  statement  of  the 
civil  law  may  be  of  some  interest.  The  French  law  is:  **To  solve 
the  question  what  is  contemplated  by  riparian  land,  one  must  look 


18  Jones  V.  Conn,  39  Or.  30,  87  Am. 
St.  Bep.  634,  64  Pac.  855,  65  Pac. 
1068,  54  L.  B.  A.  630. 

14  Clark  V.  Allaman,  71  Kan.  206, 
80  Pac.  571,  70  L.  B.  A.  971. 

15  Citing  Stockport  W.  W.  t.  Pot- 
ter (1864),  3  Hurl,  k  C.  300,  10  Jur., 
N.  S.,  1005. 

10  Salmond  on  Torta,  p.  252.  (An 
English  authority.) 

17  Alta  etc.  Co.  v.  Hancock,  85  Cal. 
230,  20  Am.  St.  Bep.  217,  24  Pac. 
645. 

18  Clark  ▼.  Allaman,  71  Kan.  206, 
80  Pac.  571,  70  K  B.  A.  971. 


1©  Jones  V.  Conn,  39  Or.  30,  87  Am. 
St.  Bep.  634,  64  Pac.  855,  65  Pac. 
1068,  54  L.  B.  A.  630. 

20  Salmond  on  Torts,  p.  252. 

21  Boehmer  v.  Big  Bock  Irr.  Dist., 
117  Cal.  27,  48  Pac.  908;  Anaheim 
W.  Co.  V.  Fuller,  150  Cal.  327,  88 
Pac.  978,  11  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  1062. 

22  Crawford  Co.  v.  Hathaway,  67 
Neb.  325,  108  Am.  St.  Bep.  647,  93 
N.  W.  781,  60  L.  B.  A.  889. 

23  Watkins  L.  Co.  v.  Clements,  98 
Tex.  578,  107  Am.  St.  Bep.  653,  86 
S.  W.  733,  70  L.  B.  A.  964. 

24  Hudson  V.  Dailey,  156  CaJ.  617, 
105  Pac.  748. 
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to  the  state  of  things  at  the  time  the  claim  of  osfe  is  made.  Cos- 
sequently,  when  the  proprietor  of  a  riparian  estate  has  increased  it 
by  new  acquisitions,  or  the  owner  of  an  estate  separated  from  the 
flow  of  a  stream  has  acquired  the  intervening  land  joining  this 
estate  with  another  one  bordering  on  the  stream,  the  right  to  use  the 
water  may  be  claimed  for  all  the  parcels  thus  united  into  one."^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  772.  Same. — That  augmentation  of  a  riparian  estate  shoiild 
permit  a  reasonable  use  on  the  new  land,  having  always  in  mind 
the  requirements  of  other  riparian  owners,  is  a  part  of  the  com- 
mon-law foundation  of  the  riparian  right,  viz.,  that  the  rights  of 
riparian  owners  between  themselves  each  to  make  a  reasonable  use 
of  his  entire  land  having  natural  access  to  the  stream  depend  upon 
the  surrounding  circumstances  and  vary  with  the  conditions.  That 
riparian  land  varies  by  diminution  when  part  is  sold  off,  is  estab- 
lished; and  so  it  expands  by  adjacent  purchase.  In  both  cases 
this  leads  to  uncertainties  from  time  to  time,  but  as  much  so  in 
the  former,  where  the  rule  is  not  doubted,  as  in  the  latter.  The 
objection  upon  the  ground  of  making  the  right  vary  by  increase 
is  of  no  more  force  than  in  cases  of  decrease.  The  variation  being 
to  secure  equality  and  reasonable  use,  the  objection  disappears  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  use  on  the  new  land  (though  riparian)  would 
be  permitted  only  if  the  court  (or  jury)  is  convinced  that  such  en- 
larged use  is  not  unreasonable,  and  only  in  clearest  cases  that  no 
unreasonable  damage  is  done  to  other  owners  or  their  estates.  For 
example,  an  apportionment  may  have  been  made  between  riparian 
owners  where  one  riparian  owner  owns  fifty  acres  and  another 
five  hundred  acres,  all  irrigable,  and,  other  things  being  equal,  the 
latter  was  given  five  'hundred  inches  of  water  and  the  former  only 
fifty.    A  year  later  the  former  buys  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres 

25  Droit    Civile    Francais,    hj   An-  un    fonds   qui  y  touehe,   le   droit   i 

brey  &  Baa,  4th  ed.,  vol.  Ill,  p.  48:  Tusage   des   eaux   peut    etre   r^clam6 

C'Pour    resondre    la    question    de    ce  pour    rensemble    des    heritages    ainsi 

qu'il      faut      entendre      par      fonds  r6uni8,et  en  seul.")     Citing  authori- 

riverains,      on      doit      a'attacfaer      k  ties,  viz.:  Daviel  II,  586;  Bertin,  Code 

r^tat     des     lieux     tel     qull     existe  des    Irrigations,     Nos.     70     to     74; 

au    moment    ou    est    form6e    la    r6-  Demolombe,    XI,    152;    Limoges,    9 

dametion     tendant     k     Tusage     des  Aout    1838;     Dalloz,     1839,    2,    37; 

eaux.     Ainsi,   lorsque   le   proprietaire  contra,  Duranton,   V,  235;   IVudhon, 

d'un  fords  riverain  I'a  augments  par  Du   Domaine   Public   IV,    1426;    Du 

de   nouvelles   acquisitions,   ou   que   le  Curroy,  Bonnier  et  Roustam,  II,  271. 

propri6taire     d'un    fonds    s^parS    de  Other  civil-law  authorities  are  quoted 

cours  d'eau  en  op6r6  la  jonction  avee  infra,  sec.  1627. 
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adjoining  and  both  now  own  the  same  amount  of  land  and  have 
the  same  needs.  Is  it  in  consonance  with  the  principle  of  equality 
to  permit  the  one  to  practically  monopolize  the  whole  stream,  when 
their  needs  are  now  equal!  It  would  clearly  not  be  reasonable  in 
all  cases  to  redivide  the  stream  by  halves,  for  expenditures  or 
change  of  position  in  reliance  upon  the  former  division  becomes 
an  important  factor  in  deciding  what  is  reasonable  under  the  new 
conditions.  But  that  is  a  matter  for  the  trial  judge  or  jury  to 
consider,  and  if  he  is  still  convinced  on  all  the  facts  that  a  larger 
share  can  be  apportioned  for  the  other  owner's  now  larger  area 
without  doing  unreasonable  detriment,  then,  if  we  are  correct,  both 
justice  and  the  law  require  that  he  should  so  adjudge.^ 

■ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  773.  Within  the  Watershed.— Whether  the  riparian  land 
extends  to  all  that  contiguous  tract  in  one  ownership  extending 
back  from  the  stream,  and  having  access  to  it,  at  the  time  of 
use,  or  only  to  the  smallest  such  tract  in  the  history  of  the  claim- 
ant's  title,  in  either  case  the  tract  may  recede  far  from  the  stream, 
and  then  a  further  restriction  arises.  While  the  boundary  line 
(however  computed)  is  the  outside  limit,  it  is  not  the  sole  test.^ 
As  the  land  recedes  from  the  stream  under  the  same  ownership,  it 
is  a  somewhat  unsettled  question  when  it  ceases  to  be  riparian  in- 
side of  the  above  considered  boundary  line.  There  are  two  rules 
held  by  different  courts  (which,  for  convenience,  we  call  the  Cali- 
fornia Rule  and  the  Oregon  Bule),  viz.:  (1)  The  California  Rule, 
that  it  ceases  within  his  boundary  at  the  top  of  the  watershed.  (2) 
The  Oregon  Rule,  that  it  remains  a  question  of  fact  in  each  case 
depending  upon  the  reasonableness  of  effect  of  use  thereon  upon 
other  proprietors.  ' 

The  rule  stated  by  the  California  court  is  that  riparian  land 
stops  with  the  watershed.  Water  used  within  a  watershed  surely 
finds  its  way  back  to  the  stream.*  The  court  says:*  "The  prin- 
cipal reasons  for  the  rule  confining  riparian  rights  to  that  part 
of  lands  bordering  on  the  stream  which  are  within  the  watershed 

« 

1  See  9upr<i,  sec.  752.  >  Montecito  etc.  Co.  ▼.  Santa  Bar- 

2  Bathgate  v.  Irvine,  126  Cal.  135,  bara,  144  Cal.  578,  77  Pac.  1113,  per 
77   Am.   St.   Rep.   158,  58  Pac.  442 ;       Henshaw    T 

Boehmer   v.   Big   Rock   etc.   Co.,   117  ^^^^^^^y  ^' 

Cal.  19,  48  Pac.  908;  Gould  v.  Staf-  *  Anaheim  etc.  Co.  v.  Puller,   150 

ford,  77  Cal.  66,   18  Pac.   879.     Sea  Cal.  327,  88  Pac.  978,  11  L,  B.  A. 

AJta  etc.  Co.  v.  Hancock,  85  Cal.  219,  ^   ^    irifio 

20  Am.  St.  Rep.  217,  24  Pac.  645.  ^'  °'  ^^^^' 
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are  that  where  the  water  is  used  on  such  land  it  will,  aft^r  such 
use,  return  to  the  stream,  so  far  as  it  is  not  consumed,  and  that 
as  the  rainfall  on  such  land  feeds  the  stream,  the  land  is,  in  con- 
sequence, entitled,  so  to  speak,  to  the  use  of  its  waters."  Con- 
sequently, under  the  California  rule,  land  beyond  a  watershed, 
though  within  the  continuous  boundary,  is  nonriparian.^  In  the 
recent  case  of  Anaheim  Water  Co.  v.  Puller*  the  court  says:  **Ijand 
which  is  not  within  the  watershed  of  the  river  is  not  riparian 
thereto,  and  is  not  entitled  as  riparian  land  to  the  use  or  benefit 
of  the  yater  from  the  river,  although  it  may  be  a  part  of  an  entire 
tract  which  may  extend  to  the  river."  And  in  a  still  later  case 
says;''  "Moreover,  it  is  without  dispute  in  the  case,  and  so  de- 
clared upon  the  appeal  in  the  144  Oal.  supra,  that  the  lands  upon 
which  the  waters  are  derived  are  valueless  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses, and  the  waters  are  carried  for  use  to  cities,  towns  and  fertile 
lands  beyond  the  watershed.  A  riparian  proprietor's  claim  to 
make  such  use  of  the  waters  of  a  stream  is  of  course  without  legal 
foundation." 

The  Kansas  court  accepted  this  same  rule,*  saying:  "In  3  Fam- 
ham  on  Waters,  1903,* it  is  said:  'All  conceptions  of  riparian  land 
lead  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  land  which  is  tributary  to  and 
lying  along  a  watercourse,  and  as  soon  as  the  "divide"  is  passed 
and  the  watershed  of  another  stream  is  reached,  the  land  cannot 
be  regarded  as  riparian  with  reference  to  the  former  stream,  and 
since  the  right  to  water  depends  upon  the  land  being  riparian,  the 
destruction  of  the  riparian  character  destroys  the  right  to  irrigate.  * 
Within  these  limits  the  principle  of  equality  of  right  announced 
above  should  control  the  use  of  water  for  irrigation  purposes  by 
those  »whose  land  is  affected  by  the  presence  of  the  stream  irre- 
spective of  the  incidental  matter  of  governmental  subdivision  of  the 
land." 


5  Chauvet  v.  Hill,  93  Oal.  407,  28 
Pac.  1066;  Silver  Creek  etc.  Co.  v. 
Hayes,  113  Cal.  142,  45  Pac.  191; 
Wiggins  V.  Muscupiabe  Water  Co., 
113  Cal.  182,  54  Am.  St.  Rep.  337,  45 
Pac.  160,  32  L.  B.  A.  667;  Bathgate 
V.  Irvine,  126  Cal.  136,  77  Am.  St. 
Rep.  158,  58  Pac.  442;  Southern  Cal. 
etc.  Co.  V.  Wilshire,  144  Cal.  68,  77 
Pac.  767;  Pomona  W.  Co.  v.  San  An- 
tonio W.  Co.    {dictum),   (1908),  152 


Cal.  618,  93  Pac.  881 ;  Miller  ▼.  Bay 
Cities  Co.,  157  Cal.  256,  107  Pac.  115, 
«  150  CaL  327,  88  Pac.  978,  11  L. 
R.  A.,  N.  S.,  1062. 

7  Montecito  etc.  Co.  v.  Santa  Bar-, 
bara,  151  Cal.  377,  90  Pac.  935. 

8  Clark  V.  Allaman,  71  Kan.  206, 
80  Pac.  571,  70  L.  B.  A.  971.  See, 
also,  McCarter  v.  Hudson  W.  Co.,  70 
N.  J.  Eq.  695,  118  Am.  St.  Rep.  754, 
65  Ati.  489. 
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In  the  case  of  Anaheim  W.  Co.  v.  Fuller  ®  a  distinction  was  made 
between  the  major  watershed  of  a  stream  system,  and  the  minor 
watershed  of  any  individual  tributary.  It  was  held  that  w^ater- 
sheds  of  branch  streams  must  be  considered  separately  from  each 
other  and  from  the  watershed  below  their  junction.  Water  taken 
in  the  watershed  of  a  branch  must  be  used  within  the  watershed  of 
that  branch.  It  will  not  fulfill  the  rule  for  use  within  the  water- 
shed to  use  it  within  the  watershed  of  the  major  stream  system 
if  the  surplus  would  not  flow  back  to  other  owners  on  the  branch 
from  which  taken,  but  flow  to  the  main  stream  through  other 
branches.  Mr..  Justice  Shaw  said:  ** Where  two  streams  unite, 
we  think  the  correct  rule  to  be  applied,  in  regard  to  the  riparian 
rights  therein,  is  that  each  is  to  be  considered  as  a  separate  stream, 
with  regard  to  lands  abutting  thereon  above  the  junction,  and  that 
land  lying  within  the  watershed  of  one  stream  above  that  point 
is  not  to  be  considered  as  riparian  to  the  other  stream.  The  fact 
that  the  streams  are  of  different  size,  or  that  both  lie  in  one  general 
watershed,  or  drainage  basin,  should  not  affect  the  rul6,  nor  should 
it  be  changed  by  the  additional  fact  that  the  two  watersheds  are 
separated  merely  by  the  summit  or  crown  of  a  comparatively  low 
table-land,  or  mesa,  as  it  is  called  in  the  evidence,  and  not  by  a 
sharp  or  well-defined  ridge,  range  of  hills,  or  mountains.  The 
reasons  for  the  rule  are  the  same  in  either  case."  ^^ 


•  150  Cal.  327,  88  Pac.  978,  11  L. 
B.  A.,  N.  8.,  1062. 

10  The  limitation  to  the  watershed 
probably  got  into  the  California  law 
from  the  English  case  of  Swindon 
W.  W.  Co.  V.  Wilts  etc.  Co.,  L.  R.  7 
H.  L.  697,  which  is  cited  in  a  num- 
ber of  the  California  eases.  Lord 
Cairns,  Chancellor,  said  in  the  Swin- 
don case:  ''But  the  use  which  has 
been  made  bj  the  appellants  of  the 
water,  and  the  use  which  they  claim 
the  right  to  make  of  it  is  not  for  the 
purpose  of  their  tenements  at  all, 
but  is  a  use  which  virtually  amounts 
to  a  complete  diversion  of  the  stream, 
as  great  a  diversion  as  if  they  had 
changed  the  entire  watershed  of  the 
country,  and  in  place  of  allowing  the 
stream  to  flow  towatd  the  north, 
had  altered  it  near  its  source,  so  as 
to  make  it  flow  toward  the  south. 
My  lords,  that  is  not  a  user  of  the 
stream  which  could  be  called  a  rea- 


sonable user  by  the  upper  owner;  it 
is  a  confiscation  of  the  rights  of  the 
lower  owner;  it  is  an  annihilation, 
so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  of  that 
portion  of  the  stream  which  is  used 
for  those  purposes;  and  that  is  done, 
not  for  the  sake  of  the  tenement  of 
the  upper  owner,  but  that  the  upper 
owner  may  make  gains  by  alienating 
the  water  to  other  parties  who  have 
no     connection    whatever    with     any 

part    of    the    stream It    is    a 

matter  quite  immaterial  whether,  as 
riparian  owners  of  Wayte's  tenement, 
any  injury  has  now  been  sustained, 
or  has  not  been  sustained,  by  the 
respondents.  If  the  appellants  are 
right,  they  would,  at  the  end  of 
twenty  years,  by  the  exercise  of  this 
rlaim  of  diversion,  entirely  defeat  the 
incident  of  property,  the  riparian 
right  of  Wayte's  tenement.  That  is 
a  consequence  which  the  owner  of 
Wayte's   tenement   has   the   right   to 
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§  774.  Bounded  by  Beasonableness  in  Each  Oase. — ^The  Oregon 
court  in  a  .well-considered  case  held  that,  within  the  outside  limit 
of  the  owner's  last  boundary  line  (and  placed  that  line  where  his 
contiguity  to  the  stream  stops,  regardless  of  the  history  of  his 
title  or  subdivision  of  his  tract  into  parcels  acquired  at  different 
times)  the  rule  as  to  the  watershed  as  an  inside  limit  is  but  one 
of  reasonableness  depending  upon  the  effect,  under  the  evidence 
in  each  case,  of  the  use  upon  complaining  proprietors,  and  not  a 
hard-and-fast  rule.  Within  the  boundary  of  single  abutting  owner- 
ship, what  land  the  water  may  be  used  upon  is  held  subordinate 
to  what  is  reasonable  use  in  each  case.  All  such  land  is  considered 
riparian,  but  even  riparian  use  must  be  reasonable,  so  that  the 
fixing  of  an  inside  limit  is  held  not  a  question  of  what  lands  are 
riparian,  but  of  what  use  on  even  riparian  lands  is  a  reasonable  use. 
Consequently,  under  the  Oregon  rule,  how  far  back  from  the  stream 
a  continuous  tract  may  be  irrigated  depends  entirely  upon  the 
question  whether  the  use  complained  of  is  unreasonable  on  the 
proof,  in  its  effect  upon  the  land  of  the  complaining  proprietor. 
This  is  also  undoubtedly  the  rule  laid  down  in  some  California  cases, 
and  in  general  terms  has  been  approved  in  other  jurisdictions  also.^^ 


come  into  the  court  of  chanoery  to 
get  restrained  at  once  by  injunction 
or  declaration  as  the  case  may  be." 

It  is  evident  that  the  decision 
turned,  not  on  the  fact  of  use 
beyond  the  watershed,  but  on  the  fact 
of  sale  of  the  water  and  use  an  the 
lands  of  other  persons.  It  did  not 
involye  nor  say  anything  about  use 
beyond  a  watershed  upon  the  taker's 
own  land  constituting  part  of  a  con- 
tinuous tract  touching  the  stream. 

11  Calif omia, — Alta  Co.  v.  Han- 
cock, 85  Cal.  219,  20  Am.  St.  Rep. 
217,  24  Pac.  645 ;  Chamock  v. 
Higuerra,  117  Cal.  471,  at  477  et  seq., 
44  Pac.  171. 

Kansas, — See  Clark  v.  Allaman,  71 
Kan.  206,  80  Pac.  571,  70  L.  B.  A. 
971. 

New  York. — Standen  v.  New  Bo- 
chelle  Co.,  91  Hun,  272,  36  N.  Y. 
Supp.  92,  holding  that  the  relative 
amount  of  wntershed  owned  by  ad- 
joining riparian  owners  will  not 
affect  their  individual  rights  to  a 
proper  use  of  the  stream. 

Texas. — Watkins    Co.    v.    Clements, 


98  Tex.  578,  107  Am.  St.  Bep.  653, 
86  S.  W.  733,  70  L.  B.  A.  964. 

In  a  Wisconsin  case  it  is  said: 
"The  place  where  U  may  %ue  the 
water  for  power  is  restricted  only  by 
its  duty  to  refrain  from  injuring 
others.  The  court  is  satisfied  of  the 
correctness  and  justice  of  its  judg- 
ment. It  is  not  deemed  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  anything  previously  said 
or  decided  by  this  court,  or  with  the 
decision  of  any  other  court  to  which 
attention  has  been  called.  It  is  be- 
lieved to  be  grounded  impregnably 
upon  that  widely  applied  mandate  of 
the  law,  "Sic  utere  tuo  ut  aiienum  nan 
laedas."  Green  Bay  C.  Co.  v. 
Kaukanna  W.  P.  Co.,  90  Wis.  370, 
48  Am.  St.  Bep.  945,  61  N.  W.  1121, 
63  N.  W.  1019,  28  L.  B.  A.  443.  In 
the  United  States  supreme  court,  Mr. 
Justice  Holmes  said  in  Hudson  W. 
Co.  V.  McCarter  (1908),  209  U.  S. 
349,  28  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  529,  52  L.  Ed. 
828,  that  *'a  riparian  proprietor  has 
no  right  to  divert  waters  for  more 
than  a  reasonable  distance  from  the 
body  of  the  stream.' 


fi 
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We  quote  at  length  from  this  Oregon  decision.^  Mr.  Chief  Jus- 
tice Bean  -  (now  upon  the  Federal  bench)  delivered  the  opinion. 
The  court  says:  ^'But  as  we  understand  the  law,  lands  bordering  on 
a  stream  are  riparian,  without  regard  to  their  extent.  After  a 
considerable  search,  we  are  unable  to  find  any  rule  determining  when 
part  of  an  entire  tract  owned  by  one  person  ceases  to  be  riparian." 
And  on  rehearing:  ^'The  plaintiffs  insist  that  the  court  erred  in 
not  holding  that  the  right  of  a  riparian  proprietor  to  use  the  waters 
of  a  stream  for  irrigating  purposes  does  not  extend  beyond  the 
watershed,  or  to  lands  not  first  segregated  and  sold  by  the  gov- 
ernment. This  question  was  examined  with  great  care  before  the 
opinion  was  formulated.  -No  authorities  are  cited  or  arguments 
advanced  in  the  petition  for  rehearing  not  then  fully  examined 
and  considered,  and  therefore  the  conclusion  heretofore  reached  will 
be  adhered  to. " 

It  is  not  clear,  on  the  facts  of  the  case,  whether  the  land,  though 
over  a  low  ridge,  was  or  was  not  within  the  major  watershed  of 
the  stream;  but  under  the  recent  California  case  cited  above,  it 
would  have  made  no  difference  in  California.  It  would  have 
been  held  nonriparian  in  either  case.  The  court  discusses  the 
California  decisions  as  follows: 

''It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  any  person  owning  land  which 
abuts  upon  or  through  which  a  natural  stream  of  water  flows  is  a 
riparian  proprietor,  entitled  to  the  rights  of  such,  without  regard 
to  the  extent  of  his  land,  or  from  whom  or  when  he  acquired 
his  title.  The  fact  that  he  may  have  procured  the  particular  tract 
washed  by  the  stream  at  one  time,  and  subsequently  purchased 
land  adjoining  it,  will  not  make  him  any  the  less  a  riparian  pro- 
prietor, nor  should  it  alone  be  a  valid  objection  to  his  using  the 
water  on  the  land  last  acquired.  The  only  thing  necessary  to  en- 
title him  to  the  right  of  a  riparian  proprietor  is  to  show  that  the 
body  of  the  land  owned  by  him  borders  upon  a  stream.  This  being 
established,  the  law  gives  to  him  certain  rights  in  the  water,  the 
extent  of  which  is  limited  and  controlled  less  by  the  area  of  his 
land  than  by  the  volume  of  water  and  the  effect  of  its  use  upon 
the  rights  of  oth6r  riparian  proprietors.  By  virtue  of  the  owner- 
ship of  land  in  proximity  to  the  stream,  he  is  entitled  to  a  rea- 
sonable use  of  the  water,  which  is  defined  as  *  any  use  that  does  not 
work  actual,  material  and  substantial  damage  to  the  common  right 

12  Jones  V.  Conn;  39  Or.  30,  87  Am.  St.  Bep.  634,  64  Pae.  855,  65  Pac. 
J068,  54  L.  S.  A.  630. 
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which  each  proprietor  has,  as  limited  and  qualified  by  the  precisely 
equal  right  of  every  other  proprietor.'^*  In  the  determination 
of  what  will  be  considered  such  a  use  in  a  particular  case  the  char- 
acter and  extent  of  the  land,  its  location,  and  the  time  of  acquiring 
the  title  may  all  become,  and  are,  no  doubt,  important  factors  to 
l3e  considered;  but  they  are  not  controlling,  and  each  case  must 
depend  entirely  upon  its  own  facts  and  circumstances.  The  case 
of  Boehmer  v.  Irrigation  Dist.  ^*  would  seem  to  make  the  extent 
of  riparian  rights  depend  upon  the  source  of  title,  rather  than  the 
fact  of  title ;  but  in  Water  Co.  v.  Hancock,^  it  was  expressly  held 
that  all  land  bordering  upon  a  stream  which  is  held  by  the  same 
title — in  that  instance  consisting  of  1,280  acres — ^is  riparian,  and 
no  distinction  was  made  on  account  of  the  source  of  title.  Again, 
in  Wiggins  v.  Water  Co.*'  and  Bathgate  v.  Irvine,"  the  right  of  a 
riparian  proprietor  to  use  the  waters  of  a  stream  for  irrigation 
was  limited  to  the  watershed.  But,  as  we  understand  these  cases, 
the  court  in  each  instance  was  determining  the  rights  of  the  parties 
then  before  it,  and  not  attempting  to  lay  down  an  inflexible  rtile 
as  a  guide  in  all  cases.  Nothing  more  was  held  or  decided  than  that 
under  the  claim  alone  of  riparian  rights  the  owner  of  land  cannot, 
to  the  injury  of  another  riparian  proprietor,  take  the  water  be- 
yond the  watershed,  or  onto  lands  held  by  a  title  different  from 
the  title  of  those  through  which  the  stream  flows;  and  this  all  will 
concede.  The  right  to  make  a  reasonable  use  of  the  water  of  a 
stream  is  a  right  of  property,  depending  on  the  ownership  of  the 
land  abutting  on  or  through  which  the  stream  flows ;  and  whether 
a  given  use  is  reasonable  or  not  is  a  question  of  fact  to  be  deter- 
mined under  the  circumstances  of  each  particular  case.  The  right 
to  use  the  water  belongs  to  the  owner  of  the  land,  and  the  extent 
of  its  exercise  is  not  to  be  determined  by  the  area  or  contour  of 
his  land,  but  by  its  effect  upon  riparian  proprietors." 

This  Oregon  rule  naturally  follows  from  the  doctrine  of  the 
riparian  right  as  one  arising  out  of  access,  to  take  the  water  as 
a  privilege  belonging  to  the  owner  of  all  land  having  access  to 
the  stream,  where  the  taking  does  damage  which  is  damnum  absque 
injuria  if  done  in  the  reasonable  riparian  use  of  another  proprie- 
tor, or  where  the  taking  does  no  damage  at  all  to  the  possibility  of 

13  Citing  Kinney  on  Irrigation,  sec.  W  Supra. 

276.  17  126  Cal.   135,   77  Am.  St  Bep. 

14  117  Cal.  19,  48  Pac.  908.  158,  68  Pac.  442. 

15  85  Cal.  219,  20  Am.  St.  Bep.  217, 
24  Pac.  645. 
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use  by  complaining  proprietors.  The  California  watershed  rule 
may  be  regarded  as  based  upon  the  same  principle,  and,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  practice,  fixing  a  convenient  rule  of  fact,  drawn  from  ex- 
perience of  what  is  unreasonable  in  its  effect,  since  water  taken 
beyond  a  watershed  will  not  flow  back  to  the  stream  and  neces- 
sarily excludes  pro  ianto  all  use  thereof  by  others.  The  char- 
acter of  riparian  land  arises  out  of  the  fact  of  access  to  the  stream 
through  the  land ;  the  limitation  to  the  watershed  arises  rather  out 
of  consideration  of  reasonable  use  by  a  riparian  owner,  even  though 
his  land  be  riparian  by  virtue  of  his  access  through  it. 

(3d  edO 

§  775.    Conclusions  as  to  Biparlan  Land. 

(a)     Water  cannot  be  used  on  nonriparian  land  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  riparian  estate  of  a  riparian  proprietor. 
(h)     To  be  riparian,  land  must  touch  the  stream. 

(c)  The  riparian  character  of  the  land  as  it  recedes  from  the 
stream  stops  when  the  continuity  of  ownership  of  the  land  is 
broken,  because  the  proprietors  of  all  land  beyond  have  no  access 
to  the  stream  through  such  other  land.  Vice  versa,  all  land  is 
riparian  in  title  which  at  the  time  of  use  is  one  tract  held  in  one 
ownership  abutting  the  stream. 

(d)  The  extent  of  riparian  land  shifts  with  the  boundary,  con- 
tracting with  a  sale  of  part,  and  expanding  with  a  purchase  of 
contiguous  land,  since  the  right  of  access  shifts  correspondingly. 
The  decisions  upon  this  conflict,  however. 

{e)  If  the  boundary  line  is  beyond  a  watershed,  the  riparian 
character  of  the  land  stops  at  the  summit  of  the  watershed. 

(/)  Within  the  watershed  the  land  must  not  be  so  distant  that 
use  thereon  will  be  unreasonable  in  its  effect  upon  the  possibility 
of  use  of  other  riparian  proprietors,  under  all  the  surrounding 
circumstances,  such  as  extent  of  area,  time  of  acquisition  of  land, 
and  the  various  other  aspects  of  each  case. 

Shortly  put,  land  to  be  riparian  must  at  time  of  use  be  a  con- 
tinuous tract  under  one  ownership  (regardless  of  the  history  of 
that  ownership),  touching  the  stream  on  one  side  and  within  the 
watershed  on  the  other,  and  such  that  use  thereon  will  not  unrea- 
sonably interfere  with  the  equally  beneficial  riparian  use  of  other 
riparian  proprietors. 

§§  776-794.     (Blmk  numbers.^ 
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CHAPTER  34. 

PROTECTION  OP  THE  RIGHT— AGAINST  OTHER  EXPA- 

RIAN  OWNERS. 

9  795.  Damage  between  riparian  owners. 

S  796.  Possible  damage  to  use  of  complainant's  land  must  be  sliowii* 

f  797.  Authorities  quoted. 

i  798.  Sedudio  ad  ah»urdum, 

f  799.  Damage  to  a  reasonable  degree  not  wrongful. 

$  800.  Damage  to  excess  of  reasonable  degree. 

S  801.  Where  the  damage  is  during  eomplainant's  nonuse. 

S  802.  Declaratory  decree. 

9  803.  Conclusions. 

IS  804-^13.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(3d  ed.) 

§  795.  Damage  Between  Riparian  Owners. — We  now  discuss 
the  right  of  a  riparian  owner  in  the  commonest  form  in  which  it 
has  produced  litigation ;  that  is,  with  regard  to  the  question  when, 
if  at  all,  must  a  complaining  riparian  owner  show  damage,  and 
what  kind  or  how  extensive  damage,  to  secure  either  legal  or 
equitable  relief.  In  this  chapter  we  consider  this  solely  between 
riparian  owners  among  themselves,  leaving  to  the  next  chapter  the 
consideration  as  between  a  riparian  and  a  nonriparian  owner. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  796.  Possible  Damage  to  Use  of  Complainant's  Land  must 
be  Shown. — ^The  riparian  proprietor  does  not  make  a  prima  fade 
case  against  another  riparian  proprietor  where  the  former  does  not 
show  any  possibility  of  damage  of  any  kind  to  the  value  of  his  estate 
or  to  the  use  thereof.  It  was  once  insisted  that  the  stream  must 
remain  in  its  natural  state  undisturbed  even  by  one  riparian  owner 
himself,  and  that  any  abstraction  or  diversion  by  one  proprietor 
was  wrongful  to  all  below  him..  As  to  this  it  is  said  in  Kent's 
Commentaries,  in  a  well-known  passage:^  ''Streams  of  water  are 
intended  for  the  use  and  comfort  of  man ;  and  it  would  be  unrea- 
sonable and  contrary  to  the  general  sense  of  mankind,  to  debar 
any  riparian  proprietor  from  the  application  of  water  for  domestic, 
agricultural  or.  manufacturing  purposes,  provided  the  use  of  water 

1  3  Kent's  Commentaries^  429,    ItaUes  ours. 
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be  made  under  the  limitation  that  he  do  no  material  injury  to  his 
neighbor  below  him,  who  has  an  equal  right  to  the  subsequent  use 
of  the  same  water.''  In  Lux  v.  Haggin^  this  is  commented  upon 
as  follows:  '^It  seems  to  us  that  the  foregoing  (although  a  very 
distinct  statement  of  the  general  proposition)  ought  not  to  be  taken 
literally,  unless  the  words  *  material  injury'  be  impressed  with  a 
signification  the  equivalent  of  a  subsianiidl  deprivation  of  capacity 
in  a  lower  proprietor  to  employ  the  water  for  useful  purposes." 
And  this  passage  in  Kent  is  restated  in  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States,'  further  saying:  ''No  one  can  set  up  a  claim  to  an 
exclusive  flow  of  all  the  water  in  its  natural  state,  and  that  what  he 
may  not  wish  to  use  shall  flow  on  till  lost  in  the  ocean."  Justice 
Story  said :  "The  true  test  of  the  principle  and  extent  of  the  use  is, 

whether  it  is  to  the  injury  of  the  other  proprietors  or  not 

The  law  here,  as  in  many  other  cases,  acts  with  reasonable  refer- 
ence to  the  public  convenience  and  general  good,  and  is  not  betrayed 
into  narrow  strictness  subversive  of  common  sense,  nor  into  an 
extravagant  looseness  which  would  destroy  private  rights.  The 
maxim  is  applied,  'Sic  utere  tuo  ut  alienum  non  laedas,^  "  ^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  797.  Authorities  Quoted. — Some  other  authorities  may  be 
quoted  from  numerous  jurisdictions.  In  a  late  California  case:'^ 
''In  support  of  this  position  plaintiffs  invoke  the  alleged  common- 
law  rule  that  a  riparian  owner  upon  a  stream  is  entitled  as  of  right 
to  the  full  flow  of  the  stream  in  its  natural  course  through  his  land. 
The  cases  are  numerous  wherein  the  right  of  a  riparian  proprietor 
to  have  the  stream  flow  to  his  land  undiminished  by  any  diversion 
made  by  an  appropriator  for  use  on  nonriparian  land  has  been  de- 
clared.^^-®  It  is  obvious,  of  course,  that,  if  this  supposed  rule  were 
strictly  enforced  against  riparian  owners,  as  well  as  appropriators, 


2  69  Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674. 

S  Howard  v.  Ingersoll,  13  How. 
381,  14  L.  Ed.  189,  Nelson,  J. 

*  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason, 
397,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,312. 

5  Turner  v.  James  Canal  Co. 
(1909),  155  Cal.  82.  132  Am.  St.  Kep. 
59,  99  Pac.  520,  22  L.  B.  A.,  N.  8., 
401,  17  Ann.  Cas.  823  (italics  in- 
serted). Counsel  filed  a  petition  for 
rehearing  on  the  ground  that  they  did 
not  make  this  contention  referred  to 
in  the  quotation,  as  against  another 


riparian  owner,  knowing,  they  said, 
how  untenable  it  was;  but  only  be- 
cause they  claimed  that  defendant  was 
a  nonriparian  owner  (in  which,  on 
the  facts,  the  court  held  against  plain- 
tiff). 

«-8  Citing  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69  Cal. 
396,  10  Pac.  674;  Heilbron  v.  Last 
Chance  etc.  Co.,  75  Cal.  121,  17  Pac. 
65;  and  Heilbron  v.  Fowler  etc.  Co., 
75  Cal.  432,  7  Am.  St.  Bep.  183,  17 
Pac.  535. 
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the  waters  of  the  streams  in  the  State  could  not  be  used  at  all,  but 
would  flow  to  the  sea,  or  until  they  disappeared  in  the  sands  and 
washes,  without  benefit  to  anyone,  except  in  the  few  instances  where 
flood  waters  might  escape  naturally  and  flow  upon  lands  situated 
similarly  to  those  of  the  plaintiffs.  The  rule  is  evidently  not  suited 
to  the  conditions  of  a  dry  climate  such  as  we  have  in  this  State.  It 
is  accordingly  well  settled  here  that  each  riparian  owner  has  a  right 
to  a  reasonable  use  of  the  water  on  his  riparian  land,  for  the  irriga- 
tion thereof,  and  that  the  so-called  common-law  right  of  each  to  have 
the  stream  flow  by  his  land  without  diminution,  is  subject  to  the 
common  right  of  all  to  a  reasonable  share  of  the  water."  * 

In  a  Nebraska  case^^  it  is  said:  ''As  has  been  seen,  the  common 
law  does  not  give  to  a  riparian  owner  an  absolute  and  exclusive  right 
to  all  the  flow  of  the  water  from  a  stream  in  its  natural  state,  but 
only  the  right  to  the  benefit,  advantage  and  use  of  the  water  flowing 
past  his  land  in  so  far  as  it  is  consistent  with  a  like  right  in  all  other 
riparian  owners. "  In  a  case  in  the  Federal  court  of  Nevada,  before 
the  common  law  of  riparian  rights  became  rejected,  it  was  said, 
after  stating  the  leading  authorities:  ''From  thes6  authorities  it 
appears  that  the  use  which  is  unreasonable  is  such  as  works  actual, 
material  and  substantial  damage  to  the  common  right;  not  to  an 
exclusive  right  to  all  the  water  in  its  natural  state,  but  to  the  right 
which  each  proprietor  has  as  limited  and  qualified  by  the  precisely 
equal  right  of  every,  other  proprietor.*'" 

Likewise  in  Eastern  and  other  jurisdictions.  The  supreme  court 
of  Georgia  recently  said:  "If  the  general  rule  that  each  riparian 
owner  could  not  in  any  way  interrupt  or  diminish  the  flow  of  the 
stream  were  strictly  followed,  the  water  would  be  of  but  little 
practical  use  to  any  proprietor,  and  the  enforcement  of  such  rule 

would  deny,  rather  than  grant,  the  use    thereof Riparian 

owners  have  a  common  right  in  the  waters  of  the  stream,  and  the 
necessities  of  the  business  of  one  cannot  be  the  standard  of  the 
rights  of  another,  but  each  is  entitled  to  a  reasonable  use  of  the 
water  with  respect  to  the  rights  of  others."  "  In  a  Minnesota  case: 
"The  right  of  a  party  to  the  uninterrupted  and  full  use  of  the  water 
as  it  flows  naturally  past  his  land  is  not  an    absolute  right,  but  a 

9  Citing  cases.  2  Saw.  450,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,370,  8 

10  Crawford   Co.   v.   Hathaway,   67  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  113.     Italics  oure. 
Neb.  325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  93  12  Price  v.  High  Shoals  Co.  (1909), 
N.  W.  781,  60  L.  R.  A.  889.  132  Ga.  246,  64  S.  E.  87,  22  L.  B.  A., 

11  Union    Min,    Co.    v.    Dangberg,  N.  8.,  684. 
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natural  one,  qualified  and  limited  by  the  existence  of  like  rights  in 
others/' » 

0 

(3d  ed.) 

.  §  798.  Bednctio  ad  Absurdnm. — If  it  were  not  thus  true  that 
the  complaining  proprietor  must  show  at  least  a  possibility  of  dam- 
age to  the  use  or  value  of  his  riparian  estate,  when  contesting  with 
another  riparian  proprietor,  there  would  be  absurd  results,  a  re- 
ductio  ad  ahsurdum  first  suggested  by  Chief  Justice  Shaw  of 
Massachusetts:"  "The  instruction  requested  by  the  plaintiff  is, 
we  think,  founded  on  a  misconception  of  the  rights  of  riparian 
proprietors  in  watercourses  passing  through  or  by  their  lands.  It 
presupposes  that  the  diversion  of  any  portion  of  the  water  of  a 
running  stream,  without  regard  to  the  fitness  of  the  purpose,  is  a 
violation  of  the  right  of  every  proprietor  of  land  lyinjr  below  on 
the  same  stream,  so  that,  without  suffering  any  actual  or  perceptible 
damage,  he  may  have  an  action  for  the  sole  purpose  of  vindicating 
his  legal  right."  If  this  were  true,  the  learned  judge  concludes, 
and  a  riparian  proprietor  could  have  such  an  action,  '*then  every 
proprietor  on  the  brook  to  its  outlet  in  the  Nashua  River  would  have 
the  same;  and  because  the  quantity  of  diminution  is  not  material, 
every  riparian  proprietor  on  the  Nashua  would  have  the  same  right, 
and  so  every  proprietor  on  the  Merrimac  River  to  the  ocean.  This 
is  a  sort  of  reductio  ad  absurdum  which  shows  that  such  cannot  be 
the  rule  as  was  claimed  by  the  plaintiff."  In  another  leading  case 
it  is  said:  **This  right  to  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  water 
flowing  past  his  land  is  not  an  absolute  and  exclusive  right  to  the 
flow  of  all  the  water  in  its  natural  state.  If  it  were,  the  argument 
of  the  learned  counsel  that  every  abstraction  of  it  would  give  a 
cause  of  action  would  be  irrefragable ;  but  it  is  a  right  only  to  the 
flow  of  the  water,  and  the  enjoyment  of  it,  subject  to  the  similar 
rights  of  all  the  proprietors  of  the  bank  on  each  side  to  the  reason- 
able enjoyment  of  the  same  gift  of  Providence.  It  is  only,  there- 
fore, for  an  unreasonable  and  unauthorized  use  of  the  common 
benefit  that  an  action  will  lie ;  for  such  a  use  it  will. ' '  ^* 

18  Red   Eiver   Co.   ▼.   Wright,   30  (1908),  196  Mass.  597,  83  N.  E.  310, 

Minn.  249,  44  Am.  Rep.   194,  15  N.  13  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S..  1044. 
W.  167.     See,  also,  123  Am.  St.  Rep.  M  Elliott    v.     Fitchburg    Ry.,    10 

912,  note.     See,  also,  Mason  v.  Cot-  Cush.  (Mass.)  191,  57  Am.  Dec.  85. 
ton   (Colo.),  4  Fed.  792,  2  McCrary,  w  Embrey  v.  Owen,  6  Ex.  352,  20 

82;   Baily  v.  Morland   (1902),  L.  R.  L.  J.  Ex.  212. 
1   Ch.  D.   649;   McNamara  ▼.  Taft, 
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Streams  flow  for  the  benefit-  of  all  persons  who  have  land  ad- 
joining, and  not  simply  for  those  persons  only  whose  lands  lie 

at  the  mouth  of  the  stream. 

f 

(3d  ed.) 

§  799.  Damage  to  a  Beasonable  Degree  not  Wrongful — ^Not 
only  is  some  showing  of  damage  to  complainant's  estate,  or  to  its 
value,  a  prerequisite  to  an  action  between  riparian  owners,  but, 
further,  the  interference  must  be  shown  to  go  to  an  unreasotiable 
extent.  To  a  reasonable  degree,  it  is  a  good  defense  to  the  proprie- 
tor complained  of  that  he  was  acting  in  the  use  of  his  own  riparian 
land.  "It  is  a  general  rule — ^in  fact,  a  universal  principle  of  law — 
that  one  may  make  reasonable  use  of  his  own  property,  although 
such  use  results  in  injury  to  another,"  *•  and. this  is  but  one  applica- 
tion of  that  rule.  As  discussed  in  a  preceding  chapter,  what  is  a 
reasonable  use  by  one  proprietor  to  which  another  must  submit, 
though  it  interferes  with  the  use  sought  to  be  made  by  such  other,  is 
a  question  of  fact  depending  upon  the  circumstances  in  each  case, 
and  the  authorities  have  there  been  given  at  length. 

Under  the  doctrine  of  appropriation  the  right,  being  founded 
on  priority,  is  exclusive  to  the  extent  of  the  priority,  and  any 
material  interference  with  the  prior  use  is  wrongful.*^  But  under 
the  law  of  riparian  rights  no  proprietor  has  an  exclusive  right 
against  the  other  proprietors,  and  no  use  by  another  proprietor 
is  wrongful  unless  it  unreasonably  exceeds  the  equality  of  right 
among  all;  in  the  absence  of  such  excess  any  damage  is  damniirm 
absque  injuria.  The  fact  that  one  proprietor's  use  or  possibility 
of  use  is  interfered  with  by  another  is  not  alone  a  wrong  to  him ; 
it  must  be  such  interference  as  is  in  excess  of  the  equal  right  of 
the  proprietor  complained  of.  **Each  must  submit  to  that  de- 
i^ree  of  inconvenience  and  hardship  in  the  exercise  of  his  rights 
whict  results  from  the  existence  of  like  rights  in  others."  ^® 


16  Katz  V.  Walkinshaw,  141  Cal. 
143,  99  Am.  St.  Rep.  35,  70  Pac.  663, 
74  Pac.  766,  64  L.  R.  A.  236. 

See  especially  the  discussion  in  this 
regard  under  the  law  of  percolating 
water,  infra,  sec.  1118  et  seq. 

17  Hill  V.  Smith,  27  Cal.  482,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Rep.  597,  speaking  dis- 
paragingly of  the  other  rule  as  one 
which  "tolerates  and  winks  at  some 
indeterminate  amount  of  injury"  by 
the  on«  to  the  other. 


i«  Parker  v.  American  etc.  Co., 
195  Mass.  591,  81  N.  E.  468,  10  L. 
R.  A.,  N.  S.,  584.  See  McParland,  J., 
in  Fisher  v.  Feige  (1902),  137  Cal. 
42,  92  Am.  St.  Rep.  77,  69  Pac.  618, 
59  L.  R.  A.  333. 

Each  riparian  proprietor  is  bound 
to  make  such  a  use  of  Tunning  water 
as  to  do  <u  little  injure/  to  those  be- 
low him  09  is  consistent  with  a 
valuable  benefit  to  himself.  Evans  v. 
Merriweather,  4  lU.  (8  Seam.)  492, 
38  Am.  Dec.  106. 
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In  a  recent  California  case  it  is  said  that  ''the  determination  as 
to  what  is  the  reasonable  share  of  each  riparian  owner  is  a  question 
of  fact,  to  be  decided  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case/' 
and  that  ''an  upper  riparian  proprietor  is  entitled  to  a  reasonable 
use  for  irrigation,  although  it  may  diminish  the  flow  to  a  lower 
proprietor,  and  put  him  to  substantial  inconvenience  in  his  use  of 
the  stream.  Thus  in  [certain  cases]  it  was  held  that  the  upper 
proprietors  could  be  allowed  to  take  the  whole  stream  for  certain 
hours  or  days,  at  stated  intervals,  and  that  the  use  of  the  lower 
owner  could  be  limited  to  the  intervening  periods,"  and  held  that 
the  fact  that  plaintiff's  low  land  would  be  greatly  benefited  by  its 
overflow  from  an  abutting  stream  during  flood  season  does  not 
entitle  him  to  restrain  diversion  of  a  reasonable  amount  of  watei* 
for  irrigation  by  up^er  riparian  owners,  though  such  diversion 
would  diminish  such  overflow.^* 

Authorities  to  this  effect  from  many  jurisdictions  are  here  quoted 
to  show  that  the  rule  is  general,  and  not  confined  to  California  nor 
to  Western  jurisdictions.  A  ruling  in  an  Alabama  case  puts  it : 
"The  defendant  had  the  right,  in  this  form  of  action,  to  maintain 
the  dam,  even  to  the  injury  of  the  plaintiff,  if  there  wosS  a  reasonable 
and  proper  v^e  of  the  water," ^  In  a  case  in  Maine:  "True,  it  is 
sometimes  said  that  there  must  be  no  diversion  of  the  waters  of  a 
stream;  that  the  riparian  proprietors  above  must  allow  the  water 
to  flow  on  in  undiminished  quantities  to  the  riparian  proprietors 
below.  But  this  is  not  a  correct  statement  of  the  law.  And  the 
inaccuracy  of  the  statement  hcts  often  been  pointed  out.  The  true 
rule  is  that  there  must  be  no  unlawful  or  unreasonable  diminution 
or  diversion  of  the  water.'* ^^  In  Massachusetts:  "The  right  of  the 
owner  of  land  to  the  use  of  a  stream  flowing  through  his  premises, 
so  far  as  such  use  is  reasonable  and  conformable  to  the  usages  and 
wants  with  a  like  reasonable  use  by  the  other  proprietors  of  land 
en  the  same  stream  above  and  below,  is  clear  and  indisputable."^* 
Mr.  Justice  Cooley  in  Michigan  thus  states  the  rule:  "The  question 
always  is,  not  merely  whether  the  lower  proprietor  suffers  damage 
by  the  use  of  the  water  above  him,  nor  whether  the  quantity  flow- 

10  Turner  v.  James  Canal  Co.,  155  great    loss     by     evaporation.     North 

Cal.  82,  132  Am.  St.  Rep.  59,  99  Pac.  Alabama  etc.  Co.  v.  Jones,  156  Ala. 

520,  22  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,*  401,  17  Ann.  360,  47  South.  144. 

Cas.  823.  21  Auburn  v.  W.  Co.,  90  Me.  576,  38 

20  But    damages    at    law    wiU    be  Atl.  561,  3S  L.  R.  A.  188. 

li^ranted  if  the  dam  spreads  out  the  22  Puller  v.  Chicopee  etc.  Co.  (1860) 

water    so    unreasonably   as    to-  cause  16  Gray  (Mass.)^  43. 
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ing  on  is  diminished  hy  the  use,  but  whether  under  all  the  ciFcum- 
stances  of  the  case  the  use  of  the  water  by  one  is  reasonable  and 
consistent  with  a  correspondent  enjojnment  of  the  right  by  the 
other.*'®  It  is  laid  down  in  New  Hampshire:  "It  is  well-settled 
law  that  in  the  use  of  a  stream  for  domestic,  agricultural,  and 
manufacturing  pulrposes,  to  which  every  riparian  owner  is  entitled, 
there  may  of  right  be  diminution,  retardation  or  acceleration  of  the 
natural  current,  consistently  with  the  common  right,  and  which  is 

implied  in  the  right  to  use  it  at  all From  the  nature  of 

the  case,  it  is  incapable  of  being  defined  to  suit  the  vast  variety  of 
circumstances  that  exist ;  but  the  rule  is  flexible,  and  suited  to  the 
growing  and  changing  wants  of  conununities. " ^  In  New  York: 
''Damage  to  a  riparian  owner  caused  by  the  erection  of  a  mill  dam 
by  another  riparian  owner  is  to  a  reasonable  degree  damnum,  abs- 
que injuria,"  ^  and  one  riparian  owner  may  make  a  reasonable  use 
of  the  stream  though  it  lessens  the  benefits  therefrom  derived  by 
another  riparian  owner.®  In  Ohio:  '*No  action  can  be  sustained 
for  any  such  use  in  the  water,  whereby  the  quantity  is  diminished 
in  the  stream  or  the  water  caused  to  flow  more  irregularly,  or  to 
flow  back  on  the  land  of  the  proprietor  on  the  stream  above,  unless 
the  damage  occasioned  be  real,  material  and  substantial,  arising 
from  an  unreasonable  or  improper  use,  appropriation,  abstraction, 
or  diversion  of  the  water  from  its  natural  course  or  flow."*'  In 
South  Carolina:  '*For  an  injury  to  one  owner  incidental  to  a  rea- 
sonable use  of  the  stream  by  another  there  is  uo  redress.  It  does 
not  necessarily  follow  from  either  the  decrease  in  the  volume  of  the 
water  due  to  its  use  by  the  upper  proprietor  or  the  increase  due 
to  the  storage  by  the  upper  proprietor  that  there  has  been  an  un- 
reasonable use  and  therefore  a  right  of  action  to  the  lower  proprie- 
tor for  any  resulting  injury.  If  it  were  the  rulb  that  the  lower 
proprietor  has  the  right  to  have  the  stream  flow  through  his  land 
in  exactly  its  usual  volume,  the  result  would  be  to  destroy  the 
equality  of  right  of  all  the  proprietors  of  the  land  through  which 
the  stream  flowed,  and  give  to  the  lowest  proprietor  a  monopoly 
of  its  use."  ^® 

23  Bumont    ▼.    Kellogg,    29    Mich.  2e  Thomas  ▼.   Brockney,    17   Barb. 
423,  18  Am.  Rep.  102.  (N.  Y.)  659. 

24  Norway  Co.  v.  Bradley   (1872),  27  AIcElvoy  v.  Goble  (1856),  6  Ohio 
62  N.  H.  86.  St.  187. 

'■i^  Palmer    v.    Mulligan,    8    Gaines  28  Mason  t.  Apalache  Mills  (1908), 

Kcp.  308,  2  Am.  Dec  270.  81  8.  C.  554,  62  S.  W.  400,  871, 
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And  yet  this  is  the  thing  which  some  California  judges  have 
called  a  ''modification''  of  the  common  law  when  applied  in  Cali- 
fornia.^ It  is  to  this,  and  nothing  else,  that  such  California  ex- 
pressions referred  (improperly)  as  the  California  ''modification'' 
of  the  common  law. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  800.  Damage  in  Excess  of  Reasonable  Degree. — ^We  have,  in 
a  preceding  chapter,  quoted  from  authorities  holding  that  it  is 
all  a  question  of  degree,  what  act  of  one  proprietor  is  a  wrong  to 
another,  that  unreasonable  degree  being  a  question  of  fact  in  each 
case.  Such  excessive  damage  is  wrongful.  This  rule  is  laid  down 
by  Mr.  Justice  Shaw  in  a  recent  California  case:  "Riparian  owners 
have  correlative  rights  in  the  stream,  and  neither  is  a  trespasser 
against  the  other  until  he  diverts  more  than  his  share,  and  injures 

and  damages  the  other  thereby The  rights  in  such  cases  are 

correlative,  and  if  an  injunction  can  issue  at  all  therein,  it  can  be 
only  when  one  owner  takes  more  than  his  due  proportion,  and  dam- 
age to  the  other  ensues  from  such  excessive  taking."^ 

There  is  no  presumption  that  use  by  a  riparian  owner  is  excessive. 
It  depends  wholly  upon  the  evidence,'^  and  complainant  has  the 
burden  of  proof  ."^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  801.  Where  the  Damage  is  During  Complainant's  Nonuse. — 
The  riparian  right  is  not  affected  by  nonuse,  nor  does  nonuse  by 
one  riparian  owner  enlarge  the  rights  of  other  riparian  owners 
against  him.  If  the  taking  or  use  complained  of  is  in  excess  of 
the  share  and  due  proportion  .which  the  proprietor,  under  the 
principle  of  equality,  is  entitled  to  take  or  use,  then,  conversely, 
he  is  taking  the  share  belonging  to  other  proprietors,  and  the  dam- 
age to  them  may  be  excessive  so  far  as  it  is  a  substantial  depriva- 
tion of  capacity  to  make  future  use  of  one's  land  though  no  actual 
damage  to  use  exist  at  present,  the  complaining  owner  not  himself 
using  the  water  at  present.    True,  the  complaining  owner  suffers 

29.  Supraj  Bee.  673,  and  sec.  749a.  man  y.  Le  Franc,   137  Cal.  217,  69 

80  Anaheim  W.  Co.  v.  Fuller,   150  Pac.  1011. 

Cal.  327,  88  Pac.  978.     Italics  ours.  81  Hudson  v.  Dailey,  156  Cal.  617, 

"Before  plaintiffs  could  have  the  aid  105  Pac.  748. 

of  the  court  to  enjoin  defendant's  use  82  Ihid,,  and  Miner  v.  Gilmour,  12 

they  would   have  to   show   that  such  Moore  P.   C.   155,   14   Eng.  Beprint, 

use  was  in  exress  of  their  rights  and  86 !• 
resulted  in  plaintiff's  injury."    Cole- 


858  (3d  6d.)    Pt.  lY.    THE  COMMON  LAW  OF  BIPABIAN  BIGHTS,     f  801 

no  present  damage  to  use  in  such  case,  but  present  damage  to  use 
is  not  necessary.  It  is  enough  that  it  excessively  deprives  him  of 
the  natural  advantages  of  his  land,  excessively  diminishes  the 
value  of  the  riparian  estate  owing  to  the  loss  of  the  water  for  use 
on  ]iis  land  in  the  future,  thereby  causing  a  permanent  depreciation 
of  the  value  of  his  land.  An  excessive  injury  to  capacity  of  use 
in  the  future,  which  would  ripen  into  a  prescriptive  right,  is 
equally  a.  wrong.  For  example,  if  one  riparian  proprietor  con- 
sumes the  whole  stream,  though  on  his  own  riparian  land,  it  is 
wrongful  to  a  lower  proprietor,  though  the  lower  proprietor  makes 
no  use  of  the  water  himself;  for  in  a  few  years  he  would  finally 
lose  the  whole  stream  by  prescription.  Besides  which  the  upper 
owner  by  so  doing  immediately  deprives  the  lower  of  the  natural 
benefit  and  fertility  which  the  flow  of  the  stream  naturally  affords, 
which,  as  between  riparian  owners,  must  not  be  done  to  an  unrea- 
sonable degree. 

The  following  statement  is  as  admirable  an  exposition  of  the 
state  of  the  law  upon  this  matter  as  the  present  writer  can  recall : 
''Riparian  rights  are  naturally  rights  depending  on  the  owner- 
ship of  land  situated  on  the  bank  (ripa)  of  a  stream.  Except  for 
certain  natural  and  ordinary  purposes,  the  rights  of  one  proprietor 
are  not  in  general  superior  to  those  of  another.  The  rights  of 
all  for  purposes  of  irrigation  or  other  so-called  extraordinary  pur- 
poses are  based  on  the  principle  of  equality  and  are  correlative 
and  interdependent.  Each  may  take  only  such  an  amount  of 
water  as  is  reasonable  under  all  the  circumstances.  If  one  takes 
more  than  this  amount  under  a  claim  of  right,  although  no  damage 
might  for  the  time  being  be  caused  thereby  to  the  others,  because 
they  do  not  choose  to  exercise  their  full  rights,  yet  it  would  be 
an  injury  {injuria  sine  damno)  for  which  they  could  maintain  an 
action,  because  otherwise  the  wrongful  user  might  by  long  con- 
tinuance ripen  into  a  right.  When  once  it  has  thus  ripened  into 
a  right  it  becomes  a  superior  and  absolute  right,  no  longer  de- 
pending upon  the  location  of  the  land  upon  the  banks  of  the  stream, 
or  upon  the  corresponding  rights  of  others.''" 

As  is  said  in  Lux  v.  Haggin:  ''There  can  be  little  doubt,  under 
the  authorities,  that  for  a  riparian  proprietor  entirely  to  consume 

88  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Freer  in  "If  the  use  which  one  makes  of  his 
Wong  Leong  v.  Irwin,  10  Hawaiian  right  in  the  stream  is  not  a  reason- 
Hep.  270,  271.  Italics  ours.  The  able  use,  or  if  it  causes  a  substantial 
supreme  court  of  Massachusetts  says:  and  actual  damage  to  the  proprietor 


l8oa 
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water  (except  ordinarily  for  domestic  uses,  etc.)  is  to  use  it  unrea- 
sonably";** and  **an  entire  diversion  [consumption,  or  diversion 
without  returning  it]  of  a  watercourse  by  an  upper  riparian  pro- 
prietor for  irrigation  is  never  allowed";*  and  hence  it  is  that  in 
apportioning  the  water  to  allow  each  riparian  owner  a  reasonable 
use,  the  apportionment  must  be  based  upon  the  amount  of  irrigable 
land  owned  by  each,  and  not  merely  on  the  amount  actuall}'  under 
irrigation.'  If  the  riparian  owner  complained  of  is  making  an 
excessive  use  during  the  complaining  owner's  nonuse,  the  latter  is 
entitled  to  either  nominal  damages,'  or  to  an  injunction. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  802.  Declaratory  Decree.— While  prospective  damage  is  thus 
equally  important  with  present  damage  in  determining  what  acts 
complained  of  are  excessive,  there  is  a  tendency  to  protect  such 
future  use  (where  no  present  use  is  made,  and  hence  no  actual 
present  damage)  by  a  declaratory  decree,  protecting  the  complain- 
ing proprietor's- right  of  future  use,  but  refusing  a  prohibitive 
injunction  during  his  present  nonuse.  This  is  in  effect  quieting 
his  title  to  his  right  of  future  use,  but  denying  a  prohibitive  in- 
junction at  present  because  no  actual  damage  occurs  to  his  use 
at  present,  and  allowing  excessive  use  by  the  other  proprietors 
during  the  absence  of  damage  and  during  the  nonuse  of  the  com- 
plaining party. 

The  authorities  which  the  writer  has  to  this  effect  involved 
chiefly  nonriparian  use,  in  which  connection  they  are  given  here- 
after;* but  if  the  decree  may  be  so  framed  in  favor  of  a  non- 
riparian  use,  it  a  fortiori  may  be  so  framed  in  favor  of  an  exces- 
sive riparian  use.    Perhaps  an  instance,  as  between  riparian  uses 


below  hy  diminishing  the  value  of  hi$ 
land,  though  at  the  same  time  he  has 
no  mill  or  other  work  to  sustain 
present  damage,  still,  if  the  party 
then  using  it  has  not  acquired  a 
right  bj  grant,  or  bj  actual  appro- 
priation and  enjoyment  for  twenty 
years,  it  is  an  encroachment  on  the 
right  of  the  lower  proprietor  for 
which  an  action  will  lie."  Elliott  v. 
Fitchburg  By.,  10  Cush.  191,  57  Am. 
Dec.  85. 

M  Lux  ▼.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  at 
406,  also  see  pp.  397  and  408,  10  Pac. 
674. 


1  Ibid.  Accord,  Stanford  ▼.  Felt, 
71  Cal.  249,  16  Pac.  900;  Learned  v. 
Tangerman,  65  Cal.  334,  4  Pac.  191; 
Matthews  ▼.  Ferrea,  45  Cal.  51;  Bar- 
neich  v.  Mercy,  136  Cal.  206,  68  Pac. 
589;  Harrison  v.  Harrison,  93  Cal. 
676,  29  Pac.  325;  Sackrider  v.  Beers 
(1813),  10  Johns.  240;  Mason  v.  Hill, 
5  Barn.  &  Adol.  1,  110  Eng.  Reprint, 
692;  Gould  on  Waters,  3d  ed.,  p.  422, 
note  4. 

2  Supra,  sec.  751. 

8  Price  V.  High  Shoals  Co.,  132  Ga. 
246,  64  8.  E.  87. 
4  Infra,  sec.  831. 
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solely,  occurred  in  Wiggins  v.  Muscupiabe  etc.  Co.''  It  was  there 
decreed  (by  Judge  Shaw,  trial  judge,  now  on  the  supreme  bench) 
that  when  one  proprietor  was  not  using  the  water  it  might  be  all 
consumed  by  the  other;  decreeing  to  the  former  a  right,  whenever 
he  desires,  to  begin  use  for  his  irrigable  land  at  the  intervals  de- 
creed by  the  court  as  reasonable,  but  allowing  complete  consump- 
tion by  the  other  even  at  those  intervals,  until  the  former  desires  to 
avail  himself  of  the  water.    The   decree  was  affirmed  on  appeal. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  803.  Oonclusions. — ^The  following  conclusions  seem  proper 
between  riparian  owners  using  water  upon  their  riparian  lands: 

(a)  A  riparian  proprietor's  right  is  not  one  to  the  corpus  of 
the  water,  nor  to  the  stream  as  a  corpus  in  its  natural  state,  nor 
to  an  unchanged  flow  of  the  water,  but  is  a  usufructuary  right 
in  the  natural  resource,  a  right  to  the  advantages  and  benefits  and 
uses  which  his  riparian  estate  derives  or  may  in  the  future  derive 
from  the  water,  and  the  value  which  the  presence  of  the  stream 
as  a  water  supply  contributes  to  the  riparian  estate,  as  qualified 
by  the  equal  right  of  all  other  riparian  proprietors  to  share  in  the 
same  benefits,  advantages  and  uses. 

(b)  To  constitute  a  wiung  by  one  riparian  owner  to  another 
there  need  not  be  any  present  damage  to  tise,  nor  need  the  com- 
plaining proprietor  be  actually  using  the  water,  but  if  there  be  no 
such  present  damage  to  use,  there  must  be  shown  some  detriment 
to  the  use  of  the  land  from  impairment  of  these  benefits,  ad- 
vantages and  opportunities — in  a*  word,  diminution  of  the  value 
of  the  estate  by  loss  of  future  use  of  the  water. 

(c)  And  further,  the  damage  to  actual  use  (if  such  there  be) 
or  to  the  value  of  the  estate  must,  to  become  wrongful,  be  shown, 
as  a  question  of  fact  in  each  case,  to  go  to  a  degree  such  as  to  be 
unreasonably  in  excess  of  that  necessarily  resulting  from  a  rea- 
sonable use  of  his  own  riparian  land  by  the  party  complained  of  in 
conjunction  with  a  like  reasonable  use  by  complainant,  and  thereby 
in  excess  of  the  equality  of  right  among  all. 

(d)  In  the  absence  of  such  excess,  any  diminution  of  flow,  or 
any  interference  or  damage  caused  in  the  use  of  his  riparian  land 
by  one  riparian  owner,  to  another  riparian  owner,  is  a  reasonable 
use,  and  hence  is  damnum  absque  injuria, 

B  113   Cal.    194,   54   Am.   St.   Eep.  337,  46  Pac  160,  32  L.  B.  A.  667. 
§§  804-813.     (Blank  numbers,) 
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CHAPTER  35. 

PROTECTION  OP  RIPARIAN  RIGHT  AGAINST  NONRIPA- 

RIAN  OWNERS. 

8  814.    Difficulty  of  questions  involved* 

A.     IMPAIRMENT  OP  RIPARIAN  ESTATE  TO  ANY  BEGREE  WHAT- 
EVER BY  NONRIPARIAN  USE  IS  WRONGFUL. 

8  815.    Stated  generally,  nonriparian  owners  have  no  rights  in  streams. 
I  816.    Damage  to  present  use  immaterial 
I  817.    Reasonableness  in  its  correlative  sense  is  immaterial. 
8  818.    The  wrong  (where  no  present  damage  to  use)  consists  in  the  de- 
terioration to  any  degree  ot  the  riparian  estate. 
I  819.    Nonriparian  diversion  usually  held  per  Be  a  detriment. 

B.    SOME  OPPOSING  AUTHORITIES. 

8  820.  Departures  from  the  common  law. 

I  821.  Some  rulings  under  the  common  law. 

I  822.  Some  California  decisions. 

8  823.  Some  rulings  in  other  common-law  courts. 

8  824.  Same. 

8  825.  Storm  waters. 

8  826.  Same. 

C.    CAN    THESE    MINORITY    RULINGS    BE    RECONCILED    TO 

PRINCIPLE, 

8  827.    The  answer  must  be  made  under  the  common  law. 

8  828.    Possible  distinction  between  diminution  of  flow  and  depreciation 

.  of  estate. 
8  829e    Same. 
8  830.     Same. 

8  831.    Application  of  the  distinction  by  confining  the  decision  to  the  par- 
ties litigant. 
8  832.    Same. 

D.    OTHER  RELATED  MATTERS. 

8  833.    Declaratory   decree. 

8  834.    Nonriparian  use  by  both  parties. 

8  835.     Conclusions. 

8  836.    Exception  where  underground  water  it  involved. 

88  837-843.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(8d  ed.) 

§  814.    Difflculty  of  the  QnestioiiB  Involved.— Upon  no  matter 
iu  the  law  of  waters  has  there  been  more  litigationi  diversity  of 
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ruling^  and  intrinsic  difficulty  than  in  the  matter  now  to  be  con- 
'sidered ;  the  questions  arising  out  of  protection  of  the  riparian  right 
against  nonriparian  owners.  It  has  borne  most  of  the  fighting  in 
the  law  of  watercourses  under  the  name  of  the  doctrine  "injuria 
sine  damno,"  The  common  law  of  riparian  rights  took  its  shape 
in  upholding  that  doctrine,  and  the  Colorado  law  of  .prior  appro- 
priation in  denying  it  with  reference  to  riparian  owners.  The 
matter  presents  intrinsic  difficulties  under  the  law  of  appropria- 
tion as  well  as  in  the  common  law,  which  will  probably  prevent  it 
ever  being  absolutely  settled  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  everyone.* 
It  is  here  considered  as  a  question  of  common  law,  which  is  the 
California  law  for  streams  on  private  lands. 


A.    IMPAIBMENT  OP  BIPABIAN  ESTATE  TO  ANT  DEGBEE  WHAT- 
EVEB  BY  NONBIPABIAN  USE  IS  WBONGFUL. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  816.  Stated  Ctenerally,  Nonriparian  Owners  have  No  Sights 
in  Streams. — Stated  generally,  nonriparian  owners  have  no  rights 
in  streams  at  common  law.  Though  the  water  itself  is  not  the 
subject  of  ownership  by  anyone  (variously  expressed  as  being 
*^publ%c%  jurisy*^  "common  to  all  men,"  or  "belonging  to  the  pub- 
lic" or  "a  mineral  ferae  naturae* ^)y^  yet  members  of  the  public 
owning  no  land  bordering  on  the  stream,  since  they  (aside  from 
arrangement  with  some  bank  owner)  have  no  access  to  the  natural 
resource  without  committing  a  trespass,  are  excluded.  This  exclu- 
sion in  settled  regions  (and  the  common  law  contemplates  no  others) 
throws  out,  from  the  means  of  accomplishing  a  taking  or  use,  the 
greater  part  of  the  public,  leaving  only  the  riparian  proprietors  as 
the  division  of  the  public  whom  conditions  in  settled  regions  do  not 
exclude.  Their  situation  gives  them,  not  any  greater  ownership 
in  the  substance  itself  than  others,  since  none  can  have  any  at 
all,  but  the  advantage  of  position  which  enables  them  alone  as 
members  of  the  public  to  avail  themselves  of  its  benefits 'or  the 
usufruct  of  the  stream.* 

Another  way  of  putting  it  is  that  the  law  is  one  of  natural  re- 
sources.   While  in  its  natural  situation  and  flow,  each  adjacent 

1  The  difficulties  which  arise  in  ap-  8  Supra,  sees.  54  et  seq.,  225,  692. 
plying  the  doctrine    of    injuria  sine  For    example,    Mr.    Justice     Shaw 
damno  between  appropriators  is  con-  lately    said     in     the     supreme    court 
sidered  elsewhere.     Supra,  sec.  642.  of   California:     "The    Martin    ranch 

2  Supra,  sec.  2  et  seq.  abutted  upon    the    stream    and    the 
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landowner  in  turn  has  in  it,  at  common  law,  a  natural  right  of  real 
property.  It  is  there  devoted  by  nature  to  public  use  (or  ^^publici 
juris*')  a  class  (in  settled  regions  which  the  common  law  contem- 
plates) of  the  public  defined  by  natural  situation.  Once  per- 
manently diverted  from  its  natural  situation  no  one  thereafter 
receiving  the  water  can  have  real  property  rights  in  the  natural 
resource,  nor  any  right  except  through  the  will  of  the  man  who 
has  taken  it  and  brought  it  to  the  new  locality.^  The  common  law, 
contemplating  a  settled  region,  will  not  permit  one  man  to  thus 
gather  up  in  himself  alone  the  whole  natural  resource  by  taking 
it  from  the  riparian  public;  but  only  if  he  takes  it  from  that  class 
of  the  public  for  distribution  to  or  use  of  some  other  class  of  the 
public  (that  is,  condemnation  for  public  use  under  the  law  of  emi- 
nent domain),  being  then  subject  to  public  regulation  (under  the 
law  of  public  service). 

Another  way  of  putting  it  is  that  a  nonriparian  owner,  if  he 
acquired  any  right  by  his  taking,  would  have  an  exclusive  right, 
owing  no  duties  to  the  riparian  owners  on  the  stream,  in  violation 
of  the  common-law  system  of  correlated  rights.  **Our  law,"  said 
Justice  Story,  **  awards  to  the  riparian  proprietors  the  right  to  the 
use  in  common,  as  one  incident  to  the  land ;  and  whoever  seeks  to 
found  an  exclusive  use  must  establish  a  rightful  appropriation  in 
some  manner  known  and  admitted  by  the  law"  '  [that  is,  by  grant, 
condemnation  or  prescription].  The  system  of  correlative  rights 
is  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  rights  in  nonriparan  owners  who 
would  not  enter  into  the  correlation. 

Still  another  way  of  putting  it  is  that  the  California  law  of 
** appropriation"  of  water  is  confined  to  the  public  domain;  part 


riparian  rights  attaching  to  said  lands 
by  reason  of  this  contiguity  were 
paramount  to  the  rights  of  any  ap- 
propriator.  Being  the  owners  of  the 
land  bordering  iU  banks,  they  could 
control  its  flow  and  prevent  others 
from  diverting  it  at  any  point  on 
their  lands.  There  was  no  evidence 
or  finding  that  the  plaintiffs  ever  ob- 
tained by  purchase  or  graYit  from  the 
owners  of  the  Martin  ranch  any  right 
whatever  either  to  maintain  the  ditch 
over  that  ranch,  or  to  use  the  water  of 
the  stream.  They  could  not  obtain 
it  in  any  other  way  except  by  pre- 
scription or  possibly  by  way  of 
estoppeL"    Davis  v.  Martin,  157  Cal. 


657,  108  Pac.  866.  (Italics  ours.) 
In  a  still  later  case  the  same  authority 
says:  "With  respect  to  the  Calkins 
land,  all  doubts  as  to  the  superior 
rights  of  the  owners  thereof  to  the 
use  of  the  waters  of  the  creek  thereon 
would  seem  to  be  settled  by  the  fact, 
appearing  throughout  the  evidence 
and  not  disputed,  that  these  lands  are 
riparian  to  the  stream  and  are  situ- 
ated above  the  point  of  diversion  of 
the  plaintiffs."  Perry  v.  Calkini 
(Cal.),  113  Pac.  136. 

4  SuprOf  sec.  56  et  seq. 

5  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason,  397, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,312. 
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of  the  general  idea  from  the  early  settlement  of  the  State  that  the 
indiscriminate  license  exercised  by  the  pioneers  upon  pablic  land 
musl  not  be  carried  against  private  landowners  also.  While,  in  the 
early  Colorado  cases,  ** necessity"  was  accepted  as  denying  to 
private  landowners  in  this  new  region  the  absolute  dominion  over 
their  estates,*  the  California,  court  has  always  opposed  such  ideas 
as  appeared,  if  extended  against  private  landowners,  to  be  de- 
structive of  property  rights,  and  feared  lest  the  peculiar  relations 

* 

and  character  of  rights  on  the  public  domain  should  be  invoked 
as  applicable  to  private  property  and  '^result  in  a  system  of  judicial 
condemnation  of  the  property  of  one  citizen  to  answer  the  as- 
sumed paramount  necessity  or  convenience  of  another  citizen."^ 
It  was  the  aim  of  the  judges  that  the  law  of  private  land  should  be 
the  same  and  as  secure  in  California  as  in  any  other  part  of  the 
country,  as  the  legislature  in  its  first  session  had  declared  by  adopt- 
ing the  common  law  as  the  general  rule  of  decision.  And  it  is 
merely  one  application  of  this  attitude  that  the  California  courts 
have  always  confined  the  law  of  free  appropriation  to  waters  on 
the  public  domain,  just  as  they  confined  free  mining  to  the  metals 
there.'  Hence,  at  the  beginning,  the  law  of  appropriation,  under  the 
California  doctrine,  must  be  eliminated  from  the  following  discus- 
sion; for  that  system  has  no  application  in  California  to  streams 
flowing  over  or  by  private  lands.  The  question  is  one  wholly  within 
tho  common  law  of  riparian  rights  itself,  entirely  irrespective  of  the 
public  land  doctrine  of  free  appropriation. 

Any  statement  that  nonriparian  owners  have  rights  in  streams 
(except  by  grant,  condemnation  or  prescription),  if  meant  as  a 
statement  of  a  general  principle,  is  not  in  harmony  with  the 
philosophy  of  the  common  law ;  would  be  destructive  of  the  system 
and  its  aims;  and  whatever  discussion  we  may  enter  into  below, 
nothing  hereafter  said  is  intended  to  imply  that  the  common  law 
upholds  it 

(3d  ed.) 

§  816.  Damage  to  Present  Use  Immaterial. — ^Entirely  imma- 
terial is  any  inquiry  into  actual  present  damage  suffered  or  not 
suffered  by  the  riparian  proprietor  to  his  present  iLse.    Since  the 

•  Supra,  sec.  223.  *  We    have    elsewhere    traced     at 

-  ^                   XT  1    -    .*i  n-1  oTo       length  this    general    attitude    in  the 

T  Gregory  v.  Nelson,  41  Cal.  278,           ?     decisions     Suvra    aeea.   221  et 

at  290,  12  Men.  Min.  Eep.  124.  ;eq.,'^22ret  b4    ^    ' 
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riparian  proprietor's  right  is  not  created  by  use,  but  is  a  right  to  the 
undisturbed  use  of  his  land,  whether  present  or  future,  arising  out 
of  the  natural  situation  of  his  property  with  access  to  the  stream, 
and  he  may  use  the  water  when  he  will,  the  absence  of  actual  dam- 
age to  use  at  the  time  he  complains  does  not  prevent  the  act  of  the 
nonriparian  owner  being  wrongful;  even,  in  fact,  when  the  com- 
plaining proprietor  is  pot  himself  using,  nor  contemplating  to  use, 
the  water  at  all.  The  courts  will  act  at  law  by  giving  nominal 
damages,®  or  in  equity  by  injunction,  to  vindicate  his  right  of  future 
use  of  his  land,  which  right  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  land,  and  pre- 
vent its  loss  by  prescription,  and  which  future  use  is  (in  marked 
contrast  to  the  law  of  appropriation)  as  secure  to  him  as  any 
present  use.*^ 

This  matter  was  definitely  settled  in  California  in  Lux  v.  Hag- 
gin.^*  It  had,  however,  always  been  the  California  law,  as,  for 
example,  the  holding  in  the  note,  in  a  case  several  years  before 
Lux  V.  Haggin.^*  In  a  recent  California  case  it  is  said:  *'  ''Find- 
ing 15,  to  the  effect  that  a  large  part  of  each  of  the  tracts  de- 
scribed in  the  complaint  has  for  twenty-five  years  been  continuously 
cultivated  by  means  of  water  taken  from  the  stream  is,  it  is  con- 

•  Creighton  ▼.  Evans,  53  Cal.  55,  8  Watsonville  Co.,  150  Cal.  520,  89  Pac. 

Morr.  Min.  Rep.  123.  338;  Huffner  v.  Sawday  (1908),  163 

10  Creighton  v.  Evans,  53  CH,  55  >  Cal.  86,  94  Pac.  424;  MiUer  v.  Madera 
a  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  123;  Anaheim  etc.  Co.,  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22  L. 
Co.  V.  Semi-tropic  etc.  Co.,  64  CaL  R.  A.  391;  Miller  v.  Bay  Cities  Co., 
185,  30  Pac.  623;  Moore  v.  Clear  157  Cal.  256,  107  Pac.  115;  San 
Lake  W.  Co.,  68  Cal.  146,  8  Pac.  816;  Joaquin  etc.  Co.  v.  Fresno  etc.  Co. 
Stanford  v.  Felt,  71  Cal.  249,  16  Pac.  (Cal.  1910),  112  Pac.  182.  See -cases 
900;  Heilbron  v.  W.  Co.,  75  Cal.  117,  cited  in  various  preceding  chapters, 
17  Pac.  65;  Heilbron  v.  Fowler  etc.  such  as  sec.  117,  cases  following  the 
Co.,  75  Cal.  426,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  183,  "California  doctrine";  sec.  221  et  seq., 
17  Pac.  535 ;  Heilbron  v.  Land  Co.,  80  regarding  appropriations  on  private 
Cal.  189,  22  Pac.  62 ;  Last  Chance  etc.  land ;  sees.  498  et  seq.,  502,  505,  re- 
Co.  v.  Heilbron,  86  Cal.  1,  26  Pac.  garding  changes,  on  private  land,  of 
523;  Conkling  v.  Pac.  Imp.  Co.,  87  appropriations  made  while  the  land 
Cal.   293,    25    Pac.   399;     Walker   v.  was  public. 

Emerson,  89  Cal.  456,  26  Pac.  968;  The  leading  American  case  is  that 

Spargur  v.  Heard,  90  Cal.  221,  27  Pac.  of  Justice  Story  in  Webb  v.  Portland 

198;  Mott  v.  Ewing,  90  Cal.  231,  27  Cement  Co.,    3    Sum.    189,  Fed.  Cas. 

Pac.  194;  Hargrave  v.  Cook,  108  Cal.  ^o.     17,322.     The     leading     English 

72,  41   Pac.    18,    30    L.  R.  A.  390;  case  is  Swindon  W.  W.  v.  Wilts  etc. 

Gould  V.  Eaton,  117  Cal.  539,  49  Pac.  (j^    7  H   of  L   697 

S'  ^L^'cVl^e: Vf triJ-^';:  "  ««  Ca,.  255.  10  Pac.  674. 

158,  58  Pac.  442;  Southern  Cal.  etc.  ^^  Creighton  v.  Evans,  53  Cal.  56, 

Co.  v.  Wilshire,  144  Cal.  73,  77  Pac.  «  Morr.  Mm.  Rep.  123. 

767;  Anaheim  W.  Co.  v.  Fuller,  150  !»  Huffner  v.  Sawday,  153  Cal.  86, 

Cal.  327,  88  Pac'  978;  Duckworth  v.  94  Pac.  424  (Sloss,  J.}.    ItaHcs  onis. 
WaUr  Rights — 6S 
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tended,  contrary  to  the  evidence.  The  finding  on  this  point  is, 
so  far  as  concerns  the  plaintiffs  who  have  riparian  rights,  not  ma- 
terial. Their  right  to  restrain  the  diveraion,  by  others  than  riparian 
owners  i  of  water  which  would,  if -undisturbed,  flow  past  their  lands, 
does  not  rest  upon  the  extent  to  which  they  have  used  the  water,  nor 
upon  the  injury  which  might  be  done  to  their  present  use.  Even 
if  these  plaintiffs  had  never  made  any  use  of  the  water  flowing  past 
their  land,  they  had  the  right  to  have  it  continue  in  its  customary 
flow,  subject  to  such  diminution  as  might  result  from  reasonable  use 
by  other  riparian  proprietors.  This  is  a  right  of  property,  a  *part 
and  parcel'  of  the  land  itself,  and  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  have 
restrained  any  act  which  would  infringe  upon  this  right.  *' 

The  riparian  right  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  riparian  land,  not 
depending  upon  actual  use,  as  contrasted  with  an  appropriation 
which  depends  on  beneficial  use. 

Upon  this  rule,  that  actual  present  damage  to  a  riparian  owner  is 
not  necessary  to  make  a  nonriparian  owner's  diversion  wrongful^ 
the  authorities  are  emphatic.^* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  817.    Reasonableness  in  Its  Correlative  Sense  is  Immaterial 

A  fortiori,  the  term  ** reasonable  use"  in  the  law  of  riparian  rights 
(denoting  an  equality  of  sharing  the  water's  benefits  for  the  equal 
correlative  use  of  all  land  having  natural  access  to  it  by  natural 
situation;  that  is,  an  equality  in  the  use  of  all  riparian  land)  has 
no  place  in  favor  of  nonriparian  lands  or  their  owners.  There  can 
be  no  question  of  reasonableness  of  an  impairment  of  a  riparian 
estate,  when  that  impairment  is  not  for  the  benefit  of  another 
riparian  estate,  but  is  instead  for  exclusive  use  on  nonriparian  land 
or  by  nonriparian  owners.  Riparian  owners  are  entitled  to  a  rea- 
sonable use  of  their  own  lands,  though  to  an  interference  with  a 
neighbor,  because  they  are  equal  in  right  for  that. purpose;  non- 
riparian lands  or  owners  can  never  claim  this  equality  with  them. 
**I  consider  that  the  rights  of  a  riparian  proprietor,  with  respect 


14  A  statute  was  introduced  in  the 
California  legislature  in  1909  (but 
failed  to  pass)  "limiting"  riparian 
rights  against  nonriparian  owners  to 
the  water  reasonably  necessary  for 
riparian  irrigation,  watering  stock, 
domestic  uses  and  other  actual  bene- 
ficial uses,  and  only  when  actually  in 
use   therefor.    This    would    obviously 


be  unconstitutional.  Whatever  may 
be  urged  as  to  use  as  bounding  the 
riparian  right,  it  is  obvious  that 
future  use  must  be  guarded  as  much 
as  present  use.  The  California  water- 
power  act  of  1911  expressly  declares 
that  it  shall  not  impair  rights  vested 
at  the  time  use  is  sought  under  the 
act.    Stats.  1911,  e.  406,  sec.  14. 
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to  the  stream,  are  limited  only  by  those  of  persons  in  a  similar  or 
analogous  position  with  respect  to  the  stream  as  himself. ' '  ^^ 

There  are,  indeed,  decisions  admitting  nonriparian  use  into  such 
equality  with  riparian  uses,  and  inquiring  whether  the  nonriparian 
use  was  ** reasonable,"  just  as  between  riparian  uses.  The  matter 
has  been  one  in  which  great  confusion  existed.  It  found  its  way 
into  some  California  cases.^®  ijikewise  in. England,  it  was  in  one 
case  held  that  nonriparian  use  was  permissible  if  it  was  a  *  *  reason- 
able use''  on  the  same  terms  as  use  on  the  riparian  lands  them- 
selves," but  this  was  emphatically  overruled  in  a  later  case  in  the 
House  of  Lords.**  It  has  likewise  been  held  to  be  the  law  of  New 
Hampshire  that  water  may  be  taken  for  sale  to  nonriparian  owners, 
if  only  a  ** reasonable  use,''  ^^  and  of  Vermont,^*^  and  there  is  some- 
thing to  the  same  effect  in  a  Massachusetts  case.^^  But,  upon  prin- 
ciple, they  cannot  stand  upon  this  ground,  and  in  the  law  of  Cali- 
fornia, after  some  confusion,  it  is  now  definitely  settled  that  the 
question  of  ** reasonable  use"  which  governs  between  riparian 
owners  or  uses  does  not  in  any  way  concern  a  nonriparian  owner 
or  nonriparian  use.  We  quote,  so  far  as  concerns  this  matter,  the 
recent  opinion  of  Mr.  Justice  Sloss  upon  rehearing  in  the  case  of 
Millei  &  Lux  V.  Madera  Canal  Co. :  ^ 

**The  argument  that  the  method  of  irrigation  adopted  by  plain- 
tiff, i.  e.,  that  of  having  the  annual  increased  flow  of  the  river 
spread  over  its  lands,  was  not  a  reasonable  use  of  the  water,  can 
have  no  weight  in  this  case.  The  doctrine  that  a  riparian  owner 
is  limited  to  a  reasonable  use  of  the  water  applies  only  as  between 
different  riparian  proprietors.  As  against  an  appropriator  who 
seeks  to  divert  water  to  nonriparian  lands,  the  riparian  owner  is 
entitled  to  restrain  any  diversion  which  will  deprive  him  of  the 


15  Channel,  B.,  in  Nuttall  v.  Brace- 
weU,  L.  R.  2  Ex.  1. 

i«  Infra,  sec.  826  et   seq. 

17  Earl  of  Sandwich  v.  Railway 
Co.,  10  Ch.  D.  707.  See,  also,  Nor- 
bury  V.  Earl  of  Kitchin,  3  Fost.  & 
F.  292,  9  Jur.,  N.  S.,  132. 

18  McCartney  v.  Londonderry  Ry. 
Co.,  [1904]  App.  Cas.  301. 

i»  Gillis  V.  Chase,  67  N.  H.  161, 
68  Am.  St.  Rep.  64,  31  Atl.'  18  j  Jones 
V.  Aqueduct,  62  N.  H.  488. 

20  Lawrie  v.  Silsby,  76  Vt.  240,  104 
Am.  St.  Rep.  927,  56  Atl.  1106;  Same 
V.    Same.    82    Vt.    505,    74    Atl.    94. 


affirmed     in     Perci\'al     v.     Williams 
(1909),  82  Vt.  531,  74  Atl.  321. 

21  Elliott  V.  Fitchburg  Ry.,  10 
Cush.  191,  57  Am.  Dec.  85. 

22  (1909),  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502, 
22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  391.  See,  also. 
Miller  v.  Bay  Cities  W.  Co.,  157  Cal. 
256,  107  Pac.  115.  The  same  had 
been  laid  down  in  Lux  v.  Haggin  at 
suit  of  the  same  plaintiff,  but  owing 
to  the  unsatisfying  results  of  the  rule 
in  an  unsettleil  region,  and  to  the  fact 
that  the  opinion  in  Lux  v.  Haggin  was 
so  extremely  l.ing  that  it  was  seldom 
read,  the  point  had  again  come  in 
doubt. 
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* 

customary  flow  of  water  which  is  or  may  be  beneficial  to  his  land. 
He  is  not  limited  by  any  measure*  of  reasonableness.  If  any  doubt 
ever  existed  on  this  point,  none  can  remain  since  the  recent  deci- 
sion of  this  court  in  Anaheim  Union  Water  Co.  v.  Fuller.®  The 
cases  relied  on  to  show  that  the  riparian  owner  is  entitled  to  only 
a  reasonable  use  of  the  water  were  all  cases  of  controversies  be- 
tween owners  of  different  parcels  of  land  riparian  to  the  same 
stream.  Virtually  the  same  point  is  presented  by  the  argument  that 
plaintiff  is  not  limiting  itself  to  the  most  economical  manner  of 
using  the  water.  This  is  not  an  objection  which  may  be  raised  by 
an  appropriator  who  seeks  to  divert  water  of  the  stream  to  non- 
riparian  lands  **  ^ 

Possibly  the  law  might  have  taken  a  different  course  in  the  West, 
where  a  stream  is  partly  on  public  and  partly  on  private  land,  so 
that  such  dual  position  of  the  stream  would  leave  a  riparian  right 
in  the  United  States,  upon  whose  great  extent  of  lands  any  use 
might  (had  the  law  taken  that  course)  have  been  regarded  as 
riparian,  and  the  question  would  then  have  been  legitimately  one  of 
"reasonableness*'  between  riparian  proprietors  where  the  upper 
use  was  on  lands  of  the  United  States.  This  was  urged  in  the 
briefs  in  Lux  v.  Haggin,  but  received  no  consideration  from  the 
court.  It  was  again  urged  only  on  one  occasion,  and  then  the  court 
said:  **We  see  nothing  in  the  suggestion  that  defendant  is  pre- 
sumably the  licensee  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  United 
States,  being  an  upper  riparian  proprietor,  could  take  a  reasonable 
ijuantity  of  water  as  against  the  lower  riparian  owner.  A  riparian 
proprietor  may  not  authorize,  as  against  a  lower  proprietor  a  com- 
pany to  take  water  from  the  stream  to  be  conducted  at  a  distance 
and  sold. '  *  ^*  And  this  matter  must  now  be  regarded  as  settled  by 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Justice  Sloss. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  818.    The  Wrong  (Where  No  Present  Damage  to  Use)  CSon- 

sistg  in  the  Deterioration,  to  Any  Degree,  of  the  Riparian  Estate 

resulting  from  loss  of  future  use  of  the  water,  a  deterioration  which 
must  be  submitted  to  in  favor  of  other  riparian  use  to  a  reasonable 
degree,  but  to  no  degree  at  all  in  favor  of  nonriparian  use. 

23  150   Cal.   327,   88   Pac.   978,   11  24  Heilbron  v.  Fowter  etc.  Go.,  75 

L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  1062.  Cal.  426,  7  Am.  Bt.  Eep.  183,  17  Pac, 

535. 
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This  idea  is  given  in  practically  all  of  the  important  cases  giving 
the  reason  for  the  rule  allowing  relief  against  nonriparian  owners 
or  use  without  present  damage. 

In  one  of  the  leading  American  cases  it  is  put  by  Chief  Justice 
Shaw  of  Massachusetts,  that  there  is  a  wrong,  ''if  it  causes  a  sub- 
stantial and  actual  damage  to  the  proprietor  below  by  diminishing 
the  value  of  his  land,  though,  at  the  time,  he  has  no  mill  or  other 
work  to  sustain  present  damage."^  In  other  cases,  **as  will  be 
detrimental  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  stream  by  the  com- 
plainants/*^ or  **the  plaintiff's  premises  would  sell  for  less";^ 
or,  **They  had  no  property  in  the  water,  and  it  had  no  value  to  them 
independent  of  their  land  or  real  property,  and,  therefore,  its  value 
to  them  was  measured  by  the  injury  which  its  diversion  inflicted 
upon  their  real  property  to  which  the  water  was  appurtenant,'** 
or,  ''It  is  true,  as  the  plaintiff  contends,  that  to  maintain  an  action 
he  is  not  obliged  to  show  in  his  use  of  the  land,  actual  present  dam- 
ages. It  is  enough  if  it  appears  that  an  injurious  effect  is  pro- 
duced upon  his  property  by  the  maintenance  of  the  dam,  such  as 
to  diminish  its  value,  if  the  defendant,  by  lapse  of  time,  should  ac- 
quire a  right  to  maintain  the  dam";*  or,  **The  plaintiff  is  not 
limited  in  her  user  of  the  water  as  she  has  been  accustomed  to  use 
it,  but  she  has  a  right  to  bring  an  action  for  the  impairment  of 
such  prospective  use  as  she  might  reasonably  make  of  th^  water.^'^ 
Shaw,  C.  J.,  in  a  Massachusetts  case,®  ruled:  **And  although  the 
plaintiff  has  sustained  no  present  damage,  because  she  has  had 
no  mill  on  it,  or  otherwise  used  it  for  any  agricultural  or  manufac- 
turing purpose,  yet  such  diversion  would  prevent  beneficial  use  of  it 
hereafter,  and  thus  impair  the  value  of  the  estate."  Chancellor 
Kent  expressed  it  as  being  that  ^*he  will  lose  the  comfort  and  use  of 
the  stream  for  farming  and  domestic  purposes.^ ^"^  In  other  cases 
it  is  put  that  the  wrong  lies  in  that  it  may  ^'defeat  any  subsequent 


25  Elliott  V.  Fitchburg  Ry.,  10 
Gush.  191,  57  Am.  Dec.  85. 

1  Higgins  V.  Flemington  W.  Co., 
36  N.  J.  Eq.  538,  framing  decree  to 
enjoin  nonriparian  city  supply  only 
to  that  extent. 

2  Bower  v.  Hill,  1  Bing.,  N.  S., 
549,  2  Scott,  535. 

3  Matter  of  Thompson,  85  Hun, 
438,  32  N.  Y.  Supp.  897. 

4  StimRon  v.  Inhabitants  of  Brook- 
line  (19ri8),  197  Mass.  568,  125  Am. 
St.  Koy.  :^S2,  83  N.  E.  893,  16  L.  R. 
A.,  N.  S.,  280,  14  Ann.  Caa.  907.     So 


it  has  been  actually  held  that  the 
measure  of  damages  for  diversion  of 
a  stream  for  nonriparian  use  on 
eminent  domain  is  the  depreciation 
in  value  of  tJ^e  riparian  land.  Infra, 
sec.  865.  See,  also,  Cincinnati  Co. 
V.  Gillispie,  130  Ky.  213,  113  S.  W. 
89,  measure  of  damages  for  pollution. 

6  Standen  v.  New  Rochelle  W.  Co., 
91  Hun,  275,  36  N.  Y.  Supp.  92. 

«  Newhall     v.     Iveson,      8     Gush. 
(Mass.)  595,  54  Am.  Dec.  790. 

7  Gardner  v.  Village  of  Newburgh 
(1816),  2  Johns.  CU  164,  165. 
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use/^^  or  ** which  would  abridge  his  present  or  potential  use  of  his 
property."'  In  an  early  Scotch  case:^®  **No  man  is  entitled  to 
divert  the  course  of  a  river  or  of  any  of  its  branches,  which  would 
be  depriving  others  of  their  right,  viz.,  the  use  of  the  water."  Or, 
in  more  general  terms:  "There  is  a  present  injury  to  the  right  of 
property,  if  it  is  impossible  to  predicate  that  it  may  not  produce 
serious  damage  in  future,  though  the  complaining  party  is  not  yet 
in  a  position  to  qualify  present  damage."  ^^f 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  question  is  of  impairing  the  use  of  the 
riparian  land,  not  a  question  of  directly  interfering  with  the  use 
of  the  water  itself.  The  riparian  right  is  one  to  the  use  of  the 
land  by  means  of  the  water,  which  draws  the  use  of  water  to  it  as 
an  incident ;  the  use  of  water  is  not  the  principal  thing.^  Analogies 
may  be  found  in  other  branches  of  the  law.  **The  owner  of  land 
has  a  right  to  support  from  the  adjoining  soil ;  not  a  right  to  have 
the  adjoining  soil  remain  in  its  natural  state  (which  right,  if  it 
existed,  would  be  infringed  as  soon  as  any  excavation  was  made 
in  it) ;  but  a  right  to  have  the  benefit  of  support."^  An  excava- 
tion which  causes  no  present  caving,  but  which,  in  a  couple  of 
years,  after  rains,  would  then  cause  caving,  would  probably  be  ac- 
tionable from  the  start.  Likewise,  in  jurisdictions  recognizing 
rights  in  light,  a  tree  which  cuts. off  no  light  now,  but  which  in  a 
couple  of -years  would  grow  so  as  to  cut  off  all  light,  would  also 
probably  be  actionable  when  planted  at  all.^  In  determining  upon 
an  injunction,  **  regard  must  be  had  to  the  effect  of  the  nuisance 
upon  the  value  of  the  estate,  and  upon  the  prospect  of  dealing  with 
it  to  advantage."* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  819.    Nonriparian  Diversion  Usually  Held  Per  Se  a  Detri- 
ment.— Having  seen  that  damage  to  present  use  need  not  be  shown, 


8  Crooker  v.  Bragg,  10  Wend.  (N. 
Y.)  260,  25  Am.  Dec.  555;  or,  an 
instruction  respecting  damage  is 
wrong  if  it  charges  the  jury  to"  re- 
gard only  plaintiff's  land  "as  it  was, 
and  not  with  reference  to  the  future." 
New  York  Rubber  Co.  v.  Rothery, 
132  N.  Y.  293,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  575, 
30  N.  E.  841. 

9  Clark  V.  Penn,  Ry.,  145  Pa.  438, 
27  Am.  St.  Rep.  710,  22  Atl.  989. 

10  Magistrates  v.  Elphinstone  (1768), 
3  Karnes,  331. 

U  Lord  Blackburn  in  Orr  Ewing  v. 
Golquhoun^  2  App.  Cas.  853. 


32  See  infra,  sees.  1118  et  seq.,  1140 
et  seq.,  percolating  water. 

1  Lord  Blackburn,  in  Dalton  y. 
Angus,  6  App.  Cas.  808. 

2  See  Colls  v.  Home  and  Colonial 
Stores,  [1904]  App.  Cas.  179.  We 
refer  to  this  for  the  principle,  though 
the  doctrine  of  ancient  lights  is  not 
in  force  to  the  same  extent  in  this 
country  as  in  England. 

3  Lord  Cranworth,  C,  in  Atty. 
Gen.  V.  Sheffield,  Gas  &  Elect.  Co./3 
De  Gex.,  M.  &  0.  304,  43  £ng.  Re- 
print, 119. 


§810 


Cb.35.    AGAINST  NONRIPARIAN  OWNERS.     (3d  ed.)  871 


and  that  any  question  of  "reasonable"  nonriparian  use  cannot  exist, 
the  common-law  ruling  has  predominantly  .been  that  there  is  no 
room  left  for  any  further  inquiry.  The  usual  ruling  has  been 
throughout  the  common  law,  in  California  as  well  as  in  the  East 
and  in  England,  that  any  nonriparian  diversion  whatever  is  per 
se  actionable  (unless  it  be  so  comparatively  insignificant  in  quan- 
tity as  to  be  within  the  rule,  "de  minimis  non  curat  lex'^) ;  and  so 
the  general  rule  of  pleading  is  that  a  plaintiff  riparian  owner,  as 
against  a  nonriparian  owner  or  nonriparian  use,  need  allege,  in  this 
regard,  nothing  more  than  that  the  stream  flows  by  or  through  his 
land.* 

A  statement  representative  of  the  usual  ruling  is  given  by  Mr. 
Justice  Henshaw  in  a  California  case,  saying  that  a  riparian  pro- 
prietor's right  is  a  usufructuary  one  for  the  use  of  his  own  land, 
and  holding:  **If  his  needs  do  not  prompt  him  to  make  any  use  of 
them,  he  still  has  the  right  to  have  them  flow  onto,  and  along,  and 
over  his  land  in  their  usual  way,  excepting  as  the  accustomed  flow 
may  be  changed  by  the  act  of  God,  or  as  the  amount  of  it  may 
be  decreased  by  the  reasonable  use  of  upper  owners  and  riparian 
proprietors."*^  This  statement  represents  the  usual  holding  in 
California ;  especially  within  the  last  ten  years  it  has  been  the  almost 
universal  holding  there  as  elsewhere  (with  some  earlier  exceptions 
hereafter  noted).*  For  example,  it  has  been  said  in  recent  Cali- 
fornia cases  that  the  riparian  owner  has  **  perhaps,  as  to  other  than 
riparian  owners,  the  right  to  prevent  any  substantial  diminution 
of  the  amount  of  water  which  would  naturally  flow  to  his  land";^ 
and  that  a  nonriparian  owner  is  per  se  a  trespasser  upon  the  rights 
of  a  riparian  owner  froyn  the  beginning,^  Again,  "being  a  riparian 
owner,  he  has  a  right  to  the  flow  of  the  entire  stream  as  against 
any  diminution  thereof  by  one  who  is  not  a  riparian  owner."  ®  In 
Lux  V.   Haggin,^^  the  California-  court  said:   "Undoubtedly,   as 


4  Infra,  sees.  883,  884. 

6  Hargrave  t.  Cook,  108  Cal.  72, 
41  Pac.  18,  30  L.  R.  A.  390. 

6  Lists  of  California  cases  to  this 
effect  are  given  elsewhere,  viz.,  «i*pra, 
sec.  117  (California  doctrine)  ;  supra, 
sees.  221,  229  (appropriation  confined 
to  public  land) ;  supra,  sec.  816 
(present  damage  to  use) ;  supra,  sec. 
817  ("reasonableness  immaterial"). 
See  especially  Creighton  v.  Evans,  53 
Cal.  56,  8  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  123,  de- 
cided before  Lux  v.  Haggin,  and  a 
model  of  concisenesa. 


7  Mr.  Justice  Shaw,  in  Duckworth 
V.  Watsonville  etc.  Co.,  150  Cal.  520, 
89  Pac.  338. 

8  Mr.  Justice  Shaw,  in  Anaheim 
W.  Co.  v.  Fuller,  150  Cal.  327,  88  Pac. 
978. 

0*  Gould  V.  Eaton,  117  Cal.  543,  49 
Pac.  577,  38  L.  R.  A.  181.  This  is 
expressly  disapproved  in  San  Joaquin 
Co.  V.  Fresno  Flume  Co.  (Cal.  1910), 
112  Pac.   182. 

10  69  Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674. 

In  Cal.  etc.  Co.  v.  Enterprise  etc, 
Co.,  127  Fed.  741,  at  742,  743,  it  is 
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Co.  V.  Fresno  Plume  Co.^  the  court,  speaking  of  nonriparian  use 
against  a  riparian  owner,  said  through  Mr.  Justice  Henshaw: 
**Even  if  at  common  law  or  under  the  civil  law  it  was  a  part  of 
the  usufructuary  right  of  the  riparian  owner  to  have  the  water  flow 
by  for  no  purpose  other  than  to  afford  him  pleasure  in  its  prospect, 
such  is  not  the  rule  of  decision  in  this  State.  The  lower  claimant 
must  show  damage  to  justify  a  court  of  equity  in  restraining  an 
upper  claimant  from  his  beneficial  use  of  the  water";  and  after 
quoting  at  length  from  the  Modoc  case»  defines  the  term  ** damage" 
in  this  regard  as  meaning:  *'0f  course  the  riparian  proprietor's 
rights  are  not  measured  by  the  amount  of  water  which  he  is  actu- 
ally using  at  the  time  of  his  action.  In  this  sense  the  actual  present 
damage  ceases  to  be  of  great  consequence,  but  its  place  is  taken 
by  the  necessary  and  consequential  damage  which  would  follow 
to  his  land  if  the  unauthorized  act  of  the  upper  appropriator  [non- 
riparian  user]  were  allowed  to  ripen  into  a  prescriptive  right."  ^® 

There  are  other  California  cases  going  much  further  than  the 
Modoc  case,  and  bringing  in  the  untenable  ground  of  ''reasonable 
use"  which  governs  riparian  owners  between  themselves.  A  ripa- 
rian proprietor  has  been  held  to  have  a  right  against  an  appropriator 
for  nonriparian  use  only  to  the  extent  of  the  amount  necessary  for 
use  on  the  riparian  land."  In  Senior  v.  Anderson,^®  an  appropria- 
tion was  made  against  a  riparian  owner,  and  was  upheld  as  to  the 
surplus  over  the  quantity  that  could  be  beneficially  used  by  the  ripa- 
rian owner.^®    Another  case  has  gone  even  further.     In  Riverside 


and  Mr.  Justice  Shaw  in  Katz  v. 
Walkinshaw,  quoted  infra,  sec.  1047, 
and  Burr  v.  Maclav  R.  Co^  154 
CaL  428,  98  Pac.  260.  In  Hudson 
V.  Dailey,  156  Cal.  617,  105  Pac. 
748,  the  court  said  it  saw  no  reason 
why  the  law  of  riparian  rights  on 
stream:]  should  differ  in  this  matter 
from  the  new  law  of  percolating 
water.  See  generally  the  discussion 
under  the  law  of  percolating  water, 
infra,  sec.  1154  et  seq. 

15  (Cal.  1910),  112  Pac.  182. 

16  Since,  however,  the  opinion 
closes  by  saying  that  both  parties  in 
the  case  at  bar  were  in  fact  riparian 
owners  making  riparian  use,  the  case 
is  not  actual  authority  in  regard  to 
nonriparian  use. 

17  Senior  v.  Anderson,  130  Cal. 
290,  62  Pac.  563;  Riverside  etc.  Co. 
V.  Gage,   89   Cal.   420,   26   Pac.  889; 


Beatty,  G.  J.  See,  also,  the  dissent- 
ing opinion  of  the  Chief  Justice  in 
Baxter  v.  Gilbert,  125  Cal.  580,  58 
Pac.   129    374. 

18  130  Cal.  290,  at  296,  62  Pac.  563. 

18  The  court  said:  "It  is  con- 
tended by  respondents  that  Senior 
acquired  no  rights  by  his  notice  and 
the  actual  (liversion  of  the  water  in 
October,  1887;  that  riparian  rights 
had  before  that  attached  to  the 
lands  of  Mrs.  Hines,  she  having 
proved  up  and  claimed  her  final  cer- 
tificate of  purchase.  There  is  no 
merit  in  this  contention.  Her  ri- 
parian rights  could  only  entitle  her 
to  a  reasonable  use  of  the  water 
upon  her  riparian  lands,  but  having 
before  she  acquired  title  from  the 
United  States  appropriated  more 
water  than  was  required  for  bene- 
ficial uses  upon  said  land,  she  could 
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W.  Co.  V.  Gage  ^  it  was  held  that  a  riparian  owner  must,  in  a  suit 
with  the  appropriator,  actually  allege  in  his  pleading  the  facts  show- 
ing the  quantity  necessary  for  his  riparian  use,  beyond  which  the 
surplus  may  be  appropriated;  the  burden  of  disproving  a  surplus 
was  strongly  placed  upon  the  riparian  owner,^^  and  the  case  has 
been  very  recently  reaffinned.^  There  are  still  other  California 
authorities  unconsciously  acting  upon  the  same  idea,^  such  as  those 


acquire  no  right  to  any  additional 
quantity  under  the  law  of  riparian 
rights."  (Under  the  more  recent 
decisions  she  would  have  been  entitled 
to  the  entire  flow,  irrespective  of  pos- 
sible use.) 

20  89  Cal.  410,  420,  26  Pac.  889. 

21  The  court  said:  "But  in  addi- 
tion to  the  appropriations  upon  which 
the  defendant  seems  mainly  to  have 
relied,  he  did  allege  in  his  answer 
that  he  was  the  owner  of  a  tract  of 
land  containing  .about  twenty-six 
hundred  acres,  through  and  over 
which  the  Santa  Ana  River  flowed 
for  a  distance  of'  about  three  miles, 
and  that  most  of  the  tract  was 
susceptible  of,  and  would  be  benefited 
by,  irrigation.  He  did  not,  however, 
allege  that  he  was  entitled  as  a 
riparian  owner  to  any  definite  quan- 
tity of  water  for  the  irrigation  of 
his  riparian  lands,  nor  did  he  allege 
any  facts  showing,  or  tending  to 
show,  what  proportion  of  the  waters 
of  the  stream  he  could  reasonably 
exhaust  for  that  purpose.  Nor  is  it 
alleged  whether  his  land  was  above 
or  below  the  point  of  plaintiff's 
diversion.  In  short,  we  tnink  the 
answer  insufficient  to  raise  any  issue 
as  to  the  extent  of  defendant's  right 
as  a  mere  riparian  proprietor  to 
divert  and  exhaust  any  portion  of 
the  stream."  His  opponent  here  re- 
lied solely  on  rights  of  appropriation ; 
and  the  more  recent  decisions  would 
have  made  the  extent  of  riparian 
needs  immaterial,  excepting  that  two 
very  recent  cases  have  again  laid 
down  and  approved  the  rule  of  the 
Riverside  ca«e.  Montecito  Co.  v. 
Santa  Barbara  (second  appeal),  151 
Cal.  377,  90  Pac'  935,  and  Wut- 
chumna  W.  Co.  v.  Pogiie,  151  Cal. 
112,  90  Pac.  362.  See  likewise  San 
T^is  W.  Co.  V.  Estrada,  117  Cal.  182, 
48  Pac.   1075. 

22  Cases  just  cited« 


23  See  the  storm-water  cases,  infra. 
See,  also,  Charnock  v.  Higuerra,  111 
Cal.  471,  at  477,  52  Am.  St.  R«p. 
195,  44  Pac.  171,  32  L.  R.  A..  190; 
.Coleman  v.  Le  Franc,  137  Cal.  214, 
69  Pac.  1011  (reasonableness  adopted 
as  test  between  a  riparian  and  a  non- 
riparian  owner).  Professor- Pomeroy 
said:  ''But  the  larger  and  permanent 
rivers  of  the  State,  the  San  Joaquin, 
and  its  afiluents  like  the  Merced, 
the  Tuolumne,  the  Calaveras,  and 
others  coming  down  from  the 
lieights  of  the  Sierras,  and  the 
Sacramento  with  its  shnilar  branches, 
the  Bear,  the  Yuba,  the  Feather,  and 
others,  when  not  polluted  by  hy- 
draulic mining,  if  reasonably  and 
properly  controlled  and  utilized,  can 
certainly  furnish  an  adequate  and 
constant  supply  of  water,  for  the 
purpose  of  irrigation,  to  vast  com- 
munities of  landowners  in  addition 
to  the  riparian  proprietors  upon  their 

very     banks Communities     of 

owners  at  a  distance  from  the  larger 
streams  should  be  entitled  to  reach 
and  appropriate  this  excess  of  their 
waters  after  the  wants  of  the  riparian 
proprietors  are  reasonably  satisfied, 
without  any  condemnation  or  pay- 
ment of  compensation,  since  sucn  a 
use  would  not  substantially  afed  any 
rights  held  by  the  riparian  proprie- 
tors on  the  streams After  the 

reasonable  needs  of  the  riparian 
proprietors  have  been  fairly  and  rea- 
sonably ascertained  and  satisfied,  all 
the  excess  of  the  waters  of  any  such 
stream  belongs  of  right,  for  the  pur-  ' 
poses  of  irrigation,  to  those  communi- 
ties of  nonriparian  landowners  who 
are  so  situated,  geographically  and 
topographically,  that  they  can  in  the 
best  manner  appropriate  and  utilize 
such  surplus  of  the  witers."  Pomeroy 
on  Riparian  Rights,  sees.  155,  156, 
158,  160. 
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inquiring  into  the  quantity  of  riparian  land  belonging  to  the  ripa- 
rian owner  ;^^  and  such  as  those  prohibiting  waste  by  a  riparian 
owner  against  nonriparian  use  helow,^  especially  a  recent  case 
where  the  court  forced  the  riparian  owner  to  let  the  surplus  go  by 
in  order  that  it  may  be  taken  to  nonriparian  lands  below,  and 
afiSrmatively  helped  the  nonriparian  diversion  by  quieting  title  to 
it  against  the  upper  riparian  use.^ 


24  In  Boehmer  v.  Big  Bock  Irr. 
Dist.,  117  Cal.  19,  48  Pac.  908,  de- 
fendant appears  to  have  been  a  non- 
riparian owner,  diverting  water 
from  an  existing  riparian  owner^ 
Such  diversion  was  allowed  after 
affirming  the  judgment  which  "en- 
titles the  plaintiff  to  the  reasonable 
and  necessary  use  of  water  there- 
from for  domestic  and  irrigation  pur- 
poses," and  'iimits  plaintiff's  riparian 
rights  to  those  quarter  sections 
through  which  the  stream  runs"  (page 
24).  Yet  unless  the  needs  of  those 
quarter  sections  were  material,  he 
would  have  had  an  unlimited  right 
to  the  entire  flow,  irrespective  of 
what  other  lands  he  owned.  See 
supra,  sec.  771,  "riparian  land." 

25  In  Barneich  v.  Mercy,  136  Cal. 
205,  68  Pac.  589,  nonriparian  owner 
enjoined  waste  hy  riparian  owner, 
without  inquiring  whether  nonri- 
parian appropriation  was  acquired 
while  defendant's  land  was  public. 

In  Mentone  Irr.  Co.  v.  Redlands 
Co.  (1909),  155  Cal.  323,  100  Pac. 
1082,  22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  382,  17 
Ann.  Caa.  1222,  the  court  says:  **We 
have  little  doubt  that  plaintiff  [a 
lower  nonriparian  user]  would  be  en- 
titled to  some  relief  [against  a 
wasting  upper  riparian  owner]." 

1  In  this  case  (Arroyo  D.  Co.  'v. 
Baldwin,  155  Cal.  280,  100  Pac.  874), 
a  corporation  making  nonriparian 
use  of  part  of  its  water  was  granted 
an  injunction  against  an  upper 
riparian  owner  who  took  three  hun- 
dred inches  more  than  the  upper 
riparian  needs  required.  The  court 
livntcd  the  upper  riparian  owner 
(Baldwin)  to  two  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  inches  on  the  ground  that 
"It  is  also  found  that  only  a  part 
of  Baldwin's  land  is  susceptible  of 
irrigation;  that  some  of  it  is  damp 
and  moist  land  requiring  no  irriga- 
tioa;  that  some  needs  but  slight  irri- 


gation ;  that  wells  upon  Baldwin's  land 
supply   water   in   abundance    for    do- 
mestic   use;    and    that    two    hundred 
and     eighty-nine     inches     of     water 
under   four-inch  pressure  is  essential 
for  irrigation  for  the  successful  culti- 
vation and  production  of  crops  on  all 
the  said  land  of  the  appellant  which 
is   susceptible    of    and   requires    irri- 
gation;" and  said:   "It  is  immaterial 
to    this    discussion    whether    or    not 
some   of   the   water   taken   from   the 
stream   by   respojident    [plaintiff]    is 
carried    beyond    the    watershed.     Ap- 
pellawt    [defendant    riparian    owner] 
is  limited  in  his  right  to  the  use  of 
water  upon  his  riparian  land  within 
the    watershed    of    the    stream.    He 
may   take   his    proper   proportion   of 
the  water.     The  surplus  must  be  re- 
turned  to    the   channel   of   the   river 
at   the   lower   boundary   line   of   his 
land.    After    he    has    thus    used    his 
legitimaU  part  of  the  water  he  can- 
not   object    to    its    diversion    to    any 
beneficial  use  by  the   lower  riparian 
pwners    and    appropriators    or    their 
successors  in  interest." 

This  case  says  that  a  riparian 
right  is  limited  to  riparian  needs  in 
favor  of  nonriparian  surplus  use  be- 
low. After  the  water  has  gone  by 
the  riparian  owner,  he  has  no  con- 
cern in  it,  it  is  true;  but  this  case 
made  him  let  it  go  by;  enjoined 
him  from  acting  upon  it  before  it 
^ot  by  him;  ^ave  affirmative  aid  and 
nelp  (injunction  and  quieting  title) 
to  the  nonriparian  use  which  re- 
stricted a  riparian  owner.  Under  it 
a  nonriparian  use  at  a  stream's 
mouth  can  prevail  against  all  ri- 
parian proprietors  above,  as  to  the 
surplus  over  their  needs,  in  irrecon- 
cilable conflict  with  Miller  v.  Madera 
Co.,  considered  supra,  sec.  817.  How- 
ever, the  case  of  People  ex  rel.  Ricks 
etc.  Co.  V.  Elk  River  Co.,  107  Cal.,  at 
226,  48  Am.  St.  Rep.  121,  40  Pac.  486, 
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§  823.  Some  Bnlings  in  Other  Common-Law  Gonrts. — The  gen- 
eral attitude  of  the  Western  Federal  courts  is  to  allow  same 
nonriparian  diversion.  In  eases  of  water  to  which  a  military 
or  Indian  reservation  is  riparian,  surplus  iionriparian  diversions  by 
private  parties  have  been,  to  some  extent,  allowed.  To  any  extent 
which  would  impair  use  of  the  water  on  the  reservation  in  the  future 
to  its  full  possibilities  (whether  now  fully  or  at  all  used  there  or 
not)  such  nonriparian  diversion  is  absolutely  enjoined;  but  they 
allow  nonriparian  diversions  of  any  surplus  over  the  quantity  which 
could,  at  any  time  even  in  the  future,  be  put  to  use  on  the  reserva- 
tion.* Even  between  private  parties  solely,  the  Federal  cour1;f3  have, 
in  effect,  upheld  nonriparian  diversions  of  such  surplus ,-  and,  where 
large  communities  were  involved,  have  apportioned  the  water  with 
little  regard  to  whether  some  were  nonriparian  owners  (appropri- 
ators)  and  some  riparian  owners.'  And  there  are  other  decisions 
of  the  Western  Federal  courts  allowing  some  nonriparian  diversion 
against  riparian  owners  under  the  common  law.^  A  decision  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States  may,  perhaps,  be  cited,  holding, 
in  a  New  Mexico  case,  that  a  statute  allowing  appropriations  of 
surplus  water  cannot  result  in  infringement  of  riparian  rights  even 
if  such  rights  exist  in  New  Mexico,  because  the  statute  expressly 
limits  the  appropriation  to  "surplus"  water.' 

Likewise  in  State  courts,  besides  the  California  cases  already 
noted,  there  are  minority  decisions  to  the  effect  that  such  a  surplus 
may  exist.  In  South  Dakota  a  nonriparian  diversion  has  been  up- 
held against  a  riparian  owner,  after  fixing  by  degree  the  amount 
of  one  hundred  inches  as  the  amount  necessary  for  the  riparian 
land.®  In  Washington  a  nonriparian  owner  has  been  allowed  to  en- 
join acts  of  an  existing  riparian  owner,''  and  it  is  provided  in  Wash- 
ington and  Oregon  by  statute  that  nonriparian  diversions  may  be 


is  directly  contra  as  to  poUution,  hold- 
ing that  the  nonriparian  user  below 
stream  cannot  restrain  poUution  bj  an 
upper  riparian  owner.  And  so  is  the 
general  English  rule  contra,  as  dis- 
cusFPcl  below  under  the  topic  of  "grants 
for  nonriparian  use/'  sec.  847. 

2  iiupra,  sec.  207. 

3  Supra,  sec.  310  et  seq.;  Union 
Min.  Co.  V.  Dangberg,  81  Fed.  73; 
Anderson  r.  Bassman,  140  Fed.  14. 

4  Cruse  V.  McCauley,  96  Fed.  369; 
Ison  V.  Nelson  Mng.  Co.,  47  Fed.  179. 


5  Gutierres  v.  Albuquerque  etc.  Co., 
188  U.  8.  545,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  338, 
47  L.  Ed.  588,  quoted  supra,  sec.  181. 

«  Lone  Tree  D.  Co.  v.  Cyclone  D. 
Co.,  15  S.  D.  519,  21  N.  W.  355;  Lone 
Tree  D.  Co.  v.  Cyclone  D.  Co.  (8.  D.), 
128  N.  W.  596.  See.  also,  Redwater 
etc.  Co.  V.  Reed  (S.  D.),  128  N.  W. 
702;  Same  v.  Jones  (8.  D.),  130 
N.  W.  85. 

7  Northport  Brewing  Co.  t.  Perrat, 
22  Wash.  243,  60  Pac.  403. 
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made  of  surplus  over  riparian  needs.*  As  elsewhere  cited,  it  was 
once  so  ruled  in  England  (since  overruled)  and  New  England* 
Accordingly,  there  are  authorities  to  the  general  effect  that,  since 
there  must  be  depreciation  shown  to  the  value  of  the  riparian  estate, 
what  constitutes  such  depreciation  is  a  general  question  of  fact,  to 
be  left  to  a  j.nry  without  further  guide.^* 

Some  qualification  upon  the  right  of  a  riparian  owner  against  a 
nonriparian  owner,  even  at  common  law,  has  been  said  to  be  **the 
American  rule. ' ' " 


(3d  ed.) 

§  82^.    Same. — An  argument  frequently  made  is  a  reductio  ad 

absurdum  first  used  by  a  great  American  judge,  quoted  in  a  pre- 
ceding section  in  dealing  with  the  question  between  riparian  owners, 
but, which  he  there  actually  applied  to  a  case  where  defendant,  a 
nonriparian  owner,  used  water  upon  nonriparian  land.*^  It  was 
also  used  in  an  English  case.^^    And  so,  also,  in  Modoc  L.  &  L.  Co. 


8  Washington,  Pierce's  Code,  sec. 
5821;  Oregon,  Stats.  1909,  c.  216,  sec. 
70.  In  Oregon  the  decisions  were  in 
hopeless  confusion  until  Hough  v. 
Porter,  51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98 
Pac.  1083,  102  Pac.  728,  cut  the  knot 
and  avowedly  acted  outside  the  com- 
mon l^w.     Supra,  sec,  129. 

See  Madigan  y.  Kougarok  M.  Co., 
3  Alaska,  63,  a  case  of  minor  author- 
ity, since  it  has  been  ruled  that 
riparian  rights  do  not  exist  in  Alaska. 
Supra,  sec.  118. 

9  Supra,  sec.  817. 

10  In  a  case  holding  that  a  railway 
company  may  dam  a  stream  and  use 
water  for  locomotives  (i.  e.,  nonri- 
parian use)  if  lower  proprietors  are 
not  injured,  it  was  said:  "If  the  use 
by  the  railroad  causes  no  material  in- 
jury to  the  owner  [below],  then  no 
recovery  can  be  had,  and  this  is  a  ques- 
tion of  fact  for  the  jury  to  deter- 
mine." Anderson  v.  Cincinnati  So. 
By.,  86  Ky.  44,  9  Am.  St.  Rep.  263, 
5  S.  W.  49.  To  the  same  effect  is 
the  judgment  of  Chief  Justice  Shaw 
in  the  Massachusetts  case  of  Elliott 
V.  Fitchburg  Ry.,  10  Cush.  (Mass.), 
193,   57   Am.   Dec.   85. 

11  Note  by  Mr.  Justice  Holmes  to 
3  Kent's  Commentaries,  14th  ed.,  p. 
689;  24  Am.  &  Eng.  Ency.  of  Law, 
982;  Doremiis  v.  City  of  Paterson, 
63  N.  J.  Eq.  605,  52  Atl.  1107   (but 


see  8.  C,  65  N.  J.  Eq.  711,  55  AtL 
304) ;  Gillis  v.  Chase,  67  N.  H.  161, 
68  Am.  St.  Rep.  645,  31  Atl.  18; 
Lawrie  v.  Silsby,  76  Vt.  240,  104 
Am.  St.  Rep.  927,  56  Atl  1106;  Same 
V.  Same,  82  Vt.  505,  74  AtL  94 
(affirmed  in  Percival  v.  .Williams,  82 
Vt.  531,  74  Atl.  321). 

12  Chief  Justice  Shaw  in  Elliott  v. 
Fitchburg  etc.  Ry.  Co.,  10  Cush. 
(Mass.)  191,  57  Am.  Dec.  85,  quoted 
supra,  sec.  798. 

13  Kensit  v.  Great  Eastern  Ry. 
(1884),  27  Ch.  D.  122,  a  case  upon 
which  doubts  were  later  cast  in  Mc- 
Cartney V.  Londonderry  Ry.,  [1904] 
App.  Cas.  ^01,  bdt  which  has  not  been 
expressly  disapproved  or  overruled  in 
England,  and  on  the  contrary  has 
been  quoted  with  approval  in  America. 
The  nonriparian  owner  in  the  Kensit 
case  diverted  water  for  use  in  cooling 
certain  machinery  and  returned  it  un- 
diminished and  unpolluted  in  its 
original  condition  back  to  the  stream. 
The  plaintiff  lower  riparian  owner 
claimed  this  to  be  a  wrong  per  se, 
but  the  decision  was  against  him,  and 
an  injunction  refused.  Bagally,  L.  J., 
said,  "It  is  impossible  that  there 
should  be  any  injury";  and  Lord 
Lindley  said:  "There  is  no  injury 
to  the  plaintiffs,  either  actual  or  pos- 
sible"; and  he  further  said:  "It  is 
said  that  a  man  who  is  not  a  riparian 
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V.  Booth,^*  the  same  argument  is  used,  saying:  "If  this  be  not  so,  it 
would  follow,  for  example,  that  an  owner  of  land  bordering 
on  the  Sacramento  River  in  Yolo  County  could  demand  an  injunc- 
tion restraining  the  diversion  of  any  water  from  that  river  for  use 
in  irrigating  nonriparian  lands  in  Glenn  or  Colusa  County.  And 
yet  no  one,  probably,  would  expect  such  an  injunction,  if  asked  for, 
to  be  granted,  or,  if  granted,  to  be  sustained.'*  And  in  another 
case:  **A  riparian  owner  on  the  Mississippi  River  might  seek  to 
enjoin  the  diversion  of  the  waters  of  Sage  Creek  in  Wyoming  be- 
cause they  eventually  reach  the  Missouri  River,  and  finally  through 
that  river  flow  into  the  Mississippi.  This  argument  might  be  classed 
under  the  head  of  reductio  ad  absurdum,  which  sometimes  is  very 
effective  as  illustrating  results  which  may  flow  from  doing  a  given 
thing.  "^*  It  must  be  noted,  however,  that  regarding  this  expres- 
sion in  the  Modoc  case,  Mr.  Justice  McParland  in  the  Vernon  case,^* 
concurring  specially,  said:  ** Illustrations  drawn  from  supposed 
riparian  rights  in  such  rivers  [the  Mississippi  or  Sacramento]  are 
scarcely  more  pertinent  than  would  be  illustrations  from  supposed 
riparian  rights  on  the  Gulf  Stream,  * '  which  is  quoted  with  approval 
in  the  Federal  court,"  and  had  the  approval  of  recent  decisions  of 
the  California  supreme  court,  which  recently  said  that  the  Modoc 
case  must  be  disregarded  unless  it  can  stand  on  the  storm-water 


proprietor  has  no  ri^ht  to  take  water 
from  a  stream  at  all,  and  if  I,  a  ri- 
parian proprietor,  find  anybody  who  is 
not  a  riparian  proprietor  taking  water 
from  the  stream,  although  I  am  not 
damnified,  I  can  maintain  an  action 
for  an  injunction.  Now,  this  is  a 
very  startling  proposition,  and  one 
would  like  to  see  some  authority  for 
it.  It  goes  to  an  extent  which  is 
bordering  on  the  absurd.  According 
to  that,  if  I  am  a  riparian  proprie- 
tor near  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  somebody  a  thousand  miles  up 
diverts  the  water,  although  not  to  my 
detriment,  I  can  sustain  an  injunction. 
That  is  ridiculous The  argu- 
ment cannot  be  maintained-  unless  we 
say  that  a  riparian  proprietor  cannot 
allow  anybody  to  take  any  water  out 
of  a  stream  whether  anybody  is  in- 
jured or  not.  It  seems  to  me  it  would 
be  monstrous  to  decide  anything  of 
the  sort."  The  injunction  was  re- 
fused, Cotton,  L.  J.,  saying:  "If 
there  was  a  reasonable  prospect  that 


it  would  produce  any  damage  to  the 
opposite  or  lower  riparian  owners, 
then  that  would  give  a  right  of  action, 
although  no  actual  injury  was  shown 
to  have  resulted  from  it."  But  deny- 
ing injunction  because  the  diversion 
in  the  case  by  a  nonriparian  owner 
could  not  in  any  way  produce  any  in- 
jury or  loss  to  plaintiffs,  present  or 
future,  and  no  prescription  would 
arise.  Cotton,  L.  J.,  further  said: 
"The  plaintiffs,  therefore,  in  my  opin- 
ion, have  not  suggested  anything;  upon 
which  we  could  say  that  from  the  act 
which  has  been  done  without  legal 
authority,  although  not  producing  any 
loss  to  them  now,  loss  may  hereafter 
result."     (Italics  ours.) 

14  102  Cal.  151,  36  Pac.  431. 

15  Morris  v.  Beam  (Mont.),  146 
Fed.  425.  See,  also,  Kansas  v.  Colo- 
rado, 206  U.  S.  46,  27  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
655,  51  L.  Ed.  »56. 

16  106  Cal.  237,  39  Pap.  762.  supra. 

17  Cal.  etc.  Co.  v.  Enterprise  etc 
Co.,  127  Fed.  241. 
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principle  below  considered ;  *•  but  more  recently  still  reaffirmed  the 
Modoc  case  most  emphatically,  and  quoted  the  foregoing  passages 
from  it  as  correct  doctrine.^* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  826.  Stonn  Waters. — ^In  a  large  part  of  California  all  the 
late  summer  flow  is  now  in  full  use,  and  is  called  the  ** normal  flow." 
Further  irrigation  must  come  from  storing  the  earlier  flow  from 
the  winter  and  spring  floods,  to  hold  it  for  use  later  in  the  season. 
Consequently  some  California  cases  have,  in  this  connection,  dis- 
tinguished storm  or  flood  waters  in  a  stream  from  the  natural  flow 
thereof.  Granting,  if  necessary,  that  the  riparian  proprietor  is  en- 
titled to  the  whole  natural  flow,  even  if  it  is  shown  that  it 
cannot  all  contribute  value  to  his  estate  or  to  its  potential  use,  yet 
the  cases  now  in  view  hold  that  storm  waters  even  after  reaching  the 
channel  are  not  part  of  the  natural  flow,  but  a  fortuitous  foreign 
body  of  water  that  has  made  its  way  there,  retaining  their  character 
as  "surface  water"  even  after  reaching  the  channel. ^"*  Conse- 
quently, while  asserting  that  impossibility  of  damage  is  immaterial 
where  the  natural  flow  is  alone  concerned,  they  refuse  to  recognize 
any  right  in  the  riparian  proprietor  to  this  nonnatural  flow  in  the 
absence  of  possible  damage  to  his  land  from  loss  of  it.^    This  is  in 


18  Anaheim  W.  Co.  v.  Fuller,  150 
Cal.  327,  88  Pac.  978;  Miller  v. 
Madera  Co.,  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502, 
22  L.*B.  A.,  N.  S.,  391. 

10  San  Joaquin  Co.  v.  Fresno  Flume 
Co.  (Cal.  1910),  112  Pae.  182. 

1-6  Supra,  sec.  347. 

f  Edgar  v.  Stevenson,  70  Cal.  286, 
11  Pac.  704;  Heilbron  v.  I>.  &  W. 
Co.,  80  Cal.  189,  22  Pac.  62;  Modoc 
L.  &  W.  Co.  V.  Booth,  102  Cal.  151, 
36  Pac.  431;  Fifield  v.  Spring  Val- 
ley W.  Co.,  130  Cal.  554,  62  Pac. 
1054;  Coleman  v.  Le  Franc,  137 
Cal.  214,  69  Pac.  1011;  San  Joaquin 
Co.  V.  Fresno  Flume  Co.  (Cal.  1910), 
112  Pac.  182.  See,  also,  dissenting 
opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Beatty  in 
Baxter  v.  Gilbert,  125  Cal.  584,  58 
Pac.  129,  374;  and  concurring  opin- 
ion of  Shaw,  J.,  in  Miller  v.  Bay 
Cities  Co.,  157  Cal.  256,  107  Pac. 
115;  and  opinion  of  Shaw,  J.,  in 
Turner  v.  James  Canal  Co.,  155  Cal. 
82,  132'  Am.  St.  Rep.  59,  99  Pac. 
520,  22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  401,  17  Ann. 
Cas.    823    (a    case    between    riparian 


owners,  bat  with  some  indication  of 
a  desire  to  apply  the  same  to  non- 
riparian  owners).  The  case  of  Edgar 
y.  Stevenson  is  usually  cited  to  this 
effect,  though  it  was  decided  with- 
out attention  to  the  fact  that  plain- 
tiff was  a  riparian  owner,  and  its 
citations  are  cases  where  both  parties 
claimed  as  appropriators  only.  See, 
also.  Miller  v.  Enterprise  Co.,  145 
Cal.  652,  79  Pac.  439;  Anaheim  W. 
Co.  V.  Fuller,  50  Cal.  334,  88  Pac. 
978;  Huffney  v.  Sawday,  153  Cal. 
86,  94  Pac.  427;  Miller  &  Lux  v. 
Madera  etc.  Co.,  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac 
502,  22  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  391;  Miller 
V.  Bay  Cities  Co.,  157  Cal.  256,  107 
Pac.  115;  Cal.  Pastoral  Co.  v.  Enter- 
prise Co.,  127  Fed.  743;  Bliss  v. 
Johnson,  76  Cal.  596,  16  Pac  542, 
18  Pac.  785.  In  1911  a  (SiUfomia 
statute  speaks  of  storage  of  flood 
waters.  See  Cal.  Stats.  1911,  e.  406, 
sec.  17. 

A  Massachusetts  statute  provided 
for  condemnation  of  stream  waters 
that  were  in  excess  of  the  '^natuical 
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accord  with  a  similar  suggestion  in  Lux  v.  Haggin:®  **We  are  not 
prepared  to  say  but  that  even  where  the  common  law  prevails,  pro- 
vision may  be  made  for  the  storing  and  distribution  of  waters,  the 
result  of  extraordinary  floods  caused  by  the  melting  of  the  snows, 
or  long-continued  and  heavy  rains  in  the  mountains  or  near  the 
source  of  a  river,  since  such  an  extraordinary  freshet  would  not  be 
the  ordinary  flow  of  the  stream." 

As  to  such  storm  waters,  their  taking  has  been  held  to  be  wrongful 
only  when  actual  or  prospective  damage  is  possible  to  the  use  of  the 
land  of  the  complaining  riparian  proprietor.  When  not  so,  the  tak- 
ing has  been  allowed.^  When  damage  possible,  denied ;  thus,  surplus 
over  ordinary  flow  cannot  be  diverted  from  riparian  owners  in  ab- 
sence of  a  showing  at  what  stages,  if  at  all,  the  surplus  could  be 
diverted  without  damage  to  the  riparian  proprietors.^^  This  rule 
has  been  approved  in  Nebraska,"  saying:  ** Connected  with  this 
same  question  is  involved  the  right  of  the  plaintiff,  even  as  against 
a  riparian  owner,  to  divert  the  storm  or  flood  waters  passing  down 
the  stream  in  times  of  freshets.  Hall  at  most,  as  a  riparian  owner, 
was  entitled  to  only  the  ordinary  and  natural  flow  of  the  stream, 
or  so  much  as  was  found  necessary  to  propel  his  mill  machinery, 
and  could  not  lawfully  claim,  as  against  an  appropriator,  the  flow 
of  the  flood  waters  of  the  streant" 


flow."  Held,  this  means  the  ordi- 
nary flow  when  not  increased  by  un- 
usual freshets  or  rains,  such  unusual 
freshets  or  rains  being  "surplus 
water."  Nemasket  Mills  v.  City  of 
Taunton,  166  Mass.  540,  44  N.  E. 
609. 

But  see  Burwell  t.  Hobson,  12 
Gratt.  (Va.)  322,  65  Am.  Dec.  247; 
McCarter  t.  Hu<lson  W.  Co.,  70  N. 
J.  Eq.  695.  118  Am.  St.  Rep.  754, 
65  Atl.  489;  Sparks  etc.  Co.  v. 
Town  of  Newton,  57  N.  J.  Eq.  383, 
384,  41  Atl.  385;  Dorman  v.  Ames, 
12  Minn.  451  (Gil.  347).  See,  also, 
Ames  V.  Cannon  etc.  Co.,  27  Minn. 
245,  6  Atl.  787.  Says  a  Scotch  case: 
"A  superior  heritor  is  no  more  en- 
titled to  divert  the  excess  of  water 
in  time  of  flood  over  the  ordinary 
flow  without  returning  it  before  the 
stream  reaches  the  lands  of  the  in- 
ferior heritor  than  he  is  entitled  to 
appropriate  the  ordinary  flow,  and 
a  flood  may  be  of  great  value  for 
scourinjy  or  keepinaf  clean  a  water- 
course." OtacLcan  v.  Hamilton 
Water  Righta-^60 


(1857),  19  D.  1006  (Scotch),  cited 
in  Ferguson  on  The  Law  of  Water 
in  Scotland,  p.  230.) 

8  69  C^l.  255,  10  Pac  674. 

8  Modoc  L.  &  L.  Co.  T.  Booth,  102 
Cal.  151,  36  Pac.  43l.  In  Fifield  v. 
Spring  Valley  Water  Works,  130 
Cal.  552,  62  Pac.  1054,  it  is  held  that 
a  riparian  proprietor  is  not  entitled 
to  an  injunction  to  restrain  a  water 
company  engaged  in  supplying  water 
for  public  use  from  diverting  the 
storm  or  flood  waters  of  the  creek 
which  will  not  prevent  the  flowing 
over  his  land  of  the  ordinary  waters 
of  the  stream,  nor  in  any  way 
damage  his  land,  or  interfere  with 
the  rights  appurtenant  thereto.  Fol- 
lowed in  San  Joaquin  Co.  v.  Fresno 
Flume  Co.  (Cal.  1910),  112  Pac.  182. 

10  SemblCf  Miller  v.  Enterprise  etc. 
Co.,  145  Cal.  652,  79  Pac.  439;  Mil- 
ler v.  Madera  Co.,  155  Cal.  59,  99 
Pac.  502,  22  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  391. 

11  Crawford  v.  Hathaway,  67  Neb. 
325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  93  N.  W. 
781,  60  L.  B.  A.  889. 
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But  the  distinction  between  a  natural  and  non-natural  part  of  the 
river  has  been  denied.  In  an  early  case  it  is  said:  '"But  the  rights 
of  the  riparian  proprietor  do  not  depend  upon  the  quantity  of  water 
flowing  in  the  stream.  Nor  can  that  flow  be  said  to  be  an  extraor- 
dinary flow  which  can  be  counted  upon  as  certain  to  occur  anno- 
ally  and  to  continue  for  months.''^  And  in  defining  what  may 
be  such  extraordinary  flow  the  more  recent  cases  have  so  narrowed 
it  as  almost  to  destroy  it.  Thus,  some  recent  California  cases  ex- 
plain it  as  applicable  only  where  "during  times  of  extraordinary- 
floods  such  diversion  will  not  perceptibly  diminish  the  stream  be- 
low," meaning,  apparently,  to  apply  the  principle  only  where  the 
facts  show  the  diversion  to  be  within  the  rule  "de  mtmmw."** 

The  other  recent  California  cases  reach  a  similar  result  by  narrow- 
ing the  definition  in  another  way  and  holding  it  not  to  include 
annual  or  periodical  swellings  of  a  stream,  even  if  due  to  storms, 
if  those  storms  are  seasonal ;  and  this  is  held  where  the  storm  stage 
of  the  river  continued  for  several  months,^*  or  even  if  the  storm 
stage  lasts  only  a  few  days  at  a  time,  so  long  as  it  is  regularly  re- 
current.^* 


w  Heilbron  v.  Fowler  etc.  Co.,  75 
Cal.  431,  7  Am.  St.  Bep.  183,  17  Pac. 
535. 

18  Anaheim  W.  Co.  v.  Fuller,  150 
Cal.  327,  88  Pac.  978;  Huffner  v 
Sawday,  153  Cal.  86,  94  Pac.  424. 
See,  also,  McFarland,  J^  concurring, 
in  Vernon  Irr.  Co.  v.  Lob  Angeles, 
106  Cal.  237,  39  Pac.  762.  The  same 
explanation  is  given  in  City  of  Pat- 
erson  v.  East  Jersey  W.  Co.,  74  N. 
J.  Eq.  49,  70  Atl.  472  (but  holding 
a  diversion  of  ten  per  cent  not  "d^ 
minimis").  This  would  not  leave  the 
doctrine  of  great  practical  impor- 
tance, since  the  flood  waters  consti- 
tute the  major  portion  of  California 
streams  in  winter,  and  a  diversion 
of  them  is  not  only  perceptible,  but 
is  practically  a  diversion  of  the  en- 
tire winter  stream. 

14  Miller  v.  Madera  Canal  Co.,  155 
Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22  L.  B.  A., 
N.  S.,  391,  quoted  infra.  In  a  case 
in  the  Federal  court  for  Southern 
California  it  was  said:  "Storm  or 
freshet  waters,  which  any  person  who 
can  may  impound  and  use,  are  'such 
waters  as  flow  down  a  stream  during 
and   after   a    rainstorm^    and    which 


are  in  excess  of  the  ordinary-  flow/ 
[Citing     Fifleld     case].    I     am      of 
opinion,  from  the  evidence  submitteil 
on  this  hearing  that  the  waters  which 
the  canal  and  dam  in  controversy  in 
this  suit  were  intended  to  divert,  and 
are  capable  of  diverting,  do  not  faU 
within    said    definition,    but    are     a 
flow    which    comes    every    year    and 
lasts  for  three  or  four  months.**    Cal. 
Past.  Co.  ▼.  Enterprise  Co.,  127  Fed. 
743.     In  the  Edgar  case  above,  the 
heavy  rains  relied  on  continued  "dur- 
ing the  last  winter  and  spring"   (70 
Cal     289,     11     Pac.     704).     In     the 
Heilbron  cases  the  floods  referred  to 
"continued    for   months,"   as    is   seen 
by  the  report  in  75  Cal.  117,  17  Pac. 
65.     In  the  Modoc  case  the  rise  like- 
wise was  a  matter  of  four  months^ 
viz.,  June,  July,  August  and  Septem- 
ber (102  Cal.  158,  36  Pac.  431).     In 
the  Fifield  case  the  definition  of  the 
extraordinary  water  was  so  broad  as 
to  include  any  water  "after  a  rain- 
storm."    In  the  Coleman  case  it  was 
the  water  accumulated  during  a  whole 
season 

15  Miller    V.    Bay    Cities    W.    Co., 
157  Cal.  256,  107  Pac.  115. 
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In  tbe  recent  case  of  Miller  v.  Madera  etc.  Co.^®  it  was  held  tbat 
to  constitute  such  non-natural  waters,  the  rise  must  be  extraordinary 
and  occurring  only  on  very  rare  occasions.  It  is  not  sufficient  if 
an  annual  overflow,  of  regular  annual  occurrence,  even  if  at  highest 
stages  overflowing  banks  and  spreading  over  adjacent  low-lying 
lands,  where  the  overflow  continues  to  move  down  with  the  main 
flow  in  a  continuous  body,  not  becoming  vagrant,  lost  or  wasted,  but 
recedes  back  into  the  channel  when  the  water  stage  lowers,  and  is 
a  condition  to  be  anticipated  in  every  season  of  ordinary  rainfall, 
failing  only  in  seasons  of  drought.  On  rehearing  this  was  emphat- 
ically affirmed,  the  court  saying  (per  Mr.  Justice  Sloss)  that  such 
facts  distinguish  the  case  from  the  Modoc  and  Fifleld  cases,  and 
that  no  storm-water  problem  is  involved  upon  such  facts.  This 
definition  of  what  is  such  non-natural  flow  so  narrows  it  as  to  prac- 
tically destroy  the  distinction  between  different  parts  of  the  stream 
upon  any  supposed  basis  of  one  segment  being  natural  flow  overlain 
by  or  next  to  some  other  kind  of  a  flow  in  the  same  channel.^^ 


le  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22  L. 
R.  A.,  N.  8.,  391. 

n  The  court  said,  per  Mr.  Jostice 
Sloss,  tliat  "such  flow  was  one  which 
occurred  in  almost  every  season  of 
normal  rainfall,  and  that  it  passed 
the  plaintiff's  land  in  a  continuous 
body  of  water,  through  a  weU-de- 
flned  channel,  and  eventually  emptied 
into  the  San  Joaquin  River  and 
through  it  into  the  sea.  That  the 
owners  of  land  bordering  upon  such 
a  flow  of  water  are  riparian  pro- 
prietors, entitled  to  all  the  rights 
pertaining  to  riparian  ownership,  is 
a  proposition  fully  sustained  by  the 
authorities  cited  in  the  department 
opinion.  It  is  suggested  that  a 
different  rule  should  apply  in  a 
semi-arid  climate  like  that  of  Califor- 
nia, where  the  fall  of  rain  and  snow 
occurs  during  only  a  limited  period 
of  the  year,  and,  consequently, 
streams  carry  in  some  months  a  flow 
of  water  greatly  exceeding  that  flow- 
ing during  the  dry  season,  with  the 
result  that  such  increased  flow  is  not, 
at  all  points,  confined  within  the 
banks  which  mark  the  limits  of  the 
stream  at  low  water.  But  no  author- 
ity has  been  cited,  and  we  see  no 
sufficient    ground    in    principle,    for 


holding   that   the   rights  of  riparian 

Proprietors  should  be  limited  to  the 
ody  of  water  which  flows  •  m  the 
stream  at  the  period  of  greatest 
scarcity.  What  the  riparian  pro- 
prietor is  entitled  to  as  against  non- 
riparian  takers  is  the  ordinary  and 
usual  flow  of  the  stream.  There  is 
no  good  reason  for  saying  that  the 
greatly  increased  flow  following  the 
annually  recurrin^r  fall  of  rain  and 
melting  of  snow  in  the  region  about 
the  head  of  the  stream  is  any  less 
usual  or  ordinary  than  the  much 
diminished  flow  which  comes  after 
the  rains  and  the  melted  snows  have 
run  off.  Perhaps  other  considera- 
tions should  apply  where  a  river,  in 
times  of  heavy  flow,  runs  over  its 
banks  in  such  manner  that  large 
volumes  of  water  leave  the  stream 
and  spread  over  adjoining  lands  to 
an  indefinite  extent,  there  to  stagnate 
until  they  evaporate  or  are  absorbed 
by  the  soil.  But  the  evidence  of  re- 
spondent, and  this  was  the  evidence 
on  which  the  court  below  acted,  fails 
to  show  that  the  water  which  defend- 
ant seeks  to  divert  was  such  'vagrant 
water,' "  etc.  Miller  v.  Madera 
Canal  Co.,  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502, 
22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  391. 
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In  the  later  case  of  Miller  v.  Bay  Cities  W.  Co.*®  it  was  laid  down 
that  ''there  can  be  no  question"  but  that  nonriparian  diversion 
may  be  made  against  a  riparian  owner  of  water  which  can  serve  no 
useful  purpose  in  its  natural  situation,  but  in  very  emphatic  terms 
denies  that  flood  waters  serve  no  useful  purpose  to  riparian  lands. 
however  rapidly  they  pass  by,  saying  that  only  when  they  reach  the 
sea  can  they  be  called  waste  waters  serving  no  useful  purpose  to 
neighboring  landowners.  The  facts  presented  as  extreme  a  type  of 
storm  waters  as  can  occur.  The  opinion  is  too  long  to  admit  of 
quotation. here,  especially  as  it  is  considered  in  connection  with  per- 
colating waters  hereafter. *• 

In  the  still  later  case  of  San  Joaquin  Co.  v.  Fresno  Plume  Co.*^ 
the  court  reviews  the  foregoing  authorities  and  says:  "It  will  be 
found,  therefore,  that  the  decisions  of  this  state  not  only  do  not 
deny  the  right  to  the  use  of  storm  and  flood  waters,  but  encourac^ 
the  impounding  and  distribution  of  those  waters  wherever  it  may 
be  done  without  substantial  damage  to  the  existing  rights  of 
others."** 

(3d'  ed.) 

§  826.  Same. — As  a  whole,  these  cases  have  pretty  much 
dropped  the  flood-water  distinction,  and  proceed  instead  upon  the 
minority  contention  already  set  forth,  that  possible  damage  to  the 
complaining  proprietor's  capacity  of  use,  or  loss  of  possible  benefit 
to  his  riparian  land,  prospective  if  not  now  present,  must  be  shown 
before  an  act  is  wrongful.  This  was  the  way  in  which  the  California 
court  explained  them  without  the  insertion  of  the  flood-water  idea, 
saying  in  Miller  v.  Madera  Co. :  ^  "But  counsel  for  appellants  rely 
upon  the  cases  of  Fifield  v.  Spring  Valley  Waterworks  ^  and  Cole- 
man V.  La  Franc,^*  in  support  of  their  claim  that  a  riparian  pro- 
prietor cannot  restrain  the  diversion  of  the  storm  or  freshet  waters 
of  a  stream  when  such  diversion  will  not  prevent  the  flowing  over 
his  land  of  the  ordinary  waters  of  the  stream,  or  in  any  way  inter- 
fere with  his  rights  appurtenant  thereto.    We  do  not  understand 

IS  (1910),   157  Cal.   256,  107  Pac.  artificial  increment  in  the  stream  pro- 

115.  duced  by  defendant;    which  together 

19  Infra,  sees.  1057,  1087.  make  the  passage  in  the  text  to   be 

20  (Cal.  1910),  112  Pac.  182.  only  obiter. 

21  It  should  be  noted  in  this  case  22  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22  L. 
that  the  opinion  closes  by  saying  de-  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  391. 

fendant   was  a  riparian   owner   mak-  23  130  Cal.  352,  62  Pac.  1054. 

ing   riparian   use   only;    and   further  24  137  Cal.  214,  69  Pac.  1101. 

point  is  made  of  the  existence  of  an 
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these  authorities  cited  to  sustain  the  proposition  as  broadly  as  ap- 
pellant contends All  they  decide  is,  that  an  injunction  re- 
straining the  diversion  of  storm  or  flood  waters  will  not  be  ^granted 
at  the  instance  of  a  riparian  owner  when  it  appears  that  he  will 
not  be  injured  in  any  way  by  such  diversion."  And  the  later  case 
of  San  Joaquin  Co.  v.  Fresno  Flume  Co.,^  said  the  same  thing. 

A  point  sometimes  mentioned  in  the  storm-water  cases  is 
that  of  recapturing  artificial  increments  to  a  stream,  as  considered 
in  the  first  part  of  this  book.*  Where  the  facts  show  that  the 
presence  of  such  waters  in  the  chamtel  is  due  to  the  labor  of  the 
impounder,  it  is  an  artificial  increment  to  the  stream  produced  by 
the  labor  of  man,  and  belongs  to  him  who  produced  it,  because  a 
man  must  be  allowed  to  enjoy  the  fruits  due  to  his  own  labor  alone. 
Speaking  of  a  reservoir  constructed  in  a  place  where  there  never  was 
a  watercourse,  it  has  been  said  arguendo:  **The  water  itself  is  the 
property  of  the  company.  It  was  not  taken  from  a  running  stream 
nor  from  a  lake It  wa.s  collected  by  the  company  as  it  de- 
scended from  the  heavens.  Whatever  may  be  the  differences  of 
opinion  as  to  the  ownership  of  running  waters,  or  of  waters  of 
navigable  streams,  or  of  lakes,  it  has  never  been  doubted  that  water 
collected  by  individual  agency,  from  the  roof  of  one's  house,  or 
in  hogsheads,  barrels  or  reservoirs,  as  it  descends  from  the  clouds, 
is  as  much  private  property  as  anything  else  that  is  reduced  to 
possession,  which  otherwise  would  be  lost  to  the  uses  of  man.*'* 
This  applies  to  artificial  increment  of  a  stream  brought  to  flow  by 
the  works  of  man  alone  *  and  it  applies  to  the  impounding  of  storm 
waters  before  they  ever  reach  a  stream  channel^    In  a  recent  Cali- 


25  (Cal.  1910),  112  Pac.  182. 

1  SupTGy  sees.  38,  61,  279. 

8  Dissentinff  opinion  of  Field,  J., 
in  Spring  Valley  W.  W.  v.  Schottler, 
110  U.  S.  347,  4  Sup.  Ct.  Eep.  48,  28 
L.  Ed.  173. 

8  Pomona  W.  Co.  v.  San  Antonio 
W.  Co.^  152  Cal.  618,  93  Pac.  881. 
"The  right  of  the  inferior  heritor  is 
only  to  receive  the  natural  supply  of 
water,  and  where  that  is  supple- 
mented by  artificial  operations,  he 
cannot  complain  if  the  artificial  con- 
dition  is  reduced."  Ferguson  on  The 
Law  of  Water  in  Scotland,  p.  231. 

4  In  a  leading  case  it  is  said:  "The 
right  to  the  natural  flow  of  the  water 
in  Longwood  Brook  undoubtedly  be- 
longs to  the  plaintiff;   but  we  think 


that  this  right  cannot  extend  further 
than  a  right  to  the  flow  in  the  brook 
itself,  and  to  the  water  flowine  in 
some  defined  natural  channel,  either 
subterranean  or  on  the  surface,  com- 
municating directly  with  the  brook 
itself.  No  doubt,  all  the  water  fall- 
ing from  heaven  and  shed  upon  the 
surface  of  a  hill,  at  the  foot  of 
which  a  brook  runs,  must,  by  the 
natural  force  of  gravity,  find  its  way 
to  the  bottom,  and  so  into  the  brook; 
but  this  does  not  prevent  the  owner 
of  the  land  on  which  this  water  falls 
from  dealing  with  it  as  he  may 
please,  and  appropriating  it.  He 
cafinotf  it  is  true,  do  so  if  the  water 
has  arriwd  at  and  is  Hoiring  in  some 
natwral  channel  already  formed.    But 
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fomia  *' storm-water'*  case,  point  was  made,  in  refusing  an  injunc- 
tion, **that  the  dam  actually  increases,  and  certainly  does  not 
diminish,  the  waters  of  Stevenson  Creek.*'** 

But  the  storm-water  argument,  as  a  rule,  has  been  one  to  impound 
waters  already  in  a  channel,  when  they  came  there  by  nature;  the 
claim  of  artificial  agency  extending  only  to  the  detention  or  diver- 
sion thereof.  The  principle  of  recapturing  from  the  channel  the 
fruits  of  one's  own  labor  consequently  does  not  usually  apply. 


C.     CAN  THESE   MINORITY   RULINGS   BE   RECONCILED   TO  PRIN- 
CIPLE f 
(3d  ed.) 

§  827.    The  Answer  most  be  Made  Under  the  Common  Law. — 

It  being  long  settled  that  the  common  law  of  riparian  rights  is 
in  force  in  California,  it  need  hardly  be  said  that  to  declare  these 
minority  rulings  to  be  more  to  one's  liking  is  not  reconciling  them 
to  principle.  That  may  be  well  enough  in  (Colorado,  where  riparian 
rights  are  rejected,  but  the  only  legitimate  inquiry  in  a  common-law 
jurisdiction  is  whether  they  can  have  support  in  the  common  law 
of  riparian  rights  itself;  and  in  these  minority  California  cases 
there  is  only  one  having  any  other  idea.® 
We  proceed  to  an  inquiry  under  the  common  law  alone. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  828.  Possible  Distinction  Between  Dhninntion  of  Flow  and 
Depreciation  of  Estate. — ^For  the  holding  that  nonriparian  diver- 
sion is  per  se  wrongful  there  appear  to  be  distinct  grounds  taken 
in  different  cases. 

The  usual  one  is  in  attributing  it  to  the  doctrine  of  injuria  sine 
damno.  That  involves  defining  the  riparian  right  as  one  to  the  flow, 
rather  than  to  the  use  (present  or  future)  of  the  riparian  land. 
As  is  said  in  one  of  the  leading  cases  in  the  law  of  waters,  **We 
by  no  means  dispute  the  truth  of  this  proposition  with  respect  to 


he  has  a  perfect  right  to  appropriate 
it  before  it  arrives  at  such  a  channel. 
In  this  case  a  basin  is  formed  in  his 
land,  which  belongs  to  him,  and  the 
water  from  the  Heavens  lodges  there. 
There  is  here  no  watercourse  at  all" 
(being  a  natural  pond).  Broadbent 
7.  Ramsbotham,  11  Ex.  602. 

5  San  Joaquin  Co.  v.  Fre?no  Flume 
Co.  rCal.  1910),  112  Pac.  182. 

«  San  Joaquin  Co.  t.  Fresno  etc.  Co. 


(Cal.  1910),  112  Pac.  182.  Hereto- 
fore, California  "modification"  state- 
ments uniformly  referred  only  to 
riparian  uses  between  themselves 
(supra,  sees.  673,  699,  749a,  799),  and 
denied  "modification"  when  a  nonripa- 
rian use  stepped  in.  The  minority  rul- 
ings above  never  asserted  that  they 
were  modifying  the  common  law,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  claimed  that  they 
were  following  its  true  intent. 
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every  description  of  rigbt.  Actual  perceptible  damage  is  Bot  in- 
dispensable as  the  foundation  of  an  action ;  it  is  sufficient  to  show 
the  violation  of  a  right,  in  which  case  the  law  will  presume  damage ; 
injuria  sine  damno  is  actionable But  in  appljnng  this  ad- 
mitted rule  to  the  case  of  rights  in  running  water,  and  the  analogous 
cases  of  rights  to  air  and  light,  it  must  be  considered  what  the 
nature  of  those  rights  is,  and  what  is  a  violation  of  them.'*^  This 
authority  then  proceeds  to  show  that  the  nature  of  the  riparian  right 
is  primarily  one  to  the  use  of  one's  land  (a  usufruct)  in  a  passage 
we  quoted  in  a  preceding  chapter.®  The  rule  of  injuria  sine 
damno  unquestionably  applies  without  regard  to  actual  damage  to 
present  use.'  But  in  applying  the  rule  also  without  inquiry  into 
prospective  or  future  detriment  to  the  use  or  value  of  the  riparian 
estate,  perhaps  such  decisions  illustrate  the  result  of  regarding  the 
right  of  the  riparian  proprietor  as  one  to  the  stream  itself  as  a 
corpus  of  the  freehold,  under  the  ^^cujus  est  solum*'  doctrine,  in- 
stead of  as  a  usufruct — a  matter  concerning  which  we  refer  the 
reader  to  a  previous  chapter.*®  The  doctrine  of  injuria  sine  damno 
cannot  itself  make  nonriparian  diversion  actionable  per  se  unless  the 
riparian  right  be  defined  one  to  the  flow  as  representing  the  body 
of  the  stream,  distinguished  .from  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  land, 
and  we  believe  such  definition  of  the  riparian  right  rests  upon  the 
"cujus  est  solum''  doctrine,  which  properly  has  no  application  to 
the  water  of  running  streams. 

With  that  laid  aside,  the  question  would  have  to  be,  not  whether 
there  was  an  interference  with  the  flow  of  the  stream,  but  whether 
there  was  interference  with  the  value  of  the  riparian  estate,  or 
(in  the  absence  of  present  damage)  with  its  possible  future  en- 
joyment. Then  nonriparian  use  might  not  be  actionable  where 
such  loss  or  detriment  is  impossible  upon  the  facts,  as  where 
the  complaining  riparian  land  is  an  alkali  flat,  worthless  for  irri- 
gation.* 


T  Baron  Parke,  in  Embrey  ▼.  Owen, 
6  Ex.  352,  20  L.  J.  Ex.  212. 

8  Supra,  sec.  694. 

»  Supra,  sec.  816. 

10  Supra,  sees.  2*et  seq.,  34,  696  et 
seq. 

1  **But  I  do  not  think  it  was  in- 
tended to  be  decided,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  is  the  law.  that  an  erection 
in  alveo  of  a  natural  stream  is  illegal 
per  se*'  etc.,  per  Lord  Blackburn,  in 
Orr  Ewing  t.  Colquhoun,  2  App.  Cas. 


853,  discussing  Bickett  y.  Morris,  L.  B. 
1  H.  L.  (Sc.)  47,  which  had  seemed  to 
bold  any  erection  in  the  bed  of  a  stream 
to  be  a  nuisance  per  se  (alveo  being 
the  name  for  ''bed"  in  civil  law,  these 
being  Scotch  cases).  For  another 
case  discussing  Bickett  v.  Morris  un- 
favorably, see  Norway  Co.  v.  Bradley 
(1872),  52  N.  H.  86.  Referrin^f  to 
Bickett  V.  Morris  the  vice-chancellor 
in  Belfast  Ropeworks  Co.  v.  Boyd 
(1887),  21  L.  B.   It.  565,  said:  «I 
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(3d  ed.) 

§  829.  Same. — ^But  more  difficulty  is  given  by  other  reasons 
for  holding  it  wrong  per  se,  while  admitting  that  in  principle  there 
must  be  a  possibility  of  damage  (present  or  future)  to  the  riparian 
estate  to  put  the  nonriparian  owner  in  the  wrong.  One  is  that 
impossibility  of  damage  is  merely  a  matter  of  words  for  the  doc- 
trine ''de  minimis.''^  And  so,  for  example,  it  is  said  in  effect 
by  Mr.  Justice  McFarland,^  that  this  is  all  that  the  reductio  ad 
absurdum  above  mentioned  comes  down  td. 

Or,  without  identifying  ** impossibility  of  detriment'*  with  cases 
of  "de  minimis,"  it  is  said  that,  admitting  the  necessity  of  such 
possible  detriment  in  principle,  yet  in  practice  it  is  impossible  to 
prove  what  mat/  be  a  future  detriment ;  that  the  range  of  inquiry  it 
opens  into  the  future  would  be  forbidding  to  riparian  owners,  and 
impractical  of  application.*  An  illustration  frequently  put  is  given 
in  some  of  the  California  cases  saying  that  **the  flow  of  water  of  a 
stream,  whether  it  overflow  its  banks  or  not,  naturally  irrigates  and 
moistens  the  ground  to  a  great  and  unknovm  extent,  and  thus  stima- 
lates  vegetation,  and  the  growth  and  decay  of  vegetation  add  not 


take  the  law  to  be  as  stated  hj  Mr. 
Shaw  in  his  able  and  clear  argument, 
that  it  was  not  meant  that  the  mere 
erection  of  a  structure  is  per  se  a 
wrong.  There  must  be  an  erection 
causing  present  damage,  or  reason- 
ably likely  in  the  future  to  do  so; 
and  the  riparian  proprietors  who  can 
show  that  the  erection  of  the  structure 
is  reasonably  likely  to  cause  damage, 
may  bring  an  action  to  have  the  ob- 
struction removed."  (But  adds,  "the 
mere  sale  of  water  itself  to  anyone 
not  a  riparian  proprietor  is  unreason- 
able and  illegal.") 

2  In  Bickett  v.  Morris  (supra)  on 
appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords  (1  H. 
L.  (Sc.  App.)  47,  at  59),  Lord  Corn- 
worth  declared:  "It  was  BsSd  in 
argument,  'Then,  if  I  put  a  stake  in 
the  river,  am  I  interfering  vith  the 
rights  of  the  riparian  proprietors  t* 
To  this  I  should  answer,  de  minimis 
non  curat  praetor.  But  further,  it 
might  be  demonstrated  in  such  a 
case,  not  that  there  was  an  extreme 
']  improbability,  but  that  there  was  an 
impossibility  of  any  damage  result- 
ing to  anyone  from  th^  act." 


S  Concurring  specially  in  Vernon 
Irr^Co.  V.  Los  Angeles,  106  Cal.  237, 
39  Pac.  762. 

4  "I  agree  with  your  Lordship  that 
the  idea  of  compelling  a  party  to  de- 
fine how  it  will  operate  upon  him,  or 
what  d-amage  or  injury  it  will  produce, 
is  out  of  the  question."  Lord  Neavea 
in  Morris  y.  Bickett  (1864),  2  M. 
1082,  4  M.  H.  L.  44  (Scotch);  Fer- 
guson on  The  Law  of  Water  in  Scot- 
land, p.  200.  In  an  English  ease  it 
is  said:  "Lord  Westbury  concurs  in 
this  judgment  entirely,  and  the  prin- 
ciple, one  sees  at  once,  is  applicable 
to  the  present  case.  It  is  this: 
'You,  as  a  riparian  proprietor,  see 
something  done  which  is  not  at  all 
to  your  detriment  now,  but  may 
hereafter  be  greatly  to  your  detri- 
ment, though  you  cannot  precisely 
point  out  how,  or  to  what  extent;  if 
you  do  not  interfere,  a  right  will  be 
acquired  against  you  by  which  yon 
will  hereafter  be  •affected;  and  you 
have  a  right  to  say,  things  shall  re- 
main exactly  as  they  were.'  "  Crosslev 
Y.  Lightowler,  L.  IL  3  Eq.  296. 
(Italics  inserted.) 
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only  to  the  fertility,  but  to  the  substance  and  quantity  of  the  soil,"  • 
which  clearly  admits  the  necessity  that  there  be  a  detriment  to  the 
riparian  estate  rather  than  merely  to  the  flow,  but  considers  inquiry 
into  its  extent  to  be  too  problematical  and  incapable  of  ascertain- 
ment to  be  entertained  in  practice  • 

There  may  be  much  force  in  both  of  these  positions ;  ''"^  but  for 
California  purposes  it  seems  pertinent  that  the  percolatiAg  water 
cases,  involving  the  identical  matter,  are  making  the  inquiry,  and 
are  finding  surpluses  to  exist  without  invoking  the  rule  de  minimis. 
Damage  from  loss  of  natural  subirrigation  was  examined  into,  in  a 
recent  case  of  percolating  water,  as  a  question  of  fact,  and  held  not 
to  exist  in  fact.  It  was  regarded  as  a  question  of  fact  to  be  proved 
in  the  ordinary  way,  and  not  assumed.*^  True,  the  inquiry  in  the 
percolating  water  cases  is  opening  a  wide  range,  and  tends  to  put  a 
heavy  burden  upon  the  small  farmer  protesting  distant  use,  but  so 
far  it  has  been  found  practical,  and  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
difference  between  the  theories  of  the  new  percolating  water  cases 
and  those  of  riparian  rights  upon  streams.  Moreover,  does  not  the 
inquiry  have  to  be  made  in  measuring  dsonage  when  the  riparian 
right  is  condemned  upon  eminent  domain  t 

(3d  ed.) 

§  830.  Same. — ^It  may  be,  then,  that  an  interference  with  the 
possible  use  or  future  value  of  the  estate  would  (irrespective  of  the 
rule  "de  minimis^')  be  a  different  thing  from  diminution  of  flow  on 
larger  streams.  Upon  the  smaller  streams  any  nonriparian  diminu- 
tion of  flow  will  per  se  cause  such  depreciation,  and  there  will, 
indeed,  be  no  difference  between  the  two  as  a  rule ;  but  upon  larger 
streams  it  may  be  that  there  could  be  a  distinction.  It  may  be 
that  the  reductio  ad  dbsurdum  is  merely  a  restatement  of  the  rule 
de  minimis.  But  it  may  also  be  that  the  reductio  ad  absurdum  is 
sound;  that  diminution  of  flow  by  nonriparian  use  is  not  a  wrong 
per  se;  that  the  wrong  arises  when  (and  only  when)  there  is  proved 
as  a  fact  a  depreciation  caused  thereby  to  the  value  of  the  riparian  . 

0  Heilbron   cases   cited   9upra,  sec.  the  fertility  it  imparts  to  his  land, 

816.     The  quotation  is  from  Heilbron  and  the  increase  in  the  value  of  it." 

V.   Water  Ditch  Co.,  75  Oal.  117,  17  Pugh  v.   Wheeler,   2   Dev.  &  B.    (N. 

Pac.  65.  C.)  55. 

6  "The  truth  is  that  every  owner  of  7_i6  See  especially  sec.  367 ,  supra, 

land  on  a  stream  necessarily  and  at  all  l«  Newport  v.  Temescal  W.  Co.,  149 

timea  is  using  water  running  througd  Cal.  531,  87  Pac.  372,  6  L.  R.  A.,  N. 

it,   if   in   no   other   manner    than   in  8.,  1098. 
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estate  or  to  the  present  or  future  use  of  it  (wholly  irrespective  of 
any  question  of  reasonableness). 

It  may  be  noted  that  in  the  more  recent  California  cases  declar- 
ing nonriparian  diminution  of  flow  per  se  a  wrong,  and  declaring 
damage  to  be  entirely  immaterial,  had  a  possible  prospective  dam- 
age to  use  been  regarded  as  material,  it  would  have  been  found 
to  exist  on  the  facts  presented  and  to  have  warranted  injunction 
even  under  the  Modoc  case.    The  riparian  proprietor  in  the  recent 
cases  showed  ability  to  use  all  the  water  diverted  from  him;  he 
had  capacity  to  use  it  if  he  in  the  future  so  decided,  and,  of  course, 
the  common  law  will  protect  future  use  as  much  as  present  use. 
As  there  was  thus  prospective  damage  shown,  this  may  possibly 
be  a  ground  on  which  to  reconcile  the  later  casea  with  the  Modoc 
case,  and  have  them  in  no  way  inconsistent.    That  there  was  pros- 
pective damage  in  the  recent  cases  appears,  for  example,  in  the 
Anaheim  case,  saying  the  taking  of  a  part  of  the  water,  would  not 
leave  enough  for  plaintiff's  land;^"^  and  in  the  Huffner  case,  say- 
ing that  the  right  to  restrain  a  diversion  ''does  not  rest  upon  the 
extent  to  which  they  have  used  the  water,  nor  upon  the  injury  which 
might  be  done  to  their  present  use."^®    This  may  be  contrasted 
with  the  Modoc  case  which  spoke  of  there  being  "no  injury  to  him 
or  his  land,  present  or  prospective,''    Likewise  in  Miller  v.  Madera 
Co.^®  the  nonriparian  diversion  was  enjoined  because  it  was  water 
** which  is  or  may  be  beneficial  to  his  land";  and  in  Miller  v.  Bay 
Cities  Water  Co.,^®  because  the  water  ** served  some  useful  purpose'* 
in  connection  with  the  neighboring  lands.     Of  all  these  cases  it 
might  be  said,  as  was  said  in  a  Connecticut  case  frequently  cited  in 
support  of  the  rule  of  injuria  sine  damno,  **Jt  does  not  appear  that 
there    was  any  controversy  between  the  parties  on  the  question 
whether  the  stream  was  capable  of  being  beneficially  used  upon  the 
plaintiff's  land The  case,  therefore,  is  not  one  where  a  pro- 
prietor bounding  on  a  stream  seeks  to  recover  for  a  diversion  of  it 
from  his  land  when  the  water,  if  not  so  diverted,  could  not  have 
been  used  for  any  beneficial  purpose.  "^^ 

IT  Anaheim  etc.  Co.  v.  Fuller,  150  18  (Cal.),  94  Pac.,  at  426.    Italics 

Cal.  at  335,  88  Pac.  978,  Baying :  "The  O""- 

court  finds,  on  sufficient  evidence,  that  ^^  155    Cal    59,    99    Pac.   502,  22 

the  diversion  of  the  defendants,  if  al-  '^  '^^j^  ^.^'^    256^\*07  Pac.  115. 

lowed,   would   render  pJatntiff's    land  21  Parker  v.  Griswold,  17  Cona.  288^ 

much  leas  fertile  and  valuable.**  42  Am.  Dec  739. 
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§  831.  Application  of  the  Distinction  by  Confining  the  De- 
dnon  to  the  Parties  Litigant. — The  application  of  the  foregoing 
in  practice  would  lie  in  the  principle  of  confining  the  decision  to  the 
parties  litigant. 

If  the  riparian  right  is  defined  as  one  to  the  use  of  the  riparian 
land,  now  or  in  the  future,  by  means  of  the  water,  then  the  rule 
prohibiting  any  nonriparian  diversion  is  one  for  the  protection  of 
the  whole  riparian  community,  whose  combined  requirements  or 
possible  uses  in  well-settled  regions  (such  as  the  common  law  con- 
templates) will  always  (except  upon  the  largest  rivers)  leave  no 
surplus;  and  when  all  the  riparian  owners  are  joined  in  suit,  or, 
under  statute  so  permitting,  one  sues  ''for  the  benefit  of  all,"  or 
the  attorney  general  sues  on  behalf  of  the  riparian  public,  then  the 
right  of  the  whole  community  to  have  the  whole  flow  may  come  into 
play.^  Any  nonriparian  diversion  in  well-settled  regions  must 
necessarily  be  detrimental  to  the  riparian  community  as  a  whole 
except  possibly  upon  large  rivers ;  and  it  is  upon  this  public  reason 
that  the  rule  excluding  nonriparian  use  even  by  riparian  owners  is 
ultimately  based  by  the  common  law. 

But  as  a  matter  of  procedure,  where  one  riparian  owner  alone  is 
seeking  to  restrain  a  nonriparian  diversion,  it  may  be  that  he  must 
stand  upon  its  effect  upon  his  own  land  alone.  It  would  seem  no 
objection  to  this  contention  to  say  that  all  riparian  proprietors, 
taken  collectively,  may  (and,  on  small  streams  usually  will)  have 
rights  of  use  which  would  exhaust  the  entire  stream  if  exercised, 
so  that  any  diversion  by  a  nonriparian  owner  would  ipso  facto  re- 
sult in  at  least  a  prospective  damage  to  the  complaining  proprietor. 
On  very  large  streams  that  might  not  be  true;  but  even  on  small 
streams  that  proceeds  upon  the  rights  of  all  riparian  proprietors 
considered  collectively  against  the  nonriparian  owner ;  and  yet  it  is 
certain  that  they  are  not  collectively  represented  in  the  suit  itself. 
All  but  the  individual  complaining  proprietor  are  strangers  to  the 
suit  unless  actually  brought  into  court  by  proper  process ;  and  the 
argument,  considering  the  rights  of  all  the  proprietors  collectively, 
is  considering  the  rights  of  parties  who  have  not  appeared  in  the 
litigation,  and  fixing  rights  between  two  individuals  by  reference 
to  outstanding  rights  in  other  persons  (strangers  to  the  suit),  which 
a  general  rule  of  law  inhibits.^     Such  other  owners  may  never  seek 

23  Supra,  sec.   627,   parties   to   ac-  28  Supra,  sec.  626  et  seq.    "Then  it 

Uons;  infraf  sec.  881.  is  put  in  another  way,  in  an   extremely 
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to  use  the  water,  or  may  be  all  bought  off  by  the  nonriparian  owner. 
To  apply  such  argument  is  to  go  out  of  the  record.^*  Take  the  case 
of  a  nonriparian  owner  condemning  a  single  riparian  owner's  right 
on  eminent  domain.  The  nonriparian  owner  will  not  be  allowed  to 
say  that  the  damage  to  the  single  riparian  proprietor  whose  right 
is  being  condemned  is  only  nominal  be<?ause  of  the  large  number 
of  other  riparian  proprietors  with  whom  this  riparian  owner  had 
to  share.  Yet  such  would  be  the  result  if  the  collective  rights  of 
the  whole  body  of  riparian  proprietors  can  be  considered  with  re- 
gard to  a  nonriparian  owner  at  all,  when  he  is  litigating  with  only 
one  of  them. 

If  the  rulings  which  have  refused  injunction  against  nonriparian 
use  can  be  upheld  upon  this  ground  that  they  simply  confined  the 
decision  to  the  parties  litigant,  they  would  not  be  in  conflict  with 
the  undoubted  basic  principle  of  the  law  of  riparian  rights  that  non- 
riparian owners  are  excluded  from  rights  in  streams.  The  non- 
riparian owner  would  be  accorded  no  rights.  Permitted  to  go  his 
way  only  because  the  decision  is  confined  to  the  parties  litigant,  it 
confers  no  right  against  the  outstanding  riparian  owners,  and  is  not 
hence  a  positive  right,  but  remains  subject  to  the  paramount  title 
of  the  others.  Although  the  complaining  riparian  owner's  land 
suffers  no  detriment,  yet  some  other  riparian  owner  differently  situ- 
ated may  be  in  a  position  to  say  that  the  same  nonriparian  diversion 
may  impair  the  enjoyment  of  that  other  riparian  land,  and  then 
this  other  owner  would  be  entitled  to  the  action  to  which  the  former 
one  was  not.  Or,  again,  should  a  number  of  riparian  owners  join 
together  in  bringing  suit  or  join  all  claimants  as  defendants,  th^ 
nonriparian  owner  would  be  further  restricted  in  favor  of  all  these 


ingenious  way,  in  Mr.  Barber's  argu- 
ment, to  the  effect  that  riparian  pro- 
prietors in  a  stream  are  a  class  of 
persons  in  the  nature  of  a  close 
borough,  and  that  any  one  of  them  has 
a  right  to  object  to  the  introduction, 
into  that  class,  of  persons  who  have 
not  got  property  bordering  on  the 
stream.  Well,  where  is  tbe  authority 
for  thatt  It  is  an  ingenious  sugges- 
tion, but  no  authority  has  been  cited 
in  support  of  it,  and  I  am  very  wary 
Df  extending  to  the  discussion  of  the 
rights  of  water  an  analogy  drawn 
from  close  boroughs  or  anything  of 
that  sort.  I  distrust  the  argument; 
it  strikes  me  as  a  false  analogy  al- 
together."    Lindley,    L.  J.,    in    Ken- 


sit  v.  Great   Eastern   By.    (1884),  27 
Ch.  D.  122,  136. 

24  For  example,  in  Anaheim  W.  Co. 
V.  Fuller,  150  Cal.  335,  88  Pac.  978, 
the  court  said  that  perhaps  it  would 
"take  judicial  notice"  of  the  rights 
of  outstanding  owners,  showing  that 
it  is  necessary  to  go  outside  the  record 
to  apply  the  argument.  How  would 
such  judicial  notice  avail  if  all  the 
others  consented  to  the  nonriparian 
diversion  t  Or,  if  the  stream  is  all, 
excepting  complainant's  estate,  on 
public  landt  Would  it  not  then  be 
that  the  single  complaining  riparian 
owner  must  stand  on  his  own  land 
alone  f 
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combined,  to  such  an  extent  that  finally  no  surplus  would  remain  at 
all.  The  nonriparian  taking  we  have  contemplated  is  a  matter  that 
the  individual  plaintiff  is  suffering  no  legal  injury,  and  not  that  the 
nonriparian  owner  has  any  vested,  freehold,  permanent  right  against 
the  world. 

For  the  same  reason,  as  we  have  so  frequently  repeated,  any  such 
surplus  diversion  for  nonriparian  use  (if  permitted  at  all)  would 
not  be  a  permanent  right,  and  hence  is  in  no  true  sense  an  **  appro- 
priation,** any  more  than  such  distant  diversions  of  percolating 
water.  Such  claims  less  than  freehold,  subject  to  private  paramount 
rights  in  others  (the  outstanding  riparian  owners),  who  are  thereby 
"disseised,'*  or  of  possession  without  actual  right,  we  have  consid- 
ered elsewhere  a^much  length.^  The  term  ''appropriation,"  under 
its  historical  meaning  in  California,  denotes  a  much  different  thing, 
being  a  permanent  freehold  right  good  "against  the  whole  world" 
when  acquired  on  public  land,  where  riparian  owners  do  not  enter 
the  question  because  they  did  not  exist  at  the  date  of  the  diversion.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  832.  Same. — Consequently,  by  confining  the  decision  to  the 
parties  litigant,  it  may  be  that  owing  to  the  distinction  between 
diminution  of  flow  and  depreciation  of  estate,  in  extreme  cases  a 
nonriparian  diversion  (although  without  having  any  actual  right) 
cannot  always  be  enjoined  unless  a  substantial  number  of  riparian 
owners  (or  a  substantial  amount  of  riparian  land)  join  in  suit 
against  it;  and  that  the  refusal  of  an  injunction  might  not  be  in 
conflict  with  the  established  general  common-law  rule  excluding 
n(3nriparian  owners  from  rights  in  streams.  So  far  as  these  au- 
thorities used  the  term  "reasonable  use"  in  its  correlative  sense, 
as  admitting  a  nonriparian  use  into  an  equal  sharing  of  the  water 
with  riparian  lands,  they  cannot  be  defended  upon  principle,  and 
are  in  irreconcilable  conflict  with  Miller  v.  Madera  Co.^  Something 
must  be  accepted  as  settled  if  there  is  to  be  any  law  upon  the  matter 
at  all.  But  so  far  as  they  merely  inquired  into  the  honesty  and  bona 
fides  of  the  asserted  benefit  of  the  surplus  water  to  the  litigating 
riparian  land,  while  the  use  of  the  word  "reasonable"  would  then 
be  unfortunate,  it  may  be  that  they  could  have  ground  upon  which 
to  stand,  within  the  qualification  in  the  Madera  case  that  the  water 
must  be  such  as  "is  or  may  be  beneficial  to  the  riparian  land"  be- 

28  Supra,  pecs.  246,  625.  2  Supra,  sec.  817. 

1  Supra,  Part  IL 
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fore  its  nonriparian  diversion  will  be  enjoined,  and  the  similar 
statement  in  San  Joaquin  Co.  v.  Fresno  Flume  Co.,*  that  there 
must  be  shown  a  ''consequential  damage''  to  the  land. 

But  the  weight  of  recent  California  decision  is  against  the  validity 
of  these  authorities  even  so  explained.*  They  could  have  such  a 
result  as  the  following:  Suppose  a  good-sized  stream  flowing  two 
thousand  inches,  upon  which  a  complaining  riparian  owner  owns 
ten  acres,  which  (at  the  liberal  duty  of  an  inch  per  acre)  can  use 
(even  in  the  future)  only  ten  inches  for  irrigation.  The  above 
cases  would  permit  the  nonriparian  diversion  of  the  wholfe  stream, 
leaving  only  a  trickle  of  ten  inches  down  the  dry  channel.  It  is 
difficult  to  contend  that  a  substantially  complete  nonriparian  diver- 
sion of  a  stream  against  the  opposition  of  a  riparian  owner  can  be 
upheld  under  any  interpretation  of  the  common  law ;  for,  as  a  gen- 
eral principle,  the  common  law  undoubtedly  confines  use  to  riparian 
lands.  And  there  is  further  the  grave  question  already  mentioned 
of  how  **no  possible  detriment"  is  to  be  proved;  for  the  burden  of 
proof  would  have  to  be  (as,  indeed,  the  supreme  court  of  California 
has  most  emphatically  held)  upon  the  nonriparian  claimant,  and  is 
not  sustained  where  (as  must  too  often  be  the  case)  the  assertion 
of  '*no  possible  detriment"  is  hypothetical  and  open  to  doubt  upon 
the  facts.' 

D.  OTHER  BELATED  MATTERS. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  833.  Declaratory  Decree. — ^As  between  riparian  proprietors, 
decisions  have  already  been  referred  to®  where,  during  the  com- 
plaining proprietor's  nonuse,  a  peremptory  injunction  was  refused 
even  against  excessive  and  unreasonable  use  by  another  riparian 
owner,  and  instead  a  decree  rendered  declaring  the  complaining  pro- 
prietor's right.of  future  use,  to  prevent  its  loss  by  prescription;  in 
effect  quieting  title  to  his  right  of  future  use.  In  sonie  of  the  cases, 
this  was  done  where  the  party  complained  of  was  using  the  water 
on  distant  nonriparian  land,''  and  as  to  percolating  water  this  was 


8  (Cal.  1910),  112  Pac.  182. 

4  See  the  opening  sections  of  this 
chapter.  Indeed  in  Miller  v.  Madera 
Co.,  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22  L.  R. 
A.,  N.  S.,  391,  they  are  said  to  be 
explicable  only  if  they  referred  to 
riparian  uses  between  riparian  pro- 
prietors. 

5  Miller  v.  Bay  Cities  Water  Co., 
157  Cal.  256,  107  Pac.  115. 

•  Supra,  sec.  802. 


7  In  one  case  (Ulbricht  v.  Eufaula 
Water  Co.,  86  Ala.  587,  11  Am.  St. 
Rep.  72,  6  South.  78,  4  L.  B.  A. 
572),  a  riparian  proprietor  filed  a 
bill  to  enjoin  the  diversion  of  water 
from  the  stream  by  an  upper  riparian 
proprietor,  a  water  company,  for  the 
use  of  its  waterworks  constructed  to 
supply  the  inhabitants  of  a  city  with 
water.  The  testimony  in  the  case 
established  that  the  diversion  of  m* 


S833 


Ch.  35.    AGAINST  NONRIPABIAN  OWNERS.     (3d  ed.)  895 


actually  applied  in  a  recent  California  case,  further  saying  that  it 
is  not  the  law's  policy  to  permit  any  of  the  available  waters  of  the 
country  to  remain  unused,  or  to  allow  one  having  the  natural  ad- 
vantage of  a  situation,  which  gives  him  a  legal  right  to  use  water, 
to  prevent  another  from  using  it  while  he  himself  does  not  desire 
to  do  so.^ 

Some  dicta  in  this  line  appear  in  well-known  cases.* 


ter  for  the  purpose  mentioned  would 
result  in  a  sensible  diminution  in  the 
flow  of  the  stream  itself  in  the  dry 
season  or  summer  months,  but  that 
the  complainant  was  making  no  par- 
ticular use  of  the  stream,  and  there- 
fore suffered  no  special  damap^e  by 
the  act  of  the  defendant;  and  it  was 
held  that,  as  the  defendant  was  tak- 
ing the  water  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  the  wants  of'  a  neighboring 
town,  and  not  returning  it  to  its 
natural  channel,  the  plaintiff  was  en- 
titled to  an  injunction  in  vindication 
of  his  rights,  without  any  special 
proof  of  damages;  but,  as  he  was 
not  making  any  particular  use  of  the 
water,  the  injunction  should  be  so 
framed  as  only  to  restrain  its  use 
"to  the  sensible  injury  or  damage 
of  the  complainant  for  any  purpose 
for  which  he  may  now  or  in  the 
future  have  use  for  it."  In  the  Ore- 
gon case  of  Jones  v.  Conn,  39  Or. 
30,  87  Am.  St.  Rep.  634,  64  Pac. 
855,  65  Pac.  1068,  54  L.  R.  A.  630, 
it  wa8  held  that  where  plaintiffs,  who 
were  lower  riparian  owners,  sought 
to  restrain  defendant's  use  of  the 
water  of  a  stream  for  irrigating  pur- 
poses, on  the  ground  that  the  land 
irrigated  was  nonriparian,  and  de- 
fendant set  ifp  in  his  answer  an 
absolute  right  to  a  suflficient  amount 
of  water  to  irrigate  his  land,  plain- 
tiffs, though  not  entitled  to  an  in- 
Jiunction,  should  be  awarded  a  decree 
imiting  defendant's  use  to  such  as 
would  not  materially  injure  plain- 
tiffs, in  order  to  prevent  defendant's 
right  from  ripening  into  an  adverse 
title;  but  permitting  defendant's 
use  until  such  injury  should  arise.  In 
Katz  V.  Walkinshaw,  141  Cal.  116, 
99  Am.  St.  Rep.  35,  70  Pac.  663,  74 
Pac.  766,  64  L.  R.  A,  236,  Judge 
Shaw  states  the  same  principle,  ap- 
plying it  to  percolating  water:  "If 
a  party  makes  no  use  of  the  water 


on  his  own  land  or  elsewhere,  he 
should  not  be  allowed  to  enjoin  ittf 
use  by  another  who  draws  it  out,  or 
intercepts  it,  or  to  whom  it  may  go 
by  percolation,  although,  perhaps,  he 
may  have  the  right  to  a  decree  set- 
tling his  right  to  use  it  when  neces- 
sary on  his  own  land,  if  a  proper 
ease  is  made." 

8  Burr  V.  Maclay  R.  Co.,  154  Cal. 
428,  98  Pac.  260. 

(>  In  a  leading  English  ease  it  has 
been  said  that  where  a  peremptory 
injunction  is  asked  against  a  non- 
riparian  proprietor  during  plaintiff's 
nonuse,  it  may,  perhaps,  not  be 
granted  where  the  continuance  of 
the  diversion  will  not  ripen  into  a 
right  by  prescription,  as  where  the 
nonriparian  owner  disclaims  to  be  act- 
ing as  of  right,  and  only  intends  to 
use  the  water  at  such  times  when  the 
riparian  proprietor  does  not  use  it. 
Swindon  W.  W,  v.  Wilts  etc.  Co., 
7  H.  of  L.  697.  But  this  has  never 
been  actually  applied  in  the  English 
cases;  it  is  always  held  inapplicable 
upon  the  facts.  See,  for  example. 
Roberts  v.  Gyrfai  Dist.  Council 
(1899),  2  Ch.  608,  Lindley,  L.  J. 

A  similar  tentative  statement  ap- 
pears in  a  decision  of  Justice  Story. 
Webb  V.  Portland  Cement  Co.,  3  Sum. 
189,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  17,322. 

In  a  New  Jersey  case  the  injunc- 
tion against  taking  the  water  for  sale 
to  a  distant  city  was  framed  to  read 
that  defendant  "should  be  enjoined 
from  abstracting  such  quantities  of 
water  from  this  stream  and  at  such 
times  as  will  be  detrimental  to  the 
full  enjoyment  of  the  stream  by  the 
complainants."  Higgins  v.  Fleming- 
ton  W.  Co.,  36  N.  J.  Eq.  538.  See, 
also,  the  decree  in  City  of  Paterson 
V.  East  Jersey  W.  Co.,  74  N.  J.  Eq. 
49,  70  Atl.  472.  In  a  late  Texas  case 
it  was  held  that  a  temporary  injunc- 
tion would  not  lie  during  plaintiff's 
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§  834.  Nomiparian  Use  hj  Both  Parties.— As  between  two  ripa- 
rian proprietors  neither  seeking  riparian  use  and  both  using  the 
water  on  nonriparian  lands,  the  lower,  it  has  been  held,  cannot, 
while  so  engaged,  assert  a  riparian  right.*®  The  matter  may  pos- 
sibly be  governed  by  the  principle  elsewhere  set  forth,**  that  posses- 
sion will  be  protected  against  one  who  can  show  no  better  right. 
In  other  words,  the  argument  would  be  that  both  have  stepped  out 
of  their  character  as  riparian  owners,  and  neither  can  rely  thereon." 
**Now,  if  Duckworth  was  at  the  time  actually  diverting  water  from 
the  lake  and  using  it  on  such  other  lands,  not  riparian,  and  the 
defendant  company  was  also  diverting  water  therefrom  for  use  on 
nonriparian  land,  which,  for  the  purposes  of  the  discussion  to  which 
the  passage  from  the  former  opinion  was  devoted,  might  have  been 
the  case  as  between  them,  in  such  a  case  the  law  is  thoroughly  settled 
that  the  one  first  in  time  is  first  in  right."  *' 

However,  this  treatment  of  the  question  has  been  denied  by 
formidable  authority.  In  an  important  case  in  the  House  of  Lords 
the  upper  riparian  owner  was  taking  the  water  beyond  the  water- 
shed to  supply  a  city,  while  the  lower  riparian  owner  was  also  tak- 
ing it  to  nonriparian  lands  for  sale,  and  the  lower  owner  was  none 
the  less  granted  an  injunction  against  the  upper,  regardless  of  who 
was  first  in  time,  on  the  ground  that,  even  if  the  plaintiff  below 
stream  also  had  no  right  to  make  such  use,  he  had  at  least  a  right 
against  the  upper  nonriparian  use  to  preserve  the  stream  for  the 
use  of  his  own  land  below  should  he  desire  to  there  use  it  in  the 
future,  and  refusal  of  the  injunction  would  deprive  him  by  prescrip- 
tion of  this  right  of  property,  even  if  he  was  not  now  exercising 
it." 


nonuse,  because  the  bringing  of  action 
itself  stops  any  prescription.  Biggs  v. 
LeffingweU  (Tex.  Civ.  App.),  132  S. 
W:  902. 

10  Vernon  Irr.  Co.  v.  Los  Angeles, 
106  Cal.  243,  39  Pac.  762.  Compare 
State  V.  Superior  Court,  46  Wash. 
500,  90  Pac.  650. 

n  Sees.  246,  625. 

12  See  Wutchumna  W.  Co.  v. 
Pogue,  151  Cal.,  at  112,  90  Pac.  362.- 
See,  also,  Mentone  Irr.  Co.  v.  Red- 
lands  Co.  (1909),  155  Cal.  323,  100 
Pac.  1082,  22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  382,  17 
Ann.  Cas.  1222. 

13  Concurring  opinion  of  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Shaw  in  DucWorth  y.  Watson- 


viUe  W.  Co..  158  CaL  206,  110  Pac 
927  (second  appeal),  as  to  which 
case  see  supra,  sec.  246,  appropria- 
tion on  private  land. 

14  Speaking  of  the  fact  that  plain- 
tiff was  himself  selling  the  water, 
Lord  Hatherly  said:  "But  what  has 
that  to  do  with  their  position  as  re- 
gards the  appellants  f  Those  lower 
down  the  stream  than  the  plaintiffs 
might  possibly,  if  thej  thought  fit, 
fairly  complain  of  it  as  ultra  the 
canal  proprietors'  powers,  that  any  of 
the  water,  if  it  were  superfluous, 
should  be  diverted  from  the  stream 
unnecessarily  and  not  handed  over 
and  passed  on  to  them,  but  it  could 
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Since  the  lower  riparian  owner  can  have  an  injunction  against 
nonriparian  use  if  not  using  the  water  at  all,  perhaps  there  is  force 
m  the  argument  that  actually  using  it  (no  matter  where)  can  put 
him  in  no  worse  position. 


(3d  ed.) 

§  835.  OonolnsionB. — Some  conclusioni  may  be  drawn  from  the 
foregoing  discussion  of  the  protection  of  the  riparian  right  against 
nonriparian  owners  at  conmion  law  (which  is  the  law  of  waters 
prevailing  in  Calif  omia,  excepting  grant,  condemnation  or  prescrip- 
tion or  rights  acquired  while  the  waters  flowed  mainly  upon  the 
public  domain). 

(a)  Generally  speaking,  nonriparian  owners  have  no  rights  in 
streams. 

(b)  A  riparian  owner  may  enjoin  nonriparian  use  although  not 
using  the  water  himself,  and  he  is  not  required  to  show  damage  to 
use;  the  injunction  is  granted  to  prevent  impairment  of  the  ripa- 
rian estate  through  loss  of  supply  for  use  in  the  future. 

(c)  The  riparian  owner  is  limited  to  no  measure  of  reasonable- 
ness based  upon  any  sharing  or  correlative  use  with  the  non- 
riparian owner  or  nonriparian  use;  he  is  entitled  without  limit  to 
the  full  extent  to  which  the  natural  flow  of  water  does  or  may  in  the 
future  contribute  benefit  to  his  riparian  land,  however  much  he 
might  be  forced  to  forego  some  thereof  in  favor  of  riparian  use  by 
other  riparian  owners.**^ 

(d)  Storm  flow  is  natural  flow. 


not  infringe  on  the  rights  of  those  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  stream";  and 
also  speaks  of  the  water  beine  "dis- 
posed of  in  a  way  whieh  might  not 
be  legitimate  as  regards  the  lower 
proprietors,  but  whieh  the  higher 
proprietors  could  have  nothing  to  do 

with My  Lords,  I  think  enough 

has  been  made  out  to  justify  the 
interference  of  a  court  of  equity  in 
this  case."  Swindon  W.  W.  v.  Wilts 
etc.  Co.,  7  H.  of  L.  697,  at  712. 
(This  case  is  cited  with  approval  in 
Gould  V.  Eaton,  117  Cal.  539,  49  Pac. 
577.  38  L.  E.  A.  181,  and  by  Mr. 
Justice  Shaw  in  Southern  Cal.  etc.  Co. 
V.  Wilshire,  144  Cal.  68,  77  Pac.  767.) 
Cf.  Sampson  v.  Hodinott,  1  Com.  B., 
N.  8.,  611,  3  Jur.,  N.  S.,  243,  hold- 
WsUr  Bights — 57 


ing  that  a  lower  riparian  owner  may 
have  an  action  against  improper  un- 
reasonable irrigation  by  an  upper 
owner,  though  the  lower  owner  him- 
self used  the  water  for  irrigation  in 
a  way  that  might  be  improper  as  to 
owners  still  farther  down  the  stream. 
As  .to  nonriparian  use  by  both  par- 
ties, Salmond  on  Torts,  page  267, 
argues  that  the  lower  should  have  a 
right  of  action  against  the  upper. 
Upon  close  analysis,  there  may  be 
something  to  the  same  effect  in  Men- 
tone  Irr.  Co.  V.  Redlands  Co.  (1909), 
155  Cal.  232,  and  Arroyo  D.  Co.  v. 
Baldwin,  155  Cal.  280,  100  Pac.  874. 

IB  Upon  principle  this  is  as  true 
against  a  nonriparian  use  below  as 
above. 
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(e)  Beyond  the  foregoing,  the  latest  California  expression  ^  is 
that,  irrespective  of  present  damage  to  present  use,  and  irrespective 
of  ''reasonableness/'  the  nonriparian  use  must,  nevertheless,  to  be 
wrongful,  be  such  as  would  be  followed  by  consequential  damage 
to  the  riparian  land  in  case  of  its  continuance.^^  This,  if  it  does 
not  follow  as  a  matter  of  law,  would  seem  to  be,  after  all,  a  narrow 
residue. 

The  exclusion  of  nonriparian  owners  is  unsatisfying  in  new 
regions  (and  so  it  is  the  chief  point  upon  which  so  much  has  been 
said  under  the  Colorado  Doctnne,  rejecting  the  common  law  abso- 
lutely, **to  suit  conditions").**  The  exclusion  is  in  the  public  in- 
terest when  a  large  riparian  community  lives  along  the  stream  itself, 
and  as  settlement  advances  upon  the  many  little  streams,  the  opposi- 
tion to  it  will  almost  necessarily  decline,  but  large  projects,  in  Cali- 
fornia, will  be  forced  by  it  to  rely  mainly  upon  grant,  con- 
demnation or  prescription  (arising  where  riparian  owners  do  not 
insist  upon  their  rights),  or  public-land  appropriations,  such  as 
have  been  their  basis  in  the  past.*' 


16  San  Joaquin  Co.  v.  Fresno  Go. 
(Cal.),  112  Pac.  182. 

17  Speaking  generally  upon  this 
matter  of  nonriparian  use,  the  actual 
decisions  in  California  tend  to  regard 
anj  possible  exception  in  such  direc- 
tion as  without  definite  form  in  the 
California  cases.  It  is  variously 
spoken  of  as  a  question  of  whether 
the  nonriparian  diversion  is  such  that 
"it  will  deprive  the  riparian  owner 
of  its  benefit,"  or  "water  which  is  or 
maj  be  beneficial  to  the  lanif'  (Mil- 
ler V.  Madera  Co.,  155  Cal.  59,  99 
Pac.  502,  22  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  391), 
or  whose  loss  would  cause  oonsequen- 
iial  damage  to  the  land  (San  Joaquin 
Co.  V.  Fresno  Flume  Co.  (Cal.  1910), 
112  Pac.  182)  ;  or  a  diversion  which 
"will  not  perceptibly  diminish  the 
stream  below"  (Anaheim  W.  Co.  v. 
Fuller,  150  Cal.  327,  88  Pac.  978; 
Huflfner  v.  Sawday,  153  Cal.  86,  94 
Pac.  424)  ;  or  "wiU  not  appreciably 
affect  or  substantially  injure  the 
riparian  rights"  Miller  v.  Madera 
Co.,  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22  L.  B. 
A.,  N.  S.,  391.  These  are  three  dif- 
ferent things:  a  diversion  may  appre- 


ciably diminish  the  stream  without 
necessarily  affecting  the  possible- 
benefits  to  and  enjoyment  of  the 
land,  or  causing  it  consequential  dam- 
age; and  a  statement  tliat  a  riparian 
owner's  ri^^ta  must  not  be  infringed 
gives  no  aid  in  discovering  wherein 
such  an  infringement  consists. 

18  Supra,  sees.  112,  167  et  seq. 

See,  for  example,  the  strong  up- 
holding of  it  on  the  ground  of  being 
jtut  suited  to  conditions  in  the  well- 
settled  Santa  Clara  Valley,  as  set  forth 
by  the  supreme  court  of  California  in 
Miller  v.  Bay  Cities  Co.,  157  Oil. 
256,  107  Pac.  115.  Compare  this 
opinion  with  the  opinion  in  San  Jos- 
quin  Co.  v.  Fresno  Flume  Co.  (Cal. 
1910),  112  Pac.  182,  saying  on  the 
other  hand  that,  because  of  condi- 
tions, there  is  no  rule  to  which  the 
court  can  adhere,  but  each  case  will 
be  treated  as  one  of  first  impression. 
See  Young  v.  Hinderlider  (N.  M.), 
110  Pac.  1145,  as  to  how  men  differ 
as  to  what  true  policy  is  in  water 
cases. 

18  Supra,  sec.  112* 
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(3d  ed.) 

§  83&    Exception  Where  Underground  Water  18  involved. — 

Under  the  recent  California  decisions  concerning  percolating  water, 
where  a  stream  and  ground-water  are  so  intimately  connected  in 
nature  as  to  form  a  single  water  supply,  nonriparian  owners  (for 
use  upon  their  own  lands)  have  been  admitted  to  equal  rights  with 
riparian  owners  on  the  stream.^ 

This  matter  is  left  to  chapters  upon  underground  water. 

20  Hudson  y.  Dailey,  150  Osl.  617,  lOff  Pae.   748^   Miller   t.  Bay   Citiei 
W.  Co.,  157  C&l.  256,  107  Pac.  115. 

§§  837^43.    (Blank  numbers.) 


I  ■  J 
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CHAPTER  36. 

CONTRACTS  AND  CONVEYANCES  BY  A  EIPAEIAN  PRQ. 

PRIETOR.^ 

I  844.     General. 

S  845.    Grants  and  eontraets  are  binding  between  the  parties  thereto. 
S  846.     Same. 

S  847.    But  as  affecting  noneontracting  riparian  proprietors,  grants  or  con- 
tracts or  sales  of  water  or  of  water-right  are  invalid. 
8  848.    Some  opposing  decisions. 

8  849.    How  far  the  opposing  eases  can  be  supported  upon  principle. 
S  850.    In  the  civil  law. 
§  851.     Conclusions. 
§§  852-860.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(3d  ed.) 

§  844.  General. — Since  the  riparian  owners  do  not  own  the 
corpus  of  water  of  the  stream,  the  only  private  right  therein  being 
a  usufruct,  grants  by  riparian  owners  have  for  their  subject  matter 
the  incorporeal  usufruct,  and  not  the  corporeal  water.^  A  grant 
concerning  water  of  a  lake  extends  to  the  use  of  the  lake  and  not 
merely  to  the  corptis  then  standing  in  the  lake.  "The  claim  of  the 
respondents  that  the  grant  by  Mrs.  McKinlay  of  the  rights  pertain- 
ing to  the  land  described  in  the  deeds,  extended  only  to  the  water 
then  standing  in  the  lake,  and  that  as  soon  as  that  water  was  ex- 
hausted by  use,  run-oflf,  or  evaporation,  the  rights  ceased  to  exist, 
is  utterly  baseless,  and  needs  no  discussion  further  than  to  deny 
it."'  Upon  the  same  distinction,  a  grant  of  a  right  to  take  water 
out  of  another's  pond  creates  a  profit  a  prendre,^  a  right  in  re- 
spect of  the  corpus  of  the  water;  but  not  so  of  the  right  to  take 
water  from  his  spring,^  since  the  landowner  owns  the  corpus  of 
water  in  the  pond,  being  then  reduced  to  possession,  but  does  not 
own  a  single  drop  as  such,  of  the  running  water  flowing  in  or  from 
the  spring.® 

1  See,  also,  Chapter  24,  supra,  un-       150  Cal.,    at    532,  89  Pac.  338,  and 
der  the  law  of  appropriation.  concurring  opinion  in  8.  C.  (1910),  158 

2  Kidd   V.   Laird,    15   Cal.    161,   at      Cal.  206,  110  Pac.  927. 

180,  76  Am.  Dec.  472,  4  Morr.  Min.  4  Angell  on  Watercourses,  7th  ed., 

Rop.  571;  McDonald  v.  Askew,  29  Cal.  p.  245;  HiU  v.  Lord,  48  Me.  83,  die- 

200,  at  207,  1  Morr.  Min.  Rep.  660;  turn. 

Mayor     v.     Commissioners,    7    Barr.  5  Race  v.  Ward,  3  EL  ft  BL  710. 

(Pa.)  348.  0  Supra,  e.  1  et  leq. 
«  Duckworth    T,    WatsonviUe    Co., 
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The  riparian  right  passes  without  mention  on  a  sale  of  the  land 
as  part  and  parcel  of  it  unless  expressly  reserved.'' 

If  a  landowner  subdivides,  selling  the  upper  half  on  which  the 
stream  rises,  retaining  the  lower  half  through  which  it  flows,  his 
riparian  right  as  to  the  lower  half  remains  unaffected,  not  extinct 
by  unity  of  possession.^  Where  he  sells  part  not  abutting  upon 
the  stream,  reference  is  made  to  other  places.' 


(3d  ed.) 

§  846.  Grants  and  Contracts  are  Binding  Between  the  Parties 
Thereto. — A  grant  or  contract  of  or  concerning  water  between 
riparian  owners  is  binding  upon  them,  their  privies  and  successors. 
The  grant  or  contract  is  binding  upon  the  parties  to  it.^® 

Likewise,  between  the  parties,  a  grant  between  a  riparian  and  a 
nonriparian  owner  is  binding  between  them.^^  A  riparian  owner 
may  grant  the  land  but  reserve  the  use  of  the  water,  which  will  be 
binding  inter  seP  Or  he  may  grant  all  his  riparian  right  to  an- 
other, reserving  only  use  for  domestic  purposes.  Where  a  riparian 
proprietor  conveyed  his  rights  to  another,  reserving  only  domestic 
use,  the  grant  was  held  binding  between  the  parties  and  privies^ 
and  the  purchase  by  the  grantor  or  his  successors  of  other  rights 
below  stream  thereafter  is  not  material.*'  An  exclusive  or  any 
other  various  use  may  be  given  to  one  party  by  decree  on  a  parti- 
tion of  a  riparian  tract,  which  will  bind  the  parties  to  the  partition 


7  Supra,  sec.  711. 

8  Shury  v.  Piggott,  Poph.  169,  79 
Eng.  Reprint,  1263;  Worthen  v. 
White  etc.  Co.,  74  N.  J.  Eq.  647,  70 
Atl.  471;  City  of  Paterson  v.  East 
Jersey  W.  Co.,  74  N.  J.  Eq.  49,  70 
Atl.  479. 

9  Supra,  see.  769  et  seq;  infra,  see. 
845  et  seq. 

10  Painter  v.  Pasadena  etc.  Co.,  91 
Cal.  74,  27  Pac.  539;  Outhouse  v. 
Berry,  42  Or.  593,  72  Pac.  584 ;  Yocco 
V.  Conroy,  104  Cal.  468,  38  Pac.  107 ; 
City  of  Salem  v.  Salem  etc.  Co.,  12 
Or.  374,  7  Pac.  497;  Gould  v.  Staf- 
ford, 91  Cal.  146,  27  Pac.  534;  Nich- 
ols V.  New  England  etc.  Co.,  100 
Mich.  230,  59  N.  W.  155 ;  Churchill  v. 
Baumann,  104  Cal.  369,  36  Pac.  93, 
38  Pac.  43;  Rose  v.  Mesmer,  142  Cal. 
322,  75  Pac.  905;  Fuller  v.  Azuza 
Co.,  138  Cal.  204,  71  Pac.  98;  Wardle 
V.  Brocklehurst,  1  El.  &  El.  1058;  6 
Jar.,  N.  3.,  319,  and  eases  infra* 


11  Yocco  V.  Conroy,  104  Cal.  468, 
38  Pac.  107:  Gould  v.  Staflford,  91 
Cal.  146,  27  Pac.  543:  Alhambra  etc. 
Co.  V.  Mayberry,  88  Cal.  74,  25  Pac. 
1101;  Duckworth  v.  Watsonville  Co., 
158  Cal.  206,  110  Pac.  927 ;  Strong  v. 
Baldwin,  154  Cal.  150,  129  Am.  St. 
Rep.  149,  97  Pac.  178;  Hudson  v. 
Dailey,  156  Cal.  617,  105  Pac.  748. 

12  Walker  v.  Lillingston,  137  Cal. 
401,  70  Pac.  282. 

13  Duckworth  v.  Watsonville  etc. 
Co.,  150  Cal.  520,  89  Pac.  338,  say- 
ing: "By  reason  of  its  purchase  of 
these  riparian  rights  the  company  pos- 
isessed  the  right,  so  far  as  that  land 
and  its  owners  were  concerned,  to  use 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  waters 

.  of  the  lake  except  such  as  were  nec- 
essary for  domestic  use  and  for  the 
watering  of  stock  thereon."  See 
Same  v.  Same,  158  Cal.  206,  110  Pic. 
927. 


902  (3d  ed.)    Pt.  lY.    THE  COMMON  LAW  OF  RIPARIAN  BIGHTS.     S  845 


and  their  successors  and  privies.^^    In  one  case  ^^  all  the  land  in 
suit  was  a  part  of  an  orifzrinal  rancho  (ranchito),  through  the  entire 
length  of  which  the  river  has  always  flowed,  and  in  the  segregation 
of  said  rancho  by  deeds  and  partition  decree  among  a  large  number 
of  people,  the  riparian  right  of  the  ranchito  was  apportioned  among 
the  various  subdivisions.     All  the  parties  to  the  suit  being  holders 
under  such  deeds  or  former  decrees,  they  were  held  to  the  rights 
so  defined,  which  rights  were  held  to  pass  by  express  mention  in  all 
deeds  subsequent  to  the  original  ones,  even  though  some  of  the 
subdivisions   were  nonriparian  to  the  stream.*'    Likewise,    upon 
subdivision  of  a  riparian  tract,  there  may  pass  with  the  subdivided 
portions  (though  nonriparian  after  the  subdivision),  as  against  the 
grantor  and  his  privies  and  successors  in  interest  of  the  other  por- 
tions, water-rights  by  implication  from  circumstances,   as  where 
some  of  the  subdivided  portions  had  previously  been  receiving  water 
and  there  existed,  at  the  time  of  the  subdivision,  ditches  leading 
thereto,  or  other  conditions  indicating  an  intention  that  it  should 
continue  to  have  water,  notwithstanding  its  being  now  severed  from 
the  stream.*^    But  these  rulings  were  only  as  between  the  parties, 
their  privies  and  successors.     Where  a  riparian  owner  subdivides 
his  land  and  sells  a  part  of  it  not  abutting  upon  the  stream  (which 
thereby  becomes  ipso  facto,  because  of  natural  situation,  nonri- 
parian), but  includes  a  stipulation  that  the  grantee  may  take  water, 


14  Verdugo  Canyon  W.  Co.  v.  Ver- 
dugo  (1908),  152  Cal.  655,  93  Pac. 
1021;  Rose  v.  Mesmer,  142  Cal.  322, 
75  Pac.  905;  Strong  v.  Baldwin 
(1908),  154  Cal.  150,  129  Am.  St. 
Rep.  149,  97  Pac.  178;  Hudson  v. 
Dailey,  156  Cal.  748,  105  Pac.  748; 
Moore  v.  Parker  (1908),  149  N.  0. 
288,  62  8.  E.  1083. 

15  Strong  V.  Baldwin  (1908),  154 
Cal.  150, 129  Am.  St.  Bep.  149,  97  Pac. 
178. 

10  The  opinion  is  not  clear  upon 
this  question,  as  to  grants  purely  be- 
tween the  parties,  and  the  other  ques- 
tion in  the  next  section,  as  to  grants 
against  riparian  owners  strangers 
thereto.  The  opinion  says  the 
grantees  owning  nonriparian  sub- 
divisions "are  all  riparian  owners," 
and  that  as  to  them  their  right  "is 
still  a  riparian  right,  and  is  in  strict 
technical  language  'parcel  of  the 
land*  conveyed."  Such  expressions 
wer«  not  intended  to  give  the  impres- 


sion that  a  rule  was  being  laid  down 
that  would  bind  other  riparian  owners 
not  parties  or  privies  to  nor  claiming 
under  the  ori^nal  ranchito  or  its 
deeds  or  partitions.  Such  "stranger** 
riparian  owners  were  not  involved  in 
the  case;  as  to  them,  as  discussed  in 
the  next  section,  the  expressions  do 
not  appl^.  As  between  the  parties 
and  privies  themselves  alone,  it  mat- 
ters little  what  name  be  given  to 
their  rights;  they  may  bind  them- 
selves and  their  privies  and  successors 
in  interest  as  they  please. 

17  Hudson  V.  Dailey,  156  Cal.  617. 
105  Pac.  748,  dictum,  holding  that 
where,  on  a  partition  of  a  riparian 
tract  between  A  and  B,  an  agree- 
ment is  made  concerning  the  water, 
the  successors  of  A  can  claim  the 
benefit  thereof  against  the  successors 
of  B;  but  it  will  not  affect  the  rights 
of  the  successors  of  A  as  between 
themselves  alone.  (Quaere,  as  to  the 
statute  of  frauds.) 
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such  grant  is  binding  upon  the  grantor,  his  privies  and  succes- 
sors.** 

As  against  himself  or  the  grantor,  the  grantee  may  assign  his 
granted  right  in  gross  separate  from  his  land,  if  expressly  so  in- 
tended.** 

Where,  on  the  sale  of  his  rights,  the  riparian  owner  reserves  a 
use  for  a  limited  purpose,  such  as  for  a  hydraulic  ram,  the  reserva- 
tion is  not  lost  by  nonuser  for  that  purpose.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  846.  Same. — With  respect  to  the  reason  upon  which  grants 
are  thus  binding  between  the  parties,  it  is  sometimes  said  that 
a  grant  between  riparian  owners  is  not  a  transfer  of  a  right,  but 
an  extinguishment  thereof,  as  though  it  were  an  easement.^*  Sec- 
tion 801,  Civil  Code  of  California,  declares  the  right  to  have  water 
flow  is  a  servitude  on  land,  and  section  811  declares  the  effect 
of  a  grant  in  derogation  of  this  servitude  is  to  extinguish  it  The 
question  arises  chiefly  in  connection  with  the  statute  of  frauds, 
holding  that  a  parol  license  does  not  grant  anything  within  the 
statute,  but  rather  estops  the  licensor  from  asserting  any  right.^ 
But  the  prevailing  view  is  that  the  riparian  right  is  not  an  ease- 
ment or  servitude,  and  the  parol  license  cases  do  not,  on  the  better 
authority,  proceed  upon  such  a  distinction  at  law,  but  rely  upon 
equitable  principles  of  a  different  kind  where  acted  upon  and  ex- 
pense incurred ;  being  irrevocable  in  equity.^ 

A  recent  California  case  reasoning  upon  the  ground  of  estoppel 
seems  to  have  given  the  court  much  difficulty.  A  water  company 
organized  to  supply  a  town  from  a  lake  got  deeds  from  most  of  the 
riparian  owners  thereon  for  a  small  riparian  strip  of  land  cutting 
off  their  frontage.  The  grant  from  one  of  the  riparian  owners, 
however,  did  not  convey  such  a  riparian  strip,  but  granted  ''all  his 


IS  Infra,  sec.  847.  As  to  the  effect 
of  expansion  or  contraction  of  ripa- 
rian boundaries  bj  purchase  or  sale 
of  parts,  see  further  the  chapter  upon 
riparian  land.     Supra,  sec.  765  et  seq. 

19  Duckworth  v.  Watsonville  Co., 
158  Cal.  206,  110  Pac.  927.  See 
Goodrich  v.  Burbank,  12  Allen,  459, 
90  Am.  Dee.  161;  Lonsdale  Co.  y. 
Moies,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  8496;  Rood  v. 
Johnson,  26  Vt.  64;  Poull  v.  Mockley, 
33  Wis.  482;'  Hill  v.  Shorej,  42  Vt. 
614.     See  supra,  sec.  550  et  seq.,  "ap- 


purtenance;"  rishts  obtained  from 
riparian  owners  bj  grant  become  sub- 
ject to  the  rules  there  discussed, 
rather  than  the  rules  governing 
original  riparian  rights. 

20  Walker  v.  LiUingston,   137   Cal. 
401,  70  Pac.  282. 

21  See  Lux  v.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255, 
293,  10  Plac.  674. 

22  Angell  on  Watercourses,  7th  ed., 
p.  498. 

23  Supra,  see.  555,  parol  sale. 
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riparian  rights/'  Thereafter  defendant,  a  successor  of  this  ripa- 
rian owner,  sought  to  take  water  from  the  lake.  It  was  held  that  a 
grant  of  a  strip  of  land  was  not  needed  to  convey  the  riparian 
right;  and  that  the  defendant  was  estopped  by  the  grant  from 
taking  water  for  use  on  that  riparian  land,  and  this  estoppel  was 
irrespective  of  any  question  of  quantity.  But  the  court  seems  to 
have  thought  that  the  grant  does  not  estop  him  from  using  water 
upon  some  other  land.^* 

As  considered  in  another  place,  the  writer  is  inclined  to  think 
that  it  is  not  a  question  of  estoppel,  but  that  the  grant  is  binding 
between  the  parties  to  it  because,  whatever  might  be  the  effect 
thereof  upon  other  riparian  owners  strangers  to  it,  such  question 
can  be  raised  only  by  the  persons  injuriously  affected.  It  allows 
the  grantee,  against  his  grantor,  to  do  acts  which  are  unlawful 
against  the  outstanding  riparian  owners,  who  are  thereby  disseised/ 
but  it  is  equivalent  (to  the  amount  granted)  to  an  out-and-out  con- 
veyance of  the  natural  resource — the  flow  and  use  of  the  stream — 
as  between  the  parties.^ 

Where  all  the  riparian  rights  on  a  stream  are  dealt  with  together 
in  one  contract,  a  right  similar  in  result  to  a  public-land  appropria- 
tion may  arise,  since  all  who  could  complain  have  contracted  away 
their  rights.  A  severance  of  riparian  rights  by  a  sole  riparian 
proprietor  hence  is  a  close  counterpart  of  a  public-land  appropria- 
tion. An  ** appropriation"  is,  on  the  other  hand,  under  the  Cali- 
fornia doctrine,  a  grant  of  water  on  public  land  from  the  United 
States  so  far. as  it  was  in  pioneer  days  a  sole  riparian  proprietor.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  847.  But  as  Affecting  Noncontracting  Riparian  Proprietors, 
Grants  or  Contracts  or  Sales  of  Water,  or  of  Water-right  are  In- 
valid.— ^A  riparian  proprietor  has,  in  his  riparian  right,  something 


24  Duckworth  V.  Watsonville  Co., 
158  Cal.  206,  110  Pac.  927.  Sed  qu. 
Sui)p680  I  grant  all  mj  riparian 
right  and  before  mj  grantee  starts 
work  I  divert  the  whole  stream  to 
nonriparian  land:  Would  not  this  be 
a  clear  fraud  upon  my  grantee  f  See 
supra,  sec.  246,  appropriation  on 
private  land. 

25  Supra,  sees.  246,  626  et  seq. 

1  Supra,  Part  II.  "Where  ft 
stream  rises,  flows,  and  falls  into  the 
sea  within  the  lands  of  one  owner^  hia 


right  of  property  is  unaffected  by 
any  other  interest,  and  his  absolute 
dominion  over  it  is  .uncontrolled. 
(Lord  Blantyre  v.  Dunn  (1848),  10 
D.  509,  at  p.  529;  Fergusson  v.  Shir- 
reff  (1844),  6- D.  1363,  at  p.  1374.) 
Where  all  the  owners,  if  more  than 
one,  agree  to  any  dealing  with  a 
stream,  no  question  can  arise.     (Fer- 

fusson  V.  Shirreff,  6  D.,  at  p.  1374)." 
Ferguson  on   The  Law  of  Water  in 
Scotland,  p.  198. 
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of  value  as  a  part  of  his  land,  which  is  entitled  to  protection  against 
other  riparian  proprietors.  Can  he  sever  this  species  of  property 
from  his  land  and  give  his  nonriparian  grantee  the  same  right  of 
protection  against  other  riparian  owners  in  the  granted  use  as  he 
himself  hadY 

The  rule  stated  as  a  general  principle  is,  that  he  cannot,  follow- 
ing the  English  case  of  Stockport  W.  W.  v.  Potter,^  where  a  non- 
riparian  grantee  using  the  water  for  household  consumption  and 
town  water  supply  was  not  allowed  to  recover  damages  from  an 
upper  riparian  owner  who  polluted  the  water  with  chemicals.  The 
rule  against  nonriparian  use  has  been  likened  in  this  respect  to  the 
use  of  a  right  of  pasture  appurtenant  to  land  which  cannot  be 
transferred  for  a  purpose  not  referable  to  the  land  to  which  it  was 
appurtenant.  **The  right  of  a  riparian  owner  to  the  flow  of  water 
may,  in  this  respect,  be  compared  to  a  right  of  common  for  cattle 
levant  and  couchant  upon  land ;  this  right  cannot  be  aliened  from 
the  land."^  As  laid  down  in  the  Stockport  case:  '^It  seems  to  us 
clear  that  the  rights  which  a  riparian  proprietor  has  with  respect 
to  the  water  are  entirely  derived  from  his  possession  of  land  abut- 
ting on  the  river.  If  he  grants  away  any  portion  of  his  land  so 
abutting,  then  the  grantee  becomes  a  riparian  proprietor  and  has 
similar  rights.  But  if  he  grants  away  a  portion  of  his  estate  not 
abutting  on  the  river,  then  clearly  the  grantee  of  the  land  would 
have  no  water  rights  by  virtue  merely  of  his  occupation.  Can 
he  have  them  by  express  grant  Y  It  seems  to  us  that  the  true  answer 
to  this  is  that  he  can  have  them  against  the  grantor  but  not  so  as 
to  sue  other  persons  in  his  own  name  for  an  infringement  of 
them."*  The  present  Enjjlish  law  is  clearly  settled  in  support  of 
the  Stockport  case.^    In  the  leading  English  case  the  directors  of 


t  8  Hurl.  &  C.  300. 

8  Bo  wen,  L.  J.,  in  Ormerod  t.  Tod- 
morden  Mill  Co.,  11  Q.  B.  D.  172. 
In  Jenkfl  on  Modern  Land  Law,  page 
166,  the  author  says:  "These  rights 
[natural  rights]  are,  in  simple  truth, 
merely  fractions  of  that  compi^z 
bundle  of  ^^R^^  which  we  call 
ownership,"  "They  [probably]  can- 
not be  severed  from  the  general 
rights  of  ownership  of  which  they 
form  part."  Citing  Stockport  W.  W. 
V.  Potter,  but  saying  it  is  a  little 
difficult  to  reconcile  this  with  Nuttall 
V.  Bracewell,  L.  R.  2  Ex.  1. 

4  Stockport  W.  W.  V.  Potter^  8 
Hurl.  &  C.  300,  at  326. 


5  McCartney  v.  Londonderry  etc. 
Co.  (1904),  L.  R.  App.  Cas.  301, 
House  of  Lords,  per  Lindley,  L.  J,: 
"The  railroad  company  in  this  case 
became  riparian  owners  simply  by 
buying  a  small  strip  of  land  crossed 
by  the  stream.  They  thereby  ac- 
quired the  water-rights,  whatever 
they  were,  of  the  owners  of  the  lands 
so  bought,  but  they  acquired  no 
greater  rights  than  he  could  give 
them  in  respect  to  that  land.  These 
rights  did  not  include  the  right  to 
take  water  from  the  stream  for  con- 
sumption off  the  land,  the  possession 
of  which  conferred  his  rights." 
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a  water  company  purchased  a  mill  so  as  to  become  riparian  owners, 
and  used  the  water  not  only  for  the  purposes  and  in  the  manner 
allowed  by  law  to  every  riparian  owner,  but  collected  it  into 
a  permanent  reservoir  for  sale  in  an  adjacent  town,  and  it  was 
held  that  this  was  not  a  use  of  the  stream  such  as  could  justifiably 
be  made  by  an  upper  riparian  owner.* 

Such,  also,  is  the  general  rule  in  American  common-law  jurisdic- 
tions. Water  cannot  be  diverted  from  riparian  owners  (except  by 
grant,  condemnation  or  prescription)  for  sale  as  a  city  water 
supply.'' 

The  California  law  has  expressly  followed  the  English  law.  In 
Gould  v.  Eaton,®  it  was  held :  **It  is  not  necessary  here  to  determine 
the  extent  to  which  such  uses  may  be  carried,  or  the  purposes  to 
which  the  water  may  be  applied.  They  do  not  in  any  case  include 
the  right  as  against  an  inferior  proprietor  to  divert  the  water  to 
uonriparian  lands.  Each  riparian  owner  is  entitled  to  the  natural 
flow  of  the  stream  through  his  land,  with  the  limitation,  however, 
that  the  superior  proprietor  may  take  therefrom  such  an  amount 
as  he  is  entitled  to  for  riparian  purposes.  The  superior  proprietor 
cannot,  however,  divert  to  nonriparian  lands  the  water  which  he 
would  have  a  right  to  use  for  riparian  purposes,  but  which,  he 
does  not  in  fact  use.  His  riparian  right  is  appurtenant  to  the  land 
bordering  on  the  stream,  and  does  not  give  him  the  right  to  divert 
the  water  to  lands  which  are  not  riparian  to  the  stream,  and,  as  he 
cannot  exercise  his  right  himself,  he  cannot  as  against  an  inferior 
proprietor,  confer  it  upon  another.  As  against  himself  or  his 
grantee  he  may  contract  for  the  diversion  of  the  water  to  non- 
riparian  lands,®  but  the  rights  of  the  inferior  proprietor  will  not 
be  aflEected  by  such  contract.  If  he  does  not  in  fact  use  any  of  the 
water  himself,  the  inferior  proprietor  has  a  right  to  the  flow  of  the 


0  Swindon  Waterworks  Co.  v.  Wilts 
A  Berks  Canal  Nav.  Co.,  L.  B.  7  H. 
L.  697;  affirming  the  judgment  of 
the  Lords  Justices,  L.  B.  9  Ch.  451. 
This  decision  was  followed  in  the  case 
of  Owen  V.  Smith  (W.  N.  (Scotch) 
1874,  p.  175)  where  the  Master  of 
the  Bolls  restrained  a  board  of 
health,  who  were  riparian  owners, 
from  diverting  the  water  of  a  stream 
into  their  reservoir  for  purposes  of 
sale. 

7  A  few  cased  among  many  are 
Parry  v.  Citizens'  W.  Co.,  59  Hun, 
199,  13  N.  Y.  Supp.  471;  Standen  v. 


New  RocheUe  W.  Co.,  91  Hun,  272, 
36  N.  Y.  Supp.  92;  Citj  of  Psiterson 
V.  East  Jersey  W.  Co.,  74  N.  J.  Ch. 
49,  70  Atl.  472;  Saunders  v.  Bluefield 
W.  W.  Co.  (W.  Va.),  58  Fed.  133; 
Haupt's  Appeal,  125  Pa.  211,  17  Atl. 
436,  3  L.  R.  A.  536;  Lord  v.  Mead- 
ville  W.  Co.,  135  Pa.  122,  20  Am. 
St.  Rep.  864,  19  Atl.  1007,  8  L.  B. 
A    202.       • 

8  117  Cal.  542,  49  Pac.  577,  38  L. 
B.  A.  181. 

9  Citing  Gould  v.  Stafford,  91  Cal. 
146,  27  Fac.  543;  Yocco  v.  Conrov, 
104  Cal.  468,  38  Pac.  107. 
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entire  stream."**  A  more  recent  California  case  says:  ** Further- 
more, his  riparian  right  is  limited  to  his  riparian  land.  It  gave  no 
right  to  use  any  of  the  water  of  the  stream  for  any  purpose,  upon 
land  not  riparian,  nor  upon  any  riparian  land  other  than  his  own. 
No  one  can  sell  or  convey  to  another  that  which  he  does  not  himself 
own.  Qrimmer  could  not,  by  a  transfer  of  his  riparian  rights,  sell 
to  the  plaintiff,  as  against  third  persons  having  interests  in  the 
water,  the  right  to  use  the  water  upon  any  land,  riparian  or  non- 
riparian,  except  his  own,  to  yi^hich  it  originally  attached.  His  deed 
operated  to  prevent  him  from  complaining  of  a  diversion,  but  it  did 
not  affect  other  parties,"  and  in  the  same  caflse,  as  to  a  water  com- 
pany which  was  involved,  the  court  said:  **But  the  mere  fact  that 
the  company  is  a  riparian  owner  on  the  lake  gives  it  no  right  what- 
ever to  the  water  of  the  lake,  except  for  actual  beneficial  use  upon 
the  land  to  which  the  riparian  rights  attach."** 

It  is  the  settled  rule  in  California  that  water  cannot,  to  the 
detriment  of  opposing  riparian  owners  (except  by  grant,  con- 
demnation or  prescription  or  by  public  land  appropriation),  be 
taken  from  a  stream  for  sale.  A  late  California  case  very  em- 
phatically holds  that  one  riparian  owner  is  not  entitled  to  divert 
the  waters  of  a  stream  for  use  at  a  distant  city  or  for  commercial 
purposes,  so  as  to  prevent  another  riparian  owner,  to  whom  the 
waters  would  otherwise  be  available,  from  using  them  on  his  lands.*^ 
One  California  case  **  presented  facts  very  similar  to  the  Stockport 
case,  and,  without  citing  that  case,  reached  the  same  result  on  prin- 
ciple; namely,  that  one  taking  water  for  sale  for  nonriparian  city 
supply  cannot  enjoin  pollution  by  an  upper  riparian  owner."    In 


10  Citing  Stockport  Water  Works  v. 
Potter,  and  Water  Works  Co.  v.  Wilte 
etc.  Canal  Co.,  supra. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  case  of  San 
Joaquin  Co.  v.  Fresno  Flume  Co. 
(Cal.),  112  Pac.  182,  which  affects 
this  point. 

11  Duckworth  v.  Watsonville  etc. 
Co.,  150  Cal.  520,  89  Pac.  338.  Note 
the  words  "beneficial  use."  Upon  a 
second  appeal  it  was  said  that  where 
a  riparian  owner  used  forty  inches 
of  water  for  nonriparian  town  supply, 
and  another  riparian  owner  later  took 
one  hundred  and  forty-two  inches  for 
irrigating  his  riparian  land,  if  this 
were  the  whole  case,  the  former  could 
have  no  relief.  Duckworth  v.  Wat- 
sonville Co.,  158  Cal.  206,  110  Pac 
927. 


12  Miller  t.  Bay  Cities  W.  Co.,  157 
Cal.  256,  107  Pac.  115.  See,  also, 
Logan  V.  Guichard  (Cal.  1911),  114 
Pac.  989. 

13  People  ex  rel.  Ricks  etc.  Co.  v. 
Elk  B.  Co.,  107  Cal.  221,  48  Am.  St. 
Bep.  121,  40  Pac.  486. 

14  See,  also,  Stoner  v.  Patten 
(1909),  132  Ga.  178,  63  8.  E.  897. 
The  right  of  a  proprietor  to  use  a 
due  proportion  of  the  waters  of  a 
stream  upon  which  his  lands  border, 
for  irrigatioiL  purposes,  cannot  be 
affected  by  the  grant  of  a  right  to 
divert  the  waters  of  the  same  stream, 
made  by  an  adjacent  proprietor. 
Anaheim  Water  Co.  v.  Semi-Tropic 
Water  Co.,  64  Cal.  185,  30  Pac.  623. 
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authority  to  the  effect  that  a  riparian  owner  may  pass  some  right 
to  a  nonriparian  owner  or  nonriparian  use,  enforceable  against  other 
riparian  owners.  These  authorities  are  collected  in  the  note.  As 
they  constitute  a  complete  list  of  all  that  the  writer  could  find 
after  considerable  search  (while  the  decisions  opposing  them  are 
innumerable),  it  will  be  seen  that  they  form  a  very  small  minority." 

(3d  ed.) 

§  849.  How  Far  the  Opposing  Cases  can  be  Supported  upon 
Principle. — So  far  as  these  cases  relied  (as  to  some  extent  they 
did)  upon  a  contention  that  the  facts  showed  the  nonriparian 
grantee's  use  to  be  a  ''reasonable  use/'  they  are  opposed  to  the 
weight  of  authority,  and  cannot  be  sustained,  either,  upon  prin- 
ciple; and  since  the  recent  decision  in  Miller  v.  Madera  Co.^  are 


tent  that  their  exercise  comes  within 
the  limits  of  the  natural  riparian 
rights  of  the  lower  owner."  Such  a 
grant  to  a  city  gives  it  no  ri^ht  to 
divert  the  water,  but  gives  it  the 
same  right  as  its  riparian  grantor 
had  to  restrain  a  diversion  by  an 
upper  riparian  owner.  (The  city  had 
near-by  lands  laid  out  as  a  park,  and 
the  proximity  of  the  river  was  im- 
portant to  the  park.)  City  of  Pater- 
son  V.  East  Jersey  W.  Co.,  74  N.  J. 
Eq.  49,  70  Atl.  480. 

24  England. — Nuttall  v,  Bracewell, 
L.  B.  2  Ex.  1;  Kensit  v.  Great  East- 
ern By.,  27  Ch.  D.  122,  quoted  supra, 
sec.  823;  Earl  of  Sandwich  y.  Great 
Northern  By.,  10  Ch.  D.  707.  The 
last,  however,  was  expressly  over- 
ruled in  McCartney  v.  Londonderry 
By.,  quoted  in  the  preceding  section; 
and  if  the  English  decisions  still 
have  any  force  in  this  direction,  it 
is  very  limited. 

California. — Arroyo  D.  Co.  v.  Bald- 
win (1909),  155  Cal.  280,  100  Pac. 
674,  and  see  cases  cited  supra,  sec. 
822  et  seq. 

Indiana. — Bristol  etc.  Co.  v.  Boyer, 
67  Ind.  236. 

Massachtisetts. — Elliott  t.  Fitch- 
burg  Ry.,  10  Cush.  191,  57  Am.  Dec. 
85.  But  in  this  matter  the  later 
Massachusetts  cases  have  a  contrary 
tendency. 

Michigan. — Hall  v.  City  of  Ionia, 
38  Mich.  493. 

Minnesota. — St.  Anthony  Co.  v. 
City  of  Minneapolis,  41  Minn.  270, 
43  N.  W.  56. 


New  JffampsTiire.— Gillis  v.  Chase, 
67  N.  H.  161,  68  Am.  St.  Rep.  645, 
31  Atl.  18;  Jones  v.  Aqueduct,  62  N. 
H.  488. 

New  Jersey, — See  cases  in  preced- 
ing note. 

Oregon, — "Riparian  rights  may  be- 
come the  subject  of  a  grant  or  dedica- 
tion, and  may  be  severed  from  the 
soil."  Coquille  Mill  etc.  Co.  v.  John- 
son, 52  Or.  547,  132  Am.  St.  Rep.  716. 
98  Pac.  132 ;  Montgomery  v.  Shaver.  40 
Or.  244,  66  Pac.  923;  Hough  v.  Por- 
ter, 51  Or.  318,  96  Pac.  732,  98  Pac 
1083,  102  Pac.  728.  Cf.  Jones  v. 
Conn,  39  Or.  30,  87  Am.  St.  Rep.  634, 
64  Pac.  855,  65  Pac.  1068,  54  L.  R.  A. 
630. 

Pennsylvania, — City  of  Reading  ▼. 
Althouse,  93  Pa.  400. 

Bhode  Island, — Matteson  v.  Wilbur, 
11  R.  I.  545. 

Vermont, — ^Lawrie  v.  Silsby  (1904), 
76  Vt.  240,  104  Am.  St.  Rep.  927, 
56  Atl.  1106;  Si^ne  ▼.  Same  (1909), 
82  Vt.  505,  74  Atl.  94;  Percival  ▼. 
Williams,  82  Vt.  531,  74  AU.  321. 

Miscellaneous. — 24  Am.  &  Eng. 
Ency.  of  Law,  982;  note  by  Justice 
Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  to  3  Kent's 
Commentaries,  14th  ed.,  p.  689; 
Decker  v.  Pac.  etc.  Co.  (Alaska),  164 
Fed.  977;  note  in  40  L.  R.  A.  393. 

Some  of  these  cases  are  positive 
upon  the  point  under  consideration, 
but  most  of  them  show  confusion, 
citing  cases  decided  only  between 
parties  or  privies  to  the  contract  it- 
self. 

25  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac,  502,  22  L. 
R.  A.,  N.  S.,  391. 
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not  authority  in  California.  But  whether,  by  confining  the  deci- 
sion to  the  parties  litigant,  there  may,  while  casting  out  all  thought 
of  ** reasonableness,"  nevertheless  be  some  principle  to  support  them 
in  extreme  cases — this  is  a  question  so  closely  involved  with  the 
previous  chapter  that  the  reader  is  referred  there  for  further  dis- 
cussion.^ 

(3d  ed.) 

§  860.  In  the  Civil  Law. — Some  interest  may  be  taken  by  the 
reader  in  the  civil-law  authorities  quoted  in  a  later  chapter  upon 
this  matter.  As  a  general  statement  their  rule  is  the  same  as  the 
common-law  rule ;  grants  are  invalid  as  to  noncontracting  riparian 
owners.  Nevertheless  some  expressions  exist  to  the  contrary  in  the 
civil  law  also,  which  shows  that  the  matter  has  given  rise  to  the 
same  differences  in  the  civil  law  as  in  the  common  law,  and  that 
it  is  a  question  of  inherent  diflSculty.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  861.    Conclusions. — (a)     A  riparian    owner   may   contract 

with  other  riparian  owners  or  with  noniriparian  owners  as  he  sees 

fit,  which  will  bind  himself,  his  privies  and  successors. 

(b)  He  can  make  no  contract  which  will  abridge  any  right  of 
any  noncontracting  riparian  owner  and  be  valid  against  such 
owner;  which,  as  a  general  rule,  prevents  any  contract  by  one 
riparian  owner  being  valid  against  any  noncontracting  riparian 
owner. 

(c)  If  there  is  any  exception,  it  depends  upon  the  same  con- 
siderations as  those  set  forth  in  the  two  preceding  chapters  regard- 
ing nonriparian  use  or  excessive  riparian  use. 


1  We  there  concluded  that  the  pro- 
hibition of  nonriparian  use  arises 
out  of  two  considerations:  (a)  that 
nonriparian  owners  have  no  access  to 
the  water;  and  (b)  that  the  riparian 
owner  (who  has  access)  can  excuse 
damage  to  the  hind  of  a  neighbor 
onlj  by  the  reasonable  use  of  his 
own  (the  riparian)  land.  Applying 
these  principles,  a  grant  of  access  to 
another  removed  the  first  ground  of 
the  prohibition.  The  second  ground 
(reasonable  use  of  the  riparian  land 
through  which  the  right  is  derived) 
is  material  only  in  excuse  of  possible 


damage,  and  perhaps  disappears  also 
in  the  extreme  case  upon  large 
streams  where  it  is  shown  (the  non- 
riparian use  having  the  burden  of 
proof)  that  no  damage  to  complain- 
ant's capacity  of  use  of  his  land  at 
any  time,  or  to  its  value  or  enjoy- 
ment, can  possibly  (even  in  the 
future)  accrue.  The  question  arises, 
however,  whether  this  is  not  simply 
a  roundabout  definition  of  the  rule 
**d€  minimis  nan  curat  lex." 

2  Infra,  sec.  1027,  under  the  civil 
law. 


§§  852-860.     (Blank  numbers). 
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CHAPTER  37. 

LOSS  OF  RIPARIAN  RIGHT. 

A.     ABANDONMENT    AND    ADVEBSB   USE.— AVITLSIolr. 

§  861.    No  abandonment. 
§  862.    ATulsion. 
8  863.    Adverse  use. 

B.    EMINENT  DOMAIN. 

§  864.    Biparian  right  may  be  condemned. 
§  865.    Clark  v.  Nash. 
§  866.    Procedure  on  eminent  domain. 
88  867-879.     (Blank  nnmberi.) 

A.    ABANDONMENT  AND  ADVEBSE  USE— AVULSION. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  861.  No  Abandonment. — Riparian  rights  cannot  be  lost  bv 
abandonment,  wherein  they  differ  in  an  essential  element  from  ap- 
propriations. The  latter  depend  on  continued  beneficial  use;  but 
in  the  riparian  right,  future  possible  use  stands  as  high  as  actual 
present  use.  Riparian  rights  remain  both  against  other  riparian 
owners  and  against  nonriparian  owners,  though  the  water  is  put 
to  no  use  at  all.^ 

The  fact  that  a  riparian  owner  does  not  use  the  water,  not  only 
gives  nonriparian  owners  no  rights,  but  does  not  even  enlarge  the 
rights  of  other  riparian  owners  against  him ;  for  the  riparian  right 
is  primarily  to  the  use  of  one's  own  land,  and  a  failure  to  make 
such  use  does  not  affect  the  right  to  use  the  land  when  desired  ; 
just  as  the  failure  for  a  long  time  to  build  a  house  on  the  land 
does  not,  of  itself,  deprive  the  owner  of  the  right  to  build  one  when 


1  Hargrave  v.  Cook,  108  Cal.  72, 
41  Pac.  18,  30  L.  B.  A.  390;  Lux  v. 
Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674;' 
Bathgate  v.  Irvine,  126  Cal.  140,  77 
Am.  St.  Bep.  158,  58  Pac.  442;  Cave 
V.  Tyler,  133  Cal.  568,  65  Pac.  1089; 
Duckworth  v.  Watsonville  etc.  Co., 
150  Cal.  520,  89  Pac.  336;  New  York 
etc.  Co.  V.  Rothery,  132  N.  Y.  293,  28 
Am.  St.  Rep.  575,  30  N.  E.  841; 
Corning  v.  Troy  Iron  etc.  Factory,  40 
N.  Y.  191.  See,  also,  cases  cited 
supra,  sec.  117,  in  support  of  the  Cali- 


fornia doctrine.  Hudson  v.  Dailey, 
156  Cal.  617,  105  Pac.  748  (thirty 
years'  nonuse  not  cause  loss  of  ri- 
parian right).  ''Le  droit  d'usage  con- 
cede par  I'art  644  [Code  Napoleon, 
affirmative  of  riparian  rights]  .... 
ne  se  perd  pas  par  le  nonusage/'  but 
may  be  lost  by  prescription.  Droit 
Civile  Francais,  by  Aubrey  &  Bau, 
4th  ed.,  vol.  III.,  p.  52.  Likewise 
the  Spanish  law  in  Eschriche, 
"Aguas/'  sec.  1« 
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he  sees  fit.*  Should  a  nonriparian  owner  divert  the  water  above 
the  riparian  owner,  the  nonriparian  owner  will  be  enjoined  so  far 
as  the  water  is  or  may  be  beneficial  to  the  riparian  land,  though 
the  riparian  owner  is  not  himself  using  it;-'  and  should  the  non- 
riparian owner  be  diverting  the  water  below  the  riparian  owner 
who  is  not  using  it,  the  nonriparian  owner  cannot  complain  when 
the  riparian  owner  above  takes  it  from  him  thereafter  for  his  own 
use  upon  his  own  land.^ 

Nonuse  does  not  affect  the  riparian  right.  The  rule  of  the  com- 
mon law  as  stated  in  the  frequently  quoted  passage  from  Creswell, 
J.,  in  Sampson  v.  Hoddinott,'  is:  ''All  persons  having  land  upon 
a  flowing  stream  have,  by  nature,  certain  rights  to  the  use  of  the 
stream,  whether  they  exercise  them  or  not,  and  they  may  begin 
to  exercise  them  whenever  they  will."*  Another  case  says:  **Use 
does  not  create  the  right,  and  disuse  cannot  destroy  or  suspend  it."  ^ 
The  Washington  court  has,  however,  said  in  this  connection:'  ''It 
is  not  to  the  State's  interest  that  the  water  of  a  non-navigable 
stream  should  be  idle  or  going  to  waste  because  one  of  its  citizens 
having  a  preference  right  to  its  use,  unjustifiably  neglects  to  avail 
himself  thereof,  while  otjiers  stand  ready  and  willing,  if  permitted, 
to  apply  it  to  the  irrigation  of  their  arid  lands."'  This  fear  of 
the  rule  permitting  the  nonuse  is  well  justified  in  new  regions,  but 
becomes  less  as  the  riparian  lands  are  well  settled  up,  for  to  that 
may  be  applied  what  Judge  Henshaw  said  (speaking  of  percolating 
water) :  ^^  ''For  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  with  an  abundance  of 
water   .  .  .  .  if  the  soil  itself  was  fit  for  cultivation  those  waters 


a  Tenney   v.   Miners'   Ditch  CJo.,   7 
Cal.  339,  340,  11  Morr.  Min.  Bep.  31. 
8  Supra,  sec.  815  et  seq. 

4  Supra,  note  1.  See,  also,  Red- 
water  Co.  V.  Reed  (8.  D.),  128  N.  W. 
702;  Same  v.  Jones  (8.  D.),  130  N. 
W.  85. 

5  1  Com.  B.,  N.  8.,  590,  8  Jur., 
N.  8.,  243. 

•  Accord  Weiss  ▼.  Oregon  etc.  Co., 
13  Or.  496,  11  Pac.  255;  Gray  v.  Ft. 
Plain,  105  App.  Div.  215,  94  N.  Y. 
8upp.  698;  Rogers  v.  Overacker,  4 
Cal.  App.  333,  87  Pac.  1107. 

T  Lux  ▼.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  390, 
10  Pac.  674.  "It  probably  never  oc- 
curred to  anyone  that  the  owners,  by 
neglecting  to  appropriate  the  grasses 
and  trees  naturally  growing  on  such 
lands  to  some  useful  purpose,  left 
WaUr  Bighti — (8 


them  open  and  subject  to  ft  rightful 
appropriation  by  anyone  else."  Lux 
y.  Haggin,  4  Pac.  919,  at  922  (not 
officially  reported). 

S  State  ex  rel.  Liberty  Lake  etc. 
Co.  V.  Superior  Court,  47  Wash.  310, 
91  Pac.  968. 

»  Cf.  Smith  V.  Hawkins,  110  Cal. 
122,  in  another  connection,  calling  any 
rule  permitting  nonuse  "a  mischievous 
perpetuity."  As  to  percolatitag  water, 
see  Burr  v.  Maclay  R.  Co.,  154  Cal. 
428,  98  Pac.  260,  speaking  the  same 
way,  but  voluntarily  as  a  new  matter 
deciding  in  favor  of  the  landowner 
who  was  not  using  the  water. 

10  In  Newport  v.  Temescal  etc.  Co., 
149  Cal.  531,  87  Pac.  372,  6  L.  B.  A., 
N.  8.,  1098. 
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would  not  long  since  have  been  used  to  transform  the  desert  of 
Perris  valley  into  a  fruitful  garden. ' '  That  is,  upon  the  well-set- 
tled streams,  self-interest  will  induce  the  fullest  use  of  all  the  water 
by  the  riparian  owners* themselves;  and  when  that  stage  is  reached, 
the  advantage  of  the  limitation  to  the  ''reasonable  use  of  one's  own 
land"  outweighs  the  disadvantage  of  having  to  wait  for  full  settle- 
ment to  secure  the  benefits  of  the  system  to  the  public. 

In  adjusting  rights  between  riparian  owners  themselves,  the 
riparian  owner  must  be  left  enough  for  reasonable  riparian  use, 
though  no  evidence  of  an  intent  to  make  such  use  appears.^^ 

Not  only  is  nonuse  no  abandonment,  but  nonuse  raises  no  es- 
toppel in  the  absence  of  additional  matter  showing  active  miscon- 
duct as  discussed  heretofore  on  the  question  of  estoppel.**  The 
magnitude  of  a  hostile  investment  is  not  properly  enough  per  se 
to  raise  an  estoppel.  "Before  locating  the  plant  the  owners  were 
bound  to  know  that  every  riparian  proprietor  is  entitled  to  have 
the  M^aters  of  the  stream  that  washes  his  land  come  to  it  without 
obstruction,  diversion  or  corruption,  subject  only  to  the  reasonable 
use  of  the  water  by  those  similarly  entitled  ....  and  to  determine 
for  themselves,  and  at  their  own  peril,  whether  they  should  be  able 
to  conduct  their  business  upon  a  stream  of  the  size  and  character 
of  Brandywine  Creek  without  injury  to  their  neighbors;  and  the 
magnitude  of  their  investment,  and  their  freedom  from  malice 
furnish  no  reason  why  they  should  escape  the  consequences  of  their 
own  folly.  "i» 

After  water  passes  the  lands  of  a  riparian  proprietor,  so  long  as 
it  is  not  thrown  back  upon  him,  nothing  which  can  be  done  to  or 
♦vith  it  would  bind  him  or  require  action  on  his  part.  It  is  true 
that  lower  down  the  stream  some  person,  either  as  appropriator 
or  a  lower  riparian  proprietor,  may  use  and  claim  to  be  entitled 
to  the  whole  of  the  water,  but  nothing  that  can  be  done  with  it  by 
another  afterward  can  prejudice  the  upper  proprietor.  His  inac- 
tion does  not  create  any  inference  that  he  intends  to  abandon 
any  right  he  may  have,  nor  is  it  regarded  as  an  encouragement 
to  the  appropriator  or  user  to  proceed  in  his  course  or  to  make 
the  expenditures  which  it  may  necessitate.     It,  therefore,  does  not 

11  Wiggins  V.  Muscupiabe  etc.  Co.,  Tnd.  394,  57  N.  E.  719,  56  L.  B.  A. 
113  Cal.  194,  54  Am.  St.  Rep.  337,  45  899,  granting  injunction  against  pol- 
Pac.  160,  32  L.  R.  A.  667.  lution.     Concerning  estoppel,  see   the 

12  Supra,  sees.  593,  594.  diFcnssion  under  the  law  of  appropria- 
IB  Weston  Paper  Co.  v.  Pope,  155      tion,  (tupra,  sees.  593,  616,  65£ 
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give  any  right  either  by  prescription  or  estoppel  which  will  pre- 
vent the  upper  proprietor,  whenever  he  sees  proper,  from  making 
such  use  of  the  water  while  on  his  land  as  he  would  be  entitled 
to  had  no  use  ever  been  made  of  it  at  some  point  farther  down  the 
stream.** 

In  some  Nebraska  cases  the  court  has  greatly  weakened  upon 
this  rule.**^  But  the  point  chiefly  involved  in  those  cases  was  one 
of  eminent  domain,  in  which  connection  they  are  already  considered. 
The  doctrine  that  the  riparian  right  is  not  affected  by  nonuse  is 
modified  also  in  Washington  in  regard  to  eminent  domain  pro- 
ceedings. *• 


(3d  ed.) 

§  862.  Avulsion." — ^The  right  may  be  lost  by  a  natural  change 
in  the  channel,  making  the  stream  flow  elsewhere ;  the  riparian  pro- 
prietor has  no  right  to  ditch  it  back.**  If  the  change  is  sudden 
instead  of  gradual,  it  is  known  as  ** avulsion.'**®  In  case  of  such 
sudden  change  it  has  been  held,  however,  that  the  riparian  pro- 
prietor may  ditch  it  back  if  he  does  not  delay  beyond  a  reasonable 
time.^  At  all  events,  he  has  a  right  to  take  precautions  by  strength- 
ening the  banks  against  sudden  changes  by  freshets  and  washouts,^* 


14  93  Am.  St.  Rep.  717,  note, 
citing  Hanson  v.  McCue,  42  Cal. 
305,  10  Am.  Rep.  299;  Anaheim  etc. 
Co.  V.  Semi-Tropic  etc.  Co.,  64  Cal. 
192,  30  Pac.  623;  Lakeside  etc.  Co. 
V.  Crane,  80  Cal.  181,  22  Pac.  76; 
Alta  etc.  Co.  v.  Hancock,  85  Cal.  219, 
20  Am.  St.  Rep.  217,  24  Pac.  645; 
Bathgate  v.  Irvine,  126  Cal.  135; 
Walker  v.  Lillingston,  137  Cal.  401, 
70  Pac.  282;  Crawford  Co.  v.  Hath- 
away, 67  Neb.  325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep. 
647,  93  N.  W.  781,  60  L.  R.  A.  889; 
Mud  Creek  etc.  Co.  v.  Vivian,  74 
Tex.  170,  11  S.  W.  1078.  Eschriche 
"Aguas,"  sec.  4  (Spanish  law),  trans- 
lated in  Hall's  Irrigation  Develop- 
ment, pp.  378,  379.  But  see  Arroyo 
D.  Co.  V.  Baldwin,  155  Cal.  280,  77 
Am:  St.  Rep.  158,  58  Pac.  442,  hold- 
ing upper  riparian  owner  hound  to 
let  water  go  by  for  lower  nonriparian 
use. 

15  Supra,  sees.  616,  651. 

10  Infra,  sees.  864,  865,  State  ex 
rel.  Liberty  Lake  etc.  Co.  v.  Superior 
Court.  47  Wash.  310,  91  Pac.  968. 

17  See,  also,  infra,  sec.  901  et  seq. 


18  Paige  V,  Rocky  Ford  etc.  Co., 
83  Cal.  84,  21  Pac.  1102,  23  Pac. 
875;  Wholey  v.  Caldwell,  108  Cal.  95, 
49  Am.  St.  Rep.  64,  41  Pac.  31,  30 
L.  R.  A.  820.  Dalloz,  "Jurispru- 
dence," vol.  40,  word  "Servitude," 
saying  (translated  from  the  French) : 
"To  exercise  the  right  of  irrigation, 
it  is  necessary  to  be  a  riparian  pro- 
prietor. If,  then,  a  watercourse  comes 
to  change  its  bed,  the  proprietors  who 
are  no  longer  on  the  new  bed  no 
longer  preserve  upon  it  the  right  of 
taking  water  for  irrigation,  nor,  con- 
sequently, of  making  constructions  to 
conduct  the  waters  upon  their  prop- 
erties." Likewise  Pardessus  on  Servi- 
tudes, vol.  1,  p.  262. 

19  Missouri  v.  Nebraska,  196  U.  S, 
23,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  155,  49  L.  Ed. 
372;  Fowler  v.  Wood,  73  Kan.  511, 
117  Am,  St.  Rep.  534,  85  Pac.  763, 
6  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  162. 

20  York  County  v.  Rollo,  27  Ont. 
App.  72;  Morton  v.  Oregon  Rv.  Co., 
48  Or.  444,  120  Am.  St.  Rep.  8*27,  S7 
Pac.  151,  1046,  7  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  344. 

21  Cox  V.  Barnard,  39  Or.  53,  64 
Pac.  860. 
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if  he  can  do  so  without  trespassing  upon  the  land  of  another.^ 
Where  a  river  suddenly  changes  its  course  and  abandons  its  former 
bed,  the  respective  riparian  owners  are  entitled  to  the  posses- 
sion and  ownership  of  the  soil  formerly  under  its  waters,  as  far 
as  the  thread  of  the  stream.^  If  the  change  is  gradual  instead  of 
sudden,  the  right  is  not  lost,  because  the  accretion  belongs  to  him 
with  his  own  land  and  preserves  his  right  of  access. 

The  law  of  accretion  is  considered  in  chief  below,  having  been 
here  mentioned  only  as  affecting  loss  of  riparian  right  to  flow  and 
use  of  the  stream.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  863.    Advene  UEe.— Biparian  rights  may  be  lost  by  adverse 

use;  and  this  claim  is  the  favorite  last  resort  of  claimants  to  the 
use  of  water;  it  will  be  found  discussed  in  innumerable  cases.  In 
general,  the  requisites  are  the  same  as  those  elsewhere  discussed.® 
The  distinction  between  the  upper  and  lowier  use  must  be  kept  in 
mind.  A  lower  use,  since  it  in  no  way  interferes  with  the  natural 
flow  above,  is  no  invasion  of  a  right  above.  No  action  would  lie, 
and  so  no  prescriptive  right  nor  estoppel  can  arise  in  favor  of  a 
rumriparian  owner  below  stream  against  an  upper  riparian  owner.^ 
Likewise,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  prescriptive  right  of  a  lower 
riparian  owner  to  receive  water  as  against  upper  owners.  Receiv- 
ing the  full  flow  of  a  stream  for  over  ten  years  was  held  ^  not  to 
give  a  prescriptive  right  that  will  prevent  reasonable  use  of  its 
waters  by  an  upper  owner,  saying:  **0n  the  arguments  of  the  case 
at  bar  it  is  suggested  that  defendant  Hall  had  acquired  a  pre- 


22  Wholey  v.  CaldweU,  108  Cal.  95, 
49  Am.  St.  Rep.  64,  41  Pac.  81,  30 
L.  R.  A.  82*0. 

23  Kinkcad  v.  Turgeon,  74  Neb. 
573,  104  N.  W.  1061,  1  L.  R.  A.,  N. 
8.,  762,  109  N.  W.  744,  7  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  316,  13  Ann.  Cas.  43. 

24  Infra,  sec.  901  et  «eq. 

26  Sec.  57i)  et  seq.  See  Gallagher 
V.  Montecito  etc.  Co.,  101  Cal.  242,  35 
Pac.  770;  Bathgate  etc.  Co.  v.  Irvine, 
126  Cal.  135,  77  Am.  St.  Rep.  158,  58 
Pac.  442;  Oregon  etc.  Co.  v.  Allen 
etc.  Co.,  41  Or.  209,  91  Am.  St.  Rep. 
701,  69  Pac.  455. 

1  Hargrave  v.  Cook,  108  Cal.  72, 
41  Pac.  18,  30  L.  R.  A.  390;  Bath- 
gate V.  Irvine,  126  Cal.  135,  77  Am. 
SI.  Rep.  168,  58  Pac.  442  (even  if 
a  notice  of  appropriation  be  posted) ; 


Cave  V.  Tyler,  183  Gal.  566,  65  Pac. 
1089;  Davia  v.  Martin,  157  Cal.  657, 
108  Pac.  866;  Perry  v.  Calkins  (Cal.), 
113  Pac.  136;  Clark  v.  AUaman,  71 
Kan.  206,  80  Pac.  571,  70  L.  B.  A. 
971 ;  Magistrate  v.  Elphinstone,  3 
Kames  Dec.  331;  Stockport  W.  W. 
V.  Potter,  3  Hurl.  &  C.  300.  "In 
case  the  party  against  whom  such 
adverse  user  is  asserted  is  an  upper 
riparian  owner,  it  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive of  a  case  where  the  use  of  the 
water  by  a  lower  diversion  can  be 
adverse."  Davis  v.  Chamberlain,  51 
Or.  304,  98  Pac.  154.  See,  also, 
Beers  v.  Sharpe,  44  Or.  386,  75  Pac. 
717. 

2  Crawford  v.  Hathaway,  67  Xeb. 
325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  93  N.  W. 
781,  60  L.  B.  A.  889. 
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script ive  right  to  the  full  flow  of  the  stream  by  ten  years'  user. 
There  cannot  be,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  any  such  thing  as  a 
prescriptive  right  of  a  lower  riparian  owner  to  receive  water  of  a 
stream  as  against  upper  owners.''' 

It  has  been  held  that  nonriparian  use  of  the  surplus  above  over 
the  possible  present  or  future  needs  of  the  riparian  proprietor  will 
not  be  adverse  to  him,  and  that  appropriation  of  considerable  quan- 
tities of  water  in  seasons  when  that  may  be  done  without  sensible 
injury  to  the  value  of  the  estates  of  lower  owners  does  not  give  a 
prescriptive  right  to  divert  the  whole  stream  in  dry  seasons.^  This 
is  the  line  of  minority  decisions  given  in  discussing  damage ;  that  is, 
the  decisions  holding  that  in  the  absence  of  the  possibility  of  dam- 
age, present  or  future  to  the  value  or  use  of  the  lower  riparian  land, 
no  wrong  is  done  the  lower  owner.  If  no  wrong  is  done,  no  pre- 
scription can  arise.  We  refer  to  that  discussion,  without  repeating 
it  further  here.  On  the  other  hand,  the;re  are  strong  decisions  that 
even  if  no  possible  damage,  yet  the  upper  use  of  the  surplus  may 
be  an  injury  and  adverse  and  a  prescriptive  right  may  arise.  That 
is,  they  say,  there  is  an  injury  because  a  prescriptive  right  will 
arise,  and  that  a  prescriptive  right  arises  because  there  is  an  injury. 
The  decisions  conflict.* 

An  upper  use  which  does  actual  damage  to  a  lower  proprietor 
or  impairs  the  value  of  his  land  or  his  capacity  of  future  use 
thereon,  and  which  (if  the  upper  iiser  is  a  riparian  proprietor)  is 
also  in  excess  of  the  reasonable  use  to  which  the  upper  proprietor 
is  entitled,  will  start  the  running  of  a  prescription  immediately, 
since  it  is  an  immediate  wrong.' 

It  has  been  suggested  that  beneficial  use  is  not  necessary  to  ac- 
quire a  prescriptive  right  against  a  riparian  owner,  but  the  ques- 
tion of  beneficial  use  in  prescription  is  probably  one  of  color  of 
title,  and  hence  involved  with  regard  to  the  one  in  whose  favor 
prescription  is  invoked,  and  not  with  regard  to  the  party  against 
whom  invoked.^ 


•  Accord  Perry  v.  Calkins  (Cal.) 
113  Pac.  136;  Hudson  ▼.  Dailey,  156 
Cal.  617,  105  Pac.  748  (nonuse  for 
thirty  years);  Walker  v.  Lillingston, 
137  Cal.  401,  70  Pac.  282;  Dunn  v. 
Thomas,  69  Neb.  683,  96  N.  W.  142; 
Mud  Creek  etc.  Co.  v.  Vivian,  74  Tex. 
170,  11  S.  W.  1078. 

4  Meng  V.  Coffey,  67  Neb.  500,  108 
Am.  St.  Rep.  697,  93  N.  W.  715,  60 
L.  B«  A.  910;  Clark  v.  Allaman,  71 


Kan.  206,  80  Pac.  571,  70  L.  R.  A. 
971;  Fifield  v.  Spring  VaUey  Water 
Co.,  130  Cal.  552,  62  Pac.  1054. 

s  Supra,  sec.  815  et  seq. 

•  Heilbron  v.  W.  Co.,  75  Cal.  117, 
17  Pac.  65;  Alta  etc.  Co.  v.  Hancock, 
85  Cal.  219,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  217,  24 
Pac.  645.  See  supra^  sees.  801,  816, 
concerning  present  damage. 

7  See  ante,  sec.  586,  color  of  title. 
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demnaiion  proceedings,  we  are  unable  to  perceive  it."  And  conse- 
quently it  seems  clear  that  condemnation  can  affect  only  the 
defendants  to  the  suit,  and  cannot  affect  other  riparian  owners,  just 
as  a  grant  by  one  riparian  owner  is  of  no  validity  against  noncon- 
tracting  riparian  owners.^ 

In  Washington,^  the  riparian  owner  must  submit  to   the  con- 
demnation of  the  riparian  right  to  the  natural  flow  of  the  water, 
with  the  limitation,  however,  that  water  that  is  used  by  said  per- 
son himself  for  irrigation,  or  that  is  needed  for  that  purpose  by 
any  such  person,  may  not  be  condemned.    This  reservation  from 
condemnation  of  use  for  irrigation  was  held  "  to  cover  only  present 
use,  and  only  such  future  use  as  is  in  present  contemplation  and  is 
actually  accomplished  with  reasonable  diligence  within  reasonable 
time — about  two  or  three  years,  the  court  said.^    The  decision,  how- 
ever, is  limited  strictly  to  a  construction  of  the  statute,  and  is  to 
the  effect  that  the  exemption  from  condemnation  does  not  extend  to 
the  fuU  common-law  right  to  irrigate.     That  right  is  independent 
of  present  use,  or  of  diligence,  or  of  intent  to  make  future  use ;  all 
possible  future  use,  intended  or  not,  however  long  in  accomplish- 
ment,  is  preserved  by  the  common  law.     In  denying  this  full  ex- 
tent to  the  exemption,  the  Washington  court  in  effect  construes  the 
statute  not  to  exempt  the  full  riparian  right  to  irrigate,  but  only  a 
restricted  right  is  exempted,  analogous  rather  to  the  law  of  "future 
needs"  in  appropriation.'    In  a  later  case  under  the  same  statute  it 


S8  Supra,  see.  847,  grant;  and  seo. 
625  et  seq.,  unrepresented  interests. 

24  TJnder  sec.  4156^  Ballinger's  Ann. 
Codes  and  Stats.  Pierce's  Code,  sees. 
5869,  5871. 

25  state  ex  rel.  Liberty  Lake  etc. 
Co.  V.  Superior  Court,  47  Wash.  310, 
91  Pac.  968.  See,  also,  State  ex  rel. 
Kettle  Falls  etc.  Co.  v.  Superior  Court, 
46  Wash.  500,  90  Pac.  650;  Nesalhous 
v.  Walker,  45  Wash.  621,  88  Pac. 
1032. 

1  In  the  opinion  it  is  said:  "The 
question,  then,  turns  upon  the  mean- 
ing and  intention  of  the  legislature 
by  the  expression  'needed,'  as  em- 
ployed in  section  4156,  Ballinger's 
Annotated  Codes  and  Statutes.  We 
think  it  means  the  water  necessary  to 
irrigate  the  land  of  the  littoral  or 
riparian  owner  which  he  now  has 
under  irrigation,  and  also  that  which 
he  intends  to,  and  will,  place  under 
irrigation   within  a   reasonable   time. 


It  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  legisla- 
ture intended  that  a  riparian  owner 
could  prevent  an  irigating  company 
from  appropriating  water  not  then  in 
use,  but  which  tiie  riparian  owner 
might  need  and  use  upon  his  land 
at  some  distant,  indefinite  time  in  the 
future.  Such  a  construction  would  be 
in  the  interest  of  the  speculator, 
rather  than  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  land  improver  and  home  builder. 
The  statute  gives  the  riparian  owner 
a  preference  right,  upon  the  theory 
that  he  needs  and  will  avail  himself 
of  the  privilege  thus  given  him.  If 
he  is  not  using  the  water,  and  does 
not  purpose  to  use  it  as  soon  as 
practicable  in  the  ordinary  and  rea- 
sonable development  or  cultivation  of 
his  lands,  then  there  is  no  reason 
why  the  water  should  be  withheld 
from  others  who  need  and  will 
promptly  use  it  if  permitted." 
2  Supra,  sec.  483  et  seq. 
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was  held  that  the  condemnor  water  company  may  prove  the  number 
of  irrigable  acres  of  the  riparian  proprietor  on  a  lake,  and  the  quan- 
tity sufficient  per  acre,  and  it  is  then  no  objection  to  the  condemna- 
tion that  it  will  result  in  a  joint  user  of  the  water  of  the  lake 
between  the  riparian  proprietor  and  the  condemnor.' 

(3d  ed.) 

§  866.  Olark  v.  Nash.— Under  the  decision  in  CHark  v.  Nash/ 
States,  under  certain  conditions,  may  pass  statutes  giving  a  non- 
riparian  owner  the  right  to  condemn  rights  of  way  for  ditches  over 
riparian  lands  for  his  private  nonriparian  irrigation,  where  certain, 
peculiar  conditions  make  this  inferentially  a  public  use."  In  the 
French  law,  based  fundamentally  upon  the  law  of  riparian  rights, 
an  extensive  use  of  this  principle  is  made  to  establish  a  system  for 
acquiring  nonriparian  uses  by  condemnation.'  Upon  the  same  lines, 
the  States  following  the  Colorado  doctrine,  recognizing  no  right  in 
the  riparian  owner  as  to  the  water,  recognize  his  right  to  the  exclu- 
sive possession  of  his  land,  and  provide  a  system  for  acquiring  rights 
of  way  for  ditches  for  nonriparian  owners  over  the  riparian  land, 
by  condemnation  J 

When  the  riparian  lands  are  all  settled  upon,  condemnation  will, 
as  a  rule,  have  to  be  resorted  to  by  nonriparian  appropriators  even 
in  Colorado,  the  only  difference  between  Colorado  and  California 
after  full  settlement  being  that  the  nonriparian  appropriator  must 
pay  for  the  water  as  well  as  the  right  of  way  in  California,  while  in 
Colorado,  only  for  the  right  of  way. 

Beference  is  made  to  a  preceding  chapter/* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  866.  Procedure  on  Eminent  Domain. — ^In  Nebraska  the  law  * 
authorizes  the  condemnation  of  the  right  of  a  private  riparian  pro- 
prietor to  the  use  and  enjo3rment  of  a  natural  stream  flowing  past 
his  land,  or  its  impairment  by  an  appropriation  of  such  water  for 
irrigation  purposes ;  and  such  riparian  proprietor  may  recover  dam- 
ages in  the  same  way  and  subject  to  the  same  rules  as  a  person 

8  Spokane  Co.  ▼.  Arthnr  Jones  Co.,  <  Supra,  see.  614  et  seq. 

53  Wash.  37,  101   Pac.  515.  ^  Supra,  seca.  225,  232. 

4  198  U.  S.  361,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Eep.  7a  Supra,  aec.  607  et  seq. 

676,  49  b.  Ed.  1085,  4  Ann.  Gas.  1171  8  Comp.  Stats.    1901,    sec.    41,  art. 

(already  considered).  2,  c.  93a,  and  of  section  21,  article  1, 

^  Supra,    sec.    608.    See,    for    ex-  of  the  Constitution, 
ample,  Pierce's  Washington  Code,  sec. 
5127,  eee.  5848. 
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whose  property  is  aflfected  injuriously  by  the  construction  and  oper- 
ation of  a  railroad.*  In  Texas  ^^  it  is  held  that  while,  in  that  State, 
the  irrigation  act  provides  for  the  condemnation  of  a  right  of  way- 
only  for  an  irrigation  canal,  still,  under  Sayles'  Civil  Statutes,** 
authorizing  canal  companies  to  condemn  any  land  necessary  for 
their  use,  an  irrigation  company  *^*  may  divert  water  which  a  ripa- 
rian proprietor  had  the  right  to  have  flow  in  a  certain  channel,  and 
to  the  use  thereof  as  such  owner. 

The  damages  on  eminent  domain  are  usually  held  to  be  the  loss 
in  value  of  the  riparian  land  consequent  upon  loss  of  the  use  of 
the  water,  future  possible  use  being  of  equal  importance  with  use 
actually  being  made  (or  if  no  use  is  being  made  at  all)  }^    The  dam- 
ages are  measured  by  depreciation  in  value  of  the  land,  and  cannot 
be  figured  at  so  much  a  front  foot  on  the  stream.^^    The  Nebraska 
rule  is  to  figure  damage  on  the  analogy  to  one  whose  property  value 
is  decreased  by  smoke  from  a  railway,  saying:  "The  right  of  tKe 
property  owner  to  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  a  street  and  high- 
way adjacent  to  his  land  and  the  right  of  the  riparian  owner  to 
the  reasonable  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  water  in  a  flowing  stream 
over  or  adjoining  his  land  are  not  without  features  rendering  them 
in  a  measure  analogous."**    And  gives  loss  of  future  use  little 
weight  where  no  present  use,  contrary  to  a  cardinal  principle  of 
the  common  law.**    In  Nebraska  it  has  been  held:  **In  consequence, 
if  a  reasonable  use  of  the  water  consistent  with  a  like  use  by  other 
riparian  owners  cannot  be  made  in  a  particular  case,  the  injury  of 
the  riparian  owner  by  reason  of  appropriation  [and  condemnation] 
of  the  water  by  an  irrigation  enterprise  is  nominal  only."*'' 

This  violates  the  rule  that  the  rights  of  strangers  to  a  suit  cannot 
be  considered.  At  common  law  only  riparian  proprietors  can  take 
water,  and  one  not  such  cannot  defend  his  trespass  by  saying  that 


9  Crawford  ▼.  Hathaway,  ^7  Neb. 
325,  108  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  93  N.  W. 
781,  60  L.  R.  A.  889 ;  McCook  Irr.  Co. 
V.  CrewB,  70  Neb.  115,  102  N.  W.  249. 

10  McGee  Irr.  Co.  v.  Hudson  (Tex. 
Sup.),  22  S.  W.  967. 

11  Art.  628,  sec.  6. 

12  Formed  under  the  act  of  1889  of 
the  laws  of  Texas. 

18  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  10 
Pac.  674.  See  Cal.  Code  Civ.  Proc, 
sec.  1248. 

14  Hercules  W.  Co.  v.  Fernandes,  5 
Cal.  App.  726,  91  Pac.  401. 


15  Crawford  v.  Hathaway,  67  Neb. 
325,  108  Am.  St  Rep.  647,  93  N.  W. 
781,  60  L.  R.  A.  889.  Cf.  Olympia 
L.  &  P.  Co.  V.  Harris  (Wash.),  108 
Pac.  940. 

18  McCook  V.  Crews,  70  Neb.  109, 
996.  See  supra,  sees.  616,  651  et 
seq. 

17  McCook  etc.  Co.  v.  Crews,  70 
Neb.  109,  96  N.  W.  996.  Cf .  Tacoma 
etc.  Co.  V.  Smithgall  (Wash.),  108 
Pac.  1091^  also  improperly  admitting 
consideration  of  the  outstanding  ri- 
parian owners. 
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there  are  other  riparian  proprietors  having  ss  good  (or  better) 
right  to  the  water  as  plaintiff.  The  same  principle  should  apply 
to  damages  on  eminent  domain.  The  other  proprietors  may  never 
seek  to  use  the  water,  in  which  case  the  one  who  does  can  take, 
against  a  wrongdoer,  all  he  could  ever  possibly  put  to  use,  though 
it  might  be  the  whole  stream,  unlimited  by  the  like  use  of  others 
who  do  not  insist  on  their  rights.  The  condemnor  should  not  be 
allowed  to  set  up  their  rights  for  them  (unless  he  joins  all  as  de- 
fendants) .^® 

Reference  is  also  made  to  the  general  chapters  upon  procedure 
and  upon  eminent  domain.^* 

• 

(3d  ed.) 

§§  867-870.  Some  footnote  cross-references  have  been  made  to 
these  numbers.  The  matter  referred  to  will  be  found  in  other  sec- 
tions.*^ 

IS  Supra,   sees.    616,    626   et   seq.,  Wash.  323,  105  Pae.  636;   State  ex 

651  et  seq.,  753.  reL  Melntosh  ▼.  Superior  Co.  (1909), 

Condemnation  of  riparian  riffht  of  56  Wash.  214,  105  Pac.  637. 

wharfage  and  access.    See  Columbia  i^  Supra,  ee.  26,  27. 

etc.    Co.    ▼.    Hutchinson    (1909),    56  SO  See  9upra,  sees.  616,  651,  et  seq. 

4 

§§  871^^9.    (Blank  numbers.), 
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CHAPTER  38. 

PEOCBDUBE.* 

f  880.  General. 

S  881.  Farties. 

I  882.  Equitable  remedies. 

S  883.  Pleading  and  proof — Between  riparian  owners  themselves. 

S  884.  Same — Between  a  riparian  and  a  nonriparian  owner. 

I  885.  Fleading  (continued). 

S  886.  Actions  at  law. 

I  887.  Judgment  or  decree. 

S5  888-896.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(3d  ed.) 

§  880.    General. — We  have  elsewhere  considered  the  criterion 
of  wrongfulness  or  legal  injury  to  the  complaining  proprietor, 
which  criterion  is  the  same  whatever  form  the  injury  may  take.     It 
may  be  by  diminution  or  diversion,  by  retardation  or  acceleration, 
by   backing   the  water  and  flooding  the  upper  proprietor,  or  by 
polluting  the  water  and  deteriorating  its  quality.    In  all,  the  test 
between  riparian  proprietors  is  whether  the  act  done  by  the  pro- 
prietor complained  of  does  unreasonable  present  damage,  or,  in  the 
absence  of  present  damage,  unreasonably  impairs  the  future  capac- 
ity of  the  complaining  proprietor  to  make  an  equally  beneficial  use 
of  his  land;  between  a  riparian  and  a  nonriparian  owner,  whether 
the  act  has  or  may  in  the  future  have  any  impairing  effect  at  all 
upon  the  use  or  value  of  the  riparian  land,  irrespective  of  any  ques- 
tion of  ** reasonableness." 

Concerning  diminution  or  diversion,  that  is  so  closely  connected 
with  the  previous  discussion  that  further  consideration  here  would 
be  repetition.  CJonceming  retardation  or  acceleration,  much  will 
be  found  in  the  Eastern  decisions  where  steadiness  of  flow  for  mill 
power  is  the  chief  use  of  water  instead  of  irrigation  as  in  the  West ; 
but  the  writer's  notes  contained  no  Western  decisions  worth  noting 
where  an  injurious  retardation  or  acceleration  aside  from  a  diver- 
sion was  involved.  Concerning  backing  the  water  upon  an  upper 
proprietor,  the  writer  has  considered  a  discussion  of  the  law  of  flood- 
ing or  its  converse,  drainage,  foreign  to  the  field  of  this  book.* 

1  See  also,  supra,  c.  27.  from  floods) ;  infra',  sec.  1140  (drain- 

2  A  few  sections  dealing  therewith      age  of  ground  water). 

nre    supra,    sec«.    347,    34S    (surface  As  an  example,  however,  of  back- 

water);    sec.    461    et    seq.    (damage      ing:  If  a  railroad  company,  in  build- 
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Questions  of  pollution  are  considered  in  a  previous  chapter.' 
(3d  ed.) 

§  881.  Parties. — ^Throughout  this  book  we  have  shown  the 
fundamental  rule  that  a  case  must  be  decided  upon  the  relative 
rights  of  the  parties  before  the  court,  without  regard  to  the  rights 
of  strangers  to  the  suit.*  The  rule  of  procedure  set  forth  under 
the  law  of  appropriation,  that  the  rights  of  strangers  to  a  suit  can- 
not be  considered,  applies  with  equal  force  here.  In  a  suit  between 
a  riparian  owner  and  a  wrongdoer,  the  rights  of  other  riparian 
owners  cannot  be  set  up.  Consideration  for  other  riparian  owners 
may  limit  the  use  of  one  of  them  at  their  complaint,  but  a  wrong- 
doer is  not  entitled  to  be  substituted  to  such  consideration,  nor  to 
get  the  benefit  of  it,  nor  use  the  rights  of  other  riparian  owners, 
strangers  to  the  suit,  in  his  own  defense.  A  defendant  may  be  a 
wrongdoer  to  plaintiff  though  plaintiff  be  himself  a  wrongdoer  as 
to  other  persons  who  are  not  parties  to  the  action.  Nor  can  a  ripa- 
rian owner  contest  an  appropriation  upon  the  basis  of  the  rights  of 
the  other  riparian  owners  when  they  are  not  parties  to  the  suit.  A 
repetition  of  the  authorities  need  not  be  made  here. 

A  reversioner  may  sue.*  A  lessee  of  riparian  proprietor  may 
maintain  injunction  suit  against  a  wrongdoer.* 

Other  questions  will  be  found  considered  in 'the  general  chapter 
upon  procedure.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  882.  Equitable  Remedies. — ^The  right  to  an  injunction  has 
been  suflSciently  covered  by  the  discussion  of  injunction  under  the 
law  of  appropriation.®  The  formal  requisites  are  the  same,  though 
the  application  of  them  to  the  rights  of  a  riparian  proprietor  in- 


in^^  a  bridge  aeroBS  a  stream,  fails  to 
leave  ample  passageway  for  so  much 
water  as  might  reasonably  have  been 
anticipated  would  flow  in  the  stream, 
and  the  bridge  dams  the  water  back 
on  the  riparian  owner  to  his  injury, 
the  railroad  company  will  be  liable 
for  the  resulting  loss.  Atchison  etc. 
Co.  V.  Herman,  74  Kan.  77,  85  Pac. 
817.  As  an  example  of  drainage: 
One  proprietor  cannot  build  a  ditch 
to  drain  his  land  if  thereby  he  diverts 
from  a  stream  water  in  which  an- 
other proprietor  is  entitled  to  a  rea- 
sonable use,  if  thereby  the  possibility 


of  such  reasonable  use  is  prevented. 
Bauers  ▼.  Bull,  46  Or.  60,  78  Pac. 
757. 

S  Supra,  see.  523. 

4  Supra,  sees.  83,  246,  and  especi- 
ally 625  et  seq. 

5  Gould  V.  Stafford,  91  Cal.  146, 
27  Pac.  543. 

6  Crook  V.  Hewitt,  4  Wash.  749,  31 
Pac.  28,  California  etc.  Co.  v.  Enter- 
prise etc.  Co.,  127  Fed.  741,  quoted 
aupra,  sec.  819,  note  10. 

7  Supra,  sec.  624  et  seq. 
s  Supra,  sec  641  et  seq. 
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volve  other  considerations,  sufficiently  set  forth  in  a  precedinsr 
chapter.® 

The  right  of  a  riparian  proprietor  to  the  flow  of  water  throngh 
his  land  is  inseparably  annexed  to  the  soil,  not  as  an  easement,  or 
appurtenance  thereto,  but  as  a  part  or  parcel  of  the  land,^^  and  an 
action  to  quiet  his  title  to  such  water  must,  under  the  California 
constitution,  be  commenced  in  the  county  where  the  land  or  some 
part  of  it  is  situated." 

Other  questions  will  be  found  considered  in  the  general  chapter 
upon  procedure.^^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  883.  Pleading  and  Proof— Between  Biparian  Owners  Them- 
selves.— In  a  suit  in  equity  for  apportionment  of  water  betiveen 
riparian  owners  the  plaintiff  must  plead  the  amount  of  his  irrigable 
riparian  lands  (if  claiming  for  irrigation)  and  the  amount  of  water 
reasonably  necessary  for  his  use  upon  such  lands.^^  He  must  also, 
on  the  trial,  furnish  evidence  upon  the  volume  of  the  stream,  the 
character  of  the  soil,  the  number  of  proprietors,  and  the  various 
surrounding  circumstances  from  which  the  question  of  reasonable- 
ness is  to  be  determined  in  each  case.** 

This  should  not  necessarily  apply  to  injunction  between  riparian 
owners,  since  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  be  protected  against  excessive 


0  Supra,  sees.  795,  814  et  seq.  A 
recent  Texas  ruling  is  that,  unless  us- 
ing water,  a  riparian  owner  is  not 
entitled  to  a  preliminary  injunction. 
Biggs  V.  Leffingwell  (Tex.  Civ.  App.), 
132  8.  W.  902.  But  in  California  that 
rests  in  the  discretion  of  the  trial 
court.  Miller  v.  Madera  etc.  Co.,  155 
Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22  L.  B.  A.,  N. 
S.,  391. 

10  Lux  V.  Haggin,  69  Cal.  255,  391, 
10  Pac.  674. 

11  Miller  &  Lux  v.  Madera  etc.  Co., 
155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502,  22  L.  B. 
A.,  N.  S.,  391. 

12  Supra,  c.  27. 

13  Wutchumna  Water  Co.  v.  Pogue, 
151  Cal.  105,  90  Pac.  362;  citing 
Riverside  Water  Co.  v.  Gage,  89  Cal. 
420,  26  Pac.  889;  Wiggins  ▼.  Mus- 
cupiabe  L.  &  W.  Co.,  113  Cal.  194, 
54  Am.  St.  Rep.  337,  45  Pac.  160, 
32  L.  R.  A.  667 ;  San  Luis  Water  Co. 
V.  Estrada,  117  Cal.  182,  48  Pac. 
1075;  Strong  v.  Baldwin,  137  Cal. 
432,  70  Pac.  288;  Strong  v.  Baldwin 


(1908),  154  Cal.  150,  129  Am.  St. 
Rep.  149,  97  Pac.  178;  Hudson  v. 
Dailey,  156  Cal.  617,  105  Pac.  748; 
Perry  v.  Calkins  (Cal.),  113  Pac.  136. 
1*  /5td,  and  Coleman  v.  La  Franc, 
137  Cal.  214,  69  Pac.  1011;  Jones  v. 
Conn,  39  Or.  30,  87  Am.  St.  Rep.  634, 
64  Pac.  855,  65  Pac.  1068,  54  L.  B.  A. 
630;  Riverside  etc.  Co.  v.  Gage,  89  Cal. 
410,  26  Pac.  889;  Hough  v.  Porter,  51 
Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083. 
102  Pac.  728.  In  Hough  v.  Porter,  51 
Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083, 
102  Pac.  728,  it  is  held  that  where  the 
testimony  before  the  appellate  court 
is  not  ample  for  a  determination  of 
the  quantity  to  be  left  in  the  stream 
propgrly  to  supply  the  domestic  and 
other,  natural  wants  and  necessary 
requirements  of  the  riparian  owners 
along  the  controverted  stream,  the 
appellate  court  may  determine  other 
points  upon  which  the  testimony  is 
adequate  for  the  purpose,  and  remand 
the  cause  to  the  court  below  with 
permission  to  take  further  evidence. 
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injury  to  his  rightful  use  now  or  hereafter,  whateyer  the  extent  of 
that  use  may  be.  For  an  injunction  plaintiff  must  plead  that  de- 
fendant's taking  is  excessive.^^  But  that  should  seem  to  be  enough 
where  no  apportionment  is  asked.  The  bill  for  an  apportionment 
is  distinct  from  one  for  an  injunction.  ''It  is  suggested  that  the 
court  ought  to  ascertain  and  determine  the  rights  of  the  respective 
parties,  and  fix  them  in  the  decree,  so  that  hereafter  there  may 
be  no  controversy  concerning  the  matter.  In  the  very  nature  of 
things,  however,  it  is  impossible  in  a  case  of  this  character  to  make 
such  a  decree.  The  rights  of  the  several  riparian  proprietors  are 
equal,  each  being  entitled  to  but  a  reasonable  use  of  the  water  for 
irrigating  purposes,  and  what  constitutes  such  use  must  necessarily 
depend  upon  the  season,  the  volume  of  water  in  the  stream,  the  area 
and  character  of  the  land  which  each  riparian  proprietor  proposes 
to  irrigate,  and  many  other  circumstances;  so  that  it  seems  to  us 
there  is  no  basis  upon  which  the  court  could  frame  any  other  decree 
than  one  enjoining  and  restraining  the  defendant  from  diverting 
the  water  from  the  stream  to  the  substantial  injury  of  the  present 
or  future  rights  of  the  plaintiffs,  and,  as  the  decree  of  the  court 
below  is  to  that  eflfect,  it  will  be  affirmed."^*  The  rule  that  the 
riparian  right,  as  between  riparian  owners,  is  one  to  be  protected 
against  unreasonable  interference,  leaves  it  an  ultimate  question 
of  fact  in  each  case  what  that  may  be,  so  that  the  allegation  and 
proof  of  unreasonableness  of  defendant  would  appear  to  be  suflS- 
cient  where  no  apportionment  is  asked."     If  more  pleading  and 


15  Perry  v.  Calkuw  (Cal.),  113  Pac. 
186. 

le  Jones  v.  Conn,  39  Or.  30,  87 
Am.  St.  Rep.  634,  64  Pac.  855,  65 
Pac.  1068,  54  L.  R.  A.  630. 

17  A  recent  California  case  is  to 
the  same  effect.  Mr.  Justice  An- 
gellotti  said  (Strong  v.  Baldwin,  154 
Cal.  150,  129  Am.  St.  Rep.  149,  97 
Pac.  178)  :  "Complaint  is  made  of  the 
failure  of  the  court  to  find  and  decree 
the  quantity  of  water  the  respective 
parties  were  entitled  to  use  as  ripa- 
rian owners The  case  is  mani- 

festly  one  where  the  pleading  of  the 
party  complaining  was  not  presented 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  ap- 
portionment of  certain  waters  timong 
the  riparian  owners.  It  was  not 
drawn  on  any  such  theory,  and  does 
not  recognize  the  cross-defendants  as 
riparian    owners    at    all.    The    real 


object  was  to  obtain  a  decree  de- 
claring the  other  parties  to  be  with- 
out any  right  whatever  in  such  waters. 
It  may  be  conceded  that  the  allega- 
tions of  the  pleadings  were  broad 
enough  to  have  permitted  the  deter 
mination  of  this  matter  if  sufficient 
evidence  had  been  presented  thereon. 
The  court  was  not  compelled,  how- 
ever, to  determine  this  question  in  the 
absence  of  evidence  sufficient  to  en- 
able  it    to    do    so Xhe    extent 

of  the  riparian  rights  of  the  parties 
to  this  action  could  not  be  determined 
without  taking  into  consideration  the 
rights  of  these  other  riparian  pro- 
prietors, as  to  which  there  was  no 
evidence  whatever,  and  concerning 
which  there  could,  of  course,  be  no 
binding  determination  in  the  absence 
of  Bucn  owners.  But  even  if  there 
were  no  such  other  ov«'ners,  our  ex- 
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proof  are  required,  it  would  mean  that  the  court  refuses  injanctions 
between  riparian  owners  in  all  cases  except  where  apportionment 
is  asked;  which  is  obviously  a  position  no  court  has  intended  to 
take. 

The  burden  of  provinpr  that  a  use  by  one  riparian  owner  is  un- 
reasonable to  another  riparian  owner  rests  upon  the  complaining 
riparian  owner.^* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  884.    Same — Between  a  Riparian  and  ia  Nonriparian  Owner. 

Where  a  nonriparian  owner  diverts  water  flowing  by  or  over  private 
riparian  land,  the  right  of  a  riparian  owner  against  him  has  been 
discussed  in  another  chapter.**  As  there  is  no  question  of  ''rea- 
sonableness" (in  its  correlative  sense  denoting  sharing)  involved^ 
there  can  be  no  apportionment  in  the  nonriparian  owner's  favor, 
and  hence  an  injunction  may  be  granted  without  evidence  or  plead- 
ing of  what  would  be  a  **  reasonable  use"  by  the  riparian  owner 
had  he  been  contesting  with  another  riparian  owner.^ 

**In  Brown  v.  Best,^^  Lord  Chief  Justice  Lee  is  reported  to  have 
said  that  a  watercourse  is  jure  naturae^  and  therefore  a  declaration 
stating  merely  the  possession  of  the  place  through  which  the  water 
used  to  run  is  good.  And  Denison,  Justice,  said  that  in  natural 
watercourses  that  was  the  most  proper  mode  of  declaring"  ;2*  and 
such  is  the  generally  established  rule  of  pleading.  An  allegation 
**that  defendant  is  the  owner  of  lot  25,  through  which  the  creek  runs, 
and  of  all  dams,  ditches  and  water-rights  thereon,"  is  enough  to 
raise  an  issue  as  to  his  riparian  rights.^    Ownership   of  land 


amination  of  the  record  has  satisfied 
us  that  the  evidence  introduced  was 
not  sufficient  to  enable  the  court  to 
intelligently  determine  the  relative 
rights  of  Baldwin  on  the  one  hand, 
and  those  of  the  remaining  parties  on 
the  other,  in  the  waters  of  this 
river.  Under  such  circumstances,  the 
trial  court  did  all  that  it  properly 
could  do,  by  determining  that  the 
various  parties  were  riparian  owners 
and  leaving  the  question  of  the  pro- 
portions of  the  water  to  which  each 
is  entitled  to  be  determined  in  the 
future."  See,  contra,  Rogers  v.  Over- 
acker,  4  Cal.  App.  333,  87  Pac.  1107, 
overlooking  the  distinction  between 
apportionment  and  other  relief  for  a 
riparian  owner. 


18  Miner  v.  Gilmour,  12  Moore  P.  C. 
155,  14  Eng.  Reprint,  861,  a  leading 
case.  But  see  contra,  Red  River  Co. 
V.  Wright,  30  Minn.  249,  44  Am.  Rep. 
194,  15  N.  W.  167,  holding  the  upper 
owner  to  have  burden  of  proving  his 
use  to  be  reasonable. 

19  Supra,  sec.  814  et  seq. 

20  Miller  v.  Madera   etc.    Co.,  155 
Cal.    59,    99    Pac.    502,  22  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  391. 

20*  1  Wils.  174,  95  Eng.  Reprint, 
557. 

21  Chasemore  ▼.  Richards,  7  H.  L. 
Cas.  349,  11  Eng.  Reprint  140,  Lord 
Wensleydale.  See,  abo,  Richards  v. 
Hill,  5  Mod.  206,  87  Eng.  Reprint, 
611. 

22  Smith  V.  Hawkins,  127  Cal.  119, 
59  Pac.  295. 
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through  which  a  stream  flows  sufficiently  alleges  riparian  rights.^ 
The  complaint  or  declaration  must  allege  that  lands  are  riparian  or 
that  a  stream  passes  by  or  through  them.**  Averments  of  owner- 
ship and  possession  of  riparian  land  or  of  land  by  or  through  which 
the  stream  flows,  sufiiciently  allege  the  riparian  right.^  The 
riparian  owner  need  not  allege  that  he  is  using  the  water/  nor' that 
the  nonriparian  use  is  unreasonable.' 

There  are  decisions  to  the  contrary.  The  chief  of  these  is  River- 
side  W.  Co.  v.  Gage,'  quoted  elsewhere.*  So  far  as  such  decisions 
hold  that  a  riparian  owner  must  plead  and  prove  against  a  non- 
riparian  owner  the  same  things  as  in  a  suit  for  apportionment  with 
another  riparian  owner,  they  are  superseded  by  the  decision  in 
Miller  v.  Madera  Co.  on  rehearing.'  So  far,  however,  as  they  re- 
quire the  riparian  owner  only  to  allege  and  prove  what  quantity 
of  water  "is  or  may  be  beneficial  to  his  land,"  it  may  be  that  they 
do  not  necessarily,  as  already  discussed,  conflict  with  that  case.' 

There  is,  then,  this  same  conflict  in  procedure  which  we  set  forth 
above  as  to  substantive  law.  If  the  qualification  that  the  riparian 
owner  can  have  an  action  only  for  water  "which  is  or  may  be  bene- 
ficial to  his  land,"  is  correct,  then  Riverside  W.  Co.  v.  Gage  is  not 
necessarily  incorrect,  though  it  would  seem  that  the  burden  of  alleg- 
ing and  proving  such  qualification  would  be  properly  upon  the  non- 
riparian  owner ,^  and  therefore  matter  for  answer  and  proof  by 
defendant,  not  the  plaintiffi 


S8  Leigh  T.  D.  Co.,  8  Cal.  823,  12 

Morr.  Min.  Rep.  97. 

24  gilver  Creek  etc.  Co.  y.  Hayea, 
113  Cal.  142,  45  Pac.  191. 

25  Shotwell  V.  Dodge,  8  Wash.  337, 
36  Pac.  254;  Rincon  etc.  Co.  v.  Ana- 
heim etc.  Co.,  115  Fed.  543.  Contra, 
Lobdell  V.  Simpson,  2  Nev.  274,  90 
Am.  Dec.  537. 

1  Supra,  sec.  816. 

2  Supra,  sec.  817. 

8  89  Cal.  410,  26  Pac.  889. 

4  Supra,  sec.  822.  For  example, 
where  a  riparian  owner  was  contesting 
with  a  nonriparian  owner,  it  has  been 
held :  "Appellant's  claim  to  the  watei:s 
as  a  riparian  owner  is  not  pressed 
with  much  seriousness,  and  this  is 
natural,  considering  that  there  is  no 
pleading  as  to  his  riparian  need  for 
use  of  these  waters,  either  as  to  quan- 
Water  Rights— 59 


tity  or  amount  of  land  upon  which 
they  are  to  be  employed.''  Montecito 
etc.  Co.  V.  Santa  Barbara  (1907),  151 
Cal.  377,  90  Pac.  935,  citing  Riverside 
Water  Co.  v.  Gage,  89  Cal.  410,  26 
Pac.  889.  See  likewise  Wutchumna 
W.  Co.  V.  Poffue,  151  Cal.  105,  90  Pac. 
362;  San  Luis  W.  Co.  v.  Estrada,  117 
Cal.  168,  48  Pac.  1075.  For  other 
cases  seeming  to  apply  this  rule  be- 
tween a  riparian  and  a  nonriparian 
owner  as  well  as  between  riparian 
owners,  see  Morris  v.  Bean  (Mont.), 
146  Fed.  431;  McCook  Irr.  Co.  v. 
Crews,  70  Neb.  115,  102  N.  W.  249. 

5  155  Cal.  59,  99  Pac.  502. 

6  Supra,  sec.  827  et  seq. 

T  MiUer  v.  Bay  Cities  Co.,  157  Cal. 
256,  107  Pac.  115;  Huffner  v.  Sawday, 
153  Cal.  86,  94  Pac.  424.  See  mpra, 
sec.  832. 
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Our  conclusion  is  that  allegation  and  proof  that  a  stream  runs 
by  plaintifF's  land  is  sufficient  against  a  nonriparian  owner,  but  that 
the  nonriparian  dwner  may  set  up  in  his  answer  as  an  affirmatiire 
defense  (of  which  the  burden  of  proof  is  emphatically  upon  him)' 
that  the  water  diverted  is  not,  and  cannot  be  in  the  future,  beneficial 
to  the  riparian  land,  in  the  extreme  case  upon  large  streams  where 
the  facts  may  support  such  claim* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  886.  Pleading  (Continued). — One's  right  as  riparian  pro- 
prietor cannot  be  considered  when  not  alleged  in  the  pleadings.^ 
But  it  is  sufficient  to  allege  the  facts  showing  that  one  is  a  riparian 
owner,  from  which  the  claim  as  riparian  owner  may  be  inferred, 
without  using  that  specific  term.*  The  acts  of  a  defendant  riparian 
proprietor  must  be  alleged  to  be  unreasonable.*^  How  far  the  above 
is  insufficient  in  bills  in  equity  for  apportionment,  see  preceding 
sections;  likewise  as  to  how  far  it  applies  at  all  to  nonriparian 
owners. 

Whatever  may  be  the  rule  as  to  alleging  possibility  or  capacity 
for  future  use,  it  is  well  settled  that  averments  of  actual  present 
use  are  surplusage  both  in  suits  between  riparian  owners  and  in 
suits  against  a  nonriparian  owner.  As  against  a  nonriparian  owner, 
the  plaintiff  riparian  owner  is  entitled  to  the  whole  flow  which  is  or 
may  be  beneficial  to  his  land ;  as  against  another  riparian  owner,  to 
a  reasonable  proportion  thereof;  in  both  cases,  whether  actually 
using  the  water  or  not.*^ 

(3d  ed.) 

'  §  886.  Actions  at  Law. — As  damages  at  law  are  compensatory 
only,  where  the  water  is  not  used  by  the  complaining  riparian 
owner,  his  damages  from  an  excessive  use  of  another  riparian  owner 
(or  for  use  by  a  nonriparian  owner)  will  be  nominal  only,^  for  he 
suffers  no  actual  damage  and  the  action  stops  the  running  of  any 

«  Smith  y.  Hawkins,  127  Cal.  119,  •  Strong   v.  Baldwin    (1908),    154 

69    Pac.    295;    Riverside  W.  Co.    v.  ^1-  150,  129  Am.  St  Eep.  149,  97 

Gage,    89    Cal.    410,    26    Pac.    889 ;  ^^;  l^^'          ^     ,  .  ,    „^  ^  ,       . 

Wutchumna  W.  Co.  v.  Pogue,  151  Cal.  iVpaAer*                  '               '        ' 

105,  90   Pac.   362;   Montecito   Co.   y.  ^^  Supra,' Bees,  801,  et  seq,  816  et 

Santa  Barbara,  151  Cal.  377,  90  Pac.  geq.,  861. 

935;    San   Luis   Co.   v.   Estrada,   117  12  Creighton  y.  Evans,  53  CaL  55,  8 

<:al.  168,  48  Pac.  1075.  Morr.  Min.  Sep.  123. 
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prescription  and  prevents  the  wrong  from  ripening  into  a  right. 
This  is  a  principle  well  recognized. 

The  riparian  proprietor  cannot  recover  damages  for  injury  the 
diversion  does  to  his  nonriparian  land.*^  Nor  can  a  nonriparian 
proprietor  recover  for  injury  done  to  his  use  by  riparian  use  of  a 
riparian  owner." 

To  the  fuller  presentation  of  the  matter  of  damages  given  in  a 
preceding  chapter,^*^  we  add  that  while  a  riparian  owner  is  entitled 
to  an  injunction  or  nominal  damages,  in  certain  cases  elsewhere  set 
forth,  though  he  is  not  using  the  water,^'  yet  he  can  recover  no 
special  damage  when  not  using  the  water,^  nor  can  he  sue  for  the 
value  of  the  water  at  so  much  per  inch  or  gallon.^^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  887.  Judgment  or  Decree. — ^A  count  alleging  a  right  as  ap- 
propriator  will  not  support  a  judgment  as  riparian  owner.*®  If  a 
decree  assigns  use  on  nonriparian  lands,  it  shows  that  the  court  was 
dealing  with  rights  of  appropriation  and  not  riparian  rights.^  The 
decree  may  enforce  the  distinction  between  natural  and  artificial 
uses,  and  be  drawn  accordingly.**  **It  must  be  remembered  that 
no  injunction  can  be  awarded  which  can  deprive  the  def^dant  of 
the  reasonable  use  of  the  water  for  domestic  purposes  and  for  the 
support  of  life."  ^  A  decision  under  the  law  of  appropriation  does 
not  necessarily  have  any  bearing  under  the  law  of  riparian  rights.^ 
Where  a  decree  restraining  defendant's  predecessor  in  interest  from 
diverting  water  from  a  creek  above  plaintiff's  land  was  based  on 
the  latter 's  riparian  rights,  it  would  not  protect  any  rights  based 
on  prior  appropriation  now  claimed  by  him  against  defendant:^^ 

Where  it  did  not  appear  that  the  defendant  therein  owned 
any  land,  or  as  to  what  land  he  was  restrained  from  diverting 


13  Heinlein  v.  Fresno  etc.  Co.,  68 
Cal.  35,  8  Pae.  513. 

H  Supra,  sees.  847.  861. 

IS  Supra,  sees.  637,  638. 

10  Supra,  sees.  801,  816. 

n  Clark  v.  Pennsylvania  By.  Co., 
145  Pa.  438,  27  Am.  St.  Bep.  710.  22 
Atl.  990. 

18  Ibid.,  and  Stock  y.  City  of  Hills- 
dale (1909),  155  Mich.  375,  119  N.  W. 
435.  at  438,  439. 

19  Supra,  sec.  634. 


20  Wutchumna  Water  Co.  v.  Pogue, 
151  Cal.  105,  90  Pac.  362. 

21  For  such  a  decree,  see  Union  etc. 
Co.  V.  Dangberg,  81  Fed.  73. 

22  Stanford  v.  Felt,  71  Cal.  249,  16 
Pac.  900.  See,  also.  Hough  v.  Porter, 
51  Or.  318,  95  Pac.  732,  98  Pac.  1083, 
102  Pac.  728. 

28  Turner  v.  James  Canal  Co. 
(1909),  155  Cal.  82,  132  Am.  St. 
Bep.  59,  99  Pac.  520,  22  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S..  401,  17  Ann.  Cas.  823. 

24  Davis  V.  Chamberlain  (1909),  51 
Or.  304,  98  Pac.  154. 
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the  water,  the  decree  was  personal,  and  there  could  be  no  saccessor 
in  interest  of  the  defendant  therein  whom  it  could  aflfect."^ 

Other  matters  will  be  found  in  the  general  chapter  upon  pro- 
cedure.^ 

tB  j(«L  1  Supra,  sec.  639  et  aec^ 

SS  888^96.    (Blank  numbers.) 
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CHAPTER  39. 

MISCELLANEOUS  RIPARIAN  BIGHTS. 

i  897.    Introductory. 

A.    NAVIGABLE  WATEBa 

i  898.     Shores  and  bed  of  navigable  waters, 
i  899.    Public  rights  in  navigable  streams. 
i  900.    Public  authority  over  navigation* 

B.    ACCBETION  AND  BOUNDABIEa 
i  901.    Accretion. 
fi  902.     Islands. 
fi  903.    Boundaries. 

C.     WHABFAGE  AND  OTHEB  BIPABIAN  OB  LITTOBAL  BIGHTS. 

i  904.    Access. 

i  905.    Wharfage,  etc. 

i  906.    Other  riparian  rights  in  navigable  waters. 

S  907.     Fishing. 

M  908-1006.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(3d  ed.) 

§  897.  In  the  following  chapter  such  matters  and  authori- 
ties are  presented  as  were  collected  in  preparing  the  other  parts  of 
the  book. 


A    NAVIGABLE  WATERS. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  898.  Shores  and  Beds  of  Navigable  Waters.— In  the  civil 
law,  the  shores  of  the  sea  and  the  beds  of  navigable  streams  were 
** common"  and  ports  (or  navij?ation)  were  **pubUc."^  In  Eng- 
land, though  Lord  Hale  observed  that  in  exceptional  cases  the  beds 
of  navigable  streams  may  be  private,^  yet  it  is  the  rule  that  they 
belong  prima  facie  to  the  crown.^ 


1  Authorities  quoted  supra,  sec.  2 
et  seq.;  infra,  sec.  1025.  "Et  quidem 
naturali  jure,  communia  sunt  omnium 
haec;  aer  et  aqua  profluens,  et  mare, 
et  per  hoc,  littora  maris."  Institutes 
of  Justinian,  lib.  2,  tit.  1,  sec.  1. 
Another  passage  in  the  Institutes 
says,  *'FluTiiina  autem  omnia  et  por- 
tus  publica  sunt." 


S  Lord  Cairns  in  Ljon  y.  Fish- 
mongers' Co.,  supra^  sec.  698. 

3  Hale's  De  Jure  Maris,  cap.  Ill,  a 
work  which  has  been  said  "to  have  ex- 
hausted the  learning  on  the  subject" 
of  which  it  treats.  Wholey  v.  Cald- 
well, 108  Cal.  95,  at  100,  49  Am.  St. 
Rep.  64,  41  Pac.  31,  30  L.  R.  A.  820. 
The  work  is  reprinted  in  16  Am.  Rep. 
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In  this  country  the  English  rule  usually  prevails;  the  title  to  the 
bed  of  navigable  streams  being  prima  facie  in  the  State  in  trust  for 
the  public  in  navigation  and  other  uses,  as  public  highways.*  And 
also  as  to  tide  waters.^  However,  in  some  States  the  riparian 
owners  are  held  to  own  ad  medium  filum  even  on  navigable  streams, 
subject  to  the  public  right  of  navigation .• 

Which  rule  prevails  in  any  given  jurisdiction  is  a  matter  of  local 
law.  In  a  case  of  wharfing  out,  the  United  States  supreme  court 
said:  ''The  rights  of  a  riparian  owner  upon  a  navigable  stream  in 
this  country  are  governed  by  the  law  of  the  State  in  which  the 
stream  is  situated.  These  rights  are  subject  to  the  paramount  pub- 
lic   right  of  navigation."^    This  was  established  in  Pollard   v. 


54.  In  another  work  Lord  Hale 
says:  "Those  things  that  are  juris 
publioi  are  such  as,  at  least  in  their 
own  use,  are  common  to  all  the  King's 
subjects;  and  are  of  these  kinds,  viz., 
common  highway,  common  bridges, 
cominon  rivers,  common  ports,  or 
places  for  arrival  of  ships.  And  this 
lets  in  the  various  learning  touching 
those  things."  Analysis  of  the  Civil 
Part  of  the  Law,  by  Sir  Matthew 
Hale. 

4  Cal.  Pol.  Code,  sees.  2349,  2875, 
3479  J  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  670;  Green 
V.  Swift,  47  Cal.  536;  Wright  v.  Sey- 
mour, 69  Cal.  122,  10  Pac.  323; 
Pa'-.ker  v.  Bird,  71  CaL  134,  11  Pac. 
87?;  Cardwell  v.  Sacramento,  79  Cal. 
347,  21  Pac.  763;  Foss  v.  Johnstone, 
15a  Cal.  119,  110  Pac.  294;  Messenger 
V.  Kingsbury  (Cal.  1910),  112  Pac. 
6?;  Kregar  v.  Fogarty,  78  Kan.  541, 
96  Pac.  847;  Mont.  Rev.  Stats.  1907, 
sec.  4840;  State  v.  Portland  etc.  Co., 
52  Or.  502,  95  Pac.  722,  98  Pac.  160; 
Johnson  v.  Knott,  13  Or.  308,  10  Pac. 
418;  Coquille  Co.  v.  Johnson,  52  Or. 
547,  132  Am.  St.  Rep.  716,  98  Pac. 
132;  Palmer  v.  Peterson  (1909),  56 
Wash.  74,  105  Pac.  179.  "The  doc- 
trine is  founded  upon  the  necessity  of 
preserving  to  the  public  the  use  of 
navigable  waters  from  private  inter- 
ruption and  encroachment,"  says  Mr. 
Justice  Field  in  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
Illinois,  146  U.  S.  387,  13  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  110,  36  L,  ed.  1018.  The  title  is 
not  in  the  United  States.  United 
States  V.  Bevan,  3  Wheat.  391,  4 
L.  Ed.  41-7. 

B  The  State  of  California  has 
absolute   property  in   the   soil  under 


tide  water  within  her  limits.     United 
States  V.  Mission  Rock  Co.,  189  U.  S. 
391,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  606,  47  L.  Ed. 
865.     And  likewise  as  to  the  soil  un- 
der navigable  rivers  such  as  the  Sacra- 
mento.    Packer  v.  Bird,  137  U.  S.  661, 
11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  210,  34  L.  Ed.  819. 
By  an  exception  in  Massachusetts,  by 
the  old    colonial    ordinance  of    1647, 
still  in  force,  the  owner  of  itie  upland 
owns  the  foreshore  to  low-water  mark 
(if  not  over  one  hundred  rods  from 
high-water     mark),     and    in     Rhode 
Island  the  law  is  similar  by  a  statute 
passed  in   1707.     Shively  v.   Bowlby, 
152  U.  S.  1,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  548,  38 
L.  Ed.  331.    See,  also,  Head  v.  Amos- 
keag  Mfg.  Co.,  113  U.  8.  9,  5  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  441,  28  L.  Ed.  889.     Rundle 
V.  Delaware  &  Raritan  Canal  Co.,  14 
How.  81,  14    L.  Ed.    335;   Home  of 
Aged  V.   Commonwealth   (1909),   202 
Mass.  422,  98  N.  E.  124. 

6  Bed  of  navigable  streams  above 
tide  ebb  and  flow,  is  in  riparian  pro- 
prietor ad  medium  fllum  and  not  in 
the  State,  in  Nebraska,  subject  to 
public  easement  of  navigation.  Kin- 
kead  v.  Turgeon,  74  Neb.  580,  104 
N.  W.  1061,  109  N.  W.  744,  1  L.  R. 
A.,  N.  S.,  762,  13  Ann.  Cas.  43.  Like- 
wise in  Idaho.  Johnson  v.  Johnson, 
14  Idaho,  561,  95  Pac.  499,  24  L.  R. 
A.,  N.  S.,  1240;  Lattig  v.  Scott,  17 
Idaho,  506,  107  Pac.  47. 

7  Weems  etc.  Co.  v.  People's  etc.  Co. 
(1909),  214  U.  S.  345,  29  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  661,  53  L.  Ed.  1024.  Accord, 
Whitaker  v.  McBride,  197  U.  S.  510, 
25  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  530,  49  L.  Ed.  857, 
Los  Angeles  etc.  Co.  v.  Los  Angeles, 
217  U.  S.  217, 30  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  452. 
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Hagan,  a  case  involving  the  question  of  title  to  certain  lands  in 
Mobile,  Alabama,  which  had  originally  been  below  high-water  mark, 
but  had  been  reclaimed  and  improved.®  The  case  aroused  high  feel- 
ing in  the  North  at  the  time,  having  been  taken  as  a  decision  in 
favor  of  the  doctrine  of  "State  rights,"  which  was  then,  prior  to 
the  war,  at  its  height.®  Pollard  v.  Hagan  was  approved  in  Shively 
V.  Bowlby,^^  and  has  been  repeatedly  reaffirmed  since  and  become 
settled  law.^^ 


«  Pollard  V.  Hagan,  8  How.  212,  11 
L.  Ed.  565. 

'  9  Upon  similar  lines  the  supreme 
eonrt  decided  in  favor  of  ''State 
rights"  in  Kansas  v.  Colorado,  supra, 
80C.  182;  but  the  question  in  the  lat- 
ter case  involving  public  land  had  a 
history  of  its  own  independent  of  the 
present  one,  which  half  the  Western 
States  regard  as  making  it  a  different 
question. 

10  Mr.  Justice  Gray,  in  Shively  v. 
Bowlby  (152  U.  S.  1,  26,  27,  14  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  548,  38  L.  Ed.  331),  says: 

"In  Pollard  v.  Hagan  (1844),  this 
court,  upon  full  consideration  (over- 
ruling anything  to  the  contrary  in 
Pollard  V.  Kibbe,  14  Pet.  353,  10  L. 
Ed.  4^,  Mobile  V.  Eslava,  16  Pet. 
234,  10  L.  Ed.  948,  Mobile  v.  Hallett, 
16  Pet.  261,  10  L.  Ed.  958,  Mobile  v. 
Emanuel,  1  How.  95,  11  L.  Ed.  60, 
and  PoUard  v.  Files,  2  How.  591,  11 
L.  Ed.  391),  adjudged  that  npon  the 
admission  of  the  State  of  Alabama 
into  the  Union  the  title  in  the  lands 
below  high-water  mark  of  navigable 
waters  passed  to  the  State." 

11  The  title  and  rights  of  riparian 
or  littoral  proprietors  in  the  soil  be- 
low high-water  mark  are  governed  by 
the  laws  of  the  various  States.  Kan- 
sas V.  Colorado,  206  U.  S.  46,  27  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  655,  51  L.  Ed.  956;  Hardin 
V.  Jordan,  140  U.  S.  371,  11  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  808,  838,  35  L.  Ed.  428;  With- 
ers V.  Buckley,  20  How.  84,  15  L. 
Ed.  816;  United  States  v.  Rio  Grande 
Dam  &  Irr.  Co.,  174  U.  S.  690,  19 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  770,  43  L.  Ed.  1136; 
Gutierres  v.  Albuquerque  Land  Co., 
188  U.  S.  545,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  338, 
47  L.  Ed.  588 ;  Martin  v.  Wadell,  16 
Pet.  367,  10  L.  Ed.  997;  Huse  v. 
Glover,  119  U.  S.  546,  7  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
313,  30  L.  Ed.  487;  St.  Louis  v. 
Meyers,   113    U.   S.   566,   5   Sup.   Ct. 


Rep.  640,  28  L.  Ed.  1131;  Barney  v. 
Keokuk,  94  U.  S.  324,  24  L.  Ed.  224; 
Strader  v.  Graham,  10  How.  82,  13 
L.  Ed.  337;  The  Montello,  20  Wall. 
430,  22  L.  Ed.  391 ;  BoquiUas  Cattle  Co. 
V.  Curtis,  213  U.  S.  339,  29  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  493,  53  L.  Ed.  822;  St.  Anthony 
Falls  Water  Power  Co.  v.  Water  Com- 
missioners, 168  U.  S.  349.  .18  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  157,  42  L.  Ed.  497;  Goodlittle 
V.  Kibbe.  9  How.  471,  13  L.  Ed.  220; 
Packer  v.  Bird,  137  U.  S.  661,  11  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  210,  34  L.  Ed.  819 ;  Kean  v. 
Calumet  Canal  Co.,  190  U.  S.  452,  23 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  651;  Kaukauna  Water 
Power  Co.  v.  G.  B.  ft  M.  Canal  Co., 
142  U.  S.  254,  12  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  173, 
35  L.  Ed.  1004;  Whitaker  v.  McBride, 
197  U.  S.  510,  25  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  530, 
49  L.  Ed.  857;  Weems  etc.  Co.  v. 
People's  etc.  Co.  (1909),  214  U.  S. 
345,  29  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  661^  53  L.  Ed. 
1024;  Lowndes  v.  Huntington,  153 
U.  S.  30,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  758,  38  L. 
Ed.  623;  Jackson  v.  Chew,  12  Wheat. 
168,  6  L.  Ed.  589;  Green  v.  Neal,  6 
Pet.  296,  8  L.  Ed.  404;  Webster  v. 
Cooper,  14  How.  504,  14  L.  Ed.  517; 
Carrol  Co.  v.  United  States,  18  Wall. 
82,  21  L.  Ed.  775 ;  McArthur  v.  Scott, 
113  U.  S.  340,  5  Sup.  a.  Rep.  652, 
28  L.  Ed.  1015;  St.  Louis  v.  Rutz, 
138  U.  S.  226,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  337, 
34  L.  Ed.  941.  In  McKeen  v.  De- 
lancy,  9  U.  S.  (5  Cranch)  22,  3  L. 
Ed.  25,  Marshall,  C.  J.,  said:  "But  in 
construing  the  statutes  of  a  State  on 
which  land  titles  depend,  infinite  mis- 
chief would  ensue  should  this  court  ob- 
serve a  different  rule  from  that  which 
has  been  long  established  in  the 
State.*'  Martin  v.  Waddell,  16  Pet. 
367,  10  L.  Ed.  997,  has  been  said  to 
be  the  first  case  in  which  it  was  con- 
tended in  the  United  States  supreme 
court  that  the  decisions  of  the  State 
courts  should  controL 
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Streams  floatable  for  logs  are  public  highways.^ 
(3d  ed.) 

§  899.    Public  Rights  in  Navigable  Streams.— The  right  of  the 
public  in  navigable  streams  is  to  use  them  as  highways ;  that  is,  an 
easement.    **The  right  of  navigation  is  simply  a  right  of  way."  *^ 
Only  the  State  or  someone  injured  in  navigation  can  object  to  acts 
done  upon  a  navigable  stream  on  the  ground  of  interference  with 
the  navigation.^*    Such  acts  are  a  public  nuisance,  and  no  prescrip- 
tive right  can  arise  to  impede  navigation."    Deposit  into  a  navi- 
gable stream,  by  a  hydraulic  mining  company,  of  debris  consisting 
of  gravel,  sand  and  other  refuse  to  the  impairment  of  navigatioxi 
constitutes  a  public  nuisance,  the  right  to  continue  which  cannot  be 
acquired  by  priority  or  prescription,  so  as  to  bar  a  proceeding  in- 
stituted by  the  attorney  general  in  the  name  of  the  people  to  compel 
a  discontinuance  of  the  acts  which  constitute  the  nuisance ;  ^^  or  at 
suit  of  a  private  person  suffering  special  damage.^^    So  of  sawdust, 
chips,  bark,  and  other  sawmill  refuse  deposited  in  a  harbor. ^^ 


12  Kamm  y.  Normand,  50  Or.  9,  126 
Am.  8t.  Bep.  698,  91  Pac.  448,  11  L. 
ft.  A.,  N.  S.,  290;  Falls  Mfg.  Co.  v, 
Oconto  etc.  Co.,  87  Wis.  134,  58  N. 
W.  257.  As  to  what  is  a  navigable 
stream,  see  Kregar  v.  Fogarty,  78 
Kan.  541,  96  Pac.  845;  State  ex  rel. 
Pealer  v.  Superior  Ct.  (Wash.),  109 
Pac.  340.  Regarding  logging,  see, 
also,  Potlach  Co.  v.  Peterson,  12 
Idaho,  769,  118  Am.  St.  Bep.  2«53,  88 
Pac.  426;  Flinr  v.  Vaughan  (Or.), 
106  Pac.  642;  State  ex  rel.  Unitea 
Tanners  etc.  Co.  v.  Superior  Court 
(Wash.),  110  Pac.  1017. 

13  Orr  Ewing  v.  Colquhoun,  2  App. 
Cas.  846. 

14  Miller  v.  Enterprise  Co.,  142  Cal. 
208,  75  Pac.  770;  Davenport  v.  Ren- 
wick,  102  U.  S.  180,  26  L.  Ed.  51; 
United  States  v.  Rio  Grande  etc.  Co., 
174  U.  S.  690,  19  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  770, 
43  L.  Ed.  1136. 

15  Supra,  sec.  528,  jwllution.  See 
Cal.  Stats,  1909,  c.  93;  Trullinger  v. 
Howe,  53  Or.  219,  97  Pac.  548,  99 
Pac.  880,  22  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S.,  545.  A 
dam  or  any  other  obstruction  to  navi- 
gation is  a  public  nuisance,  and  no 
lapse  of  time  will  bar  the  right  of  the 

Sublic    to     remove     it.     Charnley    v. 
hawana  Water   Power   &   Imp.  Co., 


109  Wis.  563,  85  N.  W.  507,  53  L. 
B.  A.  895;  Southern  By.  Co.  v.  Fer- 
guson, 105  Tenn.  552,  80  Am.  St. 
Rep.  908,  59  S.  W.  343;  Vooght  t. 
Winch,  2  Bam.  &  Aid.  662;  Benwick 
V.  Morris,  7  Hill,  575;  OUve  ▼.  State. 
86  Ala.  88,  5  South.  652,  4  L.  B.  Al 
33;  Crill  v.  Bome,  47  How.  Pr.  406; 
Dyer  v.  Chirtis,  72  Me.  181.  Obstruc- 
tion of  the  passage  of  fish  to  an  in- 
land lake.  State  v.  Franklin  Falls  Co.. 
49  N.  H.  240,  6  Am.  Bep.  513;  or  up 
a  stream.  State  v.  Roberts,  59  N.  H. 
256,  47  Am.  R«p.  199;  or  a  dam  ami 
mi]]  or  refuse  therefrom  preventing 
the  floating  of  logs  down  a  stream 
capable  thereof,  Collins  v.  Howard,  65 
N.  H.  190,  18  Atl.  794;  Knox  v. 
Chanoler,  42  Me.  150;  Veazie  v. 
Dwinel,  50  Me.  497. 

IQ  People  V.  Gold  Bun  Ditch  &  Min- 
ing Co.,  66  Cai.  138,  56  Am.  Bep.  80, 
4  Pac.  1152. 

17  Debris  Cases,  18  Fed.  752;  sttpra, 
sec.  528. 

18  Ogdensburg  v.  Lovejoy,  2  Thomp. 
&  C.  82,  58  N.  Y.  662.  But  see 
Atty.  Gen.  ex  rel.  Mann  v.  Bevere 
Copper  Co.,  152  Mass.  444,  25  N.  E. 
605,  9  L.  B.  A.  510;  Chicago  v. 
Laflin,  49  111.  172. 
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California  was  admitted  into  the  Union  in  1850  and  the  act  for 
admission  of  September  9th  ^^  provides:  ''That  navigable  waters 
are  declared  common  highways  and  forever  free  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  State  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  without  any  tax,  im- 
post, or  duty  therefor/* 


(3d  ed.) 

§  900.    Public    Authority    Over    Navigation. — Congress    has, 

under  the  interstate  commerce  clause  of  the  Federal  constitution, 
complete  power  over  navigable  waters  of  the  United  States  in  the 
interest  of  commerce,  and  may  declare  what  structures  or  obstruc- 
tions may  be  permitted  or  prohibited.^  Congress  can  authorize  a 
bridge  across  navigable  waters  without  concurrence  of  the  State,** 
or  the  construction  of  a  bridge  within  the  limits  of  a  State  which 
has  not  consented  to  but  has  protested ; "  or  can  order  the  removal 
of  a  bridge  as  an  obstruction  to  navigation  although  wholly  within 
the  limits  of  a  State,  which  State  authorized  its  construction.^  An 
act  of  Congress  may  l^alize  a  bridge  so  far  as  concerns  a  contract 
between  two  States  that  the  navigation  of  the  river  shall  remain 
free  and  unobstructed,^  or  a  similar  provision  in  a  treaty  with  a 
foreign  power.*  The  Federal  Dam  Act  of  1910  is  given  in  the 
collection  of  statutes  in  Part  VIII,  below. 

In  the  absence  of  action  by  Congress,  the  State  has  the  right  to 
improve  a  navigable  river  for  the  purpose  of  navigation.  It  may 
do  this  itself  or  it  may  delegate  to  another  the  authority  to  do  so. 
No  private  party  or  company  can  acquire  the  right,  by  filing  articles 
of  incorporation  without  express  delegation  of  authority  from  the 
State,  either  to  improve  navigation  or  to  collect  tolls  for  the  use  of 
such  improvements,  even  when  such  a  purpose  is  specified  in  those 
articles.*    The  State  may  impose  charges  on  the  franchise.* 


19  9  Stat.  453. 

20  United  States  v.  North  Bloom  field 
M.  Co.,  81  Fed.  243;  Pennsylvania  etc. 
Co.  V.  Wheeling  etc.  Bridge  Co.,  18 
How.  421,  15  L  Ed.  435;  Miller  v. 
New  York,  13  Blatchf.  469,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  9585;  United  States  t.  Milwaukee 
etc.  Co.,  5  Bias.  410,  Fed.  Caa.  No. 
15J78;  New  Port  etc.  Co.  v.  United 
StateB,  105  U.  S.  470,  26  L.  Ed.  1143; 
Luxton  V.  North  River  etc.  Co.  153 
U.  8.  525,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  891,  38 
L.  Ed.  808. 

21  Stockton  T.  Baltimore  &  N.  Y.  B. 


Co.,  1  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  411,  32  Fed. 
9. 

23  Pennsylvania  B.  Co.  ▼.  Balti- 
more &  N.  Y.  B.  Co.,  37  Fed.  129. 

28  United  States  v.  City  of  Moline, 
82  Fed.  .592. 

.  24  Pennsylvania  etc.  Co.  v.  Wheel- 
ing etc.  Bridge  Co.,  18  How.  421,  15 
L.  Ed.  435. 

25  The  Clinton  Bridge,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  2900,  1  Woolw.  150. 

1  State  V.  Portland  etc.  Co.,  52 
Or.  502,  95  Pac.  722,  98  Pac.  160. 
See  Wash.  SUts.  1911,  c.  95. 

2  Ibid. 
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B.    ACCRETION  AND  BOUNDARIES. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  901.  Accretion. — ^Accretion  is  the  slow  and  unperceptiHe 
addition  of  alluvial  deposit  on  the  margin  of  a  body  of  water ;  avul- 
sion is  the  formation  of  dry  land  by  a  sudden  and  quick  chan^ 
in  the  permanent  position  of  the  body  of  water."  These  distinctions 
have  come  into  the  common  law  from  the  tivil  law.  It  has  been 
expressly  said:  "Our  law  may  be  traced  back  through  Blaekstone,* 
Hale,**  Britton,*  PletaJ  and  Bracton,*  to  the  Institutes  of  Justinian,* 
from  which  Bracton  evidently  took  his  exposition  of  the  subject. ' '  *• 

Accretions  must  be  the  imperceptible  or  gradual  additions  to  the 
plaintiff's  lands,  or  the  gradual  receding  of  the  river  therefrom. 
If  the  accretions  were  to  an  island  on  the  south  side,  and  to  the 
main  land  on  its  north  side,  and  by  a  change  of  the  river  they  were 
thus  brought  together,  such  a  union  of  the  two  tracts  did  not  make 
the  island  an  accretion  to  the  main  land.^^  *'An  accretion  to  land 
is  the  imperceptible  increase  thereto  on  the  bank  of  a  river  by 
alluvion  occasioned  by  the  washing  up  of  sand  or  earth,  or  by  derelic- 
tion as  when  the  river  shrinks  back  below  the  usual  water  mark; 
and  land  so  formed  by  addition  belongs  to  the  owner  of  the  land 
immediately  behind  it"*^ 

The  change  must  be  permanent;  the  doctrine  of  accretion  does 
not  apply  to  land  alternately  above  and  under  water,  so  long  as  the 
water  substantially  retains  its  old  boundaries.^    A  riparian  owner 


8  See,  as  to  accretions,  alluvion,  and 
boundaries,  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sees.  830, 
1014,  1015,  and  Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec. 
2077.  See  article  in  Journal  of 
American  Engineering  Societies,  vol. 
44,  p.  215,  for  April,  1910,  contain- 
ing an  article  by  Mr.  Otto  Von  Gel- 
dern.  For  a  discussion  of  the  law  of 
accretion,  see  McBride  v.  Steinweden, 
72  Kan.  508,  83  Pac.  822;  Fowler  v. 
Wood,  73  Kan.  511,  117  Am.  St.  Rep. 
534,  85  Pac.  763,  6  L.  R.  A.,  N.  S., 
162. 

4  Vol.  n,  c.  16,  pp.  261,  262. 

5  De  Jure  Maris,  cc.  1,  6. 

6  Bk.  II,  c.  2. 

T  Bk.  Ill,  c.  2,  sec.  6,  etc 
8  Bk.  II,  c.  2. 
»  Just.  II,  1,  20. 


10  Lindley,  L.  J.,  in  Foster  t. 
Wright,  4  C.  P.  D.  438. 

11  Hahn  v.  Dawson,  134  Md.  581, 
690,  36  S.  W.  233. 

12  Lammers  v.  Nissen,  4  Neb.  245. 
"All  the  authorities  agree  that  in  or- 
der that  a  shore  owner  take  land  bj 
way  of  accretion  or  reliction,  it  must 
appear  that  the  addition  was  to  his 
shore  either  by  the  deposit  of  earth 
or  by  the  receding  of  the  water  from 
his  land,  and  that  such  addition  must 
be  by  slow  and  imperceptible  pro- 
cesses." Hammond  v.  Shepard,  186 
111.  235,  78  Am,  St.  Rep.  274,  57  N. 
E.  867. 

18  "Lacus  et  stagna,  licet  interdum 
crescant,  interdum  exarescant,  suos 
tamen  terminos  retinant  ideoque  in 
his  jus  alluvionis  non  adgnoscitur." 
Just.  Digest,  lib.  41,  tit.  1  (Sec.  12 
Callistratus,  lib.  2  Inatitutionum). 
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has  no  vested  right  to  have  conditions  maintained  such  that  accre- 
tions will  continue  to  be  formed  in  the  future.^* 

Accretions  on  navigable  and  non-navigable  rivers  or  other  waters 
belong  to  the  owner  of  the  bank  to  which  they  attach ;  ^^  and  if  they 
are  formed  upon  the  banks  of  two  opposite  owners,  are  to  be  divided 
between  them.^*  If  one  bank  is  public  land,  the  government  is  en- 
titled to  its  share  with  the  opposite  private  owner.^'' 

The  right  to  accretions  is  one  of  the  numerous  riparian  rights 
founded  upon  the  riparian  owner's  right  of  access  to  the  river, 
which  carries  with  it  the  right  to  any  formations  which  would  de- 
stroy the  right  of  access  if  not  regjarded  as  his  property,^®  and  for 
the  same  reason  the  riparian  owner  is  entitled  likewise  to  artificial 
formations  upon  his  bank  wrongfully  produced  by  strangers  to  him 
by  artificial  means.*® 

In  Western  jurisdictions  rejecting  the  conmion  law  of  riparian 
rights  in  toto  in  favor  of  the  law  of  appropriation,  the  riparian  right 
of  accretion  remains  so  long  as  the  stream  has  not  been  diverted  by 
any  appropriator.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  902.    Islands. — ^Islands  rising  in  a  river  unconnected  with  the 

bank  belong  to  the  owner  of  the  bed  at  that  place. 

In  jurisdictions  where  the  State  owns  the  bed  of  innavigable 

streams,  islands  formed  therein  belong  to  the  State,  though  by  later 

1*  Western  Pac.  Co.  v.  Southern 
Pac.  Co.,  151  Fed.  376,  80  C.  C.  A. 
606. 

IS  Kinkead  v.  Turgeon,  74  Neb. 
580,  104  N.  W.  1061,  109  N.  W.  744, 
1  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  162,  13  Ann.  Cas. 
43:  Hathawaj  v.  Milwaukee,  132 
Wis.  249,  122  Am.  St.  Rep.  975, 
111  N.  W.  670,  112  N.  W.  455,  9 
L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  778;  Judson  v.  Tide- 
water Co.,  61  Wash.  164,  98  Pac. 
377;  Ami  Co.  v.  Tidewater  Co.,  61 
Wash.  171,  98  Pac.  380.  "The  doc- 
trine is  well  settled  that  when  lands 
border  on  navigable  rivers,  and  the 
banks  are  changed  by  that  gradual 
and  imperceptible  process  known  as 
'accretion'  the  boundaries  of  the  ri- 
parian proprietor  still  remain  the 
river,  although  as  a  consequence  of 
such  change  in  the  shore  line  the  area 
of  the  possession  may  change.  A 
boundary  on  a  river  implies  a  bound- 


ary changing  as  the  shore  line 
changes  bj  accretion  or  erosion,  in 
the  absence  of  definite  intention  to 
the  contrary."  Stockley  v.  Cissna, 
119  Fed.  822,  56  C.  C.  A.  324. 

^^  And  if  accretion  continues  until 
the  opposite  banks  come  ^  together,  the 
line  of  contact  will  be  the  division 
line.  Buse  ▼.  BusseU,  86  Mo.  209- 
214. 

17  Bigelow  V.  Hoover,  85  Iowa, 
161,  39  Am.  St.  Bep.  296,  52  N.  W. 
124. 

18  Dietrich  v.  Northwestern  By. 
Co.,  42  Wis.  262,  24  Am.  Bep.  399. 

i»  Steers  v.  City  of  Brooklyn,  101 
N.  Y.  51,  4  N.  E.  7. 

20  Sternberger  v.   Seaton  etc.   Co. 
(1909),  45  Colo.  401,  102  Pac.  168; 
Hutchinson  v.  Watson  D.  Co.  (1909), 
16  Idaho,  484,  133  Am.  St.  Bep.  125, 
101  Pac.  1059. 


940  (8d  ed.)    Pt.  lY.    THE  COMMON  LAW  OF  BIPABIAN  BIGHTS.     S  903 

accretions  joined  to  the  bank.  "Additions  to  the  land  of  a  littoral 
proprietor  by  the  action  of  the  water  become  a  part  of  the  land, 
and  belong  to  the  owner,  where  they  are  so  gradual  as  to  be  imper- 
ceptible; but  if  an  island  arises  out  of  the  water,  and  afterward 
becomes  connected  to  the  land  of  the  littoral  proprietor,  it  belongs 
to  the  State. "» 


(3d  ed.) 

§  903.    Boundaries. — Owing   to   the  law   of   accretion,    water 
boundaries,  at  common  law,  shift  with  the  water,  and  are  not  fixed. 

The  California  Civil  Code  provides:*^  ** Except  where  the  grant 
under  which  the  land  is  held  indicates  a  different  intent,  the  owner 
of  the  upland,  when  it  borders  on  tide  water,  takes  to  ordinary  high- 
water  mark;  when  it  borders  upon  a  navigable  lake  or  stream,  where 
there  is  no  tide,  the  owner  takes  to  the  edge  of  the  lake  or  stream, 
at  low-water  mark ;  when  it  borders  upon  any  other  water,  the  owner 
takes  to  the  middle  of  the  lake  or  stream."  ^    This  boundary  shifts 
with  the  water,  at  common  law.    **  Suppose  the  Crown,  bein^  the 
owner  of  th«  foreshore — ^that  is,  the  space  between  high  and  low 
water  mark — grants  the  adjoining  soil  to  an  individual;  and  the 
water  gradually  recedes  from  the  foreshore,  no  intermediate  period 
of  the  change  being  perceptible;  in  that  case,  the  right  of   the 
grantee  of  the  Crown  would  go  forward  with  the  change.     On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  sea  gradually  covered  the  land  so  granted,  the 
Crown  would  be  the  gainer  of  the  land.     The  principle  laid  down 
by  Lord  Hale,  that  the  party  who  suffers  the  loss  shall  be  entitled 
also  to  the  benefit,  governs  and  decides  the  question." ^    As  stated 
in  another  authority,  **The  question  is  well  settled  at  common  law 
that  the  person  whose  land  is  bounded  by  a  stream  of  water,  which 
changes  its  course  gradually  by  alluvial  formations,  shall  still  hold 
by  the  same  boundary,  including  the  accumulated  soil.    No  other 
rule  can  be  applied  on  just  principles.     Every  proprietor  whose 


M  People  V.  W^arner,  116  Mich. 
228,  74  N.  W.  705.  Accord,  Cooley 
V.  Golden,  117  Mo.  33,  49,  23  S.  W. 
100,  21  L.  B.  A.  3C0;  Holman  v. 
iFTodges,  112  Iowa,  714,  84  Am.  St. 
Rep.  367,  84  N.  W.  950,  58  L.  B. 
A.  673;  Perkins  v.  Adams,  132  Mo. 
131,  139,  33  S.  W.  778;  Tatum  v. 
City  of  St.  Louis,  125  Mo.  647,  28 
S.  W.  1002;  Chinn  v.  Naylor,  182 
Mo.  583,  81  8.  W.  1109;  Wallace  v. 
Driver,  61  Ark.  429,  435,  33   S.  W. 


641,   31    L.   B.   A.    317.    See    South 
Dakota  Stats.  1911,  c.  189,  p.  231. 

22  Section  830  of  the  California 
Civil  Code. 

23  See  Drake  v.  Bussian  Biver  Co., 
10  Cal.  App.  654,  103  Pac.  167. 

24  Alderson,  B.,  in  The  Matter  of 
the  Hull  and  Selby  Bailway,  7 
Mees.  &  W.  327.  To  the  'same 
effect,  Adams  v.  Frothingham,  3 
Mass.  352,  3  Am.  Dec.  151:  Phillips 
V.  Bhodes,  7  Met  (Mass.)  322. 
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land  is  thus  bounded  is  subject  to  loss,  by  the  same  means  which 
may  add  to  his  territory,  and  as  he  is  without  remedy  for  his  loss, 
in  this  way,  he  cannot  be  held  accountable  for  his  gain."**  A 
strip  of  land  having  both  its  lateral  boundaries  upon  water  may 
hence  become  a  movable  freehold  when  both  boundaries  shift.^ 

Where,  however,  a  grant  clearly  intends  a  fixed  boundary  and 
contains  words  expressly  negativing  the  common-law  rule,  then 
the  boundary  will  not  shift,  nor  will  the  grantee  be  entitled  to 
accretions.^  Where  an  owner  of  land  plats  the  land  both  upland 
and  shallow,  and  sells  both  separately,  he  in  effect  disassociates 
his  riparian  rights  from  the  upland  estate,  and  the  owner  of  the 
upland  cannot  prevent  a  purchaser  of  submerged  land  from  re- 
filling land  which  has  been  covered  by  the  advancing  landward  of 
the  shore  line."  So,  where  by  statute  an  artificial  harbor  line  is 
established,  riparian  rights  whether  of  accretion  or  wharfage, 
do  not  extend  beyond  that  statutory  line.  This  was  early  settled 
as  to  San  Francisco  harbor.^  In  another  early  case  it  was  held : 
**We  do  not  consider  that  the  plaintiff  is  a  riparian  proprietor 
in  the  sense  in  which  the  term  is  used  in  the  law  of  tide  waters. 
He  is  not  an  owner  upon  the  'shore,'  but  upon  a  'waterfront'  of 
statute  creation.  The  waterfront  established  by  the  act  of  March 
5,  1851,  is  what  that  act  has  made  it  to  be,  and  the  rights  of  the 
plaintiff  as  the  owner  of  a  beach  and  water  lot  abutting  upon  it 
exist  only  in  subordination  to  that  act.  It  is  provided  in  the 
fourth  section  of  the  act  that  the  boundary  line  described  in  the 
first  section  shall  be  and  remain  a  permanent  waterfront  of  said 
city;  and  srpecial  provision  is  made  for  keeping  it  free  and  clear 

of  all  obstructions 'Shore'  is  the  space  between  high  and 

low  water  mark.  Against  the  plaintiff's  water  lot  there  is  no  such 
space.  The  waterfront  at  the  point  is  below  low  water  mark,  and 
there  can  be  no  riparian  right  to  build  a  wharf  or  pier  beyond 


25  New  Orleans  v.  United  States,  10 
Pet.  717,  9  L.  Ed.  595.  See,  also, 
Scratton  t.  Brown,  4  Barn.  &  C.  485, 
107  Eng.  Reprint,  1140;  Camden  etc. 
Co.  V.  Lippincott,  45  N.  J.  L.  415, 
417  (citinjf  cases)  ;  Wallace  v.  Driver, 
61  Ark.  432,  33  S.  W.  641,  31  L.  B. 
A.  317  (citing  cases) ;  De  Lancey 
▼.  Wellbrock,  113  Fed.  103. 

1  East  Hampton  Trustees  v.  Kirk, 
84  N.  Y.  218,  38  Am.  Rep.  505, 
citinjf  Scratton  v.  Brown,  4  Barn,  ft 
C.  485,  107  Eng.  Reprint,  1140. 


2  Cook  V.  Mcaure,  58  N.  Y.  437. 
17  Am.  Rep.  270. 

«  Gilbert  v.  Eldridge,  47  Minn. 
210,  49  N.  W.  679,  12  L.  B.  A.  411. 

4  Eldridge  v.  Cowell,  4  Cal.  80, 
holding  that  one  who  took  with 
knowledge  of  the  San  Francisco 
Beach  and  Water  Lot  plan  takes 
without  riparian  rights,  and  cannot 
object  to  filling  in  in  front  of  him. 
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it;  and  it  follows  that  if  a  wharf  should  be  built  by  a  stranger 
below  the  line  of  low  water,  that  the  owner  of  the  adjacent  up- 
land would  have  no  right  of  entry  upon  it  on  which  he  could  main- 
tain ejectment."'  And  in.  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States:  ''But  in  this  case  no  inquiry  as  to  the  rights  of  a  riparian 
proprietor,  by  either  the  common  law  or  local  usage  or  regulation, 
is  needed.  The  complainant  is  not  the  proprietor  of  any  land 
bordering  on  the  shore  of  the  sea,  in  any  proper  sense  of  that  term. 
His  land  is  situated  nearly  half  a  mile  from  what  was  the  shore 
of  the  bay  of  San  Francisco,  at  the  time  California  was  admitted 
into  the  Union,  and  over  it  the  water  at  the  lowest  tide  then 
flowed  at  a  depth  suflScient  to  float  vessels  of  ordinary  size.  There 
is,  therefore,  no  just  foundation  for  the  claim  by  the  complain- 
ant as  riparian  proprietor  of  a  right  to  wharf  out  into  the  bay  in 
front  of  his  land."* 


C.    VraARPAGE  AND  OTHER  RIPARIAN  OR  LITTORAL  BIGHTS. 
(3d  ed.) 

§  904.  Access. — ^As  elsewhere  set  forth,  all  riparian  rights  are 
founded  upon  the  natural  situation  of  riparian  lands,  giving  access 
to  the  natural  resourced  The  right  to  preserve  and  enjoy  this 
natural  situation — ^the  right  of  access — is  the  essence  of  all,  and 
is  in  itself  a  right  of  property.  The  right  of  access  is  his  only, 
and  exists  by  virtue  and  in  respect  of  his  riparian  property.  It  is 
distinct  from  title  to  the  bed  of  the  water.  It  exists  in  the  case 
of  tide  waters,  even  where  the  shore  is  the  sovereign's  property, 
both  when  the  tide  is  out  and  when  it  is  in.  It  is  distinct  from 
the  public  right  of  navigation,  and  an  interruption  of  it  is  an  en- 
croachment upon  a  private  right,  whether  caused  by  a  public 
nuisance   or  authorized  by  the   legislature.    In  Lyon  v.   Wish- 


5  Dana  v.  Jackson  St.  Wharf  Co., 
31  Cal.  121,  89  Am.  Dec.  164. 

«  Weber  v.  Harbor  Commrs.,  18 
Wall.  (U.  S.)  65-67,  21  L.  Ed.  802. 
So  of  the  statutory  waterfront  of 
New  York  harbor  it  is  held:  "In 
the  absence  of  an  express  grant  of 
wharfage,  or  of  such  manifest  inten- 
tion, the  city  or  the  State,  as  the 
case  may  be,  may  make  successive 
grants  of  its  lands  under  water, 
each  in  front  of  the  former,  to  dif- 
ferent grantees,  without  any  violation 


of  the  rights  of  either,  and  neither 
the  first  nor  the  last  grantee  will 
acquire  any  exclusive  riparian  privi- 
leges. None  of  such  grantees  are  in 
any  proper  sense  riparian  owners  at 
all,  and  riparian  rignts  do  not  attach 
to  such  grants."  Turner  v.  People's 
Ferry  Co.,  21  Fed.  93,  94.  See 
Hoboken  v.  Pacific  By.  Co.,  124  U. 
S.  690,  8  Sup.  Ct,  Rep.  643,  31  L. 
Ed.  543. 
7  Supra,  sec.  692  et  seq. 
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mongers'  Co.s  it  was  said  that  the  rights  of  a  riparian  proprietor, 
so  far  as  they  relate  to  natural  streams,  exist  jure  naturaey  because 
his  land  has  by  nature  the  advantage  of  being  washed  by  the 
stream,  and  as  the  facts  of  nature  constitute  the  foundation  of  the 
right,  the  law  should  recognize  and  follow  the  course  of  nature  in 
every  part  of  the  stream. 

The  owner  of  land  bounded  by  a  navigable  river  has  the  right 
to  free  communication  between  his  premises  and  the  navigable 
channel  of  the  river .^  Acts  of  a  boom  company  obstructing  navi- 
gation of  a  river  may  be  enjoined  in  an  action  by  persons  whose 
use  of  the  river,  ordinarily  affording  them  ingress  to  and  egress 
from  their  lands,  is  thereby  interfered  with.^^  A  railroad  being 
built  between  a  wharf  and  the  water,  compensation  must  be  made  to 
the  wharf  owner.^^  An  embankment  for  a  road  along  the  shore 
is  such  an  injury  to  the  riparian  owner  as  to  entitle  him  to  dam- 
ages. ^^  Special  damages  are  sustained  by  one  whose  means  of 
access  to  his  cottage  on  the  banks  of  a  navigable  river  is  cut  off 
by  an  obstruction  of  the  stream  with  logs  (there  being  no  other 
highway  leading  thereto),  so  as  to  entitle  him  to  recover  damages 
for  the  obstruction.^' 

In  most  States,  this  right  of  access  cannot  be  taken  from  the 
riparian  owner  without  compensation,  even  for  the  improvement 
of  navigation.  If  the  acts  done  or  structures  built  in  the  im- 
provement of  navigation  destroy  the  right  of  access  or  other  ripa- 


8  L.  B.  1  App.  Cm.  673,  10  Ch. 
679,  44  L.  J.  Ch.  M.  8.  747,  33  L.  T., 
N.  S.,  146,  24  Week.  Bep.  1,  see 
nipra,  sec.  698. 

•  Case  ▼.  ToftuB,  87  Fed.  730,  5 
L.  B.  A.  684;  Paine  Lumber  Co.  v. 
United  States,  55  Fed.  854;  Hedges 
V.  West  Shore  B.  Co.,  80  Hun,  310, 
30  N.  Y.  Supp.  92;  Yates  v.  Mil- 
waukee, 10  Wall.  497,  19  L.  Ed.  984; 
Shepard  v.  Coeur  d'Alene  Co.,  16 
Idaho,  293,  101  Pac.  591. 

10  Hulet  y.  Wishkah  Boom  Co. 
(1909),  54  Wash.  510,  132  Am.  St. 
Rep.  1127,  103  Pac.  814. 

11  Bell  V.  Hull  &  8.  B.  Co.,  6 
Mees.  &  W.  699,  2  By.  Cas.  279.  See 
Attorney  General  v.  Conservators  of 
the  Thames,  1  Hem.  ft  M.  1,  8  Jur., 
N.  S.,  1203,  11  Week.  Bep.  163;  71 
Eng.  Beprint  L 


13  Buccleuch  y.  Metropolitan  Bd. 
of  Works,  L.  B.  3  Ex.  306.  See, 
also.  Metropolitan  Bd.  of  Works  ▼. 
McCarthy,  L.  B.  7  H.  L.  243,  43 
L.  J.  C.  P.,  N.  8.,  385,  31  L.  T., 
N.  S.,  132;  Ori^nal  Hartelpool  Col- 
lieries Co.  V.  Gibb,  L.  B.  5  Ch.  D. 
713;  Bell  ▼.  Quebec,  L.  B.  5  App. 
Cas.  98,  49  L.  J.  P.  C,  N.  S.,  1, 
41  L.  J.  451,  Atty.  Gen.  ▼.  Wemyss, 
L.  B.  13  App.  Cas.  192;  Bose  v. 
Groves,  5  Man.  &  G.  613,  6  Scott 
N.  B.  645,  1  Dowl.  ft  L.  61,  12  L. 
J.  C.  p.,  N.  S.,  251,  7  Jur.  951; 
Kearns  v.  Cordwainers  Co.,  6  Com. 
B.,  N.  S.,  388,  28  L.  J.  C.  P.,  N.  S., 
285,  5  Jur.,  N.  S.,  216.  Begarding 
wharfage  and  riparian  rights  on  navi- 
gable streams,  see  127  Am.  St.  Bep. 
50,  note. 

13  Smart  v.  Aroostook  Lumber  Co., 
103  Me.  37,  68  Atl.  527,  14  L.  B.  A., 
N.  S.,  1083. 
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rian  rights  of  a  riparian  o'WTier,  the  riparian  owner  is  entitled  to 
damages  as  for  taking  of  private  property  for  a  public  purpose, 
for  the  rule  in  the  majority  of  the  States  recognizes  his  right  of 
access  to  navigability  as  private  property  which  cannot  be  taken 
from  him  by  the  State  without  compensation.  In  one  California 
case  it  is  said:  ''The  State  cannot  make,  nor  authorize  to  be  made, 
any  obstruction  in  navigable  waters  in  front  of  any  riparian  pro- 
prietor, which  will  prevent  his  having  free  access  by  water  to 
his  land,  unless  it  be  done  in  the  exercise  of  its  power  to  take 
private  property  for  public  use,  and  compensation  made  there- 
for. "»* 

The  rule  in  New  York  seems  opposed  to  this.^  The  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  also  doubted  whether  the  riparian 
owner  should  have  compensation,  upon  principle,  but  holds  that 
whether  he  shall  or  shall  not  is  entirely  a  question  of  State  law,^* 
and  that  it  will  uphold  the  State  upon  whichever  stand  it  takes.^^ 


14  Eldridge  v.  Cowell,  4  Gal.  80. 
A  leading  case  is  Yates  ▼.  Milwau- 
kee, 10  Wall.  497,  19  L.  Ed.  984, 
cited  and  approved  in  San  Francisco 
Sav.  Union  v.  &.  G.  E.  Petroleum 
Co.,  144  Cal.  134,  103  Am.  St.  Bep. 
72,  77  Pac.  832,  66  L.  B.  A.  242, 
1  Ann.  Cas.  182.  The  California 
Political  Code,  section  404*2,  pro- 
vides expressly  for  protection  af  ri- 
parian owners  where  counties  improve 
river-beds,  etc.  See,  also,  Shepard 
V.  Coeur  d'Alene  Co.  (1909),  16 
Idaho,  293,  101  Pac.  591;  Kamm  v. 
Normand,  50  Or.  9,  126  Am.  St.  Bep. 
698,  91  Pac.  451,  11  L.  B.  A.,  N. 
S.,  290;  Bigham  Bros.  ▼.  Fort 
Arthur  etc.  Co.,  100  Tex.  192,  97 
S.  W.  686,  13  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  656; 
Mashbum  v.  St.  Joe  Imp.  Co,  (Or.), 
Il3  Pac.  92;  Wash.  Stats.  1911,  c.  11, 
sec.  7,  subd.  d.  See,  also,  note  to 
State  ex  rel.  Denny  v.  Bridges,  19 
Wash.  44,  52  Pac.  326,  40  L.  B.  A.  593. 

15  Scranton  v.  Wheeler,  179  U.  S. 
141,  21  Sup.  Ct.  48,  45  L.  Ed.  126; 
Gould  V.  Hudson  B.  Co.,  6  N.  Y.  552; 
Lansing  v.  Smith,  4  Wend.  21,  21 
Am.  Dec.  89;  People  v.  Tibbetts,  19 
N.  Y.  523;  People  ex  rel.  Loomis  v. 
Canal  Appraisers,  33  N.  Y.  461;  Smith 
V.  Rochester,  92  N.  Y.  463,  44  Am. 
Bep.  393;  Langdon  v.  New  York,  93 
N.  Y.   129;   Sage  v.  New  York,  154 


N.  Y.  61,  61  Am.  St  Bep.  592,  47 
N.  £.  1696,  38  L.  B.  A.  606.  And 
see  Cohen  v.  United  States,  162  Fed. 
364;  Crawford  etc.  Co.  v.  Hathaway, 
67  Neb:  325,  108  Am.  St  Bep.  647, 
93  N.  W.  781,  60  L.  B.  A.  889.  In 
an  early  English  ease  it  was  held 
that  no  compensation  nee^  be  given 
for  poUntion  of  water  (rendering  in 
salt)  in  improvement  of  navigation, 
saying  (as  previous  sections  have 
shown  no  longer  to  be  the  law)  that 
there  could  be  no  private  riparian 
right  in  navigable  streams.  Lord 
EUenborough  in  The  King  v.  Directors 
of  Bristol  Dock  Co.,  12  East,  429,  104 
Eng.  Beprint,  167.  Contra,  see  Big- 
ham  Bros.  V.  Port  Arthur  etc.  Co.,  100 
Tex.  192,  97  S.  W.  686,  13  L.  B.  A., 
N.  S.,  656. 

i«  Barney  v.  Keokuk,  94  U.  8.  324, 
24  L.  Ed.  224  quoted  with  approval 
in  Hardin  v.  Jordan,  140  U.  S.  382, 
11  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  808,  838,  35  L. 
Ed.  433;  Shively  v.  Bowlby,  152  U. 
S.  49,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  548,  38  L. 
Ed.  349;  Packer  v.  Bird,  137  U.  S. 
671,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  210,  34  L.  Ed. 
821. 

17  United  States  v.  Mission  Bock 
Co.,  189  U.  S.  391,  23  Sup.  Ct  Bep. 
606,  47  L.  Ed.  865.  Supra,  see.  898, 
note  11. 
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§  906.  Wharfage,  etc. — ^The  riparian  owner's  right  of  access 
gives  him  the  right  to  exercise  the  same  by  wharfing  out  into 
navigable  waters.*®  In  the  leading  case  of  Yates  v.  Milwaukee  *^ 
it  is  said:  **But  whether  the  title  of  the  owner  of  such  a  lot  ex- 
tends beyond  the  dry  land  or  not,  he  is  certainly  entitled  to  the 
rights  of  a  riparian  proprietor,  whose  land  is  bounded  by  a  navi- 
gable stream ;  and  among  those  rights  are  access  to  the  navigable 
part  of  the  river  from  the  front  of  his  lot,  the  right  to  make  a 
landing,  wharf  or  pier,  for  his  own  use  or  for  the  use  of  the  pub- 
lic, subject  to  such  general  rules  as  the  legislature  may  see  proper 
to  impose  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  public,  whatever 
those  may  be."  Erections  may  be  placed  in  the  sea  or  its  shores 
and  belong  to  the  maker,  quod  nulliiis  sit,  occupantis  fit;  provided 
it  does  not  interfere  with  navigation  or  the  prior  structures  of 
individuals.^®  If  the  owner  of  land  bounded  by  the  shore  upon 
tidewater  makes  improvements  upon  or  reclaims  the  shore  adjoin- 
ing his  lands,  the  part  of  the  shore  so  improved  or  reclaimed  be- 
longs to  him,  and  cannot  be  granted  by  the  State.^* 
.  If,  however,  they  interfere  with  navigation  or  other  public 
rights,  they  become  purprestures  and  may  be  prohibited.  For  ex- 
ample, the  courts  of  some  States  and  of  the  United  States  have 
held  that  a  riparian  owner  has  not  the  right  to  maintain  a.  dam 
or  other  obstruction  which  prevents  the  passage  of  fish  up  the 
streams,  and  that  the  legislature  may  establish  regulations  to  pre- 
vent obstructions  to  the  passage  of  fish.^^  Likewise,  if  they  cause 
damage  to  other  riparian  owners,  they  are  actionable  by  them.^ 

It  has  been  held  that  the  right  to  wharf  out  may  be  severed 
from  the  land  by  grant.^* 

The  riparian  owner  on  an  artificial  statutory  waterfront  has  no 
right  to  wharf  out,  however.^^ 


18  Coquille  etc.  Co.  v.  Johnson,  52 
Or.  547,  132  Am.  St.  Rep.  716,  98 
Pac.  132;  Montgomery  v.  Shaver,  40 
Or.  244,  66  Pac.  923;  Stevens  Point 
Boom  Co.  V.  Reilly,  44  Wis.  295; 
River  Co.  v.  Patterson,  98  U.  8.  403, 
25  L.  Ed.  206. 

19  10  Wall.  497,  19  L.  Ed.  984. 

20  Pothier,  Droit  de  Propriety,  opp. 
torn.  8,  p,  150. 

21  Heiney  v.  Noland,  75  N.  J.  L. 
397,  67  Atl.  1008. 

Water  Right*— 60 


22  In  re  Delaware  River  (1909), 
131  App.  Div.  403,  115  N.  Y.  Supp. 
750. 

28  Knhnis  v.  Lewis  etc  Co.,  51 
Wash.  196,  98  Pac.  656. 

24  Montgomery  v.  Shaver,  40  Or. 
250,  66  Pac.  923;  Coquille  etc.  Co. 
V.  Johnson,  52  Or.  547,  132  Am.  St. 
Rep.  716,  98  Pac.  132;  Decker  v. 
Pac.  etc.  Co.  (Alaska),  164  Fed.  977. 
Bee  40  L.  R.  A.  393,  note. 

20  Supra,  sec.  903. 
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(3d  ed.) 

§  906.  Other  Riparian  Bights  in  Navigable  Waters.— In  gen- 
eraly  riparian  owners  have  all  the  rights  upon  navigable  rivers 
that  they  have  on  non-navigable  rivers,  provided  they  occasion 
no  obstruction  to  the  navigation/  since  the  right  arises  from 
ownership  of  the  bank,  not  the  bed.  In  Lyon  v.  Fishmongers' 
Co.*  Lord  Cairns  said:  "I  cannot  entertain  any  doubt  that  the 
riparian  owner  on  a  navigable  river,  in  addition  to  the  right  con- 
nected with  navigation  to  which  he  is  entitled  as  one  of  the  pub- 
lic, retains  his  rights,  as  an  ordinary  riparian  owner,  underlying 
and  controlled  by,  but  not  extinguished  by,  the  public  right  of 
navigation."  In  another  English  case  Lord  Blackburn  said:  "It 
was  said  in  argument  in  the  present  case  that  whether  the  stream 
was  navigable  or  not  made  no  difference  as  to  the  rights  of  the 
riparian  proprietors I  agree  to  this,"  etc.' 

Thus,  he  has  a  right  to  a  reasonable  use  of  the  water  for  irriga- 
tion,* or  for  power  purposes,^  and,  in  general,  for  other  beneficial 
uses.  **The  rule  is  elementary  that  ....  every  proprietor  of 
land  on  the  bank  of  a  stream  of  water,  whether  navigable  or  notf 
has  the  right  to  use  the  water,  etc."*  The  riparian  proprietor, 
on  a  navigable  stream  has,  among  other  rights,  "the  right  to 
make  a  reasonable  use  of  the  water  as  it  flows  past  or  laves  the 
land."^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  907.    Fishing. — The  general  common  law  of  fishing  is  bor- 
rowed from  the  civil  law.®    In  the  civil  law,  the  fish  themselves 


1  Supra,  B6C.  726. 

a  L.  B.  1  App.  Obs.  673. 

8  Orr  Ewing  v.  Colquohoun,  L.  B. 
2  App.  Gas.  861.  See,  abo^  Kent's 
Commentaries,  lee.  52,  3  Kent,  429; 
20  Harvard  Law  Review,  489,  notej 
Madison  v.  Spokane  etc.  Co.,  40 
Wash.  414,  82  Pac.  719,  6  L.  R.  A., 
N.  S.,  257;  Myers  v.  City  of  St. 
Louis,  82  Mo.  367;  Walker  v.  Board 
of  Pub.  Works,  16  Ohio,  540;  Judson 
V.  Tide  Water  Co.,  51  Wash.  164,  98 
Pac.  377;  Carli  v.  StiUwater  Co.,  28 
Minn.  276,  3  N.  W.  348. 

4  Heilbron  v.  Powkr  etc.  Co.,  75 
Cal.  426,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  183,  17  Pac. 
635;  Bigham  Bros.  v.  Port  Arthur 
etc.  Co.,  100  Tex.  192,  91  S.  W.  848, 
97  S.  W.  686,  13  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S., 
656.    Droit     Civile     Franeauiy     par 


Aubrey  &  Ban,  4th  ed.,  voL  HI,  p. 
16. 

S  Hamelin  v.  Bannerman  [1895], 
App.  Cas.  237;  TruUinger  v.  Howe, 
53  Or.  219,  97  Pac.  549,  99  Pac. 
880,  22  L.  B.  A.,  N.  S.,  545;  Dodge 
Y.  Inhabitants  of  Bockport,  199 
Mass.  274,  85  N.  E.  172. 

«  Lyon,  J.,  in  Eamberly  etc  Co. 
V.  Hewitt,  79  Wis.  334,  48  N.  W. 
373,  quoted  in  Green  Bay  Co.  v. 
Kaukauna  Co.,  90  Wis.  370,  48  Am. 
St.  Bep.  937,  61  N.  W.  1121,  63  N.  W. 
1019,  28  L.  B.  A.  443. 

7  Lewis  on  Eminent  Domain,  2d 
ed.,  sec.  83;  Taylor  v.  Commonweialth, 
102  Ya.  759,  102  Am.  St  Bep.  865, 
47  S.  E.  881. 

S  Shultx  on  Aquatic  Bights,  p.  1. 
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while  swimming  at  large  are  ** ferae  naturae/'  in  the  ^''negative 
community,"  and  belong  to  no  one;  the  right  of  fishing  is  purely 
a  usufructuary  right;  the  fish  themselves  become  private  property 
only  when  caught.*  "The  fish  in  the  sea,  rivers,  lakes,  etc.,  being 
in  their  natural  freedom,  are  things  belonging  to  no  one;  fish- 
ing is  a  species  of  occupation  whereby  the  fisherman  acquires  the 
property  in  the  fish  he  catches,  and  thus  takes  into  his  posses- 
sion.''^® To  illustrate  this  nature  of  property  in  fish,  fishing  in 
non-navigable  rivers  is  not  really  larceny,  though  it  may  be  treated 
as  such ;  but  regarding  fish  in  a  reservoir,  these  are  in  the  posses- 
sion of  him  who  is  guarding  them,  who  may  permit  their  capture 
as  he  sees  fit;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  one  who 
fishes  there  without  his  consent  commits  an  actual  larceny  against 
the  man  to  whom  the  reservoir  belongs.^^ 

Prom  this  negative  civil-law  position  of  ** belonging  to  no  one," 
the  change  is  now  well  established  in  the  conunon  law  to  the  posi- 
tive one  that  fish  swimming  at  large  **  belong  to  the  State  in  trust 
for  the  public."" 

In  navigable  waters,  the  public  has  a  right  of  fishing,  so  far  as 
it  has  access  to  the  water ;  and  the  riparian  owners  cannot  prevent 
them.^*  But  a  lawful  mode  of  access  must  be  obtained  by  the 
public  before  it  can  exercise  the  privileges  appertaining  to  navi- 
gable waters.^*  On  non-navigable  waters  fishing  is  a  private  ripa- 
rian right  belonging  exclusively  to  the  riparian  owners.    Lord 


9  Supra,  sees.  2,  33;  infra,  see. 
1025. 

10  "Les  poissons,  qui  sont  dans  la 
mer,  dans  les  rividres,  les  lacs,  etc., 
6taiit  in  laxitate  naturall,  sont  des 
chose  qui  n'appartiennent  k  per- 
Bonne:  la  peche,  qu'on  en  fait,  est 
un  genre  d'occupation  par  lequel  les 
p^heurs  acqui^rent  le  domaine  des 
poissons  qu'ils  p^chent,  et  dont  ils 
s'emparent  par  la  p^che  qu'iis  .en 
font."  Pothier,  Troite  d«  Proprifitd 
(op.  torn.  8,  p.  137.) 

11  "A  regard  des  poissons,  qui 
sont  dans  un  reservoir,  ces  poissons 
6tant  sub  manu  et  en  la  possession 
de  celui  qui  les  j  garde,  qui  peut  les 
aller  prendre  toutes  fois  et  quantes 
que  bon  lui  semble,  il  n'est  pas  dou- 
teuz  que  celui,  qui  les  y  pecherait 
sans  droit,  ferait  un  veritable  vol  k 
celui    k   qui    ces    poissons    appartien- 


nent"  Pothier,  Traits  du  Droit  de 
Propriety  (op.  torn.  8,  p.  138).  An 
old  English  statute  to  protect  private 
fish-ponds  is  referred  to  by  Lord 
Coke.  "If  a  man  committeth  a  tres- 
pass in  the  fish-pond,  etc.,  of  an- 
other, by  taking  and  carrying  away 
of  water,  he  is  no  misfeasor  within 
this  statute;  but  if  ho  let  out  the 
water  to  the  end  to  take  fish,  he  is  a 
misfeasor  within  this  statute,"  etc., 
2  Coke's  Inst.,  commenting  on  Stat. 
3,  Edw.  I.  (Weston  I.),  cap.  20, 
6th  ed.  London,  1681,  p.  200. 

12  Supra,  sec.  6. 

IS  Willow  R.  aub  V.  Wade  (1898), 
100  Wis.  86,  76  N.  W.  273,  42  L.  R. 
A.  305.  See  13  Am.  St.  Rep.  416, 
note. 

14  Bolsa  etc.  Club  v.  Burdeck,  151 
Cal.  254,  90  Pac.  532,  12  L.  B.  A., 
N.   S.,  275. 
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Hale  says^^'  "Fresh  rivers,  of  what  kind  soever,  do  of  comixioii 
right  belong  to  the  owners  of  the  soil  adjacent;  so  that  the  owners 
of  the  one  side  have,  of  common  right,  the  property  of  the  soil 
and  consequently  the  right  of  fishing  tisque  filum  aquae;  and  the 
owners  of  the  other  side  the  right  of  soil  or  ownership  and  fishing 
unto  the  filum  aquae  on  the  other  side."  ^^ 

In  the  Western  States  which  have  rejected  the  common  law  of 
riparian  rights  in  ioto  in  favor  of  the  law  of  appropriation,  the 
riparian  right  of  fishing  is  subordinate  to  the  rights  of  others  to 
appropriate  the  stream,  and  lasts  only  until  some  appropriator 
makes  a  diversion.^^ 

The  State  may  regulate  the  use  of  non-navigable  waters  (and, 
in  the  absence  of  conflict  with  navigation,  also  of  navigable 
waters)  for  the  preservation  of  fish.^' 


iB  De  Jure  M«riB,  cap.  L 

16  A  civil-law  authority  says  that 
bj  the  Roman  law  riven  were  publici 
belonging  to  the  people,  though  the 
UM  of  them  was  allowed  to  everyone 
(tout  le  monde)  and  everybody 
(chacun)  was  permitted  to  fish 
there.  It  is  different  in  our  (Fr«nch) 
law.  The  king  owns  all  navigable 
riverSi  and  permits  fishing  therein 
only  to  "les  fermiers  du  domaine  et 
leg  engagistes/'  and  others  than 
"fermiers"  cannot  do  it.  "A  regard 
des  rividres  non  navigables,  elles 
appartiennent  aux  diff^rens  particu- 
liers,  qui  sont  fond^s  en  titres  ou  en 
possession,  pour  s'en  dire  propri6- 
taire  dans  T^ntendue  porter  par  leurs 
titres  ou  leur  possession,"  and  they 
alone  can  fish  there.  Pothier,  Droit 
du  Propri^t^,  op.  torn.  8,  p.  137. 

17  Sternberger  v.  Seaton  etc.  Co. 
(1909),  45  Colo.  401,  102  Pac.  168. 
But  see  State  y.  Banker  (Utah),  108 
Pac.  352. 

18  E.  g.,  Cal.  Pen.  Code,  sec.  629; 
People  v.  Truckee  etc.  Co.,  116  Cal. 
397,  48  Pac.  374,  39  L.  R.  A.  581; 
Ex  parte  Maier,  103  Cal.  476,  42  Am. 
St.  Rep.  129,  37  Pac.  402;  Ex  parte 
Bailey  (1909),  155  Cah  472,  132 
Am.  St.  Rep.  95,  101  Pac.  441;  Port- 
land etc.  Co.  V.  Benson  (Or.),  108 
Pac.  122;  In  re  Delaware  River,  131 
App.  Div.  403,  115  N.  Y.  Supp.  750; 
Hooker  v.  Cumminjsfs,  20  Johns.  91, 
11  Am.  Dec.  249;  People  v.  Doxtater, 


75  Hun,  472,  27    N.  Y.  Supp.    481; 
affirmed,  147    N.  Y.    723,  42    N.    E. 
724;  Ex  parte    Maier,    103    Cal.  476. 
42  Am.  St.  Bep.    129,    37    Pae.  402; 
State  Y.  Beardsley,    108    Iowa,    396, 
79  N.  W.  138;  Stoughton  v.  Baker,  4 
Mass.  522,  3  Am.  Dec.  236;  Geer  ▼. 
Connecticut,  161  U.  S.  519,  16   Sap. 
Ct.  Bep.  600,  40  L.  Ed.  793;   Holy- 
oke  Co.  v.  Lyman,    15  Wall.  500,    21 
L.  Ed.  133;  Parker  v.  People,  111  IlL 
581,  53  Am.  Bep.  643.     In  Common- 
wealth Y.  Essex  Co.,  13  Gray  (Mass.), 
249,    Chief    Justice    Shaw    says:  "It 
seems  to  be  well  settled  that  the  ob- 
struction of  the  passage  of  the  annual 
migratory  fish  through  the  rivers  and 
streams  of  the  commonwealth  is  not 
an  indictable  offense  at  common  law. 
But  the  right  to  haYe  these  fish  pass 
up  rivers  and  streams  to  the  head- 
waters thereof  is  a  public  right,  and 
subject   to  regulation   by  the   legisla- 
ture."    In  Commonwealth  v.  Clmpin, 
5  Pick.    (Mass.)    199,    16    Am.    Dec. 
386,  the  court  held  that:  "In  a  river 
not  navigable    the    proprietor   of  the 
adjoining  soil  has  an  exclusive  right 
of  fishery  in  front  of  his  land  to  the 
thread  of  the  river,  except  so  far  as 
this  right  has  been  qualified  by  legis- 
lative regulations.     But   this   right  is 
limited  to    the    taking    of    fish,  and 
does  not  carry  with  it  a  right  to  pre- 
Yent  the  passage  of  fish  to  the  lakes 
and  ponds  for  the  multiplication  of 
the  speeioi." 


§§  908-1006     (Blank  numbers.) 
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CHAPTER  40. 

COMPARISON  OP  THE  LAW  OP  APPROPRIATION  AND  OP 

RIPARIAN  RIGHTS. 

§  1007.  Purpose  of  this  chapter. 

§  1008.  First  principles. 

§  1009.  As  dependent  on  ownership  of  land. 

f  1010.  Contiguity  to  the  stream. 

§  1011.  Mode  of  acquisition. 

§  1012.  Beneficial  use. 

§  1013.  Preference  of  domestic  use. 

f  1014.  Equality  ts.  priority. 

f  1016.  In  California. 

If  1016-1024.     (Blank  numbers.) 

(dd  ed.) 

.  §  1007.  Purpose  of  This  Chapter.— It  is  our  purpose  in  this 
short  chapter  to  bring  together  in  concise  form,  without  citation 
of  authorities,  matters  set  forth,  with  regard  to  the  systems  of 
appropriation  and  riparian  rights,  in  the  foregoing  two  parts  of 
this  book,  showing  likenesses  in  the  two  systems,  differences,  and 
points  where  the  differences  are  being  bridged  and  the  systems 
converging. 

(8d  ed.) 

§  1008.    First  Principles.— Under  both  systems  the  corp'ns  of 

running  water  in  a  natural  stream  is  not  the  subject  of  ownership ; 
neither  real  property  nor  personal  property,  but  in  a  class  with 
the  air  in  the  atmosphere.  It  is  in  the  ** negative  community*'  (or 
"publici  juris/*  or  "belongs  to  the  public")*  -A.  right  (called 
** usufructuary")  may  exist  to  use  it.  The  corpus  of  any  portion 
taken  out  of  the  stream  and  reduced  to  possession  is  private  prop- 
erty so  long  as  reduced  to  possession.  The  common  law  borrowed 
these  principles  from  the  civil  law  and  the  law  of  appropriation 
borrowed  them  from  the  common  law. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  1009.  As  Dependent  on  Ownership  of  Land. — ^To  protect  the 
landowners  bordering  upon  the  stream  from  trespass  upon  the 
land,  the  common  law  excludes  nonriparian  owners  from  the  use 


( 


950  (3d  ed.)    Pt.  IV.    THE  COMMON  LAW  OP  EIPARIAN  RIGHTS.    9  lt)l» 

of  the  water,  and  to  prevent  excessive  damage  between  riparian 
owners,  limits  each  to  a  reasonable  use  of  his  own  land.  The 
common  law  limits  the  use  to  riparian  proprietors  upon  the  ripa- 
rian lands  and  contemplates  a  settled  community  occupying  such 
lands,  being  a  system  drawn  from  old-settled  countries.  But 
formerly  in  the  West  the  bordering  lands  were  open  public  do- 
main, and  the  United  States,  their  sole  owner,  did  not  object  to, 
but  encouraged,  the  trespass  and  free  diversion.  The  ownership 
of  riparian  or  any  land  in  a  private  individual  was  not  regarded 
as  necessary  to  his  use  of  the  water,  and  the  attributes  of  the 
system  of  appropriation  are  those  of  a  "free  public  land'*  system. 
The  law  of  appropriation  is  hence  independent  of  ownership  of 
any  land  or  the  place  of  use. 

Upon  this  the  law  of  appropriation  is  to  some  extent  returning 
to  the  common  law  where  statutes  make  the  right  to  use  water 
by  appropriation  inhere  in  the  land  irrigated. 

The  free  access,  having  thus  given  rise  to  the  law  of  appro- 
priation, passes  away  as  the  bordering  lands  are  settled.  The 
right  of  the  private  land  to  the  use  of  the  water  because  of  its 
contiguity  is  (so  far  as  not  diverted  away  while  the  land  was 
public)  recognized  under  the  California  doctrine  but  not  under 
the  Colorado  doctrine.  The  latter  has,  however,  returned  to  the 
principle  of  the  common  law  so  far  as  the  private  riparian  land 
must  not  be  trespassed  upon  to  reach  the  water ;  the  appropriator 
must  enter  the  stream  on  public  land  or  proceed  by  grant,  pre- 
scription or  condemnation* 

(3d  ed.) 

§  1010.    Contiguity  to  the  Stream. — Contiguity  to  the  stream 

founds  the  riparian  right  but  is  disregarded  by  appropriation.  A 
tendency  to  return  to  the  common  law  is  seen  in  decisions  recog- 
nizing a  right  of  appropriation  in  the  riparian  owner  on  proof  of 
natural  subirrigation ;  also  in  at  least  one  arid  State  prohibiting 
appropriations  for  use  beyond  the  watershed. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  1011.  Mode  of  Acquisition. — ^No  formalities  are  needed  to  re- 
quire riparian  rights  at  common  law ;  they  attach  ipso  facto  to  the 
riparian  land  because  of  its  contiguity  to  the  stream.  Certain 
formalities  are  required,  on  the  other  hand,  to  acquire  rights  by 
appropriation,  and  these  formalities  are  being  steadily  increased. 
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(3d  ed.) 

§  1012.  Beneficial  Use.— Actual  use  is  the  foundation  of  a  right 
by  appropriation;  but  future  possible  use  stands  as  high  at  com- 
mon law  as  present  use.  Nonuse  causes  a  loss  of  the  appropria- 
tion, but  does  not  affect  the  riparian  right. 

The  law  of  appropriation  is  returning  to  the  common  law  in  this 
regard  so  far  as  it  recognizes  appropriations  for  ** future  needs'* 
without  present  application  of  the  water ;  also  in  allowing  a  num- 
ber of  years  before  nonuse  causes  forfeiture.  On  the  other  hand, 
pressure  by  appropriators  upon  the  courts  tends  to  reduce  the 
common-law  protection  of  future  use,  as  shown  chiefly  in  regard 
to  taking  the  riparian  right  on  eminent  domain.  If  the  common 
law  goes  far  in  protecting  the  interests  of  private  landowners,  on 
the  other  hand  the  law  of  appropriation  goes  far  in  subordinating 
everything  to  present  accomplishment. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  1013.  Preference  of  Domestic  Use. — Statutes  have  intro- 
duced into  the  law  of  appropriation  in  some  States  a  preference 
to  domestic  uses  with  or  without  a  series  of  other  rating  of  uses ; 
whereas  the  common  law  is  abandoning  the  distinction  between 
classes  of  uses. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  1014.  Equality  vs.  Priority. — ^All  riparian  owners  are  equal 
in  use  at  common  law,  and  none  will  be  allowed  unreasonably  to 
impair  the  equal  possible  use  of  another.  Equality  and  unreason- 
ableness vary  with  the  surrounding  circumstances  of  extent  of 
lands,  seasons,  volume  of  water,  etc.  On  the  other  hand,  appro- 
priation gives  an  exclusive  right  measured  by  priority ;  it  hence  is 
a  system  of  inequality,  and  aims  at  certainty  and  to  prevent  varia- 
tion. 

The  law  of  appropriation  is  returning  to  the  common  law  in  so 
far  as  decisions  are  appearing,  holding  the  rights  of  appropria- 
tors to  be  correlative;  also' in  so  far  as  statutes  create  adminis- 
trative systems  under  which  officials  are  given  discretion  to  act 
for  the  general  correlative  good  of* all  users  on  a  stream;  also  in 
regard  to  pro-rating  statutes,  and  also  in  so  far  as,  by  the  prac- 
tice of  rotation,  appropriators  are  voluntarily  pooling  their  ex- 
clusive rights  for  the  common  good.  It  is  also  returning  to  the 
common-law  characteristic  of  varying  with  the  circumstances  in 
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80  far  as  beneficial  use,  upon  which  the  law  of  appropriation  rests, 
must,  of  necessity,  as  regards  irrigation,  vary  with  the  season, 
the  year,  the  change  of  crops,  the  mode  of  use,  and  the  number  of 
neighboring  irrigators.  Especially  is  priority  falling  in  regard  to 
pollution  of  streams,  where  the  Western  courts  are  strongly  tend- 
ing to  disregard  priority  as  a  justification. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  common  law  is  striving  to  be  more 
definite  and  to  accomplish  constancy  of  rights;  as,  for  example, 
in  substituting  the  watershed  as  a  limit  in  place  of  the  more  in- 
definite ''reasonable  use." 

The  law  of  riparian  rights  is  one  of  the  few  instances  where 
the  common  law,  usually  so  individualistic,  has  accepted  a  com- 
munal system,  and  it  is  significant  that  in  this  it  borrowed  from 
the  civil  law,  whose  spirit  is  generally  paternal.    The  law  of  ripa- 
rian rights,  being  for  and  from  older  and  settled  Communities, 
is  restrictive  upon  each  with  a  view  to  the  correlative  good  of 
all.    On  new  streams  in  the  unsettled  West,  which  require  big 
projects  before  anyone  can  go  there  at  all,  it  is  an  anomaly,  al- 
though it  contains  basic   principles  of  justice  for  small  streams 
when  growth  has  been  accomplished.     On  the  other  hand,  the  law 
of    appropriation    is   individualistic,  ** first    come  first    served," 
which  is  proper  enough  on  new  and  unsettled  streams,  but  equally 
an  anomaly  after  full  settlement,  for  streams  upon  which  a  whole 
community  has  grown  dependent. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  1016.  In  California. — ^The  attitude  of  the  California  court 
toward  appropriation  is  aptly  shown  by  contrasting  the  following 
passages.  The  first  dealt  with  streams  on  public  land  in  the  days 
of  ** Forty-nine."    The  court  then  said: 

**When  a  party  constructs  a  ditch,  and  diverts  the  waters  of  a 
stream  before  the  rights  of  others  have  attached  below,  he  only 
takes  it  from  one  unoccupied  mining  locality  to  another.  In  such 
case  there  can,  as  a  general  rule,  be  no  substantial  injury  done 
to  the  mining  interests  of  the  State,  or  to  the  rights  of  individuals. 
The  water  is  taken  to  a  locality  where  it  is  used ;  and  after  being 
so  used,  it  finds  its  way  to  other  mining  localities,  where  it  is 
again  used.  The  effect  of  the  diversion  is  not  to  diminish  the 
number  of  times  the  water  may  be  used.  In  the  majority  of  eases, 
it  is  used  as  often,  and  upon  the  whole,  as  profitably,  as  ii  it  had 
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never  been  diverted,  but  had  continued  to  flow  down  its  natural 
channels.  The  general  usefulness  of  the  element  is  not  impaired 
by  the  diversion.  It  may  be  very  safely  assumed  that  as  much 
good,  if  not  more,  is  accomplished  by  the  diversion  as  could  have 
been  attained  had. such  diversion  never  occurred.  In  fact,  we 
must,  in  reason,  presume  that  the  water  is  taken  to  richer  mining 
localities,  where  it  is  more  needed,  and,  therefore,  the  diversion 
of  the  stream  promotes  this  leading  interest  of  the  State.  It  was 
upon  the  principle,  that  the  leading  interest  of  the  superior  pro- 
prietor was  attained  by  these  diversions,  that  the  decisions  of  this 
court  sustaining  them  were  predicated."  ^ 

Contrast  with  this  Lux  v.  Haggin,^  refusing  to  reject  the  com- 
mon law  for  streams  on  private  land : 

''In  our  opinion,  it  does  not  require  a  prophetic  vision  to  antici- 
pate that  the  adoption  of  the  rule,  so  called,  of  'appropriation* 
would  result  in  time  in  a  monopoly  of  all  the  waters  of  the  State 
by  comparatively  few  individuals,  or  combinations  of  individuals 
controlling  aggregated  capital,  who  could  either  apply  the  water 
to  purposes  useful  to  themselves,  or  sell  it  to  those  from  whom 
they  had  taken  it  away,  as  well  as  to  others." 

Most  California  water  development  is  by  large  companies  hav- 
ing old  public-land  appropriations  and  rights  acquired  by  pur- 
chase and  prescription.  But  as  the  law  of  exclusive  rights  by 
priority  of  appropriation  is  confined  in  California  to  waters  upon 
public  lands  (the  riparian  system  governing  private  lands),  the 
common  law  of  riparian  rights  is  becoming  the  general  basis  of  the 
California  law,  and  the  law  of  prior  appropriation  is  diminishing 
in  importance  so  far  as  concerns  new  acquisitions.  The  riparian 
system  will  govern  the  small  streams,  while  grant,  condemnation 
and  prescription  will  found  the  larger  projects  of  the  future. 

1  Bear  Biver  etc.  Co.  T.  New  York  etc.  Co.,  8  CaL  327,  68  Am.  Dee.  ZZ6,  4 
Morr.  Min.  Bep.  526. 
8  69  CaL  255,  at  309,  10  Pae.  674. 

§§  1016^1024.    (Blank  numbers.) 
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I  1025.    The  eorpu9  of  mnniiig  water. 

§  1026.    The  law  of  riparian  rights. 

9  1027.    Grants  by  riparian  proprietors. 

f  1028.    The  administratlTe^  eondemnationaly  and  pnblie  land  qrstenu 

S  1029.    Bibliographj. 

§9  1030-1038.     (Blank  numbers.) 

There  are  presented  here  cumulative  quotations  from  the  civil- 
law  authorities.  These  were  omitted  from  the  foregoing  chapters 
of  the  book  in  order  to  avoid  encumbering  it,  being  matters  upon 
which  the  civil  law  has  already  been  referred  to.^  They  are  here 
given  for  the  sake  of  reference  only,  as  they  would  otherwise 
be  inaccessible  to  most  readers,  and  at  the  same  time  are  of  prac- 
tical use  in  regions  along  the  Mexican  border,  where  titles  are 
sometimes  deraigned  from  a  Mexican  source. 

(3d  ed.) 

§  1026.  The  Corpus  of  Bnnning  Water.^-Yaf^^Z  says:  ''There 
are  things  which  in  their  own  nature  cannot  be  possessed.  There 
are  others  of  which  nobody  claims  the  property,  and  which  remain 
common,  as  in  their  primitive  state  when  a  nation  takes  posses- 
sion of  a  country ;  the  Roman  lawyers  called  these  things  res  com- 
munes,  things  common ;  such  were,  with  them  the  air,  the  running 
water,  the  sea,  the  fish  and  wild  beasts. "  *  Puffendorff  says :  **  'Tis 
usual  to  attribute  an  exemption  from  property  to  the  light  and 
heat  of  the  sun,  to  the  air,  to  the  running  water,  and  the  like."* 
Grotius  classes  aqua  profluen^,  running  water,  with  things  com- 
mon, saying:  **At  idem  flumen,  qua  aqua  profluens  vocatur;  com- 
mune mansit,  nimirum  ut  bibi  hauririque  possit."*  Pardessus 
says:  **Mais  plusieurs  choses,  par  leur    nature,  ont  continue  de 

1  Supra,  e.   1,  and  sees.   614,  685,  proprietate    ezimunt    lumen,  caIorem> 
etc.  que  soluis,  aerem,  aquam  profluentem 

2  1  Law  of  Nations,  c.  20;  Chitty's  et  similia."     (Puffendorff,  lib.  4,  cap. 
Translation,  109,  sec.  234.  5,  sec.  2.     See,  also,  Id.,  lib.  3,  eap, 

3  Stephen's  Translation.     The  orig-  3,   sees.   3,  4.) 

inal  is,  ''Sam    ob    rationem    vulgo  a  ^  Grotius,  Bk.  cap.  2,  sec  12, 
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n'appartenir  pas  plus  aux  uns  qu'aux  autres.  L 'usage  actuel 
qu'on  en  fait  est  le  seul  titre  qu'on  ait  k  n'en  etre  pas  d^poss^d^; 
d^s  qu'il  a  cess6,  une  autre  personne  a  les  memes  droits,  et  si  ces 
choses  ne  sont  pas  devenues  un  objet  de  propri4t6  exclusive  par 
suite  de  cet  usage,  celui  qui  les  occupe  k  son  tour  n'est  pas  cens£ 
s'emparer  du  bien  d'autrui.  L'eau,  con6id6r6e  comme  substance 
ind6pendante  du  terrain  ou  elle  repose,  est  rest6e  dans  cette  com- 
munaut6  negative,  et  n'appartient  ^videmment  qu'i  celui  qui  s'en 
empare  le  premier.  Un  homme  qui  recevroit  la  pluie  dans  un  vase 
plac£  au-dessus  du  terrain  sur  lequel  cette  eau  auroit  du  tomber,  ne 
pourroit  etre  poursuivi  comme  voleur  par  le  propri4taire  de  ce 
terrain:  ce  dernier  ne  seroit  fond6  k  se  plaindre  que  de  ce  que 
r^tranger  auroit,  sans  droit,  plac£  un  vase  au-dessus  de  son  fonds. 
Ce  principe  ne  s 'applique  pas  moins  k  des  eaux  vives.''^ 

So  say  the  various  other  legal  writers.  *'Prom  the  very  nature 
of  such  things  results  t^e  necessary  consequence  that  they  can 
never  be  completely  the  object  of  private  ownership;  that  they 
can  form  the  object  of  such  a  right  only  so  far,  and  so  long,  as  it 
is  possible  for  man  to  retain  them  under  his  dominion  or  control. 
Except  as  to  the  portions  which  an  individual  may  thus  have 
brought  under  subjection,  they  must  be  regarded  as  common  to  all 
the  world — res  omnium  communes.  "•  **Ees  communes^  .  .  .  . 
things  the  property  of  no  one  in  particular  .  •  .  .  the  air,  running 
water,  the  sea  and  its  coasts,  and  wild  animals  in  a  state  of  free- 
dom. The  air  is  necessary  to  human  life,  and  everyone  may  use 
so  much  of  it  as  is  requisite,  but  it  is  not  capable  of  appropriation ; 
the  same  is  the  case  with  running  water.*^''  ''There  is  nothing 
of  a  fixed   nature  about   such   water,  nothing  of  the  immovable, 


s  PardesBus,  Traite  des  Servitudes, 
vol.  I,  p.  174. 

Segun  las  leyes  del  tit.  28,  Part.  5, 
se  dividen  las  cosas  con  respecto  &  su 
posesion  6  dominio: — 1**.  en  oomunes, 
que  son  las  que  no  siendo  privativa- 
mente  de  ninguno  en  cuanto  k  la  pro- 
piedad,  pertenecen  &  todos  los  hombres 
del  mundo  en  cuanto  al  uso;  eomo  el 
aire,  el  agua  de  la  lluvia  [rain  water], 
el  mar  y  sus  playas: — 2®.  en  publicas, 
que  son  las  que  en  cuanto  4  la  pro- 
priedad  pertenecen  &  un  pueblo  6 
nacion,  j  en  cuanto  al  uso  &  todos  los 
habitantes  de  su  distrito;  como  los 
rio»,  riberas,  puertos  j  caminos  pfib- 
licos";  Eschriche,  "Cosa." 


Guim's  supplement  to  Eschriche, 
Ordenanzas  de  Tierres  7  Aguas,  Cap. 
1,  De  la  propiedad  en  general,  says: 
"£1  aire  y  el  agua  no  pueden  ser 
some  tides  al  propiedad.'*  Cap.  2, 
§  8,  says :  "Entre  los  coinunes,  la  ley 
de  Partida  cuenta  el  aire,  las  aguas 
de  las  Uuvias  [rain  water],  el  mar  y 
su  ribera,  advirtiendo  quede  ellas 
puede  usar  cualquiera  criatura  que 
viva,  fuese  hombre,  ave  6  bestia." 

0  Goudsmit,  on  the  Pandects  and 
Boman  Law,  p.  113. 

7  Colquhoun,  Summary  of  Boman 
Lawi  sec.  923. 
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nothing  on  which  one  may,  properly  speaking,  rest  a  claim  of  prop- 
erty.   At  the  present  instant  it  is  at  one  point,  the  next  instant  at 

another,  and  a  new  portion  of  water  has  taken  its  place 

The  bed  of  the  stream  is  immovable  and  of  a  nature  to  become 
the  object  of  exclusive  property,  though  this  is  not  true  of  the 
water  which  covers  it"®    ** Things  common  to  all  are  those  which 
being  given  by  Providence  for  general  use  cannot  be  reduced  to 
the  nature  of  property.    Such  are  the  air,  running  water,  the  sea, 
and  the  shores  of  the  sea ;  but  if  a  man  by  prescription,  from  time 
immemorial,  had  the  use  of  running  water,  as  for  a  mill,  his  case 
was  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  but  he  must  not  waste  the 
water  unnecessarily ;  and  mills  and  other  structures  might  be  erected 
on  rivers  by  special  license.'' •    '*Res  omnium  communes.     Such 
things,    it   is    obvious   by    their   very    nature,    could    not    stand 
in  private  ownership.    Every  person  might  use  and  enjoy  them, 
but  no  one  could  possess  them.     These  things  are  the  air,  run- 
ning water,  etc.    When  the  Romans  speak  of  the  air  as  a  res 
omnium  communis,  they  do  not  mean  to  include  the  space  above 
the  earth,  but  only  the  atmosphere.     The  man  who  owns  the  soil 
owns  the  space  above  it,  and  this  space  is  a  thing  in  commercio 
[capable  of  barter  or  sale] ;  but  the  atmosphere  is  a  res  extra  com- 

mercium  [a  thing  not  capable  of  barter  or  sale] The  same 

remarks  apply  to  running  water.  The  space  in  which  the  brook 
or  streamlet  flows,  as  it  hastens  to  feed  the  larger  streams,  is  in 
private  ownership,  but  the  water  is  not."*® 

The  entire  classification  in  the  Institutes  is  as  follows: 
**In  the  preceding  book  we  commented  upon  the  law  of  per- 
sons and  saw  the  way  in  which  things  are  either  the  property 
of  someone  or  of  no  one.    For  certain  things  by  natural  law  are 


8  "Cette  eau  n'a  rien  de  fixe,  rien 
d^mmuable,  rien  sur  quoi  puisse,  a 
proprement  parler,  reposer  un  droit 
de  propri6t6.  Dans  Tinstaiit  present 
elle  est  sur  un  point;  Tinstant  d'apres 
elle  en  occupera  un  autre,  dans  lequel 
une  nouvelle  portion  d'eau  lui  sue- 
c^dera:  &  mesure  qu'elle  coule  sur 
des  fends  elle  en  devient  I'accessoire. 
Le  lit  seul  est  immuable:  celui  qui 
vient  y  puiser  aujourd'hui  pourra 
puiser  encore  demain  au  meme  point, 
quoique  ce  ne  soit  pas  la  meme  eau 
qui  s'offre  a  lui.  Si  ce  terrain  etoit 
de8s6ch6  par  quelque  6v6nement  que 
ce  fut.  il  seroit  susceptible  de  recevoir 


la  culture  et  les  travauz  des  hommes. 
On  voit  comment  les  11  ts  de  eoors 
d'eau  sont  de  nature  &  devenir  des 
objets  de  propri6t6  exclusiye,  quoi- 
qu'il  n'en  soit  pas  de  mdme  de  Teau 
qui  les  couvre."  Pardessus,  Traits 
de  Servitudes,  vol.  I,  pp.  175,  176. 
In  the  same  writer's  work,  page  174, 
the  theory  of  the  "negative  commun- 
ity" is  set  forth  in  words  similar  to 
those  above  quoted  from  Pothier. 
{Supra f  sec.  2.) 

©  Browne's  Civil  Law,  vol.  1,  p.  170. 

10  Tomkins  &  Leman  on  the  Insti- 
tutes of  Gains,  p.  209. 
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common,  certain  are  pablic,  certain  belong  to  organizations,  certain 
are  nobody's ;  others  are  property  of  individuals,  which  are  acquired 
in  various  ways  and  means  according  to  the  subject  matter.  1.  And 
by  natural  law  all  these  things  are  common  to  all:  Air,  and  running 
water,  and  the  sea,  and  as  a  consequence  the  shores  of  the  sea. 
Consequently  no  one  may  be  prohibited  from  going  to  the  shore 
of  the  sea,  so  long  as  he  keeps  away  from  houses  or  monuments, 
or  other  edifices  [etc.].  2.  Moreover,  all  rivers  and  harbors  are 
public  [etc.].  3.  Things  belonging  to  organizations  are  those  which 
belong  to  no  individual  but  to  cities,  such  as  theaters,  stadia  and  the 
like  [etc.].  4.  The  things  that  are  nobody's  are  the  things  sacred 
and  religious  and  of  the  church ;  for  what  belongs  to  the  divine  power 
is  the  property  of  no  one.    The  things  sacred  are  [etc.]."  " 

In  Digest,  Book  I,  title  8,  it  is  said:  ''Certain  things  by  natural 
law  are  common,  certain  belong  to  organizations,  certain  nobody's 
and  others  the  property  of  individuals  acquired  in  various  ways. 
And  the  things  which  by  natural  law  are  common  are  these :  the  air, 
running  water  and  the  sea,  and  as  a  consequence  the  shores  of  the 
sea.  Likewise,  stones,  gems  and  the  like  which  we  find  on  the 
shore,  by  natural  law  immediately  become  ours.  But  rivers  almost 
all  and  harbors  are  public.  Things  sacred  and  religious  and  of 
the  church  belong  to  nobody."^ 

(dd  ed.) 

§  1026.    The  Law  of  Biparian  Bights.— The  law  of  riparian 

rights,  which  is  the  same  at  civil  law  as  at  common  law,^  did  not 


11  Inst.  Just.  Liber  SecunduB.  De 
Berum  Divisione.  "Superiore  libro 
de  jure  personarum  exposuimus :  modo 
videamus  de  rebus  quae  vel  in  nostro 
patrimonio  vel  extra  nostrum  patri- 
monium  habentur.  Quaedam  enim 
naturali  jure  communia  sunt  omnium, 
quaedam  publica,  quaedam  universi- 
titis,  quaedam  nullius,  pleraque  singu- 
lorum  quae  variis  ex  causis  cuique 
adquiruntur,  sicut  ex  subiectis  ap- 
parebit.  1.  Et  quidem  naturali  jure 
communia  Funt  omnium  haec:  aer  et 
aqua  profluens  et  mare  et  per  hoc 
litora  maris.  Nemo  igitur  ad  litus 
maris  accedere  prohibetur,  dum  tamen 
villis  et  monument  is  et  aedificiis  ab- 
stineat,  quia  non  sunt  iuris  gentium, 
sicut  et  mare.  2.  Flumina  autem 
omnia  et  portus  publica  sunt  [etc.]. 
....  3.  Universitatis  sunt,  non  sin- 
gulorum  veluti    quae    in    civitatibus 


sunt,  Qt  theatra,  stadia  et  similia  et 
si  qua  alia  sunt  communia  civitatium. 
4.  Nullius  autem  sunt  res  sacrae  et 
religiosae  et  sanctae;  quod  enim 
divine  iuris  est,  id  nullius  in  bonis 
est.     Sacra  sunt  quae,"  [etc.]. 

12  "Quaedam  naturali  jure  communia 
sunt  omnium,  quaedam  universitatis, 
quaedam  nullius,  pleraque  singulorum, 
quae  variis  ex  causis  cuique  adquirun* 
tur.  Et  quidem  naturali  jure  omnium 
communia  sunt  ella:  aer,  ctqua  proftii- 
ens,  et  mare,  et  per  hoe  littora  maris. 
Item  lapilli,  gemmae,  ceteraque,  quae 
in  littor  invenimus,  j«re  naturali  nostra 

statim  flunt Sed  flunUna  pere 

omnia,  et  portus  publica  sunt 

Sacrae  res  et  religiosae  et  sanctae  in 
nullius  bonis  sunt."  Digest,  lib.  I, 
title  VIII,  Marcianus  and  Florentinus. 

IS  Supra,  see.  685. 


958  (3ded.)    Pt.IV.    THE  COMMON  LAW  OF  RIPARIAN  RIGHTS-     51026 


become  well  established  in  the  civil  law  until  the  Code  Napoleon 
(section  644)  established  it  in  France  and  in  the  countries  upon 
which  Napoleon  forced  his  jurisdiction.  One  authority  sa3;^  the 
riparian  proprietors  have  the  sole  use  of  non-navigable  streams 
under  the  Code ;  that  before  the  Code  it  remained  for  some  time  in 
some  state  of  uncertainty,  but  the  enactment  of  the  Code  Napoleon 
left  no  room  for  further  doubt.^*  Chancellor  Kent  also  says  that 
the  French  law  did  not  become  settled  until  the  Code  Napoleon.^*^ 

It  thus  appears  that  the  law  of  riparian  rights  at  both   civil 
and  common  law  is  essentially  modern;  in  the  civil  law  by   the 
Code  Napoleon  (section  644)  in  1804 ;  in  the  common  law  by  Mason 
V.  Hill  in  1833.    In  the  earlier  stages  of  the  civil  law  there  was, 
indeed,    much   pointing  to  the   same    rules.     For  example,  "The 
Praetor  says:  *I  forbid  anyone  to  put  any  structure  upon  a  river 
or  on  its  banks,  or  to  do  anything  that  would  deteriorate  the  navi- 
gation or  the  water-way.'^  ^^    "Prohibitory  interdicts  forbade  any- 
thing being  done  tending  to  impede  the  navigation  of  public  rivers, 
or  changing  the  course  of  running  water. ^^^"^    **Nor  was  any  ob- 
struction or  diversion  of  a  river   allowed."^    Nevertheless,    the 
confusion  we  have  heretofore  traced  in  the  common  law,   as  to 
the  distinction  between  the  corpus  of  water  and  the  usufruct,  ap- 
pears also  in  the  earlier  civil  law;  and    even  some  expressions, 
comparatively  modem,  resemble  the  law  of  prior   appropriation. 
Thus  Eschriche  (Rio)  says  all  men  may  use  streams  whether  own- 
ing land  on  the  banks  or  not   (though  in  other  passages,   else- 
where herein  quoted,  he  denies  this,  and  confines  the  use  to  riparian 
proprietors). i» 


14  "Nous  devons  reconnoitre  que  le 
systdme  6toit  alors  de  consid^rer  les 
cours  d'eaux  non  navigables  comma 
propri^t^s  publiques  dont  les  riverains 
avoient  seulement  I'usage;  et  cette 
id6e  d6minoit  encore  lorsqu'un  projet 
de  code  civil,  ^baucM  en  1793  et  1794, 
fut  propose  en  Tan  IV.  Quand  il 
seroit  vrai  que  ces  essais,  non  suivis 
d'ex^cution,  eussent  laiss6  pendant 
quelque  temps  une  sorte  d'incertitude 
Bur  le  droit  de  propria t6  des  cours 
d'eaux  non  navigables,  ni  fiottables,  et 
sur  les  conditions  de  cette  propri6t6,  le 
rapprochement  des  articles  538  et  644 
du  code  ne  paroit  plus  permettre  de 
doutes."  Pardessus,  Traite  de  Servi- 
tudes, vol.  I,  p.  179. 


IB  3  Com.,  p.  439,  note  e,  and  p. 
441,  note  c. 

16  Justinian  D.,  lib.  43,  tit.  12,  sec  1. 

17  Mears  on  Ortolan's  Commentaries, 
p.  398. 

18  Browne's  Civil  Law,  vol.  1,  p.  171, 
citing  Digest,  lib.  43. 

10  "Los  rios  pertenencen  a  todos  Ids 
hombres  comunalmente,  de  modo  que 
aun  los  que  son  de  otra  tierra  estrana 
pueden  usar  de  ellos  como  los  naturaks 
7  moradores  del  territorio  que  banan.*' 
Eschriche,  "Rio."  In  the  Piedmont 
(Sardinian)  Code,  "Article  667. 
Among  the  different  users,  those  indi- 
viduals whose  titles  or  rights  of  pos- 
session are  most  recent,  shall  first  bear 
the   effects  of  the   deficiency  of  the 
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As  shown,  in  the  text,^  the  basis  of  the  modern  civil  law  is  the 
law  of  riparian  rights,  as  at  conunon  law.  Further  authorities  to 
this  effect  may  be  here  added.  In  framing  the  Italian  code  in 
1865,  the  following  was  laid  down:  "Article  543.  Whoever  has 
an  estate  bordering  on  a  stream  which  flows  naturally  and  without 
artificial  help,  excepting  such  as  are  declared  public  property  by 
article  427,  or  over  which  others  have  a  right,  may  make  use  of  it 
for  the  irrigation  of  his  lands,  or  for  the  exercise  of  his  industries, 
on  condition,  however,  that  he  restores  the  drainage  and  residue 
of  it  to  the  ordinary  channel.  Whoever  has  an  estate  crossed  by 
such  a  stream  may  also  use  it  in  the  interval  of  its  transit,  but 
with  the  obligation  of  restoring  the  drainage  and  residue  of  it  to  its 
natural  course  when  it  leaves  his  lands."  Similar  provisions  ap- 
pear in  the  Code  of  Sardinia  (1837),  articles  558  and  559.  These 
are  based  upon  the  Code  Napoleon,  of  Prance  (section  644). 

The  French  law  is  stated  as  follows  by  Pardessus  (in  addition 
to  passages  already  quoted) ;  "Le  droit  d 'irrigation  que  la  loi 
reconnoit  k  Tun  et  k  Tautre,  peut,  sans  doute,  aller  jusqu'au  point 
que  chacun  d'eux  fasse  entrer  I'eau,  par  des  saign6es,  sur  sa 
propriety,  en  observant  de  n'en  pas  diminuer  le  volume  au  point 
de  priver  son  voisin  de  la  meme  faculty ;  nous  croyons  meme  qu'il 
auroit  la  faculty  d'appuyer  momentanement  pour  cet  usage,  sur 
la  rive  oppos^e,  des  bois  ou  d'autres  mati^res  servant  k  retenir  les 
eaux,  afin  qu'elles  puissent  s 'Clever  k  la  hauteur  nScessaire  pour 
arroser  son  heritage;  car  dans  un  grand  nombre  de  circonstances, 
le  droit  d 'irrigation  ne  pent  s'execer  autrement.  Mais  s'en  servir 
ainsi,  ce  n'est  pas  avoir  droit  d'en  changer  le  lit,  ou  d'en  arreter 
r^coulement  d'une  mani^re  nuisible  au  voisin;  en  un  mot,  ViLsage 
des  eaiix  doit  etre  egal  en  faveur  des  deux.  Au  contraire,  le 
propri6taire  de  la  totalite  du  terrain  que  traverse  le  cours  d'eau, 
n'est  point  retenu  par  la  consideration  de  la  copropri6te  de  son 
voisin;  la  loi  lui  accorde  un  usage  qui  pent  aller,  lorsque  les 
r^glemens  locaux  ne  s'y  opposent  pas,  jusqu'ii  detourner  I'eau  vers 

* 

supply."  The  following  expression  hj  another,  although  it  may  be  found 
may  seem  based  upon  the  law  of  prior  situated  higher  upon  the  course  of  the 
appropriation,  but  is  really  based  only  water;  and  that  no  casual  employ- 
on  prescription,  establishing  simply  a  ment  can  interrupt  or  attack  rights 
very  short  period  of  limitation.  "It  is  previously  acquired  over  the  same 
understood  that  those  lower  and  bor-  waters  in  a  lower  district."  (Articles 
derinff  properties  which  shall  have  7  and  10.  General  Water  Law  of 
anticipated  the  utilization  by  a  year  Spain  of  1879.) 
and  a  day,  cannot  be  deprived  of  it  20  Supra,  sec.  685. 
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tel  ou  tel  point:  nne  seole  obligation  lui  est  impos6e,  celle  de 
ritablir  le  cours  naturel  au  point  oH  finit  $a  propriete,  sans  pouvoir 
si  ce  n'est  du  consentement  des  int^ressSs,  ou  en  vertu  d'nn  regle- 
ment  administratif  que  les  tribunaux  doivent  respecter,  faire  couler 
I'eau  sur  un  autre  fonds,  k  qui  la  disposition  naturelle  des  lieux  ne 
I'attribueroit  pas  imm6diatement,  meme  quand  ce  fonds  lui  ap- 
partiendroit.  La  condition  de  cet  usage  est  que  I'eau,  dans  son 
cours  naturel,  touche  la  propri6t6  de  celui  qui  veut  en  profiter."  ^ 
''Du  reste,  la  faculty  d'user  des  eaux  ne  doit  pas  d6g6nerer  en  une 
occupation  tellement  exclusive  que  les  inf^rieurs  en  soient  priv^ 
L'eau  est  pour  tous  un  don  de  la  nature,  que  chacun  de  ceux  a  qui 
elle  pent  etre  utile,  a  droit  de  r6clamer."^ 

The  Court  of  Cassation  (supreme  court  of  Prance),  in  1844, 
August  21st,  rendered  a  decision  on  this  point  as  follows:  "Running 
water  is  regarded  by  the  law  as  a  common  property.  Riparian 
proprietors  on  a  watercourse  naturally  have  equal  rights  to  the  use 
of  the  water,  although  they  cannot  exercise  this  right  simultan- 
eously. If  on  account  of  the  advantage  of  its  topographical  posi- 
tion the  proprietor  of  higher  land  on  a  stream  exercises  his  right 
before  the  proprietors  of  lower  lands,  he  is  not  the  less  obliged 
by  this  position  after  having  used  the  waters,  in  the  interest  of 
agriculture  and  industry,  to  return  them  to  their  usual  bed,  in 
order  that  the  proprietors  of  lower  lands  may  use  them  in  their 
turn.  When  the  proprietor  of  the  higher  land  possesses  at  the 
same  time  both  banks  of  the  stream  his  right  is  more  extended; 
he  can  then  turn  the  watercourse  from  its  bed  within  the  extent 
of  his  domain,  and  take  the  waters  for  use  where  he  wills  on  his 
estate,  being  obliged  to  return  them  to  their  ordinary  course  where 
it  leaves  his  property.  This  proprietor  will  not  have  to  return  the 
same  quantity  of  water  which  he  has  received,  or  any  certain  quan- 
tity of  water  determined,  but  he  must  economize  and  use  water  in 
a  just  measure  so  that  the  proprietors  of  lower  lands  may  exercise 
their  rights  also.''^  Again,  in  a  decision  rendered  in  1847,  the 
same  court  decided  that  an- upper  proprietor,  no  matter  how  ex- 
tended his  estates  on  both  banks  of  a  stream,  had  not  the  right  to 
absorb  all  the  water  on  his  lands,  to  the  detriment  of  a  lower 
proprietor,  and  that  the  lower  proprietor  had  a  right  to  a  regulation 

21  Pardessus,  Traite  de  Servitudes,  22  ihid.,  p.  ^63. 

voL  I,  p.  260.  23  Decision— August  21,  1844. 
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whereby  he  would  be  assured  a  part  of  the  supply,  in  accordance 
with  his  needs  and  rights  as  adjudged  by  experts.^ 

The  law  of  riparian  rights  is  a  controlling  factor  to-day  in  the 
development  of  water-power  in  Prance."* 

The  SpaniA  law  is  given  by  Eschriche  as  follows:^  ''If  run- 
ning water  passes  between  the  properties  of  different  owners^  each 
one  of  the  latter  can  use  it  for  the  irrigation  of  his  property,  or 
for  any  other  object;  not  entirely,  however,  but  only  in  the  part 
that  belongs  to  him,  because  all  have  equal  rights,  and  consequently, 
they  can  prevent  each  other  from  taking  more  than  their  respective 
shares.  When  the  water  passes  within  a  property,  the  owner  can 
use  it  arbitrarily,  for,  since  the  both  banks  are  his,  he  has  not  to 
subject  himself  to  the  interests  of  an  opposite  riparian  owner ;  but  at 
the  outlet  of  his  estate,  he  must  return  it  to  its  natural  or  ordinary 
channel,  without  having  power  to  absorb  it,  or  entirely  consume  it, 
nor  give  it  another  direction,  because  it  does  not  belong  to  him  as  a 
property,  but  only  to  the  extent  of  the  use  which  he  can  make  of  it 
in  its  passage.  Since,  then,  every  riparian  proprietor  can  use  the 
water  which  passes  by  the  edge  of  his  property  to  irrigate  it,  it  is 
clear  that  he  can  open  drains,  irrigating  canals  and  ditches,  and 
even  construct  a  dam  or  other  structure  to  take  and  carry  it  to 
his  property,  provided  he  does  not  make  it  overflow  the  higher 
lands  against  the  will  of  their  owners  or  inundate  the  lower  lands 
in  a  way  that  may  cause  injuries,  nor  hold  it  in  such  a  way  that  the 
neighbors  are  deprived  of  their  accustomed  irrigation.  None  of  the 
riparian  proprietors  can  construct  works  on  the  property  of  another 
without  his  consent,  nor  even  raise  on  it  a  weir  or  dam  to  cause 
the  waters  to  enter  more  abundantly  on  his  property ;  since  all  have 
the  same  rights,  the  woiks  ought  not  to  be  made,  except  in  such 
a  way  that  the  water  will  be  divided  with  equality.  But  this  prin- 
ciple of  equality  in  the  division  of  the  waters  is  subordinate  to  the 
interest  of  agriculture,  which  will  regularly  demand  that  the  greater 
quantity  be  devoted  to  the  estates  of  greatest  extent,  as  the  Roman 
law  required.  Nevertheless,  as  the  largest  estate  does  not  always 
need  the  greatest  amount  of  water,  the  maxim  of  the  Romans  ought 
not  to  be  applied  except  under  certain  restrictions.    As  the  higher 

M  Decision — July  8,  1847.    Bee  Les  United  States  Geological  Soryej,  upon 

AnruUe*  des  Fonts  et  Chau8$Ses,  Laws  foreign  laws  relative  to  water  power 

and  Decre^  1847.  projects. 

2S  See   water  Snpplj  Paper,   238,  i  Esehriche,  "Agwu,"  translated. 
Water  Rishtt— 61 
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proprietors  cannot  absolutely  deprive  the  lower  ones  of  the  use  of 
the  water,  but  must  restore  it  to  its  natural  channel  after  having- 
made  use  of  it,  except  the  inevitable  loss  caused  by  the  irrigation ; 
in  the  same  manner,  in  an  inverse  sense,  the  owners  of  mills,  water- 
wheels,  fulling-mills,  factories,  and  other  industrial  establishments, 
have  no  such  right  to  all  the  water  necessary  for  the  movement  of 
their  machines  that  they  can  deprive  totally  of  it  the  proprietors 
of  the  higher  properties.  Nevertheless,  when  it  is  a  question  of 
mills  in  a  country  where  there  are  few,  and,  on  account  of  a  drouirht 
they  need  all  the  water,  there  ought  to  be  suspended  on  their  ac- 
count, for  the  common  good,  the  irrigation  of  the  meadows  and  the 
other  properties  as  long  as  the  state  of  drought  lasts." 


(3d  ed.) 

§  1027.  Grants  by  Biparian  Owners.— Although  there  are  some 
expressions  to  the  contrary,^  nevertheless,  as  a  general  statem<^nt, 
the  civil-law  rule  is  the  same  as  the  common-law  rule;  grants  are 
invalid  as  to  noncontracting  riparian  owners.* 


s  Piedmont  (Sardinian  Code). 
"Article  560.  Every  proprietor  or 
possessor  of  water  may  make  such  use 
of  the  same  for  himself  as  may  seem 
to  him  good,  or  he  may  dispose  of  it 
in  favor  of  other  parties,  provided  al- 
ways that  no  title  or  prescription 
exists  to  the  contrary."  Hall,  Irr. 
bev.,  Part  I,  p.  261.  "En  vain  a-t-on 
voulu  soutenir  que  Tusage  des  eaux 
dont  on  jouit  en  vertu  de  I'art  644 
[Code  Napoleon]  n*est  pas  susceptible 
d'etre  c^de,  parce  qu'il  constitue  an 
advantage  inherent  aux  fonds  river- 
ains, et  ne  pent  6tre  86par6  pour  6tre 
applique  a  d'autres  fonds.  Cette  ob- 
jection" (qui  sous  I'empire  m6me  du 
code  Napoleon  n'avait  qu'une  valeur 
trfts  contestable,  puidque  le  droit 
d'usag©  dont  il  s'git  ne  constitue  pas 
une  veritable  servitude  dans  le  sens  de 
I'art  637),  s'est  trouv6e  complStement 
6carte6  par  la  loi  du  29  Avril,  1845." 
(The  law  of  1845,  however,  is  based 
wholly  upon  the  power  of  eminent 
domain.  See  supra,  sec.  614.)  "La 
convention  par  laquelle  Tun  des  river- 
ains renonce,  au  profit  d'un  autre,  k 
tout  ou  partie  des  droits  d'usage  qui 
lui  competent  d'apr^s  Tart  644,  est 
opposable  k  tons  les  riverains,  pour 
autant  qu*elle  ne  restreint  pas  leur 
propres    droits."     Droit   Civile    Fran- 


cais,  by  Aubrey  St  Ban,  4th  ed.,  yoL 
III,  p.  15,  note  7,  and  p.  52. 

8  "From  my  water-right,  so  L<abeo 
saya,  I  may  accommodate  my  neigh- 
bors with  water.  On  the  other  hand, 
Proculus  holds  that  the  water  may  not 
be  used  for  any  part  of  the  estate 
other  than  that  for  which  the  right 
was  acquired.  The  opinion  of  Pro- 
culus is  the  truer  one."  Digest  of 
Justinian,  as  translated  in  Ware's 
Bom.  W.  Law,  see.  257.  In  the 
French  law,  a  riparian  proprietor  can- 
not sell  to  others  the  water  he  does 
not  use  on  his  own  land.  Daviel,  II, 
588;  Demante^  Cours,  II,  495,  lis.  IV; 
Demolombe,  XI,  155,  C.  pr.  Eeq.  11 
Avril,  1837,  Sir,  37,  1,  493;  oontra, 
however,  Droit  Civ.  Fran.,  by  Aubrey 
&  Ban,  4th  ed.,  vol.  Ill,  p.  51.  In 
the  Spanish  and  Mexican  law:  "A 
riparian  owner  cannot,  without  the 
consent  of  the  other  riparian  owners 
interested,  concede  to  a  third  party, 
to  the  injury  of  the  former,  the  power 
to  take  water  in  the  same  current  or 
on  his  estate;  nor  use,  himself,  the 
water  to  irrigate  other  lands  which  be- 
long to  him,  but  which  are  not  situated 
on  the  same  bank;  although  this 
might  be  acquired  by  prescription." 
Hall's  Mexican  Law,  sec.  1399,  which 
is  a  translation  of  Eschriche  "Aguas,** 


11027 


Ch.  41.    EUBOPEAN  BIPARIAN  SYSTEM.       (3d  ed.)  963 


In  the  matter  of  grants  by  riparian  owners  to  nonriparian 
owners  upon  division  of  a  riparian  estate,  it  is  laid  down  by  the 
French  authorities  that  such  grants  are  binding  only  between  the 
parties  thereto.*  Where  a  riparian  estate  is  divided,  the  sub* 
divisions  not  touching  the  stream  cease  to  have  riparian  rights 
against  riparian  owners  of  other  estates  than  that  which  had  been 
divided.  **The  nonriparian  portions  of  an  estate  which,  before  the 
division,  had  a  right  of  use  in  the  water,  are  no  longer  in  the  situa- 
tion demanded  by  article  644.**  One  m^  reply,  it  is  true,  that  the 
partition  cannot  take  from  these  portions  a  right  which  they  had 
before  the  partition  was  executed,  and  invoke  the  principle  many 
times  recalled,  that  it  makes  little  difference  to  third  persons 
whether  the  estate  to  which  the  use  of  the  water  attaches,  belongs 
to  a  single  owner  or  to  many,  whether  it  rests  in  an  individual 
or  has  been  divided  up,  since  their  own  situation  has  not  been 
made  worse.  But  this  principle  does  not  seem  to  us  applicable 
except  to  servitudes,  properly  speaking.  The  use  of  water,  in  the 
case  now  under  consideration,  has  no  place  or  character  as  a  servi- 
tude ;  it  is  the  result  of  the  fact  that  the  water,  in  flowing  over  an 
estate,  becomes,  as  it  does  so,  an  incident  to  the  estate  it  flows  over ; 
an  incident  of  which  the  proprietor  of  this  estate  may  avail  him- 
self according  to  the  terms  laid  down  by  the  law ;  whereas  the  non- 
riparian parts  have  ceased  to  be  a  part  of  a  whole  with  the  parts 
by  which  the  water  flows;  they  hence  have  not  now  the  rights  of 
taking  the  water  for  irrigation."  ® 

Eschriche  lays  down  the  Spanish  law  ambiguously  (but  ap- 
parently referring  only  to  rights  inter  partes) :  that  the  subdivi- 
sion of  a  riparian  tract  may  carry  with  each  portion  a  water-right, 
without  express  agreement  to  that  effect.  The  passage,  however, 
seems  clearly  to  have  in  view  only  the  various  claimants  of  the 
partitioned  tract  among  themselves,  and  not  as  against  riparian 


see.  4.  "If  a  proprietor  does  not  make 
use  of  his  shares,  the  water  not  utilized 
remains  with  the  common  store  for  the 
common  use  of  other  proprietors. 
This  idea  is  so  rooted  in  the  spirit  of 
the  populace  that  the  administrators 
of  the  water  assured  us  they  had  never 
been  troubled  with  such  a  question." 
(Aymard,  Spanish  Irr.,  pp.  36,  37.) 

4  David,  II,  590;  HI,  770:  Proud- 
hon,  IV,  1259;  Demolombe,  XI,  153, 
154;  Pardessus,  I,  106;  Bertin,  Code 


des  Irrigations,  No.  78.  These  authori- 
ties are  cited  in  Droit  Civile  Francais, 
by  Aubrey  &  Kau,  4th  ed.,  vol.  Ill, 
p.  48,  n.  11,  who  take  issue  with  them, 
acknowledging,  however,  that  the  au- 
thorities are  as  stated,  and  that  the 
last-named  book  stands  alone  to  the 
contrary. 

5  Of  the  Code  Napoleon,  quoted 
9upra,  sec.  685. 

0  Pardessus,  Traite  de  Servitudes, 
ToL  I,  p.  265. 


064  (3d6d.)    PtlV.    THE  COMMON  LAW  OP  EIPABIAN  EIGHTS.    «  1027 

owners  of  tracts  wholly  unconnected  with  the  partitioned  one.     He 
says: "^  **A  riparian  proprietor  can  transfer  the  right  of  taking  the 
water  by  renunciation,  cession,  sale,  or  other  means  in  favor  of 
the  proprietor  on  the  other  side,  or  of  him  lower  down,  and  if, 
having  two  properties,  he  gets  rid  of  one,  he  can  reserve  the  ex- 
clusive right  of  using  the  water  for  that   which  he  preserves,  or 
conceding  it  for  that  which  he  transfers.    The  riparian  proprietor 
cannot,  without  the  consent  of  the  other  riparian  owners  interested, 
concede  to  a  third  party,  to  their  injury,  the  power  of  taking  water 
from  the  same  stream  or  on  to  his  estate,  nor  himself  use  the  water 
to  irrigate  another  property  which  belongs  to  him,  but  which  is  not 
situated  on  the  bank,  although  his  right  can  be  acquired  by  pre- 
scription.   When  a  property  on  a  river  bank  is  divided  amongst 
several  j.oint  or  common  owners,  in  a  manner  that  the  portions 
which  are  assigned  or  sold  to  any  of  them,  and  which  now  form 
other  small  properties  not  bounding  on  the  stream,  they  preserve, 
nevertheless,  one  with  another,  their  right  to  the  water  in  the  same 
proportion  that  they  had  before  the  division,  even  when  nothing 
should  have  been-  stipulated  on  this  subject."® 

Regarding  the  extension  of  a  riparian  estate  by  purchase  of  con- 
tiguous land,  Eschriche  says:®  "The  proprietor  who  augments  the 
extension  of  his  riparian  property  by  the  acquisition  of  lands  con- 
tiguous, which  increases  it,  cannot  take  more  water  than  formerly 
for  his  irrigation,  to  the  detriment  of  the  other  interested  parties ; 
since,  if  he  had  that  power  he  could  in  time  render  illusory  the 
rights  of  the  other  riparian  proprietors."*^  That  is,  water  can- 
not be  used  thereon  **in  detriment  of  the  other  riparian  owners"; 
but  apparently  water  can  be  used  thereon  if,  upon  the  facts,  it 
would  not  be  unreasonable  toward  other  proprietors.  That  the  use 
of  water  on  the  augmented  land  is  not  per  se  wrongful  is  recog- 
nized in  this  passage  by  the  qualification  of  the  words,  '^to  the 
detriment  of  others  by  using  more  water."  That  it  is  not  wrong- 
ful to  use  the  same  am^ount  of  water  partly  on  the  new  land,  or 
even  more  if  not  unreasonable  to  other  riparian  owners  is  infer- 

7  Eschriche,  "Aguas."  le  agrega,  no  puede  tomar  mas  agua 

8  The  translation  is  from  HalPs  que  antes  para  su  riego  en  detrimento 
Irrigation  Development.  de  los  demas  interesados;  pues  si  tu- 

0  Eschriche,  "AguaS."  viese  tel  facultad,  podria  con  el  tlempo 

10  *'E1   propiotario  que  aumenta  la  hacer    ilusorios    los    derechos    de    los 

estension  de  su  heredad  riberiega  con  demas  propietarios  riberenos." 

la  adquisicion  de  tierras  contiguas  que 
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entially  bere   recos^ized ;  and  is   emphatically   so  stated  by  the 
French  authorities  elsewhere  quoted.^^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  1028.— The  Administratiys,  Oondemnational  and  Public  Land 
System.*— But  while  the  law  of  riparian  rights  is  the  general  civil 
law  to-day,  yet  there  is  a  fundamental  matter  in  which  the  practical 
results  of  the  civil  law  differ  from  the  practical  results  of  the  com- 
mon law.  This  lies  in  the  great  paternal  power  which  civil-law 
governments  possess  over  the  riparian  proprietors  themselves,  as 
opposed  to  the  opposite  attitude  of  the  common  law  which 
arose  in  protest  against  the  "too  much  government''  of  the  con- 
tinent. By  virtue  of  the  great  power  European  governments  have 
over  individuals,  wholly  or  nearly  unfettered  by  constitutional  limi- 
tations, public  regulation  and  control  have  become  the  salient  fea- 
ture of  the  continental  law  of  waters  to-day.  Thus,  in  France, 
while  the  Code  Napoleon  (section  644)  is  paramount,*^  yet  the 
larger  part  of  the  detail  of  French  law  of  irrigation  to-day  lies 
in  the  subordinate  statutes  of  1845  and  1847  of  which  we  have 
treated  elsewhere,^  whereby,  under  a  free  exercise  of  the  power  of 
eminent  domain,  rights  may  be  obtained  by  nonriparian  owners 
upon  due  compensation  to  the  riparian  owners,  and  a  riparian 
owner  may  himself  acquire  greater  rights  against  his  neighbors 
than  under  the  code."  These  statutes,  however,  are  based  on  the 
free  exercise  of  the  power  of  eminent  domain,  requiring  full  com- 
pensation to  the  riparian  owners,  for  aside  from  that  the  French 
government  has  no  right  to  grant  concessions  in  watercourses  except 


11  Supra,  sees.  441,  442. 

12  Droit  Civile  Francais,  par  Au- 
brey &  Rau,  4th  ed.,  toL  In,  p.  22. 

13  Supra,  sec.  614. 

M  An  interesting  paper  of  the 
United  States  Geological  Survey 
(Water  Supply  Paper,  238),  recently 
issued,  deals  with  the  development  of 
water-power  in  France,  containing  con- 
tributions from  French  engineers. 
There,  as  in  Western  America,  the 
engineers  are  leading  a  movement  in 
derogation  of  riparian  rights;  and  the 
paper,  while  ostensibly  an  exposition 
of  French  law,  is  in  reality  a  polemic 
against  the  riparian  system.  The 
Trench  contributors  set  forth  the  pre- 
vailing riparian  system  confirmed  by 
the  Code  Napoleon,  and  mention  the 


legislative  attacks  that  have  been 
made  upon  it;  concluding  that  such 
attacks  have  been  and  are  likely  to 
remain  unavailing,  and  that  power 
legislation  must  proceed  along  the 
lines  of  condemnation  under  the  power 
of  eminent  domain,  with  compensation 
to  riparian  owners.  Such  proposals,  u 
is  declared,  have  taken  the  lines  of 
extending  to  power  uses  the  irrigation 
condemnational  laws  of  1845  and  1847 
above  mentioned,  declaring  power  crea- 
tion and  distribution  a  public  use  and 
fiving  power  companies  the  right  to 
ivert,  back  up,  or  store  water,  upon 
due  hearing  and  compensation  to  ri- 
parian owners.  It  does  not  appear 
that  such  laws  hava  been  actuaUy 
passed  as  yet. 
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such  as  are  dependences  of  the  public  domain.  Upon  the  public 
domain  it  freely  grants  concessions;  as  to  all  other  streams,  how- 
ever, the  use  is  reserved  to  the  riparian  proprietors,  and  the  gov- 
ernment has  a  mere  right  of  police.*'  The  French  minister  of 
public  works  has  declared  that  he  had  never  attempted  to  make 
any  such  concessions  as  to  streams  or  private  land,  and  a  law  pro- 
posing to  give  him  such  power  was  rejected  and  never  got  passed.** 

It  is  true  that  in  Lux  v.  Haggin,"  the  court  thought  the  Mexican 
government  had  power  to  grant  concessions  because  the  corpus  of 
water  is  ** common"  or  ** public.''  But  this  is  a  confusion  of  the 
distinction  between  the  corpus  and  the  tisufructy^^  and  also  of  the 
law  of  the  public  domain  (which  in  Mexico  is  still  of  great  extent) 
and  of  private  land.  It  is  the  writer's  impression  that  under  the 
Mexican  law  just  as  under  the  French  law  (or  even  the  California 
law),  government  concessions  will  lie,  without  compensation  to 
riparian  owners,  only  as  to  watets  on  the  public  lands,  and  that 
Lux  V.  Haggin  was  confused  over  this  public  land  law,  and  the  law 
of  the  corpus  and  usufruct,  and  also  over  statutes  similar  to  those 
above  referred  to,  which  are  really  based  upon  the  power  of  emi- 
nent domain  and  require  compensation  to  the  riparian  owners. 
For  example,  in  the  Digest  of  Justinian  it  is  provided:  "For  the 
validity  of  the  concession  for  the  right  of  taking  water  onto  his 
property,  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  consent,  not  only  of  those 
in  whose  lands  the  water  rises,  but,  further,  of  those  who  have  the 
right  use  of  this  water — ^that  is  to  say,  of  those  who  have  a  right  of 

servitude  upon  this  water And,  in  general,  it  is  necessary 

to  have  the  consent  of  all  those  who  have  a  right  upon  the  stream  or 
upon  the  land  where  the  water  rises."  *®  It  is  probably  the  matter 
of  streams  on  public  land  which  gave  rise  to  the  statements  that  the 
Mexican  law  is  based  upon  governmental  concession.^  It  is  also 
the  foundation  of  the  ** pueblo  right,"  ^^  which  is  a  part  of  the  Mexi- 
can law  for  the  colonization  of  public  landJ^ 

Besides  streams  on  the  public  domain  (and  also,  as  to  private 
lands,  this  free  exercise  of  the  power  of  eminent  domain,  forcing 
consent  upon  making  compensation),  there  is  a  system  of  public 
supervision  over  the  riparian  owners  and  such  other  users  as  have 

15  Droit  Civile  Francais,  par  Aubrey  10  Justinian  D.,  lib.  39,  tit.  3,  sec  8. 
&  Rau,  4th  ed.,  vol.  Ill,  p.  19,  n.  22.  20  Supra,  sec.  36. 

16  Ihid,  21  Supra,  sec.  36. 

17  69  Cal.  255,  10  Pac.  674.  '    22  Supra,  sec.  68. 

18  Supra,  cc.  1,  2. 


11029 


Ch.  41.    EUBOPEAN  BIPABIAN  SYSTEM.       (3d  ed.)  967 


acquired  rights  by  condemnation  as  above  or  by  prescription.-^ 
The  administrative  officers  are  restricted,  however,  to  police  powers, 
to  facilitate  the  free  passage  of  the  water,  and  prevent  damage 
from  the  water  when  they  are  retained  at  too  great  a  height  by 
dams;  to  regulate  the  height  of  dams,  etc.;  but  not  to  interfere 
with  private  rights.  Their  actions,  so  far  as  they  be  simply  devoted 
to  the  field  of  private  rights,  are  void.^ 

While,  consequently,  the  primal  rights  in  waters  are,  through 
the  influence  of  the  Code  Napoleon,  generally  confined  to  riparian 
proprietors  in  civil-law  countries,  yet  in  practical  detail  this  is 
much  varied  by  the  power  of  public  supervision,  by  the  power  over 
streams  on  public  land,  and  by  the  power  of  modifying  the  rights 
of  riparian  owners  on  making  compensation  to  them  under  a  free 
exercise  of  the  power  of  condemnation  on  eminent  domain. 

The  foregoing  notes  are  supplemental  to  the  civil-law  authorities 
given  in  other  parts  of  this  book.^ 


(3d  ed.) 

§  1029.  Bibliography. — ^For  those  readers  who  may  wish  to 
make  a  further  investigation  into  this  subject,  much  value  will  be 
found  in  the  old  report  of  Mr.  Wm.  Ham.  Hall,  as  State  Engineer 
of  California,  obtainable  from  the  Secretary  of  State ;  also'  from 
the  publications  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
and  also  from  the  works  below  given.* 


23  In  Venice,  irrigation  disputes 
were  settled  at  a  public  meeting  once  a 
week  in  the  Cathedral  Square.  The 
Italian  government  in  1879  gave  prizes 
for  the  best  examples  of  irrigation 
practice.  Hall's  Report  as  State  En- 
gineer of  California,  vol.  I,  p.  348, 
quoting  Kin^  Humbert's  decree  open- 
ing competition. 

24  Droit  Civile  Francais^  by  Au- 
brey &  Rau,  4th  ed.,  vol.  Ill,  pp.  60, 
61.  See,  also,  Smith's  "Italian  Irriga- 
tion," vol.  II,  p.  256. 

25  Supra,  cc.  1,  2,  first  principles; 
sec.  614,  public  use;  sec.  685,  riparian 
right. 

1  French  Books:  De  Passy,  "Trea- 
tise on  Hydraulic  Service,"  3d  ed., 
1876;  Dumont  on  Watercourses,  1845; 


De  Buffon  on  Waterworks,  1856; 
Malapert's  History  of  French  Legis- 
lation on  Public  Works;  Dalloz  on 
French  Law,  vol.  19;  Debauve  on 
Irrigation,  vol.  18  of  Engineering 
Series;  Proudhon,  sec.  815  et  seq.; 
Barral  on  Irrigation,  1876,  1877,  1878 ; 
Magnon  on  Irrigation,  1869 ;  Moncrieff 
on  Irrigation  in  Europe  (English 
book),  1868;  Merlin's  Jurisprudence, 
17  vols.;  and  the  works  of  Pothier, 
Pardessus,  etc,  cited  in  the  foregoing 
sections. 

Italian:  De  Buffon,  Italian  Irriga- 
tion, 1862;  Smith,  Italian  Irrigation 
(in  English),  2  vols.,  1855. 

8pan%8h:  Bantabol  y  Ureta,  Spanish 
Water  Law,  1884;  Eschriche,  "Dic- 
cionario";  Hall's  Mexican  Law. 
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